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WEALTH  AGAINST  COMMONWEALTH 


CHAPTER  I 


"theee  abb  nose" — "thet  akb  legion" 

Natcre  is  rich  ;  but  everywhere  man,  the  heir  of  nature,  13 
poor.  Xever  in  this  happy  country  or  elsewhere — except  in 
the  Land  of  Miracle,  where  "  they  did  all  cat  and  were  filled  " 
— has  there  been  enough  of  anything  for  the  people.  Ne%'er 
since  time  began  have  all  the  eons  and  daughters  of  men  been 
all  warm,  and  all  filled,  and  all  shod  and  roofed.  Never  yet 
have  all  the  virgins,  wise  or  foolish,  been  able  to  fill  their 
lamps  with  oil. 

Tiie  world,  enriched  by  thousands  of  generations  of  toil- 
ers and  thinkers,  has  reached  a  fertility  which  can  give  every 
human  being  a  plenty  undreamed  of  even  in  the  Utopias. 
But  between  this  plenty  ripening  on  the  boughs  of  our  civili- 
zation and  the  people  hungering  for  it  step  the  "cornercrs," 
the  syndicates,  trusts,  combinations,  with  tho  cry  of  "over- 
production"—  too  mach  of  everything.  Holding  back  the 
riches  of  earth,  sea,  and  pky  from  their  fellows  who  famish 
and  freeze  in  the  dark,  they  declare  to  them  that  there  is 
too  much  light  and  warmth  and  food.  They  assert  tlio  right, 
for  their  private  profit,  to  regulate  the  consumption  by  tlio 
(^people  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  control  production, 
not  by  the  needs  of  humanity,  but  by  the  desires  of  a  few  for 
dividends.  The  coal  syndicate  thinks  there  is  too  much  coal 
There  is  too  much  iron,  too  much  lumber,  too  much  flour— 
for  this  or  that  syndicate. 


'TIIKRE  AliR  SOXE"~"  TttSl  JJtS  LEOIOX" 


The  majority  Iiavo  ncTcr  been  able  to  buy  enongli  of  any* 
tiling:  but  tills  minority  iiuve  too  miicli  of  everything  to  bcII. 
Liberty  produces  wL-altli,  and  wwillh  destroys  liberty.  "TIio 
fiplcndi*]  empire  of  Charlca  V.,"  iayi  Motley,  "was  erected 
upon  the  grave  of  lilwrty."  Our  bigncsfice — cities,  factories, 
monopolies,  fortunes,  wbieli  are  our  empires,  nrc  tbo  obesities 
of  an  age  gluttonous  beyond  its  powers  of  digestion.  Mankind 
are  cran-iling  upon  cacli  otiicr  in  tlie  centres,  and  struggling 
to  keep  each  other  out  of  the  fcaet  set  by  tlie  new  sciences 
and  the  now  fellowsliips.  Our  eizo  Jiaa  got  beyond'l-oth  our 
science  and  our  conscience.  The  vision  of  the  railroad  stock- 
holder ia  not  far^ighted  euougli  to  see  into  tb&  ofllce  of  the 
General  Manager ;  iLe  people  Ciiiiuot  ruaeb  across  even  a  ward 
of  a  city  to  rule  their  riilei-» ;  Captains  of  Industry  "  do  not 
know"  whether  the  men  in  tlio  ranks  arc  dying  from  laek  of 
food  and  shelter;  we  cunnot  clean  our  cities  nor  our  politics; 
the  locotnotivohus  more  man-power  than  all  the  baltot-lxixcs, 
and  mlH-wliecU  wear  out  the  hearts  of  workers  unable  to  keep 
np  beating  time  to  their  wtilrl.  If  mankind  bad  gone  on  pur 
suing  the  ideals  of  the  Hgbter,  the  time  would  necessarily  liave 
come  when  there  would  have  been  only  a  fevr,  then  only  one, 
and  then  none  left.  This  is  what  we  are  witnessing  in  the 
world  of  livelihoods.  Our  ideals  of  li^'ehhood  am  ideals  of 
mtiMial  degtatition.  We  are  i-apidly  reaching  tho  stage  where 
in  each  province  only  a  few  arc  left;  that  is  the  kc}'  to  our 
I  times.  Beyond  the  deep  is  anotiier  deep.  This  era  ia  but  a 
passing  plinsc  in  the  evolntion  of  industrial  Caisurs,  and  these 
Ctesars  will  be  of  a  new  tyjw — corporate  Ca^ars. 
.'  Fur  those  who  like  the  [wrjwtntd  niotiou  of  a  debate  in 
twliich  neither  of  the  disputants  is  looking  ot  the  same  side  of 
tbo  shield,  there  are  infinite  satisfactions  in  tlic  current  con- 
[troTorsyM  to  whether  there  is  any  such  thing  as  "monopoly." 
•'There  are  none,"  says  one  side.  "Theyoitj  legion,"  says  the 
otiier.  '*Ttie  idea  that  there  can  be  such  a  thing  is  alisurd,** 
snys  one,  who  with  half  a  dozen  associates  controls  the  source, 
the  price,  the  qnality,  the  ijuantity  of  nine-tenths  of  a  great 
necessary  of  life.    Bitt  "There  wilt  soon  bo  a  tnist  fur  orcry 


A  DIFFBRSNCB  OF  DEFIXJTIO.VS  S 

prodoction,  and  a  master  to  fix  the  price  for  every  necessity  of 
life,"  said  the  Senator  who  framed  the  United  States  Anti- 
Trnst  Law.    This  difference  as  to  facts  is  due  to  a  difference 
in  tlie  definitions  through  which  the  facts  are  regarded.    Those 
who  Bay  "  there  are  none  "  hold  with  the  Attorney-General  of 
the  United  States  and  the  decision  he  quotes  from  the  high- 
est Federal  coart  which  had  then  passed  on  this  question'  that 
no  one  has  a  monopoly  nnleaa  there  is  a  "  disability  "  or  "  re- 
striction" imposed  by  law  on  all  who  would  compete.    A 
syndicate  that  had  succeeded  in  bottling  for  sale  all  the  air 
of  the  earth  would  not  have  a  monopoly  in  this  view,  unless 
there  were  on  the  statute-books  a  law  forbidding  every  one 
else  from  selling  air.    No  othere  could  get  air  to  sell ;  the  peo- 
ple could  not  get  air  to  breathe,  but  there  would  bo  no  monop- 
oly because  there  is  no  "legal  restriction"  on  breathing  or 
selling  the  atmosphere. 

Excepting  in  the  manufacture  of  postage-stamps,  gold  dol- 
lars, and  a  few  other  such  cases  of  a  "  legal  restriction,"  there 
are  no  monopolies  according  to  this  definition.  It  excludes 
the  whole  body  of  facts  which  the  people  include  in  their  defi- 
nition, and  dismisses  a  great  public  question  by  a  mere  play  on 
words.  The  other  side  of  the  shield  was  described  by  Judge 
Barrett,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  A  monopoly 
he  declared  to  be  "any  combination  the  tendency  of  which  is 
to  prevent  competition  in  its  broad  and  general  sense,  and  to 
control  and  thus  at  will  enhance  prices  to  the  detriment  of  the 
public.  .  .  .  Nor  need  it  be  permanent  or  complete.  It  is 
enongli  that  it  maybe  even  temporarily  and  partially  successful. 
The  question  in  the  end  is,  Does  it  inevitably  tend  to  public 
injoi;yi"' 

Those  who  insist  that  "  there  are  none  "  are  the  fortunate 
ones  who  came  up  to  the  shield  on  its  golden  side.  But  com- 
mon usage  agrees  with  the  language  of  Judge  Barrett,  because 

'  Annual  Report  Attorn ey-Gencrftl  of  the  Uoited  States,  1863. 

*  People  of  the  Stste  of  Xew  York  vt.  The  North  River  Sugar  Refining  Com< 
pan;.  Supreme  Court  of  New  York— at  Circuit  (Junuary  9,  1880).  Trusts,  New 
Yoi^  Senate,  1889,  p.  878. 


it  oxactlr  fits  a  faot  wliicli  presseti  on  common  pcopio  I icaviljjj 
and  will  grow  licavicr  licforo  it  ;;rows  Uglitcr. 

Tlic  committee  of  Congress  iiivcscigntitig  triis^ts  in  ISSS  die 
not  report  any  lit-t  of  tlicu:  conibinntioDB  to  control  innvkete, 
"  for  tlie  reason  tleat  new  otiC3  nrc  constantly  forming,  and 
tliat  old  oiieA  aro  constantly  extending  tlicir  reliitions  bo  ns  to 
ooTer  new  bmncliea  of  tite  bu&iness  and  invado  now  terri- 
tories." 

It  is  true  tiiat  sncli  a  list,  like  a  dictionary,  wonld  begin  to 
l>c  wrong  tlie  moment  it  began  to  appear.     Jtnt  tlioiigli  only 
nn  instaiitaneoMs  idiotograpli  of  tlie  wliirlwind,  it  would  give 
nil  idea,  to  be  gained  in  no  other  way,  of  a  movement  shadow- 
ing two  licini^gilierod.     In  an  increditde  niiml>er  uf  tbo  necea- 
varies  and  liixtirivs  of  life,  from  meat  to  tuiiib^toiieo,  6ome 
inner  circle  of  the  '"filteat"  hw  aonght,  and  very  often  ob- 
tained, the  aweet  power  which  Judge  Barrcti.  found  tlic  sugar 
trust  had  :  It  "can  close  every  refinery  al  will,  nli^sc  w)inc  and  ^ 
opoii  others,  liihit  the  purchases  of  raw  material  (ihiis  juapard-fl 
i2iag,ard  in  a  considerable  degree  controlling,  its  pn^d notion), 
nrtilicially  limit  the  production  of  refined  engar,  cnlmncc  the 
price  to  enrich  themselves  and  their  associates  at  the  public 
expcnK,  and  depi-efeS  the  price  when  necessary  to  crneh  oii^l 
and  impoverish  a  foolhardy  rival."  " 

Comers  are  "acute"  attacks  oE  tli.it  which  combinations 
oxhibit  as  chronic.  '  Fii-fit  a  comer,  then  a  po(>l,  then  a  trust, 
bu  often  been  tlie  genesis,.  The  last  etogo,  wlieti  the  trust 
throws  off  the  forms  of  combination  and  returns  to  the  simpler 
dress  of  corjxiratlong.  is  already  well  along.  Some  of  the  "sym-j 
pathetical  co-operations''  on  record  hare  no  doubt  ceased 
cxbt.  But  that  they  should  hare  been  attempted  is  one 
the  elgns  of  the  time,  and  these  nttcnipta  arc  repeated  again' 
and  ngain  until  succeea  ie  reached. 

The  line  of  development  is  fi-om  local  to  national,  uttd  froni 
natinnal  to  inturnntiunnl.  The  ntnount  of  capital  changes  COO- 
lintiiilly  U'ith  the  rccrystaltisatiuns  in  progresit.  Not  \cm  tlian 
fivo  Imiida-d  million  dollars  13  in  the  coal  combination,  irhicU 
our  evidence  abows  to  lisvo  Sourtdlicd  twenty-two  years;  Ul 
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in  oil  has  nearly  if  not  quite  two  hundred  millions ;  and  the 
other  combinations  in  which  its  members  are  leaders  foot  up 
Imcdreds  of  millions  more.     Hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
are  united  in  the  railroads  and  elevators  of  the  Northwest 
against  the  wheat-growers.     In  cattle  and  meat  there  are  not 
less  than  one  hundred  millions ;  in  whiskey,  thirty-five  mill- 
ionB;  and  in  beer  a  great  deal  more  than  that;  in  sugar,  seventy- 
five  millions;  in  leather,  over  a  hundred  millions;  in  gas,  hun- 
dreds of  millions.    At  this  writing  a  union  is  being  negotiated 
of  all  the  piano-makers  in  the  United  States,  to  have  a  capital 
of  fifty  millions.      Quite  beyond  ordinary  comprehension  is 
tlie  magnitude  of  the  syndicates,  if  there  is  more  than  one, 
which  are  going  from  city  to  city,  consolidating  all  the  gas- 
works, electric-lighting  companies,  street-railways  in  each  into 
eingle  properties,  and  consolidating  these  into  vast  estates  for 
central  corporations  of  capitalists,  controlling  from  metropoli- 
tan offices  the  transportation  of  the  people  of  scores  of  cities. 
Such  a  syndicate  negotiating  in  December,  1892,  for  the  con- 
trol of  the  street-railways  of  lirooklyn,  was  said  by  the  New 
York  7Vm««,  "on  absolute  authority,  to  have  6ubscril>ed  833,- 
000,000  towards  that  end,  before  a  single  move  liad  been  made 
or  a  pnce  set  on  a  single  share  of  stock."     It  was  in  the  same 
hands  as  those  busy  later  in  gathering  together  the  coal-mines 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  putting  them  under  American  control. 
There  are  in  round  numbers  ten  thousand  millions  of  dollars 
claiming  dividends  and  interest  in  tlio  railroads  of  the  United 
States.     Every  j-ear  they  are  more  closely  pooled.     Tiie  pub- 
lic saw  them  mai-shalled,  as  by  one  hand,  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  high  passenger  rates  to  the  World's  Fair  in  the  summer 
of  1893.    Many  rates  are  higher  than  thirty  years  ago. 

Many  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars  are  represented  in 
these  centralizations. '  It  is  a  vast  sum,  and  yet  is  but  a  mi- 
nority of  our  wealth. ' 

Laws  against  these  combinations  have  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress and  by  many  of  the  States.  There  have  been  prosecu- 
tiojis  under  them  by  the  State  and  Federal  goveniraents.  The 
Uwa  and  the  lawsuits  have  alike  been  futile. 
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V 

:  been 


In  a  few  cases  names  and  form  of  organization  have 
cbaugeJ,  in  coiific<'{m;ncc  of  legal  piirRuit.  Ttie  wliii^lfo}',  EU^r, 
(iQil  oil  tru£ts  lia<l  to  liang  out  new  signs.  But  tbo  thing  itself, 
tlio  vi'ill  and  tlio  power  to  control  markets,  lirelihooOe,  and 
liberties^  and  tlic  toleration  of  this  l>y  the  public — this  remains 
iiniiiipaircdj'  in  truth,  fucilitated  by  the  greater  eecrecj  and 
com]KtctD(!8S  wliieli  have  been  the  only  results  of  the  appeiit 
to  law. 

Tbc  Attorney  •General  of  the  nation:il  go%'crnmcnt  givcA  a 
]ai;gu  part  of  luB  anniinl  report  fur  1SD3  to  fibowing  "tvha.t 
sroill  basis  there  is  for  tba  popular  iropi'CEsion "  "that  tlio 
nini  find  effect  of  tliis  etatutc''  (the  Anti-Trust  Law)  "are  to 
praliibit  and  prevent  those  aggregations  of  copital  wliicU  are 
fio  eoiumou  at  iho  present  day,  and  which  eomotimes  arc  on  go 
large  n  »:nle  as  to  practically  control  all  the  brandies  of  an 
extensive  iudustry."  This  ciecativo  saya  of  the  action  of  the 
''co-ordinate"  Lt^jslature:  '"It  would  not  be  useful,  even  if 
it  trere  possible,  to  aacertaiii  the  prcciae  purposes  of  tlie  fram- 
<rs  of  the  statute/'  Ue  is  the  officer  charged  with  the  <laty 
of  "lirccting  tbo  prosocutioua  to  oiiforco  the  law;  hut  Iwj  de- 
clares timl  BJuce,  among  other  reasous,  "all  ownership  of  prop- 
erty is  a  monopoly, . .  .  any  literal  application  of  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  is  out  of  the  qneslion,"  Nothing  has  l>cen  ac* 
eomplifthed  by  all  these  apiieala  to  the  legislatures  and  Hie 
courts,  cx(.-ept  to  prove  thnt  the  cril  lies  deeper  than  any  pnb- 
lie  sentiment  or  pul)lic  intelligence  yet  existent,  and  is  stronger 
tlwn  any  public  power  yet  iit  call. 

"What  we  call  Monnimly  is  Business  at  the  end  of  its  jour- 
noy.  The  concentration  of  wealtli,  the  wiping  ont  of  the 
middle  classes,  are  other  names  for  it.  To  get  it  i«,  in  the 
world  of  affairs,  the  cliief  end  of  man. 

Tiiorc  aro  no  eolitary  truths,  Goethe  Bays,  and  monopoly — 
as  the  greatest  business  fact  of  our  civilization,  which  gtTOs  to 
bu*!!ifMi  whnt  otlicr  Ages  gave  to  war  and  religion — is  our 
greatest  social,  |K)Iit!cnt,  and  mural  fact. 

TIk)  men  and  women  who  do  the  work  of  the  world  have 
tliu  right  to  the  floor.    Everywhere  tlioy  are  rising  to  "a  point 
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of  iaformatioii."    TLej  want  to  know  Iiow  oar  labor  and  tlie 

gifit  of  nature  arc  being  ordered  by  those  whom  onr  ideals  and 

consent  have  iiiadu  CHplains  of  IinhiRtry  over  iia;    how  it  U 

tliat  we,  who  prcifc!&s  tliu  religion  of  tlio  Golilen  Hiilo  nnd  the 

political  economy  of  eerrico  fur  service,  cunie  to  dii'ide  onr 

[>nkincii  into  incidculable  power  uiid  iilcasiiru  for  :i  fen-^  and 

partial  cxifttenco  for  the  many  who  are  tho  foniitains  of  these 

pcfwore  and  plonsiircs.     This  hook  is  an  attempt  to  help  the 

feoplo  nnewer  those  qncetions.    Xt  has  been  quarried  out  of 

official  records,  audit  is  a  vciitoro  in  realism  in  tJie  world  of 

rcatitiefi.'    DecUionft  of  conrta  and  of  speeial  tribunals  like  the 

lu[ui'8tate  Commerce  Commission,  verdicts  of  juries  in  civil 

and  criminal  cases,  reports  of  conimittvcs  of  ihc  State  LcgU- 

tatore«  and  of  Congreee,  oath-svrom  testimony  given  in  legal 

proecedtngB  and  in  official  iiujuiries,  corrected  by  rebutting 

twtimony  and  by  cross-examination — fruch  nrc  tlio  Rourcca  of 

ihfortiiAtion. 

One  important  exception  h  in  tho  description  of  the  cjiera- 
ttoDg  of  a  great  international  conibiuatiou  in  Eiij^Und,  Ger- 
many, Holland,  and  elsewhere  in  Europe ;  ilm  bii«  liad  t4]  be 
made  finjm  unofKciid  materiiil.  The  people  there  ai^'  neither 
economically  nor  politiciiUy  developed  to  tlie  point  we  have 
readied  in  America,  of  using  tlio  legislative  investigation  and 
tlw  powers  of  tho  coarts  to  defend  livelihoods  and  market 
rigbtt,  and  onforco  tho  social  rcgponsibilitics  of  industrial 
power.  Full  and  exact  references  are  given  tbroufjliout  for 
the  guidance  of  the  inrcfltigator.  The  language  of  niCncegcs^ 
judgcK,  and  oHicial  reports  has  been  repeated  verbatim,  except 
for  tho  avoidance  of  the  surplusage  and  i-ed  it  plication  usual  in 
each  literature,  and  that,  to  permit  the  use  of  tlie  dialogue 
fonn,  the  construction  bas  been  changed  from  the  third  )>cr' 
soit  to  the  first  in  <|uotationa  from  evidence.  With  thcee 
qiulificalioneT  wherever  ({notation  marks  have  been  used,  tbo 
tnmacription  is  word  for  word.  Evidence  from  siieh  eonrces 
li  more  exact,  circiimsfnnlial.  and  accurate  than  tluit  upon 
which  the  mass  of  iiistoncal  literature  is  founded. 
To  giro  tho  full  and  ofticial  history  of  numbers  of  tboM 
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combinations,  which  are  neai-ly  identical  in  inspiration,  meth- 
0(1,  and  result,  would  be  repetition.  Only  one  of  tliem,  tliere- 
fore,  has  been  treated  in  full — the  ojl  trust.  It  is  the  most 
successful  of  all  the  attempts  to  pnt  gifts  of  nature,  entire  in- 
dustries, and  world  raarl^ets  under  one  hat.  Its  originatoi'e 
claim  this  precedence.  It  was,  one  of  its  spokesmen  says, 
"  the  parent  of  the  trust  system."  '  It  is  the  best  illustration 
of  a  movement  which  is  itself  but  an  illustration  of  the  spirit 
of  the  age. 

'  Combinatv>n»,  bj  S.  C.  T.  Dodd,  p.  19. 
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Home  banished  tlioee  who  had  been  found  to  be  public  ene- 
mies by  forbidding  every  one  to  give  them  fire  and  water. 
That  was  done  by  all  to  a  few.  In  America  it  is  done  by  a 
few  to  all.  A  Binall  number  of  men  arc  obtaining  the  power 
to  forbid  any  bnt  themselves  to  supply  the  people  with  lire  in  ^ 
nearly  every  form  known  to  modern  life  and  indnstry,  from 
matches  to  locomotives  and  electricity.  They  control  our 
hard  coal  and  much  of  the  soft,'  and  stoves,  furnaces,  and  steam  -' 
and  liot-water  heatei-s ;  the  governors  on  steam-boilers  and 
the  boilers;  gas  and  gas-fixtures;  natural  gas  and  gas-pipes; 
electric  lighting,  and  all  the  appurtenances.     Yon  cannot  free 
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Tho  report  adopted  by  the  Natiofial  Association  of  Stoi 
Manufacturers,  at  the  Thirtcentli  Annual  Convention,  1SS4, 
fiaid :  ''Whilo  it  is  trno  that  iron  is  a  dollar  or  two  lower  than 
last  year,  ojid  that  the  cost  of  labor  has  nUo  been  reduced,  your 
committee  ia  confident  that  tlioro  is  not  s.  mannfuclnrer  pres- 
ent nho  can  trutiifully  tuy  iio  can  afford  to  retliiee  the  pHce  of 
his  goods.*'  *'  It  in  a  chronic  case,"  the  Presidt'nt  said  in  ]$S8, 
"  of  too  many  stoves,  nud  not  cnongli  people  to  buy  llicin.'* 

The  niateh  company,  by  %v1iobo  coiiecnt  all  the  fires  in  the 
Hnitud  States  and  Canada  ap3  lighted,  was  organized,  as  stated, 
by  tlic  Supremo  Court  of  Micliiguii,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling the  mannfacturo  and  IrkIc.  Tliirty-ono  niannfaota- 
rcrg,  owning  tiiibstantinlly  all  the  factorit?):)  wlicre  malchea  were 
made  in  the  United  States,  either  went  into  the  eumbinatiou, 
or  were  piii-chnscd  by  the  match  company,  and  out  of  this 
number  all  were  closed  except  about  thirteen. 

One  of  the  company,  who  lias  been  a  conf^pictious  candidate 
for  a  nomination  to  the  pi-oeidency  of  the  United  States,  testi* 
fled  that  the  price  of  raatehca  was  kept  np  to  pay  the  lai^ 
Kiitnii  of  money  oxpondcd  to  cxclndc  otlici'»  from  the  match 
business,  remove  competition,  bny  np  machinery  and  patents, 
and  pnrchnse  other  match  factories.  Tliis  was  told  in  a  suit 
between  two  stockholders  on  a  queation  of  their  relative  rights  ; 
but  the  court,  of  its  ovrci  motion,  declared  the  combination  ille- 
gal, and  to<^k  notice  of  the  pnblic  interests  involved,* 

*'S«cU  a  vast  combination  is  n  menace  to  Ihc  public,"  s,iid 
the  court.  ''  It  is  no  answer  to  eay  that  this  monopulv  lias,  in 
fact,  reduced  tho  price  of  friction- matches.  That  policy  may 
have  been  ncccss^iry  to  crush  competition.  The  fact  exists 
that  it  rests  in  the  discretion  of  this  company  at  any  time  to 
raise  the  price  to  an  exorbitant  degree."  "  Indeed,  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  free  goverimicnt  cflii  long  exist  in  a  country  whore  sncli 

I  Biehinboii  m-  Bolil  *t  ai.     Mivbigan  Siatc  Itvpana,  Vul.  kliii,  [x  A89L 
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esonnoQS  amonnts  of  money  nro  allowed  to  be  aocamQiatod  in 
tk  vanlta  of  corporations.,  to  be  need  at  tiiscretion  iti  coutn*!- 
ling  tlie  property*  and  business  of  the  country  against  tlic  in- 
torest  of  the  piihlic  and  that  of  Iho  people,  for  the  persona.1 
giiii  and  aggrandizviiioiit  of  n  few  indivkhialB.'' 

Witliin  the  la^t  thirty  yours,  95  percent,  of  the  nnthrncitOL  i 
cool  of  America— pructitally  Uiecntiro  eupply,  il  was  reported W 
bv  Congress  in  lSl>3—Iiaa  passed  from  the  owncrehipof  priratel 
ciiizcn#,  many  thonsanda  in  number,  into  the  po»M-^ion  of  tb^ 
railroads  controlling  the  highway*  of  the  coal-lieMs. 

Tlipsc  raitronds  have  been  nndei^oing  a  (similar  ])roces8  of 
ooDSolidation,  and  are  now  the  property  of  eight  gi-eat  eorpo- 
ntioiis.  This  eurrendor  of  their  property  by  the  individual 
Mnd-miiie  owners  is  a  continning  process,  in  operation  at  this 
inotneiit,  for  the  complete  extinction  of  the  ''individual"  and 
tLc  indcpendenU  in  this  field.  1 1  is  destined,  according  to  the 
report  of  Congress  of  isy3,'  to  end  "  in  the  entire  absoi-ption 
...  of  the  entire  anthracite  coal  -  Gelds  and  collierica  by .  . . 
tlic  common  carriei's.*' 

Anthmcite  co.il  i:;  geographically  a  natural  monopoly  con- 
taiQe<l  in  tlircc  contignotis  fichl»  wliich,  if  laid  close  together, 
would  not  cover  more  than  eight  miles  by  sixty.  lint  bitii. 
iDinoas  coal,  althongh  ecattorod  in  cxlianatlcF^s  mcaf^nres  all 
over  tlio  continent,  is  being  siniilarly  appropriated  by  the  rail- 
roods,  and  its  area  is  being  einiilarly  limited  artificially  by 
their  intci-fereuce. 

"  Railroid  syndicates,"  says  the  investigation  of  133S.*  "are 
baying  all  the  be^t  bituminous  cout  lands  along  their  lines  in 
Miiisuuri,  Kanww,  Colorado,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
aod  other  Wi^tcru  States  and  Tcnitorics,  no  doubt  with  a 
view  of  levying  tribute  npon  the,  people's  fuel  and  the  indns- 
trial  fires  of  the  conntry." 

Canada  remains  unanne\ed  politically,  but  its  best  coal  de- 
posits bare  liocome  a  pai-t  of  tlie  United  States.  In  1893  a 
syndicate  of  American  capitalists  obtained  the  control  of  the 


n^  u. 
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principal  bituminotiB  cotil-mines  of  Nova  Scotia.  Among  tliem 
were  men  cotiiicctoil  botli  willi  tlic  antliracite  pool  and  with 
tlic  combination  wlilch  eceks  control  of  the  oil  market  of  ('aru 
uda  and  of  the  I'liitcd  States. 

XIic  process  of  coiieolidation  ia  shown  bv  oHiciiil  And  jndteial 

investigations  to  have  been  in  ])rogrcs8  in  the  l]itiiminoii8  fields 
at  least  as  far  bade  as  ISTl,  wttli  tlie  same  purposes,  mclhode, 
and  rcstiltti  as  in  the  antlirucitc  Gehl)),  ihuugli  more  slowlr,  on 
account  of  the  greater  niiiiiber  and  vostnus^  of  tlie  deposits. 
From  I'ennfiylvania  to  thu  Pncltic  coa^t  tlicsc  are  iiarrowcil  to 
the  territory  along  tho  railroads,  and  narrowed  tlicro  ngain 
to  tho  mines  owned  or  favored  by  the  railroad  manjigors. 

Tiio  invofitigations  by  Congress  in  ISSS  and  1 S93  both  slate 
that  the  railroads  of  tlio  country  aro  similarly  bL-coming  the 
ownere  of  our  iron  and  timber  lands,  and  both  call  upon  the 
people  to  save  themselves.  A  new  law  of  industry  is  rising 
into  view.  Ownership  of  the  highways  cnd«  in  ownenship  of 
everything  and  everybody  that  must  nae  the  highways. 

The  railroad*  conipol  private  ownere  to  sell  them  their 
mines  or  all  the  prodnet  by  refusing  to  supply  ears  for  their 
business,  and  by  chargitig  rates  for  the  transportation  of  coal 
so  high  that  *'vpry  one  but  themselves  loses  money  on  every 
toil  sent  to  market.  When  thu  railroads  elect  to  have  the 
output  large,  ttiry  fiinibh  many  curs ;  when  they  elect  to  have 
the  output  email,  tlicy  fnmisli  few  cars;  and  when  they  elect 
that  there  shall  be  no  output  whatever,  tiicy  furni&h  no  care. 

One  of  the  few  sorviving  independent  coal  producers,  who 
is  losing  heavily  on  every  ton  lie  sends  to  marltel,  but  lc«!ps 
on  in  the  hope  that  the  law  will  give  him  redress,  was  asked 
by  a  eoiutnltico  of  Congreas  why  he  did  not  aell  out  and  give 
up  the  business?  lie  wilb  witling,  he  eaid,  to  abide  thu  time 
when  his  rights  ei»  the  railroad  could  be  judicially  deter 
niiticd.  There  was  another  reason.  **lt  might  hs  considered 
•  VQiy  sentimuntal  one.  I  have  sgieiit,  sir,  coiisidurabln  time 
and  a,  large  anionut  of  energy  and  ekill  in  building  up  tuv 
business,  and  1  rather  like  to  continue  it."  ■ 

*'  In  other  words,  you  don^t  want  to  bo  forced  to  eoll  ODtf* 
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"No,  sir;  I  don't  want  to  be  foroed  to  sell  iny  product,  any 
more  tlian  I  want  to  be  forced  to  sell  my  coliieries."  ' 

Tiiongli  coal  ia  an  article  of  commerce  greater  in  Tolume\ 
than  any  other  natural  product  in  the  United  States  carried  1 
on  railroads,  amounting  to  not  less  than  130,000,000  tons  a/ 
year;  and  though  the  appliances  for  its  transportation  have 
been  improved,  and  the  cost  cheapened  every  year,  so  that  it 
cin  be  handled  with  less  cost  and  risk  than  almost  any  other 
claes  of  freight,  the  startling  fact  appears  in  the  litigations 
before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  the  investi- 
gations by  Congress,  that  anthracite  freight  rates  have  been 
advanced  instead  of   being  decreased,  are  higher  now  than 
they  were  in  1879,  and  that  coal  13  made  by  these  confeder- 
ated railroads  to  pay  rates  vastly  higher  than  the  average  of 
all  other  high  and  low  class  freight,  nearly  double  tlie  rate  on 
wheat  or  cotton.     These  high  freight  rates  serve  the  doHble\ 
purpose  of  seeming  to  justify  the  high  price  of  coal,  and  of  | 
killing    oflE   year  by  year  the   independent   coal-prodncers./ 
What  the  railroad  coal -miner  pays  for  freight  returns  to  its 
other  self,  the  railroad.    What  the  independent  eoal-producer 
pays  goes  also  to  the  railroad,  his  competitor,     "This  excess 
over  just  and  reasonable  rates  of  transportation  constitutes  an 
available  fund  by  M'hich  they  (the  railroads)  are  enabled  to 
crush  out  the  competition  of  independent  coal-prod ueers."  * 

By  these  means,  as  Congress  found  in  1888,*  the  rail- 
road managers  have  forced  the  independent  miners  to  6ell\ 
to  them  or  their  friends  at  the  price  they  chose  to  pay. 
They  were  the  only  possible  bnyei*s,  because  only  they  were 
sure  of  a  supply  of  cars,  and  of  freight  rates  at  which  they 
could  live. 

The  private  operators  thus  being  frozen  out  are  able,  as  the 

'  investigation  by  the  New  York  Legislature  in  1878  showed, 

to  produce  coal  more  economically  than  the  great  couipanies, 

because  not  burdened  with  extravagant  salaries,  royalties,  and 

'  Coal  CoiDbinaUon,  CongrcM,  1898.     Testimon;  of  JoLd  C.  ITniJdock,  pp.  242- 
SSI. 
'  S*me,  p.  IT.  ■  Report,  p.  xlv. 


COT  OFF  FItOM  FIRE 


If^aacs,  intereat  on  Hctitions  bonded  debts,  and  dividends  on 
false  capitalization  of  watered  stock.     Ity  tlie  laws  of  supply 
and  demand  they  would  compete  out  the  unwieldy  corpora 
/tions,  but  these  admitiistor  a  eupcrior  political  econoiny 
/  their  supply  and  demand  of  care  and  freight  ratcti.    The 
vfittest,  ecoiioiiiically,  survives. 

'•Tlie  railroad  uouipuniGs  cngaped  in  mining  and  transpor 
ing  coal  arc  piactitmlly  in  n  ctiinhination  to  control  llio  output 
and  fix  the  price.  .  .  .  They  have  a  practical  monopoly  of  the 
production,  tliu  transportation,  and  sale  of  anthracite  coal.'" 
This  has  been  the  finding  in  all  tho  investigations  for  tvcntr^ 
years.     "More  tlisin  one,  if  not  all,  of  the  nntbracitc  inono]>o9 
lies,"  Conjircss  reported  in  18SS,  "mii  serornl  of  their  uiiuea 
in  the  name  of  private  operalon  to  cpiiet  tiio  general  clamor 
against  carrying  companies  having  a  monopoly  of  mining 
also." 

The  antliracito  collieries  of  Pennsylvania  could  now  pr 
duce  5(1,000,000  tons  a  year.     Tiio  railroads  roati-ict  them 
40,000,000  Of  41,000,000  tons,'  nine  or  ten  million  tons  lc*s 
than  they  could  furriieh  to  ward  o£f  the  frosta  of  winter  and, 
to  speed  the  wheels  of  the  world,  and  this  creation  of  art! 
ScEal  winter  has  been  in  progi-esa  from  the  beginning  of 
combination. 

In  the  ten  montlia  between  Febrnary  and  November,  18£ 
tlie  price  of  coal  in  tho  Eaal,  as  investigated  by  CoDgresa 
in    1803,'  was   advanced    by  tho  coal   railroads  as  much  as 
$1.35  and  $1.35  a  ton  on  the  kinds  nscd  by  house -koepei's, 
and  the  combinationii,  the  report  of  Congress  says.  '*  exercise 
even  a  more  baleful  influence  on  tho  production  and  tmnspor- 
tation  of  coal  for  the  Western  market."    The  extortion  ti 
tho  price  fixud  by  the  coal  raih-oads  was  found  by  Coiigrc«%] 
in  18SS,  to  bo  an  average  of  one  dollar  a  ton—'*  considcrablj 
more  than  a  dollar  a  ton" — OQ  all  conanmed  in  the  XTnitod 
Stall's,  or  ^30,000.000  in  that  year,  and  now  {;4<>,0f>(>.fif)0  t( 
$41,0(10,000  n  year.     The  same  investigation  found  that 

>  Coa]  CgiDbiaaUon,  CwgrMO,  ISM,  pp^  IH.,  It.,  tL  ■  Siune,  | 

•  Same,  pi  V.     ■ 
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tmenlSTd  and  ISSO  $200,000,000  morct  tlinn  a  fair  market 
ptice  was  taken  from  the  public  hy  ttiie  combiuation.' 

TliM  in  anthracite  alone.  How  iiintiy  liiindrvfU,  perliaps 
tiBDiands,  of  millions  more  liave  been  tiikeii  li^  tliu  railroaJs 
wliicli  control  the  liitnminoiiB  coal-fields  from  Pcnosvlvaiiia 
t4Uie  Fncitic,  tbcre  arc  no  adjudicated  means  of  estimating. 

By  tliG  same  power  wliich  liaa  crushed  out  the  indcpeii-, 
dent  coal -miner,  the  retailer  in  the  cities  has  been  vcducedl 
from  a  free  man  to  »n  instrument  to  despoil  Iiig  noiplibore — ) 
n-ilh  whom  lie  is  often  a  feUow-victim — lor  the  benefit  of  ab- 
wntec capitalists ;  lie  is  hounded  by  detectives;  by  tlircate  of 
Hitting  off  tiiR  supply,  ia  made  a  compnlsory  mcnibcr  of  a  se- 
cret oath  -  Uuiiid  society  to  *'  tnaintiin  prices/'     "  Conibina- 
tioo«  cxict,"  says  the  Canadiao  report,  *'  among  coal-dealers  in 
Toronto,  Ottawa,  Montreal,  and  Loudon.     Dotoctives  ara  em- 
ployed and  tlio  dealers  placed  under  surrcillanuo.  .  .  .  OLiiliBuf 
fiddit/  to  the  constitution  and  rules  aro  ru<|tiirud  not  only  of 
tlje  members,  but  also  of  tlieir  ftalesmen,  and  the  oaths  in  tbc 
caws  of  these  employes  ore  made  in  some  instances  retroao- 
dvo  as  well  as  prospective.    All  violationa  of  oaths  arc  ad- 
jndicaied  npon  by  tlie  oxecHtivo  committee  referred  to,  tho 
penaJlieA  Injing  lieavy  tines  or  cxpnUion.  ...  In  nccoi-daneo 
vitli  arrangeincnts  made  with    the  American  coal  -  dealers, 
tlio«c  who  were  in  default  in  membership,  either  from  inabil- 
ity to  pay  fines  or  from  other  caiisen,  were  prevented  from 
purchasing  coal  in  the  United  States."  ' 

Tiic  retailer  du«  not  tell  his  wrongs  even  in  tho  commit- 
tee-rooms of  Congress.  "  Vour  coiiiTnittco,*'  snys  the  report 
of  1$(I3  to  Congress,  *>  oxporiencod  great  difiicnlty  in  obtain- 
ing tustiuiony  from  relail  couWlealerg.  wlio  apparently  labor 
ooder  tear*  of  injury  to  their  bueiness  in  case  they  should 
appear  and  give  evidence." 

"During  tito  firet  forty  years"  Congress  reported  in  ISSS, 
"  the  minus  vcro  worked  by  iadiridiiaU,  just  as  .iro  farms. 
The  liaudred*  of  employers  were  in  acCivo  competition  with 

'  Report,  pfi.  »ir„  nv.,  ulii. 

'Combinaiicni,  CUnndiaa  P«rli«nieDl,  188S,  pp.  5,  S,  7. 


each  otlier  for  labor.    The  fundamental  law  of  supply  ant! 
tliiuiaiid  alike  governed  all  parties.     As  to  cngngemont,  oia- 
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plover  and  eiiiplove  stood  upon  a  common  level  of  cqnalitjr 
aud  iimiiliood.    Skill  and  industry  npon  the  part  of  tlio  ininci 
asenred  to  him  steady  work,  fair  wa^tw,  liotieet  meiisuroment 
and  hmnune  tivnttticiit.     Should  tiic-se  he  denied  by  ono  en 
ployer,  many  otlitjr  omployora  were  rtjitdy  to  give  them.    The 
Diinev  had  tlio  kiiiic  fi'ccdom  as  to  t;iig;igcnivtit,  tlie  srime  n 
wunl  for  faithful   service,  and    protection    iigiiiuHt  injustic 
that  tlic  fanu-hniid  poK^KHU6  hccaiisu  of  tlio  comptitition  hoA 
twccn  faniicra  employing  hnnds.  .  .  .  Thie  virtual  couihina- 
lion  of  all  (tmploycrs  into  ono  syndicate  Ikis  practically  abol- 
ished competition  between  tliein  ns  to  wnj^os;  mid  gradually, 
but  hiexomhU',  the  workmen  liiivc  found  theinsolvcs  cucoilc 
as  by  an  anaconda  until  now  they  nix;  powcrlose."  ' 

Tlicre  was  an  investigation  of  the  coal  combination  by  tli 
Pennsylvania  Lcgiebturo   in   1871,   the  testimony  taken  in' 
which  showed  that  when,  after  &  thirty  days'  strike  by  the 
men,  a  iinmbor  of  private  coal-mino  owners  accc<ied  to  their 
tonus,  and  wished  to  reopen  their  mines  imd  send  eoal  again  ^ 
to  market,  the  railroads,  by  whicli  alone  they  could  get  toS 
market,  raised  their  freights,  as  their  men  were  still  on  strike, 
to  tlircc  times  the  previous  figures.     These  great  corporation* 
had  determined  not  to  yield  to  their  men,  and  as  they  were 
minc-owncTfi  and  coal-eollers  as  well  as  carriers,  they  refused  te 
tako  coal  for  their  com]Mstitoi'8.  .  .  .  The  result  was  that  tti< 
price  of  coal  was  doubled,  rising  to  ^12  a  ton  ;  the  resinni)ttoi: 
by  th«  private  mine-owners  was  stopped  ;  and  tlioy,  iho  work-' 
men,  and  the  conanroer  were  all  delivered  over  to  iho  tender^ 
niercicit  of  the  six  gi-cat  companies.'  H 

Tlie  coal  companies  in  the  anthracite  regions  keep  thoiisands 
'of  surplus  laborers  on  liatid  to  tindcrbid  each  other  for  cin- 
'ploymcnt  and  for  submission  to  all  exactions;  liold  thorn  pwr^ 
>  po»e]y  ignorant  wlicu  tho  mines  ore  to  be  worked  ami  wlion 

•  E«|HWl,  p.  In. 

*  InvntigaiioD  b;  ilic  Seaitc  »I  I*«uai;lTUUA  lulo  llic  AuilirAciU)  Oi»I  DUBcut 
lim,  1871. 
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Mt  w  tttit'tlioy  cannot  seek  employment  clsewlicrc  ;  bind 
lliiiui  413  tenants  l>y  coin|iu1titon  in  llio  conipiuiicft'  lioiises,  so 
It  rent  tiliall  run  againitt  tliLMii,  \v)it:t!ier  wages  nin  un  or  not, 
ad  undL-r  Icabcs  hy  wbicli  llicy  ctn  lie  tnni«<l  out  »'itli  tlieir 
viviM  anil  cliildrcn  on  tlic  moiiiitani-siJc  in  midwinter  if  they 
slriko  ;  ooiupt-l  tlicin  to  fill  cars  of  larj^r  rapacity  tlian  nfjrced 
apou ;  make  them  buy  tlieir  powder  and  otlior  working  outtit 
of  tlio  eonipaiiioa  at  an  enormous  advanco  on  tlio  cost ;  com- 
pel  diem  to  buy  coal  of  llio  company  al  tlia  company's  price, 
and  m  many  casw  lo  buy  a  tixed  quantity,  more  than  they 
DMi] ;  compel  them  to  employ  tlte  doctor  »amed  by  the  com- 
paiiy,  iiiht  lu  pay  liiiii  whiithcr  sirk  or  well;  *•  pluck"  them  at 
tlic  caiupaiiy'»  stores,  so  lliiiL  M-heii  (wiy-day  coiiica  urouiid 
111*  company  ovro«  the  meo  nothing,  there  beinj^  authentic 
QtSH  whurc  "ftobtir,  linrd-working  miners  toiled  for  years  op 
«reu  a  lifclime  williont  iiaving  Ijticn  able  lo  draw  n  single  dol- 
lar, or  bnt  a  few  doIiarB,  in  actual  cash,"  in  **dcbc  until  tlie 
day  ihoy  died ;"  nefuse  to  fix  the  wajjea  in  advance,  but  piiy 
ihcin  upon  some  hocna-pocuB  eliding  6cnle,  varying  with  tlio 
Milling  price  in  New  York,  which  the  raih-oad  sHUeB  to  suit 
il^lf ;  and,  most  extraordinary  of  all,  refuBO  to  let  the  udnera 
,juiow  the  pi'tc-cson  wliich  tlicir  living  elidca — a  fraud,  gays  the 
jrtof  Congrewof  188S,  "on  itn  face.'" 
The  companies  dock  the  miners'  oatput  arbitrarily  for  filato 
and  oilier  inipiuities,  ami  bo  can  take  from  tlieir  men  live  to 
fifty  tons  more  in  every  hundred  than  they  pay  for.* 

In  nnlci'  io  kei^p  the  miners  disciplini^d  and  tliu  eoal-umrki-t 
tmder-5np plied,  the  railroads  restrict  work  eo  that  thi;  iniiivral 
often  have  (d  live  for  a  month  on  what  they  can  earn  in  six ' 
or  eight  days;  and  these  rcetrietions  are  enforced  upon  iheir 
mineni  by  withholding  cai-s  from  them  to  fill,  as  npon  coin- 
petitont  by  witliholdiug  care  to  go  to  market.* 

Labor  orgaiiizalioiiit  aru  forbidden,  and  the  men  intentlon- 
nlly  provoked  to  (Strike,  to  atluet  the  coal-market. 
The  laboring  po])iilatiou  of  the  coal  regions,  finally,  is  kept 


■  Qtfpact,  |ip.  ItK.,  ud  (oUoirln^. 
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*  Sane,  p.  luvi.        ■  8anM>,  p.  lixtii. 


''down"  byspecul  policemen  oiirollod  under  special  laws,  and 
ofci'ii  ill  violation  of  law,  hy  tiic  rnllroadit  and  coal  and  iron 
companies  practically  when  and  in  wlmt.  number*  tlicao  com- 
panics  clioofte.  Tlie&c  coal  and  iron  policemen  arc  practically 
■withont  responsibility  to  any  one  but  tlieir  croplojcre,  are 
armed  as  the  corpoi-ationR  ece  fit  witli  nnny  rovolvorg,  or  Win- 
cliDstcr  rirtes.  or  liotli,  are  made  defectives  by  etatnto,  and  not 
rctinired  to  wear  tlieir  sliieKls.  Tliey  provoke  tlie  people  to^ 
riot,  and  tlicn  filioot  tlicm  legally.'  ^ 

'•  By  tlic  pcrceiitagL-  of  wages,""  says  tlic  same  report  of 
C!ongrc6e,  "by  false  measure iiicnts,  by  rents,  storce,  and  otln 
metliod^,  the  worlcman  is  virtnnlly  a  cimltcl  of  tlic  operator." 
It  eavft,  to  snmnifirizc:  "The  carrier  drives  out  Loth  operatoj 
and  owner,  obtains  the  property,  works  the  mine,  'dkeipliuea^ 
the  miner,  lowers  wages  by  the  importation  of  IIuhr  nn( 
Italians,  rcfttricts  the  oiitpnt,  and  advances  tlio  price  of  coal 
to  tltc  pnblic.  It  19  enabled  to  commit  such  wrongs  upon  in- 
dividuals and  the  pnblic  by  virtue  of  cxerciBin'*  ah&olutc  coa-^ 
trol  of  a  pnblic  highway.'" 

The  people  of  Pcnnsj-lvania,  in  1873,  Adopted  a  new  Coi 
stitution.    To  pnt  an  enil  to  the  consolidation  of  all  the  anthr 
cite  coal  land»  into  the  iiaiidii  of  the  railroads,  this  Constitution 
forbade  common  carriers  to  mine  or  nmnufacturc  articles  for 
1ran8|x>rt3tioi)  over  tliuir  lines,  or  to  buy  land  cxecpt  for  cai^ 
rying  piirpoees.    These  pronsione  of  the  Conetitntion  liavo 
been  disobeyed  "defiantly."'    "Tlic  railroads  have  dctiantly 
gone  on  acquiring  tillo  to  Imndrcde  of  thoiisands  of  aei-es  of 
coal,  aft  well  as  of  neighborinji  agricultural  lands."    They  havo 
been  "aggruasively  pursuing  the  joint  business  of  carrying  and 
mining  coal.**     80  far  fmiii  quitting  it,  they  "  have  increancd 
their  mining  opcrulions  by  extracting  bituminous  as  M-eU 
aotUracite." ' 

Instead  of  enacting  *'a]>propri:iie  legislation,"  ns  eoinmtad 
vi\  by  the  (il'w  Constitutiun,  to  ctToctiiate  its  pmbibitions,  the" 
Legislature  lia«  pasecd  kwa  to  nullify  the  Constitution  by  pre*. 
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Tenting  forever  any  escheat  to  the  State  of  tlie  immense  area 
of  lands  unlawfully  held  by  the  railroads.  Every  effort  break- 
ing down  to  meet  the  evil  by  State  action,  failure  was  Hnally 
confessed  by  the  passage  in  1878,  by  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
latare,  of  a  joint  resolution  asking  Congress  to  legislate  "  for 
equity  in  the  rates  of  freight." 

In  1887  Congress  passed  the  Interstate  Commerce  Law,  and/ 
cstablislied  the  Interstate  Commerco  Commission  to  enforce 
jnstice    on  the  railway  highways.      The  independent  rnine-*^ 
owners  of  Pennsylvania  appealed  to  it.     Two  years  and  a  half 
were  consumed  in  the  proceedings.     The  Commission  decided 
that  the  rates  the  railroad  charged  were  unjust  and  unreason-^ 
able,  and  ordered  them  reduced."     But  the  decision  has  re- 
mained unenforced,  and  cannot  be  enforced.     The  railroads 
treat  the  Commission  with  the  same  contumely  they  visit  opr^ 
the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  two  years  after  the  de- 
cision Congress  in  1893  found  their  rates  to  be  60  cents  a  ton 
higher  than  what  the  Commission  had  declared  to  be  just  and 
equitable.'     The  Interstate  Commerce  Law  provides  for  the 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  of  those  guilty  of  the  crimes 
it  covers.    But  the  only  conviction  iiad  under  it  has  been  of  a 
shipper  for  discriminating  against  a  railroad. 

■  Cose  case  before  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Coal  CombinatioD,  Con- 
gtess,  18S3,  p.  1S3. 
*  Same,  p.  r. 
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That  which  governments  hare  not  yet  been  equal  to  haS' 
been  ncnomplishtxl  by  tliw  private  co-opcrattoii  of  a  fcvr  citi- 
zens.    Tlivy  decree  at  their  picasnre  that  iti  this  town  or  thit 
jStatc  no  one  aliuU  uiauufacturc  iilcoliol,  and  they  enforce  the 
[decree.     Thciiv  is  the  only  prohibition  that  prohii>it6. 

From  the  famous  whiskey  riti^  of  ISli  to  the  pool  of  18B1 
aud  the  trust  of  ISdT,  and  from  the  abandoniitciit  of  thnt 
"trust"  droES  and  the  rcorj;aniutioii  into  otR-  eorpomlion  in 
IS90  down  to  the  present,  this  private  regulation  of  tlio  litjuor 
traffic  hn8  gone  on.  It  is  a  regulation  of  a  good  deal  more 
than  tlie  liquor  traffic.  Through  it»  control  of  idcohol  it  is  a 
pover  orer  the  arts  and  acicncos,  the  niannfacturc  and  tho 
preparation  of  medicines,  and  a  power  over  politics.  More 
than  one  chapter  of  our  history  exhibits  the  govcniinent  itself 
holdiiij^  to  tlit!B«  reclitierH  mhition»t  suggci^tivi!  of  anytiilng  bit' 
reeiitieatiou.  The  report  of  the  invcetigatioii  )ty  Cunji^resa  fn 
1893  notes  the  fact  that  on  tlu>  strength  of  a  rumor  that  the 
internal -revenue  tax  was  to  bo  incrcaBcd  by  Coii-frcsw,  tho 
Trnet  raiKcd  its  prices  25  cvutK  u  gallon.  This  would  aiiioant 
to  a  protit  of  S12,{)OI>,000  on  its  yearly  output. 

V.y  February.  IHiS,  all  the  important  disttlleriw  in  the 
Northern  States— nearly  elghty^werp  in  t!io  Trii?!,  except- 
ing two,  the  larger  of  which  was  in  Chicago.  The  casct  of 
these  irreconcilable  com|wtilor»  vera  set  for  considcralion,  ac- 
cording to  tho  C'hiciujo  Tribune'*  report,  at  n  private  iiu-etitig 
of  the  traeteea  Febrnaiy  !!d.  In  April  tho  Chicago  dietillerji 
Hnu  published  tho  f-ict  that  they  had  caught  a  5py  of  the 
Trust  in  tlieir  work».    lie  had  gi\'en  tlietn  a  coitfueaioti 
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irriting.  In  September  it,  was  discovered  that  t!ie  valve  of  il 
vat  in  tliia  dietillery  had  bccti  tninpercd  witli  in  elicit  a  way  as 
to  have  caoscd  an  explosion  Iiad  tt  not  been  found  out  in  time. 
The  next  muntli  it&  owtiurs  luudu  kiiuvrn  tlmt  tliey  [lAd  boeu 
(iffertHl  :ii)d  refused  ^1,000,000  from  tlio  Trust  for  their 
works,  [n  Di*eiuber  tiiu  country  was  BtnrtUnl  by  the  howb 
thai  this  dt&lillurj*  had  been  the  Kcciie  of  an  itwfiil  exjilosion 
of  dynamile.  All  the  buildings  in  the  neighborhood  were 
shaken  and  many  panes  of  gla«>t  were  broken.  A  jagged 
bole  abont  thrco  feet  Eqimrc  wne  torn  in  tho  roof.  There 
vere  l5,iHK)  baireU  of  whiskey  stored  under  the  roof  that 
van  torn  open,  and  if  thc&e  hitd  been  ig;nited  a  torrible  tiro 
vnould  have  been  added  to  tlic  effect  of  the  cxjiloEion.  A 
|nckage  of  dynamite  which  had  failed  to  explode,  though 
the  fuse  Lad  been  lighted,  was  fonnd  on  tlie  preuiieea  by  the 
diicago  police. 

Tho  Chicago  reprcseritatiye  of  the  whiskey  combination 
rtdicnk-fl  thit  iden  that  the  Trust  had  had  anything  to  do  with 
this.  "Such  a  thing,"  ho  said,  "is  contrary  to  the  genina  of 
itntst." 

The  wholcfsido  licincir-dejilers  tbreiitencd,  nt  a  conference  in 
ISIK)  with  the  prettident  of  the  TruBt,  to  inimufActure  for 
ihonuclree,  to  escape  the  advance  M'bich  had  been  made  in  the 
price  of  bifjii-wines,  Tho  president  said,  as  ropoi-tod  in  the 
Wine  and  Spirit  iJiUfiU: 

>*I  do  not  bolioTe  there  is  n  spirits  distillery  in  the  country 
tliat  yoa  ojui  bny.  We  own  nearly  all  of  thetn,  and  have  at 
present  seventy-eight  idle  dietilleries." 

Febniary  11,  ISdl,  tho  explogioti  of  December,  1888,  waa 
recalled  by  tho  nnexpccted  arroft  of  tlie  secretary  of  the  com- 
Inoatiot)  in  Chicago  by  the  United  iStntcs  authorities.  The 
Gnnd  Jury  of  Cook  County  fonnd  an  indicttnent,  I''cbmary 
17tb,  ngainst  tho  prisoner.  Apnl  30lh  ho  was  indicted  bv  tho 
Fwleral  Cirand  Jmy.  The  crime  of  which  he  wiLs  cliarged  was 
attempting  to  bribe  a  government  ganger  to  blow  np  the 
troublcsouio  distillery.  The  gnngcr  whom  tlie  secretary  en- 
deavored to  enlist  liad   been  loynl  tu  liis  tru>)t,  the  govern- 
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ment,  utd  had  node  known  to  lus  laperion  tlie  offer  an 
pose  of  the  bribe. 

If  llic  cxploflioa  h»d  been  carried  oot  laO  ueo  at  work 
in  the  dwtillery  voald  bivc  b«n  dectrojed.  Tlie  evidence 
^tm  CoBgreM  nftcm^rd^  tended  to  ebow  tbat  part  of  tlie 
pfan  WM  tbat  the  bribed  ganger  who  wis  to  eel  and  L'xplode 
tbe  ioferaal-inacliine  wu  not  to  be  allowed  to  sarriio  to. 
claim  hu  reward  and  perhaps  repent  and  tell.  TLe  fuse  wai 
fixed  fto  tbat  the  explosion  woald  be  instantaneooa  instead  of 
giriQg  the  lime  promiaed  him  to  ^t  out  of  the  wa^. 

In  a  etatcmcnt  to  tite  press,  February  15tb,  the  president  of' 
the  Tni*t  said,  as  the  result  of  a  conference  of  the  trustees : 

"  We  have  nnanimonslT  agreed  to  stand  bj  the  secretary.'* 

Tarty  in  June  rnmont  wvre  in  circnlation  lu  Neir  York 
that  the  Chlogo  independent  liud  raid  out;  and  soon  after 
the  oontirmation  of  the  report,  with  fall  details,  was  aiithorita- 
lively  pulilislicd. 

June  ^tll  the  judge  of  the  United  States  Court  iu  Chicago 
qauhed  the  Federal  indictment,  on  the  groutid  that  it  is  not 

fa  crime  nnder  any  of  the  IToited  Statos  laws  for  an  internal* 
revenue  ofBccr  to  wt  fire  to  a  distiller}-  of  his  own  volitioa 
■nd  impnlac,  and  that  it  is  not  a  crime  against  the  United 

fSiatca  for  unotlicr  person  to  bribe  him   to  do  »ticU  an  act. 

^Ho  held  thut  the  offender  could  be  ptitiidhed  only  through  th( 
Statu  coart«.     The  United  States  had  property  in  the  distil- 
lery to  the  extent  of  ^00,000  due  for  taxes,  which  wns  a  legal 
lien  on  the  property;  but  the  United  Suntf^  Di^triot  Attor- 
ney and  the  judge  eonid  find  no  Federal  law  under  which,  for  fl 
the  ganger  to  destroy  this  projicrly  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
for  the  Whiskey  Tnmt  tu  bribe  him  to  do  so,  it,  was  »  crime. 
When  tlio  indictments  fninicd  by  the  State  Attorney  of  Ohi- 
cHgo  came  before  iho  State  courts,  three  of  the  feur  wei 
found  <lef«cti\'o  and  were  (jimehed.    The  Chicago  correspond- 
ent of  tho  New  York  Worltl  telegraphed  that  he  Imd  been 
tohl  by  the  State  Attorney,  at  the  time  the  Federal  proceed- 
IngH  were  iinashcd,  that  of  his  fonr  indictments  he  relied  most 
upon  tliat  for  conspiracy ;  '*  but  in  court  ycstoi'day  tlie  State 
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Attorney  let  the  char)^  of  conspiracy  fall  to  tlio  ground  be- 
diue,  as  he  said,  tliere  wa^  not  evidence  eiiotigli  to  secure  .1 
oonvietioti." 

"Wis  Imvcii't  tlie  evidenoe  of  tlie  ganger;  I  don't  know 
vhcrc  lie  ie,*^  tite  State  Attomojr  said. 

Bnt  iliis  witness  declared  m  a  public  letter  in  February,  1S03, 
"Myself  anil  uthere  with  poNitivo  tjvidctic«  were  always  ready 
to  testify,  nnd  I  liave  the  facts  to-day." 

The  JQilge  of  ttic  Hiate  cuurt  held  tlio  motion  to  (luaeli 
until  July,  and  tlicn  antioiincud  lliat  iic  would  make  no  deci- 
sion nntil  Anj^net.  lie  witldield  bis  ruling  until  October. 
Then  he  held  the  secretary  for  trial  on  two  counts,  chaj'ging 
eoDSpiracy  to  bribe  the  ganger  and  destroy  the  independent' 
difiiillory ;  but  remarked  "inforninlly,"'  the  newepapei-s  «aid, 
that  conviction  would  be  dilficult. 

Wlien  the  CJise  was  called  Mai-cli  22,  1893,  a  dehiy  wa» 
granted  "  nntil  next  Monday/'  to  enable  the  prifioner'ft  coun- 
Bol  to  I'cad  the  "hill  of  parlicnlars"  to  dnd  out  wliat  lie  was 
charged  with.  The  secretary  did  not  trouble  himself  to  at- 
tend coart.  His  case  wa^  not  heard  of  sgain  until  June 
2-lth.  when  ho  was  released  on  a  nolle  prosofjui  entered  by 
tlie  Slate  Attorney  he(;altl^u  the  evidence  wan  iui>unicient.  and 
became  a  free  innn.     That  was  tlic  end. 

Owin<;  to  this  Buecess  of  State  nnd  United  States  atton 
Dcys  in  being  uneiieceeeful,  the  people  have  never  had  an  opj 
portunity  of  hearing  in  court  t!ic  evidence  on  whicli  th^ 
Uuverntnent  acted  in  making  the  nrmst,  and  on  which  tho 
gmnd  juries  found  the  indictments.  But  the  ganger  ihroiigU 
whom  the  secretary  of  the  Tnist  had  attempted  to  exeeuto 
hia  plana  wa^  called  aa  a  witness  before  tho  Commiltce  of 
Congress  which  investigated  tiie  Trniit  in  1S93,  and  lie  told 
again  tho  utory  of  the  infernal-machine.  It  waa  as  follows, 
in  hift  own  words,  omitting  names  and  unnccesaary  details : 

*^I  wa?  Unite<l  Stales  internal  ■  revenue  ganger  from  1S79' 
until  after  Mr.  Cleveland's  election,  and  1  was  i-oappointed  in 
18SD,  nnd  have  hoeii  cuntiouoiialy  since  that  time.     I<ate  iu 
December,  1890,  I  received  a  letter  from  tho  secretary  of  the 
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whiukc^  0011  ill i nation  at  Peoria,  telling  me  that  lie  would 
like  to  meet  ine  at  llie  (Ti-anfl  rneifie  Hotel  on  Xow.}-ear's 
Day.  I  met  Iiiin.  lie  kiIiI,  '  Yoa  m»y  be  able  to  do  consider- 
able good  here ;  not  only  for  ns,  but  of  considerable  advan- 
tage to  jowrself.  Your  ;Sl50l>  »  year  is  notliing  to  what  yon 
ffonld  get  by  Iielptng  us.  Yon  can  get  $10,0fH>  by  a^jeiatinR 
us  in  this  thini;;  in  fact,  to  make  matters  right.  3'on  could 
got  ill  three  iiionllis  ^25,000.'"'  The  gaugor  rui>t»rled  tliia  to 
bia  Ba|)ori»i-fi,  who  told  him  to  go  on.  "Be  jiaKicular,  and 
after  every  iutorvlew  willi  liim  make  a  note  of  overytliing 
that  jiasBtM  between  you  while  it  is  fresh  Jii  youruiitid."  "I 
did  tJiBt,"  the  witnetut  continued,  "and  I  hare  the  original 
notee  in  my  pockut.  There  iiru  the  original  note*,"'  exhibiting 
tbom  to  the  committee.  '*  They  hare  never  left  my  po££c»- 
sion,  .1  havo  kept  tlicra  on  my  person  right  along."  Aftor 
eomc  correspondence  and  niwthcr  intcrvion',  he  mot  tlio  secre- 
tary again  Jannary  25l.h.  '*  Now,"  said  the  latter,  "  I  can  give 
yon  something  which,  if  put  nndcr  a  cistern,  will  in  throe  or 
four  hours  go  off,  and  no  pei'son  know  what  it  was  or  who  did 
it,  and  all  the  trouble  that  Iiua  been  cansed  us  «iU  be  stopped 
at  once,  the  suSerings  of  many  people  stopped,  and  no  loss  to 
those  folks,  as  they  are  well  iiisnrod."  ••  Wlion  I  reoovered 
from  my  surprise  I  asked  if  it  was  an  explosive,  lie  ivplied, 
'  No;  A  simple  bnt  nffective  thing  which  ivonld  xboot  a  ball 
into  a  tub  through  the  bnltom.  Yuii  wilt  hnvt-.  $10,000  for 
your  work  of  placing  tins  inider  a  ciirtcni  of  lilgli-proof,  either 
alcohol  or  spirits,  or  wh,-it  is  Iwtter  than  cash.  2lX>  sharee  of  ^M 
Stock.'  I  asktd  at  what  they  sold.  He  said, '  Forty-seveo,  but 
it  would  be  up  ten  points  at  once,'  and  I  could  profit  by  tlid 
raiac.  *T)it.<t  will  raise  a  big  row.'  '  Vce,'  he  said,  *one  cistern  ^M 
well  caught, all  would  go,  and  it  would  bo  right  into  the  ware-  ^^ 
house  and  stop  everything  at  once.  It  is  the  moett  elTeelive 
way  to  help  us  aud  make  a  clean  job,  and  you  having  access 
to  alt  parts  of  the  distillery  and  nnsuspectod  is  why  you  cimid 
do  it  so  easily.*  He  hud  tliun,  in  room  35,  powder  aud  four 
Eteel  elongated  batU,Bolid,  turned,  and  with  long  points.  Tli» 
principal  article,  however,  was  a  kind  of   yellowish  liqnid, 
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which  when  exposed  to  eixty-ftr«  dcg;rcc«  tcmpcratnre  would 
prodnoc  a  tlam«  caused  by  evaporation,  I  rcmnrked  that 
there  was  probably  tm  liitrry  about  tliis  thinj^,  and  lio  Baid, 
'The  sooaer  the  better;  ywii  may  he  ordered  awiiy  from  horu, 
aod  I  am  come  all  prepared  ;  everytliiii}^  U  ready  to  load,  and 
that  can  be  done  quickly.'  " 

The  guilder  reported  all  this  to  liis  superior  mid  told  liiin 
ttuC  **I  proposed  to  tako  t]io  infernal  Qppamtiie.'^  Urn  B\ipc' 
rior  said,  "Of  wntse.''  "t  tlieri  rotiirnyd  ti>  Cii'and  Pacilic, 
room  .'^5;  found  loading  jiDiL  C(>inp){^ted  atu)  tnncli  material 
icaUered  about,  oalcum  in  nan  Butiiratt-d  stlii;1itly  tvilh  Icerosene 
md  alcoluil  to  give  gr>od  start.  Tlie  K(!cr«tary  said  that  three 
loaes  wi'ru  attach*^  to  thn  gnu,  oitc  i>i  which  would  go  off 
tindttr  watur.  IIu  had  oiio  etcul  elicll  which  had  been  Bhot 
through  three  inches  of  wood  in  experimenting.  lie  showed 
ino  )MirticnlnrIy  how  to  place  cnn  ;  to  feel  tiiidcrneath  for  tim- 
bers ;  pnt  it  where  bull  will  enter  tub.  Also,  that  in  stopping 
over  to  meet  the  pi'e^ident  of  the  conibiuation  to-morrow  he 
would  have  a  chance  to  hiiy  up  stock  reasonably  before  our 
work  caused  tlio  raise,  lie  cjtpected  to  buy  1000  aharc*. 
Friday,  the  30tli  of  Jarinary,  I  iitther  anticipated  a  vi^it  from 
the  eccretary  at  my  liolel,  hut  I  received  a  letter  from  hiui 
iiutcad  of  a  visit,  and  Judge  Ilnrt,  the  solicitor  of  tlie  lulcr- 
nnl-Bovcnne  Department,  who  was  there  in  Clnengo,  when  ho 
raad  the  letter  thought  that  the  evidentfe  u-iis  certainly  con- 
olauve."  On  Sunday,  the  Sth,  the  g:aqgerHnrrendered  the  box 
containing  the  iriferiial-macliine,  which  was  firalcd,  fo  a  liij;li 
official  who  had  come  on  from  Now  York.  '"Tiie  rc:i6on  why 
bd  came  on  is  that  the  authorities  would  not  beliovo  uiy  teeti- 
mon}'.  They  did  not  think  it  was  ptMsiblo  »  goiitlcinaii  in 
tUo  Bocrelary't;  position  would  undurlake  so  hoiiioiie  a  crime, 
aud  tboy  did  not  know  hut  wliat  I  was  a  crank.  On  Monday, 
the  {'th,  I  wa«  instructed  to  write  a  luttcr.  Tho  tiling  was  to 
arrest  in  a  proimr  way.  The  next  day  I  received  a  de«patch : 
'  Will  be  ut  Pacific  to-morrow  (Wednesday)  inoruiiig.' 

"  Wednesday  mornioj;  tlio  secretary  was  lureeted,  as  lie  wn» 
■bont  to  vuter  the  hotel,  by  a  deputy  marshal,  and  conducted 
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to  tlic  Miirslial'e  office  in  tlie  Govenimeiit  building.  TIi 
WB8  d  boitic  of  tliia  composition  found  in  liiagrip.  IIo  hi 
told  me  it  would  go  od  in  tlireo  or  four  liourg.  1  n-as  in  tlio 
anteroom  of  the  r?iry  gmntl  jury  iiftei*  the  clicmitit  had  given 
his  teetiiiiony.  Tlie  ciiemtfiC  said  tliat  it  was  Iiie  opinion  it 
would  linvc  or  might  liBve  gone  off  in  three  seconds.  Fire  \ 
wroulil  rauee  the  shooting  of  the  bull,  and  the  bull  miihiiig  a 
liolc  iti  the  tub — alcohol  or  hi^h-proof  spirits — coming  down, 
of  conree  all  would  have  gone  up.  It  conld  not  hare  helped  it, 
and  ihe  explosion  would  Imvu  followed  at  oneo,  not  from  the 
iiiiicliine,  but  from  the  content*  of  thu  ciKtern.  They  are 
very  explosive  indeed,  alcohol  jind  liiijli-pi-oof  spirits.'* ' 

Wliat  the  Gorerninent  nuthoritiea  t!ion;^ht  uf  all  this  is 
bliuwci  in  a  letter  wliicli  is  sprciid  upon  tliu  rctrtinls  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  It  is  addressed  by  the  CoinmUsioner 
of  Inlcrnnl  Kevoime  to  the  ganpor.  After  tlmnkin^v  liiru  for 
liis  "hijfhty  eoniniendable  "  cociduet  in  relation  to  the  bribe 
the  Commissioner  anys  to  Mr.  Thomas  S.  liewar : 

"While  yaiir  r(>jocilua  of  the  olTsr  wuti  Just  n'lint  wim  expcclctl  from 
you.  ocmiidcrtas  your  nlVml  and  persoiml  Mniiiiin^.  yet  I  rroliic  Uidt 
yon  liavr  lioiic  iimri;  itiiiii  aiinplj  ii-jicl  tin-  ofTiT.  You  so  couducted  the 
afTnlr  iifl  ifi  |i1i[<'ii  ilii'  K*'i''y  r>*'ty.  ll  k  biipeil.  la  a  pnsUIoD  fa  nlilcti  lie 
will  l>o  puD<«ltcil  tor  ihls  ilnlnlion  oT  law.  'I'lic  pi-opoiillfm  wna  not  only 
to  attempt  to  corrupt  nu  liuncitl  vfilcei  of  Uic  Oovcraiueiil,  but  «*m  to 
iutluce  you,  by  iJtc  offer  of  a  large  sum  o[  maacy,  to  comiuii  a  tuoM  bd- 
D0U8  and  ltiliunia.ii  dcI." 

'  No  attempt  uras  made  by  the  rcprei«entati\re«  of  the  Trust 
befoif  the  committee  to  deny  this  ti'fitiinoiiy.  They  simply 
di»(:luimod  any  responpilnltty  for  what  their  a^ocinto  and 
employ*-  had  doni.-.  'MVhatevcr  there  was  in  that,"  Icntitiod 
the  president  of  the  Wbiokey  Tnist,  "  was  with  the  former 
secretary  of  tlii«  compiiny,  if  lliere  be  tiiiytbing  of  if."  ' 

The  Trust  increased  the  number  of  plants  under  its  contro] 
from  "nearly  eiglity"  to  eighty-one  or  eighty-two,  the  nnm- 

■  Wliiiktft  Truil  InrMtigniloi),  CoiDniiiiee  on  llio  JndidHry  R^imti.  H»n:b  I, 
1693.  S1>J  Congitu,  S<1  SmsIod,  Uav(e»f  I[«pi«MnlBliro,  Rcpdrl^'u,  SOOI,  p.]ft 
aud  folloniog,  *  Sauit  tcsibooiiy,  [i.  23. 
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oportcd  by  tbo  inroetigation  o£  Conf{r«s«  in  1893.  Ita 
animal  production  vas  tlioii  50,000,000  j»nilon6:  al^ont  7,500,- 
000  gallons  of  it  alcohol,  42,500,000  gpirite.  It  is  evident, 
»y»  the  report,  tliat  the  ooinpauj  will  goon  liavo  within  its 
grasp  the  entire  trade,  and  he  able  to  dictnte  prices  to  coit- 
tuiDcrs  at  pleasure. 

"How  do  yon  account  for  spirtCd  going  up  and  corn  going 
down  at  the  same  time  in  two  or  lliixe  instances  f  tUc  trcas-j 
nror  was  n^ked. 

'■  Simply  because  tlio  distillera  wore  getting  in  »  poeitlon 
wliereby  ihey  mii  less  tlian  their  eapanity."  ' 

TIh!  i'X(»eriencc  of  insnlcind  Ihia  aUvayg  found,  as  Lord  Coke 
pointfj  out,  that  inonopniy  adiilteraleB. 

The  report  of  Con^n^stt  states  that  nnqucstionably  tlio  larg- 
est part  of  the  product  of  the  combination  finds  its  way  into 
tie  open  markets  in  the  form  of  "compoiincloU" — or  artiti- 
eial — bourbon  and  rj-o  whiskeye,  brandies,  nuns,  gins,  cordials. 
Tlio  testimony  cBtabltslios  the  fact  lliat  abmit  une  half  of  the 
wLtskey  consuiited  in  the  country  is  of  tliie  compound  prod* 
net.  These  conipounJcd  liquors  are  aiippiied  from  the  drng- 
Alorcs  to  ihu  Bi(;k  as  nicdicinti.  Ono  of  the  e?:|')ert  wltnes&es 
iQiunioncl  to  explain  the  process  of  this  adulteration  ap- 
pearetl  before  the  coininittee  with  two  demijohns,  one  con- 
taining pure  nlrohot  mul  the  other  spiritti,  and  a  nnrnber  of 
bottles  containing  essential  oils,  efisenees,  etc.,  with  wliicli  he 
proposed  to  make  Bome  experiments.  "The  basis  here,  this 
white  prodnct,  is  what  is  known  as  'sjiiritfl'  in  the  trade  ^ 
With  the  nse  of  these  eesential  oils  and  e!*eiiccfl  now  before 
you  any  kind  of  imitation  liquor  can  bo  produced  at  iilnio6t  a 
moment's  notice.  My  ftrsl  experiment  will  W  with  Januieii 
rnnt.  I  put  it  drop  of  JAmnica-rum  eescnco  into  thie  white 
«pirit«,  a  few  drops  of  coloriitg  matter,  and  some  sngMr  syrnp. 
Try  of  it  and  ainell  of  it.  Docs  it  smell  like  rum  and  taste 
Iikt9  it  t  If  thi?y  want  to  make  it  cheaper,  lliey  reduce  it  with 
vriter.     I  will  reduce  it  with  water,  and  you  will  now  notice 


■  WtiUfcej  Tnut  InTStigsUon,  CongraM,  1S0S,  p.  Ol 
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that  tlic  bead  lias  disappenrcd  from  it.    I  will  reproduce  tlie^ 
bead  hy  the  nee  of  bead  oil.     I  pat  one  drop  in,  and  here  ifli 
the  result.     >ton-,  nein^  rye-wliiEkey  eesenoe  instead  of  Ja^J 
tnaica-ntm  eseeucc.  I  will  flavor  tins  epirits.    I  will  now  pot] 
Domc  prime  juice  into  it  to  toiio  it.     I  will  pnt  some  raisin  oil 
in  it  to  nge  it,  and  I  will  now  commence  to  color  it.    Tiiis  flret 
exliihil '*  (liolilin^  it  iip  Iiuforu  llic  (.•uiuinillec)  "  i*  iibout  tlia  i 
color  of  onc-y<:ar^iI(l  whiskey  tliiit  lias  Wun  ])ropKrly  bondud. 
I  will  now  Color  it  so  it  will  iiiiitatu  a  two-year-old  wlmkcy.. 
Tlti»  ii*  iilioul  llic  til ree-y ear-old  now  "  (exhibiting  it>.    "  I  will 
now  give  this  the  color  of  '  velvet  whiskey,'  wluch  is  sold  us 
high  OS  $4  K  gallon  "  (exliihiting  it).     *'  The  present  price  of 
flpint-s  lodny.  I  think,  is  i^l.'.io  n  gallon.     The  ntilizntion  of 
any  of  thui,e  ehsential  oiU  and  essences  and  eolorlng  matter  to 
niiikc  the  transfer  docs  not  exceed  a  coRt  of  one  and  a  lialfj 
CCiitK  II  ^iillnri.     I  iLui  pit'parcd  to  m;iko  imitations  of  any  of 
thcjio  li<iiiore  at  any  time  with  thiij  i-pirits  basis — all  the  dif- 
ferent whiskeys,  Scotch  and  Irish  whiskeys,  the  forci^  gins 
and    mine  and  hmndicj,  Kftcr-dinncr  cordinls  and    liqiicnr>!. 
.These  uiateriaU  as  you  Imvo  tliem  exhibited  before  you  of 
ntial  oils  and  essences  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  »tock  in 
trade  of  every  man  in  the  United  States  of  America  wlio  \ias 
got  a  rectifying  Itocnso  as  a   wliolei^alo  lii]iior  dealer. 
They  are  very  geoerally  and  extensively  in  use  throughont 
onr  entire  country,  in   every  hamlet  and  village,  in  all  the 
brauchoe  of  iradu,  the  wholesale  liiiuor  dealer,  tlie  grueer  liar- 
inga  li<pior  dealer's  license,  and  retail  dniggistft.  .  .  .  Wlien 
»  doctor  prescribes  Freiicli  brandy,  he  experts  to  get  a  prodao- 
lion  whirii  is  ;i  tiiKiilbtion  of  wine  made  from  the  grape.     lu 
that  imitation  brandy  made  from  spirits  atid  cognac  oil  lio ; 
gets  a  cmdo  product  of  corn,  defeating  entirely  liis  purpose 
in  the  ])reiieripcion.     The  same  applies  to  gin,  ruin,  and  other  ^^ 
articles  wherever  the  imitations  are  fonnd.** '  ^H 

Some  of  the  Kulislaiic»?s  named  by  witneMies  as  oceiirring  in  ^i 
the  oils  and  easeliccs  used  for  this  adulteration  are  stilpliuHc 
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acid,  prasfiic  acid,  fpsel  oil,  creosote,  nitro-benzol — all  poisons, 
and  Bome  of  them  so  virulent  that  a  teaspoonful  would  kill. 

"  I  have  been  warned  when  in  the  employ  of  these  people 
not  to  take  the  crude  rnatenal  into  my  mouth,"  said  one  of 
the  witneescB.  Another  witness  denied  that  there  was  any 
danger  in  the  infinitesimal  portions  used  of  the  flavoring 
matter. 

"The  only  result,"  said  one  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, "  of  the  testimony  and  hearing  of  the  committee  will  be 
to  educate  the  public  to  the  Trust  methods.  It  will  have  no 
effect  on  the  Trust." 


'* 


A  vELCOATB  to  one  of  tlic  inillciV  national  conventions 
.\  said,  '*  Wo  want  elitwper  wJicut  ami  deni-cr  llonr." 

Tbo  Canadian  Parliament  reports  that  "llio  Bisouit  Asso* 
cUtion,"  wliidt  liad  been  in  exi)>tetice  six  years,  liad  kept  up 
tlie  prices  of  il9  proclncte,  "altliongh  tiic  prices  of  tlie  ingre*, 
dients  need  liave  in  tliat  time  very  materially  tlccrcaecil.' 

An  Associated  I'resfi  dcepatcli  from  Chicago  announced  tliat 
at  "a  joint  mcetiiij;  of  all  tlio  cracker  bakers  between  I'iiis- 
burif  and  tlio  liocky  TLlountainf;,  held  tliis  morning,  it  waft 
nnaniinoiisly  B};ruud  to  advance  the  price  of  crucVers." 

A  '"Bread  Union"  lia*  Iteeti  formed  in  London  for  the 
amalgamation  of  concerns  controlling  hundreds  of  shops.  Its 
cbainiian  instructed  tbo  stocklioldors  that  by  concentrating  a 
large  nnmber  of  shops  under  one  management  in  any  district 
it  could  "quickly  stitic  the  opposition  of  any  small  unprin- 
cipled trader  Ijent  on  rwlncing  prices  for  competition  pur- 
pose*.'* The  Dominion  Parliament,  in  condemning  the  (Iro- 
oeri'  Guild  as  "olmoxions  to  the  pnblic  iiitei-e*t  in  limiting 
competition,  in  enhancing  prices/'  pointed  out  that  "no  roa*|^ 
sonablo  pxcnee  exists  for  many  of  its  arbitrary  acts  and  apvcc-^ 
Hicnte.  The  wliolceale  grocery  trade  had  been  for  many  years 
in  a  flonriBhing  condition ;  faihiree  were  alnioet  unknown," 

Bnt  though  prospcroufi  tho  grucore  formed  tlii&  guild.  mU 
mitting  some,  proscribing  others,  and  established  by  private 
legislation  the  profits  they  desired.  The  proSts  were  "altera 
vard«  incrcdNrd,  and  in  no  instance  lowered,  though  TJtlnea 
gfinonllj  had  fallen." 
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At  MitineapoliF,  tlic  aciit  of  the  greatest  fl onr- inn nuf acta r- 
ing  indiistrj'  In  tlie  ^rorlil,  the  elevatorn  and  niilroaJs  luvo 
aiiiU;(l  .ij,;:inint  tlie  wliea  I -growers  in  :i  way  whirli  tloes  miich 
to  nuilUi;  tlic  dn;ain  of  t!ie  miller,  of   '"clieiipcr   wlieat  and 
dearer  Hour."     A  committe«  of  tlic  Minnesota.  le;Etielaturc  m- 
IMtigaled  this  vombinutinn  in  ISD2.     Tlio  rniijurity  (itQp]>ed 
.short  of  reporting;  tliat  it  tixciJ  tlio  prices  of  wiiuat,  init  aUinit- 
ttA  thnt  some  of  the  toetiinony  tended  that  wnj,  and  tliat  the 
evidence  "  would  seem  to  establish "  tliat  one  of  the    moat 
poirerfiil  railroads  had  done  so,  and  "  had  atteiiipted  to  coereo 
compliance  with  Its  requirements  in  the  matter  of  prices  by 
ibrats  lu  fiidinrra-'a«  lliu  liiisinots  of  Iol-mI  liuyera.'"     A  rciwrt 
from  a  mirmrily  of  the  saiuu  comniitieu  wiis  inoro  outspoken. 
D  enniiiiarizcs  tbc  uvidcnec,  wliicli  sIiom'S  tbnt  the  ruilroads 
uid  liio  olovjitor  comiMinics  united  to  enforce  a  tiniforni  price 
for  wbwit.      This  price  was  six  and  a  quarter  cent*  below 
wlat  it  should  bo.     All  tbo  railroade  adjusted  their  freight 
ntCft  to  tlio  artilicia.1  ''  tist-price,"  and  tliougli  rivaU,  thi>y  all 
dnt^ed  the  same  rates.     Tiie  elevator  coinpanic^.  owning  an 
af^rcgate  of  iifieen  Ltindrcd  elcvatoifi,  bad  a  conmioii  agent 
wbo  sent  word  daily,  by  tclei^ram  and  letter,  to  all   wheat- 
onrcTi  OA  to  tbc  prico  to  be  paid  the  fanners.     Tlie  report 
calculalcfl  the  aiuouiit  thereby  taken  from  the  wheat-^ruwera 
by  the*  idnviilors  at  from  four  tu  five  iiiilliiitiB  of  dulbi'ii  a  year. 
The  tiiidin^rs  of  tlii«  report  were  ratilli^d  by  the  ad(>|>tiuii  of 
its  suggestions  for  a  ruriiwly.    "Tlicrc  is,"  it  suid,  "  no  agency 
bnt  the  8tiito  itself  adc<piutc  to  pmtccl,  now,  the  prodiR-cr  of 
wheat  in  )[inncsota  and  the  Xorlliwest  from  ttie  iiilUicnco  of 
tUs  eombiuc.''    It  therefore  recommended  ihc  erection  and  | 
ojwmtion  of  elevators  by  the  State.     Tins  was  approved  by 
the  T^'piilntiiro  and  by  tho  Governor,  appropriations   were 
tnadt*,  and   ihts  oOicisI^  of  the  State  went  forward  with  tlie  f 
plan  until  the  Siipremo  Court  of  the  State  stopped  tliem  on 
lie  ground  of  '•  uiicx>n8litutionaItty.'* 

I  BLt<urt  of  ihe  InTftMisatiag  Committco  ■ppolittcU  lij  tlic  Ijcgialalurc  o(  Mi»- 
KfMitB  »f  Ittvi,  li>  J.-lt-rniiiia  vlidlicr  olieit  ou  Ukca  vlibout  iBBpcowo  trooa  « 
imbliic  vlo'aior  ib  Duloib.     April  ?,  1M2,  p.  11. 
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Tbat  vtiich  wc  see  the  iiulional  associations  of  n'intcr-\r1i 
millers  And  cpring-wliciat  iiiilkTj,  and  tliu  fisli,  and  tli« 
and  tlic  fniit,  niid  tlic  sa\t,  niid  tliu  preserves,  and  other  com- 
binations reaching  out  to  do  for  a  "  free  brcakfaRt  taWe,"  to 
put  the  "  6C)naro  meal "'  out  of  the  rcacli  of  the  "  sfjuarc  cator,? 
lias  been  achieved  to  tho  Inet  detail  in  engnr  and  meat.  Kvcry 
lialf-cent  up  or  down  in  tho  price  of  siif^r  makes  a  loss  or 
gain  to  the  sugar  eoiiibi nation  at  the  rate  of  $20,000,0)jO  a 
year.  When  it  was  capitalized  for  $50,000,000  it  jraid  divi- 
dends of  1^5.0(10,000  a  yciir.  Tlie  vahic  of  the  relineriea  in 
Uiu  cuniliiniitiiin  wub  put  by  the  JJeiv  Yurk  Legislative  In- 
VCttifcTition  of  It^yi  at  87,0U0,UMy. 

Tho  Hon.  Wni.  Wilgon.  of  the  committee  of  Conrp-csa  in- 
vcetigntin^  tni^^ts  in  l!i8S,  and  the  frainer  uf  the  tiirilT  bit!  of 
18S>3,  in  a  public  connunnication  <|noted  fignnw  BhowinjEt  tliat 
this  Trnst  h:id  a  Buiplns  of  glO.000,000  at  tlie  end  of  1S88, 
after  jwiying  itslOper  cent,  dividend.  The  protits  for  the  next 
fivij  and  a  lialf  tilontlis  wcic  $13,000,000.  Tliis  biirplus  of  one 
year  and  net  pi-otits  of  less  than  half  a  year  to^etiivr  anioant 
to  1^23,000,000,  nearly  half  tho  then  nominal  capital,  and 
Hvernl  limes  monj  than  thu  real  value  of  all  the  conoeriiB,  as 
given  niiove.  Tliuse  profits  to  conservative  a  paper  as  the 
New  Yolk  D'lfhj  Cumitwrciul  JiulUtin  calleil  "  plunder,'* 
nnd  it  rcaUinneil  that  epithet  when  called  to  acconnt.  Slock 
was  issiiwl  for  this  "  fabnious  valuation  "  of  $50.0(Ht.0OO,  pnt 
on  thid  i^T,OOit,000  of  original  value,  and  wm  made  one  of  tlie^J 
Bpccinltics  of  the  stock  market.  ^|l 

"Thcni  has  been  an  cnorniou*  and  widespread  epocnhition^^ 
in  tho  cerliticatcR  of  tho  tnist,"  sjiys  the  report  of  tho  New     i 
York  Senaio.    *'It  wia  plainly  one  of  the  chief  puri>oaes  of     | 
iho  triiiti  lu  pi-ovido  for  the  l^uo  of  tliesc  certificates,  aSonling 
Iberchy  au  opportunity  for  great  spccnlation  in  them,  obvious- 
ly to  the  adv»iita<;e  of  tlio  ticnoDs  managing  the  trnst.    The 
issue  of  $W»4000,0<>y  certificaica  was  amply  iufficieut  for 
speoulaiioii  of  mnny  hiindrcda  of  millions  of  dollars.*"* 

<  TrcMi,  .V«»  T«rk  Senate  IMI,  pp.  *,  IL 
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Siiioo  tljis  investigation  by  tlio  New  York  LcgUlalure,  tbe 
Sugar  Trn&t  lifts  been  roorgiinlzvU  iuto  a  single  corpi>ratioii. 
The  capital  of  liiis  is  *7i.00[i,000.  ail  '"  water,"  since  tlie  value 
of  tlie  pinnts  is  fully  covered  by  tbe  bonds  to  tlie  amount  of 
$10,000,000.  Tbe  actual  value  of  tlie  raHnerics  in  tbe  Trust, 
excludinE;  tbo&c  ivbicb  Iiave  been  closed  or  dismantled,  ^a&  in- 
vestigated l>y  tbe  New  York  WorUl.,  .(anuarj  8,  l^y■i,  and  piit 
at  :$T,T40,000.  Ou  tliisnctiiiil  value  of  |;T,T4o,00iJ  iti  ojieretion 
tlie  Trust  paid  in  regular  aud  extra,  dividoiids  in  1.S93  no  less 
than  910,875,000,  and  acknowledged  tbat  tbcre  was  in  addi* 
tion  tt  surplus  of  $5,0l}0,0O(»  in  tlie  treasury.  Tbia  was  in  ad* 
dtttOD  to  die  iutere&t  on  tbe  $10,000,UOU  of  bonds. 

Wlion  a  farmer  sells  a  etccr,  a  Inmb,  or  u  hog,  and  the  bouse* 
beeper  bays  a  cbop  or  roast,  they  enter  a  market  wliich  for 
the  wliole  continent,  and  for  all  kinils  of  cattle  and  meals,  is 
controlled  by  ibe  combination  of  packers  at  Cliicago  known 
aa  "the  Big  Four."'  This  had  its  origin  in  the  "ovctiing'' 
amuigemcDt.  made  in  1ST3  by  tlio  railrond^  with  preferred 
shippers,  oa  the  oetcnsible  ground  that  these  eliippei-s  could 
etjnalize  or  even  the  cattle  trufTie  of  tlio  roads.  They  received 
$15  08  "a  commieaiion''  on  every  car-load  of  cattle  shipped 
from  tbe  West  to  New  York,  no  matter  by  whom  shipped, 
whether  they  shipped  it  or  had  anylliing  to  do  with  it  or  not. 
The  commiaaion  was  later  reduced  to  ^K'.  Tlicy  soon  became 
targe  shippers  of  cattle ;  and  with  theiio  inargina  In  tlieir  favor 
*■  evening"  was  not  ditHcult  busineM.'  By  ISTS  the  dre*8ed- 
beef  business  had  become  important.  As  tbe  Evener  Com- 
bine bad  concentrated  the  cattle  trado  at  Chicago,  the  dressed- 
beef  interest  necessarily  Iiad  its  homo  at  tbe  same  place.  It  is 
a  curious  fact  that  the  Eveiier  Combine  ceased  about  the  time 
the  dresaed-l»ccf  interest  began  its  phenomenal  career.' 

The  comtuittcc  appointed  by  the  United  States  Senate  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  meat  and  cattle  markets  fixed 

'  Mfal  ProUucU,  \iu\iiA  Sutct  Saiutc,  Sltt  Congress,  lA  Suiiion,  Rcpoct  No> 
at.  laM.  |i,  2. 
'Ni-w  Votk  AwpmWy.  "  Hspbum  Eoporl."  1879,  p.  TO. 
■MMt  P^HJucU.  ITitilcd  SUC4S  Scnte,  I8U0,  p.  8. 
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upon  St.  Louis,  Mo,,  and  November  80,  I88S,  as  the  timB 
mid  placo  of  meeting,  because  tlio  Intcinutioiml  Cuttlo  Range 
AeeociatioQ  and  tlie  Dutclicra'  National  Protective  Aesociatioii 
asfiomblcd  nt  (lie  bhihc  time  and  place.  It  was  eapposcd 
tliat  prominent  mcriibci's  of  ttjese  aHHociations  would  ai-«il 
themselves  of  the  opportitnity  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee. Some  of  tliein  did  tc-stify  fninlclj,  but  tJiR  presence  of 
antagonistic  inflnencca,  espccijilly  in  tlic  International  Cat- 
tle Range  Aeeocintion,  imnicdiatcly  bcc»nio  apparent,  and  in> 
diistriooa  eflortfl  were  made  to  prevent  tlie  iiKjiiiries  of  the 
committee  from  affecting  injuriously  the  dresscd-becf  interest 
at  Cliicngo.  The  committee  found  thaf'mider  tlie  intluence 
of  the  combination  the  price  of  cattle  had  fiono  down  heavily 
For  instance :  In  Jaiiu.ary,  ISS4-,  the  best  f^radc  of  heef  cattle 
sold  at  Chicago  for  £^7.15  per  hundred  pounds  and  in  tranaary, 
188{),  for  95.i0  ;  Nortliwt-'eteni  ninge  aiul  Texas  cattle  nold  in  ^k 
January,  ISS-i,at$5.6U,u»d  in  January,  mtiU, at  1^.^75;  Texas  V 
aod  Indian  cattlo  sold  in  iSS4  nt  t^.lti,  the  price  declining  to 
g3.50  in  December,  1889.  These  arc  the  highest  Chicago 
prices  for  tlio  months  named. 

'■So  far  has  the  centralizing  praccfes  continued  that  for  all 
practical  purposes,"  the  re|Jort  euys,  "the  market  of  that  city 
dominates  absolutely  the  price  of  beef  ciittic  in  the  whole 
country.  Kansas  City,  St.  LoniB,  Omaha,  Cincinnati,  and 
Pittsburg  are  subsidiary  to  the  Chiciigo  marlcet,  and  their 
priecs  are  regulated  and  lixcd  by  the  great  market  on  the 
jnlto."'  This  great  btisiiies«  in  prnrtically  in  the  hands  of  four 
establishments  at  Chicago.  Tlie  largest  houses  have  a  capacity 
for  slaaghtcring  3.500  cattle,  'AMO  eheep,  and  12.000  hogs 
every  ten  hours.  When  the  Senate  comniittce  visited  Chicago, 
it  was  fonnd  impoesible  to  obtjiin  the  frank  and  full  testimony 
of  cither  the  commission  men  doing  bnsincss  at  the  Union 
Btoetc  Yards,  or  of  the  employ^  of  the  packing  and  di-c«ted- 
beef  houBuH.  The  funner  testified  reluelatitly,  ami  were  nn- 
que«lionably  under  some  sort  of  comtraint  us  to  their  public 


>  Hmi  ^wlucu,  UntlctI  Scatc*  SeiuU-,  189(1,  Pt^  I.  & 
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lone.  In  private  they  stated  to  the  members  of  the 
comintLlec  that  a  combination  ctcrtaiiilj  oxisteil  between  the 
"Bip  Four;"  Imt  when  put  on  the  stajul  as  witnefises  they 
diuffli-J  and  priivarlcatcii  to  such  a  degree  :is,  in  many  cases, 
to  excite  comiui deration.     The  conimitteo  i-cpurted  tlmt  the 

erwheliuing  wuif^lil  of  tci-tiinonT  fmni  witnesses  of  the  liigh- 

^cUimictcr,  and  from  ail  pnits  of  the  West,  w  to  the  effect 
ftttlc-owners  going  witli  tlicir  cattle  to  tlic  Ctiicago  and 
lEaniiag  City  markets  lirid  no  competition  amont;  biiyci's,  and 
if  tliey  refuBe  to  take  the  tiret  bid  are  geneniliy  forced  to  ac- 
cept A  Eon-cr  one. 

Afi  to  the  eJfect  upon  retailers.  local  bntcliei-s,  and  consuiii- 
era,  it  yia&  admitted  by  the  bij^jteat  of  llic  Bi^  Tuiir  '"that 
tbey  combined  to  fix  the  price  of  beef  to  tlic  purcliaaer  and 
eonBumer,  bo  ns  to  keep  «p  tlic  cost  in  tlieir  own  interest.'" 
Tliey  combined  in  opening  shops  ami  nndersoUing  tlie  biitch- 
en  of  cattle  nt  ptacea  all  over  the  coinih-y,  iit  order  to  force 
tbem  to  bnydi-ej^sed  meat.  Tltey  combined  in  refusing  to  sell 
any  incat  to  butcliers  at  Washington,  D.  C,  because  tlio  butcli- 
en  had  bid  against  them  for  contracts  to  supply  with  mente 
tlie  Ciovemnaont  institutions  in  t)ie  District  of  Columbia. 

The  compolsion  piit  npon  local  biitclicrs  is  illustrated  in  tlio 
8  eaw-     The  following;  tele^'ram  wi\&  sent  from  the  office 

nf  one  of  t}ie  eonibin:itiun  at  Chicago  Co  an  aguiit  in  PennsyL 

vania:  "Cannot  allow  S to  cuntlnno  killing  live  cattle. 

if  lie  will  not  Rtop.  make  other  arrangements  ^I'd  make  prices 
to  can  get  liia  trade." 

S vras  n  local  bntcher.  He  testified  that  he  was  ap- 
proached by  the  agent  with  a  proposition  that  he  should  sell 
dressed  beef.  He  refnecd,  and  wa«  tlion  informed  that  lie 
woold  be  broken  np  in  bueinobe.  Xotwitlistnnding  tliirt  threat, 
be  continncd  to  butcher,  and  made  his  purcliaeea  of  cattle  at 
Baffalo.  From  the  time  of  liia  rcfnsal  to  sell  drcfscd  beef  as 
proposed,  be  could  not  buy  any  meat  from  Chicago,  and  could 
not  get  any  ca»  from  the  Erie  lUilroad  to  ship  his  cattle  from 


'  Hc&i  Prwlucu,  UiiiwU  Sutei  Scnue,  imo.  p. «. 
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Buffalo.    lie  was  boycotted  for  l>is  refusal  to  discoiilinue  kill- 
ing cattle.'    One  of  the  combination,  wlieii  testif^-Jiig  to  tliii  _ 
matter,  discliiiiiicd  responsibility  for  tlic  dcapatcli,  but  fitato<la| 
tlmt  ho  (lid  not  think  a  butcher  should  be  permitted  to  kill 
cattle  and  at  the  same  time  sell  di-e&sed  beef.    "He  coaM 
not  serve  both  intcrcHts."'     '*  Wb  liai'e  no  liwitation  in  Rtating 
as  our  con  c1  tin  ion,  from  :ill  the  tiicis,"  says  the  rojiort,  "  that  a 
conibiiiation  exists  at  Chicago  between  the  principal  dre«8ed- 
beef  and  packing  hoiiftcs,  which  controls  the  market  and  fixeft^ 
the  price  of  beef  cattle  in  their  own  interest" 

"Wiien  pork  is  chciip,  less  beef  is  eaten.    Beef  monopolj 
nrnst  therefore  widen  into  pork  monopoly.     Tliie  has  liai 
pencil.     There  is  a  combination  botwoon  tlie  porU-pnckors 
Chicago  and  tho  larjio  Ix'of-packcre.    It  bejpin  in  1SS6.    Thsl 
oxislenco  of  such  an  arranj>cmcnt  waa  admitted  by  ita  most 
important  member ;  and  it  is  found  to  have  scrionsly  affect* 
the  prices  of  boef  cattle,  both  to  the  producer  and  conanrnt 
It  was  shown  that  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Big  Tour  ini 
in  ^8i^9  prolita  equal  to  'JO  per  cent,  on  its  capital  stock- 
wliich  may,  or  may  not,  have  been  paid  in — ^anil  tliia  was  no| 
the  largest  of  ttie  companies.     As  to  the  idea  that  other  cai 
talists  might  enter  into  competition  with  tlioite  now  in  p 
Bion,  the  report  says:    "Tho  cnonnous  capital  of  the  great 
houses  now  dominating  tlic  market,  which  each  year  bccomoa 
lai^r,  enables  them  to  buy  off  ail  i-ii-als." 

The  faroritiBm  on  llie  highwnyg,  in  which  this  power 
its  origin  in'l873,  has  continued  thronghont  to  be  its 
slay.  The  raih'oads  ^ive  rates  to  the  dressed-beef  men  which 
tlicy  refuse  to  shippers  of  cattle,  even  though  they  ship  by  the 
train-load — ''an  unjnst  and  indefensible  discrimination  bjtlie 
railroads  against  the  shipiter  of  live  cattle."  The  report  says : 
*'Tbis  is  the  spirit  and  controlling  idea  of  the  gi-cat  monopo^^ 
lies  which  dominate  the  country.  .  .  /  No  one  factor  has  beci^H 
more  potent  and  active  in  effecting  an  entire  revolution  in  the 
metltods  of  marketing  the  meat  supply  of  the  United  State* 


",^ 
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than  tlie  railway  transportation.")^   There  have  been  discrimi-      Q 
nations  by  the  common  carriere  of  the  ocean  as  well  as  by  the 
wilroadB.     The  steamship  companieB  exclude  all  other  ship- 
pare,  by  selling  all  their  capacity  to  the  members  of  the  beef    ., 
combine,  sometimes  for  months  in  advance.     It  is  useless  for 
any  other  shipper  to  apply- 

Property  is  monopoly,  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  says.  Those  who  own  the  bread,  meat,  sugar,  salt,  can 
fix  tlie  price  at  which  they  will  sell.  They  can  refuse  to  sell. 
It  is  to  these  fellow-men  we  must  pray,  "  Give  us  this  day 
oar  daily  bread."  And  when  we  bare  broken  bread  for  the 
last  time,  we  can  get  entrance  to  our  "  long  homo  "  only  by 
paying  "  exorbitant "  toll  for  our  slironds  and  our  coflSns  to 
the  "Undertakers'"  and  the  "Kational  Burial  Case"  associa- 
tions.' 

■  Hut  Products,  United  Sutes  Senate,  1890. 

■Trastf>,  New  Tork  Seoute,  1886.     CombiDatious,  Canadian  Parliament,  1888. 
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It  whs  an  American  idea  to  "  atnlco  oil."  Those  who  knew 
it  as  the  "filiiiic"  of  GciieiiU,  (ir  used  it  to  stick  ttigctlicr  the 
bricke  of  the  Tower  of  Dabcl,  or  knelt  to  it  in  tlio  iiro 
temples,  were  content  to  take  it  as  it  rose,  the  ensy  gift  of 
natnro,  ooj/iiig  fortli  on  brook  or  spring.  But  the  Americfflii 
struck  it. 

The  world,  going  into  partial  eclipse  on  ncconnt  of  the  fai!- 
iug  supply  of  whiUc  oil,  hud  ita  Umpa  all  re-ndy  for  the  new 
light,  and  indiiElne&  beyond  number  needed  only  an  expansion 
"^Of  the  snpplj. 

De  ^\'itt  Clinton,  with  the  same  genitis  that  gave  ns  tlie  \ 
£ne  Canal,  Kti^i^Hted  iis  early  ua  1S14  the  ii&e  of  petroleum  for 
ligliL  KuiehenlKieh,  tin;  i;reat  Cfernian  chemist,  predicted  in 
1S20  that  ])HtrulL'ntii  wnnUl  yield  an  ilhiininiitinj^  oil  C(|ual  to 
the  finest.  Inventors  and  nioney>ii)akerit  kept  up  elosu  witli 
scientific  investigators  in  Frii nee,  Great  Britain,  and  America* 

Ae  i^rly  as  1645  the  iiiannfactiirc  of  coal-oil,  both  fur  light 
and  other  purjKtecs,  liad  become  important  in  France.  SelHgiie) 
had  made  himself  master  of  the  scerots  of  petrolenm.  His 
name,  i>ays  one  of  lii^  ehroniclcre,  "  mnttt  forever  rcDi.iin  insep- 
arably connected  with  that  of  the  nninufaetnre  of  light  from 
oil,  and  to  his  refiearchca  few  have  been  able  to  add."  '  ^h 

The  name  of  this  geniue  and  benefactor  of  Inimanity  haa  rti^| 
mained  almost  unknown,  except  within  a  email  scientific  world. 
He  wjis  a  member  of  ihe  I'Vcncb  Academy,  and  almost  everj 
year  between  1834  and  1848  lie  came  to  it  with  some  now 


■  F.  II.  Sumr,  Amiriivii  Jttnui  «/  Seimct,  vgl.  ixx.,  ISM. 
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WVty.    On  one  occasion  lie  reminds  liU  associates  that  lio 
liolJd  a  patent,  ^[ranted  in  1S32,  for  tnaking  illuminating  oil 
from  coal,  and  declares  that  tiie  bueineee  can  be  developed  to 
«iy  extent  which  commerce  ui-  the  arts  may  rcfjiiirf.   By  1S45 
In  had  imlockod  ncai'ly  ever;  one  of  the  hidden  pluccs  iu  wliicli 
lilts  extraordinary  produce  Irns  atored  its  wondere.     lie  fuund 
oat  liou*  to  make  illuiiiiiiutinguil.  ilhnninatitig  gas.  lubricating 
«il,  colore,  paraffiiic  for  candlc«,  fcrtiliitera,  sulvente  for  nxiu 
for  painter*,  healing  washes,  eliciuicals.     lie  had  three  refin- 
eries iu  operation  in  the  Department  Saoncct-Loirc,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  report  of  n  committee  of  the  French  Academy 
in  liviO.     He  exhibited  hie  t)ils>  in  the  London  Exhibition  of 
lS51,and  twelve  years  before,  in  the  l*;in«ian  Industrial  Exhi- 
bition of  1839.  he  had  crnde  and  refined  oils  and  paraffine  to 
show,     "  Among  the  moet  important  objects  of  tlie  exhibi- 
tion," Baid  its  German  liistorian.  \'on  Hermann,  "  if  they  can 
be  prepared  economically.'*  CXhie  Selligae  accomplished.^  Be- 
tween 1S3T  and  IS4."5  he  retintd  more  than  4,000,CHiO  peunda 
of  oil,  ami  5U  per  cent,  of  hi&  product  wae  good  lllmtiinatlng 


on. 


Before  1850,  the  Scoteli  had  succeeded  in  gcttinj;:  petra- 
leutii,  called  ehale  oil,  out  of  bituminous  coal,  had  found  how 
to  retino  it,  and  Iiad  perfected  lamps  in  which  it  would  bum. 
jMhna  Merrill,  the  pioneer  of  oil  refininj;  in  this  country, 
with  hiA  [lartncre,  siiccessfnlly  rctincd  petroleum  at  Wiilthaiii, 
Moee..  where  they  established  themselves  in  1853.  The  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  were  making  kerosene  as  early  as  IS56 
from  Scotch  coal,'  imported  at  &  cost  of  $30  to  $25  a  ton. 
and  getting  ex]>erts  like  Silliman  to  analyze  petrolenm,  in  the 
hope  that  aomehow  a  supply  of  it  mii;liC  be  got.  Ity  1S(!0 
there  -were  eixty-four  of  these  manufacteriee  in  the  L'nited 
States.  **  A  crowd  of  obecnre  iuvcntors,"  eaye  Kelix  Fouoon, 
in  the  lit-vne  iteg  D'-ux  Mornfeir,  "with  uuromitling  labors 
jierfected  tlie  lainji — when  it  was  premature  to  dream  that 
illninination  by  mineral  oil  should  beuosic  universal.'*     AU 


1  PeUdlMitn  uid  Iu  Product*,  by  8.  F.  I'tcUaii>,  U.  &  C«t>8U«,  18S6,  p.  159. 
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vena  rcadr.  as  the  eininctit  English  geologist,  Bianejr,  said, 
*'for  the  etart  of  tlie  vast  American  petroleum  trade."  It 
■VM  not  a  lack  of  knowledge,  but  a  lack  of  petrolBUtii,  tliat 
lianipered  the  Americau  manufacturer  before  I860.'  Tlie 
market,  the  capital,  the  conBiimei",  the  skilled  labor,  the  invcn- 
tions^  and  seiunco  were  itll  waiting  for  "  Colonel "  Drake. 

With  Dmke's  siiecess  in  "  striking  oil  "  carao  to  an  end  the 
period,  lasting  thousands  of  years,  of  firo  temples,  sweep  and 
bucket,  Senocn  oil ;  and  came  to  an  end,  nko,  tlie  Arcadian  eim- 
plicity  of  the  old  times — old  though  so  recent — in  which  Pro- 
fessor SilUman  could  say.  ''  It  h  not  nioiiopolized  ))}'  any  one, 
but  Is  carried  away  frcgly  Ijy  all  who  earc  to  collect  it." 

Thu  oil  age  bcgtiia  charactvriKlioilly.  As  eoon  as  Drako'6 
ivell  hud  made  known  its  precious  contents  lior&es  began  nin- 
niog,  aod  telegrams  flying,  and  money  paeeing  to  get  poeeos- 
eion  of  the  oil  lande  for  the  few  who  knew  from  those  who  did 
not  know.  The  primitive  days  when  "it  was  not  monopo- 
lized by  any  one"  were  over.  Ttiouflandii  of  derricks  rose  all 
over  the  territory,  ftnd  oil  scouts  pushed  with  their  compaeses 
through  the  forcsta  uf  the  wildernc63  in  all  directions.  Wells 
were  bored  all  over  Europe,  as  well  &e  America,  wherever 
traces  uf  oil  showed  tliemHolwg,  somctimea  so  close  together 
that  when  one  was  pumped  it  would  euck  air  frnm  the 
other. 

As  »>on  as  the  pctrolcniii  began  to  flow  out  of  the  ground, 
refineries  Kinrted  up  ut  every  available  place.  They  were  built 
near  the  wcIIh,  as  at  Titimvillo  and  Oil  City,  and  near  the  cen- 
tres of  tranEportation,  eucli  as  PitUhnrg  and  liutfalo.  and  near 
the  points  of  export,  ns  Philadclphi:!,  Baltimore,  New  Voik. 
Numbei-s  of  little  cstablishmcnls  uppciircd  on  the  Jei'scy  data 
opposite  New  York. 

There  was  plenty  of  oil  for  every  one  :  at  one  time  in  1S62 
it  was  only  ten  centa  a  barrel.  The  meaiia  of  refining  it  had 
long  before  been  found  by  science  and  w«rc  open  to  all ;  and 
even  poor  men  building  little  £tilU  could  year  by  year  add  oUj 


CAPITAL  £ASr  VO  OET 


41 


to  their  works,  inoppsBO  tlieir  capital,  &nd  (icquiro  the  self-oon- 
fideuco  and  independence  of  siicces&riil  luon.  Tlie  bii^iticss 
ns  one  of  the  mo»t  attmctive  possible  to  capital.  "There  is 
nnlianddoiticr  bn^iiieos  than  this  is/'snid  one  of  the  great  iiicr- 
dunts  of  New  York.  "  You  can  buy  the  (crude)  oil  one  week, 
and  soil  it  the  nc:(t  week  refined,  and  yon  cnn  imagine  the 
qQantit^  of  bttjsine!^  tliac  can  )>e  done."  M«n  who  nndcrstood 
tho  business,  he  said,  *>  if  they  had  nut  Ihu  eapital  could  get  idl 
of  the  money  they  wanted."  ' 

AVIiaiever  itew  proccsseti  and  coiilrlvncicee  were  needed  Uie 
futile  Aniencai)  mind  set  abent  Atipplying.  To  can'y  the  oil 
ia  bnik  on  the  railroads  tnbs  on  llat  cnm  ware  Hrst  need :  but 
it  yrtu  not  long  before  the  tub  wns  itiftde  of  iron  itistcad  of 
wood,  and,  laid  on  Us  eidc  iiiBtoad  of  bottom,  became  the  tank 
of  the  cvlindcr  car  novp  so  familiar. 

The  lluld  wliicli  lubricates  to  aiKuy  other  thinf^  on  their 
ir»y  ttirouifli  the  world  is  easily  miidc  to  slip  tt«o1f  aJung  to 
miirlivt.  Qencnl  S.  D.  Kama  was  t!ie  aullior.'  in  1360,  cif  llio 
first  snpgeslion  of  a  pipe  line,  lie  planned  only  for  oil  to  run 
down  hill.  Then  Hutchinson,  the  inventor  of  tlio  Hutchinfion 
rotary  pump,  saw  that  oil  conid  ho  forced  thronph  by  press- 
ore,  and  the  idea  of  the  pipe  line  was  complete.  The  first  suc- 
cessful pipe  line,  put  down  by  Samuel  Van  Syekel,'  ot  Titus- 
rille,  in  1S65,  from  Pitliole  to  Miller's  Farm,  four  miles,  has 
grown  into  a  nct-worlc  of  thousamU  of  itiile5,  rnnning  tlirongU 
the  streets  of  towns,  ncroes  fields  ntid  donr.yards,  nnder  and 
over  and  beside  roads,  with  trunk  linc^  which  extend  from 
tlic  oil  regions  to  Pittsbnrg,  Cicvoland,  linff-ilo.  Italtimore, 
Now  York,  Williamaport,  Chicago,  and  the  Oliio  River. 

Tli«re  was  a  free  market  for  the  oil  iig  it  eaiiii}  out  of  the 
wollfi  and  out  of  the  refineries,  and  free  compollllon  between 
bttyem  and  sellers,  producei-s  and  con&umcre,  iiminifactnrers 
and  trndcn.    Industries  iLuxiliary  to  the  main  ones  tlotirislicd. 


■  TrtlinxiiiT  d(  Fimaa  BentlMimcr,  Kotv  York  JUKitiiiiy  "  Ilqibuni "  Ctpottk 
ISTP.  |>.  SS40  aiid  folimrliiv- 

■  r«iitil*uni  ktkl  lu  PrwlucU,  l>«  S.  F.  pMhIiani,  C.  S.  Ccntut,  ISSS,  p,  03. 

■  Sunc;  p^  93, 
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Ererj'wliero  the  eccne  wa*  of  expanding  prosperity,  with,  oi 
oourEc,  tikC  inevitable  pcrccntaj^e  of  ill-luck  nnd  nu&calcula- 
tion ;  but  with  the  balance,  on  ttic  whole,  of  siicli  happy  growth 
a«  freedom  and  tlie  bounty  of  natura  have  alwajB  vieklcd 
when  iti  partnersliip.  Tlie  valleys  of  Pennsylvania  ehunged 
into  busy  towns  and  oil  tields.  Tlio  highways  were  crowded, 
labor  was  well  employed  at  good  wage*,  new  industries  were 
BtarUng  up  on  all  eidee,  and  everything  betokened  tlio  per-, 
m&nent  creation  of  a  new  prosperity  for  tlio  whole  communi4 
ty,  like  that  wliioh  came  to  California  and  tlio  world  with  the] 
discovery  of  gold. 

Bnt  lihndowit  of  snnset  began  to  creep  over  the  field  in  its 
morning  time,  and  the  strange  epectaele  came  of  wiilt^pread 
ruin  in  nn  industry  prospering  by  great  leaps.  Wherever 
men  moved  to  discover  oil  lands,  to  dig  wells,  to  build  refine 
iw  or  pipe  linof^  to  buy  and  soil  the  oil,  or  to  move  it 
market,  a  blight  fell  upon  them. 

The  oil  age  began  in  1860.     As  early  as  1865  strange  pc 
tui'bittions  were  fell,  showing  that  eonie  undiscovered  Ixidj 
was  pulling  tlie  others  out  of  their  regular  orbits. 

Before  tlio  panic  of  1978 — dnys  of  buoyant  general  pi-osp 
ity,  with  no  commercial  i^eviiUioii  for  a  canse — the  citizens  of 
this  indiieti-y  began  to  suffer  a  wholesale  lo&s  of  projjcrty  und, 
bueincaa  among  the  refineries  in  New  York,  Pittsbnrg,  Clevc 
land,  and  ctsewheru,  the  wells  of   the  oil  valleys,  mid  tbi 
markets  at  home  and  abroad. 

To  the  bnitding  of  rcBneries  succeeded  the  spectacle 
^truige  one  for  m  new  a  buisinCBs — of  the  abandonment  nnc 
dismantling  of  refineriea  by  tlio  acore.     The   market  for  oil 
(Orade  and  refined,  which  had  been  a  natnral  one,  bvgan 
move  erratically,  by  incalculable  inllncnces.     It  wont  dowi 
wliL'i)  it  tihould  have  gone  np  accoi'ding  to  all  tho  known  fact 
of  the  situation,  and  went  up  when  it  should  have  gone  dov 
This  »ovt.  of  e.x[>erience. defying  ordinary  calculatlona  and  vii 
uce,  made  biibineBs  men  gamblers. 

"We  began  speculating  in  the  hope  that  thci-e  would  be 
clunge  some  time  or  other  for  the  bettor,"  teetificd  one  wl 
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into  the  liU6inew  among  tlie  firsts  aud  whit  ample 
upitil  Aiid  expert  skill.' 

The  fright  among  the  people  was  propoiiiocato  to  the 
work  tlicy  Imd  done  and  thu  value  of  vbat  thej  were  losioj;. 
Sineo  tbo  tint  well  wne  sunk  tlio  wildcnic^B  htid  become  a 
haer  region,  teeming  with  acMvity  and  endowed  with  wealth, 
lu  ten  ^'e:irs  the  bu»i»e«g  had  sprung  np  from  nothing  to  a 
net  prodncl  of  G.000,000  ban-eU  of  oil  a  yvaj,  u&ing  a  capita.1 
of  920O.im).0OU  and  supporting  a  popiilatioa  of  UO.OOU  pco 
pie.  The  j>eople  were  drilling  one  liundrcd  new  wclU  i>er 
mootb,  at  ail  average  cost  of  ^CWO  each.  They  hud  devised 
llie  fortiiJii,  and  provided  the  financial  itistitntions  needed  in 
a  new  businessi.  They  invented  many  new  niid  ingenious 
medianital  rontrivances.  Tiiev  liad  liuilt  up  townis  and  cities, 
with  BchooU,  clinrchee,  lyceiuus,  theatres,  Jibrariea,  boards  of 
trade.  There  were  nine  <laily  and  eighteen  weekly  newspa- 
pers published  in  the  region  and  anpportod  by  it.  All  this 
had  been  created  in  ten  ycara,  at  a  cost  of  untold  millions 
tu  experiuicnts  and  failures,  and  the  nii^re  precious  cost  of 
sacritioc,  enlfering,  toil,  und  life. 

The  ripe  fruit  of  all  lliis  wonderful  development  the  men 
of  the  oil  country  saw  being  sn-itclivd  ^way  from  them.' 

More  tlian  onoe  during  tlioee  lean  ycam,  a&  more  than  unce 
later,  the  public  alarm  went  to  tlic  verge  of  violent  outbreak. 
This  ruiuous  prosperity  bronght  f^tolid  Pennsylvania  wjtliia 
sight  of  eivil  war  in  187^.  which  v-'na  tlie  prinvipnl  subject  be* 
fore  tlie  Ponneylvani*  Logisl.ilnre  of  that  year,  and  forced  Con- 
gress to  make  an  offieiJil  invefitigatinn. 

The  \ew  Vnrk  Ijogt)<tature  followed  Congn'ss  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature  with  ati  iiivc*tigaliou  in  IvSrO. 

"There  was  great  popular  excitement.  .  .  .  it  raged  like 
a  violent  fever,"  was  the  description  it  heard  of  the  etato  of 
tilings  in  Pcnn»iylvanin.' 

Thet«  were  jmniLS  in  oil  speculation,  bank  failures,  dofaloa- 

*  TMlimoar,  TraiU,  Uongreu,  I8S8,  p.  814. 

*  Tttmrllle  .Vnmujr  Ht^^I'I  Uarch  20.  1872. 

*  ToMlmoa/.  Erie  Inti'sUgRiion.  New  York  AncnU?,  1818,  p.  418. 
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i\om.    Miny  coinmittcd  eiiicMo.    Hundrode  vcrc  drivoo  into 
bankniptcy  and  invito  iisyiiiinii. 

Wliere  everv  one  else  failed,  out  of  this  liavoo  and  social 
disorder  one  little  group  of  balf  a  dozen  ineii  vrorc  rising  to 
tlie  povrer  and  wealtli  which  have  become  tlie  marvel  of  the 
worldXXhe  6rftt  of  tbcm  came  tardily  into  the  field  about 
1SC2.  lie  started  \  little  refinery  in  CleTcIaud,  hnndreda  of 
inilBii  from  the  oil  wells.  Tlio  sistj  and  more  manufacturers 
who  hnd  been  able  to  plant  tliemiielv«8  before  1S60,  when 
thev  lind  to  dutil  coal  into  ]>etru1eum  before  they  conhl  refine 
petrok'um  into  kero&cne,  had  been  multiplied  into  hundreds 
by  the  iirrivul  of  pctrolcnm  ready  made  from  bolon*.  Somo 
of  tho  richest  and  meet  eucceesful  busim:£«  men  of  the  country 
had  pitMOtlcd  him  and  wore  fioiirisbing.'  lie  bad  been  a  book- 
keeper, and  then  a  partner,  in  a  very  email  country- prod aco 
store  in  Cleveland.  As  described  by  hie  counsel  &oiuu  yoara 
later,  he  was  a  ''man  of  brains  and  onpr|*y  n'illiout  money." 
AVitb  bim  were  bis  brother  and  au  Ent^lish  ineclianic.  The 
mechanic  was  bought  out  later,  as  all  tlie  expert  skill  needed 
oould  be  got  for  wugoe,  which  were  chwipor  tlmu  dividends.* 
Two  or  throe  years  Inter  another  partner  was  added,  who 
began  lifo  as  *^fl  clerk  tii  a  connlry  store,^'  nnd  bad  been 
in  salt  and  lumber  in  tho  Wisel.  A  youug  man,  who  had 
been  in  tliu  oil  resglon  only  eleven  years,  and  for  two  of  tbc 
eleven  bad  lieen  urmnd-boy  and  bookkvvper  in  a  mixed  uil 
and  mcrctiRiidiiio  buaincss,*  a  lawyer,  a  mili'oail  man,  a  cotloii 
broker,  a  farm  laborer  wlio  bad  bccomo  refiner,  wore  admit- 
ted at  variuut)  timv4  into  tho  ruling  eoteric. 
'■  Tbo  revolution  which  rovokctl  nil  the  freemen  of  this  in- 
dustry down  a  vortex  had  no  sooner  begun  than  the  public 
began  to  eliow  ite  agitation  through  evory  organ.   The  spccta- 
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■TMliniuuy  vt  Sknvu  Bcrnbeinwr.  N««  York  AsMinlilf  "ItcfUim"  Kcport, 
1ST9,  |>  B348. 

*To«iiinciiiT,  FrttK'"  DisctiiainaliDii«,  OhI»  Houm  of  BvproMDUiivc*,  tSTt,  p^ 
ISi-S. 

■  TisUniwy,  Tnuu,  Cixigrtu,  1S88,  {x  901. 

*TMliiuaiiT,  Pcflmjrtnnii  Tas  Cue,  IMS,  f>.  466. 
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cle  of  a  few  iii«d  at  tlio  oontre  of  tUfngii,  in  offioes  rieli  with 
plile  glasa  and  velvet  pliifili,  Btnging  a  eircn  eong  n'hicli  drew 
alltlietrconipL-titorsto  bimlcmptcjor  insuiiity  orotlicr  forms  of 
''cooperation,'^  did  not  progroso,  as  it  mi^Iit  liavc  doiio  a  linii- 
drod  years  ago.  unnoticed  euvc  by  those  who  were  the  iniinedi- 
ite  sufferer*.  The  nowdoiiioei-ncy  began  questioning  tbo  Dew 
vcaltli,'  Town  meetings,  organiztLtions  of  trades  and  special 
interests,  grand  juries,  cominittccg  of  State  legislatures  and  of 
tbo  United  Stnt@  Senate  and  House  of  Itepreeentatlves,  the 
dril  and  criminal  coiirte,  have  been  in  almost  conataot  action 
and  inquiry  eiace  and  because. 

It  was  before  the  Comiuittee  of  Commerce  of  the  National 
House  of  liepresentativea  in  1873  that  tbo  first  autiientic  evi- 
dence was  obtained  of  tbo  cause  of  tbc  singular  ruin  wliieh 
was  overwhelming  eo  fair  a  field.  This  investigation  in  1ST3 
waj&anppresee<l  after  it  had  gone  a  little  wxy.  Congivx^  said, 
iarcbtigate.  Another  power  said,  Don't  investigate.  But  it 
was  not  stopped  until  the  people  had  fontid  unt  timt  they  and 
tbc  production,  refining,  and  transportation  of  their  oil — the 
whole  oil  industry,  not  alone  of  the  valleys  where  the  petrole- 
um wnsfunnd,  but  of  the  districts  wiieru  it  wait  niannfnctured, 
and  the  niark(;ts  where  it  was  bought  and  sold,  and  the  ports 
from  which  it  was  shipped  ahroo^l — had  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  secret  "contract'"  between  certain  citizens.  Tlio 
))igh  contracting  partici  to  tliis  treaty  for  the  disposal  of  .-in  in- 
dustrial province  were,  on  one  side,  all  the  great  railroad  com- 
panion, without  whoso  services  tbc  oil,  crndo  or  retiiiod,  eonld 
nut  bo  moved  to  refineries,  markets,  or  ports  of  shipment  on 
river,  lake,  or  ocean.  On  the  other  side  was  a  body  of  thirteen 
men,  "not  one  of  whom  lived  in  the  oil  regions,  or  was  an 
owner  of  oil  wells  or  oil  lands,"  who  had  associated  themselves 
for  tbo  control  of  the  oil  business  under  the  winning  name  o: 
the  South  Improvement  Company.' 


'  Thifl  c«tilnc*  la  prlnlrd  In  full  in  Esliil^Itf ,  Now  York  A»i'ii)lil>  "  Hcpbum* 
EcTcrt,  IS7V.  pp.  416-at,  kn'l  TtuU  Repgri,  Coiigr«M,  ISita,  ppL3IlT-Cl. 
<  Tnuu,  CoD^rcM,  lUS,  p.  UX. 
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''    By  tliucontraoi:  the  railroadB  had  agreed  with  this  company 
of  citizens  as  follows : 
1.  To  double  freight  rates. 

5.  Xot  toch»rge  tliern  tlie  incroafic. 

3.  To  give  them  the  increase  collected  from  all  oompetitore. 

4.  To  muke  any  otiier  chanf^e  of  rntoe  nccoeenry  to  guaran- 
tee their  smwi««  in  hiiaitiLfs. 

Ik  To  ileetroj  their  iHimpetilors  by  high  freight  otes. 

6.  To  spy  out  the  detaiU  of  their  competitors'  business.  ■ 
The  incrnaAC  in  rntca  in  some  cases  \irss  to  he  more  than 

donhlc'  Those  higher  rates  were  to  bo  ostensibly  cliurgud  tu 
all  shippere,  including  the  thirteen  memhcrs  of  the  South  Iin- 
proveiiient  Coni|>any ;  bnt  that  fraternity  only  did  not  hare 
to  pay  them  rwilly.  All,  or  ncnrly  ull,  thy  increiu';*!  it  paid 
was  lo  lie  paid  hack  ngsin — a  *'  rcljatc." '  The  increase  paid 
hy  ei*ery  one  ehc — "on  all  trans^wrted  hy  other  jwirties" — 
was  not  paid  back.  It  was  to  he  kept,  but  not  by  the  rail- 
roads. Tliitse  were  to  band  that,  too,  over  to  the  Houtii  Im- 
FroToment  Company. 
This  secret  iimtngciucnt  made  tbo  Actual  rate  of  the  Sotith 
Improvement  Coinpsny  niach  lowe^^^metimes  half,  Boine- 
times  ]et«  than  liidf,  what  all  others  paid.  The  railroad  offl- 
ciaU  were  not  to  collect  the«e  enhanced  freight  rates  from 
the  nnsuspecting  subjects  of  this  "  contract "  to  turn  them 
into  this  treasury  of  the  railroads.  Tlicy  wero  to  give  thciii 
over  lo  the  gentlemen  who  cnllcd  theineclrcft  "South  Im- 
provement Company."  Tlio  "principle"  was  that  Iho  rail- 
road was  not  to  got  the  benefit  of  the  additional  charge  it 
made  to  the  people.  No  matter  how  high  the  railroads  put  the 
rates  to  tlic  comniuiiity,  not  tho  railroads,  bat  the  Improyenient 
Company,  was  to  get  the  gain.  The  railroads  bound  them- 
selvt-a  tu  charge  every  one  else  the  highest  nominal  rates  mun- 
tioned.  "They  shall  not  be  less,"  was  thoalipulation.  They 
might  Ix"  more  up  to  any  point;  hot  Jess  they  must  not  be.' 
The  j-ate  for  carrying  petroleum  to  Cleveland  to  be  relincd 


>  Alt.  S,  SM  S. 


*An.i;sse.4. 


•  Art  S,  M«  0. 
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vu  to  bo  advAiicpd.  for  instance,  to  SO  cents  a  ImiitoI.  When 
pkid  hy  the  Soutli  Iiiiproveineiit  CoTii]Kinj'.  40  cents  of  the  80 
were  to  be  refunded  to  it;  when  paiti  bjr  any  one  else,  tlit 
40  cents  wero  not  merely  not  to  bo  rcfnndeiJ,  Uit  to  be  paid 
OTcr  to  bus  competitor,  this  nepiritig  eclf-improvoment  con*- 
panj".'  The  cbai^  on  refined  oil  to  Coeton  was  increased  to 
|3.07 ;  and.  in  the  same  waj,  the  Sontli  IinprovGnitiit  Com- 
pany waa  to  get  back  a  rebate  of  :j»l.33  on  every  barrel  it 
HJiil  to  Boston,  and  on  every  barrel  any  one  else  sent.  The 
South  Improvement  Comixmy  was  to  i-cceive  tarns  ranging 
from  40  cents  to  #1.3^,  uiid  avcm^iiig  u  dollar  u  barrel  on 
sll  eliipmeiita,  wlietliur  made  by  itself  or  by  otbci-s.  Tbia 
iroald  give  the  company  an  income  of  a  dollar  a  day  on 
e^ery  one  of  the  i!S,0(K)  ijarrcls  then  bein^  produced  dnily, 
whether  its  members  Jrillcd  for  it,  or  piped  it,  or  Btorcd  it, 
ur  retiiied  i(,  or  not. 

To  pay  money  to  the  railroads  for  tliem  to  pay  back  was 
iecn  to  Iw  a  waste  of  time,  and  it  was  agreed  tiiat  the  South 
Improvement  Company  for  its  mcmbera  fthonld  deduct  from 
tlto  oM^nsible  rite  the  amonnt  to  be  refunded,  and  pay  the  rail- 
roads only  t)ie  difference.  Siuiplifieatton  conld  not  go  farther. 
The  Sontli  Improvement  Companj'  was  nut  even  to  bo  put  to 
the  inconrunienee  of  waiting  for  the  railroads  to  collect  and 
render  to  it  the  tribnto  exacted  for  its  benefit  from  all  the 
Other  sliippcrs.  It  was  givun  tlio  right  to  figure  out  for  its 
members  what  the  tribntu  would  amount  to,  and  pay  it  t€^ 
tlwm  out  of  tito  money  they  owed  the  railroads  for  freight,  and 
llien  ]>ay  the  railroad  what  wns  loft,  if  there  was  jmy  loft.*\ 
The  railroads  agreed  to  supply  them  with  all  the  information 
needed  for  thus  figuring  ont  the  ainonnt  of  this  tribute,  and 
to  spy  ont  for  them  besides  other  important  details  of  their 
competitors'  business.  They  agreed  to  make  rcpoi-ta  every 
day  to  the  Soutli  luiprovcment  Company  of  all  the  shipments 
by  other  persons,  with  full  particnlai's  as  to  bow  much  was 
shipped,  who  shipped,  and  to  whom,  and  so  on.* 


•  Art.  S,  Sec.  i. 


■The  MOW. 


'  Art.  2,  Sec.  S. 


''  Tlia  detective  agenc/  thus  established  hy  the  railroatlg/to 
>pj  ont  the  Lii$inc»s  of  a.  wJiolc  trade  wu  to  si!ikI  its  rejmrta 
"daily  to  the  principal  offlcc"  of  the  tlurtccn  gcTitlcmcii.  If 
the  inilrOftdB,  forgetting  tlicir  obUgatious  to  the  thirteen  disci- 
pi**,  rando  any  reduction  in  any  manner  to  ttnyl>ody  else,  the 
ooinpnny,  ns  soon  as  it  \vm  ionm\  out,  could  deduct  the  same 
amount  from  its  secret  nite.'  If  the  open  rate  to  the  pubh'c 
went  down,  tlie  secret  rate  was  to  ^o  down  as  much.  For  iho 
looks  of  things,  it  was  stipulated  tliat  any  one  else  who  could 
fwmisli  an  ecpial  amount  of  transportation  shonld  have  the 
Bftnieratcfi;*  btitthc  poeeibility  tiint  any  one  should  ever  be  able 
to  fiiniieh  an  oqnai  amount  of  traneportatioTi  was  fully  taken 
care  of  in  nnothor  eeetion  eiinchirij;  it  all. 

Tlio  railway  maaajjcre,  made  kings  of  the  road  by  the  gmnt 
to  them  of  the  sovereign  powci's  of  the  State,  covenanted,  in 
oi-dcr  to  make  their  friends  kings  of  light,  that  tliey  would 
"  maintain  the  hiieiness  "  of  the  South  Improvement  Company 
"against  loe£  or  injury  by  com  petition,''  &o  that  it  ehould  bo 
"ft  remunerative"  nnd  '"a  full  and  regular  business,"  and 
pledged  themselves  to  pnt  the  rates  of  freight  up  or  down,  as 
might  be '•  necessary  toovereotne  sncli  com[>etitioo."  '  Contracts 
to  this  effect,  giving  tlie  Sontlj  Improvement  Company  the  sole 
riglic  for  five  years  to  do  busincM  between  the  oil  wells  apd 
the  rest  of  the  world,  were  made  with  it  by  the  Krie,  the 
New  York  Central,  ibo  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Soutit* 
ern,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Wcetem,  an 
their  eonneelions,  thus  controlling  the  industry  north,  aoutl 
east,  west,  and  abroad.  The  contracts  in  every  ease  bound 
all  the  roads  owned  or  leased  by  the  railroads  concerned.* 
Tliu  coutmcU  were  duly  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered.  On 
the  oil  business  of  tliat  year,  lu  one  of  tlie  memiicrs  of  the 
committee  of  Congrcec  £gnred  out  from  the  teif^tiiuony,  tho 
railroad  mauagcrs  could  collect  an  iacrcaso  of  it7,&00,000  in 
freights,  of  which  they  were  to  hand  over  to  tho  South  Iin. 
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provcmcnt  Company  $6,000,000,  and  pay  into  tlio  treasnry  of 
tlieir  employers — the  railways — only  $1,500,000. 

The  contract  waa  signed  for  the  New  York  Central  and 
Hndson  River  Railroad  by  its  vice-president,  hut  this  ngrce- 
ment  to  kill  off  a  whole  trade  was  too  little  or  too  usual  to 
make  any  impression  on  his  mind.  When  publicly  intovro* 
gated  about  it  heconld  not  remember  having  gcen  or  signed  it.' 

"The  effect  of  this  contract,"'The  vice-preeident  of  the  Erie 
Railway  Company  was  asked,  '*  would  have  been  a  complete 
monopoly  in  the  oil-carrying  trade?" 

"  Yes,  sir;  n  complete  monopoly."/' 

Of  the  thirteen  members  of  the  Sonth  Improvement  Com- 
pany which  was  to  be  given  this  "complete  monopoly,"  ten 
Iwere  found  later  to  be  active  members  of  the  oil  trust.  They 
were  then  seeking  that  control  of  the  light  of  the  world  wliicli 
it  has  obtained.  Among  these  ten  were  the  president,  vice- 
prcBident,  treasurer,  secretary,  and  a  majority  of  tlic  directors 
of  the  oil  trnst  into  which  the  iiTiprovement  company  after- 
wards passed  by  transmigration.  Any  closer  connection  there 
could  not  be.     One  was  the  other. 

The  ablest  and  most  painstaking  investigation  which  has 
ever  been  had  in  this  country  into  the  management  of  the 
railroads  foand  and  officially  reported  to  the  same  effect: 

"The  controlling  spirits  of  both  organizations  being  the 
same." ' 

The  freight  rates  were  raised  as  agreed  and  without  notice. 
Rumors  had  been  heard  of  what  was  coming.  The  pnblic 
would  not  belieTe  anything  so  incredible.  But  the  oil  regions 
were  electrified  by  the  news,  February  26,  that  telegrams  had 
been  sent  from  railroad  headquarters  to  their  freight  agents 
advising  them  of  new  rates,  to  take  effect  immediately,  mak- 
ing the  cost  of  shipping  oil  as  mnch  again  as  it  had  been. 
The  popular  excitement  which  broke  out  on  the  same  day  and 


>  New  Tork  Assembl;  "  Hepburn  "  Report,  18T9,  p.  156G. 
■  Teattmonj,  Erie  InveKigation,  Kew  York  Assembly,  1873,  p.  300. 
•New  York  Aiacmbl/"ncpbum"  Report,  1879,  p.  42. 
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"  raged  like  a  violent  fever  "  became  a  national  aensntion.   Thai 
Titn5vi!lc  Morning  Hrndd  of  March  20, 1872,  annouaces  tltiitj 
*'Uie  railroads  to  tlie  oil  mgions  luve  alrcnily  piit  ny  tlicir] 
NewYorli  frcifflit  fi-oiii  81.25  to$2.!i4,  an  advance  of  ovcronof 
Inindrod  pt^r  cent."     Aekcd  vrtint  rcitsoii  the  railroads  gave  fori 
inereasing  their  rates,  n  ehijipcr  eaiil,  "Tiicj  gnve  no  reiison  ;j 
thejr  teh'gi';! plied  the  loc'iil  roads  to  put  np  the  nitee  iinmedi-- 
ately.*'      This  sdvancc,  ttiu  »iipcrintcnderitfi  of  tlio  railronds 
told  complaining  stiippcra,  liad  l)Ocn  made  under  the  dirco 
lion  of  Itic  Sontli  Iai]*ruvemciit  Company,  and  tliey  lind  been 
instmctcd  to  inal:o  their  raonthlj  collcctione  of  oil  freights 
from  that  concern. 

The  evidence  even  seems  to  ebov  that  tlio  South  Improve, 
mciit  Company  wag  so  nnxioiie  for  the  d.inco  of  dcntb  to  ha- 
gin  that  it  got  the  freight  agents  Xty  jjcrsonal  influence  to 
order  the  incrcaseil  rates  before  the  time  agreed  upon  xvitli 
tlio  higher  officials.  StreniioMS  efforts  were  made  to  liave 
tlic  pnblic  believe  that  the  contracts,  tliongli  eealcd,  signed, 
delivered,  and  pnt  into  effc«?t,  as  the  advance  in  rates  most 
practlonlly  demonstrated,  liad  really  not  been  pnt  into  effect. 
The  qiilbbleawith  which  the  president  of  the  Sontb  Improve- 
ment Company  songht  to  give  that  impossible  color  to  the 
nffair  before  llie  eonimlUce  of  Congress  drew  npoii  him  more 
than  one  stinging  rebuke  fi'om  the  cliairman  of  the  committee. 

"  During  your  wliolo  examination  there  has  not  been  a  direct 
ansTcr  given  to  a  qncfition."'  "  I  wish  to  say  to  yow,'"  eaid  tho 
chairman,  *'  that  such  equivocation  ia  unworthy  of  yon." 

The  plea  needs  no  answer,  bnl  if  it  did,  tho  language  of  the 
railroad  men  thcniSL-lvcs  supplies  one  that  cannot  bo  bettered. 
To  the  rcprcticntativcs  of  tlie  people,  who  )iad  telegraphed 
tlicm  for  infonnntiou  ''at  unoc,  as  the  excitement  is  intense, 
and  we  fear  violence  and  destruction  of  property,"  General 
JllcCIettan,  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western,  replied  tliat 
the  contp.ict  was  "eancollcd;"  rresidont  Clark,  of  the  Lake 
Shore,  that  it  was  "  formally  abTOgated  and  cancelled  ;"  Cliair- 
man  Homer  Ramsdell,  of  the  Erie,  that  it  was  "abrogatttd;" 
Vice-pi'csidcnt  Thomas  Scott,  nf  tlie  Pennsylvania  Kailt 
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that  it  was  "  terminated  officislly  ;"*  Vice- president  Vaiulcrbilt, 
tit  tlio  Now  York  Central  and  Iludion  River  Ttnilroud,  that  it 
was  "cancelled  with  all  the  rnilroade." 

Conti-flcts  tlial  wove  uot  complete  and  in  force  would  not 
need  to  bo  ''cancelled'*  and  "abrogated"  and  "terminated." 
TbcM  announcements  were  lacked  up  by  a  tele^^ratn  from  tlic 
fnture  head  of  llieoil  trust  tlicii  incubating,  in  wliich  lie  eaid 
of  his  company:  '^Tliis  company  holds  iiu  contracts  with  the 
nilixmd  aimpnnicg.""  Put  in  ISjy  it*  secretary,  called  upon 
1»y  the  Oliio  Le^ielatura  to  prodnoc  the  contracts  the  com- 
pany had  with  the  railroads,  showed,  among  others,  one  coc- 
ering  the  very  date  of  tliis  denial  in  1S72.* 

Deforo  Congress  the  Sonth  linproremcnt  Compnny  sought 
ko  nhelter  tJiemselves  behind  the  pica  that  "their  calculation  1 
vas  to  get  all  the  reSiierieo  in  the  country  into  tlio  company/ 
There  was  no  dijiercnce  made,  as  far  as  wo  were  concerned,  in 
favor  of  or  against  any  refinery ;  they  were  nil  to  come  in 
■1ik«.-' 

How  (hey  **  were  all  to  be  taken  in^'  the  00011*801  itfioll 
•howed.  It  bound  the  South  rmprovenient  Company  "to 
expend  large  sums  of  money  in  the  pcircliase  of  works  for 
refining,"  and  one  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  railroads  for 
making  the  contract  was  "to  encoarage  the  outlay."  Upon  I 
■what  footing  bnyer  and  seller  wonld  meet  in  theee  purchascaj 
when  Llic  buyer  had  a  secret  arrangement  like  this  with  the 
owners  of  the  sole  way  to  and  from  wells,  rolinericj,  and 
markets,  one  does  not  need  to  be  "a  bniiiiieiifi  man"  to  see. 
The  would-be  owners  liad  a  powtr  to  ]»ry  the  property  of  the 
real  owners  unt  of  llictr  hands. 

Ono  of  Ihu  Ctcvi-laiid  niantifactnrcrK  who  had  sold  was  aeked 
why  tie  did  so  by  the  New  York  Legislature.  They  had  been 
very  prospei-ous,  he  said ;  their  pi-otits  had  bcon  g30,0i>l)  to 
^5,400  ayear;  but  their  pLM&pority  had  come  to  a  sadden  stop.' 

■X«»  Tork  Aswintily  *> Hepburn"  Iteport,  167I>.  Eilitbltfi,  p.  418. 
'Ibpoft  of  ibo  Rifcuur*  &>mTniit««  of  the  Pcti-almm  ProduMra'  Ciloo,  18T3, 
p.  iS.  'Tcttimoiij,  Oltb  Iluiiac  of  Rep^tMnlalirc^  ISJff,  |i.  UT. 

*TenIfl»ur,  Kew  ruck  Aiaemtil;  "  Ucptmm"  Hepotl,  isn,  p.  tiU. 
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'^Fi'otn  tlic  timo  tliat  it  was  well  nnderetood  in  tlie  trade 
-,  tliiit  tlio  South  Improvement  Company  had  ....  grappled 
^  the  entire  transportation  of  oil  from  tho  West  to  the  Beaboan^/- 
....  MO  vero  all  kind  of  paralyzed,  perfectly  paralyzed ; 
MO  coiild  not  operate The  South  Improvement  Com- 
pany, or  Bomo  one  representing  tliem,  had  a  drawback  of  a 
dollar,  sometimes  seventy  cents,  sometimes  raoi-e,  sometimes 
less,  and  wo  were  working  against  that  difference."  ' 

It  Wits  a  difference,  he  said,  which  destroyed  their  business. 

IK'  went  to  the  officials  of  the  Erie  and  of  the  New  York 
Ci'iitnil  to  try  to  get  freight  rates  that  would  pei-mit  him  to 
(■(intiiuie  in  business.  *' I  got  no  satisfaction  at  all,"  he  said; 
"  I  Hill  too  good  n  friend  of  yours,"  said  the  representative  of 
tilt'  Now  York  Contnil,  "to  advise  yoa  to  have  anything  for- 
tlu-r  to  do  with  this  oil  trade." 

"  l>o  yoii  pretend  tliat  yon  won't  carry  for  me  at  as  cheap  a 
rate  iis  you  will  carry  for  anybody  else?" 

"  1  am  but  human,"  the  freight  agent  replied. 

llo  caw  tho  man  who  was  then  bnsily  organizing  the  South 
IiiUHMvonient  Company.  He  was  non-committal.  "I  got  no 
(i.iti.-ifaction,  cxwpt  'You  better  sell,  you  better  get  clear.* 
Kiiul  of  *«/>  nwic     'Itettcr  sell  out,  no  help  for  it.'" 

lli.-<  tirin  wa«  outside  the  charmed  circle,  and  bad  to  choose 
bi'twtvii  si'Ilinj;  and  dying.^Last  of  all,  he  had  an  interview 
Willi  Ilio  prt'nidcnt  of  the  all-conquering  oil  company,  in  rela- 
t  lull  III  tho  pun'haso  of  their  works.  "  He  was  the  only  party 
tlial  would  luiy.     lie  offered  nio  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar,  on 

Ilio  voiistrueliou  account,  and  we  sold  out Ho  made 

this  ivpivtwion,  1  rtuueuiber:   'I  have  ways  of  making  money 
tliat  xou  kimw  nothing  of.'" 

W'y  tlio  works,  which  were  producing  $30,000  to  $45,000  a 
u;ii-  [Mi'tlt,  and  which  they  considered  worth  $150,000,  they 

ni-riM-d  ^ll.'i.lHtO. 

'•  hid  )i>u  iiBeortaiu  in  the  trade,"  he  was  asked,  "what  was 
ihu  avonigu  rate  thak  was  paid  for  refineries  1" 

' TuaDiiiuiiT,  N«w  York  Asvembl;  "Hepburn"  Report,  1879,  p,  ISS7. 
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"  That  was  abont  the  figui-c Fifty  cents  on  the  dollar." 

*'  It  was  that  or  nothing,  was  it  not  V 

"That  or  nothing." 

The  freight  rates  had  been  raised  in  Febniary.  This  sale 
followed  in  three  weeks. 

"  I  would  not  liave  sold  out,"  he  told  the  Legislature,  "  if  I 
conld  have  got  a  fair  show  witli  the  railways.  My  business, 
instead  of  being  an  enterprise  to  buy  and  sell,  became  degraded 
into  mnning  after  the  railways  and  getting  an  equal  chance 
with  others." ' 

"  The  only  party  that  would  buy  "  gave  his  explanation  a 
few  years  later  of  tlie  centralization  of  this  business. 

"  Some  time  in  the  year  1872,"  he  swore,  "  when  the  refin- 
ing business  of  the  city  of  Cleveland  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
nnmber  of  small  refiners,  and  was  unproductive  of  profit,*  it 
was  deemed  advisable  by  many  of  the  persons  engaged  therein, 
for  the  sake  of  economy,  to  concentrate  tlio  bn&incss,  and  as< 
sociate  their  joint  capital  thereiiKX'Thc  state  of  the  business 
was  such  at  tliat  time  that  it  could  not  bo  retained  profitably 
at  the  city  of  Cleveland,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  points 
nearer  the  oil  regions  were  enjoying  privileges  not  shared  by 
refiners  at  Cleveland,  and  could  produce  refined  oil  at  a  ranch 
less  rate  than  conld  be  done  at  this  point.  It  was  a  well-un- 
derstood fact  at  that  time  among  refiners  that  some  arrange- 
ment would  have  to  be  made  to  economize  and  concentrate 
the  bnsiness,  or  ruinous  losses  would  not  only  occnr  to  the 
refiners  themselves,  but  ultimately  Cleveland,  as  a  point  of  re- 
fining oil,  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  At  that  time  tho&o 
most  prominently  engaged  in  the  business  here  consulted  to- 
gether, and  as  a  result  thereof  several  of  the  refiners  conveyed  " 
to  his  company,  then  as  always  the  centre  of  the  centralization, 
"their  refineries,  and  had  the  option,  in  pay  therefor,  to  take 
stock"  in  this  company,  "at  par,  or  to  take  cash."  This  com- 
pany, he  continued,  "had  no  agency  in  creating  this  state  of 
things  which  made  that  change  in  ttie  refining  business  neces- 

'TwUiooiiv,  New  York  Asseinblj"  Hepburn"  Report,  18W,  pp.  2a2tWB. 
*Se«ch.  ssxii.  for  "tlieEtaicof  llie  busiuesa  "  "  unproduclire  of  profit." 
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eary  at  tliat  time,  but  tlie  same  was  llic  iMtRral  result  of  the 
trade,  not  did  it  in  the  D^otlatiotis  wliicli  fotloired  iiao  aiij  nu- 
<]uo  or  unfair  means,  but  in  all  cftwja,  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  tlioeo  whoso  refineries  were  neqiure<I,  tho  full  vahio  thereof, 
oUhur  ill  Ptock  or  cash,  wan  paid  iis  the  parlies  preferred." ' 

The  producers  were  not  to  fare  anjr  better  than  the  rontiers, 
Tiic  president  of  the  Sonth  Improvement  Company  Baid  to  .1 
rBpreecnIatiro  of  tlio  oil  regions  substantially:  "We  wittit 
yon  praduccra  to  make  ont  a  correct  statement  of  the  uremge 
prodaetioii  of  each  vrell,  and  the  exact  cost  pcf  barrel  to  pro- 
duce the  oil.  Then  we  pvopoeo  to  allow  you  a  fair  price  for 
xhp  oil." 

■^'Within  forty. eight  hours  after  the  freight  istes  wero 
raised,  a<%oniing  to  pi-ogminnic,  "the  entire  business  of  the 
oil  n^ions,"  tlio  Titusvillo  JUmUf,  March  20, 1873,  reported, 
*' became  jKiralyzcd,  'Oil  went  down  to  a  point  sovciity  cent« 
below  the  cofit  of  production.  The  boring  of  new  wells  ia 
fitiependcd,  c.tisting  wcUe  were  ehnt  don*n.  The  baeiness  in 
Cleveland  stopped  ahnoet  altogether.  Thousands  of  men 
vere  thrown  out  of  work." 

.  The  people  rose.  Their  uprUiug  and  its  justification  were 
described  to  the  Pcnnf:ylvaula  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1673  hy  a  brilliant  "  anti-nionopotist."  "a  rising  lawyer"  of 
FrAidilin,  Vcitango  Co.  The  principal  subject  to  which  he 
called  the  attention  of  his  fellow -tncmbers  was  the  South 
Inipro%*etncnt  Company,  and  the  liglit  !t  threw  on  the  prob- 
lems of  livelihood  and  lllwrly.  Quoting  the  decision  of  the 
PenitEyhaoia  Supreme  Court  in  the  Saiiford  case,*  ho  said : 

"Tlini  It  lite  law  in  Pcniwylvwiiji  Ui-iny.  Bill  iaepliDortliladrr-iilMi, 
ud  m  FpiU:  ot  lli«  Uw,  wo  vrrll  know  timl  nlinotit  cvt-ry  railruNil  in  tlib 
StAtc  liiu  l>i'cn  111  ilm  lutliit.  ami  U  lii-ilii;  Iti  itii-  Imtilt.  ul  ^mating  £|icrlnl 
lirJTilpgvs  to  imliviiltinU.  lo  compiaiitci  In  Mlilrli  Uie  ilitcctoti  of  *ucl)  rnlU 
|ff>:|(l^  nro  (nlerc^<<J,  to  pnrlictiliir  biiUiutM,  luid  lo  portlculnr  Iin^^HiIcs. 
We  wi'll  kauw  Uwt  It  1>  Iboir  liobil  tu  t>rcak  down  ix-rtaia  lociilili^-F.  uiil 
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build  op  otlicrs,  to  break  down  ccrtaih  men  in  busiocss  and  to  build  up 
others,  to  monopolize  certain  business  themselves  by  means  of  tbc  numer- 
ous corporations  wliicli  they  own  and  control,  and  all  tliis  in  spite  uf  tbe 
law,  in  deSancc  of  the  law. 

•  "Tbe  South  Improvement  Company's  scheme  woidd  give  that  corpo- 
ration the  monopoly  of  the  entire  oil  business  of  iliis  State,  nmounling  to 
$30,000,000  a  year.  /That  corporatiou  wus  created  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  along  with  at  least  twenty  others,  under  the  name  of  improve- 
ment companies,  within  a  few  years  pasty&U  of  which  corporations  con- 
Iftin  ihe  names  ns  original  corporalors  m  men  who  may  he  found  in  and 
about  tbe  office  of  the  Pennsjlvauia  Railroad  Corapnny,  in  Philadelphia, 
when  not  lobbyiog  at  Harriaburg.  The  railroads  took  but  one  of  those  char- 
ters which  tliey  got  from  tbe  Legislature,  and  by  means  of  that  struck  a 
deadly  blow  at  one  of  the  greatest  interests  of  the  State.  Their  scheme 
was  contrary  (o  law,  but  before  tbe  legal  remedy  could  have  been  applied, 
the  oil  business  would  have  lain  prostrate  at  tlieir  feet;  had  it  not  been  pre- 
Tcaled  by  an  uprising  of  the  people,  by  the  threntenings  of  a  mob,  if  you 
please,  by  threatening  to  destroy  property,  and  by  actually  commencing  to 
destroy  the  property  of  the  railroad  compaii}',  and  had  the  compaotes  not 
csncelled  the  contract  which  Scott  and  Vanderbilt  and  others  had  entered 
into,  I  venture  to  say  there  would  not  have  been  one  mile  of  railroad  track 
left  in  the  County  of  Venango — the  people  had  come  to  that  pilch  of  des- 
peration. .  .  .  Unless  we  can  give  the  people  a  remedy  for  this  evil  of  dis- 
criminations !u  freight,  they  will  sooner  or  later  take  the  remedy  into  (heir 
own  bands."' 

'Soon  after  tliis  attorney  for  the  people  was  promoted  from'N 
the  poor  pay  of  patriotism  to  a  salary  eqnal  to  that  of  thel 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  place  of  connsel  fori 
the  principal  members  of  the  combination,  w})OEc  inwardness  [ 
lie  had  descried  with  each  hawk-eye  powers  of  vision.  Later,  1 
as  tlieir  counsel,  lie  drafted  the  famous  trnst  agreement  of^ 

The  South  Improvement  Coni|jaiiy  was  formed  January 
2d.  The  agreement  with  the  railroads  was  evidently  already 
worked  out  in  its  principal  detaile,  for  the  complicated  con- 
trtets  were  formally  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  January 
IStli.  Tbe  agreed  increase  of  freights  went  into  effect  Feb- 
roary  26th. .    The  pacific  insurrection  of  the  people  began 

>  DebfttM  of  the  OonsUtutlonsl  Conventioii  of  Pennsylvania,  18?S,  v.  3,  pp 


wUh  nil  iinpi'omptn  mass-tncctin^  at  Titiisville  the  next  dov, 
Fcbrnary  '2Jth.  Iiiilijenti:i!  Jelogatioiw,  or  committcce,  oti 
trnntipoi-tntiori,  k>giiibtii>n,  conferciioe  witli  ])r«!ss,  ]>t[)c  tines, 
arrestinj5  «f  diilliiifr,  ftc,  were  set  to  work  bj  t!i«  orgaiiiHition 
tliiiB  f>ptiiita»eon»Iy  fyniigti  \iy  tlic  [xioplc.  A  ooiiiplcle  em- 
bargo was  placed  on  sales  of  oil  at  aii^  \mcc  to  the  men  who 
lia(]  inaiio  tlie  liatcfiit  bargain  with  tlio  railrcKuls.  Tlio  oil 
country  was  divided  into  ei.\cccn  di«tncts,  in  each  of  which 
the  pixxlitccrs  elected  a  local  eot»initt««,  nnU  over  all  tl>e8o 
was  an  excciilivo  coiuiiiittco  coiiipoBcd  of  ropivsoritiitivca 
from  tlio  local  corn  mil  tees — one  from  each.  No  oil  w;tB  Bold 
to  bo  iisud  within  anjr  district  except  to  those  hujrcnt  whom 
the  hwal  coiJiiiiiKue  rt*eoini»i;nded ;  no  oil  waa  ^uid  to  bo 
cxpitrteil  or  n-tinud  out»i(Iu  thu  district, except  to  «ucli  hii^'crs 
as  tlio  cxfciittvc  coiniuUtcc  permitted.  Oito  cent  n  boi-rcl  waa 
paid  bv  each  producer  into  a  general  fund  for  the  cxpcoees 
of  Iho  or*jnizntion. 

Steps  were  taken  to  form  a  company  with  a  capital  of 
$1,OUO,000,  snijrt'riltoci  hy  tbi*  pPoJnceis,  to  advnnoo  moocir,  on 
thosecnrit^'  of  their  oil,  to  tliu6c  producers  who  did  not  want 

to  Mil. 

Able  lawjcri  were  employe*!  nnd  wnt  willi  the  eoiutiiittecs 
to  nil  the  important  capitals— llarrisbiii-g,  Washington,  iJic 
offices  of  the  railway  compoiiies.  The  flow  of  oil  was  checked, 
the  activities  of  the  oil  world  brought  nenr  a  stop. 

Monday,  March  I5tli,  by  the  inflacnco  of  the  Washington 
oomnaittcu,  »  reeoliition  wa»  introduce<l  into  the  Uoiiee  of 
n«prefieritativcs  by  Ttopa'sentalivo  SeofieM,  orderinj^  an  in* 
^■eetigatioii  of  the  Soiitli  Iinproronicnt  Conipatty.  Iininodi-. 
ately  npon  thU  tlie  frightentxl  pai-ticipants  canctrllcd  the  con* 
tracts.  By  the  26th  of  March  the  represetitalivcs  of  the 
people  had  secured  a  pledge  in  writing  from  tho  tive  great 
railroiHU  concenied  of  '*i»<;rfect  equality,"  and  "uo  rebates, 
dravvbocke,  or  other  arrangenuinle,"  in  favor  of  any  one  there- 
after. March  SOtli,  Congress  began  llie  investigation  which 
hroDght  to  light  the  ovidoiico  of  ilio  contracti:,  and  uicnnwhile 
tJie  conitnitloes  on  legislation  and  pipe  lines  were  aucnring 
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from  the  Fennsjlvania  Legielatnre  the  repeal  of  tlie  Soutln 
Improvement  Company  charter,  and  the  passage  of  a  "bo-I 
called "  Free  Pipe   Line   law,  discovered   afterwards   to   bo 
wortlilees  on  acconnt  of  amendmenta  shrewdly  inserted  by  tlig 
enemy. 

It  was  an  uprising  of  the  people,  passionate  but  iuteliigenfi 
and  irre8isti!)le,  if  tlie  virtue  of  the  merabera  held  good.  Un- 
til April  9th  the  non-intereourse  policy  was  stiffly  and  suc- 
cessfully maintained.  But  by  that  tinae  one  man  had  been 
found  among  the  people  wlio  was  willing  to  betray  the  move- 
ment. This  man,  in  consideration  of  an  extra  price,  violating 
Ilia  producer's  pledge,  sold  to  some  of  those  concerned  in  the 
Sonth  Improvement  Company  a  large  quantity  of  oil,  as  they 
at  once  took  pains  to  let  the  people  know.  The  seller  hoped 
to  ship  it  quietly,  but,  of  course,  the  object  iu  buying  and 
paying  this  additional  price  was  to  have  it  shipped  openly, 
and  the  members  of  the  South  Improvement  Company  in- 
sisted that  it  should  be  done  ao.' 

This  treachery  had  the  effect  planned.  Every  one  became 
BQspicious  that  his  neighbor  would  be  the  next  deserter, -and 
would  get  tlie  price  ho  would  like  to  have  for  himself.  To 
prevent  a  stampede,  the  leaders  called  a  mass-meeting.  lie- 
ports  were  made  to  it  of  what  had  been  done  in  Congress,  tlie 
Legislature,  and  the  otlier  railway  offices;  the  telegrams  al- 
ready referred  to  were  read  affirming  the  cancellation  of  the 
contracts.  Amid  manifestations  of  tumultuous  approbation 
and  delight  the  embargo  on  the  sale  of  oil  was  declared  raised. 

"  We  do  what  we  must,"  says  Emerson,  "  and  call  it  by  the 
best  name  possible."  The  people,  as  every  day  since  has 
shown,  grasped  the  shell  of  victory,  to  find  within  the  kernel 
of  defeat. 

The  committee  of  Congress  noticed  when  the  contracts 
were  afterwards  shown  to  it,  tliat  though  they  had  been  so 
widely  declared  to  be  "cancelled,"  they  had  not  been  can- 
celled, but  were  as  fresh — seals,  stamps,  signatures  and  all — as 

.  >  Totimoii;,  New  York  Assembly  "  Uepbum  "  lUport,  187S,  p.  27S6. 
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the  dny  tlioy  were  made.  TliU  little  circumstance  is  deecrip^ 
live  of  the  \v1io]c  proceeding.  Botli  parties  to  tliis  Bcbcmo  to) 
^ive  tlto  ii&c  of  tlio  liigliwnys  .is  n  privilege  to  n  fciv,  and 
tlirough  tliis  privilege  to  make  the  piii-^nit  of  liveliliood  a 
priviiej^e,  tlielrs  exclusively — ttie  railroad  ofHcials  oa  one  side, 
Qiid  tlicir  bciicticinnca  of  tlie  Soiitli  Improvement  Company 
on  the  other — ^were  resolute  in  their  determination  to  carry 
oat  tlicir  purpose.  All  that  follo^vs  of  (hi^  Btory  i^  but  the 
recital  of  the  sluiith-like  teitacity  with  which  this  tniit  of  faUu- 
loHB  wealth  haa  been  followed. 

The  clionis  of  cancellation  from  the  railroadtt  cnmc  from 
those  who  had  meant  never  to  cancel,  reiitly.  In  their  nego- 
tiations with  tliD  rcprc«ciitativcs  of  the  peoplu  they  had  con- 
tested to  the  last  the  abandoriincnt  of  the  eclicmc.  "  Their 
friondlineaa"  to  it  '*wafl  so  apparent,*'  the  Committee  of  the 
Producers  reported,  *"  that  wo  conld  expect  littlo  considera- 
tion at  their  tmiidV"  ^<>d  tho  committeo  bcccuiio  catistiBd  that 
the  railro:ids  had  nmdu  a  new  contract  among  tliumselvce  like 
that  of  the  Huiilh  Improvement  Company,  and  to  take  its  | 
place.  Its  head  frankly  avowed  ticfoi'C  the  InvestigBtingCom- 
miltec  of  Confrere  their  iritcntiun  of  going  ahead  with  the 
plan.  *'  Tliey  are  all  convinced  that,  sooner  or  later,  it  will 
bo  nocesfl&ry  to  or^nizc  upon  the  bnstB  on  wliich  the  Soiitli 
Improvement  Company  was  organigcd,  including  both  ppft- 
dncere  and  ro6ners." 

This  conviction  has  been  failhfnlly  lived  up  to.  Tnder 
ihc  name  of  the  South  Improvement  Company  the  Rrrango> 
rncnt  wan  octcnlatioiiHly  abandoned,  bccunsu  to  pcitifll  in  ibf 
meant  civil  war  in  tlio  oil  country  ua  tlio  rising  youn<;  nnti- 
monopolist  lawyer  pointed  ont  in  the  Constitiilional  Conven- 
tion. Mark  Twain,  in  deecribhig  the  laboK  of  the  iniiuiion- 
aries  in  tho  Sandwich  Islande,  says  they  wcra  so  Giiecesttful 
that  the  vices  of  the  n.-itives  no  longer  exist  in  nainc^-onty  , 
in  reality.  As  every  page  will  show,  this  contract  no  longer  j 
exists  in  name — onlyin  reality.    In  tho  oil  world,  and  in  every 


*B«por;of  Kieculivc  Commltteo  of  ih»  Petraleum  rroJiicon'  Union,  Mlt, 
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other  important  department  of  onr  indiisti-ial  life — in  foodi 
foel,  shelter,  clotliing,  transportation,'  tUis  contract,  in  its  va] 
rions  new  shapes,  lias  been  kept  steadily  at  work  gerryman^ 
dering  tlie  livelihoods  of  the  people. 

The  men  who  had  organized  the  South  Improvement  Com- 
pany paid  the  public  revolt  the  deference  of  denial,  though 
not  of  desistance.  The  company  had  got  a  charter,  organized 
tinder  it,  collected  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  subscription  for 
stock,  made  contracts  with  the  railroads,  held  meetings  of  the 
directors,  who  approved  of  the  contracts  and  had  received 
the  benefits  of  the  increase  of  freights  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  agreement.  This  was  shown  by  the  testimony  of  its  own 
officcre.' 

But  "the  company  never  did  a  dollar's  worth  of  business," 
the  Secretary  of  the  Light  of  the  World  told  Congress,'  and 
"  there  was  never  the  slightest  connection  between  the  South 
Improvement  Company  and  the  Standard  Oil  Company,"  the 
president  of  the  latter  and  the  principal  member  of  both  said 
in  an  interview  in  the  New  York  World,  of  March  29, 1890. 
"  The  Sooth  Improvement  Company  died  in  embryo.  It  was 
never  completely  organized,  and  never  did  any  business.  It 
was  partly  bom,  died,  and  was  buried  in  1872,"  etc. 

Still  later,  before  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  in  1888,  he  was  asked  about  "the  Southern  Improve- 
ment Company." 

"  There  was  snch  a  company  J" 

"I  have  heard  of  snch  a  company." 

"Wer^yon  not  in  it!" 

"I  was  not."' 

So  help  me  Gtxl  I 

At  almost  the  moment  of  this  denial  in  New  York,  an  as- 
sociate in  this  and  all  his  other  kindred  enterprises,  asked 
before  Congress  who  made  np  the  Sonth  Improvement  Com- 

'  See  cb.  xiiiii. 

*  Report  Eieculive  Committee  Petroleum  Producers'  UoioD,  1872. 

■Tnuts,  Congreu,  1S68,  p.  290. 

*Te^inonj,  TnisU,  New  York  Senate,  lS88,p.  420. 
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pany,  named  as  ninong  them  tlio  principal  members  of  the 
great  oil  (.■oiiipitny,  and  tiiugl  couspicuoiu  of  tliem  nil  waa  tlic 
namo  of  lliis  dciiier.' 

Tlie  efiicifticv  wiili  wliicli  tills  "  parllj  l)oni'"  iiitiiweiit 
lived  Iii.1  little  hour,  "  not  duiiig  a  dollurV  wurtli  of  biibitice^," 
was  told  ill  n  Biiuiiuai-y  pliraso  by  ouo  of  tliu  matingcrs  of  the 
Ponnsylviiiii.!  Riiilrand.  d&scrililng  tlio  coiiditJou  of  tlio  oil 
bnsincei  in  1673 :' 

"All  otiior  of  oitr  hirgcsb  cuetoincrs  lind  fiiiled.*' 

Wlicii  tlie  people  of  the  oil  regions  miule  pence  after  their 
nprittiiig  it  viixi,  as  the/  tay,  with  "  fidl  nssniaiice  from  tho 
Wasliiiigtoti  committee  that  tlic  throwing  off  the  rcstrictioDS 
from  trade  wilt  not  enih^rrass  their  investigation  (l>y  Congress), 
but  that  the  Suti-Coinniittce  of  Commerce  will,  neverlhelcee, 
ooQtinae,  as  the  principle  involved,  and  not  this  particnlar  CAse 
nioiic,  is  the  ohject  of  tlio  investigation.'" 

The  Conimitlee  of  Commerce  did  not  "contiriiio.''  The 
principal  witness,  who  had  negotiated  tlio  coiitrncta  hj  wliich 
the  raihoads  gave  over  tlie  bnsiness  of  the  oil  region*  to  a  few, 
refused  in  eifect^  l>eyoiid  producing  copies  of  the  contmct,  to 
bo  a  witiiees.  I'cniiieeion  was  given  by  tho  Comrniltcu  of  Oon- 
gi^es  during  ite  tiivt  zeal  to  thoCommittoeof  ProduccrB  from 
Peiinsj'lvariia  to  copy  ilio  testimony  as  it  was  Inkon,  bnt  no 
olHeiul  record  uf  its  discoveries  exists.  This  tratiwript  was 
publitilied  by  iho  producem,  and  copies  nre  posi>e&sed  by  a  few 
fortunate  collectoii).  The  committee  did  not  report,  and  in 
the  archives  of  the  national  Capitol  no  scrap  of  the  evidence-, 
taken  is  to  bo  found.  All  line  vatiishod  into  tho  IwltomlcsB  } 
durknued  in  which  tho  motioiKtly  of  light  loves  to  dwell. 


■Tmiiiduut.  Tiiuu,  Coiigrc**,  I88R,  p.  SS9. 

l»u»  t(  al.,  I8:t".  p.  "W?. 

'bport  £iccuUt<  Cumiuittee  Feinileum  Prodocen'  Colon,  ItTS. 


CHAPTER  VI 
"not  to  exceed  half" 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNO  tlie  ceremoTiial  treaty  of  equal  rights  on 
the  railroads  to  all,  which  had  been  eecni'ed  bj  the  uprising 
of  the  people  against  the  Sonth  Improvement  Company  in 
lS72/the  independents,  one  after  the  other,  continued  to  be 
side-tracked  by  an  nnseen  powery  Four  years  later,  on  tlie 
20th  of  July,  1876,  tlieir  only  two  important  Burvivoi-s  in 
Cleveland,  frightened  by  the  high  death-rate  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  by  a  deepening  pressure  on  themselves,  answered  a 
summons  to  come  to  the  palace  of  the  President  of  the 
Light  of  the  World.  The  contract  which  was  then  made 
was  afterwards  prodnced  in  court."  It  was  called  an  "Agree- 
ment for  an  Adventnre,"  in  something  like  "tlie  merry 
sport"  in  which  the  good  Antonio  gave  a  bond  for  a  pound 
of  liis  flesh. 

A  few  years  after  this  "adventnre"  with  his  competitore 
and  his  efforts  to  have  them  closed  by  the  courts,  the  President  . 
was  asked  if  his  trust  had  sought  in  any  way  to  diminish  the  ' 
prodnction  of  refineries  in  competition  with  it. 

"Oh  no,  sir,"  he  replied. 

"Nothing  of  the  kind?" 

"Ob  no,  sir."* 

Bo  was  asked  the  qnestion  again,  and  again  the  denial  was 
repeated. 

"Done  nothing  of  the  sort?" 

"Not  at  all." 

■  Exhibit  A,  Auwer  of  DerendaiiU,  Cue  of  Staodard  Oil  Company  vs.  W.  C 
Scofield  «<  «/.,  CleTelmd,  1S80. 

■  Teatimonj,  Trasts,  Sev  Tork  Senate,  1668,  p.  860. 


63 


'XOT  TO  £XC£ED  Jl^lF' 


Bat  now  lie  eaid,  Yon  tntist  bind  yoursclvee  for  ten  yean 
to  refiiio  only  S5,000  barrels  of  oil  a  yenr.' 

They  liad  refiiiGil  120,0(j(i  Inrrels  tlie  yenr  before,  and  ootild 
have  done  180,000,  niid  were  growing  Hp  wIlli  tlio  country. 
"TIic  jiroft|K>ct»  were  much  better  for  the  fntnre." '  j^j 

But  limy  iigi'cod.  ^H 

Yon  must  give  mo  nnd  my  aseociatea  all  tlic  profits  you 
make  dnring  tliid  pciiod  above  g35,000  a  year,  until  we  too 
liavo  got  $.85,000  a  yeai*  out  of  yom-  business,  and  we  wilJ^i 
gnarnnteo  you  $133,000  a  year,  if  we  let  yoii  niti.  ^H 

They  liaJ  mado  ?41,0t)0  the  year  Iwsfore,  but  tliey  agreed,  ^j 

You  must  divide  uilU  "  us,"  after  each  lias  got  $-'15,000  a 
year,  nil  the  additional  praflta. 

Tlicy  hnii  to  put  into  i\m  ''adrcntiiro'*  nil  tlieir  buildings 
and  macliincry,  valued  at  961,760.43,  all  tlicir  time  and  nt- 
tention,  and  $10,000  in  caeb,  while  their  conquerors  put  in  only 
$10,000  Cflglt  and  no  phnt  and  no  time.  But  tliey  agreed  to 
this  demand  for  "half." 

You  must  etop  refining  altogether,  and  lot  ue  ta^e  out  onr 
$10,000  whenever  we  send  you  uotice  that  through  coiiipeti. 
tion,  or  a  decren«u  or  change  in  the  production  of  jietroletun, 
Cleveland  can  ''barely  coni]ictc"  with  other  places.  Yoa 
must  eelt  the  kerosene  you  manufacture,  and  buy  the  petro- 
leum yon  make  it  of  at  the  prices  we  &x. 

Tlio  combination  could  make  the  bnsiness  nnprotitablo 
wlienorer  it  chose,  and  nnder  the  provione  etipulation  conid 
close  them  up  at  ila  own  pleasure,  until  the  ten  yeare  had 
rolled  by.    lint  they  agreed. 

You  inuBt  resume  agiiiu  after  any  such  suspension,  and  let  ns 
tahu  half  tlieiiroiita  whuncvcr  wc  give  you  notice.  You  must 
let  Mi  enter  or  withdrav,  throw  our  $10,000  in  or  ont,  etispend 
or  i-csume,  again  and  again,  as  we  clioose !    They  agreed. 

You  mnet  mako  us  monthly  reports  of  all  yonr  tratisactions. 
VoH  must  not  cnlnrgo  nor  oontniet  yonr  works  villiout  our 
consent    They  agreed. 

'Ethlbtt  A,  Aniwcr  of  DcfcnibnU,  CkM  at  Snutkn)  Oil  Omiiimuit  m.  W.  I 
aoofidd  tf  at,  OlcTolRtiil,  IMQ,  SooUoii  T.  'Alldatiuvf  thodorctnUiiU. 
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Yon  mast  iiot  go  into  the  mannfactni-e  of  petroleum,  nor 
anj  other  new  basioess  anywhere  elBe  in  the  world  during 
this  adventure!  Yon  must  ship  yonr  products  by  such  routes 
as  we  direct  I    They  agreed. 

Yoa  must  keep  this  adventure  secret.  Our  name  must  not 
appear,  and  even  if  yon  all  die,  you  mnst  agree  that  we  may 
continne  the  business  in  your  naine,  or  any  other  name  we 
chooee. 

"The  firm  name,"  as  their  counsel  pointed  out,  "  was  to  be 
kept  up  even  wlien  the  members  were  mouldering  in  their 
graves.  But  the  public  were  to  understand  that  the  bnginess 
of  that  firm,  as  it  had  been  conducted  in  the  lifetime  of  those 
men,  was  still  being  carried  on.*' 

Yon  are  to  be  thus  tied  tip  for  ten  years,  limited  at  the  best 
CO  half  the  profit  on  Iialf  your  capacity,  with  a  right  in  ns  to 
close  you  up  altogether,  or  to  close  and  resume  whenever  we 
choose,  witli  no  right  in  you  to  start  or  stop  or  withdraw. 
But  we  are  to  bo  left  free,  in  our  own  refineries,  to  refine  all 
the  oil  the  market  will  take,  and  keep  all  the  profit,  and  en- 
large our  works  and  extend  onr  business. 

And,  finally,  you  must  put  your  hand  and  seal  to  a  state- 
ment  that  yoa  do  this  to  "  reconcile  interests  that  have 
seemed  to  conflict"  and  *'eqnalize  the  business,"  and  that  this 
agreement  gives  you  your  "  due  proportion  thereof." 

This  "free  contract"  two  of  the  three  men  who  were  to 
make  it  knew  nothing  of  until  their  consent  was  demanded. 

One  of  tlie  partners  had  secretly  been  won  over.  Through 
him  all  preliminary  negotiations  had  been  conducted. 

**I  was  not  coDsalted,"  testitied  one  of  the  other  two,  until 
after  the  contract  was  "all  drawn  and  prepared,"  and  at  first 
be  refnsed  to  sign  iL  The  plan  was  concocted  "secretly  and 
anknown  to  me." 

"1  was  at  first  opposed  to  the  arrangement,"  declared  the 
other.' 

Bnt  this  was  not  all  tlie  coutract.    The  Fresidcut,  who,  as 

'  AfflilaTlts  of  tb«  defendants. 
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he  teslified, " conducted  most  of  the  negotiations,'*  and  "had 
bufii  fiuniliur  with  the  dealings  thereunder,"  »ii|>plcniented  the 
written  dueuiiieiitfl  with  oral  instructions: ' 

Tou  must  not  eeem  to  be  prospcmus^  Vou  must  not  put 
on  Btylc,'  ho  cautioned  tliera ;  abore  nil,  you  miiet  not  drive 
lost  3iorsc«  or  have  line  rigs;  you  uinat  not  even  let  }'OQr 
wives  know  of  this  arrangement.' 

A  fflUo  Account  n'lis  opened  on  the  hooks  to  conceal  the  nat- 
ure and  oriffa  of  this  tninBaclion  from  theirown  huuk-keepers. 
In  the  name  of  that  aocoiiiit  false  and  Sctitious  checks  were 
drawn,  hillB  made  out,  balances  etnick.  A  box  was  taken  out 
At  the  CIcvcbiid  post-office — box  1^5  —  in  the  name  of  an 
imaginary  "Mr.  G.  A.  Miison/'and  throngh  thi^  box  the  cor- 
i-espondencc  of  the  "adventure"'  was  carried  on.  Eacli  of  the 
tliK'O  parlies  to  the  "adventure"  eontiinied  to  march  and  fight 
under  its  own  Rag  as  before.  All  possible  jrains  wore  taken 
lo  conceal  the  fact  that  they  had  ceased  competition  with 
each  other.  They  kept  up  every  appearance  to  tlic  public 
of  Lcing  actively  CDgt^ed  in  compctilivo  business.  Tim  in* 
cvitablo  6}>y  appeare  in  this  scene  as  in  every  other  in  the 
piny.  Tho  "reconciler,"  to  enforce  the  provisiong  that  the 
"reooncileea"  should  not  engage  tn  bnsincss  eUowIiero,  ex- 
tended ft  nypteni  of  espionage  over  iheni,  and  followed  their 
movements,  and  kr]>t  watch  what  they  did  wilh  tiieir  money*, 
and  made  oath  to  the  courts  of  tlio  result*  of  these  "  inquiries 
and  inve«ti<^atiuitA."     The  espionage  continued  after  tliie. 

A  year  or  two  after  this  contract  had  been  broken  by  the 
lielp  of  the  courts,  the  then  secretary  of  tho  groat  oil  company, 
through  an  iiilermediary,  approached  the  book-keeper  of  the 
firm  which  had  been  freed  from  the  trust. 

"  Would  you  not  like  to  make  some  money  l" 

"He  inrlincd  to  let  litni  believe  he  dirl  want  to  make  eome 
money,"  his  employer  nftcrwards  told  Congree*.  "  lie  came 
and  told  me  aljoitl  iL  I  rcque«ted  that  lie  coniinno  and  Hnd 
oot  wliAt  »■'     '  ''        '     '    1      Uo  was  to  Iiavo  had  eo 
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tnucU  per  year,  but  ho  was  to  Iiavc  bccQ  j»iid  a  down  pigment ; 
lie  gwt  S2r>." 

""What  service  was  he  to  render  for  that!" 

**I  have  a  mcmoraDdum.  Thcro  were  80  many  things  lie 
was  to  do  that  I  cannot  carry  it  in  my  imad." 

"One  of  the  (jnostions  wag,  ■  Wliat  was  the  result  of  last 
year's  bn^nessi*  The  other  was,  'A  tranBcript  of  the  daily 
ahipnients.  widi  net  prices  received  from  the  Bamc ;  what  is 
ibe  cost  for  nianiifactuiing  outside  of  tlio  crude;  tlic  kind  of 
gasciliao  and  naphtha  made,  and  the  net  prices  received  for  tlie 
same;  vfhat  they  do  with  tar  and  the  iK-rcunta^cs  o£  the  eatno  ; 
what  i>cr  c«nt.  of  water  white  uiid  wjut  per  cent,  of  Michigan 
water  white;  how  mnch  oil  exported  last  yoarT  Ttiis  in- 
formation, ns  fii«t  fls  received,  to  bo  mailed  to  Box  114,  Cleve- 
land post-office.  .  .  .  lie  (tiie  buok-keeper)  made  an  aOidavit  of 
it,  and  I  took  tlic  mone/  back  myself  pcrfionally."  ' 

Wlien  ordem  came  in  for  more  oil  than  the  ]uuii  \Mt  upon 
tbeii),  the  "  reconcilees,"  asserting  their  commercial  niiinbood, 
went  on  rcRninr;  to  itiipply  the  dcmnnds  of  the  public  Inetoad 
the  coinniandti  of  the  cli4)ue.  They  contended  that  they 
not  bound  by  the  limitation,  mid  in  tins  were  afterwards 
nplield  by  the  court;  but,  nieanwliilc,  they  were  called  to  ao- 
oonnt  and  friv;Iitcncd  into  another  "reconciliation."  He  was 
preH-nt,  the  chief  reconciler  told  the  conrt,  at  the  interview  in 
which  thoj  "agreed  to  diminish  their  tnanufacture  ...  to 
bring-  tho  entiro  amount  witliiu  tlie  terms'*  of  the  contract. 

But  aj^in  they  began  to  refine  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
people  ovidoncei]  by  tbo  market  demand.  Then  tlieir  8»pply 
of  cnide  was  shut  off.  Their  sii/erain  omied  the  pijic  line  to 
Cleveland.  When  its  csea|>ii)g  victimii  got  around  that  dilH* 
onlty,  it  took  its  "contract"  to  the  courts. 

To  shut  tlnso  oompetitoi-8  down  to  half  their  rapacity, 
and  tn  reconcile  and  etjnalize  intcrc&ts  by  taking  iinlf  of  all 
Ibcy  made  on  that  was  merely  an  incident,  collateral  to  tho 
grander  plan,  tl»e  vaster  "  ndventnre,"  of  getting  all  the  profit* 


>  TtHimony,  TniKu,  CoiigrM»,  1&88,  p.  M7. 
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of  tlut  greater  field  oat  of  wliidi  llicso  competitors  were 
burred  altogether.  Such  coutrocts  ob  thcec,  its  couiuel  Mud, 
wei-u  mady  wiili  rvfincre  all  over  llic  countrj-.  The  chief 
profit  of  the  advcnliirc  lay,  not  in  the  divided  profite  of  the 
piciiynne  husinc&s  it  let  the  vassals  do,  but  in  the  ondivided 
profits  of  tlie  empire  kept  for  it«elf.  Why  should  Ihe  recon* 
ciler  liurry  with  expensire  lawyers  into  ooart  for  a  SQinniary 
injunction  to  prevent  a  "recoiicilee"  from  making  more  oil, 
when  Iho  reconciler,  vrho  toiled  not  nor  epno,  was  to  ffct  lialf 
of  the  gain  of  $3.05  on  erery  barrel  of  it  (  Why,  but  tbnt 
every  "oo- operative"  barrel  so  mado  wonid  difiplace  in  the 
markets  n  burrel,  all  the  profits  of  wltlch  went  to  it. 

Tlio  "reconeilec*"  were  called  into  court.  A  jodgo  was 
asked  to  isane  an  injunction  forbidding  them  to  depart  from 
tlic  elrict  letter  of  the  contract. 

Tlicy  hate  booD  refining  more  than  85,000  barrels  of  oil 
year,  was  the  ecmplaint. 

They  *'  threaten  to  distil  erode  potrolonm  withont  regard 
quantity." '    They  are  '*  parties  in  rebellion,"  said  the  lawyor& 
The  judge  said.  No.    This  i»  a  contraot  in  restraint  of  tnn 
and  released  those  who  were  in  its  toils. 

Tiie  immediate  effect  of  this  "  crjnalijtation"  was  an  advance 
in  the  rates  of  proliL  The  year  before  the  independent  ro- 
finors  had  made  a  profit  of  only  31  cents  a  barrel.' 

The  first  year  of  the  "adventure"  the  profits  jumped  up  to 
§i2.r.3  :i  barrel.  The  dividends  i-re>e  from  *41,000  to  $'>2104", 
while  the  prodactiou  fell  fmm  ISO.OOO  to  88,0^5  Urrcls.  For 
the  four  yearB  the  average  profit  was  $2.03  n  barrel,  or  500 
per  cent,  advance.     The  lowest  profit  was  $1.3T. 

"  lioiincd  oil  advanced  to  an  average  uf  $8  per  barrel  for 
that  year  "  (1876).  eaya  the  coaneel  of  the  trust.' 

These  great  winning^t  were  made  in  the  depth  of  the  de- 
pression following  the  panic  of  1873. 

While  a  world-compelling  doclino  not  only  of  prices  bat 

■  r«lil»a  fiw  Rcliuf  anj  loJiuictiMi,  Bu&dftnl  Oil  Cocnpuijr  m.  VT,  0.  Soofield 
•I  at.,  «le.  ■  AflliLirtu  ot  the  ilefeuduitiL 

■  Oi>ui£<ndA'oMi,  tXe-t  S-  C.  T.  DodO,  p.  SS. 
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of  profits,  was  in  progress,  the  authors  of  this  arrangement 
kepi  up  kerosene  to  a  point  at  whiulj  8630.6)>1  wm  made  in 
(o<ar  Teai-9  out  of  an  investment  of  ?S1,*.'00,  half  of  which 
went  to  thoeo  who  put  in  $IO,<>UU  and  their  power  over 
freigtit  agents. 

This  "  atlventnre,''  as  was  said  hy  the  Hun.  Stanley  Mat- 
thew's, wlio  apppared  as  counsel  for  ilie  victimized  rcfinci-s, 
vras  better  than  a  gold-mine.  It  was  n  mint.  Witlioiit  giving 
any  personal  anporrision  ur  any  tirno,  withont  any  expendi- 
ture except  the  insignificant  investment  of  ^10,000,  made  as  a 
mere  stalking-horse,  these  men  took  a  s]iaro  of  t)io  protils  of 
"the  party  of  the  second  part,"  which  is  not  to  be  calculated 
by  ordinary  percentage,  but  by  ninltiplicalLons,  over  and  over 
again,  every  year,  of  the  money  they  put  in  it. 

By  reducing  the  volume  of  business  one-half,  by  increasing 
the  profit  from  34  cents  a  barrel  to  ?2.05,  the  reconcilers 
pocketed  ^J15,345.5S  in  font  years,  on  an  investment  of 
ilO,(Mj(.i,  with  no  work.  Tliia  was  the  fact.  The  theory  witii 
which  tlic  fact  was  hidden  from  tlic  people  is  given  to  the 
New  York  Ij^gislature  !n  ISSs.  The  princi])'Ie  on  which  the 
trust  did  business,  its  pi-esidenl,  said,  was  : 

"At  a  limited  profit ;  a  very  email  protit  on  an  extremely 
lar^c  volume  of  business."  ' 

When  its  secretary  was  before  Cwngrces,  ha  was  asUcd  abont 
Uio  D]>erations  of  himself  and  his  aeeociatce  in  these  years,  1$T'>, 
iS77,  of  wonderful  protita.  He  liad  been  participating  during 
that  time  in  not  only  tins  profit  of  :^2.05  a  bari-ol,  but  in  di* 
vidod  profits  rising  to  $3,000,000  in  a  year  on  |;3,000.000  of 
eapiul,  and  in  undivided  profits  wliieh  rolled  up  8;3,6<iO,000 
of  capital  into  $70,000,i>00  in  five  years.     But  he  said  : 

*'  The  business  during  thofie  years  was  ao  very  close  as  to 
leave  scarcely  any  margin  of  prolit  under  the  most  advauta- 
geous  circnmstancee." ' 

The  effect  on  the  eousumcr  appears  from  the  statement 


•  Twtimonr.  Tnuu,  New  Yorh  Beami*,  1M8,  p,  iU. 

*  TMiiiiiunr,  TrutU,  Cuoj^is,  I86&,  p.  172. 


in  tbU  case  of  one  of  the  beat-koown  producers  and  refiners 
in  tlie  oil  regioDS,  one  iiititiiatcly  a««ocittU:d  witli  the  member* 
of  the  combinalion.     He  showed  t)iat  oil  which  was  KcHitig  nt ' 
twenty  cents  &  gallon  retail  couhl  ha  sold  at  a  largo  profit  at 
twelve  cents  a  gallon. 

As  to  the  effect  on  the  woi'king-tiian,  tho  demand  for  labor 
declined.  wngcB  went  donrn,  and  the  Dumber  of  unemployed 
increased. 

Wlicn  there  was  competition  in  Cleveland  the  great  com- 
pany could  not  afford  to  have  its  skilled  workmen  idle,  bc- 
can«o  they  wonid  seek  employment  with  the  other  relineriesj 
but  now,  tiarin^;  the  refining  bueineas  all  in  its  own  hands, 
when  it  was  temporarily  to  its  advantage  to  refine  oil  in  Pitta- 
burg,  Oil  City,  or  other  poiiiu,  in  preference  to  Clevehuid, 
it  could  with  impunity  let  its  hands  remain  idle  in  Clerelaud, 
knowing  thai  whcu  it  wiintwd  them  it  could  ca»il y  secure  tht-ni, 
as  tlierc  arc  no  otlier  n-finuries  in  Cluvetand  tu  eniiiloy  them, 
and  "lliut  lias  been  a  vt-ry  serious  injury  to  workingmcn.'' ' 

Tliere  was  no  pretence  that  the  design  of  this  contract  was 
not  to  make  oil  scarce — i.e.,  dear. 

In  the  affidavit  which  was  made  in  snpport  of  tlie  injnno 
tion  the  principal  reconciler  showed  that  his  company  had 
restricted  itself  as  nmch  as  it  restricted  these  competitors. 
Ho  urged  as  the  rcnson  why  the  contract  had  been  made  and 
wliy  the  courts  uliould  sustain  it,  that  "the  capacity  of  all  the 
relincrios  in  the  United  States  is  more  than  sufficient  to  shjv 
ply  the  markets  of  tho  world,  and  if  all  the  refineries  were  run 
to  their  full  capacity  tliey  would  refine  ut  least  twice  as  much 
oil  as  the  markets  of  the  world  require ;  that  this  difference 
between  the  capacity  of  refineries  uud  tho  demands  of  tlie 
market  has  existed  for  at  least  seven  years  past,  and  during 
that  period  tho  refineries''  of  his  company  '*liavc  not  been 
mn  to  ...  .  exceed  one-half  of  their  capacity." 

When  these  surviving  independents  of  Cleveland  were 
forced  into  this  adventure,  in  lSt»>,  the  eoorce  of  the  power 
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16  in  line.  agi>  oi  intiivianai- 
lot  known.  /'Tlje  appalUnM 
*  slioweil  that  sometiiin^l 
omctLiiii;,  Jkowevcr,  iu  tliixl 


which  coald  compel  "  freo  **  citizens  in  this  age  of  individnal- 
isin  to  execute  Ench  n  bond  was  not 
mortality  among  tlic  independent* 
was  wrioiuly  wrong.  There  was  eomct 
"  A'fji'cement  for  an  Adventure"  which  pointed  etiaigbt  to  it. 
That  was  ii  claaso  which  ^intantocd  those  who  bccjimo  vu^aU 
that  tlicy  ehoiiUl  liave  the  Ratno  freij^lit  rates  ami  get  buck  clic 
same  rehates  as  the  moiiupuly.,'  "  Had  tlie  monopoly  the 
power,"  £aid  the  lion.  Stiinley  Matthews.  "  to  procnre  freights 
on  l>cttcr  and  more  atlvHntagt^niis  tcnnK  than  the  re»t  of  rlie 
public  eof^aged  in  tlic  same  businctw  i  .  .  .  And  if  tliCT  had 
&l»ch  power,  how  did  it  got  it  f  .  .  .  If  tins  or  any  other  cor- 
poration  i&  allowed  to  exalt  itself  in  tiiis  way  and  by  tlicse 
means  above  competition,  it  is  also  exalted  above  the  law." 

The  jrrcat  lawyer,  who  soon  aftorwiirda  became  a  jiistit'e  of 
the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  Statee,  could  not  aiiswur 
tlie  qne«lioRS  lie  raised.  The  facts  wera  hidden  in  secret  con- 
tracls  with  the  railroads.  Aa  regards  Cleveland,  they  did  not 
cuuie  out  until  tive  ye»i-s  later,  in  IVS5.  It  tlicn  becatiic  an 
adjudicated  fact  that  iu  ISTS,  the  year  before  this  "Agree- 
ment for  an  Adventure,"  the  Lake  Sliore  Railroad  had  made 
a  contract  wjtii  the  oil  combination  to  drii'c  these  verv 
competitors  xnd  nil  othere  out  of  business,  just  as  the  eanic 
road  had  done  for  the  South  Improvement  Company  in  1873. 
W  hen  they  cecapeil  from  their  '■  i-econcilcr,"  tlicy  brought  this 
railroad  and  the  contract  into  conrt.  The  case  wa&  fought  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court. 

That  tribunal  found  that  the  Lake  Shore  road  had  cun- 
tracti^l  with  this  company  tr>  carry  its  products  ten  cents  per 
luirrel  rheapcr  than  for  any  otiicr  cnslcinieri!.  It,  showed  that 
this  nindo  a  difference  to  the  victims  of  tlio  "Adventure"' 
eijnal  to  piorc  than  21  per  cent,  a  year  ou  their  capital. 

'■  The  understanding,''  the  court  «nid, "  was  to  keep  the  price 
down  for  the  favored  customci-s,  but  vp  for  all  the  others, 
and  the  inevitable  tendency  and  effect  of  this  contract  was  i» 
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enable  the  Standard  Oil  Company  to  cstabllsli  and  tnaint^ii 
an  ovorsliaJoivinj^  monopoly,  to  ruin  all  otlicr  0{>criitorf,  and 
driro  tlicm  out  of  bueiticis.'"  Tliu  coiiiticof  thv  railroad  tlio 
court  declared  to  be  one  of  "active  participation  in  the  un. 
lawful  pnrposcs"  of  the  oil  company.  The  Lake  Shore  was  to 
have  all  iu  biulnesft  one  of  Cleveland,  bnt,  n  competing  railroad 
being  built,  the  Lake  Shore  made  a  contract  to  give  this  new 
line  a  ]>arl  of  the  plum,  to  induce  it  to  unite  in  the  policy  of 
kct-piitg  freights  doicn  for  llie  favored  cusloraer,  and  up  for  bll 
otlicTB.  When  the  Prceident  of  the  trnst  was  asked  aficrwaitls 
by  the  New  Yovk  LegtsUture  if  there  had  l>een  no  nrrangc- 
niciit  by  which  it  got  ita  transportation  cheaper  than  others 
could,  he  replied,  "No,  sir."  And  Uter  he  reiterated  that  in 
their  nrmngements  for  freight  there  was*' nothing  peculiar."' 

lint  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  in  describing  this  arrnnge- 
Dient,  diversify  the  etaid  rhetoric  of  their  legal  delireraDce 
with  the  unaffected  exclamation: 

"How  peculiar r' 

They  declared  the  contract  between  the  two  railroads  "  void," 
and '-not  only  contrary  ton  sound  public  policy,  but  to  the  lax 
demands  of  the  commercial  honesty  and  ordinary  methods  of 
buidness.**  They  also  pronounced  thu  contraet  hctwven  the 
railroad  and  the  oil  cora|»any  as  "made  to  build  up  a  monop- 
oly," and  as  "  unlawful."' 

The  great  lawyer,  we  have  said,  could  not  answer  the  (]tre»- 
tious  bo  asked.  The  facts,  we  have  said,  were  hidden  in  a 
secret  contract.  And  yet  the  answers  to  the  '^iicstionB.  the 
facta,  had  been  nil  bronglit  to  the  verge  of  dieclodure  by  lUo 
investigation  by  Congress  early  in  the  same  year,  1976. 

Althoiigh  the  inTesligalion,  in  consequence  of  the  '"T  ob- 
ject "of  the  lion.  Henry  B.  Payne,  of  Cleveland,'  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  though  tlie  rail- 
rond  and  oil  clique  men  would  nut  miHwer,  and  the  committee 
would  not  press  tbein,  there  was  a  volunteer  vritness  from 

t  Tonlaiony,  Tmtti,  N«w  Tork  Somie,  IS8S,  pp.  S88. 4SI. 
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Clerclund,  who  begnn  to  iipet  all  titc  plans  to  smotlier. 
This  willing  witnees  waa  h  Cleveland  refiner,  u  shrewd  man, 
afi  woald  eofiily  l)e  believed  b;  iliosc  wUo  know  tliat  he  w 
Iho  brother  of  an  orpinizer  of  the  oil  combination.  He,  too, 
bad  been  a  member  of  it,  but  for  sutne  rcnsom  was  now  "  out," 
and  vrm  one  of  the  swiininers  who  felt  tlicnigt-'lvcs  libiris 
drawn  down.  Hu  betook  hiniKoIf  for  relief  to  Coiijjress. 
He  dodged  no  eii bpeiinnfi,  but,  gulni;  befcirc  the  Committee  oi 
Commcrcf.  iio  began  to  tell  inoru  fullv  tliHii  any  other  witness 
had  ever  done,  or  had  ever  been  able  to  do,  the  6tory  of  Iho 
rtlttioiiB  between  the  eombinaCion  niid  ibo  railroads,  which  lio 
knew  of  lib  pcrratial  knowledge.  When  ho  bcj^an  talking  in 
this  free  w;iy  to  ihe  public  aiithorities.  his  former  atii^ociiites  «iw 
that  tliej  Iiad  Dndcrcstimated  his  abiliticit  as  a  mdiitir.  Tliey  be- 
gan  to  feel  that  it  might  be  well  tu  niiibe  »oma  (!»ii(;e»>ions  to 
tliis  particular  brother,  though  not  to  tItc  Brutherliuoil  of  Mnn. 

The  investif;atioii  waa  saniniarily  suspended,'  inid  his  teeti- 
monr  wan  spirited  away.  With  tho  only  powei-  that  could 
have  interfered  tlitis  silenced,  the  sur^'ivirig  itulcpcndents 
were  corralled  as  \va  have  dexc^ribed.  Tliig  wjls  done  two 
short  months  after  the  fir&t  move  wan  made,  May  ICch,  for  the 
inve«tigHtton  which  might  have  Ba%xd  the  indcpendenta  at 
Cleveland  and  elsewhere  from  llio  duress  wlucli  drove  men 
to  d«ath  or  adventures  of  reconciliation. 

All  over  the  oil  rcgioita  the  conibiniition  has  followed  this 
policy  of  *'  not  to  cxeccd  hal  f." ' 

Nineteen  ])»ge8  of  the  testiniony  of  a  member  iu  the  £iiic 
b^nu  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  arc  taken  up 
with  the  operiilions  of  one  of  its  conetitnent  companic:«  in  the 
purchase  or  Ic-i&ing  of  competing  retiiieries,  many  of  which 
were  ithut  down  or  palled  down. 

Thtg  witnoss  could  name  only  uii(^  r^jfluory  ottt  of  the  gcoro 
of  independent  concerns  oncu  tluiiriohiiLg  in  Pittsburg,  which 
was  not  under  its  control.' 


'Srsdi.  urit.  *SccTMCimvn7.Tnin«,  Caugnu,  l68S,}>.eOD. 
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"DiBmsntled,*'  was  the  monotonoos  refrain  of  many  of  bis 
anevers  to  the  qncstione  as  to  what  Jiad  been  done  with  the 
rcfinoriee  thus  got  under  control.  Asked  why  these  works 
Imd  been  thus  diRinnntled  or  slmt  down,  lie  explained  it  vari- 
ously as  due  to  unfavorable  location  or  worn-out  niacliiiiery 
or  some  encli  disadvAntngo. 

If  theeo  works  were  ho  bitdly  eitiiatcti  and  so  illjr  fitted  for 
thebnsincesandeoohi.wliy  did  it  ]nirchiific  tiinn  i  "Van  yon 
give  f^Dod  coinmorcial  rca&ons  why  it  would  tiny  all  unprotit- 
able  jnnkr'  he  wae  askGd.' 

*•!  cannot  give  any  roason  wliy  tliey  bouj^Iit  tlio  works," 
M-as  the  lielplexs  answur. 

From  tlic  beginning  to  tlie  end  the  langnage  used  by  tlio 
founders  of  the  com  bi  mil  ion  proves  eciircity  to  have  been  tbcir 
object.  *'  There  la  n  largo  iiiUDbcr  of  refincrii'S  in  the  conutry 
— a  (trcat  deal  larger  tlian  is  required  for  the  mannfaetnre  of 
the  oil  produood  in  the  poiintry,  or  for  the  w»nt«  of  the  eon- 
sumen^  in  Europe  and  Aniei'icu,"  gaid  one  of  the  prineipal 
menibers  in  1873.* 

Thia  is  aluioet  identical  with  the  language  n^ed  in  18S0  in  the 
effort  to  enjoin  Cleveland  refinera  who  "  threatened  to  distil." 

hi  1S87  we  will  ^e  the  same  power  putting  its  band  and 
seal  to  All  agreement  to  enfoi'ce  the  doctrine  that  there  was 
too  mnch  oil  iu  the  esrtb. 
I  /^  In  1ST2  there  were  inuro  refineries  thuii  were  needed  for  the 
oil;  in  IdST  there  whs  tor)  miicli  oil.  The  pri»jtres»io"  ia  ftig- 
ni6cant.  And  down  to  the  pruaciit  [xmiI  witli  tliu  Seoleh  re- 
finers we  will  eeo  Ihu  »a.nia  men  enforcing  abroad,  year  by 
year,  the  xame  gospel  of  want.' 

"The  produecre  in  America  are  quite  alive  to  the  wisdom 
of  not  producing  too  inncli  parafline,  and  arc  already  adopting 
measures  to  rcetrict  it,"  said  tlio  cliairinan  at  the  annnal  mcet- 
of  one  of  the  principal  Scotch  companies.' 
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CHAPTER  VTI 

"too  aee  not  to  itirrtxE  '* 

Ik  tlie  obituarj  oolainn  of  the  Cleveland  IIer<dd,  of  June 
6, 1874,  wiia  given  the  news  of  the  death  of  one  of  tlio  pio- 

.aeer  inanufxctiiiera  of  Cleveland.  lie  b*^n  tlic  refining  of 
jtrolenm  in  that  city  in  IStJfi,  eeveral  years  before  any  of 
thoae  who  afterwards  bcttanie  the  sovereigns  of  tlie  businea* 
L»]  Idft  iheir  niitroatl  platforms,  hook-kecpiiig  stools,  and  law- 
yer*' deskR.  lie  was  married  in  tlie  Kanie  year,  and  from  tliat 
time  until  hisdentli,  in  1BT4-,  gave  his  wlinle  life  to  lii»  refinery 

ijlUld  hiji  family,  and  wae  eiicceefifiil  with  botli.     The  Uerald 

rsaid  of  him  editorially : 

"  II«  «M  well  known  In  Cl^vrlnml  unil  c)«ew]icrc  as  a  business  man  of 
Ugti  ehorat'tfr.     lie  was  n  pruminint.  mcmbeT  of  llic  First  Prestylerlnn 
liurcb,  wiu  at  oac  time  Pri'sliUm  of  tlic  Vouhk  Mch'h  Cljmliiiii  Awrx^Iit 
nil,  and  wia  aclice  in  all  tuterpriaea  nf  a  religiiims  aiiit  Itriirvoli-di  riinr- 
He  wsa  nboul  forly  fears  of  age,  mid  leaves  u  vrlft-  und  tlinra 
liitilrco." 

Ui»  enterpriee  had  boeo  "  rery  profitable,"  his  wife  said  af- 
terwarde  in  coui-t,  in  narratini;  how  elio  and  hor  childron  fared 
Laftcr  tlic  death  of  tlic  husliand.  father,  and  bread-winner.  "  My 
iQsband  dovotetl  hi8  entire  energies  and  life  to  the  bnslncss 
from  about  1840  to  tlie  time  of  hia  deatli,  and  had  acinired 
through  hi&  name  a  lar^c  patronage.  lAy  InisUind  went  into 
debt  jiist  before  his  deutli,''  she  continttod,  "  for  the  lii-@t  time 
in  Iiie  life.  I'Vr  the  interest  of  my  fatlierleas  childron,  as  well 
myself,  I  tlmnght  it  my  dniy  to  uontiniie  tlie  bneiinuiiti.  I 
>k  ^7.">.000  of  tlio  $Iua,OUO  of  stoch,  and  conlinned  fn)m 
that   time,  1874,  until    NovemlMr,  1878,  making   IiatidBome 
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profitft,  during  pcrliaps  tlic  linnlcftt  busines-i  ycirs  of  the  time 
sinOB  my  hiiKliaixt  Imd  l)C<(itti/' ' 

TliQ  biiaiiicfiti  rvcuiveij  from  liur  llio  nioet  tlioroii};]!  nnd  faith* 
ful  attention,  and  slic  maiDtaincd  tie  proepcrity  lier  Jiusband 
had  fouudod  by  mnl<in<;  n  profit  of  about  S2ri,nott  a  vear. 

A  roproscntacirc  of  one  of  the  oil  conibliiatiun  c:iiiio  to  her, 
8lje continued,  "  with  a  proposition  that  I  shonld  sell  to  them." 
This  agent  was  '"a  brother  uiannfactiirer,"  who.  but  a  short 
time  before  in  a  conference  with  her,  had  n<;rced  iliat  iti  %'iew 
of  the  dangers  M'liich  seemed  to  threaten  tlieiii,  be  and  slie 
tbonid  mntiinllj'  n-atch  out  for  each  other,  and  tliat  no  urrungc- 
ment  alioald  )>e  made  hy  eilliur  without  Ictling  tlic  other  know. 
The  next  she  aaw  of  her  all^'  he  jtonnced  upon  her  in  bor 
office  with  the  newB  that  he  was  in  the  oil  combiimtion,  ihat 
the  head  of  it  had  told  tilin  ho  miMiit  to  have  conttul  of  the 
rctiiilng  bui^incae  i  f  it  took  liiiti  ten  yxsurf^^  hut  Jie  hoped  to  hare 
it  in  two.  lie  wont  on  to  worm  the  woman's  heart  b_Y  the 
declaration  that  since  lie  bad  become  aciiiiaiuted  with  the 
secrets  of  the  or]^ni7»tion  ho  wondered  th:it  he  mid  ^hc  bsd 
been  able  to  hold  out  so  long.  After  whieli  jmdiniinariefl  ho 
proiHJSL'd  thai  she,  low,  blioidd  eell  to  it.  WiUi  sagnciry  nnd 
apirit  she  docliucd  puint-bluuk  to  have  any  Dcguliatioii  with 
him. 

She  declined  to  deal  with  Biibordi nates,  and  eaid  alio  did  not 
WAUt  to  sell.  The  pnncipal  then  called  upon  her  at  her  resi- 
dence. TiiiJi  was  ill  1S78.  and  these  were  dark  days  for  "out- 
side" refiners.  One  by  one  they  were  siiikiri;'  out  of  sight, 
and  slipping  under  the  yoke  like  the  victims  uf  the  *' recon- 
ciliation" and  ''cqiializution'*  described  in  tlio  hist  chapter. 

For  six  years  word  had  Ixien  passing  from  one  frightened 
lip  to  another  that  they  were  all  deetinod  for  the  tnaw  or  the 
morgue,  and  the  fulfiltnont  of  the  word  bad  been  appalling. 
Uu  kiiuw  tlie  menibei^  of  tbo  oil  coinbinaLion,  one  of  the 
beet-known  vetomnB  of  the  oil  region  testified  in  tbibt  case, 
naniiug  them;  *'  I  have  heard  eome  of  tbeui  say,  in  suhgtance, 

■Affldari;,  OcC  18,  ISEH).  Cue  of  SuniUrd  Otl  Compuj'  ra.  W.  C.  SmMA 
K  fli.,  CIcTt'luitl,  1$S0. 
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'  tbat  thej  intended  to  wipe  out  all  tlio  refiaeries  iii  tlie  coiititr; 
except  their  own,  mid  to  control  tlie  entira  relltiiiij;  biisineu 
of  the  Uniled  Stales.'" 

"  The  big  tish  aio  going  to  eat  tlie  IJttle  fisli,"  one  of  the 
big  Qeh  told  a  neighbor  and  coiupetitoi-.  When  one  of  the 
litilo  tiuh  eaid  he  "  troiihl  not  sell  atid  was  not  nfraid,*'  ho  was 
told,  "  Tuu  may  not  be  afi-uid  to  have  your  hend  cut  off,  but 
jonr  body  will  suffer  t" 

Tliu  woman  was  brave  witli  love  and  enthusiasm  for  tl 
niciiiory  of  her  hniihaiKl  antt  the  fittnro  of  her  cliildrcii. 
had  had  a  great  fiucccst-.  hut  eho  kuow  the  eea  ehe  was  swim- 
ming'. She  saw  etronj;  men  going  down  on  every  side.  Site 
Lerwif  afterwards  uM  in  court  of  lior  great  anxiety  iis  she 
would  hear  of  one  ittfinery  after  another  surrendering,  fueling 
sure  thit  that  wontd  eventually  be  tho  fate  of  her  coi]i]):iny. 

All  that  the  witne««e^  just  <^uotL-d  had  re{)urtcd,  ull  that 
was  e^aid  of  the  «anie  tenor  by  tlie  wi[ne»«L*a  before  Cungrcss 
in  ISTC,  and  much  more,  had  hi;en  iillinjj  the  hearts  of  the 
bufiineM  men  of  CJeveland,  Pittsburg,  Titiisvillc,  New  York, 
witli  II  reign  of  terror  ever  stnco  lS7t).  It  wns  witli  a  full 
realization  of  all  tliis  that  she  went  down  to  liev  parlor  to 
receive  the  great  man  of  commerce,  who  pasReiv  tho  contri- 
bution-box for  widowei*  mitci  otitRide  tlic  church  as  well  as 
witliin.  This  gentleman  war  in  hci*  honee  in  jiiiraiiance,  prac- 
tically, of  Ilia  own  motion.  4^)jo  did  not  want  to  ficll ;  the 
gaggestion  of  a  sale  had  come  from  the  other  side.  "  I  told 
him,"  tho  widow  enid  to  tho  jndgo,  *'  that  1  realized  that  iny 
conipuny  was  entirely  in  the  power"  of  \i\i  company.  "  All 
I  can  do,"  I  said  to  him,  '*  u  to  appeal  to  your  honor  as  a  geii- 
tleuian,  and  to  yonr  sympathy,  lu  do  tho  best  with  me  that 
t  yon  can.  I  beg  of  you  to  consider  your  wife  in  my  position, 
left  with  tliift  hui^incsa  and  with  falherlesia  childi'cn,  and  with 
a  large  indebtedness  tliut  ray  husband  had  just  contracted  for 
tlie  lit^t  time  in  hia  life.  I  felt  that  I  could  not  do  without 
the  income  arising  from  this  business,  and  I  have  taken  it  np 
and  gone  on,  .xnd  been  successful  in  the  hardest  3-eare  sinco  my 
buaband  commcDced."    "  I  am  aware,"  lie  replied,  "of  wh::t 
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you  have  done.  My  wife  conlJ  never  have  accompliBhcd  m 
mocli.*'  Slic  had  become  alarmed,  the  woman  of  busiiicss 
resumed,  bccmse  his  company  was  "getting  control  of  all 
the  refinones  in  the  twinlry." 

;  lie  promifiei],  ivitli  tears  in  hisoyce,  that  he  would  Btanil  by 
Tier.  It  bIioiiK1  never  bu  said,  Ite  crit^d,  llial  he  had  wruiigud 
tlie  widow  of  his  fellow-refiner.  "  lie  agreed  that  I  might 
retain  whatever  araonnt  of  Block  I  dwircd.  He  nccined  to 
WADt  only  the  control.  I  Uioiiglit  \»»  foelinge  were  siivh  that 
I  conld  trn&t  liim,  and  that  ho  would  detil  honorably  with  me." 
Thie  was  tlie  last  she  saw  of  him.  He  proini&od  to  come  to 
see  her  during  lite  tiu;;utiatiuns,  hut  did  not  do  ho.  Ho  prom- 
ised to  aiisisl  and  advise  Iior,  but  did  not  do  ko.  Tie  deelined 
to  condnot  tlie  negotiation!!  with  her  in  person  an  lihe  re- 
qaested,  "stating  to  her,"  he  haid,  in  giving  his  vereion  of  the 
affair  to  the  cunrt,  "  that  I  knew  nothing  about  her  bitsineas 
or  ttio  meclianical  Appliances  nscd  in  the  snnie,  and  that  1 
could  not  pursue  any  negotiations  with  her  with  rofcrence  to 
the  same;  biitthat  if,  after  reflection,  she  desired  to  do  so,  some 
of  our  fieople  familiar  witii  the  Inbricatiiig-oil  business  wonld 
take  u|>  tiie  <|ttefitioH  with  hur.  .  .  .  When  ehe  responded,  vx- 
piiewing  tier  fears  obout  the  future  of  the  husinetw,  stating 
that  ti\iK  could  not  gi:t  cars  to  transport  sntHcient  oil,  and  other 
similar  remarket,  1  Btuted  to  her  that  though  wo  were  tieiug 
our  cars,  and  required  tUcm  in  our  own  bueinoes,  yet  we  would 
loan  her  any  number  ithe  required,  or  do  anything  else  in  rea- 
«on  to  j\sf,\eX  her,  and  I  eaw  no  re-ason  wliy  she  could  not 
proeocnto  her  bn^incM  jaet  ae  successfully  in  the  futui-e  as 
in  the  pii^t."  This  assnrance  to  hi»  widow>coiMpi!litor  that 
lio  wonhl  let  her  have  care  w.-is,  of  itself,  enough  to  justify  nil 
hor  alarm,  and  Bhow  that  there  wafl  no  hope  for  her  but  in 
making  the  bc^t  surrender  possible.  It  was  proof  poaitive 
that  he  did  control  the  trnnsportntion,  tliat  the  welt-dctlneil  re- 
port that  no  one  but  he  and  bin  could  get  their  busineas 
done  by  the  railroad  was  true.  Permission  to  go  upon  the 
lilghwnys  by  the  favor  of  a  competitor  it>  too  thin  n  plank 
for  even  a  woman  to  be  got  to  walk.    Withdrawing  from 
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direct  connecHon,  bnt  managing  the  nffnir  to  tlio  cod  as  he 
testifiee,  lie  eeiit  back  to  hot*  tlie  agent  she  lm<l  refused  to  talk 
witli. 

Negotiations  were  acconlingljr  resumed  perforce  with  this 
agent.  He  eiiltmitti^d  to  \m  jii'iiifip.'ib  .1  gtatcincnt  in  licr  l)c> 
haH  of  tJio  value  of  the  property,  but  did  not  waste  tiiiio  over 
the  form  of  letliri};  Iter  eee  it,  or  cuii^ulting  with  her  before 
submitting  it  in  lier  nainu. 

This  Htatemeiit  she  never  authorized,  never  hoard  of,  and 
never  reaii  niitil  it  was  prwhiced  in  court  agiiingt  her.' 

One  interesting  feature  of  the  contritct  wliich  was  the  Bnb- 
ject  of  the  " adventure "  dcacrihcd  iii  the  chapter  "Not  to 
Elxceed  Half  was  repeated  here.  The  rupresi;iitalivo  who 
"took  up  this  Hotter"'  with  the  widow  carried  on  litus  biir^ 
giining  in  great  part  with  the  minor  etocklioMcr^,  one  of 
whom  claimed  afterwards  that  all  he  bad  done  was  under 
hor  directions,  and  ^to  her  entire  satisfaction.'*  linl  ehe 
was  entirely  unaware  of  either  lier  "di,rectious"  or  lier  "sat- 
Ufaciion.'*  "  He  never  had  the  alightcet  nuthority  from  me 
to  represent  me  in  any  way  in  the  sale." ' 

Another  of  the  minor  ftoc.khnklcrfi  also  biuiicd  hiinficif  in 
reprcscntinj*  her  witiiout  licr  knowledge.  On  belialf  of  the 
widow  agents  were  making  tigiiros,  tliough  she  knew  nothing 
of  their  agency  or  tlio  figures.  By  tlicse  combined  efforts 
:ft  tale  wa&  finally  cuncluded  at  ligurea  \i-hicli,  thangh  she 
omcd  Msvcn-tentlis  of  the  property,  she  had  never  authorized, 
and  irere  fitr  below  the  only  figures  ehe  liad  given  ai>  tlioee 
sbo  was  wilting  to  take. 

Conipellod  to  deal  with  n  anbordinate  against  her  will,  fear- 
ing to  remain  in  to  hazardous  nn  occupation,  and  yet  needing 
for  biT  children  the  income  it  bronght  her,  this  woman  mantl- 
faetnrer's  poeilion  was  most  harassiTig.  All  through,  as  her 
caftliior  and  tre:isurer  told  the  court,  8he  was  dissatisfled,  felt 
that  she  waa  conipcHed  to  sell  though  she  wanted  to  retain  lier 
property. 


USdarii,  Kov.  17, 1680. 
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"In  my  liearing,"  lier  confideiitiiil  cleric  said,  "ebc  declared 
eliu  Ho1<I  because  slio  wre  compultcil  to  do  so/' 

Slio  toM  bcr  follow-stockboldcrs  tlmt  pbe  bad  been  informed 
by  tlic  agent  who  urns  dealing  wilb  bcr,  tbat  if  tbey  did  not 
sell  out  it  would  only  bo  a  question  of  time  before  tbt-y  woiib! 
be  forced  to  bcII  out,  as  bo  intended  to  place  oil  like  tbat  miide 
by  ber  compatiy  iti  tbo  liatid^  of  ull  tlieir  Hgetits,  to  andersell 
tbciti  und  close  tbctu  q)it.     Tim  decided  tbciri  to  rcII. 

"Iniismncli  as  tbu  uintingera  of  tlic  Standai-d  Oil  ('ompanj 
appeared  to  bave  made  up  tbcii'  )iiiitd&  to  obtnlu  t\m  pro)>crty, 
and  not  to  give  tbcin  tbc  cbancc  tbcy  bad  before  in  competi- 
lion,''  the  stockholder,  ns  one  of  tbcm  testified,  "concluded 
it  better  to  sell  the  properly  nt  Bitch  price  aa  they  could 
tben  get,  nitbcr  tbiin  to  run  tbc  risk  of  a  Mill  greater  loss  in 
the  future,  not  one  of  the  etxjckUoldera  dewring  to  part  witb 
tbc  property  at  all,  but  rather  choosing  with  fair  competition 
to  retain  their  iutei*est  in  tbc  property."  ' 

She  bad  tmide  15  per  cent,  in  tbc  lost  t.\x  montlie,  and, 
aside  from  tbcse  threats,  the  bnwnese  looked  prosperous,  for 
tlic  orders  wore  becoming  more  nnmcroiiB  every  day.  iim  the 
widow  could  refuee  to  gcll  only  by  braving  threats  which  bad 
*bi-oken  more  than  two  out  of  ibree  of  all  the  men  about  lier. 
She  put  upon  tbc  property  a  price  warranted  by  its  income, 
SSOO.OOD,  which  waa  adopted  by  tbe  directoTd  of  the  company 
in  a  formal  motion  authorizing  a  sale  nt  tbat  figure,  linl  in 
her  name  a  proposition  was  made  by  tbc  agent  to  sell  for 
$71,000.  "  I  never  iieard  of  the  figure  of  ?n,000,"  die  wya, 
"and  cannot  imagiuo  where  it  origiiiatc<I.  The  only  proposition 
that  waB  ever  made  was  that  of  S2i>0,nOO,"  What  tlie  stock 
was  worth  in  her  e«timatioii  and  tbat  of  her  employ^  wlio  had 
inside  knowledge  is  eeen  in  the  evidence  of  ber  conliilential 
clerk.  Tbongb  he  was  her  ncphow  atiso,  lie  lind  with  difficulty, 
he  sajrs,  bought  stock  at  par. 

She  bad  rcfneod  to  ecH  at  par  to  others.  Now  the  only  offer 
she  could  get  vas  ^00,000  for  tbe  works  and  good-will,  the 
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porcbafierfl  pn/ing  id  addition  tbe  caah  valiio  of  tbo  material  in 
c,  nnd  at  tliat  price  site  liad  to  let  them  go.  She  asked  to 
•Uowed  to  reiiiaiu  an  owner  to  the  extent  of  $15,000  in  tlic 
Imsincas  into  whioli  she  and  her  husband  had  built  tlicir  lives. 
"No  outsider  can  have  any  interest  in  this  concern,''  was  the 
reply-  Tlic  combination  "  ha^  lidlied  iis  long  as  it  %vil)  over 
tliis  matter,"  its  agent  continued.  "It  mu»t  be  settled  up 
fto-day  or  go." 

Tho  power  of  this  biieiriees  to  produce  a  protit  of  ^25,000  a 

Was  worth  almost  8400,000,  according  to  the  valuations 

taintainetl  for  the  stock  of  the  oil  trnst  on  the  New  York 

^Btftck   Exchange  by  the  men  who  bought  out  the  widow. 

Ono  bniidrod  dollare  in  oil  trust  stock  producing  $12  a  year 

'lias  fiotd  as  high  as  1*185.     If  $12  a  year  was  wortli   ^\^b, 

'$25,000  a  year  was  worlli  nearly  ^400,000.     It  was  part  of  Ibe 

agreement  that  the  oil  company  (should  go  on  as  before.    "  It 

^inie  particulkirly  enjoined,"'  te*tifi<Kl  tlie  cashier  and  treasurer, 

'^tliat  the  salo  should  be  kept  a  profound  secret.*"     It  waa 

intended  that  the  company  should  go  on  aa  before  as  far  as  tho 

public  was  cotiecnied,     The  pnrctiascra  agreed  to  contiiine  to 

employ  the  hands  already  at  work,  but  stipulated  that  not  a 

word  slionIO  be  said  to  any  one  of  them  to  reveal  titat  tbo 

company  was  not  as  independent  as  it  had  been.' 

'*And  yon  arc  not  to  engage  in  tho  refining  bnsiness,"  is 
tho  concluding  phrase  of  au  agreement  between  the  oil  com- 
bination and  a  once  competitor  whom  it  had  forced  to  BcU 
out  in  18T*S.* 

"Ton  are  not  to  engsige  In  ri:fiiiiitg,"  the  same  power  said 
in  1ST7  lo  the  Pennsylvania  Ilaili-oad,  and  now  to  tUia  widow : 
You  muil  Kign  this  bund  nut  to  go  into  businees  again  for  ton 
yean. 

The  bond  is  given  in  full  iq  the  record  of  the  case.  It  put 
tho  widow  under  n  forfeit  of  five  tliouMud  doUara  for  ten 
jfflirs,  that — 

■  See  clupteT  "  Not  to  Eiccot  Huir."  Mffldftrit,  )l«j  I,  IWfr. 

*  Com  moll  <r«klth  of  PenntTlriLnia  w.  IVnDHjIrinta  Railroad  Oonii>«D;  H  A, 
Ttttitnan',  p.  711. 
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' '  I  will  ocit  directir,  or  iDdlracll;,  in  any  trty.  inibcr  klooe  or  [a  coin- 
pany  with  aoj  per»ou,  or  as  «  ebue-boldvr  iu  nay  cor{)uraiit>u,  tagtge  la  vr 
in  «ij  wnj  conncrn  myself  or  atlov  litiaRlngly  any  inipiul  or  moacja  t«  be 
employed  In  (be  butioMS  or  irailc  or  rdloiug.  tnanufocturbig,  imidiicisj'. 
plpln;,  or  (leoUni;  In  petrolviim,  or  koj  of  lu  prnducUt.  iritbto  tlic  county 
of  CuyabogB.  nod  Stulc  of  Utiio,  oof  at  any  DlbtT  plium  wbiilsucTcr."' 

Tlieir  iKK^nft  of  sncccSR,  the  president  swore  in  tliif  rerj'  case, 
is  "the  very  \iirgii  I'oluinc"  of  [inrcliaiiei),  ''long  continuance 
in  the  business,"  '*  experience,"  "  knowledge  of  all  the  avennca 
of  tratlc,'^  "ekill  of  expericnecd  ctnploytts,"  nntl  so  forth.  Bnt 
villi  alt  this  tlic^r  difi  not  dare  l&avc  this  middle-aged  iromao 
free  tocli.illcngc  tlicin  again  on  tlic field  of  competition.  Tho 
purclinse  was  niiido  in  the  nnnio  of  lliroo  incinbci's  of  tlie  great 
oil  company,  and  it  was  |)aid  for  hy  the  clieck  of  that  concern. 

Of  these  men  one  was  among  the  "trustees"  indicted  and 
tried,  in  18S5  for  complicity  in  the  plot  to  hlow  np  a  rival  re- 
finery, hut  let  go  by  the  judge. 

At  the  time  the  sale  was  concluded  the  widow  i-efiner  de- 
clared, "Tlie  obtaining  of  her  stoclc  was  no  better  than  steal- 
ing." "Wlimi  tlic  [uipcm  were  brought  to  her  to  Mgn  she 
"henitated,"  and  said.  "  It  is  Ukesigning  my  death^wamint.  I 
believe  it  will  prove  my  death-warrant."  "The  promises  made 
by  the  president  ^he  tcstilics,  ''were  none  of  them  faltilled." 

lieiiig  only  u  wontun,  und  not  understanding  "  biitiiiei^,''  for 
atl  lier  brilltaut  euceess  in  itcppiog  into  hoi-  husband's  place, 
and  doing  tho  double  work  of  homo-tnakcr  and  bix-ad-winner, 
the  widow  eould  not  restrain  licrecif  from  giving  a  must  un- 
oommorcial  piece  of  lier  mind  to  thoae  who  had  got  pussefision 
of  licr  property  for  a  sura  which  they  would  recover  out  of 
its  proiits  in  two  or  three  yuara.    She  sent  the  following  letter : 

"  NOTcmtwr  11.  J«T«,  BIniwtiir  Harii]!)^ 

"Sir.— IVbcnyouK'timcDt  lie  limeufmirttiirrTkwtbcotbrr  morning. 
alter  imraislng  mr  somucb,  yoiiukl  yotilmil  iiiniply  droppcil  tbt^  Tcmarlu 
you  iMd  for  uiy  tbougbt.  I  can  usure  you  1  Imve  tboUi;bt  niucli  ttod 
tniiK  iM  I  biivc  vraiuil  and  wntcbi-d  daily  to  MW  you  fulfil  tbow  promim. 
tud  tl  is  impuMibld  for  me  lu  tell  you  bow  utterly  uioultliod  I  ani  nl  tbe 

■  Editbit  A,  ASIdant,  October  IS.  tSMi 
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eoune  ynu  htra  pumicd  wiili  mc.  Vfen  it  nnt  fnr  Uk  knovlcdgo  I  fmvo 
tluit  tbcrc  In  ft  Ood  tn  littuvcn,  itnil  that  ynw  will  IiA  cnmpollcil  to  give  an 
nc(x>uDt  for  nil  the  dcctls  done  Uerv,  und  tlicre,  in  llic  prracDcc  o(  my  lint- 

^Imitil.  will  tuTf'tocniifcsiivlK-tlicryoii  1i»vl>  nronged  ineuad  liJa  fuilicrlesii 
Bliildrvn  Of  not— wcr«  ii  not  for  tliia  knowludge  I  could  not  CDdniv  It  f^r  n 
miiincut,  llto  fact  Uiat  a  itiun.  postositd  of  the  miilioiia  tliul  ynu  iltc.  will 
liriiiiit  lu  (k  isken  from  n  widiiw  ft  busloi^a  tliaC  Imd  heva  tliv  Lunl  life 

|W1^rte  ttnd  prido  uf  ltcn>elf  mid  liushuod.  oui?  Hint  wai  |iuj'iiig  llii^  liaiiduMnv 
rsflt  of  BCftflr  tn-unty-nvc  ttit^uantid  d«ll»re  ptr  nonum,  and  gfvc  mf.  in 
miurn  wtint  ■  paltry  turn,  iliut  will  nU  nv-  1cm  lliiin  ibrec  tliou.wod  dollars ; 
Slid  it  is  doMi  in  a  mHiiniT  llua  Kuyo.  'VjXv  Ibiit  or  wv  will  ltusIi  you  out. 
And  nlien,  nn  account  nf  tliv  Mrrvd  uRuiuNutlnut  coniiccl^il  with  Iho  bitfli^ 

,  acns.  and  also  tlic  fniaily  uuinc  it  liciiCH.  I  lOcivl  Hint  I  may  lie  pcnnilli^d  to 
itin  a  alight  IntncAt  (you  linviiig  prombcil  ttiL-  tumc  iit  our  Inti^rview), 
5011  itieii.  in  your  cold,  lieurilESs  mniiDer.  send  me  word  tliut  no  nutKider 
(an  liuld  %  d4vllar'ii  woTlb  of  fttocic  in  Hint  concern.  It  ucintt  Mrnngo  to  ha 
called  an  oiiuickr  Iti  a  buvincM  tlmt  lias  brcii  alnmal  rntircly  our  owa  niul 

LIniilt  iipat  ibc  cmt  it  bM  tooiim:lvc4.  It  ti  itii  jxiolblc  for  11s  to  lind  liin- 
guagc  to  eiprpss  our  pcrfcrl  tndif^iiiitfoii  nt  xiirli  proccnlinp^i;.  H'o  do  not 
enry  you  in  llin  ko&l  whi-u  Ibis  in  mii'lc  knowii  in  «U  jis  dttcil  to  Ibc  pub- 
lic. One  of  your  own  iiuiDticr  odiulls  tbuc  it  is  11  ^rcal  vurnl  wrung,  but 
«ay»  >*  lung  in  you  can  cuvi^r  ilit-  poiiUH  lejniliy  ycu  lliltik  you  am  all  rtgbt. 
I  iloiibt,  rnvMlf,  very  inudi  tbt  ki-alilT  of  nil  tbeae  tliliij^.  But  do  not  for- 
get, my  dear  air.  tbot  God  will  jiid^c  ua  tnornlly.  not  legally,  and  sbould 
tDOtrribim  yourciiiire  moaopoly.  It  will  noi  moku  it  any  easier  (or  you. 
[  •bonld  not  feci  tbal  I  bud  doiic  my  entire  duty  ii&Ims.  before  I  close,  I 
<lr<*)i  H  icntark  for  y»ur  tbouglit^,  In  my  poor  way  I  liuvc  tiicd.  by  my  Ht« 
iDdrx.implc.  wlib  all  tbou'  I  barccouic  In  coutiict  wltli  In  n  buitin«*a  way, 
lu  p«r«(indo  Uiem  to  a  bigbcr,  puf«r.  aud  better  life,  t  think  thi-TO  is  110 
plact)  iti  the  world  lliat  ORt!  lias  aucb  opportuuitlc<  to  work  for  f[ood  or  «vil 
M  In  11  tmslncM  life.  1  cannot  tell  ynu  llic  sorrow  it  Las  caused  mcloltaTe 
one  of  tbose  In  whom  I  hare  hud  tlio  lETcntcsl  bopcilell  mc.wlililn  ilio  la;it 
few  daj's,  tbat  it  WAS  ennugb  to  drini  hoiuit  men  away  from  the  Cbuiuli  uf 
Ood,  wbuD  profcttlng  ChrtiittAcia  da  m  you  liuve  (lon«  by  me." 

In  reply  to  tliis  slio  rcceivod  a  letter  in  wliich  Jier  cliargo 
tUat  her  liiniiiiees  bad  been  tnkon  fraiii  bcr  was  repelled  »3  "a 
most  (jpiecoHfi  wronjj,"  and  "a  great  injustice,"  She  was  re- 
miniled  lli:it  two  j-eara  before  elio  bad  conBultod  willi  (lie 
writer  and  tinolUcr  tiiciiiber  of  t^c  oil  combiaatioa  '*  ax  in  wll> 
ing  oat  yonr  interest,  at  wliich  time  you  were  dceiroua  of  setl- 
ing  at  ntnfiif-crtthly  ha^  price,  and  upon  time,  lliiiii  you  hare 
now  rcceircd  in  caeh,  and  which  salo  yon  would  have  boon 
glad  to  havo  closed  if  von  eonid  liaro  obtained  uitisfactorj 
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security  fortlie  deferred  payments.  As  to  Oie  price  paid  for 
the  property,  it  is  certainly  three  times  greater  timn  the  cost  at 
which  we  could  now  construct  equal  or  better  fuciHtics." 

Tlie  letter  concluded  ^.Tith  an  offer  to  return  the  works  u\>on 
the  i-ctnrn  of  the  money,  or,  if  eiie  preferred,  to  sell  her  one 
hundred,  or  two  hundred,  or  tlircc  liiimlred  sti.ires  of  the  etock 
at  the  price  that  had  Ix'en  paid  her.  These  propositioae  were 
left  open  to  her  for  throe  days. 

The  ''  co$t  of  the  workti ''  is  not  the  standard  of  value  in  ench 
trauMctions.  Six  millions  of  dollar^  acconling  to  a  member 
of  the  cDunnittco  of  Con^oM  wliich  invciiigarcd  the  oil 
irust  in  18SS,  is  the  valno  of  the  "  works "  on  which  tliey  ia- 
Bucd  :?9fi, 000,000  of  stock,  which  eold  in  the  stoeU  market  at 
a  Tahiation  of  $1CO,000,000. 

'  The  offer  to  eclt  bcick  the  refinery  was  like  the  offer  to  let 
her  hare  ears.  To  accept  it  was  to  pass  openly  mid  coii' 
sciotisly  into  slavery.  Two  years  before,  when  the  wiib  weak 
with  grief,  incxpcricnco,  and  tlie  fear  that  eho  niiglit  not 
succeed  in  her  gallant  task  of  paying  her  hii^bnnd's  debts  and 
sav-itii;  tlie  livelihood  of  ihe  ehildiX'n,  she  Iind  thonglit  of  Mill- 
itij;  out  at  a  itacriftce.  Tiiiiy  knew  this  bvcaUHe  she  had  asked 
tlicir  advice,  and  now  cheapened  lier  down  by  reference  to 
tlie  voluution  of  that  nioinont  of  despair.  All  the  life  ener- 
gies of  hervelf  and  her  hnsliand,  the  various  advantiiges  of 
position,  the  benefit  of  their  ploncerehip  eincc  ISGO,  and  of 
baviiijr  estjibliBhed  a  place  in  to  lucrative  a  biisincfes,  all  the 
good  •will  of  cUBloineiv,  all  tlio  elementg  that  conti'ibuteq  to 
llie  ability  to  earn  the  nearly  ?i!5,u00  a  year  she  was  iiialcmg, 
were  brushed  out  of  the  bargain  by  the  more  asKcrtion  of  a 
figure  at  which  it  whs  alleged  betler  woriis  could  be  built. 
By  the  time  the  offer  was  made  she  had.  moix-over,  put  tlio 
cum  tlie  had  received  into  such  invcsttnciiU,  eho  told  tho 
cenrt,  as  eho  had  been  able  to  find,  and  the  money  to  accept 
tlie  offer  was  no  lontjcr  in  her  handa.  Indignant  with  th 
thonghtR,  and  the  maiiKicred  troop  of  hupfs  and  aniliitions  that 
her  Uravc  heart  liad  given  liirih  li>,  slic  threw  tho  letter  into 
tlie  Sre,  where  it  curled  up  into  flainos  like  those  from  which 
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a  Dives  once  beg^^  for  a  drop  of  water.     She  never  reap- 
peared in  the  world  of  bnsincsB,  where  she  had  found  no  chiv- 
alry to  help  a  woman  save  her  home,  her  husband's  life-work, 
and  her  children.  [  But  when  the  men  who  had  divided  her 
property  among  them  invoked  the  assistance  of  the  law  to 
complete  the  "equalization"  told  of  in  the  previons  chapter, 
she  went  into  conrt  and  told  her  story  to  save  her  friends  from 
ruin. :    Tliere,  under  the  gathering  dust  of  years,  this  incident 
has  remained  buried  in  the  document-room  of  the  Court  at 
CommoQ  Pleas  of  Cuyahoga  County,  until  now  brought  fortl 
to  g^ve  the  people  a  glimpse  into  what  the  real  things  an 
which  our  professors  of  market  philosophy  cover  with  theii 
glittering  generalities  about  the  cost  of  production  and  tlij 
survival  of  the  fittest. 


CHAPTER  Tin 

T[i!3iE  has  never  been  any  real  break  in  the  plana  revealed^ 
"partly  bora,"  "and  hnriod"  iii  1872.  From  tlien  till  now, 
in  1893.  every  fact  that  lins  come  to  the  earfaoo  Las  shown  i 
them  in  fnll  career.  If  they  weru  buried,  it  was  as  eeed  ia — 
for  n  turgor  crap  of  the  eanic  thing. 

Tlio  people  lijid  made  ]»eaee,  in  1872,  on  tlio  pledge  of  "per- 
fect etj^uality"  on  the  higluvjiy*.  Ilnrdly  had  tbey  got  h:i<!k 
to  their  work  when  they  began  to  feci  the  pinch  of  privibgo 
ngahi.  TUe  Pcnuaytvauiu  ri>ad  alone  ie  ereditcJ  witli  »iiy 
iitteuipt  to  keep  faith,  and  that  only  "  for  tunic  inutitlis.'* 
**Gradrally,"  at  a  committee  of  tlie  people  wrote  to  the  nmn- 
iigcr«  of  tbo  PtfriiBvlvaiiin  Railroad,  "  tbfl  jmntoiia  ronstitnring 
the  South  Improvement  Company  were  placed  by  the  romds  in 
as  favorable  a  position  as  to  nitca  and  faci]itii;ti  as  liiid  been 
etipnlnted  in  tlic  original  contract  with  that  cotiipany.'* ' 

A»  liooii  aa  pipe  litiue  were  proved  practieablu  tUey  wera 
biiilt  flfi  rapidly  as  pipes  and  men  to  pnl  thcin  in  tlio  ground 
conid  be  bad,  bnt  there  was  foiiic  liibficnnt  by  widch  tli«y 
kept  coiiGtantty  8li|>ping  inlo  bankrnpLcy. 

They  were  "frozen  out,"  as  one  of  their  huildereeaid,  "ailin* 
raer  an  wi-ll  a*  winter." 

rty  1874,  twenty  pipe  lines  had  been  laid  in  the  oil  country. 
Eighty  per  ccQt.  of  thein  died  oS  in  that  and  the  following 
year.'  The  mere  pipes  did  not  die,  they  arc  there  yet ;  but 
tbe  ownership  of  the  many  who  had  built  tlicm  died. 

There  were  eonaervattves  in  the  liold  to  whom  competition 

■IVatinODj,  Sv  York  Aurmblr  "  aepbuni "  IbfMwt,  1ST»,  f.  lltS. 
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was  AB  clista«tcful  as  to  titc  eocialmts.  To  '*ovcrcoino  such 
compotiiion,''  and  to  iiwnrc  tlicm  *'a  full  and  regular"  and 
"rernttueralivc  bQsiiic^s"  in  pipe  lines),  in  the  l3iigii«t;(3  of  the 
South  Improvcnnont  Company  contract,  nil  timt  vas  tieoulcd 
Was  to  put  into  operation  the  iiiiicliinery  of  tli.it  contract 
which  no  longer  existed — in  name.  Tlie  decease  of  tiie  name 
was  not  an  insuperable  obstacle. 

In  exact  repi-odoction  of  tlie  plan  of  1872,  tlin  railroada,  in 
October,  1S74,  advanced  rates  to  the  general  ruin,  bnt  to  the 
p<K>l  of  linea  owned  by  llioirold  friends  of  the  Sontli  Iniprovo- 
moDt  Comjmny  they  p[iiU  back  a  lar^o  reba[L>.  That  those 
who  had  such  a  railroad  Lord  Bnnntiful  to  till  timir  pockets 
shoold  grow  rich  fast  wm  a  inaitcr  of  course.' 

<Tctt!ng  thin  rtrftind  they  got  all  the  bu6iiic!«s.  Oil,  like 
otlier  things  followts  the  line  of  least  rc^istauec,  and  will  not 
flow  Ihrougli  pipca  ivliere  it  has  to  piiy  wlicn  it  can  nin  free 
and  get  «onic(hiiig  to  hoot.  Nobody  could  afford  to  buy  oil 
exoopt  tlioeo  who  were  in  thi«  deal.  They  could  go  into  tlio 
market,  and  out  of  these  boiinscti  could  bid  higher  th.in  any 
one  else.  Tiiey  "coidd  overbiiJ  in  the  producing  regions,  and 
andereell  in  tlio  markcte  of  iho  worhl."  ' 

This  was  not  alt.  In  the  ciranlar  wliicli  announced  the 
l>onnty  to  Hio  pot  pipes  there  wue  anotlier  sui-prise.  It 
sliowed  tliat  the  roads  lind  iigrced  to  carry  crude  oil  to  their 
friettde'  i-efioories  at  rittshiirg  and  Ctevoland  without  charge 
from  the  wells,  and  to  chjirge  them  no  iiioru  for  carrying 
back  refined  oil  to  the  aeaboard  for  export  than  was  charged 
to  rcfincriee  next  door  to  the  wells  and  hnndrcds  of  raiica 
noror  the  market.  "Outside"  retinere  who  hiid  put  them- 
ficlvet  Dcar  the  wells  and  the  seaboard  were  to  be  denied  the 
benefit  of  their  bnsiiiesB  sagacity.  The  Cleveland  rcfinore, 
vhofio  location  wsm  supurior  only  for  tlio  Western  trade,  were 
to  be  forced  into  a  iiosition  of  uiinatnral  et^unlity  in  tlio  for 
eign  trade.  In  short,,  itho  railroads  undertonk  to  pay,  instead 
of  Iieing  paid,  for  what  tiicy  cnrriod  for  tlieoe  friends,  aad 


'  RutWT  drcoUr,  TnuU,  C»iijr««.  1 988.  p.  *M. 
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forco  tbein  into  an  equality  witli  raannfaeturera  wLo  Iiad 
buildcd  better  than  tlicv.  — 

Evidently  they  w]io  liad  contrive^]  all  this  liad  their  de- 
spondent moments,  when  they  feai-cd  tlint;  ii«  full  l>cncfiocQce 
TFOnId  not  i;c  understood  bj  n  public  unfamiliar  ^vith  the 
"science  of  tmnaportation.'' 

To  tliP  new  niles  was  attached  an  cxpInnatioTi  which  asserted 
the  rigtit  of  the  railroads  to  prerent  persons  »nd  localities 
from  enjoying  the  advantage  of  any  facility  they  may  po8«ees, 
DO  matter  how  '*  real." 

^*  You  will  observe  that  under  this  ayetem  the  rate  ia  even 
and  fair  to  all  parties,  preventinf;  one  loc^iiity  taking  advaa- 
tage  of  ita  ncijfhbor  by  reason  of  some  alleged  or  real  fdcilttj 
it  may  poftSCfia." ' 

Meanu-hile  good  society  was  ahuddering  at  ita  reformers, 
and  declaring  that  they  meant  tostop  competition  and  "divide 
up  property." 

'^'  Do  yon  do  that  in  any  business  except  oil  T'  the  most  dia* 
tingniahed  railroad  wan  of  that  day  was  asked.  '*  Do  you 
carry  a  raw  product  to  a  place  150  milea  distant  and  baclr 
again  to  another  {Xiint  like  that  withoui  charge,  m  us  to  pnL 
them  on  nn  equality  f" 

To  which  he  replied — it  was  lie  who  could  not  remember 
that  he  had  ever  seen  the  South  Improvement  Company  con' 
tract  bo  signed  in  If?T3— "I  don't  know.'" 

"Could  any  more  flagi-ant  violation  of  every  prindplo  of 
railroed  economy  and  natural  juetico  be  imagined  than  thia'l" 
the  report  of  the  Now  York  Legislntnre  ask*.' 

An  ox[)crt  introduced  by  the  railroade  defended  this  ar- 
rangement. He  insisted  that  all  pipe  lines  had  a  chance  lo 
enter  Ihc  pool  and  get  the  same  refund/  Hut  a  witness  from 
the  pipe-lino  oountrj-.  who  was  brought  to  ?»ow  York  to  testify 
to  the  relations  of  the  railroads  and  the  oil  combination,  let 
oat  the  trutli. 


■RuUar  CtrcaUr.  Tn»l»,  CDn|;reM,  188S,  p.  SM. 
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"Why  diiln't  tlio/  go  into  tlic  pool?"  ho  was  asked,  iu 
rcfcivneo  to  one  of  the  most  iinjiortaat  pipe  lines. 

"  Bccauee  they  were  not  allowpd  rn.  Tliey  wanted  to  freeze 
them  out.    They  were  shut  out  f  lom  the  market  prnctieally,"  ' 

For  these  enterprises,  ns  they  failed  one  after  the  oilier, 
there  was  but  one  buyer — the  group  of  gentlemen  who  c»Ued 
themselves  the  Sontli  Improrement  Company  iti  1872.  but  now 
in  the  lield  of  pipe-line  activity  had  t»ken  tlitj  name  of  United 
Pipe  Line,  since  known  s6  the  National  Transit  Company, 
and  tlien  and  now  a  pai't  of  the  oil  tru^t. 

*'The  United  Pipe  Lino  bought  up  I  he  pipes  as  tliuy  lieeiime 
ban  krnpt  one  after  another,"  testified  tliQ^aiuc  friendly  wilnoss.'' 

Then  cnine  agreat  railroad  war  in  1S77.  A  ficrcconKhuij^ht  was 
mode  on  the  Pcnimylvtiiua  Railniad  by  all  the  other  trunk  lines. 

In  this  affair,  as  in  all  dynastic  wars,  the  public  knew  really 
noUiing  about  whit  was  bcinj;  done  or  why.  Tho  nowfipnpcra 
were  filled  with  the  emokc  of  the  battles  of  tho  railroml  kings; 
bnt  the  newspapers  did  not  tell,  for  they  did  not  then  know, 
that  the  railroads  were  bnt  tools  of  conquest  in  the  hands  of 
greater  men. 

The  cause  of  (he  trouble  was  that  the  managers  of  the 
PenneyWania  Railroad  had  begun  to  reach  out  for  the  control 
of  the  oil  trade^  TLcy  bnd  joined  in  the  agreement  in  1>S72 
to  giro  it  to  the  oil  combination,  but  now  tliey  wanted  it  for 
themselves.  Through  a  uiietletoo  corporation  —  tho  Empire 
Transportation  Company  —  tliey  set  to  work  building  up  a 
great  business  in  oil  cara,  pipe  lines,  refineries, 

"We  like  competition;  we  like  our  competitors;  we  are 
neigliliors  and  friends,  nnd  have  been  all  these  years,"  tho 
preeident  of  the  oil  trust  testified  to  the  ^'ew  York  Logi«- 
latnro,'  bnt  he  eerred  notice  upon  this  competitor  to  alandoa 
tbe  field.'  IIo  and  his  a^eoeiatee  determined  to  do  more  tlinn 
compel  the  great  railroad  to  cease  its  com  petition.      They 


■Tatidunj-,  S«w  Vorlc  AwPiubk."  Htiilmrn"  Report,  1879,  pp  2702-B3, 
■Sumo,  p.  21911.  ■TpnUnmnr,  TniiU,  Kow  York  Senate,  USS,  p.  44&. 

'Tntlmonf,  Cammonwcalth  of  PciiDsylnnla  m.  Peniu/lruila  Rftllroai  rf  d/, 
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determCned  to  poBsess  themsel  ves  of  it»  entire  oil  ontfit,  thongii 
It  wu  t]ic  greatest  L-orporation  then  in  America.  Thie,  tlie 
boldest  stroke  yet  attempted,  could  be  doiio  ouly  wJtli  the 
help  o£  the  other  trunk  Hues,  and  tbat  was  got. 

Tlic  ruling  officials  of  tlie  New  York  Central,  tbe  Eric,  tbo 
Ealtitiioro  and  Ohio,  tlie  T-eiiigb  Valley,  tbo  Reading,  tbo  At- 
laiilie  and  Great  "Western,  llie  Lalce  Sliore  railroiid*,  and  their 
connections,  were  made  to  believe,  or  pretended  to  bcliere;, 
tliat  it  was  their  dnty  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  I*ennayU 
vania  Railroad  to  force  it  to  snrrendcr."  "A  demand,"  eays 
tbo  New  York  Legieiative  Committee  of  ISTD.  "wliicb  they" 
-^tbe  railroads— '•  joined  lianda  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany and  proceeded  tn  enforce  by  a  n-ar  of  rates,  which  termi- 
natod  sueccBsfully  in  October  of  ilnit  yuar ''  (IS~7|.' 

The  war  was  very  billcr.  Oil  wna  carried  at  eight  cent*  a 
barrel  less  than  noUiing  by  the  Pennsylvania.*  How  low  the 
rates  were  made  by  the  railroads  on  tlio  otiicr  side  is  not 
known.  Tlio  PennRytvania  was  tho  fii-fit  to  sue  for  peace. 
Twice  its  rice-preeidcnt  "'went  to  Canossa,"  which  was  CIcto. 
lan-l.  It  got  peace  and  absolution  only  by  selling  its  rctiiicrie« 
and  pipe  linea  and  mortgaging  its  oil-ears  to  the  oil  combi- 
nation. It  '*  W3S  left  without  the  control  of  a.  foot  of  pipe 
line  to  gather,  a  tank  to  receive,  or  a  still  to  refine  a  barrel  of 
petroleum,  and  without  the  ability  to  secure  tlic  trailsporla- 
tion  of  one,  except  at  the  will  of  men  wliu  live  and  whose  in- 
terests lie  in  Ohio  and  ^ew  York."  * 

It  was  only  eevcn  years  since  the  bnyere  bad  organized  with 
a  capitjil  of  §1,000,000.  Now  they  xrcre  able  to  givo  their 
check  for  over  l>3,oOO,iX"i  for  tliiH  one  purchase.  '•  I  was  snr- 
prised,"  ftaid  Mr.  Vamlcrbilt  to  the  New  York  Legislative 
Committee  of  ISTS.  Bpcnking  of  this  transaction,  "at  the 
Biuount  of  roady  cash  they  wore  able  to  provide."    They 

'  Teiii[nc«*  of  A.  J.  OuMtl.  Coniinnnwcniib  of  FcimiylTuiU  m.  PoDnijlrnnia 
IUi1ro*il <r  df.,  ISTV,  ff.  tM,  MS.  A7I. 

*  Htw  Yuik  ANciiiblj  "  Dcplfurii "  Ri'ivort,  1 879,  p.  ii. 
'TtMiiimoii;,  CommcoiKtahli  ol  IVnnsUTniiU,  ttc,  16TV,  p.  OSS. 

*  .Appwl  to  ilie  Ki«cntlT«  of  l'<.>nDBv1vaiiia,  Tnuta,  CoognM,  ItSt,  p.  Si*. 
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d,  in  addition  to  the  valuHblu  piiw  lines,  oil  cars,  and 
>  refiaeries  in  New  Vork  and  Pcnnsjlvitnia,  the  more  viiluable 
pledge  given  by  tlia  Ponnttylvnniii  Kailroad  tliat  it  wonid 
neT«r  again  enter  tho  ticld  of  competition  iu  rctiiiing,  and 
«Uo  a  contract  gi^inj^  tlio  oil  conibinalion  onc-tcntli  of  all  the 
oil  frcightfl  received  by  the  Ponne_)'[vanin  Railrond,  whether 
flTjui  tlie  combination  or  its  competitor — an  arran^emont  it 
BQCoeeded  in  making  as  well  vrith  the  New  York  Central,  Lake 
Shore,  and  other  railroads.' 

One  oi  tlic  carlicdt  members  of  tlie  oil  combination  was 
prcseiit  at  the  meeting  to  consummate  this  purchoec.  Some- 
thing over  $3,000,000  of  his  and  liis  aasociates'  cash  changed 
hands.  The  meeting  wiis  jmportnnt  enongh  to  cominanil  the 
presence  of  s  brigade  of  lawyers  fm-  the  great  eorpornlions, 
and  of  the  president,  vice-president,  and  eeveral  directore  of 
the  Pennsylvuniii  Kaiiroad,  mid,  representing  the  Poor  Man's 
Light,  the  vice-president,  tlic  secretary,  and  live  of  the  lead- 
iog  members  of  tlio  combination,  besides  Jiimself.' 

Ktit  when  asked  in  conn  nbout  it  lie  could  not  remember 
any  eucli  meeting.  Finally,  lie  raealled  "  being  at  a  meeting," 
bnt  ho  could  not  remember  wln-ii  it  was,  or  who  was  there,  or 
what  it  was  for.  or  whether  any  nmiiL-y  was  paid.' 

Three  years  later  this  transaetion  having  been  quoted  against 
the  combination  in  u  way  likely  to  nITuct  the  ilecision  of  a  cario 
in  court/  the  trcmiircr  donivd  it  likewise.  "It  is  not  true  as 
statcnl ....  directly  or  indirectly. ...''' 

Eight  year*  later,  when  the  exigoneioa  of  this  suit  of  1880, 
in  Cleveland,  had  passed  away,  and  a  new  exigency  dcmandotl 
a  *^t%viged  version/*  tlie  seci-etary  of  the  combination  told 
CongreSR  that  it  was  true.' 

"  Tlie  pteapnree  of  memory"  ai-e  evidently  for  poets,  not  for 
each  millionaires.  That  appears  t«  be  tho  only  indiilgeuoe 
tbey  cannot  affoi-d. 

■  TB^mony,  CoDimoiiwciLlih  at  I'cnntjl  t-niiiu  w,  PenniirUanla  Railroxl  it  at., 
1*79.  p.  MS.  »S«me,p,  «7a.  » S;imc.  p.  48i>.  *goofli.  ti. 

*  Sumlard  Oil  Ooiupaiir  m-  W.  C.  Eculidil  n  a!.  jtOtdittit  of  llic  trtinsurcr  tt 
ibBEutidtrd.  *Tc9Uuioii;.Tfu»U,  Congress,  1688,  pp  "l-TS. 
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Tlic  unanagere  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  road  went  back  witli  tlteN 
zeal  of  backsliders  reconverted  to  their  yoke  in  tlie  sorviee  of  I 
tlie  men  who  had  pvcn  tliom  this  torritic  ■wliipping.  Tbey 
sent  word  to  the  independent  rclinei's,  wlioin  tliey  had  se- 
cured as  «hippois  !)}•  the  pledge  of  1372  of  eqnal  troiitiiient, 
tlut  equal  rates  and  fjiciliticd  cuuid  be  given  no  lorifjur.  "^iie 
prwluccrs  and  refiiiera  did  not  sit  down  dumb  tinder  tlie'dealU 
sentence.  They  begged  for  audience  of  their  masters,  niasteiB 
of  them  because  nusters  of  tlie  highway. 

The  third  vice-president,  the  official  in  char^  of  the 
freight  business,  was  sent  to  meet  tliein. 

"As  yon  know,"  tliey  began  by  reminding  htm,  "wo  bare 
been  for  the  past  year  the  largest  shippers  of  petroleum  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  lias  had.'' 

lie  avknowlcd^'d  it. 

*' Shalt  vtc,  after  the  1st  of  May,  have  as  low  a  rate  of 
freijfht  as  anybody  else  V  they  then  asked. 

"No,"'  lie  said;  "after  the  1st  of  May  we  shall  give  the 
/Standard  Oil  Company  lower  rates  than  to  you.'' 

"IIow  much  diecrtmi nation  will  we  have  to  submit  tot" 
the  poor  "outsiders"  asked. 

*'  I  decline  to  tell  you,"  was  the  reply. 

*'  lIow  much  busineea  must  wo  bring  your  road  to  got  as 
good  rates  as  the  combination  i"  they  then  asked,  and  again — 

"  I  decline  to  lell  you,"  was  the  only  answer  they  got. 

"  If  we  will  ship  as  much,  will  yon  give  us  as  low  freight 
rates r 

"  No." 

*'  We  have  been  shipping  over  the  PeDosylvanm  Railroad  a 
year,*'  Uiey  persisted,  "  why  can  we  not  continue?" 

*•  It  would  make  thom  mad ;  thoy  are  the  only  people  who 
can  make  peace  between  the  railroads." 

"  I  tlitnk,*'  said  he,  "you  ought  to  fix  it  up  with  them.  1 
am  going  over  there  this  afternoon  to  talk  with  those  i>eop1e 
about  this  matter,  aud,^'  he  continued, "  you  will  all  he  happy, 
and  everything  will  work  along  very  smoothly ." 

"We  gave  hitn  very  distiactly  to  understand  that  we  did 
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not  propose  to  enter  into  an^  'fix  up'  where  we  would  lose 
our  identic,  or  eell  out,  or  be  tmder  anjrbody  else's  tlmmb; 
are  wilting  to  pay  a8  liigli  a  rate  of  fi-eiglit  a&  anybody,  and 
re  w&nt  it  as  low  us  anybody  has  it,"  tbey  told  liiin. 

Bot  tlie  reply  to  all  of  it  was,  "  You  cannot  Itavo  tlie  same 
Ite  of  fi-eiglit." 

As  tlie  miignatE!  of  the  milroiid  socined  to  be  determiiied  not 
to  permit  them  to  move  to  market  nioiig  his  rails,  oiie  o£  the 
iDdo[)cndentA  referred  to  a  plan  for  a  new  pipe  line  then  un- 
der wiiisidcration  by  them.  theEquital3ie,a8per!iapsp«tnii8ing 
them  the  relief  he  rofiieed. 

"Lay  all  tijo  pipe  lines  yon  like,"  the  vico-preeident  w- 
torted,  with  feeling,  •■  and  wo  will  buy  them  np  for  old  iron." 

The  independents  appealed  from  the  third  vice- president  to 
the  president ;  tliey  had  to  hcg  repeatedly  for  a  lieariiig  be- 
fore they  got  it.  They  came  togetlier  iti  iho  June  following, 
(the  indcpcii dentfi  coming  on  from  New  York  for  the  purpoee. 
piace  their  interview  with  the  tliird  rice-president  rutes  had 
been  advanced  upon  them,  and  not  only  that,  but  when  they 
had  oil  ready  to  slap  at  thoflo  high  freiglit  rates,  the  ruilroaj 
oil  one  pi'etext  or  another  refnsed  them  4;ai'is.  '  One  of  lliem 
bad  contracts  to  deliver  oil  from  his  reiinery  in  New  York  tg 
go  abroad.  When  lie  ordcreil  tlic  cars  that  were  needed  to 
take  the  crade  oil  to  New  York  to  bo  ratinctl  they  were  rc- 
fiucd  htm.  The  ehips  Kiy  idle  at  tLo  dock^  charging  hint 
heavy  damages  for  every  day  of  delay;  at  the  wcllfl  his  oil  was 
running  on  the  gnmnd. 

'*  You  bad  beiier  go  and  arrange  with  tlie  Standard  Oil 
Company;  I  don't  want  to  get  into  any  trouble  with  them," 
tbe  president  said.  "  If  yoii  are  business  men.  you  will  make 
an  arrangcriient  with  litem.  1  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  bring 
it  about." 

"  We  will  never  take  our  freight  ratea  from  them,"  they  re- 
pIio<l;  '*wc  arc  not  willing  to  enter  into  wiy  .Kuch  nrrniige- 
ment." 

"Why  don't  yoa  go  to  the  other  roads  t"  the  preeldent  a&ked 
bis  supjiliunls. 
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"  Wo  Imve  done  so.  It's  of  no  iiec.  On  the  New  York 
Central  the  care  are  owned  by  the  combination,  jirnl  iho  Erie 
is  in  a  like  poeitioH.  We  have  been  ahippera  on  tbo  Penu- 
sflraiiia  Kailroad  a  loRj;,  long  while,  an<l  j*on  ouf^ht  to  take 
care  of  hb  ami  f^ive  us  all  the  cars  wo  nocd.  Wo  are  suffering 
rery  greatly  fur  the  want  of  them.  Can  we  have  the  name 
rale  that  other  shippers  get?" 

"No." 

"  If  wc  ship  the  SAiue  amount  of  oil  I" 

"No." 

"If  you  have  not  cars  enough,  will  you,  if  we  liiiild  care, 
liaul  them  V 
'[  ^ /*  "Nol    You  will  nothnvc  any  peace  or  prosperity,"  coiitiinied 
the  president,  "niiltl  you  make  terms  with  tlie  comhiiiatioti.*' 

Liko  tho  third  vice-president  liu  ofTetcd  to  intercede  with 
them  to  get  traaeportntion  over  iiis  own  road  for  his  own  cub- 
tomorp.     Like  men  they  refiisod  the  otlei". 

"  Wo  wore,  of  conreo,  very  iiidiiinant,"  one  of  thoni  said,  in 
relating  this  experience  in  court.' 

A  little  later  a  ricli  and  expert  refiner,  wlio  had  sold  out  Jn 
18"*J,  made  up  hie  mind  to  try  again.  The  I'enngylvanitt  road 
Itad  a  new  pi-ceideut  by  this  time,  but  the  old  "do"  was  still 
in  force. 

"When  I  was  compelled  to  succumb  I  thought  it  was  only 
tent purarily,  that  tho  lime  would  come  when  I  could  go  into 
the  businesK  I  was  devoted  to.  I  was  in  love  with  the  buKtnces. 
1  took  a  run  across  the  water;  1  wan  tin;d  and  di»coHraged 
and  used  up  in  l8iSJ,  and  wa;^  ^)uc  three  or  four  months.  I 
came  back  ready  for  work,  ouU  had  the  plan,  ejicciiicatious  and 
estimated  made  for  n  rctiuery  tliat  woidd  handle  ten  thousand 
barrels  of  oil  in  a  day.  I  selected  a  site  near  three  raiironds 
and  a  rlN'cr;  1  would  have  ^pvnt  about  five  hundred  thousand 


■  For  Ut»  full  raportaf  (bam  renuikilikiuienicn-titltli  tlie  I'miJom  anilTliW 
V^<«e'Pr«*iiJpni  of  lUo  Pfriinfjlvania  Railranil  ■<«  Tciilmonr,  lJir<i ligation  l'«iin«v|. 
mnU  Stvtvurr  »(  Internal  Affaire,  )8"8.  PP-  ■*'  **  •*?■.  W  ft  m^.;  TcBtitnony, 
OKBOiuni'calili  of  Pennf^lt-ftnla  n,  rennirl^iuiui  B«itraad  M  qI.,  ISTV,  fp.  lOOd 
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doDare,  and  probably  a  coapic  of  liiinc]ri;J  tlioiisarid  more.  I 
believed  (Uc  time  bad  arrirud  wben  llic  Peiitisjlvaiiiii  Railroad 
■wonid  see  tbeir  time  interest  ns  conimon  carriers,  aud  tiie  interest 
of  tbeir  fitookholdcra,  and  the  bnsinc-ss  interest  of  tlic  City  of 
PliiUdtOphia.  I  Called  on  the  PruRiiIeiit  of  tlic  Pennsylvania 
UailriMid;  I  laid  the  plans  before  him,  and  told  liiiii  I  waiilod 
tu  build  a  ix-fincry  of  trii  tliousam!  barrels"  capacity  a  day.  I 
was  almost  on  my  knees  hc-ggiiig  liim  to  allow  me  to  da  that. 

"*  What  is  it  you  want '.'  Iio  fiiiiij. 

*?*  Simply  to  bo  put  upon  iinetjiiality  with  everybody  else — 
BJally  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  J  want  you  to  n^roe 
r!th  mo  t]iat  you  will  j^ivc  me  trunsportatioti  of  crude  oil  &3 
low  as  you  give  it  to  anybody  else  for  tun  yeare,  and  then  I 
will  give  you  a  writteu  assurance  that  1  will  do  tins  refining 
of  ten  thousand  barn-'ls  of  oil  a  day  for  ten  yeare.  Is  not  that 
■n  lioiii'Bt  poaition  for  ii»  to  bo  in  i  I  as  a  mauufacturer,  you 
the  president  of  a  railroad.' 

"*  I  cannot  go  into  any  such  ajrreeiiieriL' 

**  I  saw  the  tliinl  vice-president.  lie  said,  in  Iiie  fr.ink  way, 
*That  is  not  practicable,  and  you  know  llic  reason  why.'  "  ' 

After  their  inter\'iEWs  witli  tlic  Prrhidtmt  and  Vicc-Preeident 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  tiiciio  ontsidci-s  went  to  the  ofH- 
ciaU  of  ibo  other  roade,  only  to  livnr  tlio  same  "  No!'*  from  all.' 

At  one  time,  to  get  oil  (o  carry  out  thoir  contracts  and  lill 
tbe  vcMcls  which  were  wailing  at  the  docks  and  cliarging  tliem 
damaj;ea  for  the  delay,  tliese  refiners  lelcgraplied  to  the  oil  re- 
gions  oHeriiig  tlie  producers  there  ten  centm  above  the  market 
priw!  if  ihey  cohIcI  get  oil  to  tlicm  over  any  of  tlie  road*  to 
Kew  York.  Tiiey  answered  thoy  could  not  get  tlie  cars,  aud 
none  of  them  accepted  the  oiler.* 

All  the  roads— aa  in  1872 — were  in  league  to  ''overcome" 
them. 

)  TeailniAn;,  TnulB,  OanercM,  18B8,  |>[i.  Iii-t9. 

*T«nlflKnr,  Ini-MtiK'tluii,  rcnnsjlmiiia  Soi-reurjr  uf  latcrnal  Affairs,  ISTS, 
p.  40,  S8 ;  TcBtimonr,  X'pw  V'tric  A«umlily  "  ll<.-]iburii "  Riiport,  1S70,  pp.  710, 
48-A6i  KxliIliiU,  M«n<.-,  p.  I'lt ;  Totitnoii^v,  CuoniKFiifaiUli  of  Pnciiisjlriuin  m. 
~F*ntwTlriQui  lUilrooO  ti  a/..  WW  p.  iM. 

■TtMiBuiiT,  .Vetr  Vurk  JUsemlily  "  Uepbiini "  Report,  p.  "ili. 
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Tliu»,  at  a  time  wltcn  the  entire  movement  of  oil  was  at  the 
rate  of  only  2r),Ono«t  80,000  barrels  a  day,  and  tlie  n.:uls  liad 
Cars  cuoiigli  to  move  GO.OOO  barrels  a  diiy,  these  iiidejK-ndfnt 
rcfiacre  fo«n<I  thcm»eU-cs  slint  completely  off  from  the  high- 
way.' The  PennBylvanift  Rmlroad,  the  New  York  Central, 
the  Ene,  and  their  branches  and  conneetions  in  and  out  of 
the  oil  regione,  east  and  west,  were  as  entirely  closed  to  them 
as  if  a  furci>;n  enemy  had  seized  the  country  and  laid  an  em- 
hai'go  on  their  husiness — which  wao,  indeed,  jii^t  what  had 
happened.  The  only  difference  between  tliat  kind  of  Invnston 
and  what  had  really  come  was.  tliat  "  the  dear  people,"  as  the 
president  of  the  trust  called  them,'  would  huvo  known  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  nn  enemy  if  he  had  come  beating  his 
drams  lond  enongh,  and  tiring  off  his  two-thoiisand  pounders 
often  enough,  and  pricking  them  deep  enough  witli  Inn  Iwiy- 
onets;  but  their  wits  are  not  yet  up  to  knowing  him  when  ho 
comes  among  them  dipgnised  as  an  American  ciliscn,  although 
they  seo  |>roporty  destroyed  and  life  lo^C  and  liberty  thrown 
wherever  he  moveti. 

^  Tliero  was  (>noiigh  virtne  in  Pennsylvania  to  hogtn  a  aait  in 
tlie  n&uic  of  the  State  agahiMt  the  men  who  wcra  lifting  its 
fmtichiticii  fur  such  purposes,  tliongh  there  was  not  enough  to 
push  it  to  a  deetision.  The  Third  VicoPrcsldeTitof  the  I'enn* 
eyivania  Kuilrond,  wlicn  L-xaminod  nn  a  witness  in  this  suit, 
confirmed  Ihciv  statements  about  the  interviews  with  himself 
and  the  provident  of  the  road  in  every  particniar  about  which 
he  was  questioned.  _ 

"  We  stated  to  the  outside  reQners  that  we  would  make 
louver  rates  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company  than  they  got; 
wo  declined  to  allow  tbeni  to  put  cars  of  tlieir  own  on  the 
road."* 

His  evidence  fills  eeventy-ftix  imgcs,  closely  pnntod,  in  the 
repoi-t  of  testimony.     It  was  clear,  full,  and  candid;  remark- 

1  TMUlmoay,  New  York  Aiiintnlil;  ■*  lI«]ibBn) "  Rnparl,  ISTtt,  p.  "iitx. 

*T««inMijp,  TruAb,  Sew  Vwrk  S«ii*lo.  JSM,  ji-  445. 

*  Totimon;,  Coromoaircallli  of  PcaiujlrkBia  m.  PtouiaytTuilK  RaHroad  d  at., 

\vn.  pp.  *;»-]». 
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ly  £o,  considcriu^  that  it  supplied  officially  from  the  com- 
pany's own  records  the  facte,  ilyiii  by  itom,  wlncli  proved  that 
thu  tiiatia^eriieiitof  llic  Puniiaylvania  ICailmad  Iind  violalisd  the 
Constilntion  of  Pen iisy Ivan ia  and  the  (!oininon  law,  and  lind 
tikeit  umriy  milliuns  of  dollarit  from  the  people  and  from  the 
OOrponitioD  which  employed  them,  and  secretly,  and  for  no 
oonsidoralion,  had  gi%'cn  tlinni  to  i>ti-ni)gRiT). 
;  This  tvctiiuony  is  £o  important  that  it  wns  rcprintc<l  »nl> 
stuitinllj  in  fidl  both  by  the  ''Ucpburn"  coiiiuilttoc  of  the 
Mew  York  LcgUlaturc  in  lS7d '  and  the  Trust  Inveetij^tiug 
Conimitteo  of  Congress  in  L88S.'  As  inetancee,  it  elion'od 
tbst  in  oiiQ  case  where  the  rate  to  the  public  \\a&  $1.LS,  this 
favored  shipper  was  charged  oidy  3S  cents.  In  anollier  caae 
tbe  trade  generally  had  to  pay  $1.40  a  barrel  on  crudo  petro- 
leum, hnt  tlie  oil  combination  p;iid  t>t^  uenta. 

**Aiid  then  the  rctiiicd  rate  wae  SO  centflP 

-80  wnle  net  to  the  Standard." 

*' And  to  all  others  T 

"  Bnt  there  were  no  other  outBide  ebippera,"  he  pleaded— 
how  could  there  be  i 

There  was  utily  one  iuiporlant  member  in  PeiinsylraTiia  of 
tbe  oil  combination  who  conld  be  caught,  with  a  6ui>pfuua. 
At  liis  tirst  appearance  in  court,  oii  the  witness  stand,  he  took 
lofty  groimd. 

•*  I  decline  to  an»wer.''  * 

Pnt  on  the  stand  aL'ain,  be  was  asked  : 

""Were  yon  allowed  a  rebate  amounting  to  6+4  cents  per 
barrel!*' 

"  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge."  * 

Pnt  on  the  thini  timo  and  compelled  to  produce  liia  book*, 
be  liad  to  read  aloud  in  court  the  entries  ehowing  the  pnymont 
he  had  thns  demijd  under  oath. 

"Tliopo  was  a  total  allowance  of  OiJ  cents  per  barrel." ' 

■  Ethibiif,  pp.  48S-.5U.  *  TMtimoQ7,  pp.  I74-S07. 

Tratiiiwair,  CuoiiDonvealtU  of  pL-nnsTlvMiiii  lu.  r<nntiylTaaib  ItailnmJ  ti  al., 
I(t7»,  p.  II-  *  Satne,  p.  352.  >  aame,  p.  &1Dl 


Aad  then  lio  shut  up  ngain — but  too  late  ;  and  to  nil  otlier 
questions  ul>out  liU  rebates  suitl,  gloointlv,  "■  I  dccliiiu  to  iin- 
8»-er." 

M'hen  the  prosUIetit  of  tlic  oil  tniBt  wfts  Jiskefl  nftciwards 
by  the  Xew  York  LcgisIatin'C  if  eomo  company  or  companiea 
embrnccd  n-ithin  it  hud  not  enjoyod  from  railroads  moro 
favorable  frci^lit  rates  tliai)  outside  rotincrioy,  lio  rapUud  : 

"  I  do  not  recall  anytbiiig  of  that  kind." 

**Yoa  have  Iieard  of  bucU  tilings  I" 

"  I  bave  licfird  iiuicli  i  n  the  pajwrs  about  it."  ' 

hut  at  tlie  time  tlicfic  nitus  ucru  being  made,  one  of 
principal  aeeociatca  admitted  that  tlie  president  was  tbc  pcr- 
eon  wiio  uttonded  to  t!ie  froigbt  rates.*  Tbie  was  also  put 
buyond  a  doubt  in  tlie  Obio  invcstigiilton  hy  tbe  es'ideiicc  of 
bix  first  partner  in  tbe  little  oil  refinery  at  Clovobnd  wbicli 
bad  grown  so  great,  be  who  bad  fnrnisbed  tbo  only  meclmnical 
and  rcliniiig  know](;dgc  it  lim)  started  witli,  and  wbo  bad.  un- 
til witbin  a  year,  been  a  fellow-BtopUbuldcr  and  direclor. 

"Do  tbeae  contracts  contain  auytbitig  of  the  natui-e  that 
would  discriininate  against  tbe  srnAll  refiners  of  the  State  f" 

*'  I  tbinlc  tbcy  did.  . . .  Up  tu  tlio  timo  I  left  tbe  (-(jmijany  tbe 
op«n  ralo  wun  §1.40  to  tbtj  waboard.     Tbey" — tlio  oil  coin- , 
binalion — "sbip  for  6t)  cents.  .  .  .  Tlie  president  told  mu  it' 
was  tbe  rate  at  tbat  time."  * 

Willi  every  known  uvcnnc  to  ibc  ««  tiiiis  closed  to  Ibem  it 
certainly  looked  as  if  all  was  up  witb  tbe  "outsider*."  But 
tbe  men,  who  Lad  too  iiiucb  American  epnnk  to  buy  peace 
witb  dishonor  by  eonscntiu}*  to  a  "lixHp"  under  coinpiii.'jion, 
bad  tbe  wit  to  £nd  out  a  loop-bole  of  temporary  escape.  Tliey 
built  tank  boats  for  tbe  canal,  and  tbn«  succeeded  in  gutting 
200,000  bari'cU  of  oil  to  New  York  tbat  &nmmer  before  tbe 
canal  cloaed.' 

>  TntitnoDT,  TrusU.  Nc*  fork  Senate,  I6$S,  p.  4S0. 

*T(^tiinciDT.  CDitunvmrwlih  ul  F«uu>rlnui4  m.  Peau;lnnk  Rfttlraad  tt  at., 
W7».  p  374. 

■  TniiiiiiMif .  DiacrltalimtlMu  In  Frclglil  R«lcf,  01u»  II«ui«  t>t  RcprcKtiuiives, 
IBT»,  |>|i,  181-M. 

t  Tniimonr,  Ke*  Yorlc  Anenibljr  "  Ucpbun  "  BepoH,  1971).  ^  600. 
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0  tlien  .ill  chntice  of  cscapa  by  tlio  canal  has  been  cut 
off.  Tlie  niilroadtt  made  a  ■wav  of  frt>i;»lil  pjitt's  ngntiist  it, 
aii-1  the  only  cinal  tiutt  coiiiitiL-tvil  tho  oil  regions  u-ith  tlic 
Krie  canal  route  to  thu  sax  was  dried  up,  and  turned  into  u 
way  for  n  ruilrujtl  hy  a  Bpfcial  act  of  tlio  Now  Yurie  legis- 
lature. The  mih'oad  sn  built  Iiils  t^vcr  kieico  bcrn  niati.igcd  as 
one  of  tlic  most  dili<^nb  proiiiutciv  of  tbu  policy  of  exclad- 
ing  the  common  people  frf'in  the  oil  husinou. 

At^tioi-dirig  to  the  fiincpal  notice*  given  out  by  tho  railroad 
offioiaU  and  the  incmbRi-a  of' tho  South  Improvement  Con|- 
p»ny  this  concern  was  dead,  but  in  the  quaint  plirnto  of  tlio 
producers  it  was  really  alive  and  bard  at  n'oitc,  but  "  with  la 
new  fiuit  of  clothes  and  no  name."'  These  interviews  between 
the  independent  Fennel's  and  the  rail  road  ollicials  of  the  tlireo 
trnnk  lines  form  ono  of  the  most  extraordinary  sconca  \Thiclt 
Iiavo  taken  pUco  between  a  government  and  its  eubjecU  since 
the  cm  of  modern  domocmtic  libepfy. 

The  railway  nffioiiUs  are,  in  the  world  of  the  bigbway,  tlie 
E;ovemment.  They  bold  their  »iiprcitiu  power  to  tax  com- 
ttieroT,  and  to  open  and  closa  tlto  lii^hwuyH,  solely  and  alto* 
gcthgr  by  grant  of  the  State,  and  under  llie  law  of  the  com- 
mon ean-icr.  It  is  only  by  tlic  oxercisc  of  tlio  Bovcreign 
power  of  eminent  domain  to  take  the  property  of  a  private 
individual  by  forec,  williont  ]\h  coirsent,  for  public  use — never 
fur  any  other  than  public  use — and  only  hy  the  grant  of  the 
ight  to  cro89  city  eti'cets  and    country  roads  that  the   rail- 

ds  come  into  existence  at  nil.  This  says  nothing  of  the 
actuftl  caeli  given  to  tho  railroiid  projector  by  the  povcrn- 
ment,  which,  in  New  York  State  alouo,  amounts  to  upwards 
of  $40,00<>,00(*.' 

The  independent  relirierB  rcpi-esent  tho  people,  claiming 
of  the  liighway  department  of  llieir  government  those  equal 
rights  whicli  all  citizens  have  as  a  birthright,  and  the  govern- 
ment inforniE)  tltette  citizens  that  llielr  rights  on  the  highways 
liavc  been  given  us  a  private  cgtaCc  to  certain  fticnds  of  the 
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I  Bibiliiu,  Sen  Vork  Auciiibt?  -'  Hcpborn  "  Beporl.  1810.  pp.  U8-40. 
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iling  idminiat ration,  intich  as  William  tlio  Conqueror  would 

riro  tliia  rieli  abbey  or  ihiit  ferlik*  iimnor  to  uiio  of  bid  pt'U. 

fy^TTc  liavo  no  franeliiso  that  is  not  open  to  all,"  say  the 

'"linstees."    ''It  is  a  fioe  open  inarket."    •' There  is  nothing 

pooalkr  to  our  compunlcs."     *•  It  is  as  free  as  air." 

■    In  truth  thoy  haru  hud  uo  Icm  n  franchise  than,  u  iu  1S7S, 

tlio  excluding  ]>o9SC&sion  of  all  the  gfwi  trunk-linus  ont  of  tliu 

oil  cotiTitry,  and  nil  their  conrcctions  c-ist  and  west,  aiid  thi£ 

tfrniichiso  lins  since  widened  until,  in  1893,  it  reaclice  from 
wn'nii  to  ocean,  and  from  gulf  to  gnlf. 
Tlipir  franchise  was  riaeant  tn  be  as  excliieive  as  if  thev  had 
lia,d  fi'oin  the  government  letters-patent  in  the  old  royal  fash- 
ion of  close  monopolies  in    East   Indian  trade,  or  salt,  or 
tobacco  at  home,  giving  them  by  name  tho  sole  right  to  use 
the  roads,  and  forbidding  all  others,  nnder  pain  of  business 
death,  from  setting  their  foot  on  the  highway.    Bnt  with  thia- 
difference:  tho  cxeltteivo  franchise  iu  tho  latter  case,  would  i 
U8t  by  law ;  but  in  thia  cose  it  was  created  in  detiance  of  I 
w,  exists  iu  contempt  of  the  law,  Hnd  in  its  living  the  lav~^ 
iee  daily. 

The  reBncrs  and  producers  who  wore  pleading  in  this  wayl 
the  railroads  for  a  chance  to  live  after  May  I,  never  J 
ibtcd  but  that,  ns  thoy  were  told,  nmt  as  Iheir  aiTango- 
icnls  with  the  Pennsylvania  road  guaranteed,  tliey  were  hav- 
ing and  were  to  have  at  worst  niilil  that  date,  c(]iial  and  im- 
partial  rates  and  facilities.      Viidcr  this  safe- con  duct  tliey 
parleyed  for  tho  fiitnro,    Itnt.tho  Pennsylvania  Railnwl  was 
at  thiit  moment  negotiating  with  tho  oil  combination  to  collect 
Irom  the  independents,  nndor  the  gtiiso  of  fmight,  20  to  22^ 
.b  a  barrel  on  all  they  cent  to  market,  aud  juiy  it  over  to  the 
mblnalion.     The  payments  weits  made  to  one  of  the  rings 
within  the  nil  ring,  called  the  American  Transfer  Company. 
1(  is  the  Kamc!  in«tnimentaUty  under  a  different  name,"  said 
connscl  of  the  Xt;\v  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  before 
1  New  York  Lcgialatui-c.    The  official  of  the  rennsylvania 
t  who  i^ned  tlie  order  to  take  thia  money  ont  of  the 
i;  pleaded  itt  excuse  that  proof  had  been  given  him  tliat 
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Other  roads  were  tloiti^  the  Banio  tiling.'  Receipted  bills  were 
bronglit  to  liiin,  Bhowini;;  that  tbo  >'cw  York  Cculral  and 
the  Erie  liati  been  "  for  many  moTitlis"  Paying  tiieso  men  wli< 
caltcil  tiieinselves  Amtiricim  Transfer  Conipajiy  for  liavtnf 
''protectvd"  thetr  oil  biibinei^,  Kiiins  ranging  from  20  cents 
to  35  cents  a  barrel  on  all  the  oil  tliosc  roads  transported.* 
So  deeply  wae  the  watcli-<Iog  of  Lhi:  Pennsylvania  rond'a  trcas- 
Dry  afTvcted  by  the  proof  that  his  company  was  doing  leee  than 
tiio  other  roads,  that  ho  instructed  tliccoiuptrollcr  togivo  tbuo 
men  three  months'  back  pay,  wliich  was  done.  Twenty  cents 
a  barrel  was  Eont  thcni  out  of  all  the  oil  fivights  collected  by 
tbo  Pcnngylvauii  for  tlio  three  months  preceding,  and  there- 
after tlie  tribnte  was  paid  thctn  montlily.  Then  it  was  in- 
cmaed  to  22^  cents  a  band.  The  same  nnioimt  per  barrel 
was  refnnded  to  them  out  of  their  own  freight  They  received 
this  on  all  oil  sliipped  by  thcni,  and  al&o  on  all  shipped  by 
llieir  eoin]>etitoi«.'  They  who  received  this  tribute  pretended 
to  the  railroad  offiuials  that  they  "protected"  the  roads  from 
losing  btiainess.  The  railroad  ineu  ]>rutcndcd  tu  believe  it. 
/  The  way  in  which  this  rvvcnue  M-as  given  and  got  shows 
what  a  simple  and  easy  tliJn^  modern  buHincm  i-xially  is — not 
in  any  way  the  bruln'rackijr  political  cconoralgts  liaro  per- 
foadcd  thcinecU'Cs  and  hb.  The  i-cprcsentativo  of  the  oil 
combination  writes  a  bright,  cheery  letter;  the  representative 
of  tlie  Pennsylvania  anewei-s  it,  and  there  you  are ;  22^  cents 
a  barrel  on  millions  of  barrels  flows  out  of  the  cash-box  of  the 
railroad  into  the  casli-hox  of  tlie  combination.  In  one  year, 
1S78,  this  tribute,  at  the  rate  of  22+  cents  on  tlio  13,750.y(Ki 
barrels  of  oil  shipped  by  the  three  tnink- lines,  must  have 
amounted  to  $3,C>!j:},T60.    The  Amerieau  Transfer  Conipauy 

■  Nrw  Tork  Aswrnbly  "Keptiam  "  R^mrt,  I87»,  Bihlblu^  pp.  470414. 

*TbU  wka  klnja  UcdImI  by  tlie  Now  Voifc  Ccnlnl.  "  I  never  limcl  of  tl)« 
Amorinn  Tr«bit«F  CompsnT,"  Vnn^crkilt  lold  tlie  !Cc<*  Tark  Li>gl«1aliin\  "  I 
doit^t  know  tint  wc  ever  |i(ii<l  lliu  Aiuuricau  Tnuafcr  fompany  >  dollar.  If  we 
dkl,  I  htni  iKi  knovluiigii  of  it."  New  Vurk  A>t«mbl]r  "  Ilepbum"  Report,  1879, 
p.  U77. 

'Tntlmony,  Commoawtmllti  of  ronnfjlvania  vt.  r<DD>jh>ala  Ballroitil  H  oL, 
pt  Wa.    Suie,  Bxliibiti  Nuo.  4S-t7,  pp.  73S-S3. 
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had  a  Utile  capital  of  ^100,000,  and  its  receipts  frotp  this  re- 
bate in  tlii&  ODD  jmxv  would  amount  to  diviJaiOs  of  9093  per 
cent,  annually ;  tlio  capital  of  the  oil  coinbiriution  wliicli 
owned  this  Transfer  Comixiiiy  was  at  this  tjine  ?3,500,000. 

Ttiero  are  rcaeons  to  believe  that  eoiiic  of  tlic  vcryrailroad 
men  u-lio  turned  llic  money  of  the  railroads  over  to  the 
Amerittaii  Transfer  Company  were  among  its  membci's.  Rut 
if  ail  tlic  profit  went  to  tlie  combination, and  none  of  it  was  for 
the  railwny  ofBcials  tlirongh  whom  they  got  it,  their  revenue 
from  that  ^onrce  alone  would  have  paid  in  1878  a  dividend 
tiearl}'  equal  to  this  capital  of  $3,^00,U00.  lu  this  device  of 
the  American  Transfer  Company  we  a^ain  see  reappear  in  IS7s| 
in  hijjh  working  vitality,  the  feii|)po6ed  corpse  of  the  South 
Improvement  Coiiipaiiy  of  IST^.  Tiie  Aniericaii  Transfer 
Company  was  oatcnaihly  a  pipe  line,  and  the  railroad  otliciaI» 
met  thf  cxpoBuri)  of  tlicir  "nothing  peculiar"  dejilingfi  with 
it  by  Asserting  that  the  payment  to  it  of  )i'li  cents  a  liarrel 
and  more  was  for  its  ser\'ice  in  collecting  oil  and  dclivcrinff  it 
to  them;  but  the  Third  Vien-Presidcnt  of  the  Pennsylvania 
It.'tih'oad  admits  that  his  road  puid  the  money  on  oil  wliich  tlie 
American  Transfer  Company  never  handled. 

"This  22i  cents  (a  barrch  paidthc  American  Transfer  Com- 
pany ie  not  restricted  to  oil  that  passed  through  tlieir  lines  ^^ 

"3(0,  eir;  it  is  paid  on  nil  oil  received  and  transported 
by  lis." ' 

The  Amorieai)  Transfer  ComjMtny  wa£  not  oven  a  pipe  line. 
By  the  Pennsylvania  laws  all  incorporated  pipe  Hues  must  re- 
port their  operations  and  conditiou  monthly  to  the  State.  But 
the  publisher  of  the  petroleum  trade  reports,  and  orgmixcr 
of  A  bureau  of  information  abont  petroleum,  with  otlicus  in 
Oil  City,  London,  and  New  York,  iesuiug  daily  reports,  testi- 
fied that  the  American  TrsmBfer  Company  was  not  known  in 
the  oil  regions  nt  all  as  a  pipe  line.  It  published  none  of  the 
statements  i-eqnirpd  by  law.  "They  do  not,"  he  said,  "  make 
any  runs  from  the  oil-wells."     It  luid  once  been  a  pipe  line, 

>  Oomtnonvahli  ot  P«iui»ylTaiiIa  n.  r«inutlnala  Rxllfoail  rf  of.,  T8TB,  p.  Ml. 
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bat "  yenrs  »go  it  wns  mergeil  in  with  oUier  Iine»,"  and  consoH- 
cUted  into  tlie  United  Pipe  Line,  owned  and  operated  bjr  the 
combination.' 

Whcu  tliis  arrangement  was  exposed  to  public  view  bj'  tlte 
2fftw  York  Icgialative  inreetiitatioii,  tlie  "expert"  who  ap- 
peared to  explain  it  awaj  in  behalf  of  the  niih-oadfl  and  their 
bcDcficiaries,  paraded  a  falKu  riia]i  of  the  pi[)e-!ine  Kj^teni, 
^mwn  and  colored  to  make  it  Deem  that  the  Anieriean  TrnnR- 
fer  Company  was  a  very  important  pipe-line.'  This  was  the 
eamc  "expert"  who.  ns  we  saw,  defended  Iho  pipe-hrto  holo- 
canst  of  18(4  Ly  asecrting  tliat  "all  were  to  be  taken  in 
alike." 

There  are  three  kinds  of  liars,  nn  eminent  judge  «f  I^cw 
York  U  fund  of  Baying — liai's,  dainiiect  hars,  and  experts. 

When  the  ajwistaiit  EGcrutary  of  tim  oil  com  hi  initio  ii  was 
asked  abont  tliis  "transfer"  company,  lie  replied,  '*  I  don't 
know  anything  about  tlic  organization."*  Ho  had  described 
bimsetf  to  the  coiniiiitteu  us  ''a  chiiiiurer  for  dividends";  but 
he  declared  he  knew  nothinp;  abont  tin  organizjition  wliieh  waa 
•*tr.in6fcrring"  him  dividcnde  at  the  rate  of  ^3.0!)3,750  n  year 
on  ?;UM).0O0  of  cjipilnl.  Almost  at  t!ie  very  moment  of  tliia 
denial,  receipts  wore  being  produced  in  court  in  I'cnnsylvania 
which  had  been  given  by  the  cM»hicr  of  himaelf  and  his  afieo- 
ciatcs  to  the  railroads  for  this  money.* 

Kven  if  the  independents  enccceded  in  saving  their  oil  from 
wasting  on  the  ground,  and  got  it  into  pipe  Hnct;,  and  had  it 
refined,  and  were  lucky  cnongh  to  be  given  ears  to  carry  it  to 
the  seaboard,  they  fonibd  tliat  in  leaving  the  oil  regions  thoy 
had  not  left  behind  tlio  "no."  ITp  to  the  very  edge  of  the  sea 
were  the  nets  spread  for  them. 

Fart  of  the  bargain  of  1S72  had  been  that  the  hrothcra  of 
the  Sontb  Improvement  Conipiuiy  ahuuld  provide  the  ter- 
minal facilities  at  tho  aoahoahi.'     Ilailroad  coiupaniee  arc  oeu- 


>  TMlimnnT,  Now  Vurk  AMomblf  "Htpburn"  Kepan,  1810.  pp.  8Qa(t-a9. 
■Soni#,  p.  80M.  'Sjini-.  p.  20M. 

*Trii1iiiunr,  CuaiuioDWealth  of  Peanut Imniu  h.  Pcnaiytmila  RuUrauJ  H  til., 
UT9,  (ip.  tfS«-i7-  •  ArL  I.  »«:.  4. 
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ftllj  fiiippMed  to  have  tlioir  own  yards,  ttoretiooMa,  TrliurveB, 
and  the  like,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  railroads  liid  tbcec. 
Tlio  agreement  of  1879  tliat  the  Soiitli  Improvement  ComjMiny 
should  fnmteh  tho  tenoinal  facilities  tncftnt — it  was  dtscov- 
ored  bj  the  New  York  Legislatnre  in  ISTO  —  that  such  ter- 
minals as  the  road  alrcad/  liad  should  be  tamed  over  to  that 
coticem,  and  that  thereafter  nohody  should  be  allowed  to  bojld 
or  iiM)  terminals  cxcupt  iti  it  permitted. 

Tlio  Xcw  York  Legialature  found,  lo  3879,  that  the  oil 
combination  thus  on'ncd  And  controlled  the  oil  terminal  fa- 
cilitiea  of  the  fotir  trimk-HncB  nt  New  York,  Pliiladelptiia, 
and  BnUimore. 

**Tliej  can  iiso  the  power  hero  given,  uiid  have  used  it  to 
cnnh  out  opposition." ' 

**  Of  oouree,  tlicrc  is  in  the  Krie  contract  a  Etatcnicnt  that  ev- 
ery shipper  of  oil  over  the  road  shall  bo  treated  with  'fairness* 
by  tiio  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  onr  attention  was  drawn 
to  tliat,''  the  counsel  of  the  Chaiiilier  of  Commerce  suid.  .  .  . 
"  In  the  first  place,  they  havu  tho  exclusive  shipment  of  oil,  and 
therefore  uobody  could  ship  oil.  and  there  was  no  oil  handled 
for  anyltody  L-Ue;  but  if  the  Krie  Company  should  send  some 
for  eoinebody  et^e,  why,  the  sloop  could  uot  get  to  the  dock, 
and  the  machinery  at  the  dock  would  not  and  could  not  work 
by  any  possibility  so  aa  to  get  that  oil  out  of  that  dock  and 
into  a  ship  (except  at  the  end  ef  a  lawsuit).*'  * 

Evidently  the  "cancellation*'  of  J873  hiid  not  cancelled  any- 
thing of  substance.  Indeed,  the  '"no"  of  1878  wag  wider  tlian 
the  embargo  of  1872,  for  the  fonrtli  great  trunk-line,  the  Balti- 
more nnd  Ohio,  was  not  one  of  the  signatories  tlien ;  but  by 
IbT^  it  had,  like  all  the  others,  closed  its  port  to  the  people — 
fanning  it  out  as  the  old  n^imo  farmed  out  the  right  to  tax 
proviii(j«g. 

He  iiBcd  to  meet  tlie  president  of  the  oil  combination 
'*  frequently  in  die  Erie  ofllcu,"  a  friend  and  subordinate  has 

•  New  York  AM«n)))7"Ufft>butti'<KeiMxt,  ISTS,  |>p.  40-44. 
■t*fw««bo(SJiD«n  Slcrtic,  MMitKl  «f  tlie  Ngk  York  Cliunbcr  of  CoronMrcc,  be> , 
ion  !Ccic  York  Atacuibly  "  Hepburn "  ComaUtcc,  18i9.  p,  89S4. 
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Tecallcd.'  K&ilroad  ofiiceE  are  pleasant  places  to  visit  when 
8Qcb  plums  ai*o  to  be  gathered  there  as  this  of  the  sole  right 
to  the  freedom  of  all  ports  and  control  of  the  commerce  of 
three  continents. 

Down  to  this  writing,  when  the  little  group  of  independents 
who  remain  masters  of  tlieir  own  refineries  along  Oil  Creek 
seek  to  send  tlieir  oil  in  bulk  abroad,  or  to  transship  it  at  any 
one  of  tlie  principal  ports  for  other  points  on  the  coast,  the 
same  power  still  says  the  same  "  no  "  as  twenty  years  ago.* 

■  Teijtimoa;,  same,  p.  2772.  ■  See  cli.  xL 


CHAPTER  IX 


Trna  fivki>  and  vruo  danced 


'  Tnrs,  by  1878,  Ibc  indepoudcnt  producers  and  refiners  fonnd 
themselves  cnuglit  in  n  battue  like  rabbits  ^rircn  in  for  the 
Bport  o£  n  Princo  of  AVnlos. 

If  the  ricliest  person  tlien  in  Aineriea — tliat  nrtificiul  tut 
^Tery  real  pereon  tllo  IViiii»_vlv;irn;»  Kailroad — could  not  keep 
Its  pipe  lines,  nobod;r  could.  Tlie  wiir  for  tlii;  union,  wliich 
ended  with  its  surrender  in  1877,  closed  the  pipc-iinc  iiidos- 
try  to  the  people.  Tbe  nnanimous  "ho'*  of  nli  tlic  railroad* 
which  fotlowetl  completed  the  e>^rntl.  ' 

Oil,  wlioii  it  got  to  market,  foand  that  those  who  had  be- 
come tlio  owners  of  the  pipe  lines  were  aUo  the  owncnt  of 
niuel  of  llie  rclincntji,  and  bo  the  only  hirgo  biiyeni.'     "I'rao 
licull^  to-duy  there  is  hut  one  l)iiyor  of  crude  uil  for  iia.  .  .  . 
Wo  take  onr  commodity-  to  one  buyer ;  we  take  tlio  price  lie 
eliooecE  to  give  in  witltout  rodrese,  witli  no  right  of  appeal.*' ' 
Then  l!io  sole  currier — iho  pipe-lino  company — rcfnscd  to 
take  the  oil  into  its  pipes — the  oil  as  it  eaino  out  of  the  welU 
— unle«^   firgt    sold    tu   its  other  self,    the  oil   combiiution. 
[This  was  called  ''immediate  shipment.'*    Forced  to  waste  or 
[•oU  hio  uil,  the  producer,  tinder  this  conipuUion,  had  to  take 
Iwliat  lie  cuuld  ^t.'     The  lion.  Lewis  Ecucry,  Jr..  a  incnibcr 
the  State  Senate  of  renusylvania,  gave  the  anthorities  of 
State  au  nccoiliit  of  the  "  immediate  shipuieut "  evolution 

»Kfw  Tnrk  AMenibl;  "  limp  bum "'  Bppntt,  1S.9,  p.  «. 

■TcUliBiiny,  roiniHunwMltli  o(  pMinsylTUiU  ml  PeittuflratilK  BallMad  tfal^ 
»,  pp   SOS,  114. 

*T<«iiiiir>ii.r,  HDie,  Fi|w  Line  Appeixllx.  pp.  S0-S7:  laTtstigatlon,  rcpiitvV 
HhhvrcUryof  Inl«rnkl  ASun,  167S,  pp.  t«,  3V. 
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of  Atnertcai^  market  Iib«rtjr.  *'  Wo  g<>  down,"  he  said, "  to  tlie 
office  and  stand  in  a  lino,  eometiinee  iialf  a  day — people  in  a 
lino  reacliiiig  out  into  the  street — sixty  and  eoventy  of  ns. 
Wbcn  onr  tnrn  comes  we  go  in  uiid  ask  thorn  to  l>uy,»nd  they 
frncionaly  will  take  it.  I  am  an  owner  in  eix  different  coin- 
panii-s,  and  we  all  snffcr  the  saiiio." 

Tw  cd.uciilc  the  producer  to  bcII  "always below  the  market," 
tbo  Pipe  Line  let  liis  oil  epill  itself  on  the  ground  for  a  few 
days.  *'  We  lost  a  considerable  nmonnt  of  oil,  probably  sei-end 
thon^nnd  barrels,"  another  producer  said. 

"Will  yoa  state  at  wlnit  prico  ns  compared  with  the  market 
prieo,  whether  above  or  below,  yon  sold  that  oil  J" 

**Jt  wa«  always  below." 

Asked  why  Itc  sold  it  below  the  market,  he  said : 

"  Because  the  line  would  not  run  it  nntil  it  was  eold.'' ' 

The  hills  of  PcDneylvania  began  to  growl  and  redden  as  iol 
1872. 

The  SfcrclJiry  of  Internal  Affaii-s  was  hung  in  effigy.  Mnssj 
rocclingft  were  held  —  some  tuinultnous,  others  quiet ;  pi'o- 
ceseions  of  masked  men  marched  the  sti-eets,  and  groaned  and 
hooted  ill  front  of  the  newspaper  otBces  and  the  bnsiness 
places  of  the  combination.  In  the  morning  the  streets  and 
«idcvi-alks  were  frequently  fonnd  pUcarded  with  cabalistic 
cign«  and  letters,  and  oocastomlly  printed  proclamations  and 
warnings.  3li>8t  of  tJio  leading  nuvvspapers  of  tlie  region  hud 
been  either  nWlntely  purclnLwil  by  the  oil  combination  oi- 
paid  to  keep  silerur.  Others  cHrraiiionally  broke  forth  in  tio- 
lent  article*  advifing  the  nsc?  nf  force' 

lu  the  Mclvcan  Connty  field  the  people  rose  in  rebellion. 
They  got  up  a  Phantom  Party,  in  its  provoeatiim  and  fipirit/ 
much  like  a  plianlom  pirty  which,  contrary  to  law  and  order, 
boftrded  gome  ships  in  Ho£ioti  hui-bor  a  century  before.    One 
thouBMid  men,  wrapped  in  white  sheets,  marched  by  night 

'  Tolinwiny,  Cutniiiatiwvkliii  ut  ririinstlrauiA,  ttic,  1879,  Pipe  t.in«  .Ap[i«iidiz, 
PPlHS-U';  Invciiigdiun,  t'ciinijlvaiim  tN!i:ivury  «(  Iiii«rnft1  iHTnir*,  I  it?  8,  pp. 
19,  2«.  1,1,  4'J. 

■A  Oiilarr,  ««.    TnuU,  Caugmx,  1S88,  |i[i.  CSO,  097,  703,  TOO. 


Bion.    A  day  came  wlien  the  onl}"  lnij-er  would  not  bnj  »ndj 
tlics  only  piper  would  not  pipe.     Tliis  brought  tho  Parker  di»- 
triot  to  the  verge  of  civil  war.     Tho  citizciiB  wct«  in  a  slate  of 
terrible  excitement ;  t]io  pipe  lines  would  not  run  oil  imleea  it 
was  sold ;  tho  only  buyers — viz.,  tlio  agents  of  tho  oil  combi- 
nation— would  not  buy  oil,  fitatiiij;  that  llioy  could  not  ^'t  cars ; 
hondreds  of  wells  wore  stopped  to  ihoir  jiji-oat  injury.    Thon- 
sanda  more,  wliosoownci-a  were  afraid  to  etop  thorn  for  f«nrof 
damage  by  salt  water,  were  pumping  the  oil  on  the  ground. 
Tlic  leadens  iiaed  all  tho  iiitliienec  tlicy  had  to  prevent  an  ont- 
break  and  dc^truetion  of  railroad  and  pipe  lines.    The  nioRt 
inport«Tit  of  them  went  over  to  tho  Alleghany  Valley  Itaih-oad 
offieo  and  telegraphed  to  the  president :  '■  The  refosal  to  nin\ 
oil  unless  sold  upon  imiitediate  ehipinent  and  of  the  rsitroad  ' 
to  fiirnigh  cars  lias  created  ehcU  a  degree  of  excitement  here 
di&t  the  most  conservative  part  of  the  citiKcDB  will  not  be  able 
to  control  the  peace,  and  1  fear  tlint  tho  ecenea  of  taet  July 
"will  Im  repeated  on  an  aggravated  bcaIu."  ' 
Throe  of  the  highest  officiiils  of  the  road  Bought  an  itnmo-i 
n  interview  with  tliis  leader  of  the  ppodticers.     Ife  warned  i 
,  niid  the  Pennsylvania  roiid  which  controlled  tlicir  oilj 
bttsinOM,  that  unless  inimeiUiite  relief  were  funiishod  there 
w\>nld  he  an  oatbrtiak  in  the  oil  regions,  becanfiC,  ils  he  told 
tlK>m,  "Tlie  idea  of  a  scarcity  of  cars  on  daily  ehipments  of 
liM  than  30^000  barrcle  a  day  was  such  an  abeurd,  bnrefaced 
wvlMieer  that  ho  could  not  expect  men  of  ordinary  intelll- 
to  accept  any  exciisee  for  tho  absence  of  earn,  as  the 
ing  fall,  when  baaiuese  retjuired,  the  railroads  conid 
day  after  day  from  50,000  to  60,000  barrels  of  oil."  * 
■wuniing  was  heeded.     Thousiinds  of  empty  cars,  which  i 
^  oonibtnation  and  its  railroad  allies  had  said  couldn't  be  J 
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hod  anjwhere,  sixldcQly  appeared  liaetontiig  to  Parkor,  block^ 
ing  up  tlie  tracks  in  nil  directions,  doraii^^iiig  the  pa$sciig(>r 
business  of  the  road.    *'Tlie}'  looked  liku  inosquitoes  coming 
oat  of  a  Bwainp."     Tiie  solo  buyer  began  buyinj;  ag:iiri,  uiid 
for  tlie  vliole  week,  after  having  declai'ed  tlieinBelve^  uiiabto 

>  buy  or  move  any,  the  railroads  moved  50,000  bni'i-eU  u  day.'  v         . 
lucers  under  eticU  nile  saw  their  prices  decrease  and  tlieir  jl  ^ 
land  jMSS  out  of  their  possession,  as  was  inevitable.  J 

Ten  years  later  in  the  Oliio  uil-fiuld  all  the  BuliKtantlal  feiit- 
uree  of  the  plan  we  siiw  eiiliimiute  ut  Parker  are  to  bu  found) 
iu.fnll  play.  There,  also,  tlie  oil  eombliiHtion,  Coiign-SH  wa« 
told.  i<  the  only  pnrchiu^er,  and  it  fixca  tliu  price  to  eiiit  iteolf./! 
The  prodnction  of  the  Ohio  ticldg  was  between  1S,(J00  and 
SO.OOU  barrels  a  day,  but  it  could  easily  produco  between 
80,<KH>  and  32,000.  Beeaiiso  tlie  only  buyer  refused  to  take 
care  of  ibe  oil,  wclle  liavo  been  ehut  back.  Wel!^  ivhieli  if 
opened  up  would  run  1000  or  2000, or  even  more,  were  eliuC 
iu  four  daya  out  of  the  week.' 

Tlii«  culmination  of  1878  made  the  people  act./ Tito  pro- 
dacers  were  being  gronnd  to  powder  by  the  fact  that  an  enemy 
liad  po««e66ion  of  their  local  pipes,  their  tankagt>,  and  theid 
niilwajB.  "I  dm  the  nnfortuniita  owner,"  eaid  one  of  them, 
"of  intoreats  In  nearly  one  hundred  pumping  well;).  I  have 
produced  over  half  a  inJlHon  barrels  of  nil."'  Oil  was  run. 
ning  out  of  the  ground  at  tlie  rate  of  liJ.OOO.OOCi  barrels  a 
year,  but  the  New  York  refiners  who  were  in  command  of 
plenty  of  capital,  said  : 

"We  don't  dare  build  large  i-efinerios,  for  we  don't  know 
wjiore  we  could  get  the  oil."  *  \ 

At  hist  the  people  org:u)Izcd  the  Tidewater  Pipe  Linej 
This  was  tlie  tintt  succe)>«ful  attempt  to  realize  the  idea  often 
broached  of  a  pipe  line  to  the  i^t'uhuard.     It  was  the  last  hope 

'  TcAtiiiuinjr  ot  0.  B.  CnupbuII,  Coutiaou  wmIcIi  of  Pw&tjUauJa  h.  PtiiDijIvaiiiii 
■ilnwd  H  tit.,  p.  aoo. 
■TutiBMMiT,  TniJiU,  Caaet«i4,  I8S8,  ppL  78~79. 
'  TntiRKm)*,  Contnouwcnllli  n-f  Puitniifivaiiia  v*.  Peuntjlranin   RaitroaJ  rf  n',, 
ISM,  t>.  2».  *  Saiiw.  i>.  214. 
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tit  the  "  ontaideps '' — tlio  "  iiiilepemleiits."  "  Notiiing  short  of 
tlio  iiigt-riiiity  tliiit  is  born  of  nacefi6.\iy  and  (1ei;j)enitioti  *'  pro- 
duced lli.it  pi]je  line.  It  was  well  coritriveil  atiil  well  manned, 
and  had  plenty  of  mone/.  It  was  organized  in  1878,  with 
a  capitid  of  $1,000,000,  wliicli  jricreaaed  in  a  few  years  to 
8&,000,00(t.  It  built  a  pipe  from  the  oil  reffions  to  Williams- 
port — 105  miles— on  the  IMiiladelpIiia  and  Heading  Kailroad, 
whence  tlio  oil  was  carricil  in  ears  by  that  company  and  orer 
the  Jureoy  Central  to  I'liiladelphia  and  Now  York.  v 

Uuliniitcd  ciipital  and  fitralep^y  did  all  that  could  b«  done^' 
against  tlm  Tidewater.  At  one  place,  to  head  it  off,  a  strip  of 
laud  biirrin'.'  its  pitigi-css  was  buught  entirely  across  a  valley. 
It  cscupcd  by  oliudjitig  tlic  hills.  At  another  point  it  had 
to  cross  under  a  railroad.  The  raih-oad  officers  forbade.  Rid- 
ing aronrd,  almost  in  despair,  ita  engineer  saw  a  cnlvert  wlicrc 
there  was  no  wRtcrcoiirso.  ft  wag  for  n  right  of  paesago  wbicli 
a  fanner,  wliose  lantl  W!i*  cut  in  two  by  the  r-Tilroad,  bad  re- 
wrved  in  perpetnity  for  driving  Iiis  cattle  in  safety  to  pastare. 
It  did  not  tako  long  to  make  a  bargain  with  the  farmer  for 
penni^fion  to  lay  the  pipe  there. 

The  pipe  line  was  linislicd  and  ready  to  move  oil  about  the 
1st  of  June,  1S79.  On  Jiiiie  Mb  a  meeting  was  hold  at  Sara-i 
toga  uf  rcpreecntfltivcfi  of  the  four  tnink-linG  railroads  and  of' 
mombL'rs  uf  the  uil  trust.  Tlio  ineuliiig  decided  that  tbo  new 
competitor  sboiild  bo  fought  to  tlm  death.  The  rate  on  oil, 
which  had  been  81. IS  a  bttrrel,  was  rediUMsd  to  SO,  then  to  30, 
to  ^0,  to  15  cents  by  the  railruad&,  to  maku  tho  bnsincss  tmproGt- 
ablo  c-Hoiigli  to  rniu  tliie  tiret  utteiupt  to  pipo  oil  to  thu  sea- 
bo«rd.  Finally  the  roads  carried  a  barrel,  woigliing  31*0  ponnds, 
400  miles  for  the  combination  for  ]i>  cents  or  less.'  The  rep- 
reseutatiTO  of  tlio  Tidewater  offered  to  provo  to  Congrese, 
ill  18S0,  if  it  would  ordor  an  investigation  —  which  it  would 
not — that  "  the  announced  and  ostensible  object  of  the  confer- 
ence at  Saratoga  wa«  to  dcatroy  the  credit  of  tlie  Tidewater,  and 
to  enable  tito  oil  coinbinatiou  to  buy  op  the  new  pipe  liue,  and 


I  Npw  Tflik  Anembljr  ■'  Depliuni  "  lUport.  18711,  p.  4*. 
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that  a  time  was  fixed  bj  tlie  combination  within  which  it 
pfxunised  to  eecure  the  coiilrul  of  ih«  pipo  line — provided  tho 
tninlc-liiies  would  make  tlio  raU-a  for  carr^'iog  oil  ao  low  that 
all  conceriiwl  in  transportation  would  lose  mone}'.'  There 
can  ho  no  douht,""  he  continued,  "that,  taking  the  avowed  ftiid 
ostensible  objt,-ct  of  tliu  Saratoga  meeting  m  the  triiu  one,  it 
conetituted,  on  tho  part  of  the  willitig  participants,  a  criminal 
conspiracy  of  tho  most  dangerous  eharnctcr/' 

Olio  of  tho  cliief  officinls  of  the  Ponne^'lvania  Railroad  tcsti- 

fled  to  tho  competition  which  ]iis  i-oad  had  carried  on  witli 

lli(j  Tidewater.    "  It  certainly  wa*  foiiirhl,"  he  Raid  ;  "the  rates 

were  conaiderably  reduced." '  .^liatcu  %Tere  put  down  to  poiut«\ 

«a  low  that  the  railroad  men  would  never  tell  what  they  were-Ji 

I  have  DO  knowledge— I  have  iio  it-collection — waa  nil  tlie 

president  and  general  freight  agent  of  the  PcnnityhTinin  Ilail- 

Iroad  conld  bo  got  to  say.  wlion  hefoit;  tho  Tntorstato  Com- 

incrce  Coniniission.*     "Not  eiiongh  to    pay  for  the   wheel 

grease,"  said  the  general  freight  agent.*     Tlic  oil  tniat  also 

cat  tiio  prices  of  pipcago  by  \\&  local  lince  from  20  uonta  to  & 

cents  a  barrrl,  liiniing  chuupia-^t  into  tho  enemy  of  chcapnces. 

£ut  the  Tidewater  was  etrong  enough  to  withstand  even  so 

formtdablo  nn  assault  aa  tins,  i   As  its  bnsincdS  was  sntntl,  its 

^loeees  were  email ;  but  the  rnilroade,  malting  this  war  on  it  for 

;tlio  benefit  of  othei-*,  sufFcmd  heavily.    The  trunk -lines,  it 

liaa    l>eon   calculated,  wilfully    threw  away  profits  equal    to 

$10,0(X>,000  a  year  for  the  eiike  of  inflicting  a  lo&a  of  ^lOO.OOO 

on  tlte  pipo  lines.'     Enougli  revenue  waa  lost  to  pay  divi- 

duidj  of  2^  to  5  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital  of  tho  roads. 

One  effect  that  followuil  thii*  reduction  in  taXei  was  a  aatr 
rcsimnJing  ducHiie  in  tho  price  of  oil  at  Now  York,  in  wliicli 
tlie  coflt  of  freight  ia  a  contttant  eleineut.    Tho  Coniiiiittec  of 


\ 


I  Pnuiklin  B.  Gowsd,  boforo  Houta  Comnilllue  ut  Coiiiiiivtuu,  Wtiiliiiigtuo,  Jan. 
ST.  1»80. 

' TdiliiMQ^, Trtusrlllo  ftnd  Oil  City  IndepcndeDla' cose*,  hrforc  Inicrtuu-  Coin- 
Di^tccCanmlul'in,  pp,  X9P-300.  'SAine.  pp.  0^1.  aS7,         *!wn)i>.  p.  tiSt. 

'I'ninklinB.  (loveu,  before  Houie  CoBimittco  of  Ckim merer,  Wulilngtoa,  Jmii. 
>7,  I8W. 
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tilt)  New  York  rjCgisIaturo  fmittd  in  tlic  tcfitirnonir  it  ticard 
rcnson  to  liulicTO  that  lliti  iiictnliurri  of  \\w.  oil  tnist  took  adrati- 
ta^  of  their  advmico  kiion-lcdgc  to  evil  ut  liigli  priucft,  to  those 
wiio  did  not  know,  nil  they  would  btiy  for  future  delivery. 

Tho  *' Hepburn"  report  of  tlio  New  York  Lcgislaturo  of 
1S79  gipos  epocial  prominence  to  tho  eouipntationB  that 
$15,100,000  were  the  profit*  of  tbis  gpeculatire  dejil.' 

The  cnstoiiiers  of  the  Tidewater,  the  independent  refiners 

in  Philadelphia,  wero  charged  hy  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

on  oil  that  came  tlirough  the  Tidewater  15  cents  n  barrel  for 

one  mile  of  liouling.    The  utmost  tho  law  allowed  tbcni  was 

half  a  cent  n  inilo,  nnd  they  were  carrying  oil  50O  miles  to 

New  York  for   the  samo  charge  of  15  cents  a  barrel,  and 

leSii.    Under  euch  presfiurc  these  independent  refineries,  wliicli 

lie  Tidewater  had  been  bnllt  to  supply,  sold  out  one  after 

iiotlicr.     The  Tidewater  was  then  in  the  position  of  a  great 

iiuiisportiiig  company,  (hat   had  spent  a    large    aniotiiit   of 

money  to  bring  a  great  product  to  its  Philndelphia  terminus, 

and  foond  that  refining  establishments  which  had  been  bcg- 

ffing  it  to  give  tlieni  oil  had  becoino  tho  cohorts  of  its  op- 

/ponent.     To  meet  this  tho  Tidewater  built  rutiuortes  of  its 

\owii  at  Chester,  and  at  Bayonue,  New  Jersey,  oil  New  York 

Vwattii-«. 

When  asked  for  a  rate  to  anotlier  point,  the  Pennsylvania 
gave  one  that  was  tlirco  and  four  times  an  much  ta  they  would 
cliargo  the  oil  trust,  but  added,  "wo  cannot  make  a  rate  on 
the  empty  cars  reluming."  That  ia,  as  it  was  interpreted, 
"  we  will  carry  tho  oil,  but  wo  will  not  permit  the  empty  care 
to  come  over  tho  roads  to  ^t  the  oil.  They  must  be  taken 
oil  a  wheelbarrow,  or  by  canal,  or  by  balloon."'  TJio  war 
^ent  on.  Attempts  wera  made  to  seduce  tho  official*  of  the 
'.Tidewater.  A  stockholder,  who  Lad  been  too  poor  to  pay 
for  his  stock,  received  a  lar^  sum  from  the  oil  combination 
and  began  a  vexatious  suit  for  a  rccoivcrsliip.'    A  minority 

'  Rittwrt.  11.  45. 

'Fnnklln  It.  Qowcn,  bcfote  Pouujtnuia  Huum  o(  ltopt>HetiUtir«a  Comtnlttee 
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forced  llieir  way  into  tlie  offioos  of  the  ooiupaiiyj  and  took 
>lent  possession  of  it  Uy  a  "farcical,  fraudulent,  and  void" 
tioD,  aa  the  court  dcuidcd  iu  nitnulling  it.  Its  6uaucial 
credit  was  uttnuked  in  tlic  >none>'  markvt  and  by  iiijuiictione 
ng'iiinst  its  bonds. 

Aftidavi(8  were  offered  from  memborB  of  tlie  oil  comWnit 
tion  denying  tliaC  they  Imd  hnd  anything  to  do  with  these 
proceedings.  In  rpfcrcnce  to  tlicso  affidavit*!,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Tidewater  reminded  the  court  that  tliat  combi- 
nation  was  a  multifarious  body.  ''One-half  of  them/'  Iio  said, 
'^do  a  thing,  and  tho  otlier  half  8we,ir  they  know  nothing 
aboDt  it.  Id  pnrsaancc  of  this  Macliiarelian  policy,  thoy 
bavc  eight  or  ten  gentkinon  to  conduct  negotiations,  and 
eight  or  ten  to  bjiv  they  do  not  know  anything  iibout  thcin." 

Then,  with  no  visibly  Ciinse,  the  napncity  of  tho  jiipe  fell 
tjelow  the  demands  npon  it.  ,  This  insufficient  Ciipiicity  wa» 
pleaded  in  court  as  one  of  tin;  i'eiiBon.s  why  the  pipe  hhonid  bo 
taken  out  of  the  liantU  of  its  owners.  Onu  dny  tliu  cau^u  waA 
discovered — a  plug  of  wood.  I  Somo  mystcnotis  hand  lind  been 
(ect  to  drive  a  square  block  of  wood  into  the  pipe  eo  as  to  cut 
aown  its  capacity  to  one-third.  The  repit^ciitativo  of  tlio 
Tidewater  declared  in  court  \m  belief  that  this  phig  had  been 
placed  by  ''iiouplo  on  the  other  side  who  have  made  affidavit* 
in  this  oi^."  A  einiilar  dcud,  but  nnicli  worse,  as  it  might 
hare  coet  many  lives,  was  dono  during  the  contest  with  To* 
Itfdo.  nine  ycari  later.'  ^ 

I  Tito  Tidewater  was  successful,  but  not  fiUcccMfnl  cnough.y 
It  owned  400  miles  of  pijw,  including  tho  105  niilea  of  the 
trunk -lino,  and  Iiad  control  of  noarly  3,000,000  barrels  of 
tank.ige.  It  did  a  f^reat  work  for  tho  people.  "  It  was."  the 
Philndtflphia  Pitss  said,  in  1SS3,  "the  child  of  war.  It  has 
been  n  harrier  between  the  producers  and  the  monopoly  which 
would  crush  (hciu  if  it  dared."  Wlulo  these  words  of  e\uita- 
tion  were  being  penned, lo  surrender  wo8  under  negotiation.^ 
The  Tidewater's  managers  were  nearly  worn  out.    These  lao- 
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tic8  ttf  forrui>tiiig  tlieir  officers,  slandering  tlieir  credit,  buying 
lip  tbeir  cujJtomers,  iitualiiig  tlioir  eliicuoiis,  garrolinjj  tliem 
with  lawKuils  fuunded  on  faUelioods,  slmttiug  tlieiii  ofF  ihe 
ruilroads,  and  pl'igginff  up  tlieir  pipe  in  tlic  dark,  wl-i-c  ioo 
iuuoIl.  Qriit-'jr'  uiitL-rcd  iiitu  a  \yovV  /Tlio  two  con ij>:ti ties  in 
the  ennimcr  of  18S8  *' rccogniiwd ''  eacl)  other,  as  the  trunk 
line*  do,  and  agreed  to  divide  the  biieincsa  in  proportions, 
whioli  wonUI  net  the  Tii3i;wnter  ^SOdjt'f**  a  year.  Tiic  ari- 
nonnccmciit  that  this  pool  litul  boen  forced  on  tlie  Tidewater 

^ell  like  a  death-blow  on  tlie  penple  of  the  oil  regions.  *"TIie 
Tidewater."  tlio  Pliiladclphiii  J*>v8«  said,  editorially,  "will 
proWbly  retain  a  nominal  identity  as  n  corporation,  but  i(e 
iifivfiilnces  to  tlio  public  nnd  itft  claim  to  popular  conBOenee^H 
and  enoouragcmcut  were  extiiij^dislied  tlio  intjtant  it  con  treated  ^H 
to  enter  into  alliance  with  tito  UDEenipuloiis  monopoly  which 
refiorCiii  to  that  nit^ang  of  conciliating  and  bribing  wluit  it  had 
failed  to  destroy."  As  was  anticipalt^d  by  tlio  Pritm,  tbe  Tide- 
water retained  its  nominal  identity,  but  that  was  all.  Its  sur- 
render was  admitted  by  it«  principal  organizer,  Mr.  Tranklin 
U,  (towcn.  Tlio  officials  of  tlio  ronnsylvaiiia  l{;iilroad  have 
testified  to  it.    "They  made  an  arrangement  of  some  hind,  the 

_OOTiditioiis  of  n'luL-h  1  never  knew;  one  swallowed  the  other 
'  both  ewiillowud  tlia  other,  or  somolliing',  atid  wttlud  up  their 
difRcnltiL's,"' wild  the  general  fruiglil  agent.  The  pnatident 
said  :  "The  competition  between  the«e  piiH;.tiiiLii  ceased."* 

Tlio  attorney  of  the  Tidewater  was  iisked  if  them  wcixi  any 
iicgotialiona  whicli  resulted  in  a  compromise  of  the  diffi;i-cnce« 
with  tlio  oil  combination. 

"If  by  ditferences,"  he  replied,  "you  mean  competition  in 
trade,  I  answer  the  qnestion,  ye«.  That  resulted  in  a  written 
contract. . .  ,'The  purpose  of  llie  contract  was  to  settle  I  lie  rivalry 

( ia  business  between  the  two  companie8t  each  company  to  tuko 


■TniiJaioayoftiGncral  frwRhl  igdil  of  I'aaiuijlviiii*  Riiilnini!  (t/i^n,  Gmeri-, , 
Kikd  NVuiTur  v«.  rcnn^vkani*  Ibilruad}.  UcKau  CwiSiXj  Cuitri  at  OoDinwa  Ptm,^ 

1SS9 

*  Tcuimun;r,  Titiuvilj*  and  Oil  Ctlj  Injopandtniu'  cues  before  tlie  lat 
0— awte  CommitalMi,  Dcpmitlun,  pp.  S31-34. 
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ft  percentage  of  transportation  ai\d  gtiihcrmg,  and  each  to  <io 
with  the  oil  as  it  eaw  fit."  ' 

TIic  trciisiircr  of  the  Tidewater,  wlio  liad  been  in  its  BCl'vicc 
tJDCo  18S0,  eorroboratefi  its  attorney.  A.  contract  bad  been 
Diailc  bctnrecn  the  two;  tlic  date  of  it  was  October  9,  1SS3. 
Copies  of  the  contracts  arc  in  the  author's  poeses&ton. 

The  Intcretate  Coinmerco  Commission  in  1392  jndicialljr 
fonnd  the  eame  fact.  It  eavs:  "  Abont  l)ccemboi\  1883,  the 
^pipe  lines,  with  tlie  view  of  getting  better  rates,  adjusted  their 
differenoes,  and  tlie  competition  between  thvtn  ceased.  Tlic 
/pipo-line  bnsincse  appoara  then  to  have  pa.=sed  into  the  control^ 
of  the  National  Tnnsit  Company.'*'/  All  but  G  per  cent,  of 
the  National  Transit  Company  is  owned  by  the  oil  trust.  It 
forme*!  pnictically  ono-t!iiiil  the  imposing  bnlk  of  the  $70.- 
000,000  of  the  trust  of  1SS2.*  If  anything  can  be  made  cer- 
tain by  hnman  testimony  this  evidence  proves  that  tliese  pipe 
line*  stopped  competinj;  in  18&3,  The  witnceacs  aro  tiio  men 
who  negotiated  the  contract,  and  iipun  whoso  approval  it  de- 
pen()e<l.  Tint  when  the  president  of  iIlo  trust  vvau  asked  under 
oath,  in  18l>S,  if  there  were  any  pipe  lines  to  tide-water  com- 
peting with  it,  ho  named,  as  '"a  competing  company,"  *'the 
Tidewater  Pipe  Line.'' 

"The  Tidewater  Company?  Does  tliat  compote  witb  your 
company !" 

"Itdow." 

**It  is  in  opposition  to  it  ?" 

"It  is  ill  oppoRilion  to  it,'" 

In  the  same  spirit  he  denied,  in  1883.  that  he  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  company  wliicli  had  reprft«ented  the  oil  trust 
in  this  "swallowing  or  soincthing"  of  tlic!  Tidewater.     This,  . 
tlio  National  Transit  Company,  was  tlic  most  important  niciu-  ] 


*8uAiwl  Tan  Sjckel  v«.  Acme  OU  Cciapan.T,  Supwme  Court  of  Knv  York, 
fklo,  Msjr,  less,  hetarv  JuJg«  Chllils;  Otpoftmou  of  Daviij  McKctrrj. 
I'niiknillouid  OilCitj  Independent' oxu'ii ;  loierttBlv  CcimiDercw  Commlsalon 
ni»iM,  Tul  *.,  pp.  i,  u. 

*rniat*.  New  Tork  Scunii;,  198:3.  p.  5T2. 
'Suae,  pp.  as»-9». 
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ber  of  tlie  trnst.  Under  its  cover,  bj  tneaus  like  tboee  de* 
scribed,  from  New  York  to  West  Virginia  and  Ohio,  almost 
all  the  pipes  for  gathering  nml  distributing  oil  have  Ijecn) 
brought  into  one  owner«liip.  MillioiiK  yc-arly  of  the  earnings 
of  tliis  company  were  pooled  with  all  Iho  others  in  the  trust, 
and  the  president  was  receiving  his  share  of  tlicm  fonr  timis 
&year.  lie  was  the  6olc  attorney'  aatkorized  to&igu  contracts 
for  the  trusteed,  who  thus  held  all  the  combined  companies  in 
a  common  control.  Tliene  Irnstcea,  of  whom  he  was  the  chief, 
not  only  controlled  but  owned  as  their  personal  property 
more  tliaii  half  the  otoclc  of  every  company  represented.  Itnt 
iheiie  facts  were  not  then  known  to  the  pnblic.  It  waa  nut 
intcndetl  that  they  shonhl  lie  known,  as  the  stmggle  to  coa< 
ceal  them  from  thv  'Sow  York  Lcgielatnre  five  years  later — 
in  1888— ehowod. 

"  Have  yoii  any  connection  with  the  National  Transit  Com- 
pany T'  ho  was  asked,  after  taking  the  oath. 

"I  liave  not.'" 

When  the  Tidewater  pacacd  nndcr  this  alien  control,  Mr. ) 
Franklin  B.  Qowcn  severed  all  his  connection  with  it.  He 
did  nut  hold  himself  for  sale  U)  any  man  who  iiad  money  to 
pay  fees.  Up  stood  at  a  iLoight  whcro  the  profession  of  law 
was  immeasurably  abovo  proetitntion  in  tlio  temples  of  JQStioe 
—  the  odions  aspect  in  which  the  sacrifice  of  jmrity  in  the 
ancient  temples  of  Aphrodite  is  reproduced  in  our  courts.  It 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  combine  the  functions 
of  a  great  law  reformer  and  procurer  of  judicial  rirtiie  for 
railroad  corporation  wrccker«.  IIu  never  forgot  what  AOmc 
successful  lawyers  seem  never  to  remember — that  tho  lawyer 
is,  as  much  as  the  jndgo,  an  officer  of  the  coort  and  of  jasticc. 
While  he  lived  lie  was  proud  to  be  recognized  ns  the  chief 
defender  in  tlio  courts  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  it  was. 
sought  to  crush  in  this  iiidnstry,  although  lie  thus  allied 
LInuelf  with  the  poor  and  hca^'y  laden,    lie  conid  have  used 


'TraiU,  Sw  Tork  Scnue,  I8S8,  p.  SU. 
*Tet(uDcraj,  Comen,  N«w  York  Sciwtf,  1»S3,  p.  MS. 
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his  antHnonnpoIy  eloquence  as  an  advertUement  of  his  value 
to  monopot.v;  bnt  lie  would  not  sell  hie  soul  to  fill  liis  stoin-) 
acl..  IIU  licart  revolted  against  the  wicked  cruelty  with 
wlu'cK  ha  Biw  the  strong  misuaa  the  wenU.  nitd  his  pcnctrntiug 
vision  saw  clearU*  the  ruiTi  to  which  overgrown  power  and 
eont)cicncele%3  greed  wen:  iinrryln;:;  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try.  In  his  speech  before  tiie  I'eniiaylTania  Legiolutiire  in. 
J,  advocating  a  law  to  prevent  the  use  of  railway  powcn 
by  milvvny  officials  to  rcdistribntc  the  property  of  the  people 
ftniofig  their  favorltca,  )io  Raid,  Rpcaking  of  what  liad  been 
done  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennnylvunia:  "  If  Ktirh  a  «tatc  of 
facts  as  I  now  call  yniii*  attention  to  hatl  bcun  pennitted  by 
any  government  in  Kurops  or  Asia  for  a  six  months,  instead 
of  the  sixteen  ycnrs  It  hns  existed  in  this  Common  wealth,  the 
crown  and  sceptre  of  its  rtilcr  would  liavo  been  ground  into 
the  dust,  and  yet  the  good,  lionMt,  pntiiint,  long-flufforing  peo- 
ple liavc  euhmittcd  to  it  ir  this  Common  wealth  until  tho  time 
haa  coma  that  if  wo  hold  otir  poaco  the  very  stones  will  cry  out, 
"I  fur  one  iutuiid  to  submit  to  it  no  longer,  You  rnny  say 
it  is  DQwiao  for  mo  to  attack  this  wrong,  hut  I  have  atlackod 
it  before  and  I  will  attack  it  again.  If  I  could  only  throw  off 
the  other  burdens  lliut  rc-»t  upuu  my  shoulders,  I  would  fct-l 
it  to  bo  my  duty  to  preach  resiatance  to  this  great  wrong,  ns 
Peter  the  Hermit  pruaehed  tho  crusade.  I  would  go  through 
this  State  from  l^ke  Erie  to  tlje  Dehiware ;  t  would  go  into 
every  jrart  of  thin  Com nidii wealth  and  endeavor,  hy  tlie  plain 
jTBcital  of  the  facts,  to  raise  up  such  a  feeling  and  such  a  power 
would  miike  itself  heard  and  felt,  and  by  tho  fiiir.  open, 
boneet,  and  proper  enforcement  of  the  law,  right  the  wrong, 
ch  the  guilty  autliora  of  this  infamous  tyranny 

"•Tliat  IruKi  rempmbereil  !ocg  : 
When  cmeA  Ok-Ii-  xlumbcritig  pnaaiiins  walced, 
TIiu  peaceful  are  tlio  etrnng."' 


r.  Gowen  bravely  fulfilled  his  pledge  not  to  eiibrait.    His 

principal  occupation  became  tho  chanipiontiliip  in  the  courts  \ 
«nd  tho  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  of  those  who  were 


oppresned  l»v  tliis  rnisliin^  power^l  His  incorruptiblo  'rmcp 
^_  was  liUvAyn  tri  place,  until  tlio  morning  lie  was  found  dead  in 
^■]ii»  room  in  Wii^liington. 

^K     Tliti  oil  combination  liar],  np  to  tlits  time,  iscnt  all  its  oil 
^'oa&t  by  mil  as  it  bad  no  pipe  line,  nnd  iu  faitlifnl  foots,  tbo 
r»ih'CMirU,  thcroforo  burnwl  tbcir  finyors  wiib  joy  to  Toa«t  tbc 
Tidcwutcr  for  so  good  n  caetomer     Bnt  wbilo  tiic  railroad 
^.  officiaU  were  w*«iing  tbeir  employers'  property  to  destroy  the 
^P  combination's  now  competitor,  iu  astute  inanagera,  SGeiar*  Iiow 
good  A  tiling  pt|ie  lines  were.  ()uietly  bnilt  a  s^-etera  of  their') 
own  to  the  seaboard.    The  milroada  had  helped  them  get  hold 
of  tlio  pipe  tine9— had  In  repeated  catsos,  as  the  Kric,  the  At- 
lantio  and  Groat  Westorn,  tlio  Pennsylvnnia.  the  Cleveland 
and  Marietta   did,  nllouretl   tlit^iu  to  lay  their  ])i]>es  on  the 
lands  of  tbo  railroads— and  were  now  to  see  tlie  pipe  lineal 
^Kwnl   to  replace  the  milroads  in   the   transportation   of  oil./ 
^■Thesc  oil  men  eaw  what  the  railroad  men  had  not  the  wit  to 
^pooo — or  else  lacked  the  virtac  to  Hto  np  to — that  tbe  pipe  line 
^  is  an  oil  railway.     It  rcqiiirefl  no  cars  and  no  locomotives ;  it 
moves  oil  without  risk  of  fire  or  loea;  it  isrerymcich  cheaper 
tliaa  the  ordinary  railway,  for  tiii£  freight  mores  itself  after 
h«ing  lifted  np  by  piimp«.     Tbe  pipe  lino  was  the  «nre  oom- 
pelitor  of  tiie  railway,  fated  to  be  either  its  servant  or  tnaater, 
as  the  niilroad  cho$e  lu  aac  it  or  \os6  iL    Tlie  nitcrays  seali'  \ 
modlatly  hfl{)ed  the  trost  to  gather  these  nvai  transpocta-  / 
tiuti  lLoe»  into  iu  htaadi ;  then  the  traet,  vitb  tJic  real  gcfilsa 
of  eonqnest,  throw  the  railroads  to  one  side.     A  system  of 
trunk -lino  pipw  was  at  once  pushed  vigoroQsty  to  eot»pl»^ 
tiuQ  in  all  dinsotiomi.     White  tiie  members  of  tbo  oil  trust 
wcTD  haildtng  those  fupe  lines  to  lake  away  the  oil  baatDess  of 
y'thoraitrowts,  tbe  officials  of  tlw  Utter  irere  giving  tlioni  by  i^>' 
Itttes  tbo  monvr  to  i]o  it  witlu     At  tbe  expense  of  tbcir  own 
employers,  tbo  owt»rs  of  the  raUroadB*  tbese  fnight  agents 
Mid  iTHienl  ittU3dig«n  prtMoled  t«  tbe  noaopoly,  oat  of  tbc 
fr^lbt  wntnge  of  Um  i^  bwEness,  tba  money  with  wbicb  to 
boild  tho  pipe  lines  tbat  would  ikstroy  tbil  brandi  of  tbe 
iMnlnon  of  tbo  nwiW. 
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It  was  tlio  TitJewAtcr  tlmt  proved  tlie  feasibility  of  trunk 
pipe  lines.  Tlie  trntik  pipe  lines  the  combination  lias  Unilt 
vrcTfi  ill  iniitatiuii.  Extraor(!iiiary  piiiiis  Iiavs  Iwcn  taken  to 
supliislicatc  piiliUc  upiriiun  uitli  regur^l  to  all  tlien.'  iimtteK — ■ 
for  tho  iffnor^nce  of  the  piiMiK  m  the  real  capital  of  nionoiKil^*^ 
— And  with  great  biiccc^h.  Tho  Jiistory  »u  have  trjiiiscribcii 
Imin  tlip  pnblic  rccortlis  is  roliacd  by  utiu  uf  the  cuiuLiinution 
into  tliu  followiag  illutniuaut: 

'* About  tST9  or  1880  it  wa$  diicoverod  tliat  milwnv*  wcrol 
inadcqnntQ  to  the  task  of  getting  oil  to  tbe  BijaWanl  hk  rapitilyJ 
•B  DvcJed.  Combined  capital  and  energy  vera  i.<qnal  to  the 
eitK-rgpoey.  No  need  to  detail  liow  it  wns  done.  T<i-day 
tlwrc  reaches."' etc.,  etf.  It  must  have  buen  on  boiih;  snch 
■nthorlty  that  this,  from  one  of  o«r  leading  relipious  jonrnala, 
#a»  fonndcd:  "Only  byencli  union"— of  the  rcfint-rs^" could 
pipe  lines  have  been  laid  from  tlie  oil  welU  to  tlw  tide-water, 
rcdnciug  to  the  smalleet  amount  the  cost  of  traiigportaiion."' 
An  aoetnint  of  tho  pipe-line  sj-etum  in  the  New  York  Sun.,  of 
Dw^mlter  14-,  18S",  dest-ribing  tht:  opt-ratiung  of  the  jtrtmt 
pnuips  that  force  the  oil  through  tlie  pipes,  says ;  "  Every  time 
the  piston  of  the  engine  jMSSca  forward  and  back  a  biiri-el  of 
oil  is  firnt  eciiward.  A  barrel  of  oil  ia  forced  on  its  way  every 
seven  seconds  of  every  hour  of  the  twcnty-fonr.  Every  pul- 
aation  of  the  <;tf»antie  pumps  that  are  ttinjlibintj  reasele&gly 
day  and  night  h  knou'ii  and  nnnibcri>d  at  hr.-uhjnnrters  in 
Kuw  York  at  tho  close  of  each  day's  bmsine-sn."  Ttiit*  heart 
of  a  inachlne,  heating  at  the  lietuliinarters  in  New  York,  and 
^nnnibering  its  beats  day  and  night,  stands  for  tlioiieande  of 
ItcartA  whose  throbs  of  hope  liavo  been  transmuted  into  thia 
'  metallic  enbetilnle.  Tiiis  heart  counts  out  a  gold  dollar  for 
every  (Inip  <)f  blood  that  nsed  to  rnn  through  tho  livinj; 
brcosla  of  the  men  who  divined,  projected,  accomplished,  and 
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CHAPTER   X 
0H8APEXINO   TBANSPORTATIOX 

Thbouoh  all  tlio  tatiglo  of  this  piping  nud  dancing  one 
thread  runs  olciar.  Tim  oil  comliiimlion  liud  up  to  this  time 
been  dvpetiilBiit  on  the  rnilrtiKdH  fur  transpni-tation,  hut  it 
emerged  out  of  the  fntcati  the  pt'iitci|)iil  transporter  of  oil, 
made  eu  l>y  tlie  RiiU-uude.  It  now  Imd  two  trunk  pipo  lines 
to  the  Bcn-coAat — the  oiio  it  had  cotK^ucrcd  and  tlic  onu  Jt  hai 
built— and  tiic  railrond»  had  made  it  a  prc»cnt  of  both  of 
tbom. 

The  Tidewntor — tlic  firet  Bcstboard  pipo  line — hud  becii 
bnllt  only  because  liic  rennsjlvania  nnd  other  trunk  lines 
Imd  said  "  no"  to  erery  cntresity  and  demand  of  the  oil  regions 
for  a  road  to  tho  &e.i.  That  lino  the  rallroade  li^d  cotiiiucred 
for  tho  combination,  as  thoy  conquered  for  it  tlic  pipo  lines 
of  the  Pennsylvania  liailroad  in  1S77.  Tito  second  seaboard 
pipo  lino  WAS  bnilt  by  the  ooiiihination  with  tho  railroads* 
money  to  take  away  tlie  railroads*  biisinuKii,  nnd  l>est — or  worst 
— of  all,  while  the  railroadH  wem  hard  at  work  drivinf;  IhoTido- 
walcr  into  its  net.  Btivh  is  the  business  gonins  of  our  "rail-j 
road  kings," 

This  campaign  closed,  the  duty  of  tho  hour  for  tho  oil  ring 
was  to  get  rales  ad'fflnccd  by  rail  as  well  as  pipe. 

"  Then  tliey" — the  pi|)o  lines  —  •*  were  niixiouB  tn  get  good 
payiiij*  rates,"*  so  that  they  eotild  make  a  good  thing  out  of 
the  business  of  their  own  pipe  and  of  the  Tidewater  whicb 
they  had  guaranteed  $500,000  a  year.     Tho  advent  of  tho 
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independent  Tidewater  liad  bronglit  rates  down.     Tiic  rcsto-) 
ration  of  ciclusivo  control  by  its  capture  put  rates  up.    Kut  it 
iras  not  cnongh  (or  t!ie  oil  combinnlinii  to  advnnoc  their  own? 

•Jutoe.     It  miiBt  indiiee  t!ie  railroiids  to  do  the  eame.     Tlio 
railnwids  Iiad  fiiniislied  the  tiif>xn$  for  tlie  ncqiiisition  of  botli 
pipes,  and  Uioy  must  unw  Uc  got  to  drive  business  awajr  fromj 
UicniRcU'ce  to  ttic«e  i^nnipi'liii^  nil  railways.    Tliis  would  scorn 
bo  a  delicate  matter  to  ucliiuvc,  but  tliero  was  no  trouUIo 

'ftbont  it. 

"  It  ifl  onr  pleasure  to  try  to  make  oil  cheap," '  llie  prcei- 
dent  of  tlio  oil  trust  told  Coiigres*,  but  it  did  nut  iieo  its  now 
/acElities  to  ixko  in  Imnd  at  reduc'(<d  t-ofil  tlie  uarriago  of  :dl 
oil,  arul  yive  tlie  Industry  the  eeonoinie  udvmUagc  of  llie 
pipe-line  idua.     Quite  the  contrary.     It  united  witli  tlic  rnll- 

,  ruadtt  lu  increase  tlic  cost.  Undtir  tliis  new  blow  the  inde- 
pondcnt  refiners  nnd  producers  whom  the  Tidewater  had  bceu 
built  to  keep  iiHiwt  [^rmiiided  again.  Tiicn  the  railroads — 
tlio  PennsylvAnia  eirpecially — rtiptiiitcd  uf  what  lliey  had  douo 
to  these  their  oldest  custoinei's,  iirid  sent  ainbiuisadorH  tu  tlietii 
to  renew  the  brfiljcn  promises  of  1872,  that  if  they  would  re- 
build tliey  shotild  forevt;r  hiivo  e<i^iial  rates  and  fair  treatment. 
One  of  the  Iiij;hc£t  otHcials  of  the  Pennsylvania  was  eerit  to 
ihcm  to  say  :  We  recognize  our  error  in  permitting  your  ro- 
fincrictt  to  be  abandoned  »nd  tlic  traffic  destroyed.  We  wieU 
to  biiitd  up  »nd  maintain  independent  refining  in  tho  oil 
l^iotis.  Wo  will  give  you  every  encouragement.  We  will 
Insure  yoii  equal  r.ites,  on  whicli  you  can  ship  and  live.' 

These  invitations  and  »iiur.")Tilee8  were  repeated  nud  pressed. 
They  were  renewed  by  tho  ofHciaU  of  the  Erie  also :  "  You 
need  have  no  heeilnliun  in  btiildini;  up  yaur  bu^inese,"  eaid 
the  offirialti  of  the  Erie;  "yon  sIihU  have  living  rates."* 

The    independents    1isti?ned    and    hylieved.      They  rebuilt^ 
tlicir  workfi  and  prospered.*     This  uiuant  the  return  of  cheA)>- 
ncss — cbcapnces  of  transportation  over  tho   railroads,  to  en- 

■Tmimgaj,  Trusts,  Congrmn.  1S88,  p.  Wi. 
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able  tho  refiners  they  Had  invited  back  U>  life  to  compete  in 
tlic  mirkct — cheapness  of  light.  Thereupon,  iucrodiUte  as  it 
dccinK^  tlio  PcDDKylvaiiia  and  the  other  railroads  wero  inlln- 
cnccd  to  dcclnrc  war  again  upon  the  men  who  had  rciiivceledj 

Itficir  money  and  their  life  energy  in  rc«poD&o  to  tlieso  solici* 
tatiofi«-     This  new  war  bo^fan  with  n  secret  contract,  in  lg85js 
for  »n  advance  in  rates  against  the  independent  rctincrg,  uho, 
in  truetfnl  reliance  on  tLe  pledged  faitli  of  the  railroads,  had 
developed  their  capacity  to  2,000,000  barrels  a  year.' 

This  campaign  has  lasted  from  1885  until  the  present  writ- 
ing, 1801.  In  it  tho  pipe  lines,  tlio  oil  cotntinalion,  the 
Pcnnsylrania  liaih'oad,  and  all  tbo  othci*  great  carrici'S  be- 
tween tho  ind(!peiidcnts  and  tbcir  murkvle  in  New  ICrigUndf 
Cnrupu,  and  Aeia,  have  been  mobilized  into  a  tiglitinj;  corps' 
^  for  the  annibilatidu  of  the  independents.  This  case  illustrates 
nearly  every  phase  of  tho  slory  of  our  great  monopoly :  dear- 
iicKS  instead  of  clicafines«;  willln^iicNi  of  the  managers  of 
transportation  to  deny  transportation  to  wholo  trades  nnd 
sections;  admiiiieti'atioD  of  great  properties  like  tho  I'enn- 
Bylvnnia  Kailroad  in  direct  opposition  to  tho  intorcsts  of 
the  owners  —  to  their  great  loss  —  for  the  bcnetlt  of  favor- 
ites of  the  officials;  great  wealth  thereby  procured  by  do- 
structio[i,  as  if  by  physical  force,  of  wealtli  of  others,  nut  at 
alt  by  creation  of  new  wealth  to  be  added  to  the  general 
Etoro;  impossibility  of  survival  in  modern  bnsitjc^  of  men 
who  arc  merely  honest,  hard -working;,  cotiipctcut,  cveu  thuugli 
''they  liavo  ekill,  cspilnl,  and  customers j  subjection  of  the 
majority  of  eitizena  and  dollars  to  a  small  minority  in  nnm- 
bent  and  riches ;  enbserviuuce  of  nilera  of  the  people  to  a 
faction;  last  and  most  disheartening,  the  impotence  of  thai 
filiccinl  tribunal  crcutcd  to  enforce  tlio  rights  of  the  people  on 
their  higtiways. 

Thin  secret  contract  of  1SS5  was  thus  described   by  the 
coiinncl  of  tlie  refiners  before  the  Iiitei'state  Commerce  Conv-j 
mission  :    ''  It  is  n  contract,"  ho  said,  "  so  vicious  and  illegal 


■  T«>tini>n;,  TitiuvUlo  wi  Oil  Otj  InikpradmU'  < 


,  p.  17. 


JT  UJGHT  IXClUillSATS  VS 


131 


tbat  tUo  rciiMylTania  Railroad  refuses  to  bring  it  into  cour^ 
for  fear  a  disclosure  of  its  tcrme  niiglit  subject  it  to  a  uriiiii- 
naX  prosecution." 

The  coDrts  Iiave  never  been  allowed  to  eee  it,  but  its  pro- 
Tisiuna  arc  known.  Some  of  tliem  were  admitted  before  (lie 
Intcritalo  Commcree  Commission  to  be  what  was  cbargccJ, 
and  otbers  were  described  on  the  trial  by  tlie  counsel  of  tlio 
indc[>c»dcnt8  from  pei-aonal  knowleJjje.  By  this  con liact  tho 
railroad  and  tlie  oil  combination  buniid  IhcniDolres  to  advarico  f 
rat(«.  and  to  keej*  them  tlie  panic  by  pipe  and  rail.  In  ro- 
turn  for  this  pledge  by  tlie  railroad  not  lo  compete  it  was 
gnarantced  uiiOHiuarter  —  20  pt:r  cent. — of  the  oil  Lu&iiieBftl 
til  tlio  seaboard.  Ttio  Pennsylvania  Itjiilroad  made  no  actcinpt 
to  deny  tliat  it  iiad  iiiikdu  liiis  euntra<:t.  It  admitted  tiiat  it 
had  an  arrangemeDt" substantially  the  same  aa  stated.*' ' 

Tlie  combination  was  tlio  lar»0Bt  eliippcr  of  oil,  and  yet  it  ^ 
wanted  frei;:lit  mtus  advuiieed.  It  bad  pipo  lines  wliicli  wjidd 
e&sily  take  lu  tlie  seaboard  all  tlio  oil  (li;tt  went  lliitlier,  and 
ret  it  gave  up  a  lar^^e  part  of  tlic  business  to  llic  Pennsylvania 
Itiilroad.  Tlie  Peiiubylvania  Kailroad  knew  that  tliu  pipe 
line  was  u  cumpetitoi-  for  the  airriau^o  of  oil,  and  yet  al- 
lowed it  to  dictate  ati  arrangement  by  wliicli  tlie  railroiid  got 
only  ono-qiiarler  o£  tlie  liu.'iiiie».«,  und  signed  awny  its  rights 
tci  win  a  larger  share  if  it  eunld. 

Tlie  railroad  had  perMiaded  the  independent  roSnere  to  sot> 
tie  aloiift  its  line  by  Hcdecnnly  pi-oiiiisiTij;  theni  fair  and  living 
rate*,  and  yet  now  put  its  curpornto  seal  to  an  agreement  to 
moke  those  rates  whatever  their  ODomy  wanted  tlicrii  to  bi;. 
Sm;!i  was  its  honor.  As  for  iis  slircwdnoss,  that  had  at  loal-' 
brought  it  to  this  buioiliation  in  a  business  whei-c  it  li.id  once 
been  uliief,  of  eunfining  itself  to  IImb  in&igiiiJicant  quarter  of 
a  rMtrictt'd  traffic  inate-id  of  a  competitive  share  of  a  traffic 
enlarged  by  freedom  to  the  widest  corrcspondcneo  to  the 
want*  of  the  people.     TIio  maetery  of  tlie  railroad  men  by 
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tlic  oil  people  was  tliorongli.  The  Istter  did  not  flgi-L-c  to  give 
the  railroad  one-quarter  vt  their  biisincsit.  Not  iit  all.  All 
the  traffic  thnt  CAiiic  of  itself  to  tlie  railroad,  or  wliicli  ile 
freight  solieitors  drnmmcd  up,  mast  be  put  to  theeredit  of  the 
giwniiitee.  AU  tlint  whs  proinistnl  tlit-  railroad  uiui  that  it« 
total  should  iimniiiiC  to  one-quarter  «f  the  whole  traffic.  All 
the  rest  the  otL  cotnbiiiiLtioii  kept  for  itself- 

The  contract  went  at  oiii:c  into  vigomiiH  opnration.  Freight  ^M 
rates  to  tlio  fioaboard,  wliicli  hud  buun  34  uunts,  and,  as  was^H 
proved  before  the  lateretutc  Conimcrco  Coiimiission,  were 
profitable,  were  ad'Tanccd  to  Tia  ecnta  n  barrel — nii  iiicreaeo 
of  oiio-half.  TLo  railrond  and  the  pipe  line  inade  tlio  mho  in 
eoncort,  as  had  been  agreed,  and  when  the  rates  were  chaii<;ed 
again  it  was  to  still  higiier  figiirea.  Why  should  tho  fUqiie, 
which  had  its  principal  ndiiicries  at  the  seaboard — to  wlilch 
it  lind  to  transport  lucgv  qiiiuititics  of  oil — echumo  in  thiti  way 
to  ruiso  tho  rates  of  transportation?  Beoiuso  it  pnld  this  cx- 
ceeeive  rate  on.  only  a  email  part  of  its  own  ehiprncuts,  and 
coinpoiled  its  riviilg  to  pay  it  on  nil  oE  theirs.  Tho  indepon- 
detitu  had  no  ]>ipo  linoof  thotr  own,  but  thoooinbinalion  soiit 
its  own  oil  enfit  by  ilfi  own  pipo  lino,  excepting  only  the  qiian- 
lity  it  needed  to  add  to  tlic  shipinents  over  the  Pennsylvania 
to  iiniku  good  it«  guarantco  to  that  railroad  of  one-quarter  of 
the  tnitiic. 

The  cost  of  the  pIpe-Huc  service  to  its  ownora  is  rcry  amall, 
TVIien  the  manager  of  the  pipe  linos  wns  heforc  tho  Tnter> 
state  Comrnerui!  Coinmiiision  the  liiwyers  of  the  railroads,  as 
zealons  for  the  oil  combination,  thoiigli  it  was  not  a  party  in 
tlic  case,  as  for  their  own  clients,  fonglit  llirough  eleven  pages 
of  argnnient  against  having  him  rompelird  to  toll  the  cost  of 
pumping  oil  through  the  pipe  to  the  iseahoard;  and  when 
the  Commission  finally  said,  "Go  on,"  nil  tlio  gonend  man- 
ager of  the  pipe  linos  liad  to  say  vras,  "I  do  not  bolie^'e  that 
it  is  poBsible  to  kuow."* 

Finally,  ho  was  cornered  into  an  estimate  that  the  cost 
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of  painpingnras  G  or  7  cents  a  bnrrcl.  Ilia  questioner,  wlio 
liAd  been  the  organiser  ami  inaimgurof  a  great  pipe  line — the 
Tidewater — know  that  oil  hnd  Uoeii  pumped  tlirouicU  f<>r  4 
cents  a  Inrrel,  but  ho  coqM  not  get  UU  witness,  who,  no  doubt, 
ha(i  done  it  still  cheaper,  to  niluiit  an^-lliiiig  of  the  kin(3.  ^ 
_  Thti  net  effect  of  this  pool  with  the  niilroad  was  tlial  th^ 
oil  combination  succeeded  in  niiiking  itii  rivalii  pay  64  cunts 
a  barrel  to  readi  the  Kjst  and  th.e  fteahoard,  while  it  puid 
only  10' — except  on  the  traffic  guaranteed  tlie  I'emis.vlvunia 
Railroad — n  difference  ngAinst  I'ompeLitiun  of  48  cents  a  bar- 
rel, a  dilTerenco  not  for  ehcikpticKi^  <  "It  only  costs  the  pipe 
line  7  cents,*'  tho  independents  explained  to  the  Interscato 
Commerce  Commission,  ''and  the  ptibliiilied  rate  i852.  Tliej 
arc  willing  to  |>ay  £2  or  even  TO  cents  on  some  of  their 
product  if  they  r^n  niaku  tho  other  {icoplo  jxiy  52  npon  the 
vholo  of  theirg." 

So  rnucii  of  tiic  contract  ns  wo  hai-c  referred  to  was  ad- 
mitted. Why  wa^  it,  then,  the  connsel  for  the  railroad  fought 
against  showing  it,  even  to  the  point  of  pltjnding  that  it  might 
incriminate  iiis  client?*  It  was  asserted,  as  of  hi»  perstmal 
knowledge,  by  the  connsel  of  the  independents  that  tiiia  w.i3 
becaase  another  part  of  the  bargain  gara  the  proof  timt  the 
rates  which  had  bocn  made  under  the  iigroement  to  put  them 
np  and  keep  tlieni  up  were  extortiotiate;  that  by  :i  hurgnir 
witliit)  the  hargntii  tho  oil  combination  carried  oil  f<>i>  ihe 
rallnjud  for  the  '2S0  miles  for  which  they  ran  ])raett(?:illy  niile 
by  side,  and  fur  this  chargt-J  it  only  ti  cciit»  a  barrel.  Ttie 
public,  shipping  cither  by  the  railroad  or  by  the  pipo  line, 
lad  to  pay  52  cents  a  barrel  fur  5LIU  miles;  bnt  hy  tliis  ar- 
^tODgcincnt  between  tliemsclves  the  two  carriera  would  do 
btl«iiH>8g  at  8  cents  a  barrel  for  SSO  rntlcs,  at  which  rate  tho 
liat^  to  tho  pnblic  to  the  SGnbonrd  should  have  been  not 
Rite  15  cents  instead  of  52  cents. 

The  statement  was  aUo  niado  tiist  the  oil  combination,  in* 
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stead  of  giving  tho  railroads  tlio  busiiioes  it  has  griamiitOGd 
tlieni.  innlcos  its  obligation  good  by  tiiniin}»otfer  to  l!i(-'m  jieri- 
odicallj'  a  check  for  the  protits  they  would  have  huJ  uti  haul, 
iiig  tli&t  amount  of  trnfHc.  As  the  £:nnrantee  wua  made  ns  u 
consideration  for  the  maintcnatice  of  liigii  fieifjlit  nites.  such n 
payiiieiit  by  it  would  amount,  in  cold  fact,  to  paying  those  in 
char^  of  the  liigliways  »  large  bribe  to  deny  tl)t>  luo  of  tbcm 
to  till?  ]>eu|>le, 

Tliia  duclaration  of  the  proviitions  of  the  hnrgnin  wns  made 
by  ihii^connncl  for  the  rL'tiricnt  seeking  rulief  frcni  the  Inter* 
\«tate  Coiiniiurco  Ooinmisnion.  In  htR  argnincnt  dt>nitiiuling 
the  production  of  the  dociiinciit  lie  Euid:  "I  liavu  Imd  it  in 
tnj  hand  and  i-«ad  every  word  of  it,  and  know  uxaetlj  what 
it  coniiiiii*!."' 

Tlio  8liar|)p£t  legal  Ktriiggla  of  t)io  cnee  was  made  on  tbo  de- 
mand that  thi«  paper  be  prudticed.  Tito  Coiniiiission  decided 
that  it  was  "wholly  iniiiiatcri;il,''  allhoiigli  ihc  chairman  had 
previously  said :  '•  It  seems  to  iis  that  we  cainiut  exclude  this 
evidence.*^  It  vtta  a  doomnent  calahlishinj;  iutcrfctato  nitea, 
an<l  tlieee  are  rcqaired  by  law  to  be  piiblialicd.arid  the  Com- 
niii^ioii  Imd  always  before  tliid  been  liberal  in  eompcllin^  tho 
production  of  papers  which  related  to  the  middng  of  rates.'] 
Tho  Cuminisaioii  had  shortly  before  been  threatened  in  tliis 
case  by  the  comixcl  for  the  Pennsyh-ania  Itailroad  with  ex- 
tinction  if  it  iiibl»ted  upon  cvideiirc  of  the  cost  of  piping  oil 
vrhiali  tho  o.il  combination  refused  Ut  pive. 

"It  is  poa«ible  that  tho  powers  of  tiiis  CotniuiG&ion  may  be 
tested,*"  bullied  tho  counsel  of  tho  railroad.  The  iitetnbera 
of  the  Commission  huiglied  ostcntntionsly,  but,  for  whatt-vei* 
reason,  tlicy  gave  the  powerful  corporations  on  trial  no  c»use 
thereafter  to  *'  test  their  powers,"  which  have  slept  while  jus- 
tice tarried,  and  the  victims  of  this  "  contract "  were  kefit  un- 
der its  harrow  for  three  long  years  mure,  where  they  still  lie. 

Tho  tax  levied  upon  tho  consumera  of  oil  by  this  agree- 
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lont  for  liigli  freights  nmoniits  to  iiiilUoQa  a  year.  This 
'^ngrcctoent  is  at  tliis  writing  still  in  force.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  tbtit  eitnilar  .iiTangetiieiit'!  exist  witii  tlic  other  trunk- 
linos.  TliD  result  is  tli«  surprising  fact,  tliiit  "oil  rates  arot,— 
very  mach  liiglier  tlian  tliej  were  twelve  yifars  ago,  and  when| 
there  was  no  pipe-lino  competition!"'  Tliis  isi  true  also  in 
the  field  of  local  pipoagc — tlio  tniiiBportsition  of  tiio  oil  from 
tlio  wolU  to  rcliiicnca  and  railroniii;.  Under  the  ciiptioti  oE 
"cbeapeain*;  trAneportntion"  tlic  counsel  of  the  oil  trust  eaid, 
before  the  New  York  Legislature  in  iSSS ;  "In  1S73  the  pipe- 
lino  ^ystoin  was  in  its  infnncj'.  A  number  uf  lucitl  lines  ex- 
Utcd.  Tbeii*  service  was  inefficient  iind  expciisivu.  Tiicro 
wilh  no  nnifurm  rate.  The  united  retiticrs  iindertouk  to  unite 
and  tiyst&mhc  tlii«  bneineea.  TItey  pnrebA&ed  nnd  conaoli- 
dstcd  the  various  little  companies  into  wii;it  wa^  '('ng  known 
aa  the  United  Tipe  Line  System.  The  first  effect  of  this  coin- 
bitialton  wub  a  reduction  uf  prii-u  of  all  loeal  tr.insportation  to 
a  niiirnrin  rate  of  at  llrst  30,  and  soon  »fter  2L>  cents  per 
barrel."' 

"The  united  refiners"  iind  "to  unite  and  syeteniize"  are 
smuotii  phrased,  full  of  tlio  iinution  of  good- fcilowghip  and 
political  economy.  When  the  ''nnitod  refiners"  took  pos- 
Kssiun  of  the  pipe  lines  wliicli  Imd  been  forced  into  bank- 
rnptcy  or  "co^peratiun,"  they  did  not  rediieo  rates — tliey 
odviiuoed  tliGin.  "Tlio  nniform  rato  of  20  eeiits,"  for  in- 
alanoe,  is  an  advance  of  300  per  cent,  on  the  rate  of  5 
cents  made  by  the  trust's  pipe-line  syMutn  during  the  war 
with  the  Tidewater,  and  over  the  similar  rutcH  nmde  during 
Uio  earlier  pipe-line  competition.'  The  nominal  rate,  Con- 
gresB  learned  "from  one  of  the  oil -country  men,  was  30 
cents  for  that  service,  but  by  ct>mpetiti»n  the  actual  rate  was 
down  to  5  or  10  cents,  "  Tliey  consolidated  and  placed  it 
at  SO  cents,  und  it  lias  remained  at  20  ceiits^  I  think,  siiice 


^)  Xutoiiat  <KI  ContpnuT,  LimiUd,  U>  Intorauie  Caomorca  CammiMion,  iluth 
IKM. 

*  CmMtialioiKi  r  7Vt>  T'oei  tiu/  Abirtet,  br  &  C.  T.  Dodd,  \x  SO. 
■SewTofkAiMJijL.I>'-Uopbiini"'Kepovt,  1879,  pL  3038. 
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Uio  ycAr  1S76.  ,  ,  .  Tlio  wliulo  procctss  of  tniDEportation 
lifls  been  cheapened.  Pipe  tliit  cost  45  ccnta  a  foot  Una 
in  timt  time  bcwri  got  for  10  cents.  Tlie  quality  of  tlie 
pipe  was  itnpi-ovcd,  so  tImt  tliere  ia  not  the  leaUago  or  llio 
waBtago.  There  are  all  thiwe  itiiprovoments  and  iiivcntioDB 
that  Imve  clieapencd  it.  \V«  juy  tlie  sanio  now  as  we  did  fif- 
teen yv.Hn  ago.  Wo  h[ivB  rwdiiced  t!ie  cnat  of  onr  wells  at 
lcft$t  50  per  cent.  Tlicy  liftvo  reduced  nolliing."  '  From 
other  eonrcce,  onco  in  a  while,  facts  have  como  to  light  eliow- 
ing  liow  mnch  k'ss  tlmo  clioiip  the  IocaI  cliarjje  of  20  cunls 
a  barrul  Ib.  Kop  iiietaiiee,  it  was  elioivii  before  (Joiijijresa  tluit 
a  line  whieli,  with  iti  feeders,  htid  tifty  inile^  of  pipe,  and 
cost  $70,000,  made  a  elcar  prulil  iii  Its  lii-st  six  nionrhs  of 
^t],000,  charging  sotnctimee  lc«8  thAti  tliia  rate  of  20  cents 
A  htirrcl.' 

It  is  iiiiposjibtc  to  coiiiputu  hov  inucli  the  defeat  of  legisla- 
tion ti>  pegtiLite  charge!!,  or  to  allow  the  constnictloTt  of  coin- 
'poting  lines  hna  «oftt  the  people.  The  liurdiek  Bill  alone,  to 
ngnlato  prii-os  of  pipenge  and  storage  in  I'ennsyKania,  it 
WDs  calcuhttL'd  by  conservative  men,  would  have  Kired  at  least 
<I4,000,000  ft  year.  The  killing  of  it  whh  in  the  interest  of 
keeping  np  the  hi,^h  prices  of  tlie  pipe  lines,  wliicli  finutly 
reel  in  the  price  of  oil. 

When  tho  combination  ^ot  po^eesion  of  the  pipe  line  to 
BaSulo,  which  others  hiid  bnilt  iti  fipito  of  every  Dbxtada  it 
could  interpose,  it  raised  the  rateH  of  pipeago  to  2.~>  cents 
a  barrel  fixnn  10  centa,*  aiul  hr  iuippcncU  in  Pennsylvania 
ill  18S5,  the  railroads  to  Bulfalo  in  1S82  raisod  their  rates 
siinultancoufity  with  the  pipe  line.  Pittshnr;^  had  tho  same 
experience,  Wlicn  ita  independent  pipe  lino  was  "nnited 
and  evstoniizod"  by  being  torn  «p  and  converted  into  "old 
ipon/'na  the  Viee-Preeidont  of  the  Pennsylvania  R-nilpiiad  had 
told  its  proJectorB  it  would  be,  tlie  rates  of  transportation  for 
oil  went  u|».*    The  same  thing  happened  at  Cleveland.    At 


'  TctUnoDT,  TrusU,  CoBgraM,  te&8,  [>.  71, 

•  Same,  [i.  4!*. 

*  Tht  /^i/irajp*  aiut  li*  HipuUie,  bf  J.  F.  Iliidaoii,  p.  63. 
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llie  rate  at  wliicli  tlie  Lake  Shore  road  carries  oil  from  Oleve- 
land  to  Cbicngo  —  357  miles  for  38  cents  n  barrel — it  should 
charge  less  than  15  cents  for  the  HO  miles  between  Oil  City 
and  Cleveland  ;  but  as  late  as  18SS  it  charged  25  cetite.  Why  i 
The  eBect  of  the  railroad  cliar^^o  is  tliat  littlo  oil  comes  by  rail 
to  Cleveland  from  tho  oil  rcgioiie;  it  gooe  by  the  pipe  liiie  of 
those  wliom  the  I^«  Shore  biia  been  "  proteetiiig  "  ever  since 
the  South  Iinpruveinerit  contract  of  1372.  There  have  been 
3,000,000  harrela  of  this  buaioeas  yearly.  The  railroad  affi- 
eiaU  escrcisc  their  powers  to  drive  traffic  from  the  nulroai]  to 
a  competing  line.  "Why  t  We  can  ecc  why  the  coinbinalion, 
whieli,  by  the  powession  of  this  pipe  line,  ia  a  compclilor  of 
the  Lake  Shore,  should  desire  meh  an  arrangement ;  but  it 
«xiit»  by  the  net  of  the  Lalce  Sliore  Railrond.  Whyt  The 
theories  of  self-interest  wonld  lead  one  to  expect  that  the 
stockholders  of  the  road  would  lind  out  why,' 

The  pipe  lines  are  the  largest  single  item  in  the  property 
of  tho  oil  combination.    Here  its  control  has  been  the  most 
complete:  and  here  the  reduction  of  price  has  been  lea&t./ 
This  U  a  telltale  fact,  soon  told  and  soon  understood. 


•See  pp.  SD- TO. 
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Genics  conlil  take  so  iinspflalcable  ii  thing  ns  a  eliirt  anil 
sing  it  into  nil  iininortal  song,  hut  a  barrel— and  an  oil-barrvl, 
gKosy  and  ili-snmlling — oven  genius  could  do  notliinjj  with 
that.  But  tlio  burrcl  ylayB  n  leading  nMo  in  tlie  drama  of  the 
great  monopoly.  OiU  of  it  have  down  sliapcs  of  evil  that 
have  infected  piivntc  fortnncs,  tlic  prosperity  of  more  than 
one  indiistrv,  the  fiduciary  Iionor  of  great  men,  tho  faitlifiil- 
nots  of  the  Government  to  its  citizens.  I'erhitps  a  ]>ftrt  of 
what  genius  could  do  for  the  shirt— force  a  hearing  for  tho 
wronged  —  may  bo  done  for  this  homely  vessel  of  the  strng- 
glin^  independent  by  the  kindly  solicitude  of  tho  people  to 
learn  every  secret  epriiig  of  tho  ruin  of  their  brothers. 

The  market — the  barrt-l  that  went  to  market — the  freight 
rale  that  Gtu[ipcd  the  barrul  that  went  to  market — the  niihvay 
king  wlio  made  the  ratt>  that  stopped  Uie  barrel  that  went  to 
market  —the  greater  king  who  wliiapcreU  behind  to  the  rail- 
vay  king  to  make  the  rutc  that  stopped  the  barrel  that  went 
to  market— this  is  the  honac  that  Jack  unbuilt. 
I-  Such  is  the  enpcriority  of  a  simple  bueincsfl  organiration, 
where  **  evolution  "  Ims  nut  uarricd  the  dctailfl  of  the  industry 
out  of  eight  of  tliG  owner,  and  wlicro  the  master  and  man, 
buyer  and  seller,  are  in  tunch,  that  the  independent  refiners 
could  overcome  the  tax  imposed  on  them  by  tliis  pooling  of 
thu  pipe  line  and  the  railroads,  and  not  only  eiirvivo  but  i>ras- 
por  moderately.  During  the  three  years — from  ISS5  to  19S8 — 
following  tlio  first  Attack  tipon  thctn  under  tho  contract  jugt 
described,  they  ^tate,  in  their  appeal  to  the  Intergtato  Com- 
merce Commission  iu  188S,  they  were  ''oasbled  by  ihcir  ad- 
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▼antagcs  in  tlie  local  marlccU  to  keep  tip,  in&iiiUin.  and  cvon 
increasQ  their  bnunem." '  Tliese  "ouUklurs"  xliippcd  thoir 
oil  lurgeljf  in  bnrreU  becntisu  tlic  tnirilC'linu!^  fi:iil  iiiaclo  it  xs 
nearly  irupoeeible  aa  they  could  for  them  to  ttliip  in  tatik-cnrs. 
They,  liko  ail  in  tlio  trade,  could  not  live  vrithout  aeccM  to 
tilt-  European  market.  Owt  of  every  liundred  barrels  of  vari- 
ous kinds  of  products  from  tho  didtillatioo  of  petroleitin,  forty 
lire  of  an  illdininating  oil  nut  ^ood  ciioiigli  to  l)o  burned  in 
this  country.  It  timet  bo  sold  in  Europe  or  not  sold  >it  all  \ 
And  a  manufactnrer  vbo  cannot  get  rid  of  40  per  cent,  of 
his  prodnct  inwet  give  np  nianufacltiniig.  To  destroy  tlio 
barrel  method  of  shipment  would  desti-oy  tlioac  m-Iio  could  uso*^ 
no  other;  and  to  close  their  outlet  to  Karopo  vould  make  it 
inipoesibic  for  tbcin  to  contiinio  to  ninnufnctiirQ  for  tho  homo 
•apply.  L  The  barrel  was  llie  only  life-raft  left  to  tlio  sinking 
independent.  ' 

Tiiey  wlioliad  planned  the  secret  pool  of  1SS5  between  th»^ 
pipe  Hue  and  tlio  railronilH,  and  the  further  ndvaiicc  of  rnteft 
by  botb  iiilSSS,  now  called  npon  the  railronds  to  deliver  a 
final  stroke  aj»niiist  tlio  independent^,'  The  railroads,  when  di- 
rected in  provionsyeni^tosiiy  "'no  "to  applications  for  tniiispor- 
tatioD,  and  "no"  to  those  who  wanted  the  right  to  pat  their 
own  tank-cars  on  the  road,  had  obeyed  ;  they  obeyed  again.  '■'^ 

A  prcleit  for  tlie  eoppreaaion of  Uie  Iwfrei  was  easily  fuuitd.^ 
It  wns  a  poor  one,  but  poor  pretexts  are  bcttcv  tbnii  none. 
When  the  fnturo  "trnstece"  of  the  "light  of  llio  world" 
were  doing  n  sniMlI  fraction  of  the  buaines?,  tlicy  got  tho  con- 
tract of  1873  from  the  r.Hilroads  to  "overcome"  all  their  oom- 
pctltttrK,  on  the  pretext  of  "increasing  the  trade."'  When 
by  ibis  contract  and  ihofio  (hat  followed  it  tliey  Lad  socnrud 
nine-tenths  of  the  trade,  they  got  the  railroads  to  say  "no" 
to  the  remaining  onc-tcnth,  «n  the  pretext  that  tliey  could  not 
^i|ta9^mach.*    When  the  Interstate  Commerce  law  declared 

*ThosTiUe  and  Oil  City  IiulGpcndonU'  enics,  Xm.  lU,  104,  14S.  rotlllon  anit 
CurapUitit.  \\  4. 

■IpienUtc  Oomm«TC«CominiMiini.  *■  In  the  Ibltcr  ot  ItektiTC  Tank  ami  Unrrcl 
Bate*  gn  Oil,"  1888.   Utter  of  a  tt  Roberta.         *S««cli.r.         *Sca  di.  viii 
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cause  they  c«uld  not  aliip  na  iiiiicti  ns  utiicrs,  die  cotiiblrmtion 
liad  the  rnilmada  etnit,  out  il«  rivjils,  im  tije  pretext  tlmt  they 
did  not  use  taiik-cai'g,'  althoiigU  taok-cars  "aro  worse  lliiin  ^1 
powder."*    Wlien  regular  tnnk-carg  were  offered  hy  its  compet-  ^ 
itors  for  gliipment — m  lo  the  PAcific  const — the  corabinatioii 
introdiiecf)  nii  inferior  tntik-car,  nf  wliicli  it  claimed,  without  fl 
warrant,  as  tlic  courts  afterwards  held,  that  it  owned  the  patent,  ™ 
anil  90  oblnincd  the  sole  right  of  wny  rctoss  tlic  eoniiricnr,  on 
the  pretext  that  other  shippers  did  not  use  this  poor  car.*  fl 

The  pretext  now  nsed  npaiiiijt  the  refinere  of  Pennsylvniiia  " 

-was  the  passing  phrase,  "lie  iiuiet  pay  freight  on  barreU," 
in  a  decision  of  the  Inter^tnte  ('ommereo  Commission  coii' 
ceniing  Southern  traiTiti.  This  deeieiou  liad  no  relermicy  to 
the  oil  bnsineu  of  the  yorth.  Six  months  vent  by  after  it 
WAS  given  with  no  intimation  from  anv  one  thut  it  related  in 

'Any  way  to  tlic  sitiiittion  iti  Pennsylvania,  and  to  he  ho  applictl 
it  had  to  he  turned  inside  oQt  and  upside  down.  In  the  Ricit 
CA60  the  Commission  hnd  decided  that  freight  rotes  must  bo 

-  rcdnccd  on  barrel  eliipmciits.  TIiib  waa,  in  tlie  elmrp  languago 
of  the  decision,  to  put  an  end  to  "ihe  most  unjust  and  in- 
jnrioiiB  discrimination  against  barrel  shippera  in  favor  of  tank  ^ 

^shippers,"  a  discrimination  which  the  Commission  has  else-  ™ 
where  said  "innrcd  moetly  to  the  benefit  of  one  powcrfnl 
com  bi  nation."  M 

In  orderini;  this  reduction  it  said :  *'  Even  then  the  shipper  V 
in  barrclB  la  At  somo  dieadvantage,  for  bo  must  pay  freight 
on  Iwirrels  as  well  as  on  oil." 

By  "must  p.iy  "  the  Comniission  nieant  "  wag  paying."  It 
was.  as  it  afterward*  protested,"  rather  a  statement  of  a  pre- 
%-ailing  practice  than  n  nilins;."  '  And  the  remark  furthermore 
concerned  the  trade  in  the  Soutli  and  Southwcat  alone,  whcro 
special  circumstances  existed  not  found  at  the  North. 
Six  months  after  tliis  decision  the  Pennsylvania  and  other 
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Norllicrn  roads  mode  these  woi-ds,  ''He  must  pay  freight  on 
tha  barrels,"  tlic  occiision  of  tin  increase  of  rates,  wliicli/^ 
ftuppcd  the  refineries  of  tiie  indepemlents.  They  weru  car- 
rying free  the  heavy  t)iiil:i> — "the  nio£t  iindesinible  business 
ve  do,''  in  the  lanj^ge  of  their  freight  agent.  They  had 
been  carrying  the  barrels  of  the  independents  frco  for  twenty, 
yauB.  Now,  continuing  to  cJirry  tiio  tank -cars  free,  they 
{kvied  a  prohibitory  transportation  tax  on  the  barrci»r'  To 
«p  it  all,  tiiey  declared,  in  announcinjc  ilio  new  rule,  that 
it  had  been  forced  upon  them  by  tlio  Intorfitate  Coiiiinerco 
Cuinniission.  But  the  President  of  tlio  Pcnusylvania  llail- 
road  is  found  admitting  ttiat  it  wag  the  oil  combination  that 
dictated  the  move—"  the  seaboard  refiners  insisted."  "Upon 
your  decision"  (in  tbo  liice  coae)  ''bein«^  proninlgated."  hu 
wrote  the  Interstate  Oouuncrce  C'ominiosion,  *' tite  goaboavd 
refiners  ineistcd  tiiat  wo  were  bound  to  charge  lor  pacl<age#," 
barrels,  not  tanks,  "  aa  well  as  for  the  oil.'* ' 

The  EcalxKird  refincri;  were  the  niembers  of  the  oil  trust; 
the  others  at  the  seaboard  had  been  wiped  out  years  before  bi 
the  help  of  tiie  railroad.'!.  Tliotigti  the  Pennsylvania  Ilailroad 
wns  nob  a  party  to  the  case  before  the  Commisaioii,  tliongh  it 
liad  not  been  called  upon  to  change  its  practice,  which  was 
what  it  ought  to  be,  it  did  novr change  it  from  right  to  wrong. 
ThoCointniesiuti  had  ordtTud  that  diseriminalioii  between  tUo 
barrel  and  the  tnnk  should  cease.  The  Pennsylvania,  whieh 
bid  not,  strange  to  $Ay,  been  practising  that  forbiddun  Kind  of 
discniainatioUjinimcdiately  rc:£ortcd  to  it,  and,  stranger  still, 
gave  u  ita  reason  tbcorder  of  the  Coninii&sion  against  it.  It 
must  bare  been  a  keen  eye  that  could  tind  in  a  "qualitiedaadj 
incidental  remark,*'  aa  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
fitylea  it,  in  anch  a  denision,  a  command  to  charge  for  the 
weight  of  the  barrels  and  increase  freigtit  rates;  but  sucli  an 
eye  there  was — ^an  eye  that  will  never  sleep  as  long  as  jS'a- 
both's  vineyard  belongs  to  Naboth. 


■  la  tW  muter  of  BcUiii-o  Tank  ud  Baml  Ratce  on  Oil.   Leller  of  Pre^ileni 
Boboru,  Inicntahi  CoEauicm  Comidsslon  nporu,  toL  IL,  p.  8U. 


All  the  tmnk-ltne  rsilroada  tottie  Eaet  ttiok  part  id  the  new 
vTCguIatioD — September  3,  ISSiJ — that  freight  iiinat  be  paid 
thereafter  on  the  wejglit  of  the  barrels  as  well  a^  od  the  oil 
ilBelf,  and  at  the  same  rate.  This  increased  the  cost  of 
tnaeportation  to  Xew  York  to  64)  cents  from  52  cents,  and 
to  other  pointit  proportionately.  Freight  rates  on  the  oil 
of  "the  seaboard  rcliners"  who  shipped  in  tanks  were  left 
iiiitonched.  In  the  circiilani  annonncing  the  cliange  it  wnfi 
Mid  to  be  done  "in  accordance  with  tlie  directions  of  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Cominiaiioa."  '  Wiien  the  rctiners  whom 
this  advance  threatened  with  niin  wrote  to  cxpOHtnUte,  they 
f^t  tho  Bamo  reply  from  all  the  rnilroad  otticinls  as  froia 
Preeident  Itobcrt«  of  tho  Penneylvwiia  Kailroad :  "The  ad- 
vance in  ratcK  ....  baa  been  forced  npun  us  by  the  lutcrstate 
Commerce  Comniisiioii."  * 

The  Comniieeion  imincdiatclycallcci  the  rcEponsibleoflicial  of 
the  I'ennsylrania  Itsilroad,  which  wne  the  leuiicr  in  tliia  n'ove. 
"to  a  pergonal  iiitcrvicw,"  "expressed  their  surprise,'^  and 
'siigj^eslcd  the  withdrawal  of  tho  circular  and  of  the  iiicrL'SBcd 
/rates.  This  waa  in  Angust.'*  No  attention  was  paid  to  ibis 
by  the  road.  The  Coiniiiission  waited  until  October  lilth, 
and  then  sent  a  formal  coniuiuuication  to  the  Prcaidcni  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Kailroatl,  which  was  followed  by  correspondence 
and  personal  conferences  with  hiii>.  The  Comuiia^ion  pointed 
out  that  the  statement  of  the  circniar  wa»*'n)i6lcadiiig,""iiot 
true,"  "decidedly  objectionable";  th.it  the  Commiaaiou  had 
msido  no  decision  with  reference  to  the  rates  of  the  Pennsyl. 
vania  t^liIrond  or  the  other  KMteni  lines ;  that  its  decision,  ap<  • 
plicnblc  solely  to  tho  roads  of  the  South  or  Sontbwcsl,  bad. 
been  tlmt  mtcs  on  barrets  must  bo  rcdnccd,  and  that  it  was  not 
rij(lit  to  iiBQ  this  a«  an  cxcneo  for  iiicreatiing  the  rates  on  bar- 
rels. Finally,  the  Commission  eaid  that  if  it  bad  made  atiy 
ruling  applicable  to  tiie  Pomieylvania  Kailtxtad  ii  would  Uave. 


'  Intentstc  Canimi-rce  Camtniasion  ropurta,  vol,  Li.,  p.  MU. 

*  Tllutrilk  snJ  Oil  Ciij  loilFpcnilctiu'  cum.     Kxhil»u.  pp.  6,  7,  10, 

*  IntertUl«  Commcrco  ComoiiMion  MporU,  vol.  iL,  p.  S66. 
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been  com[iollcd  to  hold  tliat  its  practice,  of  twenty  years' 
standing,  of  carr^'ing  tho  barrels  free,  since  it  carried  taiika 
free,  was  "just  nnd  proper,"  and  tliat  there  was  notbing  to 
show  that  an  adv^ance  In  its  rates  was  cnlled  for.' 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Coinmieajoti  was  the  l>od^  spc- 
ciiklly  created  by  Congress  to  interpret  the  Interatate  Com- 
merce I^w.  Tiie  Penns^'lvania  Kaih'oad  was  ono  of  tlio 
comtnon  carriers  under  the  orderi)  of  the  Coriimieslon,  nnd  its 
utAnaj^rs  were  fubjects  of  jtirisdiction,  not  judges.  But  ilR 
method  of  running  tho  Supreme  OonrC  of  Pcun^tylvaiiiii,  as  if 
it  wcro  one  of  its  Htnttcd  trains,  wna  now  applied  \rilh  equal 
confidence  to  tlic  Inti.T*tatc  Cominijrcc  Cuiiimi^eion.  It  in- 
sietcd  that  it  vns  itself,  not  the  CommiisioD,  wliicli  ^as  tho 
jndgo  of  what  the  latter  meant  by  its  own  decisions.  Tho 
rood  continued  the  ra.tes  ognint^t  which  tho  Conimi^gion  pro- ' 
tested.  Tho  Commiesioti  demanded  that  the  aeserLions  tliat 
ilia  new  rule  of  charging  for  the  barrels  and  tbo  advance  of 
ratea  was  made  "in  accordance  with  the  directions"  of  UiQ' 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  be  withdrawn.  The  Penn- 
tylvfttiia  road  responded  with  anotliei*  circular,  in  wbieli  it 
changed  tho  form  hut  repented  ttic  Rnhstniice.  "  Tlic  action 
referred  tn  was  taken  for  tho  pnrpose  of  ctonfoniiiiig  the  prao- 
tice  of  tliia  company  to  the  prineiples  decided  by  the  Inter-' 
Btate  Conuncrcc  CommissioM,"  Tiic  (^oinniiiwion  protested 
that  it  wna  not  laying  down  any  Biicli  '*  priticiplcs,"  hiit  the 
corporation  declared  that  tliat  was  what  it  "iinderGtood,"  and 
hold  to  the  adrnnco  made  on  that  nndcrstanding.' 

To  tho  almost  weeping  expostulations  of  the  Commiisiou 
in  interviewi:  and  letters,  to  sliow  that  it  had  said  notbing 
which  could  justify  tlic  action  of  the  roads,  the  oiflcials  made 
not  the  Hlightciit  concession.  "I  did  not  consider  it  in  that 
way,"  said  one  of  tliom.*  "Tlmt  was  their  (tlio  Coramis* 
BU)n'e)Tiew  of  tlic  coec,  but  it  was  not  shared  by  iis,"  guid  the 


'  luHirKUK  Commerce  CammUalon  rcporu,  toL  U.,  p.  8U. 

■Stne. 

*  Toamou}-,  Tltnsrllie  uad  Oil  C\\j  IndependcRtt'  eu**,  p.  499. 
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Preiideiit  of  tlie  Pennsylvaniu  Railroad.    "It  was  oonsidcre 
best  to  continue  the  practice,"  lie  eaid." 

"■"Why  did  Tou  not  i-escind  tlieordert"  lie  was  askoO  beforo      , 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Com  mission.  ^M 

*^  Wo  nnderetood  tiiuir  ruling  to  bo  a  ruling  for  the  whole ^^ 
country,"  he  incorrigibly  replied. 

TIio  i-ailway  proeidciit  elndiously  withhold  any  aeeiirance 
j/lhat  lio  would  obey  if  the  Cotnmtsgioa  issiiud  a  dtre<;t  oom- 
j  \inarid,  which  it  had  not  done,  though  it  had  the  autliorily. 

*'  Wo  would  then  take  tho  subject  up,"  he  gnid. 

Change  the  order  to  coinply  with  the  rating  of  the  Inter* 
etateConiiuercc  Coininission  the  roads  would  not  niid  did  not.' 

All  the  road^s  to  the  ecaboard  aiid  Now  England  had  niaUoi 
the  order  in  concert,  and  together  they  maintained  it.    It  wh»! 
^Tie  hand,  evidently,  that  moved  them  nil,  and  though  that' 
Iinnil  moved  then),  for  the  boQetlt  of  a  enrricr  rival  of  theirs 
— tho  pipe  line  of  tho  trnst— against  their  own   cnelomcrg, 
against  their  own   ctiiployers,  against   the   anlhonty  of  the] 
United  States  Government,  all  these  railroatl  presidents  and 
freight  agents  obeyed  it  with  the  docility  of  domestic  animate. 

These  officials  wore  the  loynl  subjects  of  a  hijfher  power 
than  that  of  the  United  States,  higher  oven  than  that  of  tlieir 
railway  corporations.     They  serve  the  greatest  sovereign  at ! 
the  modem  world — tho  eoneentrated  %vealtli,  in  whose  conrtj 
the  presidents  of  niilways  and  rcpublici,  kings,  p!irliament»,i 
and  congresses  are  hut  lords  in  waiting. 

Thanlts  to  the  superior  enterprii«e  of  tlicir  greater  need,  tho  i 
/  independents  of  Oil  City  and  Titiisville  had  been  able  to  eur- ; 
V  vivo  the  blows  that  lind   preceded,  but  this  was  too  much. 
They  had  weathered  tho  surrender  in  1S83  of  the  Tidowa- ' 
tor  Pipe  Line,  which  had  proinisod  thoin  freedom  forever. 
Even  the  "contract"  wliich  made  the  allied  pipe  lines  and 
the  railroads  in  1S8S  one,  to  tax  them  linlf  as  much  flgali 
transporUition,  had  not  broken  them  down.     In  spite  ' 
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1  Tentmony,  TiinrilU  and  Oil  Ctj  IndfpvadiniU'  OUM,  pp.  548,  MS. 
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the;  liad  becnable"  to  maintain  and  incroaso  tlicir  business."  ' 
Bat  now  tlicy  closed  tlieir  works.''  Tlic  new  flttack  Iiacl  been 
shrewdly  timed  to  spoil  for  tlicm  in  that  year— lSSS~t!ie 
aenson  of  greatest  aciivity  in  tlie  export  to  Knrupe  and  Asia. 
Tlioy  appealed  to  tliu  Ititerstate  Coiunierco  Coiiiniission. 
"Tim  grialLT  proportion  of  our  refineries  are  idle."'  "I 
liare  not  a  custuiucr  in  the  entire  Kcw  Kn^liicid  States.  I 
Ii»ve  not  bad  since  tlie  advance  of  last  September." 

'*  How  wus  it  before  tbe  advaEieel" 

"I  liad  a  number  of  custoniera." * 

'  Labor,  tlinu^b,  an  always,  the  most  eilont,  sufTcrcd  tbe  moet.  *1 
Tbrci!  liundred  caoi>erB  wen;  tbrnwn  out  ttf  work  in  Titiievillo 
alone  wittiin  a  eliort  time,  and  tlic  lu&s  of  eniplojirnient  to  the 
jTorkmvn  in  ttie  reBnurieN  was  sttil  more  eeriotis.  Tbis  was 
not  bocaiiBc  trade  was  bail.  Kxports  were  never  greater  than 
in  1S89.  Government  AtAtiEtice  rcrcAi  us  in  a  mirror  wliat 
was  beini;  done. 

The  exports  of  refinod  petroleum  ineronsod  21  per  cent,  in 
1$89  over  1S38.  But  Portli  Aruboy,  fioiii  which  tlio  inde- 
pcndonta  shipped  for  the  most  part,  ehowed  a  decrease  of  over 
18^  por  eeiil.  By  tlie  stroke  of  a  frciijlit  agent's  pen  the 
biwiiii*8  of  llicse  men  was  bciii^  taken  from  them,  to  be  given 
to  others.  Tho  f^eneral  tldu  was  rising,  but  thoir  feet  were 
sinking  in  a  quicksaiid. 

The  export  busineas  of  Boston  in  oil  was  given  to  the  *'  sea* 
board  relini>rs"  by  the  sauig  Ktroke.  Freii:>htt(  that  liad  been 
#1(10  were  now  *174  to  Uoeton,  and  JilSS  to  New  York. 
These  rates  were  so  high  as  to  stop  oil  from  f?otng  through. 
"The  Nova  ycnlia  tni.dc,"  it  was  tuslifiwl.  "gncts  to  New 
York,  and  from  there  by  water,  whcrcis  they  need  to  buy  in 
BoitoQ.  Bo«ton  brokers  will  ship  oil  frotn  New  York  and 
{(ct  it  to  Nova  Scotia  cheaper  than  if  it  went  from  Boston, 
H'heroas  when  we  had  tlic  export  rate  we  could  compete  in 
that  market." '    Two  months  later  mo^t  of  what  remained  of 

'  niiUTillt>  nni!  Oil  dtj  tiiilrpmilvnia'  ciuch.     Ti^tiLiun  and  Ciii»{i1*int. 
■Teillciion*,  TUu»<r)lW    in'l   Oil  Cily   Iii;ls|iuaidoi1t«'  CiiM«,  pp.  44.  110,   29S, 
8V0,  '  »SaiuC,  l>.  4Wl.  *SatM,  p.  SB*. 
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tho  basiiiess  of  the  indcpcndenU  in  New  £i)°;Und  vis  adtlod 
to  the  gift  of  their  foreign  trade,  vrlilc))  Imd  Alrcndy  been 
made  to  llio  "suiib4iar(l  pcliiiem."     By  an  oriJer  of  October  3$,  ^j 
ISAS,  tkc  niilroadK  iiiadu  it  known  to  tliese  "pestilence*,''  flB^| 
tlic  iHwvurs  of  t)ic  railroads  called  tlic  independent  relincre  iit 
court,'    that  lUvy  would  not  lie  nllowed   to  Bciu)  aiiv  more 
tliroiigli  eiiipinciits  into  Now  Knglsnd.     Tliie  wns  done,  as  i 
Ohio  ill  IS70,'  witliont  tlic  notice  rcQiiirod  by  law,  tlioiigli  itj' 
tlic  mcunliinc  n  Fcderdl  law  Imd  boon  pnescd  ro(]uiring  notice.' 
/  T It i«  order  whs  the  Hnishini*  toiieli  in  tlie  tiiak  of  iisin^  [In 
Iroi<;lit  tnriff  to  prevont  freight  gliipmcnt.     It  &lmt  tlie  inde- 
pendents—the  liiinud  s!iii>pcf8 — imt  of  over  150  towns  in  New 
iJaiiipsliire,  Vermont,  Miiino,  Mnrtgacl  in  setts,  indiiding-  Man* 
clioster,  Itiirliii^'ton,  Pnrttaitd,  Sitleii),  in  wliicli  Iher  Und  built 
np  a  good  business,  &nd  it  made  it  impossible  to  t-ea<:l)  tiiceo 
pUccs  except  by  paving  lii;(li  lo[*al  ratB9  —  from  station   to 
Btatioii  ^  whioli  wcro  not  recpiired  of  tlicir  coni]M}tit<>r,  who 
6bip[>ed  on  tliroii|f!t  i-ates.     Tlio  railroads  wontd  tiiku  ibo  oil 
of  tlio  independents  for  shipment,  but  would  not  tell  tliom] 
what  the  rales  would  be.     tii  tins,  as  in  all  tlic  moves  of  this 
game,  wc  eee  the  railroad  uianiigcra  of  a  se<H"e  of  diffei-ent 
roaJ«,  at  point«  tliuiisaiids  of  miles  apart,  taltin^  the  eame  step 
at  tlie  enmc  time,  like  a  hundred  cLcc-tric  clocks  tickiDpr  all 
over  n  grciit  city  to  the  tunc  of  the  clook  at  lie-adipiartcra  that 
ipakcs  niul  bn>iikH  tlieir  circuit. 

'j  The  inde]wndent.4  were  envcti  by  a  CHnadinn  niilroad  fromf 
the  di>slnM'tlim  wliicJi  Americiui  railroads  li'id  planneil  for 
tbein.  The  (Trand  Trunk  gave  them  a  rate  by  wliich  they": 
coiild  elill  do  Roinc  bnslnees  in  tlie  npper  part  of  New  Kn^< 
land,  though  to  do  this  tlicy  had  to  ship  the  oil  into  Canitda 
and  back  into  the  United  States.  Tlio  effect  of  tliie  abolition 
of  through  rates  in  "cheaiienlng*'  oil  was  that  tlio  people  of 
Vermont,  for  instance,  had  to  pay  2  eeiilfi  a  g*lloii  more  than 
any  other  phice  !u  New  England.* 
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WLile  all  access  for  others  to  Xew  England  was  cut  oS,  tbo\ 
"MaboiiPd  relinera"  sending  ilie  oil  in  free  tanks  to  tiie  sea-l 
board,  trun&Kliippinj;  it  there  into  vobsgIs  bj  tlm  fHC-iliEiea  of 
"wbich  tliojr  \vxvG  a  monopoly,"'  easily  made  their  own  tlio 
battnessof  thvir  riraU  in  tho  150  towns  from  which  the  latter 
vero  tboB  cot  off.  No  one  has  hccii  alilc  to  move  all  the  mil- 
ronds  !□  this  way,  as  one  ititvHocking  switch,  to  obey  n  hiw  or 
accommodate  llie  public.  But  it  wiw  done  easily  euongh  for 
UiU  kind  of  work.  Poeewsion  was  got  of  tlie  riiilwny  inarva- 
gcrs  ut  tUo  iniliiil  points,  ns  wng  done  so  sncressfiiUy  in  nn> 
other  cast*,*  and  all  the  oliicr  railway  managers,  as  far  aslioston, 
followLHl  in  their  trail.  Ileproilnciiig  the  tactics  in  Oliioiii  1879, 
it  was  only  ngainst  oil  that  this  attack  of  the  IiirifT  was  inndo. 
Other  freight  for  export,  of  which  there  was  a  rnst  variety, 
continued  to  b«  carried  to  Boston  at  tlic  eanio  rjitc  as  before.* 

Alt  tlie  freight  agent  of  the  initial  rond  had  to  do  witli  the 
oil  on  il«  way  to  Europe  was  to  pn^s  it  ntong  to  the  next  line. 
Wiictlier,  after  leaving  his  road,  it  wont  by  the  way  of  Boston 
or  that  of  New  York  iiiade  no  difference  to  his  road,  and  was 
in  no  way  liis  affair.  But  it  niiidc  a  (^rcat  deal  of  difference 
to  thoeo  who  wanted  all  the  bueitie^e  of  Enropo  and  America 
for  tbeujselv-es,  and  we  consequently  tind  biui  serviii};  tbem, 
and  di8-»rrviiig  bis  employer  (the  railroad),  by  ebarj^ing  21 
oent#  a  barrel  if  tbc  oil  wait  going  to  Bostou  after  leaving  liis 
lino,  bat  only  \tixrv  cents  if  it  was  going  to  New  York. 
When  asked  if  lie  tl]oii<;lit  he  was  justitled  i\&  i\  railroad  man 
under  the  taw  in  making  the  charges  fur  wlmt  be  did  vary 
according  to  what  waH  donu  by  the  business  after  it  left  bia 
bands,  he  refused  to  answer. 

"You  will  not  answcrJ" 

"Not  at  present."* 

All  tlio  connecting  and  following  roads  are  on  record  as 
luWng  protested  aj^inst  the  measures  in  which  lliey  followed 

'Hiiiarllle  and  Oil  Oitjr  InJepeiwImU'  mum,  Int«maU  Comintm  Camtnii- 
MM  ReiHiru,  tot  t.,  pl  415,  *  3m  ch*.  w.,  xn.,  svii. 

*  TnuiiiuiD.T,  THutTtUo  adi]  Oil  Oitj  liidrpendcnu'  euiet,  pp.  S0S-U6. 
•&iur,  Y.  ITS. 


tiio  lead  of  the  initi&l  lines.'    Tlio  freii^lit  agent  of  tlio  West 
Sliore  Railroad  doclared  tbat  tliu  prohibition  of  tliroiigli  sliip- 
nii}tit«  to  till)  towria  of  Ma6aac!mfi(?Ils,  Vermont,  >'cw  ilainp- 
sliire,  and  Maine  "oticurred  sim|)ly  tlirou^'li  mistake;"  but 
tho  mistake,  lie  nckDowlcdged.  Ijad    never   been    corrected.* 
This  "inietukc"  and  tluit  of  September,  wliich  preceded  it,       , 
pnt  un  end  to  a  Urge  business,  amounting  in  ISSS  to  9(iO,Ul>0^| 
bflrixle.    The  men,  whom  the  railroads  began  to  muMacre  after  ^ 
having  plodfjcd  them  full  pnittx'tii^i,  s:i.vi!i.l  a  frarlion  of  timir 
trade  in  New  Englnrd,  ns  wo  hnvn  Beun,  only  by  taking  rufiige 
with  a  foreign  rnilroad.     Thu  railrondtt  ngainRt  tliHir  will,  aA 
they  liwon;,  lot>t  biii>iiici>s  an  \rcU  :ia  lunior,  liiit  tho  miiitalwl      i 
waa  not  cnrrcetcd.  ^M 

It  would  tax  the  imagination  of  a  Cervantes  tn  drcani  oat  a  ^^ 
tiioro  fantKEtic  tangle  of  sense  mid  nonecnEo  in  qnixotic  com-  , 
bat  than  that  whicli  thcso  iiighwnynieii  spun  oitt  of  the  prin>^| 
ciples  of  "Bclcnlifie  raih-oading."  All  that  highway  control ^^ 
could  do  to  destroy  the  barrel  shippers  for  the  benefit  of  the 
tank  shippers  was  done;  and  yet  the  ban'el  method  is  the  safer 
and  moro  profitable  for  the  railroads.'  The  curs  that  carry  oil 
in  barrels  an  return  loaded;  the  raitronds  have  to  haul  thsl 
tank-cars  back  empty  and  pay  tnilcage  on  them.*  For  n  series 
of  years  on  the  Petinsylvanin  Ilailroad  the  damage  from  carry- 
ing  oil  in  barrels  was  less  tliau  half  tlio  damage  from  tits 
carrying  of  oil  in  tanks.*  Tliu  general  freight  agent  of  tliej 
Pennsylvauia  liailroiid  Company  tolls  the  Interstate  Com-j 
tncrco  Cotiniiiesioii  that  tliu  curriago  of  oil  in  tank-cars  '^  in  the] 
most  undeairablo  bafiinoee  ve  do.-'  Ilo  described  a.  smaeh-n{ 
at  New  Brunewrick  where  there  vas  a  collision  with  a  lino  o£^ 
tatik-cais.  The  oil  got  on  lii-o ;  it  ran  two  s()uure&,  got  into  aj 
fifwer,  overflowed  the  canal,  wliitih  was  then  frozen  over,  and 
followed  the  ice  a  square  or  two  beyond.    Besides  having  to  < 

■TMtiionnr,  Titn«ri1]«  «nil  Oil  Citjr  Inilpppiid«iiU'  camk,  pp.  ms.  4B1,  637. 
*S»iuc,  p.  U7.  'iiaiiic,  p.  2M. 

'Smiip,  Tottlmuny  of  GfiiMtrnl  Freight  Mdok^vt  of  Uie  Lctiigli  Vulic;;  Railroad, 
pp.  101-4-1 

'^m^  TeaiiiDonf  «f  G«iMra)  Pr«i£Ul  Ag«iit «( %ht  Penuitlnuin  Itnilraul,] 
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pay  nearly  Qve  hundred  tlioueand  dollars  damages  for  the  de- 
ftmctiori  done,  tlie  raitroud  lost  its  bridge,  which  cost  two  or 
three  hundred  thoiisaiid  dollars.  It  lo£t  more  money  ttian 
it  could  make  carrying  oil  for  Icii  ycare.  '*  I  regard  it,"  he 
6uid,  "a»  worse  tliun  ]i()\vdtT  to  Kiirry;  I  would  riitlicr  carry 
aaything  ckc  tliau  oil  in  Liiiks.'*'  Bari-cl  8hi|)rncuU  being 
tlio  best  for  the  railroads,  tUcec  print-cs  of  tojiey-tiirvydom 
move  hciiren  and  earth  to  destroy  tliciii.' 

There  was  no  end  to  tlio  ''iiiistakcg"  made  hy  the  niilroadft| 
for  the  "self-reoDnciatioa"  of  their  buMiiess,  though  this  waff 
in  favor  of  those  whose  pi|>e  line  made  thetn  rivalsL  They 
clurged  more  for  kerosene  in  barrels  than  forother  articleaof 
moru  value,  contradicting  tlicir  own  J-iile  of  charging  whtit 
the  traffic  will  bear.  They  let  the  coiiibiufttlon  carry  aixty- 
two  gnlloriB  in  every  tank  free  on  the  theory  of  leakage  in 
transportation.  "Tlic  practice,"  said  the  CotmniMJon,  **i8  m 
obvious  and  pnlpablo  a  discrimination  that  no  discussion  of  it 
is  ncceecary ;"  and  they  ordered  it  discontinued.* 
'  Thongli  tlie  railroads  brongitt  back  the  tanks  free,  for  the 
return  of  the  empty  bari-ela  they  never  forjjot  to  charge, 
Tbie  charge  was  made  so  high  that  At  one  time  it  proLibited 
the  return  from  all  poinid.*  '*  Tlio  monopoly  116O8  a  targe 
nun)l«r  of  barrels  in  ^'ew  York  Oily,"  the  indepoiidontfl  said 
to  ilio  Commission;  "it  is  to  its  intereet  that  empty  second, 
baud  barrels  should  not  bo  retnrncd  to  tbo  inland  reiiiior." 
Wlien  this  was  brought  out  tho  Pemisyivftnia  mid  other  rail- 
roftds  prorai&ed  to  make  i-cparation,  but  bad  nob  done  bo  years 
later  when  tbe  ca«e  wa»  atill  "hung  up"  in  tbo  interstate 
Commerce  Connniitgion. 

It  was  not  lack  of  cnpitid  or  of  diligence  that  inado  the  in- 

'  Ti-'uliniiiny  of  Ocnortl  Froiglit  Ajoni  of  Uic  Fenit«7l*«n!«  Rallniad  in  NiooUi 
and  Iliailr  tv.  rnmitt'lriinii  HallfoAil  tt  al^  bcfoni  Inieratnie  ('ummaroo  Cuminit- 
dMi,  Jitn.  U.  l8S.t. 

'Ilio  naiT  ratM  |>raiiibit«J  ibe  traiHa  TcttlioDn^,  Titwille  iiii<l  Oil  Cllf  Indo- 
pmdenU'  euea,  p|i.  D7.  110. 139.  HI.  14C-48.  383-84.  »9U.»VG,  aUT.  400.  -lOl.  402, 

'DmIbIoii  In  Kit-'c.  Kuliiiisuii,  nnd  Withcrop  curc,  liitei'datc  Comiaerce  Cuiitiiils- 
iioA  R«iMHta,  ToL  iv.,  p.  131 . 

^Toilinicnjr,  Tilu»vill<:  aiiJ  Oil  Clcjr  liiJepuDdtuU'  cata,  p.  SS3. 
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dependents  use  bnrrels  iiistend  of  tanlce;  tanks  were  iieeloM  to 
them.  All  t!ie  oil  terminal  facilities  of  tlio  n.ilroads  at  tlie 
BCaboard  liad  been  stiircndercd  to  tlic  combination  for  its  ex- 
clusive iiee.'  Tiiese  were  tlie  only  places  wbcro  tank -cars 
could  be  unloaded  into  etcaiticre.  "  Tlicro  arc  :io  facilities  to 
wJiich  we,  as  oiiteido  rotincre,  liavo  accosa  t&  load  bulk  oil  into 
ve»els,"  snJ  nowQ  wliorc  tlicfto  rcfineps  could  send  oil  in  tank- 
carB  to  bo  biirrcUod  for  glii|>ment  abroad.'  No  iimlter  how 
manj-  t.tnk.<>ars  and  tatik-vf^sels  tlie  independunta  might  have 
provided,  tlicy  could  not  have  got  tliem  together.  Between 
the  two  were  the  docks  in  the  unrelenting  grip  which  held 
solely  for  iis  private  use  the  shipping  facilities  of  those  public 
carriers.  Xot  even  oil  in  barrels  could  the  iiidcpondciite  get 
througli  tlipse  oil  docks. 

The  WeeliRwken  oil  docks  of  the  Erie  road  or  Xew  Tork 
harbiT  are  the  best  in  the  world.  The  Erie  Jlaitroad  lias 
j8l920.Tfi(i  invested  in  them,  but  only  one  shipper  can  use  them 
either  for  tanks  or  barrels. 

The  Western  tnitHc  uianager  of  the  Kric  was  asked  : 

"  Would  yon  take  a  shipnioiit  there  over  the  Erie  road  of 
independent  oil  consigned  to  the  Kew  Turk  dooke?" 

"No,  sir."* 

The  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  refuses  to  haul  tsiik-care  for 
the  independents  to  any  other  point  at  Now  York  tlian  the 
terminal  ev  controlled  by  the  combiTintiui],  It  mmII  not  hani 
thctn  to  other  docks  of  ita  own.  It  will  not  let  oil  Im  shipped 
over  it«  line  to  the  points  at  which  it  connects  with  other 
roads  for  other  harbors,  thon^li  it  wilt  take  sliipments  of 
anything  else  than  oil.*  This  nmounts  to  a  refusal  to  allow 
the  independents  to  nso  tank-cars  or  tank-steamers.  Prao- 
ticidly  the  wime  policy  is  pursued  by  all  the  main  tamk-lines. 
Tlieeu  iiidcpcudcnts  could  get  rid  of  their  export  oil  only 
b J  selling  to  the  combination.  Through  its  other  self — the 
company  whieh  controls  the  terminals — it  Itaa  kept  an  agout 


'  Kpw  Vork  Aiatrinlil)'  "  [Icphuro  "  Rrpoil,  laiB,  p.  M. 

*  TrjLiinini'r,  ruiutUIo  ftuil  Oil  Ul;  lu Jt![icadeata'  cum,  p.  M, 
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in  tlie  oil  regions  for  yoaiv  to  btiy  for  export  tliie  refined  oil 
whicli  its  oTTicrs  and  luakcrs  ooiitd  not  export  tliemeeWes. 
Tiii*  ie  tlio  "immediate  shipment"  of  1878  iti another  plia».'j 

*•  Yon  liave  to  soli  to  tbc  Standard  Oil  Coiupaiiy  in  orde 
to  get  j-our  oil  shipped  in  bulk  from  Comuiunipaw  ?** 

'^  Ve«,  air." 

"  The  ludcpendent  cannot  get  his  oil  into  u  bulk  vcuel  at 
Coramnnipaw  r 

"No,  eir."* 

To  meet  these  discloatircs  tlic  Fctinsylvoiiifl  presented  two 
affidavits.  One  was  from  its  general  frciglit  ngcut  that  ita 
tank-cars  were  offered  freely  to  all ;  but  it  did  not  denv,  for  it 
coaM  not  deny,  any  of  lliese  facts  abont  tenninale,  wliicb  ex- 
plained why  the  Hies  did  not  walk  into  its  purler.  Tiic  other 
affidavit  was  from  the  secretary  of  the  corporation  controlling 
the  terminals  for  the  oil  combination,  and  it  similarly  de- 
clared that  its  acconnnodations  were  furnished  *'  npon  exactly 
llio  same  tortna  to  nil,"  How  long  it  bad  been  doing  so,  or 
liow  long  it  would  contiiino  to  do  so,  it  did  not  state,  aa  the 
independents  pointed  ont  to  the  ConimlsAion.  If  this  were 
the  truth  instead  of  being,  a^  the  independents  liintcd,  "  evi- 
dently u  situation  that  lias  been  recently  arranged  for  the 
purposes  o£  this  application  "—to  the  Interstate  Comnicrco 
Cotnmiasion  for  fnrtbor  delay  —  why  had  none  of  the  indo- 
pcndont9,  dying  for  want  of  export  facilities,  resorted  to 
iti  This  wag  not  explained,  for  it  could  not  be.  The  inda>i 
pendents  explained  the  situation  to  tbu  Interstate  (.^oninierce 
Commission:  "The  inland  rdlncr  who  intrusts  his  oil  tu 
a  storage  company  at  the  seaboard  with  a  view  to  cx|>ort- 
injf,  puts  himself  completely  into  the  power  of  ench  con- 
cern. The  exactions  that  may  bo  unfairly  itnposed  in  indi- 
vidual eases  for  '  loes  by  Icnksge,'  'dumping  and  mixing  for 
off-color  or  off- test,'  'cost  of  water  white  oil  for  mixing,' 
•tares/ 'tareagiiaraotee,' 'commissions  on  sales,' 'interest  on 

■SMcb.  Till. 

^IntHmm-j,  TIuitUIc  U^  Ott  Cit*  ladepcndenU'  oasci,  Mr.  Ooaf«r,  Jun«  17, 
U91,  p.  11. 
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goods  until  loaded  nnd  paid  for/  MiicidenUl  expenses.'  and 
many  oUier  knovrn  matters  of  cliarge,  iiiHjr  amount  to  ii  par- 
tial conliccation  of  tlio  cargo." 

f~  The  eorporAtion  which  manages  this  monopoly  of  tlio  tcr- 
\inii)als  at  Cotnmnnipaw  is  a  mj-Bt«Hoa8  concern.  Who  own 
its  stock,  and  what  ita  rulationa  with  the  roilroad  arc,  the  In- 
terstate Conimercu  Ciiiii mission  cotitil  not  find  out.  It;^  pres- 
ident and  treasurer  wcru  summoned  to  testifjr,  but  refnsed  to 
attend.  The  manager  of  the  oil  combination's  pipe  lines 
stated  that  he  knew  of  stock  in  the  company  that  was  owned 
hj  a  mcinber  of  the  trust,  thon^h  ho  afterwards  qaalified 
that  ho  did  not  know  it  **  positively,"  *  The  charge  that  this 
company  was  controlled  by  tiio  monopoly  was  specifically 
made  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Cuiuraitision  and  was 
not  denied,  and  the  Gommission  fonnd  that  the  oil  combina- 
tion "  have  a  monopoly  uF  tlioec  facilities  lo  the  cxclasioa  of 
complainants.*'*  It  thns  reported  the  same  state  of  facta  in 
IS9'J  as  the  Xcw  York  Legislature  in  1S79. 
\  Tlie  barrel  was  tiicrcforc  the  fountain  of  life  for  tbo  inde- 
1  pendent.  Without  barrels  he  could  not  get  his  oil  on  board 
■liip  for  export,  and  without  cxportinE;  he  conid  not  live  and 
refine  for  the  home  mnrket.  The  oil  combination  ships  in 
barrels  also.  Accenting  to  the  figurca  gircn  in  this  atsc  by 
one  of  its  *' assistant  managers"  ita  shipments  by  ban-el  are 
very  large.  This  testimony  was  introduced  to  make  it  apjwar 
cruel  to  insiiiunic  that  the  difTcrctico  between  barrels  and 
tanks  was  made  by  the  railroads  to  favor  it,  since  it  as  well  as 
the  independents  used  barrels.  The  Commission  openly  ex- 
pressed its  disiiatisfactiou  witti  tljis  evidence,  and  disiuissed 
the  snbjcct  by  tlic  conclnsivc  observation  that  the  combina* 
tion  gains  more  by  the  low  tank-car  ratca  than  it  loses  \>y  the 
high  barrel  rates.'  Fur  the  independent,  however,  the  dif- 
/eroneo  in  rate«  was  almost  nil  lo«s,  for  he  at  that  time  atiippod 
moatly  in  barrels.  The  high  prices  it  made  for  oil  and  for 
freights  at  Titnsville  and  Oil  City  did  not  hurt  the  combina- 

*  Tcalltnonr,  TltWTille  aad  Oil  City  InikpcBiiBau'  cmm,  pp.  £87-28. 
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tiod.  It  bad  only  to  close  its  retinerics  tliere  and  tranefer 
tlieir  business  f4>r  t)ie  time  to  it«  establisliiiicnts  elEewhere. 
TbU  it  did,  ke«|>ing  sotiic  of  tliein  idle  foi-  years.' 

Sut'li  was  tlie  story  told  to  the  IiiLeiistatu  CutiiiiierGo  Coin- 
miHt>ic)ii,  in  iiiuiiy  liiiiidred  pages  of  teistiinoiiy,  liy  tie  ri'tltierg 
of  Oil  City  and  Titiisvilli.-,  w!iu  iippcuk'd  to  it  for  tlie  jiislice 
"  vitliout  cxpcniHj,  witlioiit  dt-liiy,  »iid  witliuiit  Uligatiitii'* 
protuibcd  tlie  people  wlicn  tlic  Intur&tute  Couimcrc'o  C'om- 
raiseion  was  croatod.'  Tlio  game,  of  wliioU  you  have  pcrliaps 
been  able  to  gut  a  dim  idea  from  tlio  printed  pago,  the  Com- 
niissioiiera  saw  played  before  them  like  clicee  with  living  lig.  i 
uree.  i^  For  years  tlie  principal  Bubjeet  of  their  otHcial  invefiti- 
gations  had  been  tlie  iiiaDceuvres  of  the  oil  ring.  Tliey  hnd 
boeii  coiiiiKilled  by  tlic  law  and  the  facts  to  coudcmti  ile  ruk- 
tiriti  with  the  niilrunda  in  Un^ungc  of  stinging  ecvurily,  as 
C7cry  court  has  done  before  which  it  has  been  brought.  Bet- 
ter than  any  otlicr  men  in  the  country,  except  the  inoii  in  tlio 
ring,  the  Commissioners  knew  ulint  wb8  being  done.  ■  They 
comprehended  perfectly  w!io  the  "seaboard  refiners"  were 
wlio^e  demand  that  their  competitors  !>honld  be  ^liiit  out  of 
Kuropc  and  >'cw  England  was  bettor  law  with  the  Pennsyl- 
rania  Itiilroad  than  the  decisions  of  the  Commieeion.  They 
neecicd  no  enlightenment  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  secret  con- 
traet  between  the  memhcrfi  of  the  oil  trust  and  tho  Fennsy]- 
vnala,  nor  any  instruction  that  iho  '"pool"  between  llie  pipe 
line  and  the  railroad  was  as  hostile  to  tlie  publie  interest  as 
any  pool  between  eommon  carriers. 

P  The  chairman  of  the  Comnnssion  had  openly  hinted  that 
the  relations  of  tho  oil  trust  and  the  railroada  were  collusive, 
and  that  the  spring  from  which  they  flowed  was  a  secret  con- 
tract.' Tt  wa.i  shown  to  the  Comnilation  that  at  the  eamo 
time  the  rnilionds  advanced  tlx-ir  nitcs  the  oil  eonihlFiation 
[lid  up  the  price  of  the  raw  material  of  tlio  Titusville  iind  Oil 


■  Tcatinianr,  Tituprilln  and  OH  Citj  [iKlrpondanli'  cnw«,  pp.  1 37-St). 

•  Rqsori  of  Senntr  SvJnct  CommUlco,  Intonuw  Cummepce,  4lHh  Congrw*,  lit 
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City  re6ncric8.     This  is  called  "adinnciiig  the  prcniium. 
Tlic  raiso  of  the  freight  rata  QiidL-d  14  cutitA  a  barrel  to  tlie 
coet  of  production,  und  the  iiicrcused  price  nf  oil  pat  on  IS 
cents  tnorc.citlior  ttom  Inr^  enough  to  ciiibnrrafc  competition. 
Tlio  Intorstato  Comuicrcc  Comniissioii  in  its  decieiori  recog- 

ized  the  practicnl  siinnltuncity  of  llie  tlirco  inovemotits  to  the 
'disadvBOUge  of  tlie  independent  refinere:  (1)  thu  bidding  up 
of  the  price  of  ciiide  oil  agiiiiist  ttiein ;  {%)  the  new  rulu  of 
i^arging  for  the  weight  of  the  barrel ;  and  (3)  thu  Abrog»tioD 
of  tlie  tlirougli  rates  to  Xew  England.  Tlieee  three  things 
occurred  in  a  period  of  about  two  months.  Tliis,  tho  Commis- 
sion gay*,  Icnda  coloi*  to  the  cliarge  that  there  was  concert  of 
action  between  the  combination  nnd  the  railrond. 

The  Commisiiioneni  in  their  eJltings  had  teen  ihnt  tbe 
counsel  for  the  mitroadsdid  not  pretend  to  bring  forward  anjr 
evidence  to  prove  tlint  tlicir  attai^k  on  the  l>ari-oi  fihippcrs  was 
jw5t  or  proper.  Althoiigli '"  tlie  scnboard  rctincrs,"  for  whoeo 
pectiniflrv'  profit  thc«o  tbinge  bad  been  done,  were  not  on  trial, 
their  witQceecs,  agents,  and  uttorncys  wore  in  cotistaiit  attend- 
ance, and  kept  clo&o  watch  of  tho  tosliiuooy  and  arguments. 
Tho  Conmiiifiion  had  '\\*  attention  called  specifically  to  the 
fact  tliat  the  defence  of  the  railroads  on  trial  was  being  di> 
rected  by  tho  same  '^eeaboard  rclinerB"  w)io  had  "  insisted" 
thftt  the  railroads  ehottld  ^-i<^late  the  htn-.  The  counsel  for  the 
Krie  road  wne  friuik  iMiungli  lo  admit  (lint  it  w.is  Ibey  who 
liad  prompted  that  cAiricr  in  its  IJiigntion  before  the  Cotn- 
nitwion.  When  tho  Krie  appeared  before  the  Commieeion  to 
give  "ftirthci-  testimony,"  its  ruprestntative  could  not  tell  at 
whofie  RXpieat  ild  application  therefor  had  been  made,  and 
said  ho  had  known, nothing  about  tho  matter  uniil  the  day  be- 
fore. Three  of  tlie  eix  witnessed  then  cxnmincd  were  from 
the  ofiic4>8  of  tho  oil  tni»l,  whow  nicniberg  Jiad  refiiecd  to 
come  when  summoned.  The  only  sabpoonas  they  obey  sro 
tho«(!  iiwned  from  their  own  hcidqnartei-g. 

Tho  president  of  the  oil  conibinntion'a  pipe  lines — -who  Js 

■  TMlimonr,  Tliusrillc  ud  Oil  Cii;  ladepciulcau'  cuu,  pft.  S4,  4A,  It,  US>S9, 
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ptiic  president  of  ttie  stcamsliip  line  in  wliicli  its  inuiiibcr« 
flro  interested— and  tlio  vico-prosiUont  of  tlio  ptpo  litic:8,  and 
the  president  and  the  trtafiurtr  of  the  company  which  holds 
for  tlietrn^t  the  monopoly  uf  the  termitiiil  facilitius,  nnd  tlie 
I'nasidetil  of  the  Now  York,  L:iko  Erie,  and  Western  Uailroad, 
id  its  vice-president,  were  nil  Msrvcd  ivjth  oQiciiil  notice  to 

inciind  teetifj.  But  tlieec  geiillunkvti  refused  ti>iii>]ic'iir.  *'  It 
is  for  jour  honor*,'"  said  the  counsel  for  lUc  I'etiiicrs,  snggea- 
tivolv',  "to  determine  wlmt  obedieneo  phall  be  paid  to  your 
sabpccno?."'  But  llie  ComniiRaion  did  notliint*. 
/'  The  defendant  corporatinns,  and  their  lawyers,  officers,  anoy 
vltne&seSf  made  no  pretence  of  treating  the  Intet'stHte  Coin- ,' 
raerce  Comini&sion  with  anything  more  than  n  physical  ro* 
spect.  The  repre^cnlntivce  of  the  railroad  companies  practi- 
cally told  tlic  Coriiiniagion  lliat  ite  dceieions  were  suhurdinate 
to  Llicirs,  and  tlint  they  Utiuw  better  titnii  it  what  its  rulings 
meant  WiLne^^es  rofiised  to  answt-r  (itiestioiia  thoy  fotmd 
awkward,  and  the  Kiwyurs  gave  the  court  to  nnderstiind  tliAt 
if  it  did  what  tliey  did  nut  like  they  would  sntifT  it  out.  Tho 
Cnmmissioii  heard  one  of  the  rc-liiii'rK  %yIio  waa  a  petitioner 
before  it  aaiailcd  with  c<rarsu  vitupenilioii,  duscrihud  in  open 
oonrc  fls  a  "pcBtilcnce,'' '  because  he  had  dared  to  write  more 
than  once  to  the  railroads  for  tlio  peductioii  of  rates  which 
would  Biivc  him  from  de^^truction,  and  wliicii  the  Coniiniseton 
had,  not  once,  but  half  a  dozen  times,  said  the  railroads  ougli^ 
to  ^ive  to  all. 

Tito  Commission  had  iteelf,  otitrnnning  tho  complntnants. 
been  the  first  to  "  pointedly  disapprove"  the  attempt  to  de- 
stroy tlie  barrel  6li!ppci*s,  and  to  call  upon  the  railroads  to  re- 
scind their  action.  Tliis  prulotit  it  liad  made  repeiiltidly — tjrgt 
with  Uie  subalterns,  then  with  tlie  chief  of  tho  Pentigylvania 
Kailroad,  in  personal  intervievrs.  letter*,  and  finally  in  an  offi- 
cial pamphlet,  which  waa  nii  appeal  to  tlie  jniblie  lo  judge  be- 
tween it  and  tho  corporation.  It  had  reitei'ntcd  its  protest 
in  a  formal  decision  reiidci'ed  September  5,  181^0,  after  dclif)- 

'TestimoDy,  TiWsvflle  anil  Oil  Cny  [iiilt> pendents'  cues,  |>p.  90i-a. 
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eratiri;^  seven  irodCIie  on  the  evideiico  and  Arj^utiiciits.  Tn 
ibis  "  tlioy  recalled  tlio  fact,  now  almost  ancient  Iiistor_j%  that  '* 
tho  clianf;o  was  "'pointedtj  disapjjrovei  b_v  llio  Cunimission" 
when  tii-st  made,  and  witli  laineutatiuns  noted  timt,  iliougb  al- 
most two  yeaia  liad  passed,  •'  the  uiiniura.  Ii;ivc  f«i!ed  to  com- 
ply v.*itli  the  enggeslions  there  niadL-.  In  dinrging  for  the 
weight  of  tlie  larr«ls  ns  well  as  the  oil,  tho  cirricrs  that  make 
nso  of  both  inodea  of  transportation  have  disregarded  tlio 
principl(!S  phiitilv  and  emphatifall}'  laid  down  hy  the  Coiiimis- 
i^ion  in  the  casco  cited,  and  liavc  paid  no  attention  to  the  enb- 
sn^uciit  iilHcial  nictnonindtiin  explanatory  of  the  decisions  in 
tboeo  coses,  but  have  pcreistcd  in  maintaining  a  discrimination 
Bgainst  barrel  Bliippei-s.  An  order  requiring  the  dieconlinii- 
uiicc  of  the  disci"iini nation  lia«  therefore  bccoino  noceesary,"' 

*'  An  oi-dor  lias  tlierefot'o  become  noceBsary."  The  Commis- 
sion then  oi-dered  one  road  concerned  in  this  eoparate  case  to 
''cen^and  desist''  uitliin  thirty  days. ;  Altliongh  suverul  caitefl 
affecting  a  iiumbcr  of  letinertt  and  a  number  of  load:!  had  been 

ird  and  aiibniitted  together,  as  pmctically  one  in  traflic,  toi^ 
itory,  circnnistances,  and  the  main  question,  it  confined  ita 
decision  to  tliu  nase  which  involved  only  one  road,  and  that  a 
tubordinato.  There  the  Commissiuii  stopped;  iind  tlioro  it 
stuck  for  mom  than  two  years,  from  September  5,  1S90,  to 
November  14,  139:2,  refraining  from  a  decision  in  the  case  ol 
tho  principal  i)ffuru]er,  the  IVniisylvnnia  Itiilroad. 

Tho  Pcnimylvaciiit  l£ailroad  is  Ihu  rcprcecntalivo  carrier  in 
lliQ  oil  traffic  It  controls  all  the  oil  biieinc^s  that  pa^sce  over 
its  lines,  no  matter  how  far  avray  it  originates,  Tlio  initial 
road  which  led  tlic  attack  on  the  barrel  shipperi^  is  t^ubbidiary 
to  the  PeimBylvaoia  in  the  oil  business,  and  tliePcnnsylvnuta. 
controls  its  rat^snnd  regulations.'  The  Pennsylvania  Um  been 
tlto  head  and  front  of  the  railroad  attack  on  these  men,  and  has 
been  Uic  open  nultilicr  of  the  law  and  the  Commii^ttion  in  this 
matter.    It  was  the  principal  defendant  on  trial,  and  \U  CSM 

'luUnUta  Coiamcrcc  C^uirniialon  RoparU,  toI.  It.,  p.  ISl. 
'Trftiiiomij,  TiiaxTillc  mil  Oil  CH;  ImlcpondeDtfl' cuu^  pp.  1$8,  103,  Mi. 
AM.  4«7. 
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was  idontical  vritti  that  of  the  utliors,  except  tliiit  ibwns  the  most 
fiagniiit ;  but  no  order  would  tlio  Coin  miss  ion  iseuo  against  it 
for  two  yeare.  t  Wetidoll  I'hillipe  saye;  "Tliere  is  no  power  in 
Olio  Stato  to  i-fisiet  Buch  n  giuiit  ns  thu  Ponnsylvaiiiaroad.  Wo 
bavo  thirty-eight  one-horsu  kgielatiiros  in  this  t'ouiitry;  and 
wo  have  a  man  like  Tom  KKott  willi  three  huiidrud  iind  fifty 
millions  in  hitt  hands  and  if  lie  waller  through  tlic  States  they 
bare  no  power.  Why.  he  need  not  move  atuli ;  if  he  smokes, 
ju  Grant  does,  a  puS  of  tlio  waste  emoko  out  of  his  mouth  ii)>- 
Mte  the  legislature*.''  When  tlio  Ceminiesion  had  ordered  a 
change  of  mtes  on  barrele  in  the  Sonth,  the  Fennsykania  did 
the  CoininiBsion  tlie  double  disrespect  of  declaring  that  that 
order  wajt  binding  npon  itnelf  Hgain»t  the  protest  of  the  Coni- 
miBsion,  itid  of  using  nn  order  to  reduce  rates  as  an  excuse  for 
raising  thcin.  B«t  now  when  tlie  CommiBsion,  September  5, 
1690,  made  a  decision  on  the  fnino  point  in  ft  caec  Arising  in 
the  territory  «nd  traffic  io  whieh  tiio  I'enreylvariia  was  tlio 
chief  carrier  —  a  ease,  too,  of  a  buneh  of  eaecs  in  which  the 
Pennsylrania  was  a  defendant  —  that  road  ignored  it.  The 
GoDimi8£ion,in  lite  Kice,  Kobinson  and  Witherop  case, in  1S90, 
promulgated  the  very  rnle  wlucU  the  rennsylvania  Kailroftd 
e&tabliehed,  which  it  had  been  following  for  twenty  ycai-s, 
and  which  its  officers  before  the  Commission  eworo  was  the 
correct  one,  bat  tho  Pennsylvania  rcfnscd  now  to  accept  and 
follow  it.  Tlie  road  whicli  was  now  ordered  (o  go  back  to 
tho  correct  practice,  and  \vhich  had  perforee  done  so,  wiis  the 
initial  road.  Tho  Pennsylvania  had  followed  it3  initiative  in 
adopting  A  "false"  and  "misleading"  and  *Mm\varr-j.nted" 
practice,  hnt  would  not  follow  it  in  changing  to  tho  good. 

The  attitude  in  whieii  the  Pennsylvania  road  and  tho  Com- 
mission were  thus  placed  towards  each  other  was  this:  Shall 
the  Pennsylvania  iiaiilroad  he  allowed  to  make  a  charge 
which  the  Commission  volunteered  to  rubuko  it  for  making, 
and  which  it  had  decided,  iti  the  parallel  case  of  another 
road  in  tho  same  situation,  was  altogether  unwarranted  and 
t  oeaso?  They  stood  thus  failing  each  other  moi'u  than 
joara.    There  w.is  apparently  no  excuse  for  delay  tho 


Commission  woiilJ  not  ncccpt.  At  one  time  it  gwnted  post- 
ponement on  tiic  plea  of  !\  Uwrer  that  Iiis  fnthcr  M'as  sick. 
More  than  tlie  lawj'or'fi  fatlior  wcro  sick;  a  wliole  cotniniiiiitr 
of  liii&iiiess  men  were  fiiclt ;  tlio  entire  coniitrj  was  Biek,  its 
indnstn-,  law,  politics,  iiiurals — nil.  Tlio  ftdiiiinititration  of 
jnfiticu  wae  nick.  If  tlio  facts  li&d  been  uncertain,  or  the  tnw 
iindctt-riniiit'i),  tlm  coiirso  of  jiistico  would  still  liavn  Fccmed 
cruelly  slug^isli ;  but  licru  was  n  matter  in  which  the  facts  and 
the  law  in  question  liail  been  settled,  and  hy  tlm  Commission 
itself,  ovur  iiiul  over  ajjain.  The  only  thing  rcrnnining  was 
tlint  the  I'cnnej'lvtiniA  Kailroad,  as  well  as  the  ro-td  whicli  was 
its  next  neighbor,  must  obey  the  law.  The  railroad  ajjainst 
which  the  liiterslate  Conmiorce  Commission  decided  in  1890 
ou  this  point  joined  the  I'ennuylvania  at  Irviiicton  nnd  Corrj-. 
The  Commission  pnt  the  law  into  force  on  one  side  of  tliose 
points,  bnt  for  two  years  gave  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
and  others  *' roheurin^^s "  und  otiier  means  of  delay,  and  did 
not  open  its  lips  to  say  that  the  same  law  must  rei^n  on  tho 
other.  The  conduct  ol  this  corporation  meant  that  it  in- 
tended to  respect  neither  the  Interstate  Commerce  Oomtiiie- 
sion  nor  the  Interstate  Commerce  law;  tliat  it  reeognizod  the 
will  of  cliqued  wealth  as  the  supremo  law;  that  the  protesta- 
tions of  loyally  tu  the  law  and  the  Commission  with  which  it 
Accompanied  its  dctiancc  of  both  were  not  olifored  as  a  dis- 
guise of  rcspcet,  bnt  were  chowjn  as  n  method  which  would 
most  embarrass  the  people's  tribunal  in  upholding  itself  and 
the  rights  of  tho  citizens.  All  that  was  needed  by  those  who 
/iiad  contrived  and  were  cnnlinning  the  wrong  was  time— they 
\bad  everything  else.     Time  they  got.  and  plenty  of  it. 

July  15, 1891,  the  refiiiers  said  to  the  Commission:  "Two 
and  one-half  ycar^  have  clapped  since  these  eoinplalnts  were 
filed,  and  tho  end  U  not  yet.  Wo  eaineatly  hoped  that  wo 
liad  succeeded  in  convincing  this  Conimisston  that  this  re- 
spondent was  inflicting  on  complainants  n  grc.it  and  unneces- 
sary wrong,  which  merited  the  most  speedy  remedy  and  va- 
drsGB  po6«ible.  If  we  have  failed  in  this  we  are  unable  to 
ucribe  the  failure  to  a  tack  of  evidence  or  proniptnesii  in  pra* 


JUSTICE  mT/IOi-T  DRLA  Y 


I4!> 


ecnting  it.  It  wm  not  tbouglit  poastbic  tlint  all  this  great 
Icnjsth  of  time  would  be  I'cqulrcd  to  rcncit  u  conclusion  in 
thcfio  matters,  under  u.11  tlicso  circunibtaiiccs,  cKpecinlly  after 
ilic  dcoibiou  in  tbo  Xiicc,  Robinson,  ttud  Witlicrop  case  (Sep- 
tember 5,  18©0).  Tlio  ciicmic*  of  tlic  complainante  eoiild 
ecarceiv  bave  found  or  widiod  for  any  moro  effoclu:tl  w«j  of 
injuring  coiuphiiianU  tlian  by  &  lung  delay  of  their  cau»0. 
Portlier  delay  simply  means  fiirtber  injury  to  complainants." 
The  two  years  and  a  half  linve  gone  on  to  more  ilian  fire 
ycar«.  A  ileciaioii  Jiaa  been  made,  bnl  the  end  is  not  yet. 
The  delay  prevented  the  injured  men  from  going  to  nriy  otlier 
tribunjil  with  their  conipljiiiit.  Tliey  have  enececdcd  in  kccp^ 
ing  alire,  thoitgh  barely  alive,  beciuise  the  pn'oe  of  llieir  lawi 
material  has  declined  a  little,  und  given  them  n  margin  to\ 
cling  to.  This  delay  ha.s  denied  them  justice  in  the  special  \ 
tribunal  they  were  invited  to  attend,  and  lias  aUo  denied  ' 
tJjem  the  relief  they  could  have  ^ot  from  other  courts. 

The  Commission  heard  all  this  urged  by  eloquent  coiin- 
aet.  It  liearJ  the  men  who  were  being  crushed  tell  how  their 
rofineries  were  being  cluR-d,  tiielreuiitomeni  loKt,  their  butfiness 
wrecked,  their  labor  iJlu,  whila  llie  tntdn  itself  wjik  growing 
lai^r  than  ever.  It  uaw  the  stutistics  which  proved  It.  ])nt 
no  practical  relief  havo  the  independents  of  Oil  City  and 
Titusville  been  able  to  get  from  it.-  Tliey  liavo  lost  the  baai- 
nesBi  lost  the  iiopca  of  live  years,  lost  the  growth  they  would 
hare  made,  lost  tire  years  of  life. 

This  delay  of  jastieo  is  awful,  but  it  is  not  the  end,  for 
tJie  deeisidn,  ihowgh  it  cuiiio  at  latt  in  Xovomber,  1893,  IiaaN 
brought  no  help.  It  rerjuirod  the  roads  to  cither  carry  the. 
Wrels  free  or  furnish  tank-cars  to  all  shippers,  and  for  the 
past  oniered  a  refund  of  the  freigiil  eliargcd  on  barrels  to 
ahippers  wlio  had  been  denied  the  uee  of  tntik-car?.  More 
tUan  tivo  months  after  it  was  rendered  the  independents,  in  an 
P«ppeal  (April  20,  1893)  to  the  Intcretato  Commerce  Comniis- 
^on,  called  its  attention  tutiic  fact  that  *'  none  of  the  railroads 
in  any  one  of  tho  ca«es  hns  as  yet  eccn  fit  to  obey  any  of  its 
orders  save  such  and  to  such  extent  as  they  found  them  ad- 
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vantAgeous  to  tlicmsclvc^  although  tlic  time  for  doing  bo  liaa 
expired."  More  appalling  titill,  itniivcarctl,  iii  uii  ii})plication 
mado  in  March,  IS'J^,  by  the  Fcntit^ylvaiiia  Ilailroad  fi>r  a  re- 
opening of  the  case,  that  these  ycnrs  of  litigation  were  hot 
pi'clirninflry  to  further  Htigalion.  Tlie  counsL'l  of  the  rnilroad, 
ill  Iho  epirit  ill  nhich  it  lind  previously  warned  tlie  Com- 
mission  that  its  powers  ''may  be  tested,"  now  informed  it 
that  the  road,  if  tite  application  for  further  delay  were  not 
granted,  would  "avvait  proceedings  in  tlio  Circuit  Court  for 
enforcement  of  what  it  believed  to  bo  an  crroncona  order." 
And  in  anotlier  passage  it  referred  to  the  proceedings  before 
the  Comitiiseiou  ns  being  simply  proceedings  "in  advaoco  of 
any  final  dutormination  of  the  caso  on  ita  merits."  Four 
years  and  a  half  had  been  consumed  when,  as  tiic  indcpoQ' 
dciits  pleaded  to  the  Coinutission,  "it  might  rcasonably  have 
Iweii  expected  tliat  as  inany  months  would  have  sulHeed,"  and 
yet  these  are  only  preliminary  to  "  the  tiaal  detennination  of 
the  case  on  its  merits." 

"The  delay  enffcred  has  been  despairing — killing,"  was  the 
agonized  cry  of  the  independents  in  their  plea  to  tlie  Intct\ 
stnto  Commerce  Coniniiseion  not  to  gnant  this  new  delay. \ 
'•  We  pray  that  no  more  be  pennitted."  IJut  in  November, 
1S93,  more  delay  was  permitted  by  granting  another  applica- 
tion of  the  rennsylvaniii  Kailroad  for  ''i-eliearing."  This 
was  limited  to  tliirty  dnye,  but  thceo  have  run  into  months, 
and  "  tliQ  end  is  not  yet."  Kivo  years  have  now  passed  in 
this  will-o'-thc-wisp  pursuit  of  justice  '*  without  delay." 

And  nnothcr  "outsider,"  who  has  been  a  suppliant  since 
March,  188y,'  before  tlio  Interstate  Commerce  Coiuniissiou  for 
the  »ntiie  relief— the  free  carriage  of  h^ri-cla  where  tanks  aro 
carried  fi-eo— is  still  a  suppliant  in  vniu.  The  Commission 
OunHuiiiud  tlirue  yciirs  in  hearing?  and  rehe:irings^  only  to 
report  itself  unable  to  decide  this  and  other  important 
points  raised  hy  liitn.  It  wati  "a  most  perplexh^g  inquiry/' 
*'wo  aro  not  prepared  to  hoi  J,"  "  we  desire  to  he  made  ao- 
qUAinted  with  the  present  situation,^'  und  "the  rcsDlts  cx- 
>  Sm  (lit.  tti.  and  irtL 
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liikiied  by  recent  experience."  '*  No  ancli  intimation  ia  in- 
tendciJ,"  eaid  tlic  Corninisiiion,  us  tlmt  it  19  right  for  the  ronde 
ID  charge  far  barrt'Ie  when  ihoycaiTied  tanks  free — not  at  all. 
"  Wo  simply  refmiii  "  fnim  stuppiii-;  t!io  wrong,  and  "  reserve 
farther  opinion  for  fiillfr  inforiiialion  and  inoro  satisfactory 
inqairy."  Perhaps,  howevLT,  by  "voUintiiry  action'"  tbe  rail- 
roads whicli  liad  cotitrivL'd  thii!  wrong  ivouM  be  fjood  enough 
to  stop  it,  Ihough  tiic  Comnitsfrioti  waa  not  good  cnoogb  to 
order  thorn  to  do  8o!  Tlic  Cotnniissioii  hold  that  tiie  rates 
vcro  "unlawful;  but,  for  want  of  eiifticiont  dntn,  we  do  not 
nndertake  to  point  out  tlio  particniar  modificatiniis  and  re- 
ductions wlilch  wontd  satisfy  the  demands  of  justice."  '  "  We 
are  not  now  prepared  to  determine,"  "wo  feel  iinahle  to  prc- 
ecriljc,"  "ifi  not  now  decided,"'  "reopened  for  fni-l]ior  cridonco 
and  ai^umont,"  aro  tho  phraser  with  wbicli  ttio  Commiefiioa 
glided  aivny  from  tho  Bottloiiient  of  other  vital  pointis  as  to 
whieli  its  intervention  hiid  been  Invoked  for  more  titan  three 
yeant.  Even  wlicu  it  directed  ihe  railroads  to  reduce  their 
charge  it  added  ^'  to  what  e.\tent  the  Coinnilgsiot]  does  not  now 
determine,  and  the  casee  wiU  be  held  open  for  ench  fiirthor," 
etc.  And  there  hia  case  hiingt>  even  unto  tiiis  day,  for  since 
tliis  " not-iiow-decided "  decision  tho  "onteider"  has  never  ro- 
novt'd  his  appeals  to  the  Inteivtnto  Conitncrco  ConiniiKoion 
concerning  theso  casBH  or  otliers/  but,  hopeless  of  redress,  h>6 
]et  them  ^o  by  default 

Tho  secret  contract  Btands,  but  tlic  bfirrel  men  Burvivc^ 
Iwrcly,  despite  monopoly,  Ity  changing  to  tank-cars,  and  gct> 
ting  a  pipo-lino  and  some  tcrminalg.  They  create  iHiuboard 
facilitiog  and  persuade  the  Jersey  C^entral  to  haul  their  tanks. 
To  meet  this  road  lliey  Jay  the  pipe  now  to  bo  deeeribed,  anij, 
to  escape  railroads  altogeihur,  will  build  to  Kew  York,  if  not 
ruined  meanwhile. 


'  IUm  c-tdci,  Xo*.  IM,  IBS,  I9{.  Inlcr»Ut«  Commerco  ComtnUiioa  Reports; 
miLr.,p.  Ida.  *Ranie. 

'(Jcurce  Rkit  n.  Ttie  St.  jAmit  SoiilliHwioni  Sailwaj  Co.  *t  at.,  antl  iianio  m. 
Btltinwn  and  Oliio  Soulbw««lorii  RniUvnv  Cu,  tt  al.  tuKnlato  ConiTiinrco  Cair. 
ifMMwa  UeporU,  lol.  v^  p.  tt<). 


CHAPTER  Xri 


CNnxtSIIKn  UAKL-lt   TO  TIIE   SEA 


Between  May  and  December.  SlierinaJi  made  liU  march 
from  Lookout  Mountain  to  tlie  sea,  ciittin";  tlie  Confcdcmcjr 
in  two.  For  liiirty  years  tlie  people  of  Peimeylvaiiin  Imvu 
been  trying  to  break  a  free  way  to  tlic  ocean  tliroiigli  iho 
AlleglinnieB  ami  t)io  oil  combination,  and  in  vain.  For  ten 
years  tlio  li()]>e  of  irulopomient  oiitk't  to  tlie  sea  from  tlio  oil- 
BeliJit  of  Foiiiifiylvania  l:iy  prDSinite  under  the  blow  of  the 
SDirender  of  the  Tidewater.  Twice  the  people  have  tried 
again,  only  each  time  to  he  ticadcd  olT.  Tiie  tii'st  of  tliirse  two 
rallies  rollajiBcd  in  the  shiit-dowti  of  IS8";  the  scwnd  was 
stopped  at  iho  cannon's  moutli  by  an  armed  foreo  nt  Hancock, 
Now  York,  in  tlio  year  of  pciico,  1892. 

By  18S7  tlic  people  of  tho  oil  regions  had  recovered  •from 
the  fehock  of  losing  the  inilepRndeiit  lldewater  Pipe  Line^' 
and  began  to  make  new  plans  for  gettini;  to  the  cea.  ll_> 
aoine  means  tlie  committee  to  wiiom  they  had  intmstetl  the 
mano^emont  of  tho  now  onterpriso  uras,'pei-g»aded  to  f^  to 
New  York  to  confer  with  thr»  otficcrs  of  the  oJl  corabinatioo, 
who  had  mcaiiiires  of  conciliation  to  propose  that  wonld  uialce 
it  iinncceRsary  to  huild  the  new  pi^m  linos.  Tiiia  oommittue, 
and  finally  the  cunstitui>ncy  it  represiintcd,  were  made  to  helieve 
that  rlie  cause  of  tlio  wuus  of  the  oil  country  was  aimpty  and 
only  that  there  waa  too  much  oil— nut  that  there  vcte  too 
many  «Niipty  or  hiilf-tillvd  lainjw.  They  agreed  In  nut  down 
their  bn^inc^e  onclinlf,  and  were  hii'cd  away  from  the  project 
of  getting  full  pricva  on  il  full  product.     Tlio  outcome  was 
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the  "  6Uat-dowri^_olifi&7.  The  protlucere  were  pcraundcd  it 
wonld  bring  back  oil  to  n  dollar  u  barrel  —  to  stay  tliore; 
bat  after  a  brivf  and  unreinunerative  spurt  in  values,  a  rc- 
•ction,  I:i5ting^  to  tliQ  prcKoiit.  onrricd  prices  to  n  lower  level 
tlian  vver,  and  tlie  prodiiceni  fituiKl  timt  tlm  \j\&t  state  of  tliosd' 
wbo  let  fiucl)  fi])irit«  enter  tliuiii  is  olwnys  worst;  than  tlie  fii'st. 

Bovcnd  time^  beforo  tine  tliu  uil  pt-odueoiii  liad  tried  to  imi- 
tato  the  policy  of  Ecurcitvi  wliicli  tlio  must  brilliant  biieinees 
BucecescB  arc  toacliing  to  be  tlic  royal  road  to  woultU.  Jt  13 
«alod  by  tlie  report  of  the  General  Council  of  tlie  Fetrolonm 
Prodneere'  Union  '  tliat  tlie  producers  bad  twice  entered  into 
arrangements  with  tbe  oil  combination  to  lessen  tlie  product 
and  regnlato  tbe  price  of  cnide  petroleum,  and  th.-it  in  each  cuae 
the  arrangement  bad  been  violated  by  tlie  latter  wlicn  it  scciucd 
about  to  become  profitable  to  the  producer,  llciice.  when  in- 
vited to  confer  for  a  tliird  venture  of  tliis  sort,  tbe  Council  de- 
clined to  do  BO.  But  iti  1687  tlie  iiivitjitiun,  exteiulud  fur  tbe 
fourth  time,  was  a  tliird  tiniu  aeeepted.  The  prodiieeni  ciuc- 
ceeded  in  ibo  restriction,  but  tliey  did  not  liettcr  their  con- 
dition. These  men  jjiivo  iho  world  tin;  spectacle  of  the  ])to- 
dncenii  flirting  with  the  eulilary  and  Kiiprume  buyer  of  tlicir 
product,  in  the  belief  that  lie  wonld  help  them  to  raieo  their 
price  against  himself. 

The  .'ii^recinent  wliich  viw.  made  with  tlic  producers  was 
shown  before  Congi'ess.*  Tho  producers  were  bound  for  a 
year  from  Novcniljcr  J,  1887. "'  to  prodnce  at  least  17,500  bar- 
rels of  cmde  petroleum  less  per  day,"  and  to  make  it.  if  pos- 
mWo,  *' 30,CK)0  barrels  Ices  per  day."  In  rctnm  for  this  the 
oil  combination  n-*recd  to  giro  tho  speculative  protlls  on 
6,000,000  barrels  of  oil  — tlio  prolita  on  5,0u(l,00U  for  them, 
and  on  1,1)00,000  for  their  laborers.  Tliie  move  of  those  who 
want  petroleum  elioap  to  make  it  de.tr  is  one  of  the  C'jiiivo- 
cations  cif  po^ey  in  wUicli  princes  have  always  distingiiislied 
tliemaclveti.  /Tlie  need  of  tlip  hour  was  to  stop  the  building 
of  the  wiuputiitg  pipe  line.    That  was  accomplished  by  tho 
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■■  aaJMiUQimt  prim  prorad,  did  not  bttrt  tfaa  bsycr  of  their 
oil ;  qahc  die  tuuiuj. 

Drilk  and  paiii|«  at  ooee  eeaied  Aar  opentiom  thnm^i- 
Mrt  Iho  vQ  /^Mttt.    Worknq;-aieo  wcfe  tluova  oat  of  em- 
plofuwot,  itorH  were  cloced,  baadreds  of  fsmilio  Lad  to  sab- 
■iK  00  eliantj.    One  of  t!ie  Broad  nr  prodneen  vbo  nudo 
tlw  bcrgain  for  the  fhot^im  admitted  to  tbe  eoonaittee  of 
dw  Kew  York  I>^IatDre  tbftt  "  tlie  oil-prodoeiiig  interest 
TM  sbnormslly  dtipriad,"  and  "th^  there  was  great  di»* 
tnmJ' '    Tbe  agreement  I'ttelf  redtes  tliat  the  prtee  of  petro- 
letnn  bad  been  daring  tbe  preceding  jear  "  bigely  belon-  the 
ODitat  wliicli  it  wu  produced."    Tbe  people  of  tbeoilcoantry 
went  to  work  with  deaperstion  to  enforce  tbe  policr  of  oil 
famine.     Cvnimittees  were  fornicd  among  the  well-drillers  in 
eseb  diitrict,  **  whoM  dul^,'*  the  fonnal  papers  of  organization 
atated,  "  aluill  be  to  keep  a  lookout  for  and  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent the  drilling  of  welU."    **  Wc  liaTc  no  way  of  stopping 
tlioBo  who  want  to  drill  wells,"  one  of  the  officers  of  tbe  organi- 
zation tftid,  "only  by  good,  reasonable  talk.''     The  WtU-driU- 
ers'  Union  jippointcd  and  paid  one  of  their  members  to  reasoiL 
with  people  who  insiitod  npon  digging  welle.     It  is  not  neces- 
sary (o  <|ueiition  the  good  faith  of  tlie  assurance  their  officials 
gave  CongnMi  that  his  dnties  did  not  ret^nire  the  nse  of  nitro- 
glyecriiie.     Hut, ''  uriofficliilly,"  nitro-glyccrine  was  freely  used 
to  ctlfurcu  llio  sliDt-dowii,     Men  who  failed  to  fei:l  the  intla- 
«neo  of  the  '*good  talk,"  and  went  on  pntting  up  machinery, 
snd  drilling  wclU,  wonld  tind  tboir  derricks  hlomi  into  kin- 
dling-wood.    Iioft<rring  to  ono  of  Uiosc  occnrr<-ncea,  a  member 
of  the  Wu  I  [■drillers'  Union  told  CongrciiR  it  wunt  a  case  where 
no  purtniMion  lind  Imh-ii  j^rantett  by  the  union  to  drill. 

"  Wns  the  rig  Jt-ot roy od  i"  he  was  asked. 

"  The  derrick  w.i8  bluwcd  np  hy  some  kJud  of  compound." 

X'lt'  <Hliuitily  of  the  "coiupoiirid''  was  cnoajrli  to  shake 
wiridowB  six  miles  diatiiiii.  The  derrick  and  the  machinery 
wore  "  clieapenod  '*  into  jniik. 

■TMiiniony,  Tni«l«.NewT<>r)iSMiiiU>,  I6SS.  p.  4i9. 


1 


lOQlV  OF  EXPLOSWy 


ISA 


'"  Did  yon  ever  know  of  a  case  of  any  niiii*s  derrick  and 
appanitUB  bcin;^  blown  up  in  ttm  oil  ru^iun  liefuro  tlio  forina- 
tioi)  oi  this  ui»ciciatiou'("  one  of  tlie  shiit-dowiiers  was  asked. 

"I  conid  not  my  tliat  I  do." ' 

TIio  owner  of  tlie-ajijinratus  destroyed,  it  was  stated  by  the 
prett,  had  ))gcu  rcpiatvdly  rccjiitstcd  to  join  tho  alnit-down, 
bnt  had  rofuwd.  Tlicro  vcro  sov«ra]  eiich  occui-i'onccs,  rccull- 
iiig  tlio  affiiirs  at  tiie  Hiiffido  refinery  in  ISSS."  When  tlie 
people  in  Pennsylvanin  e.iw  npostlcs  of  tlio  gospel  of  ninking 
oil  clieap  enter  into  n  bargain  with  them  to  niako  it  sc-nrce,  it 
IS  not  snriirising  tliat  ttiey  should  liavo  become  bewildered  to 
tlw  point  of  thinking  that  tlio  noiso  of  nitro-glycenne  was 
*'good  talk,"  and  should  liave  stink  into  the  dcpre^ion,  tnono- 
tAry  and  moral,  that  alone  could  make  such  haggard  face^  rise 
among  an  honeet  laboriona  people. 

We  Iiave  Been  how  t!ie  rcliner&  who  piuts  nndcr  the  control 
of  the  trust  are  compelled  to  make  inunllily  rcporls.  The 
same  perfectness  of  discipline  appears  at  once  among  the  pro- 
dacors  in  this  ehnt<down.  Every  ono  of  thom  had  to  mak» 
monthly  reports  of  how  nnich  oil  lie  had  taken  out  of  Ibo 
cnrth.  If  the  mobilization  of  industry  goes  on  at  tlio  rato  of 
recent  years,  it  will  not  bo  long — not  later,  perhajw,  than  the 
end  of  the  ninotcciith  century — bc-foro  all  prDdncore,  and  all 
makers,  will  to  sending  niontldy  ropurta  to  New  York  of 
grain,  cattle,  iron,  wool,  Inmber,  leather,  and  the  mannfaetares 
o£  thcni  to  Iru&teee,  whoso  "  pleasure  ii  is  to  try  to  make  them'' 
— the  men  as  well  as  the  commodities — "  clit-ap,"  Tiie  supci*- 
vtaioD  by  meatii  of  Ihc^c  monthly  i-cports  was  so  close  that 
o*or-p reduction,  however  niinnle,  was  immediately  known.  If 
tlw  owner  of  a  well  over-prod  need  oiily  the  one-hnndretUh  of 
II  barret,  he  got  a  notice  tu  go  nlower.' 

To  the  prodncere  engaged  in  it  the  rcKuIt  of  the  sliiif-<h>wri 
WIS  that  when  their  repreecntiitivcet  at  tho  end  of  it  called  on 
the  oil  combination  in  New  York  for  tlio  profits  on  tlie 
5,000,000  barrels  of  oil  set  apart  for  thoni,  as  agreed,  they 
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^MM  ginn  m  dieek  for  a  ram  betwecD  $900,000  ind  fSSO.OOO.' 
nil  «i»  dlrided  amoDg  tbote  wbo  1um3  ecMipcnted — nearly 
•BS  tbovaaad — in  propt»rtioa  to  tbcir  share  to  Uic  good  work 
qS  making  the  nipply  of  tite  light  of  the  people  bo  much 
*kG»  per  day."  Tke  drama  of  iodnBtry  has  not  many  »e«oee 
wocc  Btrilcingi  than  thia  nf  these  raen — tlio  principil  prodnoers 
of  the  oil  roantrii'.  which  Tutd  yielded  in  the  thirty  years  np  to 
duB  time  more  tlian  800,000,000  barrels  of  oil — going  to  the 
great  tyndicate  in  Ncu-  York  to  buy  the  privile^  of  restrict- 
ing tlie  production  of  their  own  welU,  thuikfully  accepting 
the  fecaoty  pnjiita  on  a  epecahitire  deal  in  the  oil  exchange  of 
5,000,000  barrol^  rcceivin;;  with  cmotioos  of  eDthonasm  a 
check  for  a  emiplo  of  hundred  thoDisnd  dftlLirs  for  a  year's 
''cooperation  "  from  the  men  who  had  inadc  out  of  tlieir  prod- 
uct hnndreds  of  milliunM. 

The  fthnt-down  wa«  a  great  disappointment  in  prices.  The 
arcragc  price  of  putrrik-nni  at  the  welU  for  October^  the 
month  before  the  ehut'down,  was  T0|  cents  a  barrel.  The 
highest  monthly  price  reached  during;  the  restriction  was  03|t, 
in  March,  1SS9.  The  average  forOctobcr,  18$$,  the  last  month 
of  the  year  originally  agreed  upon,  vas  OUg-.  liy  a  subeeqoent 
undemlanding  the  restriction  wiu  continned  until  July.  tSSd. 
4(Thc  prifc  then  was  95J,  At  no  time  during  the  ahul-down 
waB  the  (.'ovctcd  dollar  mark  maintained,  and  it  was  barely 
touched  in  March,  1S8S,  after  which  tliurc  was  a  sharp  decline  to 
Tlfi  in  J  nnc,  with  savage  Ios«««  to  "the  lauihe.''  High  pricesdid 
not  como  until  the  accumnlation  of  C.OOO.OOO  bnrrcia  set  aside 
"for  the  uio''  of  the  prodiic-prs  had  been  sold  out.  After  that 
there  were  in  the  winter  following — 1889-ifO— a  few  months 
in  which  the  price  ro«e,  m  to  SI. 12^  in  November,  1889,  bub 
it  sank  the  year  following  to  60}  in  Doccmbcr,  1890,  and  it 
continued  to  go  down  until  crude  oil  reached  SO  cents  in 
October.  1892,  the  lowest  point  knowa  since  tliei'e  was  aa  oil 
market' 

>  Now  ITorlc  Tribune,  Juno  59,  IHSU. 
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Tbo  men  tritli  whom  the  producers  made  tlieir  bnrgaii 
ftUrcwder  thaii  ther,  and  versed  iti  tlie  dytinmics  of  Ihe  maii 
kels,  knew  that  the  effect  of  fctting  apart  fl,<K)0,00))  harrels 
oil  would  be  ultimately  depressive  to  prices,  not  stiintilatinj 
Not  knowing  when  or  at  wliat  price  this  vast  amoixot  would  bo 
unloaded,  biijrei-s,  both  for  iiso  and  for  gpeenliUion,  would  bo 
iiudo  timid,  and  prioeii  would  bti  held  in  clieck.  The  glint- 
down  produced  a  great  gambling  mania.  Untold  millions 
were  lni»t  hy  men  iti  the  «>il  (country,  wlio  gambled  on  the  ex> 
changes  to  make  the  prefitfi  of  tlio  expected  advance.  Local 
puuics,  bank  failnres,  ruin  in  all  its  shapes,  were  tbo  escort  of 
shamo  and  loss  which  maiThcd  with  tlie  ehul-down.  Ciiriou&ly 
enongh,  it  was  those  who  speciilaioil  for  the  rise  who  were 
the  loBcrs.  Thcro  was  against  them  an  element  wh^cli  kncv 
better  than  they  what  prices  were  going  to  be,  for  it  made 
tliem.  It  in  thiH  ability  uf  intiidero  to  bet  im  a  certainty  which 
lias  been  the  dctttruetion  of  thu  oil  exctiauges.  From  Pitts* 
burg  fo  Xew  York  tlicy  arc  now  practically  all  dead. 

The  amount  of  the  reduction  ctTected  by  the  tihiit  down,  in* 
dependent  of  a  natural  decline  which  had  eot  in  eomo  months 
bcfure,  has  heon  estimated  at  11,000,000  to  15,000,000  barrels. 
The  production  nin  down  from  25,79S,Of)0  barrels  in  1S86  to 
21,47S,Sft.1  in  1SS7,  and  16,483,683  in  1838.  In  1S30  it  was 
np  to  2I,487,«5  again,  and  in  1800,  29,130,910. 

The  price  of  light  advanced.  When  the  iicgatiution^  were 
in  progresethe  prudncerH  were  Cold  that  if  thu  flow  of  oil  glut* 
tiug  ilto  market  could  bo  etopptd  the  price  of  refined  conld 
be  advanced,  and  tliat  for  every  eighth  of  n  cent  a  gallon 
advance  in  it  the  prodncerB  could  expect  an  advanee  of  4 
eenta  a  barrel  on  their  crndc  oil.  IteOiied  advanced  during 
ttie  shut-down  to  a  ]>ricc  to  correspond  to  which  the  crude 
shonid  bavo  risen  to  Ittl  cents  a  biirrtl.  Instead,  it*  price  fell 
to  78  cents.  The.  committee  went  to  New  York  "to  p^>- 
tofit."  Their  Xew  York  ally  eaiU  there  was  no  change  in  tho 
ranrkctfl  of  the  world.  That  they  could  get  the  price  for  the 
rctinod,  but  tbcy  did  not  propose  to  hold  np  the  price  of  tlio 
crude.    "  If  wc  conld  not  do  that,  they  could  not  help  it." 
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"He  lind  refilled  to  bcII,  nnd  enido  to  buy!" 

•'Yes,Bir."' 

Tliis  slmt-dowH,  the  New  York  Trihnne  said,  was  "ons  of 
the  most  interesting  ocoiKiinical  exponinents  made  in  recent 
yeare."  It  wai-,  as  the  New  Yorlt  Witrlil  enkl,  "one  of  t!io 
largest  reatrictive  inovetnentfi  ever  attoniptod  in  coniuicrBe.'* 
Tlie  pi-eeiJeut  o£  tlio  trust,  wlien  examined  on  February  27, 
1888.  by  the  Now  York  Logielftturo,  as  to  the  agreement  for 
the  sliiil-dou'ii,  declared  jxHiitivoly  tbut  nothing  of  the  kind 
liail  Koen  doTie. 

"There  has  been  do  sucli  agreeracnt?"  ho  was  ankod. 

'"Oil  no,  air!  ...  Oil  has  run  freely  all  the  time." 

"  And  no  attcinjit  to  du  Ihut!" 

"No,  sir.'" 

He  afterwards  recalled  tlicao  denials,  and  excused  Limsc-lf 
on  the  ground  that  as  lie  Imd  been  in  Europe  when  the  ar- 
rangciiietit  was  nindo  he  had  known  of  it  only  '*  ineidentallj'."  ' 
A  "ehut-down"  on  facts  is  as  necessary  to  the  sncccss  of  llie 
schemes  for  scarcity  aa  a  shnt-don'D  in  oil.  Tliere  are  too 
many  facts,  as  well  as  too  much  oil. 

"  By  advancing  the  price  of  the  erode  material  yon  neces- 
eariiy  advance  the  price  of  the  refined  ?"  another  of  the  com- 
buiatioii  xvaa  aeked. 

"  Yes,  eir."  • 

TiiC  Hvenigc  price  of  nifined  at  New  York  for  export  \v.i5 
U.75  cents  a  gallon  in  188".  This  fokc  to  7.50  in  ISSS,  the 
htglicet  avenige  price  for  any  year  between  1885  and  18!)3.  * 
The  effect  of  tlic  rcctriction  —  "one  of  the  moet  cxtcn^ivo 
ever  attempted  in  commerce"  —  w.is  thns  to  make  oil  and 
light  and  all  its  oilier  products  ecarcer  and  dearer.  Tlio  pro- 
ducers really  got  no  good.  After  the  shut-dowu  had  been  in 
progress  f!ve  months,  their  committee  isaued  an  address  eon- 
gratnlatiug  them  on  thc"gloriuuH  results *' achieved  in  the 
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RdcMlv  Willi  TrliicU  the  pledge  uf  restriction  had  hccii  kept, 
bat  cxintJnited,  "But  prices  ure  not  jct  i-eitiunerativti."  ' 

"Wc  do  not  seem  to  have  gotten  it,"  one  of  the  producere 
said  to  Congress,  rcfemng  to  the  aseietancc  thoy  expected  iii 
an  ndvanco  of  tlie  price  to  protitnble  figures.'  Ko  lasting 
gain  cnmc  to  n.ny  one  niile^R  to  tlio  monopoly*  nnd  it  is  posei- 
bljr  too  soon  to  tell  whether  ite  gain  will  he  "lasting." 

Part  of  the  speculation  was  that  the  profits  of  3.000,000 
barrels,  contrihnted  equally  hy  the  combination  nnd  the  pro- 
ducers, nvere  to  he  dUtrihuted  among  the  working-incn  aSected 
by  the  Ices  of  employment.  Men  who  had  been  earning  $13 
a  day  received  a  dollar  a  day  from  tliis  fund,  and  lay  idle.* 
A  hliKteriiig  piutiire  of  tlio  condition  of  the  region  in  to  he 
Been  in  tho  testimony  of  one  of  the  produceni. 

"  The  payments  that  yon  have  made,  or  that  your  ag.*en]h!y 
has  made,  have  been  to  iniiividuale  V 

•■Ye*,  sir." 

"State  what  the  character  of  the  occupation  of  tho  individ- 
QttU  thns  relieved  was  in  relation  to  the  ehnt-in." 

*'Pnnipci'6  and  roustabout  men  who  had  faniilios  sick  and 
impovonghed.  Tlmt  \vm  u  source  of  relief  to  them,  and  we 
(lid  nut  withhold  it.  It  was  in  oitr  conimnnity,  and  we 
tlion;;ht  we  conld  well  afford  to  allow  them  that." 

"  For  what  did  yon  pay  thetn  )" 

"  For  cbarity'e  *ake." 

"Did  yon  give  them  any  occupation  f 

"We  had  it  not  to  give;  wo  gave  them  money  instead."' 

This  was  the  melancholy  end  of  the  great  shut-down.  But 
tlie  jx^nple  were  not  broken  by  their  new  fiiihirtt.  Tliey  did 
not  lie  long  in  tho  cnl-dc-iiau  into  which  tlitry  had  bcca 
trapped.  There  i»  a  magniticciit  rct^crve  force  of  ptil>lic  epirit 
And  loroof  lil>orty  in  tho  province  of  Williaiii  I'cnn  and  the 
clio&en  StAto  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Tlicoil  business  has  boeo 
a  thirty  years'  war.  Tho  jKiopIa  liavo  been  whipped  niitil  one 
would  snppoee  defeat  had  become  part  of  their  daily  routine, 
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bat  llien  lure  lAwmyn  been  oioi^  ^ood  boi  who  did  not 

k*crw  Uwy  WMtt  U«i«a  to  iMgiB  i^lii^  ai^a  taAj  tW  next 
MMl>b»K.  Il  WM  w  irbea  the  todepeadcaii  «f  FcftMjrlvaftk 
•Mil  tlM  pool  of  lh*oa  tnwt**  pipe  lineiMHl  tbentlnada  bcfim 
iIhi  |nt«««t«i«  Offfjowrrea  CommiMiun,  onljr  to  reap  tbe  ones* 
pMl«fJ  dwwiMUHiop  lliJit  tlm  tri^MRsl  (rrnl«d  by  CongmH  to 
prwfnl  «hI  pwifih  dltcn  in  t  nation  «u  liat  on*  mora  tbotn 
for  lliifpiliiyn  anfl  di-Ujr.'  Ijeavinfc  tlwir  caoM  on  1I10  floor  of 
Um  InUmUta  CoinmeroB  C<rinmiMloR,  tlieu  iDca  went  forth 
tin  Um  iwventjr  Mid  Mr«ntli  time  to  bnild  a  pipe  line  of  tbetr 
ffwii,  on  wlii<rfi  tlnry  aro  now  bii»r.  Tlit-Jr  narabon,  ntMttrcea, 
a»il  )if(|Mfi  am  t«M,  but  iboir  will  mil  txmnfffi  arc  nndlminblwd. 
T'Mlaj.Iri  nortliwrntfrri  nnd  troitern  Perinaylvania  thia  small, 
dut«tniilniHl  Uxly  (if  fiivn  nre  ({ulnf;  fom'ard  with  a  ii(!W  cam- 
pnlftti  In  their  Killatit  ilnitcK'"  ^'T  t'li^  c^tntrul  of  Itioir  own 
UiliininM.  Tlicir  I'ffurtii  linvo  lx.-cti,  a  frioudly  utMcn'tr  Hsjrg, 
nirt  Um  wannlj,  aa  liuroic  mid  tioltic  and  uOf-Mcriticing  as  tlie 
UprUiDK  of  A  iiatl'rti  for  IiM]o[)«i)doiino. 

Of  nil  llii*  very  link-  \m»  Imwii  known  onuidc  the  oil  re- 
■[iona,  for  lliu  roiiaon  llmt  tlio  n(]wiip»peni  (lici-e  arc  tnoitly 
ownml  or  oonlrultui)  by  tbu  oil  cuiiiliinatiun.*  or  fi-nr  it« 
Ipowor.  Tlio  Ib*1  i[idu|N<nd<>nt  daily  In  uortliwoatorn  I'oniisyl- 
vanla  baeaiiio  neutral  witcn  tlic  (lirvitt  wiu  made  tu  placo  a 
rkal  ill  llio  llrtii.  Willi  nyinpnllty  from  biit  few  of  tlin  liotne 
jiroa*,  riiliiMlloil  by  llm  "  ptptilo"  papcm,  mid  met  ot  every  turn 
by  oroiliiiijr  np|MM«i(li»ti,  mid  iiiiii«ynnci-»  (irt-jit  and  little  from 
iipka  and  rotiduLlJori,  tliuiw  niuti  nro,  in  \ii\H,  worI(in|>  qnivtly 
and  niiinfiilly  to  mit  llieir  way  (hraiigb  In  a  free  market  and  h 
rliflit  In  lii-ti.  Tbrir  n<<H-  ]>ipe  lino  baii  been  rnut  wilb  tbe 
wiiio  iiiii'uluiilinK,  (i[Kiii,  nnd  cov(!rt  wnrfarv  tliat  niitdo  overy 
lirovbiua  innreli  to  Ibe  aen  so  weai-y.  The  railrowle,  tlio  iiiciii. 
iMini  fif  till)  oil  touiiibintition,  and  every  private  ititcn»t  tlicM* 
oonbl  Inflnuoco  Imve  bmin  tiniicil  nKainst  them.  As  idl  tbroiigb 
tlin  bUlnry  of  the  liidopendent  pi|w  liiiott,  the  oificials  of  the 
railway*  have  oxltnuated  the  poMibiliUoa  of  opposition.     At 
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Wilkefibarre,  where  «  great  not-work  of  tracks  Iwvi  to  be  cva 
nnder,  all  the  roads  nnile^  to  scnJ  soven  Uwvors  into  <\>url 
to  fight  for  injanctions  as^ainst  ttic  siiii^tc-hanilcd  coun$ol  for 
the  prodaeers.  Ther  pleadi>d  again  the  technicalities  which 
had  been  inroked  afresh  at  evorr  civissin^,  although  alvva\-$ 
broshed  awav  bj  die  jodges.  as  thcT  were  hcn>  ugaii).  Tliough 
tbej  hare  allowed  their  right  of  war  to  Ite  uj^vj  without 
chai^  for  pipe  lines  which  were  to  cttmix'te  with  thoiu.  the 
rulioads  refused  to  allow  the  indc[HMidcnt$  to  iu»ke  a  ci\tss- 
ing,  erea  though  thej  had  the  legal  right  to  crv^ss.  Not  con- 
tent with  the  cliarapertj  of  cotlustro  irijiiiiction»,  ther  hare 
resorted  to  physical  force,  and  the  ]>i(H?- layers  of  the  inde- 
pendents hare  been  confronted  by  hundreds  of  armed  railroad 
employ^  When  they  hare  dug  trenches,  the  ntilrv>ad  men 
have  filled  them  up  as  fast.  Api>oal  to  the  courts  has  always 
given  the  right  of  way  to  the  independents,  but  the  tactics 
against  thera  are  renewed  at  every  crossing  beeanso  they  c<.>6t 
them  heart  and  money,  and  they  have  not  tlio  snmo  unliniiteil 
enpply  of  tlie  latter  as  of  the  former.  Tlioir  telegraph-poles 
have  been  cnt  down,  lawyers  and  land-agents  have  boon  sent 
in  advance  of  them  to  make  leases  of  the  farmers  for  a  year 
or  two  of  the  land  it  was  known  they  would  want.  For  n  few 
dollars  earneet-rooney  to  bind  the  bargain,  n  great  deal  of  land 
can  be  tied  np  in  such  ways.  In  soiuc  cases  conditional  ollon) 
wonld  bo  made  guaranteeing  the  owner  five  times  as  much  as 
the  independents  wonld  give,  whatever  that  might  Iw.  Fur- 
ther to  cripple  them,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  roniioyU 
vaoia  Legislature  and  strongly  pushoil,  repealing  the  lavr  giv- 
ing pipe-line  companies  the  right  of  eminent  domain. 

The  Erie,  which  has  let  the  combination  lay  its  pipe  Hnos 
npon  its  right  of  way,  and  bore  there  for  oil,'  Ims  bcun  con- 
spicQoas  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  the  new  pipe  lino  from  get- 
ting through.  The  line  at  last  reached  Hancock,  Now  York ; 
there  it  had  to  pass  under  the  Erie  Uailroad  l>ri<Jge  in  tho  bod 
of  the  river.    Tho  last  Saturday  night  in  Kovctnhcr,  181):), 

■Tatiiaour,  KewTork  Auemb)7"Hcpbum"Roport,  1670,  ]••  S*<)3. 


llio  (jiiiet  of  Hancock  was  disturbed  hy  tlie  arrival  of  one  Imn- 
<1i'ctl  amicO  men,  railroad  eiiij>1o^6ii,  ]>y  tpeciiil  train.  Tliey 
iiiiliinl>ered  a  cHiiiion,  estab!i8h«d  a  day  nrul  nlglit  patrol,  bnilt 
a  biiacon  to  lio  firocl  as  an  appeal  fi)r  rxniiforcernetitf,  put  up 
barracks,  and  left  twenty  men  to  go  into  winter  qnartci-e.  Dyn- 
umito  was  part  of  their  armament,  and  tlicy  were  equipped 
ivitli  grappi ill g- irons,  cant-IiooUs,  and  otbor  tools  to  pull  tUe 
pipe  up  it  hiid.  Cannon  arc  a  part  of  tlie  regular  equipinoiit 
of  tlie  cotiiliiitatioit,  as  tlmy  are  used  (o  perforate  tniikii  in 
which  llio  oil  t:ikc8  fire.  To  lot  tho  "  independuiilB*'  know 
what  tlioy  wlto  to  cxiieut  tliw  cannon  was  tired  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  with  a  i^-port  that  isliook  the  people  and  the  windows 
for  iiiilf*  about.  These  opponents  of  coin)}otitloi)  were  will- 
ing and  ready  to  kill  thou;^li  their  riglitu  were  dnbious,  and 
thci'c  could  bo  uo  pretence  that  full  entUfactioii  could  not  bo 
got  tliroi]<;h  tlic  eourU  if  any  wron;;  was  done. 

For  weeks  Hancock  i-cmaincd  in  a  state  of  armed  occnpa- 
lion  by  a  private  military  force.  Keferring  to  this  demoiistra- 
lion  with  a  priii-ate  army  at  a  moment  of  profound  peace,  the 
Kullalo  JCrpivM  eaid  of  those  rceponeiblc  for  it :  "They  con- 
liunc  to  figlit  with  their  old  weapons — inoondiarlsm  and  riot." 
Ko  coEC  has  been  como  across  in  which  the  railroads  made  any 
opposition  i»  the  conrts  to  tlio  oil  trni^t  crossing  nndcr  their 
tracks  with  its  pipe  line.  More  than  onue  the  railroads  havo 
allowed  this  riral  carrier  to  lay  its  pipes  eiile  by  side  with 
their  raits. 

"Kow,  is  your  pipe  line  to  New  York  laid  upon  the  right 
of  way  of  any  railroad  ?" 

"  It  tonchcs  at  times  the  Krio  road,  mid  croeees  the  Erie 
roRd." 

"  Did  yon  pay  anything  for  that  to  tliom  i" 

"No,  sir." 

"  Nothing  1" 

"Nothing."' 

£iit  never  hare  the  railroads  failed  to  compel  an  iudepeu- 
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dvnt  pijiu  line  to  fight  tbi-ough  the  coiirU  for  cvcr^  crossing  it 
needed.  It  Lai  tnado  no  diScrcncc  liow  often  or  cmpliatically 
tli«  law  hiis  siii^taiiimi  tlu>  rt^lit  of  tlic  people  to  make  eiich 
crossings.  TIio  next  ntteiupt  utjiiM  he  rcsUtcd  on  tlio  samo 
aground,  nnd  witli  tlie  same  ili'spenite  determination  *■  tn  over- 
^'  come  competition"  for  tiic  favorite.  Tlie  locil  line  laid  by 
tlic  independents  in  1892  betvrecn  Coniopofis  and  Titn&villo 
liad  (o  pass  under  tlio  Erie,  the  L;ike  Shore,  tlio  I'lUi  Handle, 
tlio  Western  New  Yor!;,  and  tlie  l'onn8j]vnnin  raili-oade,  and  iii 
every  case  bad  to  eneonnlcr  iieedti^ss  Iiti);;!ilioii  to  du  so.  It  was 
TictorionB,  for  tlm  ruuds  did  not  daro  p;(i  tu  trial,  Lbottgb  tlic 
uianngeni,  one  after  tlio  olljL>r,  to  help  cripplti  eotn petition, 
spent  tbo  inoiu-^y  of  the  Htueklioldcr:)  in  vvtiut  wtw  perfcrtly  well 
known  (o  bo  a  bopclu^s  uppusiiiftii.  A  corrcsputident  of  t!m 
Bradford  Hewrd  wrote :  "  Wlieii  tlic  news  ruiicliud  Rradford 
tliat  tlic  Eric  liuitroad  bad  sold  her  independence  to  the  cotn- 
bioatioi),  that  the  lultei*  niii^bt  defeat  lioiiornblc  competition 
and  continue  to  rob  the  people,  tlint  one  hundred  men  nnd  a 
cannon  confronted  tlie  United  Slates  Pipe  Line  at  Ilancoekt 
who  could  have  rciisnrcd  tlie  oiitriiged  prodncci-a  of  Bradford 
for  blowing  the  great  Ki'nztm  viadn&t  out  of  the  Ivinzna 
Tulley?  AV'lio  eould  blunie  the  biinknipt  prodnccra  of  the  oi[ 
country  for  destroyinjf  every  dollar's  worth  of  tlic  conibina- 
tian*A  pri>pertv  wberevci"  found  i  Tba  ]]oa|Uo  oi'ogeUiiig^^^- 
perntc;  tliey  arc  ready,  like  the  blind  Samson,  to  pull  down 
the  pillare  of  (he  temple,  even  tbongb  tbcy  tbcniselvc*  fall 
-crufibed  I»  death  amid  the  rnins."  Tlioec  are  wild,  even 
wicked  words,  bnt  is  it  not  a  pi^rtcnt  that  sncb  words  liso  ont 
of  the  heart  of  an  lioneet  community  H 

This  opp(>sition,  with  show  of  f^-rce  and  threats  of  vJoleneeX 
WM  succeftsfnl.  In  I*'tbriiai"y,-liiiiU^ftcr  months  of  facinjj  tlio  \ 
CAnnon  »nd  the  privulo  nniiy  ^vbic*b  tho  ruilro^id  mainlained/ 
for  the  oil  combination,  it  xva£  publicly  aiinuiiiioud  by  ihef 
preHidt'iit  of  the  new  pipu  line  that  tbo  rqutu^by  Iluiicocy 
tniist  .bo_.sban_doaed.  Many  tlioueands  of  dullara  and  tiino 
worth  even  more  wen;  lottl.  '•  S  appose,"  siiid  a  daily  paper  of 
BinglianitOD,  "that  a  body  of  laboring  iiicu  had  iinllmbcrod 
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X  cannon  and  etationeU  armed  men  to  enpprces  competition, 
what  denunciation  of  the  ontrage  there  would  liave  boon  !*' 

A  new  way  tlirougli  'Wilkeskure  iras  chosen  xftor  tlic  re- 
trcjit  from  JJancook,  and  \ty  lliat  ronte  the  itidR|ic>ii<lcnt  pro- 
ducers mid  n-nuerfi,  with  hopu  tung  deferred,  arc  now  seeking 
to  finbli  thfir  march  to  the  sea. 

Tlic  prodiicent  ore  poor  men,  and  their  resources  for  thisnn* 
equal  contest  come  from  the  sale  of  oil,  and  dny  hy  day  the 
pricD  of  oil  was  depressed  nntil  it  sank  to  tlio  neighborhood 
of  half  a  dollar  a  barrel.  Tiicrc  has  bc«n  eonie  recovery  since, 
bnt  slill  the  lowest  prices  of  many  years  aro  being  made,  and 
the  prodncers  are  finding  the  bnrdcn  of  their  csca]ie  very 
heavy.  'Mt  ia  the  honest  belief  of  all  oil  men,"  says  one  of 
them,  "tliat  the  low  prico  of  oil  for  the  year  Is  dnc  to  ctTorts 
to  make  the  prodncer  so  poor  that  he  cannot  carry  throngh 
\i\i  pipe  line."  This  i«  the  enterprise  of  the  independent  re- 
finers aa  well  as  producers.  Against  tlicso  refiners,  therefore, 
the  market  for  rclincd  oil  also  is  mnnipalated.   Very  fantastic 

(have  Itccn  the  operations  of  tlie  "  unchanging"  laws  of  inpply 
and  demand  tinder  this  manipulation.  The  independents 
foand  that  in  the  export  market  of  New  York,  in  the  upring 
of  1894,  petroleum,  jn&t  as  it  camo  from  the  pi^xi  line  crude 
from  the  nether  earth,  wns  <^|noted  at  a  higher  price  a  barrel 
than  the  eame  oil  after  it  hvl  gone  through  all  the  procesaei 
of  n-lining  and  was  aboard  ship  ready  for  the  lamps  of  Knrop(> 
or  Asia.' 

To  throxr  another  obstacle  in  tlie  way  of  the  new  line,  the 
|Oil  tmst  in  1S93  began  apain  t!ic  game  of  I8T8,  of  refusing 
to  relieve  piTiduccra  of  their  oil  with  its  pipe  lines.  \&  in 
1876,  the  oil  vios,  left  to  run  to  waste.  Tlien,  the  object  vvas 
to  compel  the  producers  to  eell  it  *' always  Iwlow  the  mar 
kef;*  now,  it  wns  to  foroo  ihem  to  sign  a  contract  not  to  pa- 
troni;:c  any  other  pipe  lines.  Producers  who  refused  to  sign 
this  contract,  in  order  to  be  free  to  join  the  new  line  M-bcn  it 

'  TMlinony  of  P.  M,  Sinntion,  ,r.  W.  Ut*,  T.  II  Wwtgste,  In  tJ»o  c»w  of  J.  J. 
^.Van«f  •*.  Proiluwn  and  ttefincrs'  Oil  Co,  LJ.,  Ouort  oi  UmuDOD  Plou,  CnL«r<»(l 
CwBir,  Pi^  liar,  18M.  *Sm  cIi.  tIU. 
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WIS  fluwlicd,  were  refused  an  outlet,  niul  tlicy  liiid  to  pump 
Uieir  oil  on  tlie  ground  wliile  a|i|)cnliiig  to  (lie  courtu  to  com- 
pel tliU  coinriioii  panici'  to  do  it«  duC^.'  When  tlicy  npplictl 
for  a  niaiKlaintis  tiio  conibinncion  receded  from  its  position 
williont  wniiiiig  for  ft  trial. 

Tills  Una  been  a.  ivnrfnri!  oii  iiioru  tlian  a  new  competitor;  it 
js  mi  atluiiipt  tu  eiippresH  improvement  and  invention.  A 
new  tdva  in  oil  tran8|Kirtalioti,  wliicli  promisee  a  revolution  in 
the  iiidiutry,  was  hit  npon  bj  tlie^^c  independents.  This  was 
tliiit  pi|W  tines  could  be  usvd  to  eernj  ivtlned  oil  lon^  distAnccd 
to  market  «s  well  03  crndo.  The  annonncdmcnt  of  tkoir  plans 
to  do  thie  wn»  met  with  the  ridicnle  of  those  who  control  the 
oxUtin^  pipe  lines  to  the  se:it>nard  and  dr>  nut  wiith  to  hob 
their  ohl'fii(>lii<ined  uietltodH  of  j'ipin^  criidu  itll  alone  dis- 
turbed. Hut  the  iiidcpeMdciitA  went  on  wkti  their  idea. 
They  have  proved  it  practicablcL  Now,  for  the  lii-st  time  in 
tlie  Iiistory  of  the  oil  iuihifitrf,  a  pipe  lino  trftiisporttt  oil  ready 
for  the  lamp.  Refined  oil  i£  piped  from  Titnsvillc  to  Wi1kc6-i 
biirre  with  no  loes  of  quality.  Many  hundred  thousand  barrels 
of  it  have  been  piped  for  nearly  thrco  hundred  miles,  and  noB 


a  liaiTel  has  heoii  rejected  by  llie  inspeetiou,  either  at  Newj 
York  or  its  destination  ahi\jad.     The  siicceaa  u 
mcut  proves  that  it  can  be  piped  to  New  York. 


ewi 
York  or  its  devliiiatton  ahixiad.     The  success  uf  tlto  experiJ 

The  independents  press  on.  Occasionally  one  of  them,  saya 
n  locul  jonnial,  uutiingcd  by  the  loss  of  property,  commits 
suicide  or  U  tskcn  to  an  insane  asyhim,  and  another  gocfl  dowQ 
oat  of  6i«j;lit  in  bankrnptey,  but  the  others  close  tho  ranks  and 
go  on^  and  now  about  intjo  men,  in  n  strongly  organized  aeso- 
cJHtion,  are  marching  side  by  side  towai-ds  the  sea — tho  blue 
tnd  free.' 


•  OoniMoawnlth  at  PetiatylvaiilD,  rr  rrf.  BolarJ  iiiil  Dulu  m.  National  Tnostl 
Co.,  Coon  uf  C'uniiiion  PIml*,  P))lUdel|iliia  Cuunij',  I'n.,  I)(ccml«r,  1  SOS. 
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HrxTTNO  about  fur  tii.t-dodgfm,  it  was  discovered  hy  tlie 
iintlioritiee  of  PeiinsylvHiiiit  some  jrcnra  ago  lliat  inaii^-  foreign 
corporations  were  doing  biiifiiicss  williiii  tlio  limitB  of  tlio 
Cotiiiiiunweiiltli  and  ciijoyitijj  tliu  protection  of  Iier  lane,  mid  ] 
nt  ttie  same  time  not  v^iiyin^  for  it.  Foi-cinost  nmonj^  tlio&o' 
delinquents  etood  tlic  prineipnl  conipftiij  in  tlic  oil  conibiii-ii 
tloii  Willi  its  TuniiimoLli  c-'ipil.*)),  prnclicnHy  Imyiiig,  ivtinind 
And  controlling  nearly  the  entire  oil  production  of  tlio  StnteV 
"ftiid  yet  failing  to  pay  one  cent  into  the  public  treasury."  So 
wrote  tlie  Anditor-Gcnei-al  loliis  successor  in  1SS2.  TJio  com- 
bination, begtnnin<r,  like  civation,  with  iiolbing,  lind  growit] 
until  in  ISSS  it  wn&  so  rich  tli;it,  nccurding  (o  tlic  Icstiniun^ 
of  one  of  its  members,  it  owned  '*  between  $>4<>.(X)0,000  ntid 
$50,000,000"  ill  Pennsylvania  .ilone."  ftnt  though  doing  bnsl- 
nefis  in  PennRylvimiii,  and  legiitly  within  the  gnit^pof  llic  tax- 
ing |K»wer,  as  ducidtid  by  the  eonrts,  this  «(jim)auy_paiJ  no 
tnxe«,  and  would  not  giro  the  State  the  iiif<innation  called 
for  by  hw  as  to  its  lusablo  property.  It  practised  *'_voliLnt»'*y 
taxation."  "For  eight  ycarf*,"' Auditor-tTeiieral  Schell  HayB, 
**  it  liad  been  doing  biieincbd  in  this  Commonwciilth,  and  bad 
failed  in  all  ilmt  time  to  file  a  single  report/'  "It  was  not 
necessary  for  the  department  to  call  upon  it* to  make  reports." 
Tlie  law  required  tbeiie  reports  Kpeeiflcally  and  in  details  th:it 
could  not 'be  misunderstood,  and  tliat  was  notiticution  encuigb. 
But  year  after  year  the  Aadilor-Gcnern1«,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  Collect  due  cotitributiun  from  uaeh  taxpayei',  made  cpocial 

I  P^«0»oHinga  or  Joint  Oammiltce  PmutjtnBai  t^gl^l^'un  aa  Stanilanl  Oil 
Owp>»j  aftJ  iu  TaKM,  I8U,  p.  ill. 


SILUXCS  iS  GQCnSX 


le? 


ilomAnd^  upon  tins  ono  for  reports  in  compliance  with  tl>o 
law,  bnt  with  no  effi!i!t. 

In  IS78  Willlnm  1*.  Scliell  became  Auditor -Genoni!,  snd) 
bogiin,  slioitly  afti^r  tukiiig  liitioatli,  to  see  if  lie  con kl  find  out 
wliat  tuxes  were  due  from  tins  concern,  and  how  the/  conid 
10  collected.  He  6etit  officiiil  circulars  to  tlie  company  in 
878, 1S79,  ISSO,  but  '*tliero  waeiio  reply  niadoatnny  lime."  ' 
His  predecessor  lind  liad  the  same  experience.  IIo  then  scut 
one  of  Ilia  force  lo  i'lttabnr^,  Pliilndulplua,  and  New  Yoric  tcj 
iufci^ligate.  WliciiL'vcr  lie  coiild  geL  tlio  names  of  persons 
familiar  \ritli  the  workiuj^s  of  tliu  eoin|»ny  he  wonld  risit 
tdem,  to  find  himself  nsnally  "not  tnucli  further  ahead  t!un 
when  he  started." '  *■  It  \\a%  impossible  to  get  any  informa- 
tion. Even  ttio  men  vra  tnlhed  to  deceived  ns.  Men  came  to 
llarrisbiirg  to  give  ns  in  format  ion;  and  nflcrwards  \rc  found 
til oy  were  in  the  interests  of  the  company."'  The  depart- 
ment found  itself,  Ihc  AuditorGencml  wrote  to  his  snceessor, 
*'  foiled  lit  all  poiulit,  not  only  by  the  rcfiis.il  of  the  company 
to  ros|)oiid  to  the  notices  ecnt  to  its  ollieers,  but  also  by  tlio 
great  relicenco  of  all  pci-sons  in  auy  manner  connected  with 
or  employed  hy  the  company." 

Tlicso  efforts  to  find  ont  the  notnre  and  clmrnctcr  of  tiio 
bnsincss  of  the  company  extended  tlironglt  two  or  three  ycarg. 
The  first  workable  indication  that  the  company  was  t.i5i- 
able  in  Pennsylvania  eame  when  the  Governor  of  Oliio,  in 
Rn&wor  to  inqniriea,  sent  the  Attorney-General  n  copy  of  the 
charter  of  the  company.  The  Anditor-General  wrote  to 
the  Governor  and  Anditor-<Teiieral  of  New  York  and  the 
Govenior  of  Ohio  for  information.  Letters  were  sent  to  Llio 
president  and  principal  memhei's  of  the  company  at  Clevc- 
Iftnd,  Oil  City,  New  York,  and  elsewhere.     An  answer  was 

lally  received  from  the  coRi}>any'6  attorney.  He  said  tliat 
tiie  eompany  was  net  subject  to  taxation.     The  de|>artmunt 

'  nvoM(tii£S  ot  Ju<(ic  ComniltivD  KiiiiHyUimlu  l^Mlalorv  on  Sunilard  Oil 
opaiij  tnd  \la  Tax<^,  ISSS.    Tvsiiinoiiy  of  AuJitorCcii«nil  ^lidl.  \t.\\et  u^, 
p.  SM-Oiti,  aail  of  Corpontiioii  Clerk,  wme,  p^  08  <<  an}- 
■Sojim;  pp.  SO.  SI,  01  '  Same,  pp,  871,  »93. 


replied  tlic  same  dar  refusing  to  Accept  tins  vie^r,  and  'w&hU 
ing  on  reports.  Then  the  lawyer  replied  tliat  tlie  books  and 
pspere  "were  at  Clev«!and,  and  it  %voiiUi  take  some  time  to 
prepare  reports."  The  Auditor- General  offered  to  send  hie 
clerk  to  Cleveland  "  by  first  train,"  to  prepare  tlie  reports  for 
tlic  company  if  assurance  was  gircn  tliat  he  would  be  per- 
mitted to  examine  tlie  books  of  tlie  company  wlieu  lie  got 
tliere. 

Ho  reply  to  this  request  vr&B  cvct  received.  Then  telo- 
{^rniiis  \rcro  sent,  several  ditya  in  Bueeessioti,  asking  for  reports, 
offoriiig  more  lime  if  llio  eoinpuny  would  agree  to  report 
witiiiii  any  reaaorablo  lime,  and  finally  warning  tlie  eompntiy 
tliAt  if  it  did  not  comply  with  the  law  and  file  its  reports  Ihe 
Audilor-Gcnerfll  would  act  mider  tlio  Qiitliority  given  him 
by  tlio  law,  and  charge  it  with  taxt'S  cestiniutcd  on  ench 
■*  rewoDiible  datA  "  OS  he  conld  procure.  All  the  departments 
conld  get  were  evasive  letti-rg  or  tvlogrnms  from  the  cotinEol> 
in  New  York,  encli  na  "  letter  cxpiainin|{  on  llio  way."  Tlie 
letter  camo  with  the  valuable  infonuation  that  "the  officers 
are  ont  of  the  cit}-,  and  the  euinpany  will  answLT  on  their 
return."  Another  "reply"  wutc  "1  hare  failed  to  get  re- 
plies from  the  nbeent  oSiccn. "  *  No  rcpoi-ta  f oi-thcoininj^,  the 
Auditor-Gfiicrnl  at  latt,  on  the  t>c6t  inforiuution  he  CMtild  get, 
backed  by  affidavits  which  were  placed  on  file  in  llie  archive* 
of  hiB  oHice,  calctilatcd  tlio  taxes  dnc  from  ItJTS  to  I8S1,  wiili 
penaltiea,  at  $3,145,!H1.04.  Tliie  was  totalled  on  an  estimate, 
Biipported  by  affidavit,  that  the  profits  of  the  compiany  liad 
been  two  to  three  millions  a  year  from  18TS  to  1S7fj,  and  ten 
to  twelve  millions  a  year  from  1876  to  1880,  fignrcs  which 
wlmt  is  now  known  siiow  to  iiavo  been  near  the  triilli.  After 
fixinw  upon  this  amonni,  and  before  charging  it  against  tho 
company,  the  latter  was  given  etill  another  elianee,  and  an- 
other. Two  lolegramfl  wore  eont  notifying  that  theeslinialed 
tax  would  be  entered  op  if  *'  the  refiisal  to  report"  was  per* 
Bitted  in.     The  last  telegram  said  :  "Still  hoping  that  reports 

'  PpoocediDgs  lit  Joiiii  CoauniUec  Pcnuitjlr>Bw  [iggiiLaniK  vn  ?Utii]nrii  Oil 
tJompuj  iiiil  iu  TaxM,  1883,  ppl  ««,1IV,  70. 181. 
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will  coiue  from  tbe  company,  m  ilmt  wa  will  liave  some  data 
to  act  upon." 

No  won!  of  reply  came. 

Tlicn  tlio  Auditor'Gciioral  foriiinlly  entered  the  amonnt  Iiej 
had  c5tiin4ted  on  his  books,  as  the  law  iintlioriKcd  Iiiin  to  do/ 
His  iiivcstigntioiis  had  coueumed  liis  cntira  term,  and  tlio 
filing  uf  (liis  estimate  was  almoiit  liitJ  last  otiicial  act.  It  is  & 
fact  of  record  that  after  All  lliis,  otHcers  of  the  coiiipnny, 
in  6f;«kinj;  to  have  this  t^timato  of  taxt'ti  due  sut  ARido,  Httitcd 
in  writing  that  "tlieru  wiis  no  nt-glcL't  or  refuMil  on  the 
part  of  said  company  to  fiiniitili  any  report  or  iiifornuitlon 
which  c«nl(l  liwfiilly  he  rccinircd  of  it  l»y  any  officer  or  under 
uiiy  iiiw  of  the  Slate  of  Pcimsylvaiun.'" ' 

/     Suit  was  now  brought  by  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Stale) 
to  recover  thig  tax,  as  was  his  duly,  und  then   tho  company/ 
be^n  to  etir  itself.     To  nssiet  liitu  in  procuring  and  inter- 
prcting  evitlence  tlie  Attorn cy-Gcnoral,  \rlio  knew  nothing  of 
the  oil  bii^hicss,  ohtttined  the  services  of  a  man  who  knew 
more  about  it  than  any  one  else  in  rennsylvanin.     Thi«  pct 
SOQ  was  a  practical  oil  man.     lie  wa«  one  of  tlio  leaders  o] 
the  producers    and   refiners'    fts*oeiutioD,  which    in    llio  ex- 
citing times  of  1872,  when  law  mid  order  in  Pennsylvania  ■ 
stood  oil   the  edge  of  a  crater,  compelled   the  rnilroada  to 
abandon  the  South  Improvement  scheme,  "in  name,"  and  to 
give  ill  writing  tlic  pledge  that  "all  arrangvmcnls  fur  tho 
Inmsportation  of  oil  after  this  date  ^hall  bo  U]k>ii  tho  basis  of 
perfect  equality  to  nil,"  tliongii  he  coitld  not  find  a  way  to 
make  them  keep  the  {tlcdgc-.     He  wns  prominent  six  years 
later  in  tho  uprising  of  tho  people  when  they  fonnd  timt  all 
thesa  promises  were  being  brnken,  find  all  their  rights  on  the 
liighuays  being  violated.     It  was  largely  through  his  intlu- 
eucQ  that/tlio  producers  determined  to  proceed  against  the  oil 
CDttibnution  as  a  criminal  coiispiracy,/atid  procured  tho  in- 

'Froooodlog*  ot  Joint  tJga&miltec  PvuiisTkauin  Le^itliitiire  on  Suudanl  Oil 
CMp*D!riti(l  Its  Taic)^  less,  pp.fl8,  10,  &I-Sft. 

*  App^ul  'if  Sumilnril  Oil  Company  lo  Uic  Cuurt  of  Cominon  Picas  of  Pnupliiu 
Cw"lj,  PiUMjIvjinii.,  JimcSO,  1881. 
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dictmcnt  of  its  prtnci]>aU  in  Clnrion  County,  PennsylvAnia, 
on  charges  of  crime.'  "  Wlicii, "  as  was  said  before  tlie  Pcnn- 
Bj-lratiia  Lcgielative  CoiDinittoo  of  18$!),  **tlio  doors  of  tlio 
IKjnttcntiary  woro  gaping  wide  to  receive  tlicm ;  witcn  a  trno 
bill  Imd  been  found  before  tlic  Grand  Jury;  wlion,  if  tlioy 
eror  were  in  jcopardj  before  to-day,  lliey  were  in  jeopardy." 
Ue  was  ebainiian  of  iho  Comniictco  on  Traii8|)ortation  of 
tlio  Oil  Prodnccrs*  Association,  and  w.is  one  of  tlic  '' teg;nl 
comiiiitlec"  of  five  who  repreeentcJ  tlic  prodncere  in  liaving 
tli«  "anii-discriiiiiiiAtion  enits"  bronf^ltt  and  pnslied  agninat 
tlic  Tennsyl'-'aiiia  Kailroad  by  tiio  State  in  1S70.  By  liicso 
siiils  tliti  disftririuiiations  .and  favoritiisms,  u-bieh,  tbouj;;li 
known,  it  lind  till  then  been  iinpossii>le  to  provL\  wcro  fun-od 
into  tlio  liglit  aa  UivXt,  and  the  evidence  was  furuisbed  witbonC 
wliicU  tlie  iiidictnicnls  just  referred  to  conld  nut  have  been 
^oond.  Wlien  tbc  nccnecd,  friglitcncd  nt  lost,  enccecded  id 
./getting  tlie  nronecd  pi-odncci'8  to  agree  not  to  pueb  ibo  crimi- 
{ tial  triAl,  in  coneidcnition  of  a  soletiin  pludgo  that  all  secrecy 
mid  favoritism  in  trnnsporlalion  ebould  bo  given  np,  be  witli-, 
drow  from  llio  negotiations  and  would  not  sign  tlie  coiiipro. 
misc.  Ue  tud  aK»eled  tlio  Congrcsttiunal  Coiniiiittee;^  of 
Commerce  at  AVashington  in  1872  and  1S76  Jn  tlieir  ill- 
starred  investigations,  and  bad  been  active  in  Ibc  effort  to  get 
anollier  inveetigntion  begun  in  ISSO.  Ho  bad  also  been  one 
of  t))0  principnl  witneeecs  before  tbo  Kow  York  Legislative 
inveetigntion  of  1879.  Foreigbloen  years  be  bad  been  on  this 
qnett.  Wilb  Iitin  the  Atlomey-Genernl  now  arningod  to  get 
tbo  evidenco  on  wbich  ibe  State  conld  enpport  iu  cbtiin  for 
taxes. 

Tliu  itiimilicrs  of  ibo  groat  corpumtion  saw  tliat  they  must 
act  In  out-going  Anditor-Gcneral  Selicll  tlicy  bad  mot  tbo 
fint  officer  of  the  people  wlio  \vm  as  determined  to  malto 
^loin  pay  as  iboy  vrfro  not  to  pay./  The  policy  of  silencoitnd 
niillificHlion  n-as  abandoned.  Oiio  of  tbo  members  of  the 
trast  camu  in  person  to  the  8tato  capital  to  see  the  .Attornojr- 


'  TniiW,  CongTMi  IMS,  p.  70". 
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Genera].  lie  made  an  unexpected  overture.  Ho  volnnteered 
to  furnish  the  State  with  a  full  diBcloaiirc  of  the  facts  it  need- 
ed to  prove  its  c-hiiin. 

"  I  confess,"  siiid  tho  Deputy  Attorney- General,  "  that  I 
little  knc\v  in  what  direction  to  cross-examine  him.'"  lie 
therefore  sent  for  the  expert  who  had  been  employed  by  the 
Attorney-Guneral.  Tiie  "trnstee"  protested  against  his  prea- 
ence;  but  the  Depnty  Attorney-General  said  that  he  had 
been  employed  by  the  State,  and  it  would  be  necessary  tliat 
he  shonid  take  part.  The  representative  of  the  trust,  moved, 
as  he  afterwards  testified,  by  the  patriotic  consideration  ttiat 
"the  regular  cumbersome  way  of  taking  oral  testimony  .  .  . 
would  result  iu  great  labor  and  expense  to  the  State,  and 
would  be  an  obstruction  and  labor  to  us  that  could  bo  avoid- 
ed," made  a  suggestion  that  the  State  go  to  tho  trial  of  the 
case  upon  a  statement  of  facts  of  their  business  which  he  and 
his  associates  would  make.  This  offer  to  become  a  vo1unteer\ 
witness  was  agreed  to,  and  the  delinquent  corporation  and  tho/ 
State  went  into  court  with  an  "agreement  as  to  facts."  The 
Attorney- General  reserved  for  the  State  tlie  right  to  add  to 
these  facts,  but  did  not  at  any  time  during  the  proceedings 
do  so. 

His  expert  slirewdly  foresaw  that  another  defeat  for  the 
people  was  to  be  tlie  result  of  this  policy.  "  I  objected  very 
strenuously,"  he  says.  "It  was  my  pet  scheme  to  examine 
them  orally  in  court  or  by  commission,  and  I  gave  it  up  very 
reluctantly.  I  told  the  Attorney -Gen  oral  I  conld  not  believe 
those  gentlemen  were  in  earnest,  that  I  knew  I  could  ask  a 
string  of  qucstionsof  any  oneof  them  which  if  answered  would 
have  given  the  ease  away  to  the  State."  '  But  the  Attorney. 
General,  the  same  who  as  counsel  for  tlie  people,  in  1879, 
against  the  members  of  the  same  corporation,  led  his  clients 
to  defeat,  overruled  him.  The  old  campaigner  saw  the  misA 
take  of  1880  about  to  be  repeated,  and  an  agreement  with  thol 
offenders  substituted  for  trial  and  for  the  defeat  of  them  ho) 

'  Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  tlie  Pennsjlvuiift  LcgisUtnre,  etc.,  pp. 
148,  196,476.  'Same,  pp.  816-17.     . 
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botiercd  would  follow.  IIo  ilctormiiied  to  proroiit  the  con- 
Bunimntiuii  of  tliU  gucuiid  cata»lrciphv.  He  sent  lii«  t-oiiiiK(.'1  tv 
New  YurU  to  tlic  lieatiqiiartera  of  tlic  oil  coinbinulloii  with 
a  notice  tlint  hu  would  not  adiicre  to  the  bargnlci  iiiiido  hy\ 
the  Attorticy-Gcncvul  at  Ilwri^biirg  with  reference  to  "  llio 
ngrccinciit  of  facte."  "  I  propose  to  iitiack,"  wnsthe  messngc 
Jio  sent.'  Ho  was  to  h^ro  receiTt-d  cumponeatioii  from  llie 
State.  He  believed  tlial  i\m  gave  Iiiin  an  interest  in  llio 
matter  sufficient  to  gain  a  footing  in  t!ie  conrts  for  action  by 
himself  indei>eiidontl/  of  llio  Attoniey-trencral.  In  piirsa- 
ancc  of  this  idcn,  wlieii  the  ca&o  came  up  for  trial,  lie  appciirod 
with  his  private  counsel  ready  to  take  p.irt  in  the  proceedings 
if  permitted. 

The  notice  of  sttitck  was  received  "  with  sitrpi-iae/'  hnt  w.as 
met  with  a  ehnractcrisiie  move.  "  I  raised  the  (pientioti  with 
him"— tlie  counsel — "  »a  to  what  possible  motiru"  hia  client 
"had  ill  the  matter,"  the  "triistt-c"  testifies,  *' and  iis  to  whether 
it  would  not  lie  better  for  him  to  di:&\si  from  it;  whether  it 
yronld  not  bepoeeible  for  lis,  if  ho  was  needing  busincse,  to  find 
Bome  piMilioti  in  which  ho  eoold  logiiim.itely  cflrn  n  living."' 
The  lawyer  replied  tiiat  ho  had  no  ri^^ht  to  tro&t  on  &ny  ench 
bo&is,  find  withdrew  from  nil  connection  with  the  c»m).  Dnt 
this  was  the  ii|>oning  of  a  negotiation  which  throii^li  another 
lawyer  "resullecl,"  iifi  the  export  of  the  Slate  afterwards  con* 
foBMd,  *^in  jtcaeo  between  u^'*  Uo  had  given  notice  tiint  lie 
meant  to  attack,  and  Uio  "  negotiation  "  wliich  f<illowod  "  wa« 
whether  anybody  would  give  mo  as  mneh  as  there  waa  in  my 
eonlrnot  with  tlio  State  if  I  wonid  not  attack.*** 
i  Ikfennwiiilo  the  Attorney-General  marched  g^yly  to  auother] 
defeat  uf  liiK  client — the  people — going  into  conrt  with  no  J 
other  amnmnition  than  the  facts  fnriiii>licd  hy  the  men  he  war^ 
BQiog.  He  did  nuL  put  lii^  expert,  nor  the  Aiiditor-Gonenil, 
nor  hii  nuiiiant.  nor  tho  mcu  on  wUoeo  infonnntiou  and 
aflidnvita  tho  OKtimato  had  been  made  of  taxcB  due,  nor  any 
one  el«3  on  the  stand.     IIo  Wits  "  perfectly  Baliatied,"  he  says, 

'  I'mwdlBp  Df  ibo  Joint  CemibtttM  of  ihu  PetiDfjlTaalB  Legiikturf,  <1«-,  pp. 
|»,  ifl.  'Suae,  pp.  4T8-:».  ■  Sune,  pp.  223- £». 
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tlicse  fftcts  wcro  trnc,"  and  tliat  the  company  wora 
"in  good  faiUi  dotiig  cxncCly  wimt  thuy  utidui'tonk  to  do — 
nftmc)/,  to  fariiUh  tuc  witli  all  tUc  infurmation  tliiit  wits  iiec- 
csMry  to  ostiiblisli  the  Common  wealth  case,"  ' 

His  mcCliod  wns  as  singular  with  tlio  argniiient  as  witli  tlio( 
testimony.  ,'Ho  insisted,  in  oppo&itiun  Co  t)io  opinion  of  Aii-i 
ditor-GenomI  Selioll,  lliat  sncli  a  eorporation  uiiist  [wiy  taxcfl 
on  all  iis  capital  stock,  wliellier  it  represented  properly  in  tlia 
State  or  out  of  it.  Tlie  court  decided  against  Iiim.  '  It  Leldl 
that  it  was  taxalilo  "only  on  so  much  of  ite  capital  etock  ua| 
vas  represented  by  t1ic  business  and  pt'opcrty  of  tlic  company 
witliin  tho  State."  As  to  wlwt  tlio  atnonnt  of  this  property 
and  biisinci).s  within  tho  Stale  was  the  court  took  tiie  facts 
fnniished  by  the  delitiijneiit  itself,  as  they  were  tho  only  onea 
presented  to  it  by  the  Attorney-General.  Tho  amount  orig- 
inally charged  for  taxes  liy  Auditor-General  Sclioli,  who  had 
forced  tho  6gliting,  was  g3,145,.54l.C4.  Tlio  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, on  his  miBtakcQ  theory  of  tlio  law  and  on  the  facts  vol* 
antccrcd  by  those  lio  was  suinj*,  had  ''spUt  the  diffci-cneo" 
and  sued  for  only  §796,642.20.  Tho  court  cut  this  down  to 
$33,270.59,  and  on  appeal  this  was  still  fnrtlier  reduced  to 
122,660.10.* 

This  decision  wns  not  final  or  conclnBive  as  to  cither  tba 
State  or  the  company,  both  of  whom  afterwards  sued  out 
writs  of  error.  The  expert,  wlio  had  been  ptialiod  to  one  side, 
at  once  determined  to  lake  whul  etepe  Iju  eonld  to  reopen  the 
ease  and  mend  the  fortunes  of  the  Stjitc.  Tlio  niunionc  the 
decision  was  annouueed  lie  telegraphed  the  Attoniey-tlcneral 
again  for  another  conference,  and  wiis  trtid  to  come  to  Phila* 
dctpliia.  IIu  told  the  Attunicy  ■  General  that  lie  thought 
"Itio  hope  of  the  State  to  gut  tlic  largest  aniouDt  of  money 
WM  to  get  R  rohoftring  and  let  ns  hare  an  oral  examination."  . 
But  the  "  eatisSed "'  Attorney-General  refused  to  do  anything 
bat  carry  tho  sanio  argument  niiil  thes»nie  agreementof  factt 
Dp  to  the  Supremo  Court.  ,'  Ilo  refused  to  move  for  n  now 

'  ProeMdlitfH  or  ills  Joint  Cconiniitecot  tlic  Pcniisjlvaslii  Lcgislstttrc,  tic.,  |i|i 
1«3,  ISa.  *  Sunc,  p.  031. 
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trial,  nnd  not  ot\\y  toM  \m  expert  so,  liiit  told  tlio  ^  trustee  " 
BO.  'J'lie  ti'iietee,  by  ono  of  those  coincidences  wliic^li  ])i-uvi> 
Iiow  niiidi  better  it  is  to  be  born  lucky  tliniL  ricli.  iKipfii'iied 
to  have  come  nt  the  satno  time  to  stay  in  the  same  hotel  willi 
the  Attorney-Uencru], 

It  WAS  in  r;tii)  that  the  expert  pointed  out  oinietions  of 
property  and  fncts  wliioli  ho  tIioiif;)it  'Miad  not  been  clcnrly 
sliou'ii  ill  ihc  nitrQCincnt  na  to  fiicts,**  niul  iiftcrwiinls  other 
niiitteni  lie  h:id  ili^cavered.  Aflur  thu  ik'Tunt  of  ihe  Stnle  ho 
prepnrcd  aii  nlBduvit  containing  nddilinnal  fiiet».  He  em- 
ployed an  attorney  In  tliu  preparation  of  this  afHdavit  iind  a 
petition  to  the  court  to  have  the  CJi£0  reopened.  His  purpose  . 
was  "  to  get  ariotlier  elijincc  at  this  ti-ial," 

'*To  ROt  (inother  triiilT* 

"Any  tiling." 

"  Another  hearing!" 

"Anything."  Anything  to  prevent  the  inisearriape  of  this 
last  attempt  to  "  runiid  up*'  the  men  lie  lintl  bceit  trying  for 
nearly  twenty  yearft  to  bring  to  justice.  Tlio  Attonieyticn- 
eral  woidtl  nut  prei>ent  this  petition.  After  tliir,  etill  before 
thu  final  decision,  he  saw  tltc  Attorney -Genera  I  agnin  to  re- 
new bis  pressure  for  B  (rliange  of  policy.  Thpco  tiinca  lie  saw 
the  Attoniey-Oenefnl  to  lay  liis  additional  faot^  before  liitii, 
and  urgo  that  a  different  method  of  condiK-ling  the  case  be 
tried.'  Some  of  the  new  points  he  raised  the  Attorney*Gen- 
crsl  referred  and  deferred  to  the  company  ho  vna  pniviiiii;?, 
and  "  M'c  oliowud  Jiim  liow  they  were  fully  infliidud  in  lliw 
statement  rendered  by  lis  to  tlic  State,  and  lie  (the  Attorney- 
General)  expressed  bis  ciilire  witisfactic»n  with  evury  point 
raifted."  Olliei's  of  the  new  points  tlie  Attorney-Oenenil  de- 
clared to  bo  "iniinnterial."*  Tho  Attorney -(leiieral  sliowi-d 
no  wieli  to  bring  proof  into  tho  case  of  any  fncle  except  those 
furnished  by  Ihc  people  being  eiicd.  Althmiglt  tlic  decision 
of  the  lower  court  had  been  a  warning  that  the  theory  on 
vhieh  tlio  State  had  gone  into  court  was  bad,  and  that  the 

■  ProcMdiiigs  «(  the  Jotal  CommittM  o(  t1i«  PeoiisjlTftnU  Ltgiililnro,  c<e.,pp. 
S«-70.  T«l-M.  ■&B.C,  n».»lO,  TOT, 
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auioiiiit  of  tu\ca  to  be  recuvcred  dcpuiulctl  on  the  ninount  of 
tangible  property  in  t!ic  State,  Jto  refused  to  use  tlio  ri<rl)t  lio 
acknowledged  lie  Imd— lo  call  ollior  witiicesee,  to  put  l!ic  men 
vlio  Iintl  made  tlic  agreed  Etntcmciit  of  fiicts  upon  tlia  etjitid, 
and  cross-«xnmina  tliein. 

From  tlio  AltoriiL-y-Gciicral,  »vlio  knew  Utile  of  <*)tlier  llio^ 
facts,  as  lie  con f i-e^cd,  »r  llic  law  ub  the  court  dcclnrcd  it, 
who  accepted  their  stAtcinciits  as  j;o»pel,  and  who  ii&hed  (liein  J 
irlictiici'  new  facts  offered  Itiiu  sl^unld  bo  admitted  into  liis 
side  of  tlio  aisc  ngainst  them,  the  conipany  liad  iiolhin^  to 
fear.  Itiit  liiis  old  opponctit  of  theirs,  whom  tho  Attoniey- 
Geueral  bad  employed,  was  at  Ifir^e,  mid  was  a  datigeruus 
man.  lie  knew  tlic  facts ;  lie  Iiad  the  right  theorv  of  Ibc  law ; 
he  was  treuiendonslj-  in  eanieet.  The  caeoliad  only  got  jis  far 
as  tlie  first  decision  of  th«  lower  cotirt.  There  were  ;still  op- 
portunities for  all  kinds  of  le;;al  proceedings.  By  virtue  of 
tJiia  eoiiti-ACt  he  claimed  Eiich  an  interest  in  Lhci  proceedinfp 
fts  to  give  him  a  n^liC  to  aek  tho  conrttt  to  interfere.  Ho 
might  get  a  new  trial  and  carry  out  his  "  pet  sclienie  of  oral 
cxaiiii nation."  tie  might  rouec  the  people  as  he  hiid  roused 
them  before.  lie  might  interfui-u  tlirougli  the  Legielattire. 
He  mijilit  rai^c  a  Btorm  wliicU  could  not  be  qnicted  until  in 
this  suit,  or  gome  other,  his  pet  plan  might  bo  carried  ont,  of 
getting  tliofio  silent  gentlemen  into  a  witness- box.  lie  eoii> 
fiidercd  liiniself  to  be  in  tlio  ecrriee  of  the  State.  *'  I  was  un- 
der a  conlniut  willi  the  State,"'  he  snys.  And  we  find  the 
Attorney-Cieneiiil  in  close  consultation  with  him  in  I'liiLidcl- 
phta  down  to  the  very  laet  day. 

The  company  eocs  that  eoinething  must  bo  done,  and  doM 
it.  Jts  "CrLigtec"  calls  upon  the  expert  at  hla  hotel.'  Ha 
rauGwa  tlia  suggestion  he  had  made  !a  Xevr  York  when  word 
Jiad  been  scni  by  tlio  expert  that  ho  wonld  not  bo  bonnd  bj 
tho  agreement  of  facts,  and  "  proposed  to  attack."  He  finds 
liig  man  cast  down,  utterly  diecouragcd  by  the  decision  of  tho 
lower  court  and  tho  attitude  of  the  Attorney-GuncrflL    Time 

'  Pioctfcdingi  oC  the  Jmat  Ooniiiiit(«o  pi  ifac  Peitii«;lr«iiia  Lc^islnlurt,  tic;.  p[k 
M<M3,  BSft  *  Same,  p  MI. 
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And  ngain  lie  liad  seen  iliQ  people  denied  jaeticc,  and  tUeir 
cneiitica  c»cn.pe  even  na  iniicli  ns  the  fieccssilv  of  ippearjiij; 
in  eotirt.  lie  \\\A  seen,  hi  erery  one  of  the  prooeediiigs 
agAinfit  them,  from  1872  to  1880,  ooininiltees  of  Conpres*^ 
State  go%'eriiorp,  jiidjrca  of  the  Siiprnne  courts,  Stntc  le{»ialat- 
ures,  attorney-gciiorals,  niih-«a(l  ollicJalE,  every  trustee  of  the 
people,  wilt,  like  ^cn  Icsvce  in  a  tire,  Lofere  this  flafliiti^ 
wcslth.  ill's  rosoluEioii  gave  way.  IIo  wae  to  have  received, 
timier  \m  agreomeiit  witli  the  Attorney -General,  in  salary  and 
comtiiitieioufi,  $'23,000,  or  less,  according  to  tlio  amount  re* 
covered.  That  lie  saw  fading  oot  of  sight  in  conaeqnenoe  of 
tlio,  lo  him,  inexplicable  conrec  of  the  Attorney- General. 
Every  one  clee  who  had  tried  to  etand  up  for  tlie  people 
o^inst  tlii«  power  had  gone  down ;  why  ehoald  he  l>o  quixotic 
and  poort 

"Wo  wnnt  peace,"  the  "trnstce"  enid,  and  iho,  till  then, 
fflitlifnl  friend  of  the  [wople  sold  him  all  he  }iad  of  that  com- 
inoditj  for  $15,400,  to  bo  paid  in  instalmerils,  and  a  salary  of 
$5000  for «  year. 

"  I  proposed  to  reopen  it" — the  case — "nnd  I  did  not.** 

"Why  did  you  TiotT 

** Simply  bccAUse  I  was  assured  I  should  }iavo  jitst  as  much 
money  out  of  the  transnctton  as  ray  original  contract  would 
!iav«  paid  mo." 

Tliifl  confession  made  on  tlie  stand,  under  the  strain  of 

crose-examtnation  in  ii  civil  suit  in  wliich  lie  was  a  witness, 

jtartlod  the  country  with  its  first  hint  of  the  real  cause  of  Ihu 

/ijlilnro  of  the  gi-cat  tax  cose,  and  led  to  ua  investigation  by 

[tlie  I^islattirc  of  Pcnneylvania.' 

The  first  payment  wn»  $7500.  This  was  paid,  not  in  a 
elieek,  AS  is  tlio  usual  method  between  business  men  in  legiti- 
mate  transactions,  but  in  bank-notes — $500*s  or  $li>00*s.* 
Tliat  this  method  of  payment  was  inconvenient  and  unusual 
was  shown  hy  the  statement  of  the  recipient^  that  lie  went  to 
the  Ctiemical  i3ank  and  got  a  bank  certificate  for  his  $7500  of 

>  Pi'MMdiagi  or  ibe  Jelat  ConmiUM  of  lite  PtiiMylmiia  Ixgiiktun,  •to,,  pp. 
S2B-8(\  Sfl4-9S.  *8uii«,  p.  1M. 
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bank-notes.  "Of  course  I  did  not  carry  tliat  amount  of 
money  around  wkli  me.'* '  Bunk-uotcs  and  bank  drafts,  not 
the  cocnpniiy's  cliecke,  were  naed  in  the  BBCcecding  payments 
also. 

"In  fteiiding  him  money  to  Titaerillc,  w}icre  joii  Lad  a 
bank  account,  why  did  you  not  ^nd  him  k  check  on  yotu-  own 
bank  or  draft  i"' 

"  Well,  there  was  nobody  at  TitiisviUe  who  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  mattfT.  It  wns  not  necessary  to  RC(|naint  them 
with  it,*'  saiil  the  '*  tnistcc."' 

This  representative  of  thccompfiny  wae  diligent  in  busince«j 
AS  lie  vindcrstood  bu&inces,  und  wan  always  forehanded,    lie 
made  tlio  lirgt  movce  and  kept  tlio  lead.    lie  went  all  the  way 
to  IJarrisburg  to  meet  the  Attornoy-CJeneral.     He  goteonti'ol 
of  the  case  by  making  the  ovcrtnre  to  volunteer  testimony. 
He  called  fii'st  on  the  Liwycr  aeiit  to  New  York  with  iiolicc  of 
"atlack,"  called  first  on  the  State'a  expert  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  made  the  first  Biiggce.tion  for  "peace,"  and  , 
got  it  "  cheap." '    But  after  he  had  bought  "  peace  "  the  "cxtj 
jiitcrricw  U  at  the  company's  olliet-.     The  other  man  nmst 
walk  now.    Wlien  put  on  the  fltanil,  tlie  purohaser,  of  uonrse, 
denied  that  this  "purchase  of  pence"  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  case  against  his  company,  or  with  the  enppreseion 
of  the  only  expert  in  the  employ  of  the  State  in  tliat  unit. 

"  With  reference  to  the  tax  case,"  he  said,  "  the  payment  of 
tliis  money  had  no  bearing  whatever." 

"  Then  wliy  did  you  pay  Iiiin  the  money  V* 

"Well,  I  havB  already  said,  tM-<i  or  three  timce,  that  I  paid 
liim  the  money  for  iho  ])nrt>uso  of  having  him  desist  from 
further  matictotis  attacks  upon  uur  company." 

The  man  of  whom  he  had  bought  ''peace*'  was  not  then 
angngodinony  proceeding  against  "our  company,'' except  the 
tax  case.  He  had  been  engaged  in  nothing  for  two  years, 
since  the  proceedings  of  the  Producers'  Association  in  18$0. 
There  were  no  other  movements  in  prospect.    The  only  war, 

■  Prowtilings  of  lli»  JuIrI  Cunmiittee  of  Die  Peanijlvula  Ii^slaluii^.  Mc,  p. 
US.  'SdHio,  [1.  GOO  •Suae,  pp,  S39-41. 
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tt'AiMi  v>r  c<mtvnt|>UM,  vtm  llit*  tax  war,  Pressed  tliroogh 
m^vovhI  |Utj^M  u(  en»»«\ami nation^  atiil  ctialleiigcd  to  name  a 
nUt^lv  iiiktancv  o(  vrar  liv  lliia  mnti  upi)i)  tliom,  nt  tliu  ticne  of 
'  llio  putxjtkaao  of  "|>oaoc/*  or  stitwi  138i>,  which  woulii  acuotuii 
for  tlicir  \villiii)i;nr»  to  |u_v  liiin  w  litrgo  n  sntii,  lie  w.-u  tiiiAlly 
furtud  to  wi^' :  "  I  tMiiiuit  iii>  it."  ' 
Tho  Attt>nio,v-<1unerAl,  whv  liml  tliouglit  it  unnecessary  to 
f  oolkvt  m>^ra  li'stiinoiiy  bj  putting  tlio  dofondnulfi  on  tlio 
vtiinJ  iirulur  ivitit,  U^eliticd,  uf  coni'Ke.  that  thcro  bad  beau  no 
aiilUntwftion  of  twliniony.  The  bpIIoi*  of  peace  himself,  whan 
lie  wiiB  »fli'ru-ard»  bix)iij:ht  lo  book  bcfuru  tlio  J^giatatiire,  at- 
tempted to  stand  to  a  eiuiilur  tlvniai  thait  ha  had  in  any  way 
bcvn  iitifuitlifitt  to  hit  trnec  as  tlio  expert  of  the  Stiite  and 

Ircpretioiitfttivo  of  tho  people.     Itut  lio  bi-oUe  down.     Ho  was 
asked  if  his  nr;i<eeinont  with  tho  coinpniiy  liad  any  reUtion  to 
lliiR4-ast>. 
"UniiiieslioiiaWy.    To  all  cases — tbie  case  and  all  othcm." 
"Yon  wi;ri;  to  do  nothing  furtliur  for  the  Com  ni  on  wealth  in 
this  or  any  other  caeci" 
"Pi-eciecly." 

"  If  the  Supreme  Court  had  subseqnernly  rovei-sod  the  cage, 

and  it  had  gone  back  for  a  new  trial,  nnd  had  been  tried  bc- 

_  /oro  a  jury,  «o  that  the  company's  olficom  conld   Iiare  been 

P  Bnh]>a-nneii  and  compelled  to  testify,  would  yon  then,  after 

recoiviii>;  this  money,  have  bcon  at  liberty  to  a^ist  in  getting 

Itiiat  teatimony  together  for  the  Commonwcultli,  and  aiding 
tho  Conuiionn-calthl" 
"1  abould  say  not." 
"  Yon  were  froe  to  do  it  prior  to  your  arrangement  I" 
"  Cortainly." 
"By  whom  was  it" — the  negotiation — "begun?"  ho  was 
naked. 
"  Hy  tlio  rcpniscntativc  of  the  company,"  lie  replied,  naming 
uiiu.* 

When  this  boigain  was  arranged  and  the  first  payment 

*  fnowdingt «(  Um  Joint  C«n>niu««  of  ilic  P«iioijlrxiiia  LiigUUlurp,  etc,  (ip. 
I  Wt-4.  *8iinc,  pp.  sn,  iW,  3ID,  «S7. 
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'  *<ifine  only  (in  opinion  lind  been  filed.  No  judgment  liid 
been  cntci-ed.  There  was  6till  time  to  make  nny  one  of  maoy 
moves,     Iieargi:nient  and  new  trial  botli  were  possible, 

Tliese  men  reduced  tliie  representative  of  the  people  oirijr 
to  ca&t  liim  asidci  tm  ecdiicers  alwaya  do.  They  did  not  p«j 
him  "cash  down''  when  they  bought  his  "peace,"  bnt  ~ta 
inaLalmctiLs,  iiiiil  part  of  liix  pay  vhs  in  tlie  ahnpe  <if  $'5000 
for  a  jeai-'fi  Gervice  fur  wlucii  he  was  to  do  no  work.  Thie 
Icept  t)ie  wUip-hattd  of  hitn  ntitil  the  tax  matter  wiu  finally 
settled  xnd  irrevocably  {)uist  rx;M|iei]iiig.  When  that  iiad  been 
done  tlicy  cast  liiin  off  with  ncurcliing  coiitiinioly.  TIiu 
ftecrctAry  of  the  trdBt  waved  liim  into  oblofjny  i\b  a  black- 
iiiailer. 

When  the  trustee  %vlto  ncgotiatcii  the  "peace"  waa  before 
the  eonuiiittoe  of  the  Pennsylvania  Jjej^ielaiiire  in  18S3  wliioh 
iuvcetigntcd  this  miscarriage  of  jiistieo  in  llie  Lis  cH8«6,  \iv  was 
asked  if  the  man  of  whom  he  had  bought  '' peace  "  had  used 
the  posilionfl  lie  bad  held  in  ihe  producers'  and  otlier  asso- 
cialiouft  to  further  liis  own  eiidt*.  lie  answered:  "I  tliink 
he  would  prostitute  anything  lo  further  hie  own  inerccnnrv 
eodc.'-- 

The  committee  of  the  T<egiRlature  Appointed  to  invosti^ato 
this  "  purohaso  of  pcaec"  furnishes  in  its  report  the  facts  we 
have  recited,  wliicli  were  nn contradicted,  hut  declares  that  the 
transactionH  thvydiNctusc  "did  tiut  prvjuiiiee  tlio  riglits  of  the 
Common  wealth/'  and  that  uobody  bad  done  anything  wrong. 
An  cffiirt  wan  made  aftCT  tliu  failure  uf  llie  lax  case  to  get  llie 
Attonicy-Gcnural  uf  the  State  to  imuu  »  warrant  agnint^t  the 
purchaser  of  peace,  upon  whicli  bo  could  have  bccii  held  to 
trial  ill  a  criminal  court  for  bribery  and  eon-ui)t  sulicitation  of 
a  public  officer.  An  aftidavlt  charging  the  crime  in  the  nsiial 
form  was  presented  to  the  Attorney-CTeneral.  Tliero  was  by 
tills  time  a  new  Attorncy-ficneral,  but  lie  ditched  this  idoto 
with  thoeatTio&kill  for  the  nianagemuntof  his  adrct^anrles^  case 
tliat  U!s  predecessor  bad  exhibited  iu  the  tax.  m\i.    He  dc- 

'  PrMMdinga  «f  th«  JoinE  Commiitce  of  the  P«nin(jl»nt«  Legf«Utur«,  «(«,  pp. 
.457,  Ut. 
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mandcd  that  affidavit  be  made  bj  fioinc  one  \rbo  could  testify 
to  tlie  bnl>crr  of  bis  [wrsunal  knowled^  before  tlie  commit- 
titijT  maginlnte.  At>  tbe  facts  were  known  only  to  the  tm-o 
principals,  And  ticttber  of  thcra  could  bo  expected  to  come 
fonvnnl  to  make  allidavit  and  application  for  bis  owo  com- 
mitment, the  AtloniOY-Gciieral  demanded  tbe  impoEeiblc.' 
The  fact  of  bribery  wns  pnbliclj  known  by  tlic  confcuion 
under  oatb  of  ono  of  tbe«c  principals,  and  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral bad  boCD  presented  with  tlic  affidavit  of  n  eitizen,  pre- 
pared  in  due  and  regular  fonn,  upon  which  lie  could  have 
proceeded  to  issue  a  warrant,  as  t»  done  in  tbe  cise  of  less 
powerfnl  offenders.  Failing  with  the  Attorney -General  to 
Iiave  tliia  tmnsaetion  taken  into  the  courts,  the  effort  whb 
renewed  with  tike  committee  ttic  Legielataro  bad  appointed  to 
invc8ti;^ate.  It  was  nskcd  to  do  as  commilleefi  had  done 
before — to  iiend  tbe  case  to  a  criminal  court  and  let  it  be 
tried.  The  diBtiuf;nifihed  lawyer  acting  for  the  people  before 
tbe  committee  offered  to  appear  aa  a  volcntccr  Attorney- 
General  in  the  prosccutiun  of  the  trnstee.  '*_Thoro  is  not  an 
Iioneet  jury,''  bo  said,  "in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  which 
upon  the  testimony  would  not  6ond  liim  to  the  penitentiary 
for  the  crime  of  bribery."*  The  conimitleo  refnscd  to  send 
the  matter  to  tbe  rourla. 

Upon  the  only  occasion  wlieii  the  "  Trustees"  seemed  in  real 
danger  of  bcin*;  brought  in  person  and  on  epceific  charges  to 
trial,  criminally,  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  Pennsylvania  saved 
tbem.  In  the  Clarion  County  cases  it  took  the  unprecedented 
step  of  interfering  with  the  criminal  jnrisdiction  of  the  lower 
conrt£.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  that  Hr.  Gowen  said 
before  the  Committee  of  Commerce  of  Congrosa  in  ISSO :  "  I 
waa  a  mcml>cr  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  nnd  I  know  tlmt  if  that  convention  did  anything 
effectively  it  was  wlieti  it  decliued  that  the  Supreme  Court 
ebould  Dot  bavo  original  jurisdiction  in  criminal  ca8c$,  and  yet 
I  bavc  seen  tliroo  judges  of  tlie  Supremo  Court  lay  their 

'  Pfoceedingi  of  Uio  Joint  Cominiuce  of  Um  PnmirlTtiiU  Lcgickiiiii*,  «|&, 
Ml.  *  9uM,  t.  B.  Gdwon,  p.  ASA 
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hands  upon  sn  in(]ictmeiit  in  a  couiiLy  court  and  liaiijr  it  iijt.'* 
The  cfft'ct  of  tliin  iiitcrptisitinn  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  in 
cuintncd  up  ae  fnllon'a  in  tin;  liietory  of  tiio  contcet  between 
tbc  Producers'  Union  atid  their  powerful  antaffoniete:  *'  TbU 
pnwtically  terminated  tlio  last  k-j^al  prot'codirig  conducted  hy 
tJic  gcricml  council  of  the  producers  of  pctroloiim."  *'  It  wag 
the  greatest  violation  of  law,"  said  Mr.  Goweti  before  tbe 
Petinsylvaiiia  Legislative  Coiiitciittoe,  "ever  committed  in  the 
Comtnon  weal  til." ' 

That  somo  sucl)  action  might  have  been  expected  conld  bo 
inferred  from  tlie  ren^ark  in  Leading  Caeea  Simplified,  by 
John  1>.  La'wsor),  warning  the  student  of  the  hiw  of  Ciimers 
"  not  to  \*%y  iiiiieh  lioed  to  the  deciitioiis  uf  the  Snpreine  Court 
of  Pennsylvania — at  lea«t,d  tiling  the  piist  ten  or  fifteen  years. 
/The  Penniiytvauia  Uailruad  appears  tu  run  tlmt  tribunal  with  V 
'the  ftuiiiu  success  Ihut  it  dues  its  own  Lruiiis."  *  -^ 

Some  time  after  tlicsc  events  the  purchaser  of  this  peace 
g»rc  some  money  t^  n  liospit.iI  for  cancers,  and,  in  recognition 
of  his  philanthropy,  was  made  its  president.  Tliis  hocipitftt 
wns  for  cancers  of  the  body— not  for  moral  cancers  of  the 
kind  prnp;i3.ited  for  inori«y  by  tucn  who  cornipt  the  Common, 
wealth.  It  would  iiave  been  full  expiation  in  the  good  old 
timce  of  the  priest  and  tlie  baron  Jinskia  describes  to  donate 
to  tbe  cure  of  an  evil  a  fraction  of  the  profits  of  the  culture 
of  it  Tlio  noiTspapcre  in  May,  ISiH,  clironicled  the  opening 
of  anotlier  ]>aviHot)  of  this  hospital,  and  the  delivery  of  "nn 
Intereeting  address''  by  tlie  new  presJdcMit.  One  of  the  jour- 
nals rciuarkii  that  "this  intermit,  combined  with  his  well- 
known  liberality  in  Church  and  humane  matters  gcner»l]j, 
eu};*;^:&tg  a  thought  concerning  the  peculiar  development  on 
this  line  of  many  of  our  very  rich  men."  lint  what  tbe 
"thought''  tras  the  journalist  did  not  go  on  to  state. 

1  P>«ooeding«  of  tli«  Joliil  Coniinitte«  of  tli«  P«tiDftflT«Di4  LcgialktitfO,  eUk,  ft 
718. 

'UuiImu's  Railway*  and  Jiejiu&Uc, p.  W5. 


At  this  TFriting  there  is  an  old  roan  iiflniiei].£aeajml^an 
Syckel,  over  eighty  years  of  age,  partly  paralyzed,  but  still 
vigorous,  liring  in  nn  obscure  back  street  of  I^uifalo,  vcrv 
poor,  tliongli  bia  fertile  brnin  bnfi  helped  to  make  inilliDitaircs 
of  many  others.  Van  Syckel's  life  has  been  one  of  upn  and 
downs,  pofiflilile  only  in  llie  ease  of  an  advontiiroiiR  niirtd  ecok- 
ing  tlic  golden-Heece  iii  a  new  indusitry  imd  in  a  new  eonntrv. 
Of  all  the  bnive  and  ingenluus  men  who  liavo  expcriinciited, 
invented,  and  pioneered  to  realize  for  ninnktnd  all  the  sur- 
passing possibilitice  of  the  coining  oil  a^,  he  is  one  of  tho 
inoet  notable.  He  had  idrcudy  made  and  lofit  one  or  two  fort- 
Dnc£  when  wc  find  Iiiio.  abont  ISGO,  vtith  a  litllo  still  in  Jer* 
ficy  City,  making  roof-tar. 

Ho  was  born  iu  Huntordon  Coanty,  New  Jersey,  the  son 
of  a  farmer,  and  worked  on  the  farm  until  he  wa«  of  age. 
when  he  went  into  biisinosa.  The  panic  of  1SK7  can^^ht  Liin 
witli  tails  wing-n-wing,  conducting  all  at  once,  and  proa- 
peroQsIy.  grlRt-niitls,  liiisced-uil  niilts,  grain  distilleries — these 
lio  had  to  take  for  a  dvbt — several  etorce,  coupui'-eliops,  and 
two  or  three  farms. 

He  failed  because  ho  had  gone  sccnrity  for  others,  bnl  ho 
I)aid  lyo  cents  ou  tlie  dollar,  and  went  tu  >'ow  York  City. 
There  he  became  a  member  of  tho  Com  Hxcliange,  and 
opened  a  comiaifrsion-honse  for  the  sale  of  prodn(«.  Hie 
country  friends  had  such  cunfidencc  in  Ida  honesty  and  judg- 
ment that  within  six  moiitlis  he  had  done  a  business  of  ^400,- 
OOO.  But  ho  diacovcrcd  that  oE  tho  1500  nieniLere  of  the 
£xcliango  all  bnt  one  had  fniled.  and  many  of  tbcm  several 
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times,  lie  saw  tliat  he  woe  in  n  position  wlicro,  tlirongli  tlia 
fiubility  of  some  otiicr  dcnicr  to  fultil  his  contract,  lie  iniglit 
bs  ewBinped  any  day,  and  Joee  »H  lie  liaJ  liiiiiBclf  and  all  tlio 
ttiousniid^iiitriistecl  toliim  by  liis  friends.  He  li»d  oM-fmliioncd 
notions  about  losing  friends'  money,  to  himself  ur  lo  any  one 
else.  lie  left  the  prndnce  business.  lie  went  lo  niakiiig  rnot- 
tur  ill  Jersey  City,  and  in  lSt)i)  built  one  of  tlic  Jii^tjrutineries 
ior^nttijin^JtBitKoue  out  ot  pBtit>Ieiin.  Wlieii  "Colomsl" 
Drdke,  in  1859,  foniid  out  tbat  oil  conld  be  got  by  drilling,  Van 
Syckel  was  one  of  titoso  tlio  new  source  of  snpply  found  wait- 
iog  for  it.  He  l)ef;an  refiiiiri}>  in  a  email  n-ur,  and,  with  an 
ardor  wUieh  lie  liafi  carried  into  cvorytliin^;  lie  has  done,  be 
plunged  inco  tbe  etiidy  of  new  v:w%  ol  relining  tlie  oil  wliieli 
tlicti  started  to  flow  with  enibarriL^iug  riches  out  ni  thousands 
of  well  H.  Tlic  stndy  of  uili-olinin^  ticcainit  biA  passion,  as. 
fortiinutcly  fur  n«  lees  gifted  folk,  tlic  stady  of  tlic  cflfect^  of 
It  on  clay,  of  siitpliur  on  tlie  gnni  of  the  caoiltcbouc-trce,  of 
Isteant  on  the  lid  of  tlio  tenkcttlo,  were  in  tlieir  tiino  piiseion<i 
'with  Palissy.  Goodyear,  and  Watts.  In  tlio  work  of  his  life, 
forcing  its  secrets  out  of  this  difKciiIt  tli{iiid,  he  lias  l>een 
very  sncceesfnl.  Knrthly  reward  tho  oM  inventor  lias  none, 
hut,  eiiting  in  liis  etory-and-a-half  cottage,  wU.it  he  luounia 
tuo«t  13  that  he  has  been  and  is  denied  tho  opportnnity  of  work. 
Tortured  by  ro^tK-iss  and  invontivo  energy,  wliieli  age  and  dis- 
ap[K>ititinont  and  li'tniyal  liuvo  not  sufficed  to- son  If  out,  his 
«ontinnoaa wonl  is :  "I  want  to  make  oil." 

When  pptndcnni  from  tho  new  wells  began  to  coine  to 
New  York,<lozens  of  little  sUlls  wt-rc  built  all  over  the  Jersey 
fiats,  many  of  them  by  Jews  and  Greeks.  "Htills  Icopt  burn- 
ing np  all  ai-onnd,"  ho  says  to  his  visitor.  "Almost  every 
day  tliero  was  an  explosion  somewliere  from  the  gases.  I 
told  my  wife  to  give  mo  my  oldcet  clothes  and  send  mc  my 
meals.  I  %vas  going  to  Bnd  out  nil  .ibont  this  business. 
Tlwre  was  a  pile  of  roofing-gravel  under  a  shed  by  my  stills. 
I  went  there  and  slept  and  ate,  day  and  night,  and  watched 
^tlic  stills  and  the  pifiee,  the  caH?.8,  the  oils,  and  nil.  All  llic 
Jeep  and  re&t  I  liad  for  months  was  there.    Il  was  whilo 


1S4 


'/  WAJfT  TO  iUKE  OtL" 


watch 


tliese  work  tluit 


greatcKt  iilca  came  to  uic,  of 
making  oil  by  n  cotitinnous  process,  so  tliat  1  could  feed  in 
petroleum  at  one  end  and  have  kcroeone  rnnning  out  at  the 
oth«r  in  an  tmcensitif;  stream,  day  after  day,  vritLouC  stopping 
tUc  whole  establish incDt,  as  the  oti-rctinerics  still  do,  every  day 
or  two,  to  ouol  oil  aud  clean  up.  liy  the  old  process,  etill  in 
use,  wlien  the  cliarge  in  the  Btill  of  perhaps  lOOU  barrels 
liail  been  refined,  we  had  to  draw  the  tires  and  wait  perhaps 
ten  huui'b — the  best  part  of  a  day — for  the  stitl  to  cool  off,  so 
that  the  men  contd  go  in  M'ith  iron  chi»cU  to  chop  it  alt  lousu 
and  clean  it  out.  Tlii^  would  tuko  four  or  tivc  men  from 
four  to  six  hours.  The  etill  would  be  idle  for  a  day  and  a 
lifllf,  and  ilion  the  same  procctw  would  have  to  be  gone  through 
with  ajjiiifi  with  crery  charge.  All  over  the  flats  the  Jews 
and  Greeks  kept  burning  np.  The  Common  Council  of 
Jersey  City  said  we  rnuE>t  stop  refining.  The  rest  joined  a 
great  combination  to  fight  the  Common  Council,  but  1  made 
up  my  mind  to  go  where  the  oil  was  produced.  I  went  to 
Titusvillc  ill  ISdd.  I  had  all  the  money  I  could  watit.  Some 
rich  men  told  mo  to  di-aw  on  them  up  to  $100,000  for  any- 
thing there  wa*  'snacks  in'  for  them." 

This  waa  about  the  time  the  founders  of  the  oil  combina- 
tion bi-gan  in  Cleveland,  wiih  '"no  money."' 

"What  makes  I  found  iii  Titusvillc!''  continued  Van 
Syekcl.  "  I  went  all  up  and  down  the  creek.  They  wore 
glad  to  get  65  gallons  of  kei-oseiio  out  of  TOO  gnlUme  of  pe- 
troleum, while  I  could  got  SO.  [  think  the  head  of  the  oil 
combination  had  a  little  still  cocked  np  in  the  woods  there 
— a  one-horst^  p'g-pcn  kind  of  a  place  at  the  lienil  of  the 
crock,  »  cohhled-iip  surt  of  a  miid-liolc,  with  a  wiiter-trougli 
to  Iritig  the  oil  to  the  still.  Uc  wai  not  there  Limsolf; 
ho  *itayed  iti  Cleveland.  I  didn't  ever  think  anything  about 
him  then.  I  was  'way  altovu  him.  I  lii^t  saw  hiin  nomo 
years  after,  about  1S72,  in  a  refiner's  office.  He  was  talk- 
ing up  some  ftohc'Uic  hu  had  for  a  combination  of  refinerieB. 
lie  said  he  didn't  want,  to  have  the  market  ovcrstoclvc<l.  IXo 
was  jii^t  a  common-looking  kind  of  a  man  among  the  rest  of 
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ns  there.  1  saw,  wliou  J  readied  Tittuviilu,  that  tlio  most 
money  was  to  he  uiade  in  sliippitig  oil.  I  made  a  dult.ii-  n 
harrel.  and  in  six  iiioiilhe  I  was  JlOfl.OOO  in  pocket.  The 
land  s[>ec!utntii)]i  1  wuiitdiiY  toticli.  It  Wds  wild.  It  scared 
me  to  SCO  inuu  sittiiig  around  on  logs,  and  trading:  uti  little 
pieces  of  land  for  liiiiidrvds  of  tiiotiBiiiids  of  dnilurs.  I  was 
the  first  mau  to  lay  a  pipe  lino  to  carry  oil  np  and  doMii  tlio 
hilU  of  PenrsyU'ania." 

•'The  fii-st  euccessftil  pipe  line,"  says  the  TTnitod  States 
Cotifiiis  Ueport  of  1SS5,  "  \vn»  put  down  by  Saiiinel  Van 
Syckel,  of  Tittisrillc,  in  1665.  and  extended  from  Pilhole  to 
Miller's  Fiirm,  a  diatance  of  four  miles."  ' 

"  Wlien  1  tii-Bt  came  to  tho  oil  country  all  tha  oil  had  to  be 
teamed  from  the  wells  to  tlio  raiivrays.  orer  roads  with  no 
bottom  in  wot  wcatliur.  Soinctinie»  a  line  of  teams  a  mile 
long  wuiiUl  Im>  stuck  in  the  mud.  Often  thu  teanietere  would 
dump  their  load,  worth  $5  a  barrel,  and  abandon  it.  Mules 
would  get  so  discounigcd  that  tlioy  vvdnld  lie  <lowii  lUid  diu 
in  the  roadway  bcfi>ri;  ilicy  cuutd  be  liutpud.  Tiiu  tL-aiiistcra 
knuw  llicir  power.  They  charged  accordingly.  They  charged 
for  looking  at  tlio  oil  to  sec  how  iimiiy  barrels  their  teams 
could  draw.  They  charged  extra  for  every  miid-liolo  Ilioy 
struck,  and  if  tho  wagon  •  wheels  went  to  the  hubs  they 
doubled  their  bills.  I  paid  $2  to  $+  a  barrel  for  teaming, 
and  w;i8  shipping  4000  barrels  a  week.  The  tean)6tei«  were 
making  more  money  than  the  well-ownei-8,  and  didn't  caro 
whether  they  hauled  oil  or  not.  All  this  set  mo  to  tlnnking. 
I  hit  on  the  pipe-line  idc.i,  and  announced  that  I  would  cflrry 

itlieoil  by  ptiio  from  the  wcllg  tu  the  railroad.  That  was  too 
much  for  the  pi;o)»lo  of  the  oil  refrioim.  Everybody  laughed 
mo  down.     Even  my  partieular  fri«nd«,  with  whom  I  ii*ed  to 

I'iftke  my  mcaU  at  tlio  hotel,  jeered  and  gibed  luc  so  that  I  took 
to  coming  and  going  throtigli  the  hack  door  and  through 
tho  kitehon,  and  ate  by  myself.  '  Do  you  expect  to  p«l  a  gir- 
dle around  the  earth !'  wa«  the  favorite  sarcasm,    1  knew  it 

'■•Pelrolnim  and  Its  Product*,"  ^7  S.  F.  Pwkliani,  Spedol  Agent,  U.S.Cen. 
M».  1SS«,  p.  93. 


would  codt  n  great  deftl — $100,000  perlinps;  but  I  Imil  the 
money.  I  built  it — ttco  two-inch  lines,  side  Ity  oide — between 
Juno  and  November  in  1S65,  and  turned  tlie  oil  in.  Tlie 
pipe  was  a  perfect  RucceRs  from  the  iiixt  bnrn>l  of  oil  tJiat  was 
pnmped  in.  It  Howed.  just  as  I  expected,  np  hill  and  down 
dale.  Tiic  line  waa  four  milefi  long — ^froni  llie  Miller  p'arni  to 
Pitliole — with  two  or  three  branches. 

"  Then  the  teamsters  threatened  to  kill  any  one  who  worked 
on  the  pipe  lina  or  who  used  it.  Tliuy  would  drive  astraddle 
of  it,  dJ^down  to  it,  put  lui^^ing  cbuins  aronnd  it  and  |>iill  it 
out  of  the  ground,  and  leave  the  oil,  worth  ?^+  to  :^.5  a  bantl, 
rnntiing  to  waste  out  of  the  holes.  I  sent  to  New  York 
for  6ome  carbinus,  Idix'd  25  men  to  puliid  tlio  lint',  nnd  put 
a  fltop  to  that.  I  put  up  the  line  ftS  security  for  some  dvhts 
owed  by  my  partner,  nndcr  an  agreement  tliat  when  its  profits 
had  paid  the  debt  it  wag  to  bo  returned  to  inc.  Tho  debt 
wjw  wiped  ont  in  n  few  months,  but  I  never  got  tho  line 
hack.  ...  I  had  no  money  left  to  »ue  for  tt.  This  was  the 
end  of  my  pipe  line.  It  has  grown  into  a  system  thousands  of 
miles  long,eevond  in  importance  only  to  tho  railroad,  and  ont 
of  it  m&ny,  many  millions  of  protit  have  been  made,  but  not  » 
cent  liae  it  yielded  mc.  Then  I  went  to  refining  oil,  and,  with 
a  partnur,  bnitt  one  of  the  first  big  i-etiiieries  in  the  oil  regions. 
There  has  been  no  oil  n?fin«d  in  (his  eonniry  sineo  JS»u  with- 
ont  the  help  of  my  improvemeiitK.  Sonm  I  patented,  some  I 
did  not.  Tlie  rutiucrs  at  Titusvillo  were  hai-d  put  tu  it  for 
pure  wator.  I  drove  pipes  through  the  river  into  the  fteuoud 
grarel  under  the  river,  and  got  the  1iue«t  cold  water  there 
conld  be.  This  anticipated  the  'driven  wells'  several  years. 
I  pttt  steam  into  the  stills  "  (this  had  been  done  before  botti  by 
European  and  American  refiners).  "I  found  out  how  to  burn 
tho  nncondensable  gases.  1  showed  one  of  my  neiglilwrs  how 
to  do  this,  and  he  saved  $20  a  day  after  that  in  his  coal  biUa, 
bat  I  got  nothing  for  it.  Each  new  thing  I  pro])OBvd,  up 
wonid  go  everybody's  liands  and  eyes,  and  oh,  what  a  rum- 
bling there  wonld  be!  I  never  mado  money  so  fust  as  in  this 
refinery.    "Wc  did  not  use  tho  continuous  process,     t  Jiad  not 
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l(cJ  it,  and  X  liad  partners  whom  it  woiilJ  not  Im%"c  been 
rijtlit  for  me  to  cxpL'riim;rit  vvitli.  Our  profits  wcro  over  a 
dollar  on  everv  barrel.  We  sold  our  product  as  fast  at)  we 
could  make  it,  We  made  8.1iJ5,O00  id  fifteen  months,  altliough 
wc  paid  aa  liigh  ns  $S  n  bnrrcl  for  crude.  I  worked  like  ft 
sIavo  to  mnke  good  the  loss  of  l?llio,CK>0  in  my  pipe  line.  I 
worked  and  watched  day  and  tilgtit,  and  knew  I  was  healing 
them  all  making  oil.  My  partners  were  chtircli  elders,  who 
could  never  find  words  cnoitgli  to  express  their  indigiiatioo 
about  the  way  my  pipe  Hue  had  been  taken  away  from  me, 
and  eo  virtuous  that  they  never  smoked  a  elgar  nor  drank  a 
drop.  I  got  into  no  end  of  lawsuits  with  them,  and  I  lost 
my  property  n^aiii.  I  itotd  a  part  intci-CKt  in  my  patent  to 
somo  one  whr*  was  afterwards  taken  into  this  oil  combination, 
and  it  now  ctlniiri!!  lliat  tlicy  own  all  my  patents.  Tliey  li.ive 
frightened  off  or  Ixmgiit  off  every  one  who  has  tried  to  use 
any  of  my  inventiotts." 

The  rcet  of  tlio  old  man's  etoi-y  was  toM  by  him  under  oath 
in  a  suit  ho  brought  against  mvnihere  of  tlio  combination.^ 
"The  idea  of  eontinuone  dietillatioii,  as  it  was  suggested  to 
mo  at  rlereej  City,  wa«  always  in  my  liraiii  ovur  since,  I 
iftade  an  attempt  to  construct  such  works  iti  ISTfl  under  Mr. 
Cary.  I  run  out  of  money.  I  had  been  roblied  out  of  my 
pipe  line  that  coat  me  ^lUU.OOO,  and  my  oil -rcfiiirry  in  wliicli  I 
Lad  more  than  i&HJy,<Ji»L).  Mr,  Gary  said  lie  was  goin^  to  build 
a  little  refinery.  Ue  said  he  had  ?!0,000  that  wc  miglit  use 
in  making  oil  in  a  continuous  way.  We  got  our  lease  and 
broke  ground  iu  ISTti.  We  had  not  got  very  far — wo  got  the 
pipe  on  the  ground  and  eome  brick  and  one  oU-fasltioned  still 
—when  "the  repi-esentativo  of  the  oil  conibin.ition.  one  of 
its  prinuipal  members, '' came  on  to  the  ground  .  .  .  the  15th 
of  December,  1876.    lie  asked  me  if  I  would  not  take  a  salary 

not  build  these  works  in  opposition  to  them.  I  told  him 
'No.*  Then  iio  wanted  i  should  take  a  life  salary,  one  that 
would  Kupport  me  for  life  comfortably.     I  told  bim  I  did  not 

■  Samurl  Tnn  fjtclicl  m.  .Irmo  Oil  Coinpaiiy.    Tried  in  (h«  Supreme  Court  nt 
BuITkIo,  XT.  Unr  14,  1888. 
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WAitt  hie  salftry;  I  M'tintod  to  1>iiild  tltie  i-efinery  and  mukc  oil 
jn  a  tievT  contiitnoiis  vray.  He  tlieii  wanted  uie  to  let  him 
build  it.  lie  »tuid,  'We  will  build  it  for  you.*  1  objected 
(o  thin.  IIu  tlioi)  6iiid  thai  I  could  iiihIo!  no  iiionoj  if  I  did 
rolino  oil.  IIq  uIso  ^aid  if  1  did  I  could  nut  ship  it.  ITo 
Raid  ho  would  luy  to  iiic  confldciuiully  tliut  tliey  hod  made 
eucli  nri-niigoim-iit«  nitli  tliu  railnnids  in  reference  tn  frciglit — 
in  rvfcrviKHi  tu  getting  carR — lio  linew  I  could  niatto  no  monoy 
if  Ididnrnkeoil." 

Aliuosi.  on  tlio  game  day— May  14,  1888 — on  which  Van 
Syckul  was  ^ivin^  the  jury  this  undiepnted  accouni,  eustainod 
by  tlio  jiid^e  and  jury.of  howtlie  combination  need  ''nnitngi^ 
mouts  with  the  railroads"  a^inst  lu  rival^  another  pioneer, 
even  more  dit^tinguished,  was  relating  his  almost  identical  ex- 
porionce  before  the  cotuinittcc  of  Congress  inveiStigHting  trusts, 
May  3.  l^S8.  This  was  Joshua  Merrill,  "to  whom.*'  eaid  S. 
D&nn  llajcR,  Stiite  Chemist  of  Mnseachuftott*,  "more  than  to 
any  one  otsi',  belongs  tho  honor  of  bringing  this  manufactare 
to  Its  present  advanced  state."  '  MerriltV  inventions  and  ino- 
ousfal  Uboi's  arc  described  in  the  United  States  Census  Re- 
port on  lVtn:ilenin,  1S85.  He  was  at  work  gueeaing  the  rid- 
dle* of  potrviluuin  9&  long  ago  as  l:!'.'-^.* 

From  1S<>6  to  1$$$  be  and  liid  partners  ran  a  refinery  at 
Boston. 

"  What  lias  become  of  Ur* 

"We  hare  recently  dismantled  it."* 

For  soveml  yvan  their  biisincM  had  bc«n  unprofitable. 
There  wen;  (wo  eatucs,  ho  explained.  Ono  was  Uiat  they 
made  a  better  qsality  of  oil  tliau  tbe  aron^,  at  a  east  whicii 
they  cookt  aot  reooop  froot  tlift  priou  crtahlished  in  tlM  omt- 
kflt  by  poorer  oils.  Tb«  other  earn*  vrw  the  «xb*eHiauT 
ehaigw  Made  aftiast  his  firm  by  the  t^lwivs  in  BosIdb  which 
bcott^t  thMremck. 


ra<iWMJ«ii«,h!rJ.a.BMt«,  1571,  it  1»4. 
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His  firm  bad  their  own  tank-care,  in  wliieli  tlieir  cruije  oil 
came  fi'oin  I'ennBylvuDia.  From  Oleun  tu  Buetoii  Ins  freiglib 
coat  liiin  t)ic  ]u&t  few  vcai-e  50  cents  a  biinx;1.  From  tlic  depot 
in  Boslon,  to  get  it  over  two  miles  of  truck  to  lii«  refinery,  cost 
:^10  u  car,  or  iibotiL  i'l  cents  a  liurrel.  Tliiti  wm  ni  the  rnto  o£ , 
abont  3S  cents  a  ton  a  mile.  The  average  freiglit  into  for  the 
United  States  is  about  half  a  cent  a  ton  a  mile.  Ilis  rate  was 
an  advance  of  750O  per  cent,  on  tlie  average,  lie  appealed 
to  the  Uailroad  Commission  of  Massachusetts. 

"  We  wrote  to  the  comniieeionere  that  we  thought  the 
charge  viaa  very  high,  and  they  ought  to  interfere  to  have  it 
retliiired.     IJut  it  was  not  done.'' 

"We  made  n!))eated  ufforts,  personal  eotieilatlons.  to  the 
rnilniad  oBieerA,  and  to  the  raiirojid  commissioners  also,  bat  it 
wa*  the  established  rate.'* ' 

Two  roada  parti<:ipatcd  In  tliis  charge  of  810  for  liauling  n 
car  two  miles.  One  of  these  was  Ihc  New  York  and  JJew  Eng- 
land mad,  whoeo  haul  was  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  its  eliarge  %fi. 

••  Who  W!i8  president  of  the  Xew  York  and  New  Eughind' 
roadr 

The  difimaiilled  witnetts's  experience  had  made  him  limid. 

"I  do  not  know." 

l>u  yon  not  know,  ho  was  ueked,  that  one  of  the  oil  troetees 
ie  president  if 

"Yc«,  eir."' 

The  same  railroad  is  the  principal  "Now  England  link  in  the 
lines  of  circumvallation  which  the  combination  in  co.il,  liard 
tod  soft^  American  and  Nova  Scotian,  is  drawing  about  the 
booiee  and  indnstries  of  the  country.  His  company  sold  their 
tuik-cars  to  the  oil  combination,  as  "  we  no  longer  had  any 
use  for  thorn."* 

"I  W!W  thirty-two  years  in  the  oil  bnainess,"  the  veteran 
said,  mournfullv,  a.i  lie  left  the  stand.  "It  was  the  huslncea 
of  my  life." ' 

To  ix;tnm  toVariSyckel.    After  Ins  warning  to  the  inventor 

'TnuiUi.  Ccmjiiww,  left^TMilmorir  of  Jonliun  Merrill,  iip,  5ft7-f.9. 

*  EbUM,  p.  DOS,  '  Same,  p.  sua  •&iine,p.Sia 
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that  he  could  get  no  cars  and  make  do  money,  ciron  if  liisnew 
tdciL  proved  »  (iiiccegg,  the  I'epresentativc  of  the  combination 
invilvd  Villi  Svckul  to  put  liimscif  in  its  hands. 

"He  said  thej-  u-onld  furnish  the  money  to  teftt  the  ioven- 
tion  and  (uy  me  all  it  was  '\vorth.  I  felt  a  httle  etartled  iit 
the  rclKktee,  and  I  knew  it  before,  but  X  did  not  know  it  waa 
80  bfld  OS  lie  hml  ligiircd  it  out.  ]  then  nskcd  him  who  of  bis 
compHTiy  would  niivae  to  furnish  nie  inonoy  to  lost  tlic  patent 
and  to  pay  ull  It  was  worth.  IFe  iiskvd  loe  who  T  wanted 
to  agree  with.  I  tlicn  nuked  liJm  if  a  man''  (naming  Iiim) 
"that  I  had  hnd  more  or  letM  dcatiiigB  with"  (one  of  tlic  trH»> 
teen)  '^woiihi  a^i'OL-  to  wlint  he  had  Miid.  Jlo  (iuid  lie  itad  no 
doubt  he  would.  lie  eaid, '  Wo  will  go  and  eoo  him,  and  go 
at  his  c^cpcnec.'  lie  said  he  woiiM  take  tlio  works  off  my 
handa  at  cobt,  and  wonld  eatiflfy  my  partner  to  stop  building 
t}iem  if  I  wuidd  ^o  to  New  Tork,nnd  I  think  it  was  the  next 
day  when  we  went  to  Xew  York." 

ThiTy  went  to  the  of!icu  of  the  member  of  the  comhinatioa 
vhnin  Van  Syeke)  had  tsaid  he  would  confido  in.  ''  lie  Bccmod 
to  be  very  glad  to  see  me.  and  very  sorry  to  learn  I  had  l>oen  so 
mifoi'tunntc  in  the  oil  regions.  lie  then  a^kcd  mo  what  thceo 
patent  works  would  cmt  in  a  small  way  to  prove  that  oil  could 
he  suecei^fully  made  under  contlnnone  dietillntion.  I  told 
him  it  could  bo  done  for  about  JlO.CiOO.  lie  said  they  would 
give  it,  .  ,  .  and  if  it  proved  a  success  they  would  give  me 
t>liH),O0O.  Ho  euid  it  was  worth  mora  lie  would  give  mo 
$]£»  a  month  to  support  my  family  during  the  time  I  was- 
baildiug  and  testing  it.  I  said,  *Ij6t  us  put  what  wc  hivo 
agreed  upon  in  writing.'  Tic  begged  off  for  ii  time.  He  *aiU 
it  could  be  done  at  Titusville  junt  as  well.  He  saw  I  was  not 
quite  Ratinitied  lieing  cut  off  in  that  way,  so  lie  took  my  hand 
and  6aid  he  would  give  me  his  word  and  honor  what  they 
had  agreed  upon  there  stiontd  be  put  in  writing  at  Titiia- 
vilte  Monday  morning.  1  did  nut  want  to  press  him  any 
harder.  I  told  him  I  would  take  the  $1^5  a  month  until  tho 
thing  was  tested-  If  it  proved  a  failure  the  wliolo  thing 
shoDld  come  back  where  it  started  from,  aod  if  it  proved 
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iDCCecs  h«  was  to  pay  me  (itOO,000"  (for  tlic  patents  and 
the  biiflincBs).  "  IIo  HuiJ  n'U  ull  uiidurstood  it,  tliun.  I  went 
homo/'  VuR  Hjckcl  called  upon  the  Titiisvillc  nionibftr  of  the 
trust.  *'llc  begged  off  from  mo  tlic  same  as  tlie  otlicr  did 
in  New  York;  eaid  tlioy  ■were  presftod  with  bii&iijoas.  lie 
lid  tliejj  vToidd  fix  it  lliis  aftoniooii,  or  words  to  tliat  cfEeet." 
[lUtead  uf  buildiiip;  for  tiiii],  ns  it  had  aij;rec(],  llie  coinljina- 
tion,  the  moment  lie  placed  blinaelf  in  il^  [landB,  destroyed 
the  ltiiitdiii>;  he  had  already  hegiiii. 

"  What  did  they  do  withtlie  works  when  they  lioii^ht  them?*' 

"Tlicy  took  the  brick  that  was  on  the  care  nnd  hauk-d  them 
to  other  places,  I  suppose,  and  I  don't  know  where  they  throw 
the  etili.     They  kept  tlint  lease)!  property  diirin;*  die  five 

are  for  n  jiink-yard.  I  went  the  next  dny  to  eee  him,  aod 
pressed  him  ahoitt  it  the  beet  I  coiitd.  I  could  not  aceoni. 
piish  aiiytliinp;  ho  nppcnrcd  to  be  busy,  or  kept  out  of  the 
way.  I  kept  chasing  to  hifl  ofl'ice.  I  tried  to  catcli  liim  and 
talk  over  what  1  should  dcpeud  on,  where  wc  wore  Koing  to 
build;  but  ho  kept  out  of  tiio  way.  lie  &aid  ho  had  not  seen 
their  folks.  In  July,  1ST9,  more  than  Ibreo  years  after  our 
eontract  in  New  York,  he  said  they  had  had  it  moelinf?  of  all 
their  witie-head^,  and  they  liad  called  in  clicmiatK,  and  they  uU 
anoniniotiBly  agreed  that  oil  could  itot  be  mudo  by  u  continii- 
OOB  process,  and  gave  that  as  a  reason  for  not  fiirriiidiing  tho 
'iQOnoy  to  build  these  works.  I  eaid,  in  reply, 'I  am  not  ro- 
iponeiblc  for  the  knowledge  that  the  "oil  eonibinntion  ■'  has 
for  refining  oil  ;  neither  would  I  exchange  mine  for  all  they 
have  got  combined.  Yon  »aid  yon  would  fnrnisli  me  the 
money  and  build  these  works,  and  do  as  you  had  agreed  to 
do.'  I  walked  out.  That  was  about  the  last  I  had  to  say  to 
him  on  that  subject." 

**Otd  you  after  that  build,  or  undertake  to  build,  un  oil  re- 
finery 10  test  your  eontinuoiw  procese  (" 

**  Yea,  sir;  in  connection  with  a  (iennaii.  He  was  going  to 
build  a  Muatl  refinery.  He  said  ho  would  build  il  my  way,  if  I 
Would  let  bini  use  it  in  the  new  M-ay.  lie  coristrncted  it  on 
principle;  but  ha  vras  elow — he  was  a  rery  slow  man  to 
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dcul  with.  We  ran  .  .  .  twenty  days  williout  stopping*'  (to 
clean  ont  the  fitlllit). 

"'  And  it  ncttully  nui  that  lengtk  of  time  f* 

"YM,6ir." 

*'  Wkiit  became  of  these  works  T 

"  Ilanled  oft  to  tho  jetik-vard  '* — bjr  one  of  tbo  corapaniee  in 
tlie  coiiihinatioQ.  It  ^  bought  them  out  after  wo  jti&t  got  them 
under  way,  and  then  tor©  thcin  down  and  hauled  them  off." 

"  Y«iv  then  hroiij»ht  thorn  up  to  Buffalo,  and  tried  to  put 
theiu  into  tlie  Solw  Works  T' 

"  Ve«,  sir." 

"  Whnt  became  of  those  V 

"They  eventtially  went  the  same  way." 

In  court  the  combination  claimed  that  Van  Syckel's  was  *n 
Inferior  procesa,  hut  it  had  not  left  it  to  die  the  natural  death 
iii  the  inferior  proce&R. 

"And  how  about  tlieexi^rise  of  the  twowaysT'he  was  asketl. 

"The  »amo  help  tluit  would  make  lf)Oi)  barrels  the  old 
way,  to  take  three  or  four  days,  I  would  make  in  tlio  new 
process  in  ono  day ;  the  old  way  takea  about  a  ton  of  coal 
more  and  gets  lc«6  oil,  and  the  oil  U  not  near  eo  good/' 

No  conlradiction  was  offered  by  the  defendants  of  any  of 
thceo  Btatcuionts.  TT  neon  trad  icted  evidence  showed  that  tlm 
new  process  was  cheaper  and  produced  better  oil  than  the  old 
procfssfs.  Stilbneii  from  the  Merman  and  Solar  relinerie^in 
which  Vail  Syckel  tried  his  new  proccfis  aftcrthocombiuation 
rufueuU  \o  build  for  him.  tebtifled  to  the  practical  success  of 
his  method.  "  We  must  hare  run  these  continoous  works  for 
two  months  wliiie  1  was  lliere"  (at  tho  Solar).' 

"We  kept  Van  Syckel'a  prtwess  running  right  nlong  con- 
tiuuously  for  sixteen  days"  (at  the  Herman  relincry).* 

"Wo  did  not  have  to  clean  out  the  patent  litillH.  while  by 
the  old  process  they  would  Iiavo  to  be  cleaned  out  about  every 
day  or  thirty-six  hours." ' 


'  Siipmnc  Omiri  ot  Ncir  Voik :  Samuel  Van  Sjcltel  rt.  Acme  Oil  Cunipkur- 
TrlNl  Rl  BulTtlo.  X(«  York,  Hajr  14. 19»S. 
■  Imtiatmj,  utn*. 


'TestioKinv,  «ani«. 
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A  number  of  residents  of  Titiieville,  dealers  in  oil  and  oon- 
Miners,  teatiiieii  to  the  fiiijreriority  of  tlie  iUumiiiant  Van 
Sjckcl  prodncciJ.  It  burned  niin-li  better  tlian  tlint  made  by 
tlio  monopoly,  several  said.  "Tlio  burning  qualities  was 
extraordinarily  goftd."  "  It  guvo  bottor  eaiisfafiioii  to  my 
customere."  "It  did  not  gum  Ilio  lauip-wicIcB,  and  did  not 
einell.'" 

TIiu  was  done  m  spite  o£  rusty  and  dioked-iip  pipes,  defeo- 
tiro  stillii  and  api*:initiia. 

On6  of  tho  OM-ncrfi  of  tlic  Solar,  who  waH  a  practical  rdiner 
and  the  overseer  o£  tho  work*,  twtiticd  tliat  be  hud  eecn  Van 
Sjekol's  continuous  process  nm  BucccssfiUty  both  in  Titusvillc 
and  Buffalo: 

*'Tlie  FCBult  was  much  beyond  my  orpeetatiou." 

"  JIow  long  did  you  run  tlie  works  !"* 

"1  think  about  two  weeks." 

"What  waa  the  cnuee  of  it  stopping?" 

"The  preaiUeiit  of  the  company,  also  the  treasurer,  had  liecn 
to  New  York  two  or  three  limes ;  after  the  second  or  third 
visit  liti  came  back  seemingly  dii^giisted  with  the  buninets; 
afraid  of  losing  hi&  money  if  he  continued  any  longer,  and 
unit." 

'*  Was  there  a  mortgage  upon  your  jiropcrty  1*' 

*'  VeB,  sir."  It  had  been  fore<:h)N:d,  he  said,  in  conclusion, 
by  ono  of  the  leading  members  of  the  oit  combination.* 

Tbo  only  tiling  Van  Syokel  can  do  to  carry  out  his  part 
of  the  contract  be  does.  IJo  dorelops  Itis  iux'eotion.  lie  is 
SQOoeesful  in  his  application  to  tlio  United  States  patcnt-offioe. 
Ho  made  liis  contract  with  the  coniliinalion  in  1876,  and  got 
four  patents  thereafter  in  1S77,  187S,  and  ISTD. 

"Well,"  it  was  said  in  court,  "they  are  a  large  ooncern; 
they  would  make  money  out  of  this ;  1  elionld  think  they 
would  want  it  if  it  la  such  a  good  thing."  "Why,  my  dear 
man,  they  have  got  &  mono])o]y  of  tho  businesi),  anyway," 
Van  Syekcl  replied.    "They  don't  care  what  kind  of  oil  they 

'SiipKRie  Court  of  New  York  i  SnmiicI  V«a  Sjckd  p*.  Acniti  Oil  CoDnptnjr. 
TrM  •!  Buffalo,  New  York,  Majr  14,  UU.  >TMtimaiiT,  mhw. 
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kH  ;  bnt  thc^  bare  got  a  plant  that  Laj  e<xl  tbcm  milUons 
of  dollars  tliat  tiicj  liftvc  got  to  change,  and  all  tliat  £ort  oC 
thing,  if  they  tafco  my  patent.     That  is  the  situation." 

He  lived  on  the  ^1^  a  month  white  he  was  testing  and 
proTing  the  invention.  In  Jnly,  1880,  when  fonr  years  of  his 
life  had  bocn  thus  wasted,  the  allowance  vas  changed,  withoot 
notice  or  hi^  consent,  to  $75  a  inontlt.  Tiie  next  month  ho 
was  rcfuaMl  even  that  sam  "  anlces  I  signed  a  receipt  in  full  of 
all  demands,  and  I  walked  oat  without  iL" 

His  pipe  line  lias  become  a  part  of  the  net-work  of  pipe 
lines  of  which  the  oil  comhinatiou  boa«l«.  Hik  refinery  of 
1869,  one  of  the  Iar;gC8t  hnilt  in  vrcetem  PcntiKvlratiia  up  to 
that  time,  pasfic<l  into  ita  liuiidK.  Three  tiiue^  in  eucces«ion, 
after  it  rcfuws  to  build  for  him  as  it  agreed,  he  arranges  to 
pat  his  idea  of  oontinuoos  distillation  into  nso,  and  in  each  case 
tlio  rcdnory  in  which  be  sets  up  his  pipe?  and  stills  ig  bought 
up  hy  it  and  destroyed,  lie  is  liept  dangling  for  years  by  its 
policy  of  delay.  Then  his  independent  efforte  are  broken  np ; 
capitalists  are  made  afraid  of  him.  lie  can  get  no  means  for 
building  new  works.  "Ever  since  1  went  into  their  hands," 
ho  said  in  court,  "  I  have  been  just  as  1  am  how.  I  could  not 
make  oil ;  conid  not  bntid  a  rcllnery  ;  could  not  get  anybody 
help  me  to  do  it;  and  liei'u  ]  have  Btood  ttieee  last  tweh'Q 
years,  and  I  want  to  be  out.  Tliiit  is  just  where  they  want  t« 
keep  me.  so  I  cannot  make  any  oil.  U  b  the  wliute  profit  ol 
the  whole  of  it.  They  bold  luu  to  my  contract,  and  tliey  brcuk 
tbcim." 

When  tffolvo  years  bad  gone  by,  and  he  fonnd  that  they 
wotild  neither  build  for  bim  as  agreed  nor  let  any  one  eleo 
build  for  bim.  Van  Syckel  turned  to  the  law  and  sued  tbcm 
for  dutuugw.  On  the  trial  all  the  facts  as  we  havo  stated  wore 
adraiitcd — tli«  nbandonment  of  the  enterprise  in  consefjnence 
of  the  threats  tlut  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  ship  and  market 
his  oil ;  the  interviews  in  New  York  ;  tlio  contract ;  tlio  sale ; 
VanSyckel's  later  efforts  to  make  oil  in  other  retinerice;  his 
BDCO«flB  in  prodacing  better  and  cheaper  oil;  its  popularity; 
tlie  pnroliasQ  and  deetruction  of  the  wot^  using  the  new 
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method.  Not  a  word  of  cviJencc  n-as  adduced  in  disptviof. 
Tho  judge  nnd  the  jury  found  nil  tliesc  qiieeliuns  in  V;*!! 
Sjrckor«  favor. 

Tlie  defence  wa£  twofold.  It  watt  stdmltted  that  tho  two 
representatives  Vnn  Syck.el  had  dealt  witti  Imd  msde  Uio  con. 
tract,  as  be  described  it.  Tlie  members  of  the  combluaiion 
did  not  dcuy  tbat,  Uut,  tlioj  nrf^ued,  it  was  not  legally  bind- 
ing. '*  Wo  feiiiijjly  concede,"  said  these  great  men  to  the  Court, 
"that  they  made  a  contract,  bat  leaving  it  to  the  corporation 
itself  to  djjcidu  upon  it.  .  . .  There  cannot  bo  tlie  sligiitCitt  claitn 
that  tho  company  was  bound  by  u  contract  of  that  character.'* 
On  this  jioiiit  lliuy  were  defeated  iii  the  trial.  Their  second 
defence  was  tJiat  there  were  no  damages.  ''The  tranble  ie," 
they  said,  "  that  tticro  arc  no  dumagCB  liiigtaiiicd,  no  damages 
whatever  HiiBtuincd."  They  took  the  ground  that  his  possess- 
ing a  creative  mind  was  the  cnus«  of  Van  Syckcr^  ruin,  not 
their  betrayal  of  bim,  "  Mr.  Van  SycUcl,''  tboy  argncd  to  the 
Court,  Bynipatlietically,  ''is  lui  instance  of  what  it  means  to 
got  out  a  patent,  and  deal  in  patentjt — in  tiiiie  casee  out  of  ten. 
He  was  an  inventive  man.  IIo  lias  got  out  a  good  many 
patents.  Xo  qnestiou  they  were  meritorious  patents.  And 
what  ia  the  rcstiU  ?  Poverty,  a  broken  heart,  an  enfeebled 
intellect,  and  a  atru^lo  now  for  the  means  of  eubeietcnoo 
by  this  lawsuit.  So  that,  if  yonr  honor  please,  there  is  noth- 
ing  here  from  wlii«!i  we  can  determine  what  tho  .original 
vaino  of  this  jiatent  wan."  The  jury  and  the  judgo  decided 
against  them,  and  held  there  w.is  a  rontract,  legal  and  bind- 
ing. That  broQglit  them  face  to  face  with  the  queglion  of 
damage!),  and  here  tlio  rnling  of  tho  judge  saved  thcra,  aa 
the  decision  of  another  jndgo  saved  other  nicmhei-s  of  tlie 
combination  in  tho  criminal  case  in  the  same  city,  about  tho 
same  time.'  The  jud^  ordered  tho  jury  to  find  the  dam- 
ages at  six  cents,  and  the  jury — in  the  evohition  of  freedom, 
juries  appear  to  have  become  merely  clerks  of  the  Court 
— did  so.    "This  directioD  of  a  verdict,"  said  the  Court  to 
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■'/   WANT  TO  MAKE  OIL" 


Von  Sjrckol,  *' decides  every  otLer  question  of  tlie  case  in 
yonr  faror." 

Kix  ccntH  diimngcfl  for  breach  of  sncb  a  contract,  and  in  Bnf- 
fido  $250  fiiiu  fur  oonnpiracy  to  hlovr  up  a  rival  r«tinerj! 
Hero  are  Ji^iircB  witli  vrliidi  to  begin  a  jiidiciat  price-list  of 
IIki  coet  of  immunity  for  criince  and  wrongs. 

Lawyer  Moot,  Van  Syckel's  counsel,  deferentially  asked  t!ie 
Coiut  lo  sngjjwtl  wliere  was  tlie  defect  in  tlie  proof  of  damages. 
It  would  bo  "tlio  wildest  speculation  and  fiiieiwwork,'*  tlio 
Conrt  Bald,  for  tlie  jury  to  attempt  to  compute  tite  damage*. 

"Tlicii  tlio  Court  ia  unablo  to  enggcet  any  particular  defect 
in  llie  proof?" 

Tlio  Court  CTAdod  tlie  point  of  the  counsel,  and  rupcatcd  in 
gtiiieral  terms  tliat  tliere  was  no  testimony  upon  whicli  n  jury 
conU)  iiKiWss  dnmngcs. 

Tlioso  wliom  lie  was  suin^  did  not  disprove  tliat,  by  t]«*eat» 
of  making  ir:  impossible  for  liim  to  get  tninrtporlation,  they  bad 
drivun  Van  Syckel  to  abandon  liis  own  Imtiiiicss,  and  niako 
a  contract  with  tliem  by  which  they  woro  to  pay  him  $100,- 
)0  f»r  Iiis  now  proocw,  if  euccossful.  The  Court  hold  the 
sutract  binding.  Tlioy  bad  not  fiirriifibcd  the  money  and 
works  to  test  the  inventions  ns  tlicy  li»d  agreed  to  do;  but 
lie  had  nuverthelese  gone  on  and  completed  the  invention, 
so  that  patents  were  granted  for  it  by  the  gorcrnment.  Ilo 
liud  lc«tud  the  invention  in  other  works,  thcj  failing  him, 
and  had  provc<l  it  a  siiccfSB;  they  had  thereupon  purchased 
nnd  destroyed  tlieso  works;  ho  was  boggarcd,  and  nobody 
OI0D  nndor  these  oircumstances  could  l>e  indnctMl  10  vcntora  1 
motwy  on  his  in%'ention.  Upon  theso  facts,  judicially  asoei^  | 
l&inod,  tho  judge  refused  to  let  tlio  jury  compute  tlie  dam- 
•gu,  and  onlored  them  to  And  the  diuoagee  "uominal,"  as 
another  judgo  Mut«uced  their  aseociatee  in  BaSalo  to  '*  nom- 
inal "  punUhoienl. 

"  Tboro  ue  muiy  tiling*  known  tn  tlie  law,"  gaid  ParncU  to 
the  pra^dent  of  the  Special  Comraiesion  trying  the  Irish  mem- 
ben  of  rarliaiuent,  "which  are  strange  to  a  non-tegal  niind." 

This  pionoer,  inventor,  and  true  Captain  of  Industry,  real 
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creator  of  wealtU,  lias  erer  since  lutd  liis  neck  beiit  to  (lie 
preAiuro  of  liauda  too  lieavy  for  liitn.  While  all  over  the 
eni'th  homes  arc  brighter,  knowledge  is  more  easily  got,  utid 
civilisation  forwurdcd,  becauao  of  what  liia  liead  hae  thought 
and  his  liaiida  liav^a  done,  he  has  retired  to  what  is,  in  fact,  a 
life  of  punal  oxile.  He  h:is  hoeii  eiil  oil  from  the  darlings  of 
his  hrain.  LilvO  the  pulitieal  pri^ucrs  of  Siberia,  he  can  ent 
and  sleep  and  dretu,  but  ho  eanriol  go  into  the  world.  His 
lind  is  at  work  thert',  iti  everv  factory  and  pipe  line  and 
lamp;  bnt  ho  intiHt  Kit,  unkiiuwii  mid  uurcwurded,  in  liis  pino 
cotltige  on  unpavdd  Maurice  Street,  ploughed  up  in  the  prai- 
lies  on  the  outskirts  of  Unffalo.  Dearer  than  money  to  him, 
f  IS  to  all  such  creative  minds,  would  be  the  privilege  of  feed- 
ing the  appealing  aetiviries  of  his  brain  with  worh.  But  lie  is 
:  banished  from  work.  He  has  been  get  down  outside  the  frou- 
ller  of  industry,  and  commanded  never  to  return.  No  uue 
dares  buy  or  sell  of  him,  nor  adventure  labor  or  money  with 
him.  He  is  an  outcast.  This  is  his  greatest  grief.  The  day 
1  visited  him  ho  came  into  the  fitting- room  from  the  patch  of 
garden  behind  the  liontie.  "I  keep  busy,"  he  en  id,  "to  keep 
my  mind  off  —  anything  to  keep  busy,  if  it  is  only  pidling 
weeds.''  lie  is  glad  to  see  visitor.  "I  have  been  knocked 
out,"  iie  said,  ''s«  that  nobody  now  comes  to  see  me.''  His 
clear  gray.bhio  eyes,  t-ill.  strong  frame,  firm  month,  large 
fcattiree  and  limbs,  eager  face,  Ht  the  facts  of  his  career.  lie 
»  one  of  the  typo  of  country-bred,  hard-working  American 
manhood  of  the  laat  genoiMtion.  There  are  no  visionary  lines 
m  hii!  face,  m  iu  hid  life  there  have  been  no  impraelies  hi  lilies, 
EcepC  hi«  too  great  tniglfiilntiss.  Oainhling  oil  exchanges, 
■ild  oiUund  speciilulions,  inside  *'  dciila  "  with  railroad  freight 
agents,  have  nevercaught  him.  Uchaa  been  a  money-maker — 
not  a  money-taker.  Tu-day,  at  eighty,  the  ouly  thing  he  asks 
1*8  that  lie  may  have  the  elianco  to  work  out  his  ideas.  Ho 
talks  patiently  and  eoiirteouRly,  with  perfect  intelligence  and 
memory,  bat  every  once  in  a  while  breaks  in  with  an  outburst 
what  is  evidently  an  unceasing  refrain  within — "  I  want  to 
oil." 
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The (llmtntitive  room  we  arc  in  \t.  Ktark  in  lU  simplicity  and 
poverty.  A  parngrapli  in  tlic  morning  paper  on  the  labia  tells 
of  "a  massive  oakoii  aisc,  similar  to  a  bookcaae,"  wliJcli  one 
of  tlio  cliief  reapers  where  Van  Svckol  li.i£  sowed  i«  having 
pnt  into  his  stable  in  Now  Y'^ork.  "  It  has  doors  of  polished 
oak,  with  brass  hiii)[e8,  and  heavy  plate-glass.  The  ineido  will 
bo  lined  with  purple  plusli,  and,  when  completed,  tlio  bits 
which  eliine  in  the  mouths  of  his  trotters  and  eoaoli-lioi-HeH 
will  bo  arningud  inside  of  this  miignifiecnt  case  in  rows,  i-eady 
for  use,  ae  well  a«  an  appropriate  ornament  for  the  stable." 

It  is  better  to  be  one  of  the  kiug''s  horses  than  one  of  the 
king'ct  men.  But  no  wordii  »f  envy  pass  his  lips.  He  docs 
not  seem  to  repress  them.  lie  simply  appears  never  to  fool 
them.  It  ehnneod  that  as  I  left  hitn,  standing  on  tlie  upper- 
most of  the  three  wooden  steps  of  his  cottage,  bleakness  all 
about,  "plain  living"  within,  plain  crmngh  to  satisfy  the 
hardest  climber  for  "high  thinking,"  it  chanced  that  his  last 
words  to  me  were — "  I  want  to  make  oil,"  with  an  appeal  to 
Edok  for  him  the  opportunity  so  long  denied.  Thcee  words. 
plain  and  homely  as  thoy  must  eoem  to  tiioso  wlio  feed  their 
appolitc  for  the  subljinu  and  heroic  with  the  highly  vai-niiiliod 
sayings  of  the  battle-field  and  ilhistrions  death-beds,  will  never 
ceaao  to  ring  in  my  ears  with  a,  tone  of  greatness.' 

>  Samuel  Van  Sjckcl  dicO  m  UufTitlv,  Uaruli  3, 1894,  agu<i  68. 
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Stiui:  day,  perbup»,  when  nioro  of  oar  stoiy-reaOcrs  hivo 
leuiicd  that  there  aro  tilings  in  tie  world  quite  as  important 
M  tliu  frets,  fultic»,  nnd  loves  of  boys  and  girls  lialf-grown, 
more  of  our  story-tellere  wit!  hold  tliuir  magic  mirror  up  to 
the  full-pulsed  life  urjth  which  manltind  throbs  tbrongb  the 
la!)oring  years  that  ntnetdi  along  after  the  short  fever  of  mat- 
ing is  OTcr.  Jicorge  Kice,  coining  from  the  Green  Monntaifis 
of  VerinoDt,  entered  the  oil  business  twenty-nine  years  ago, 
ivhcn  he  and  it  were  young,  lie  vaa  one  of  tlic  first  cotnore. 
Beginning  as  a  producer  in  the  Pitbole  region,  in  tlic  daya  of 
iti  evanescent  ^lory,  in  18(i5,  he  prospered.  Esenping  the  ruin 
whicli  overtook  those  who  stayed  too  long  iu  that  loo  »juick 
sand,  he  was  one  of  the  iirst  to  develop  the  now  ticld  at 
Uaeluhurg,  Ohio,  nnd  to  6ec  the  advuutagea  of  Marietta,  on 
tbe  Ohio  River,  as  a  point  for  refining.  Crude  oil  conld  eaftily 
be  brought  from  Ohio  and  I'cnnsylvoJiitt  by  baipJ  down  the 
'Ohio  River.  The  field  he  entered  was  unoccupied.  lie  <lrove 
I  no  one  out,  but  built  a  new  industry  in  a  new  place.  In  lS7d 
bo  had  rUen  to  the  dignity  of  manufiicttircr,  and  hud  h  re- 
lifxrry  of  a  capacity  of  500  barrels  a  week,  and  later  of  ilOOO 
borreU.  Owning  well»,  he  produced,  himself,  a  part  of  the 
erade  which  he  reSned.  ills  position  gave  bim  nccc^  to  all 
tlio  markets  by  river  and  rail.  Everything  promiaed  him  fort- 
une. Ills  family  took  hold  with  liini  in  the  work  of  breid- 
irinuing.  "The  executive  p:iit  of  the  hnsincss  is  done  alto- 
gether by  my  family,"  he  says.  ''Olio  daughter  kce|«  tlio 
booka,  another  daughter  does  nino-tentlia  of  the  corirspond- 
eofsc,  nod  my  8oii-in-law  is  the  general  mauager.'" '     One  of 

■TrimU,  Congrou,  1880,  |i.  t',Z. 
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lliG  dangiitcra  wag  n  witness  in  ono  of  her  fmlicr's  cases  I>cfope 
tile  Intci'statc  Commerce  Coiniiii&fiion.  '"She  discussed  witli 
counsel,"  said  the  New  York  Wodd,  "the  knotty  points  in- 
volving tank-car  rates,  mileage,  rebates,  and  tlic  long  and  short 
haul  a«  familiarly  as  any  general  frciglit  ngcut  present." 

Several  otlicr  reHncra,  seeing  the  advantages  of  Muriclta. 
bad  settled  there.  They  who  elected  themselves  to  be  trustee* 
of  the  liglit  of  tii0  worlii,  tlnu  having  the  afJi-antngcs  of  tlio 
place  pointed  oat  to  them  by  pinctical  men,  detenninod  that 
Marietta  must  l)0  theirs.  They  honglit  np  some  of  the  refiners. 
Then  they  stopped  buying.  Their  representative  there,  after* 
wards  a  member  of  the  trust.,  "  told  me  dlstini^tty  that  he  had 
bonglit  certain  roiinorics  in  Marietta,  but  that  lio  wonid  not 
buy  any  more.  .  .  .  JIo  had  aivothor  way,"  ho  said,  "of  getting 
rid  of  them." '  Of  those  '•  other  ways"  tlio  induixmdents  were 
now  to  have  a  full  exposition.  In  Jaiuiary,  1S79,  freight  nite« 
On  oil  were  snddenly  and  without  pravions  iioLioe  raised  by 
the  miliYuulii  holding  out  of  Marietta,  and  by  their  connections. 
Some  of  the  ratcH  were  doubled.  The  inereatto  was  only  on 
oil.  It  was — in  Ohio — oidy  on  oil  shipped  from  Marietta;  it 
wae  c.'Mctcd  only  from  the  fciv  Tcfinei-s  who  had  not  been 
bonght,  because  tlicro  were  "otlior  ways  of  getting  rid  of 
them.^  • 

This  freight -tariff  attack  on  tlic  independent  refiners  was 
arranged  by  their  powerful  rival  iind  the  railro:id  managers  at 
a  eccret  conference,  as  the  latter  admitted. 

"  Did  you  have  any  consnltation  or  ini-ito  coneultation  witli 
«ther  mannf.tcturors  of  oil  at  Harictta  {'* 

"  No,  Kir."  • 

When  llie  rcprcsontatives  of  tlio  ootubinatiou  in  this  market 
were  taxed  by  a  dcider  with  getting  the  benefit  of  this  ma- 
nipulation of  freight,  "  they  langlicd."  All  the  railroads  took 
part  in  the  enrpritse.  Curiously  enough,  the  minds  of  the 
managers  of  a  dozen  roads  acted  Bimiiltaneouely  and  identi- 

■  ItnilroMl  Ffclgku,  Olilo  Home  of  Bqimeniaiircs,  18T«,  p.  28. 
■TrrtimanT,  Baffl«,  p|v.  S,  K\.\2.  \iA,  141,  IBS,  IM,  17ft 
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cslly,  over  tlioiieands  of  miles  of  conntry— some,  aa  tlioy  ad- 
mitted, witU  Biijrgestion,  and  some,  as  they  testified,  without 
Bnggestton — iijmti  eo  \iret:\)Hi  u  detail  of  tlieir  biisin(»s  an  tlie 

,  luten  oil  oil  »t  uiiti  liltlo  poiiit.    "I  did  it  at  my  own  iiiKta.tioe," 

lUid  tlie  frei^IiC  ag«at  of  tim  Baltimore  and  Olito.  Freight 
officials  of  railwuyt  a^  far  apart  cast,  west,  und  AOiith,  und  in 
interest,  as  tliu  Bultiinore  aad  Ohio,  uiid  the  Punns,Ylviuiiit,  and 

>  tbe  Lake  Shoix-,  which  had  no  direct  coimection  with  Atiu-ictta, 
and  reached  ic  only  over  other  lines.  etop]>ed  their  'Mcai-s"  to 
play  their  part  in  the  move  by  raising  the  rate  on  oil  only, 
and,  mo»t  remarkahle  of  all,  to  a  %i(re  at  which  neither  they, 
nor  the  railroad  connecting  them  with  Marietta,  nor  (ami  this 
was  the  game  they  were  gunning  for)  tlie  independent  relinera 
could  do  any  buninoee.  I'Vom  other  points  than  Marietta,  aa 
Cleveland,  I'aikui-shurjj,  Pittsburg,  and  "Wheeling,  where  the 
combination  had  retincrice,  but  tUo  Marietta  iiidopeiidunt^  liad 
UOD6,  tite  railroiidg  left  tho  former  rates  unchanged.' 

Ricu  vras  "got  rid  of"  at  Columbus  just  as  effectiiHlly  as  if 
RuBkin'n" Money-bag  Ilaron,"  eiiccessor  of  "  the  Crag  liai-on," 
atood  aeroea  the  road  with  a  blnnderbtiBS.    IlieanccesBfnl  riral 

iliad  but  to  h;t  itts  Marietta  refinerioi^  lie  idle,  and  transfer  to 
ita  refineries  ut  TiVliceliog  ila  Marietta  businees— and  Hico'a 
too.  By  tho  pooling  of  tho  earninga  and  of  the  control  of  alt 
its  Tefincrica — the  efi^cntial  features  of  the  combination — ita 
bosinese  could  be  trjmttferred  from  one  point  to  iuiotlier  with- 
out loM.  One  locality  or  another  could  be  Bubjected  to  nnin- 
ous  conditions  fur  tho  e.\tcnuination  uf  tronipctitors,  anil  tlio 
combination,  no  matter  huw  largo  itii  works  tiiuro,  wuuh)  pros- 
per without  check.  It  gct«  the  saino  profit  as  before,  bnt  tllO 
competitor  by  it$  aide  ia  mined.  All  its  reliiicrios  along  a 
given  niilroad  can  bo  cloBed  by  high  nitef  made  to  "  ovcreomo 
com  petition,"  bat  proiitg  do  not  ceaM.  Their  bu^inesa  is  done 
eWwIiero  by  it><;  other  refineries.  Rnd  all  the  profits  go  into  a 
pool  for  the  coiinnon  bcneiit. 

Fi-oni  Kicu's  point  of  view,  Mai'ictta  was  the  etorm-centi'e ; 


'  Bollraod  FrciKlitH,  Otiio  Hoiuo  of  Roprescuiailt'ea,  1879,  pp.  li,  M,  1?3. 


SOS 


sT3trxTatrnc.iL  co-opeiutiox 


but  tho  ovidonco  before  tlic  Ohio  T^gislative  Invostigntion  of 
1879,  before  tlie  Lcfjpslative  Committee  of  New  York  of  1879, 
before  Master  in  Cliaticerj  Sweitzer  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
the  snit  against  tbe  Lake  Sliore  liailroad,  elion-cd  that  tlie  low 
barometer  tLere  was  pjirt  of  a  disturbanoj  covering  a  wide 
area.  The  detnonstnition  against  the  independent  refiners  of 
MArictta  was  only  part  of  a  wider  web- spinning,  in  which 
thoee  at  sli  points — New  York,  Boston,  Pliilndolphin,  Pitts- 
burg, Oil  City,  Titusville,  Iliiffalo,  Ilochesler,'  and  Cleveland — 
were  to  be  forced  to  "  come  in  "  as  dependents,  or  sell  ont,  as 
most  of  tliein  did. 

That  rates  were  m>t  raieed  from  points  controlled  by  tJie 
combination  is  only  part  of  tlio  tnith.  At  eiicli  places  rates 
wero  lowered.  Tliis,  like  the  incrc.iec  of  rates,  wae  done  at  a 
Beerct  conference  with  the  oil  combination  and  iit  ite  instance.* 
Where  it  lud  refineries  the  rates  were  to  be  low;  the  high 
rates  were  for  points  where  it  had  competitors  to  be  got  rid 
of  willioiit  the  expense  of  buying  them  up.  The  indepen- 
dents knew  nothing  of  the  increase  of  freights  prepared  for 
tlicm  by  tlic  railroad  managers  nnd  their  gi'cat  competitor  nn- 
til  after,  eome  time  after,  it  bad  gone  into  ctTect. 

The  railroad  company  gave  notice  to  their  rii-als  what  tho 
rates  were  to  be,  but  withheld  thai  infonnation  from  them.* 
That  was  not  all.  Before  the  new  rates  wen;  given  all  the  old 
rates  were  cancelled.  "For  a  few  days,"  said  an  independent, 
"we  could  not  obtain  any  rates  ut  nil.  We  hid  ordsrs  from 
oar  cnstonicrs,  but  could  not  obtain  any  rates  of  freight." 

Ae  to  many  places,  the  withholding  of  rates  contintied. 
"Thoro'a  many  places  we  ean*t  obtain  any  rates  to.  They  jnst 
say  we  slia'ii't  ship  to  these  other  place*  at  any  priee." ' 

When  the  Ohio  Legislature  nnderlook  to  investigate,  It 
fonnd  that  the  railroad  men  professed  a  higher  allegiance  to 
their  corporations  than  t«  ttie  State.    They  rcfoeed  to  answer 


'S«teK  silii. 

*  RallfMil  Freights,  Oliio  Hvtue  of  ScptcomutiTca,  1ST9.  p.  IS9. 

•Tnww.  Cmi^tms,  IS 58.  p.  B78. 
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tbc  questions  of  tlic  ootntnittcc,  or  evaded  thtiin.  "  I  am 
vorking-  under  orden  from  the  gCQcrul  freight  agent,''  said 
one  of  theni,"»nd  I  don't  feci  aiitborircd  to  aoswcr  that." 
The  argamcnts  of  the  eonimitteo  that  ilio  orders  of  an  em- 
ployer CDti)d  not  8nper«ede  the  duty  of  a  citizen  to  hie  govoni- 
ment,  or  the  obligations  of  his  oath  m  a  witness,  were  wasted. 
'*  I  'will  toll  }'oti  juet  how  I  feel,"  said  the  witness  to  these 
representatives  of  ati  inferior  power.  "  I  am  connected  with 
tlio  railroad  company,  and  get  my  instructions  from  the  gen- 
oral  agent,  and  I  am  very  careful  about  telling  anybody  clee 
anything."  Tbo  Legislature  aooepted  tlte  rank  of  "anybody 
ebd"  to  (vLich  it  was  assigned,  and  did  not  compel  the  witness 
'  to  answer. 

To  a  question  about  the  increase  in  freight:  **  I  object," 
Batd  another  railroad  officer,  "to  going  into  details  about  my 
owD  private  business." ' 

One  peculiar  thing  about  the  action  of  tho  railroads  -nras 
llial  it  «a8  an  itijnry  to  them&clvos.  The  Balttmopc  and  OliiOj 
for  instance,  by  raising  its  rate,  cnt  off  its  oil  business  with 
Marietta  entirely.  "  What  advantage  is  it,  then  P'  the  freight 
agent  of  the  rond  over  which  the  Ileltimore  and  Ohio  reached 
Uarietta  was  nekeil. 

•'  There  is  no  advantage.  .  .  .  We  had  revenue  before  this 
inoreftse  in  ratus,  luid  none  eiiioe." 

"What  would  be  the  iiidueenient  for  her  (!be  IJaltimore 
aod  Ohio)  to  do  it,  thoii  T 

"That  is  a  matter  I  am  not  competent  to  answer."' 

The  railroad  men  tcstiUed  piwitivfly  that  the  increaee  af- 
fected all  alike  at  Marietta.  It  was  euppo6cd  even  by  those 
vbo  thotiglit  tilcy  saw  to  the  bottom  of  the  mana'iivre  that  the 
combination  would  clo»i  it»  Muriettu  wurkii  temporurily,  in 
order  to  seem  to  be  eqnally  atTected  with  alt  tbo  rest.  Ic 
ooilld  do  thiR  with  no  loiis  whatever,  t^iiice,  as  explained,  no 
raise  in  ralct*  hud  been  made  from  Wheeling,  Puikui-sbiirg, 
Pitteburg,  Cleveland,  where  it  was  practically  alone,  and  it 

<  Railtcwl  PreigUu,  Ohio  Uuueo  ut  Rei>r«SffDtativG«,  1879,  l>p.  A9,  91,  Sft. 
*Simo,  pp.  lav,  1S3. 
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could  reacli  all  its  customers  from  thoao  placM  as  well  as  from 
MarietliL  But  tlie  cumbi tuition  Icnpt  on  tilling  ordei'S  from 
its  rtsfiiioricis  at  Marietta  at  die  old  freiglit  rntci^  while  liy  its 
side  the  iiicii  it  was  liiititing  down  Hat  idle  hiTcaiifK;  tlie  di&- 
criininating  nitcti  uf  freight  mnde  it  impossitilo  for  them  to 
lieo  the  highwam  It  was  so  cJirulcBS  of  appcarancce  that  oil 
ordered  of  its  works  at  Parborsburg  would  I>o  sent  from  the 
Mnricttn,  brancli,'  and  at  t!io  old  rate  of  40  cents,  while  the 
other  rcfincri(.«  could  not  sliip  bocaneo  tho  rato  to  them  was 
G5  cent«;  tlie  increase  at  Marietta  was  not  enforeod  a<*ain6t  it, 
biit  only  ngiiinst  the  three  independents — just  as  planned  in 
tho  South  Iniprovement  echeme. 

The  move  was  far-reaching — ae  far  as  Chicago,  the  rate  to 
which  was  made  $1.20  a  barrel,  instead  of  90  cents  a  barreJ. 

"Tlion  thoy  cut  you  off  from  the  Western  trade  as  well  as 
tliisSutcr 

"  Y(w,  sir;  almost  entirely.  ...  I  was  selling  in  Chicago, 
and  it  cut  trade  eiiliivly  off."' 

"  Before  the  rates  were  changed  did  you  ran  to  your  full 
capacity  r' 

"  Yce,  sir;  about  that,"* 

At  one  fiti-okc  the  iiidcpondonts  lost  tho  businoBs  which  it 
had  cost  them  years  of  work  to  ^-t.  As  the  testimony  of  wit- 
ness after  witnci<«  sliowed,  tlie  merchants  who  had  been  their 
customers  in  (.'liicngo,  Columbus,  and  other  places,  now  Lnd  to 
aend  their  orders  to  those  for  whoso  benefit  tlie  railroad  men 
bad  raised  the  rates.  This  sweeping  change  was  not  due  to 
any  change  in  their  desire  to  sell,  or  of  their  old  caatomci-a  to 
bny.  They  eould  still  wake  oil  which  was  still  waiucd.  But 
tliey  were  the  victims  of  a  oompctitor  who  had  Icitrned  the 
secret  of  a  more  roj|-al  road  to  hmiine&s  KUpremacy  than  mak- 
ing a  better  thing,  or  selling  it  at  a  better  price.  Their  Iwltcr 
vr$iyyFM  not  to  excel  but  to  exclude.  When  their  "eeoi-clary" 
vas  called  before  the  Ohio  Legislature,  after  this  freight  aca- 
btiBCade  Lad  transferred  the  bnlk  of  the  business  of  the  ind«- 

•  Rittrood  FreigliM,  Obto  Hoiub  oT  B(|inHatKi*ei,  1S71I,  p.  169. 
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pendcDt  rclIncriuK  at  Hariettn  to  liim  and  3ili;  ^lesociatee,  be 
declared  tliab  tlio  tiolo  cauBC  of  tlioir  sncccsB  was  tlie  "largo 
nitfcliai)ical  contrivances '*  of  the  couihinatioii,  iu  ''economy," 
•nd  its  production  of  tho  "  very  best  oil."  "  With  an  a^r^a- 
ttoo  of  capital,  and  n  business  experience,  and  a  liold  upon  tlie 
channels  of  trade  sncli  qb  ve  liavc,  it  ie  idle  to  ¥,ay  that  the 
snull  inanuf»ctiirer  can  compete  with  u»;  and  although  that 
u  an  offcneive  term, '  gtjueeRing  ont,'  yet  it  baa  never  been 
done  by  the  conjunction  of  any  railroads  ■with  lis."' 

The  omall  manufacturer  did  compote  and  Jlourldh  until 
these  railroad  men  literally  switched  liim  out  of  the  market. 
He  competed  and  got  his  ^hnre  of  the  bu-tines?,  until  the  men 
who  wanted  monopoly,  liiidin^  that  tliey  h.id  no  monopoly  of 
quality  or  price  or  business  ability,  resorted  to  tlio  "  large 
tneclianical  eoiitrivaiico"  of  itulucing  the  managers  of  the 
railroadA  to  derail  Lho  indepoiidciit,  throwing  liim  off  the 
track  by  piling  impaiieablc  freight  turills  in  hie  way.  The 
saccefififiil  men  ecciired  their  suprcmncy  by  preventing  their 
oompetiioi's  from  entcrtug  the  market  at  all.  Inetcad  of  win- 
ning by  "better"  and  "cheaper,"  they  won  by  preventing 
an;  competitor  from  coming  forward  to  test  the  qiieetione  of 
"better"  and  "cheaper."  Their  method  of  demonstrating 
superiority  has  been  to  prevent  comparleons. 

All  the  independent  refiners  at  Marietta,  except  Kicc,  died. 
'*l([oat  of  those  wo  received  from  have  gone  out  of  tlic  busi- 
ne«,"  a  Cincinnati  dealer  told  the  Legislature.  Some  liad 
fled:  Rome  had  sold  ont.'/llicu  Ret  himi>etf  to  do  two  things: 
the  first,  to  drag  into  the  light  of  day  ami  the  public  vitjw  the 
secrets  of  these  "  batter  methods  "  ;  and  the  second,  to  get  now 
bneincffi  in  the  place  of  what  he  had  lofit^-'llo  succeeded  in 
both.  It  was  in  January  tliat'he  had  notico  served  upon  him 
Uiathe  could  no  longer  go  to  market,  in  two  moittlis  ho  had 
the  Ohio  Legislature  at  work  inveetignting  this  extraordinary 
admiDistralioii  of  the  highways.  This  was  a  groat  public  ser- 
rioe.    It  did  not  yield  the  fruit  of  immedtato  reform,  but  it 

■lUUruuI  Preiglica,  Obluflouic  ut  RcpicMiiUillTM,  1870,  p.  200. 
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did  work  wliipli  19  tlio  indispensable  jucliimuary.  It  roiwod 
tiio  pcQplo  who  were  still  asleep  on  thes«  new  it^^ucs,  and  were 
dtvaming  pleasant  dreams  that  in  George  III,  llie_v  liad  es- 
caped from  ali  t^Tants  forever,  and  that  in  the  emancipation 
of  the  blacks  tliey  had  freed  all  sln%'es  forever. 

Rice  know  that  the  Legislatiiro  wure  planting  ti-ees  for  pos- 
terity, and  did  not  wait  for  help  from  theiu.  lie  set  Bl>OQt 
loolciag  lip  luarkcts  where  the  pnblic  were  free  to  chooac  and 
buy.  He  cowid  not  go  Weat  or  KiBt  or  North.  He  went 
South.  Tiie  little  family  k«-<pt  tim  reiincry  at  Mnrielta  mii- 
ning,  and  the  father  travelled  ubont  eiita)>liAhing  new  agen- 
cies in  the  South,  and  ettidying  freiglit  laniTs,  railroad  routes, 
and  terminal  facilitiee  for  loading  and  unloading  and  t<tortng. 
In  1880,  through  all  the  iftortu  and  stn^ts  of  these  days,  lie 
was  able  to  doublo  the  capacity  of  his  rctiiicry.  Again  he 
fiuoceedod  in  building  up  a  livelihood,  and  again  hiii  fiuccesB 
was  treated  as  trespstss  and  invasion.  Ilifi  bitter  experience 
in  Ohio  in  1S79  proved  to  ho  but  au  apiMKHliwBhip  for  a 
fititi  sterner  struggle.  Rico  was  getting  moat  v!  lii»  crude  oil 
from  Pennsylvania,  thruii^li  a  little  pipe  line  which  broiiglit 
it  to  tliu  Allegluiny.  The  pipo  line  was  taken  up  by  t)ie 
oil  tnist.' 

Tliis«fiin polled  him  to  turn  to  tlieMaclrebTirg,  Ohio,  field  for 
mofit  of  his  petroleum,  lie  had  une  taok-car,  and  he  ran  this 
hack  and  forth  faster  than  ever.  Then  came  the  next  blow. 
The  railroad  over  whidi  lie  ran  hia  tank-car  doubled  liis  freight 
to  35  cents  a  barrel,  from  17^.  That  was  not  all,  Thu  same 
railroad  brought  oil  to  the  combination's  Marietta  rctincrics  at 
10  cents  a  barrel,  while  they  charged  him  35.  That  wna  not 
all.  The  railroad  paid  over  to  the  combination  25  cents  out 
of  evory  3!!>  cents  he  piid  for  freight.  If  he  liad  doue  all  the 
oil  busincu  at  Marietta,  and  his  rival  had  put  out  all  its  firca 
and  let  ita  works  et^ind  empty,  it  would  stilt  have  made  25 
cents  a  barrel  on  tbo  whole  output.  Rice  found  a  jaaC  judge 
vhea  he  took  this  tluog  into  court.     ''  Abhorrent,"  "danger- 
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008,'*  ** gross,"  "illegal  and  inoxcnsablo  abnso  bj  a  public 
traet,*'"an  unparalleled  wrong," are  the  terms  in  wliicb  Judge 
Baxter  gave  voice  to  liis  indignation  aa  lie  ordentd  tlic  re- 
moval of  the  receiver  of  the  railroad  who  had  made  tliia 
arraiigcraeDt  with  the  combination,  to  eriublo  it,  as  tlic  judge 
said,  *'  to  crash  Kice  and  Ids  huaioeM." ' 

In  nn  interview,  tilling  four  columns  of  the  New  York 
TTwW  of  March  a9,  l.H9n,  the  head  of  the  trust,  which  would 
receive  this  rebate  is  reported  to  have  made  this  attempt  to  re- 
verse the  facts  of  this  and  similar  occurrences:  "T!ie  railroad 
company  proposed  to  our  agent,"  ho  said.  liut  the  judge  who 
beard  all  tho  evidence  and  rendered  the  decision,  which  has 
never  been  txaveraed  or  impaired,  declared  that  it "  compelled  " 
the  railroad  to  make  tho  arrangement,  "under  a  threat  of 
building  a  pipe  line  for  tiio  conveyance  of  its  oilii  and  with- 
drawing it«  patronage."  This  arrangement  was  negotiated 
by  the  same  agent  of  the  oil  combination  who  engineered  the 
similar  "transfer"  schenic  by  which  the  trunk-line  rail- 
'ro«dB  gave  it,  in  I87S,  30  to  35  cents  a  barrel  out  of  the 
freight*  paid  by  M&  competitore  iu  Pennevlvania,  as  already 
told." 

"I  reluctantly  acquiesced,"  the  receiver  said,  writing  in 
^eonfidonoe  to  bis  lawyer,  anxtaiis  leet  so  aGi|nie£cing  he  had 
Mnade  bim&olf  legally  liable.  The  interview  describes  the  ar* 
ruigcmcnt  as  an  innocent  thing :  "  A  joint  agi-eeuient  for  the 
tnuispurtatioD  of  oil."  It  was  an  agreement  to  prevent  the 
traJiaportation  of  oil  by  anybody  else.  Judge  liaxter  shows 
that  it  was  a  joint  agreement,  procured  by  threats,  for  tho 
trajisportatiuii  of  "  ^S.*)  per  day,  clear  money,"  from  Kiee'a 
pocketB  into  the  pockets  of  the  uiuuihers  of  the  trust  for  no 
service  rendered,  and  without  his  knoivledge  or  consent,  and 
with  (he  traiisparciit  purpose  of  transporting  his  bnsinesa  to 
their  own  relincrii^.  Judge  Biixter  ciilled  it  "discrimination 
BO  wanton  and  op)>ressivc  it  could  liordly  have  been  accepted 
by  an  honest  man,  and  n  jndge  who  would  tolerate  eucb  a 
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WTon^  or  reliiin  a  receiver  cnpablo  of  perpetmfing  it.  ouglit  to 
bo  impcaclied  and  degraded  from  his  position.*' ' 

Tiiis  matter  was  also  paseed  upon  by  the  Select  Cotninittee 
of  the  United  States  Senate  on  Jnterstato  (-.'ominei-ce.  "No 
conirnont,"  the  eommittoo  say,  '*ia  needed  upon  this  most  im- 
pudent and  outrageous  proposition" — Ity  the  oil  company  to 
the  railroad.' 

"Arc  yon  going  to  deny  that  story?"  a  great  American 
etatctiunn  of  the  latter-day  type  was  asked  by  one  of  liis 
friends. 

"Not.  I,"  wng  the  reply.  "The  Btory's  ftil^e.  "When  yon 
find  mo  taking  the  trouble  to  deny  a  thlntj,  von  can  bet  it's 
tnie!" 

This  "ngrecment  for  the  transportation  of  nil"  had  Its  cal- 
culatcd  effect.  It  pat  a  stop  to  the  transpoitiition  of  oil  from 
the  Ohio  field  by  Uico  over  the  railroad,  just  as  the  destruc- 
tion by  the  same  hande  of  the  pipe  lino  to  tlio  Alleghany  had 
out  him  oft  innii  acuGBS  to  tho  Ponnsylvaiiia  oil-fielde.  He 
then  hiiilt  Ins  own  pii)e  line  to  the  Oiiio  tiold.  To  lay  this 
pipe  it  wan  ue(»;5sary  to  croM  the  pipe  line  uf  Lis  great  rival. 
Rice  had  the  pluck  to  do  thin  without  u«king  for  a  eonecnt 
which  would  never  have  been  given.  Hie  intrepidity  carried 
ite  point,  for,  as  ho  foresaw,  they  dared  net  cut  hia  pipe  for 
fear  of  reprisala. 

Ill  turiiinf*  to  tho  Soulli.  after  his  expulsion  from  tlie  Ohio 
and  Western  markets,  the  Marietta  independent  did  but  get 
out  of  one  hornet's  nest  to  sit  down  in  .inotlier.  Uis  op- 
ponent was  selling  its  oil  there  through  a  representative  who, 
us  he  ttftorwarda  told  Congress,  "was  very  fortunate  in  com- 
peting." lie  thought  it  vas  "cheaper  in  the  long-run  to 
make  tho  price  cheap  and  bo  done  with  it,  than  to  fritter  away 
tho  time  with  a  competitor  in  a  little  competition.     I  put  the 


'  Trafto,  Oongrtao,  IMS,  p,  bV9.  lUnlr  biiiI  anotlirr  v*.  C1vv«Ui)d  bdiI  Uitri- 
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price  down  to  the  bone."  '  Kiee,  in  the  South,  ran  into  tlio 
embrace  of  this  gentleman  who  had  the  "  exclusive  control "  of 
that  territory,  and  whose  method  of  calling  the  attention  of 
trespaseerB  to  his  right  was  to  cut  them  "to  the  bone."  The 
people  and  the  dealers  everywhere  in  the  Soutii  were  glad  to 
see  Kice.  He  fonnd  a  deep  discontent  among  conBunicra  aiid. 
merchants  alike.  They  perhaps  felt  more  clearly  than  they 
knew  that  basiness  feudalism  was  not  better,  but  worse,  because 
newer,  tlian  military  feudallEm.  This  representative  of  tlic  com- 
bination assnred  Congress  that  "9<.>.!f  of  all  the  first-class  mer- 
chants of  the  Sontli  were  in  close  sympatbetical  co-operation 
with  ns  in  oor  whole  history" — tliat  is,  out  of  every  hundred 
"first-clasa  merchants"  only  onc-tcnth  of  one  merchant  was 
not  with  them.     This  is  a  picturesque  percentage. 

Rice's  welcome  among  the  people  would  not  verify  his  op- 
ponent's estimate  that  his  vassalage  included  all  but  ono-tcntli 
of  one  dealer  inevcrj' hundred.  From  all  parts  carne  word 
of  the  anxiety  of  the  merchants  to  escape  froiri  the  power 
that  held  them  fast.  From  Texas  :  "Must  of  our  people  ai-o 
anxioas  to  get  clear."  From  Arkaiigas  :  "  Tiie  inerchantH  hero 
wodM  like  to  buy  from  some  otlier."  From  Tennesseo  :  "(^ati 
we  make  any  permanent  arranf^ement  with  yoii  by  whicli  we 
can  baffle  sncb  monopoly  ;"  From  Kentucky  :  "  I  di»<lil«i  to 
submit  to  the  nnreasonablc  and  arbitrary  commatMJK."  From 
Mississippi:  *'It  has  gouged  the  people  to  kucIi  an  extent  llint 
we  wish  to  break  it  down  and  introfJucc  mm<i  other  oilh." 
From  Georgia,  from  different  dealers:  "They  have  the  oii- 
dealers  in  this  State  so  completely  coo]»i;d  in  that  ihi-y  eaniiot 
move."  "We  are  afraid."*  As  Itiw;  went  about  tin;  Houth 
selling  oil  the  agents  of  the  cutter  "  to  tlic  bon«"  would  Col- 
low,  and  by  threats,  like  th'jH;  revealed  in  tiie  (;orn:hjjond<;n(:« 
described  below,  would  f-oer'^  X)i':  dealerti  to  n,-j»udi:ilo  their 
parcbases.  Telegrams  would  jxjiir  into  the  di>j';oiirag(;d  ottlwj 
at  Marietta:  '-Don't  tliipoil  ordered  from  your  a^fcnt."  "  Wo 
hereby  oonntermand  orders  given  your  agent  yesterday,"   One 

u 
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tologram  would  often  bo  eij^cd  by  ull  the  denleis  in  a  tonn, 
tI)oi)(;li  coiii|M>titors,  sotnetiiitcs  nearly  u  dozen  of  tlicm,  6how- 
ing  tliut  (liL>y  were  tiuited  by  iwiue  oiitetde  iuHiience  they  hnd 
to  obey.' 

Wliorc  the  dealers  were  found  loo  independent  to  aceept 
dictation,  htlligerent  and  tactical  cuts  in  price  wore  pro. 
claimed,  not  to  make  oil  cheap,  hut  to  prevent  it£  bccomir>g 
permanently  chcai>cr  tlirongh  free  competition  and  an  opou 
market.  Rice  submittetl  to  Congress  lettcre  covering  piigct  of 
the  Triifll  Report,*  showing  how  he  had  been  trucked  throngh 
Tennessee,  MiMonri,  Nebraska,  Georgin,  Kanwie.  Kcntiick_v, 
loivA,  MiuiKKippi,  I^u is iann,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Alabainn.  The 
railroads  had  liecn  got  to  pido-traek  and  delay  his  cars,  and  the 
dealers  terrorized  into  rcfnfiing  to  buy  his  oils,  altljough  they 
wore  cheaper.  If  the  merchants  in  any  place  peraisted  in 
bnying  his  oil  thoj  were  undersold  until  they  surrendered. 
Wlien  Rico  was  drii'pn  out  priws  were  put  haclc.  So  close 
was  the  watch  kept  of  rhe  battle  by  the  genends  of  *'co-o|>era- 
tlon"  that  when  one  of  \m  agenlti  got  out  of  uil  for  a  day  or 
two,  prices  would  bo  run  up  to  bleud  tlic  public  during  the 
temporary  opportunity.  "On  thu  etrcngtli  of  my  not  liaviiig 
&ny  oil  to-day,"  wrote  one  of  Kice's  dealci-s,  "I  am  told  tbey 
have  p<ippod  np  the  price  8^  cents."' 

Th(!  niilroad  ofUciais  did  their  best  to  malce  it  true  that 
**tlie  poor  ye  have  with  yon  always.**  By  mistake  some  oil 
meant  for  the  combination  was  delivered  to  Rico's  agent,  and 
he  discovered  that  it  was  paying  only  8S  cent*  a  barrel,  while 
he  was  charged  S'l-fiS,  a  difference  of  80  ocnts  a  barrel  for  a 
distance  of  sixty-eight  miles. 

"Could  you  stand  such  eonipotition  as  that?" 

'*Xo,  sir.  Before  that  I  wont  up  there  and  sold  to  every 
man  in  the  place  nearly.  They  were  glad  to  see  me  in  oppo- 
eltion.  ...  I  lost  them,  except  one  man  who  was  so  jiwju 
diced  that  he  woald  not  buy  from  them." 

"  Vour  business  had  been  on  tlic  inereaao  up  to  that  time  (" 


»  TniaU,  ConRTOW,  IMS,  p.  MS. 
*S*liir,  p.  T29. 
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"  Increasing  rapidlj.  ...  1  hanl  it  in  wagons  now  forty 
miles  soath  of  Manito." 

"  The  rates  against  yon  on  that  railroad  are  so  high  tliat  yoa 
can  for  a  distance  of  forty  miles  transport  your  oil  hy  wagon 
and  meet  the  competition  better  than  you  can  by  using  their 
own  road !" 

"Infinitely  better."' 

1  Trusts,  Congress,  1688,  pp.  416-20. 


CDAPTER  XVI 

"TTHN    ASfOTIIER  gOBKW  " 

A  epT  at  ono  end  of  tin  instltation  proves  that  tliere  is  a. 
tyrant  at  tlie  ot!i«r.  rModern  liborty  lias  put  an  end  to  tlio] 
nee  of  8pie«  in  ila  gosornment  only  to  see  it  reuppoar  in  its/ 
business.  ' 

Kicc  tlirouglioiit  tli«  South  was  pat  under  »  surveillance 
wliicli  could  liardly  have  been  done  better  bjr  Vidocij.  One 
of  the  employes  of  llic  oil  clique,  liaviug  diBcloot-d  befoi-o 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Cummis&ion  tliat  Ue  knew  to  a  barrel 
just  liow  much  Kico  ImU  iiliipped  down  the  river  to  ^fetnplu8, 
wad  luikud  where  he  got  the  infitnuiiLioii.  lie  gut  it  frutn  the 
agbiitti  who  "attend  to  our  business" 

"  Wliat  have  thoy  to  do  with  looking  after  Air.  Ulec'e  busi- 
nee8  i  ,  .  .  IIuw  du  your  agciitd  tell  tho  number  of  burrulft  ho 
shipped  in  April,  May,  and  June  V 

"  Siee  Jt  arrive  at  the  depot." 

**  How  often  do  your  af^ents  go  to  the  depot  to  make  tho 
examination  V 

"  They  visit  tlie  depot  once  a  day,  not  only  for  that  purpose, 
but  to  look  after  tlic  »liipiiicnt  of  j>nr  own  oil." 

**  Do  they  keep  a  record  of  Mr.  Kice^s  shipments  T* 

**They  ecnd  ua  word  wlieiicrer  thoy  find  that  Mr.  Kice  has 
shipped  a  cai*-load  of  oil." 

"  What  do  their  statements  eliow  with  respect  to  Mr.  Rico's 
ahipments  besides  that  i" 

"TheyKhow  the  number  of  barrels  received  at  any  jjoint 
ahippcd  by  Mr.  Rice,  or  by  anybody  else.*' 

"  How  often  are  these  statetneuts  sent  to  the  compaay  \" 

"Suit  in  monthly,  I  think." 


"It  is  from  a  similar  monthly  report  tlist  3-ou  get  the  stAtO' 
ment  thst  in  July,  August,  and  September,  Mr.  Kicti  shipped 
603  barrels  of  oil  to  Kaslivillc,  is  it  T 

'■  Yt-fi.  sir." 

"llaro  you  eimilar  agents  at  nil  points  of  destination  !" 

*'Ye6.»ir;" 

Tills  has  n  fnmilinr  look.  It  is  tlio  csplonnge  of  tlio  SoDtti 
Improveinont  Company  contract,  in  operntion  sixteen  years 
after  it  was  '*Uiried."  When  the  representative  of  the  oil 
combination  appears  in  public  with  tabulated  etatements  ex- 
iiibiltng  to  a.  barrel  the  bneinces  ilono  by  ite  competitors  for 
a&y  month  of  any  jcai*.  at  any  place,  he  tells  ua  too  plainly 
to  be  mistaken  that  iho  "partly -bora,"  completely  ''bnried" 
iniqnity,  sired  by  the  '* sympathetica!  co-o])©ration"  of  the 
tnutoes  and  their  railroad  associatcti  of  easy  virtue,  is  alive 
and  kicking — kicking  a  btxiach  in  the  very  fuimdatlons  of  the 
rcpablic. 

A  letter  ba«  found  the  light  which  was  Bcnt  by  the  Loiiis- 
vitle  nun  who  was  so  "fortonato  in  ccmipeting,"  immediately 
after  lie  licard  tliat  one  of  "his"  XaRhvillo  cimtomcrB  had 
received  a  ehipment  from  the  .Marietta  independent.  It  was 
addressed  to  the  general  freight  agent  of  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  Itulirond.  It  complained  that  tin's  shipuient,  of 
which  the  writer  knew  the  exact  date,  quantity,  destination, 
Riid  charge?,  "slipped  llirougli  on  t)ic  usual  fiflh-cluKS  rate." 
"  I'leaso  turn  another  screw."  the  model  merchant  concluded. 
What  it  meant  "to  turn  ariutliGr  screw"  booauie  quickly  mnni- 
fest.     Not  darinf;  to  give  the  frae  Gxplanation,  uoiie  of  the 

>ple  implicated  have  ever  been  altte  to  make  a  phutiiible 
iplanatiou  of  the  nietining  of  tliitt  letter.     Tlio  railroad  man 

whom  it  wjis  sent  interpreted  it  when  examint;d  by  Con- 
aa  meaning  that  ho  should  equalize  rates,    lint  Congren 

kcd  liica: 

"la  til©  commercial  phrase  for  equalizing  rates  among  rail- 
road p^^Iq  'turn  anotlier  kctow  '  i" 

'  T**immy,  Rtco  ««et,  IntertUM  Ccmini-roe  C«niiiibston,  No).  ai-AO,  IBaT, 
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Ho  had  to  reply,  helplefwlj-,  "J_^pjiKit  think  it  hV 

The  sent!er  before  tlie  sump,  commhuta  iiiterprotetl  it  as  a 
rcfjTieiit  ''to  tighten  nj)  llic  iimtliiTiery  of  their  loose  oiHce."  ' 
Rico  found  aut  wliiil  tliu  iutter  meant.  "My  rak-e  were  raised 
on  tli:it  roa<i  over  50  per  ocut.  in  five  davB." 

"Was  it  necessary  to  tnrn  on  more  tlun  one  ecrow  in  that 
direction  to  pnt  n  etop  to  yonr  biiBinessr' 

"One  was  sofficient."' 

The  rates  to  the  combination  remained  undianged.  For  five 
years — to  1386 — tlicy  di<i  not  vary  a  mill.  After  the  screw  had 
been  turned  on,  ho  who  enggetitcd  it  wrote  to  the  offending 
merchants  at  Naehvitic,  that  if  they  porslsted  in  bringing  in 
tliia  outside  oil  Jio  would  not  only  cat  down  the  price  of  oil, 
but  would  entor  into  competition  on  all  otber  artielw  sold  in 
tlioir  grocery.  lie  italicized  this  sentence:  ^'And  cerUiinly 
thia  compftition  wifi  not  If  limited  to  ooal-oil  or  any  one 
articf^,  and  wiU  not  he  limited  to  any  one  ysor."*  "  Vonr 
co-opcmtion  or  your  life,"  says  ho. 

"Have  you  not  frequently,  aa  a  shipper  of  oil,  taken  part  in 
the  competition  with  grocers  and  others  in  other  bii^incee  thftit 
oil,  in  order  to  force  tliom  to  buy  oil !" 

"Almost  invariably  I  did  that  nlw-iys."* 

''  The  cxpnnRc  and  infliicnco  nccceeary  for  (Sustaining  the 
market  in  this  manner  uro  nltogethcr  expended  l>y  ns,  and 
not  by  the  rcprcHcnt&tivcs  of  outildo  oil,"  ho  further  wrote- 
**  Influence,"  as  a  fact  of  supply  and  dcmnnd,  an  element  of 
priee-raaking,  is  not  mentioned  In  any  political  economy.  And 
yet  the  "inflnoneo"  by  which  certain  men  have  got  the  high- 
ways tiliut  to  other  shippers  has  made  a  mark  .as  plain  us  the 
mounlaius  of  the  moon  on  our  civilization.  "IE  we  allow 
anyone  tooperato  in  this  manner,"  he  continued,  "in  any  one 
of  our  localities,  it  simply  starta  oS  others.  And  whatever 
trouble  or  c^tpcnec  it  has  given  its  in  the  past  to  prevent  it  wo 
haro  fonnd  it  to  be,  and  still  believe  it  to  be,  the  only  jiolicy 
to  pursue." ' 


'  TnuU,  Cn^rau,  1888,  pp.  S24-M. 
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Tlioy  '*  nre  tlirca.tcning,"  liis  NaKliville  agent,  after  tlie screw 
wa£  turned,  wrote  KIce,  ''to  niiii  us  in  our  busirivM." ' 

Tlic  head  of  the  Ixniisvillc  "lioijc-cuttcnt,"  when  a  witiivflS 
before  Congress  during  tlic  triut  iuvcfitigntioii,  Gti^niutioHl 
the  action  of  his  Nashville  victiiiiB  ae  "  bluck-iiiail.'*  They 
were  "  bluck-mailcrs"  Iwcauso  tlicy  had  sold  a  competitor's 
oil,  and  refnaeU  to  continue  to  sell  liis  own  unless  it  was 
made  as  olieap  or  cheaper.  Competition,  when  lie  practised 
it  on  othere,  was  *'8ymp.ithetical  co-oiieration."  Tried  on 
him,  it  was  "black-mail."  '"That  man  wanted  us  to  jmy  him 
more  than  wc  paid  the  other  jobbere" — i.  «.,  he  wanted  them 
to  meet  tJie  prieea  of  conipetitoi's — "because  ho  thought  wo 
bad  the  market  uuHtuined,  and  he  could  blaok-iaail  tu  into 
it.  I  blnfTecl  him  in  lan^uaji^e,  and  langiia^  ig  chcnp."  *  The 
*' langiiiige'*  that  could  produce  an  advance  of  freights  of  50 
per  Ufnt.  in  Hve  days  against  a  competitor  was  certainly 
"cheap"  for  the  niun  whose  rates  I'cninincd  unchanged,  and 
who  thci-chy  aUsoibeJ  \m  neighbor's  vineyanl.  Tiie  incvi- 
tabic  i-caiilt  followed  at  last.  Kicc  fought  out  the  tight  at 
Naahvillo  seven  years,  from  1880  to  1887;  then,  dofoated,  be 
had  to  ehnt  up  bis  agency  there.  That  was  '*  evacuation  day  '* 
at  Xaslivillo.  It  was  among  \m  otdt^st  agciiciee,  Xm  told  Con- 
gress, "and  it  was  shut  out  entirely  last  year  on  account  of 
tlic  discriininatioDB.  I  cannot  get  in  tlierc."' 
l'  State  iiispectiun  of  oil  and  municipal  ordinances  about  stor- 
age have  been  other  "screwa"  that  have  been  turned  to  get 
rid  of  competition.^'  City  connciU  passed  oi-dinances  forbid- 
ding  oil  in  barrels  to  bo  stoi-cd,  while  allowing  oil  in  tanks, 
which  is  xery  (niich  more  diingeroui^  as  tho  records  of  oil 
fires  and  explosions  show  coiicbisively.  lli«  New  Orleans 
-agent  wrote  Jtice  concerning  the  in.inoeuvre8  of  bia  pursuer: 
"  Ue  has  been  down  here  for  some  time,  and  bus  by  hia  cogi* 
rtcerin^,  and  In  consequence  of  the  city  ordinances,  cut  me 
out  of  etongc.  As  matters  now  stand,  1  would  not  be  able  to 
handle  a  single  barrel  of  oil." '   In  Georgia  the  law  was  nude 


'  Ti«*u,  Congfesj.  I88S,  p.  M9. 
»8tBW,  p.  7S0. 


»S«ne,  p.  6S*. 
^Siiai«,  p.  "83. 
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eo  tlint  the  charge  to  tlie  oil  combination  eliipping  in  tnnlt-caw 
was  only  lialf  what  it  was  to  ntliers  who  shipped  in  barrels. 
The  State  inspector's  charge  for  oil  in  taiilcs  w;ik  made  25  cente 
a  barrel ;  for  oil  in  barrels  it  was  5l1  rents  a  barrel.  Jhit  as  if 
that  was  not  adrnntagc  etiongb,  the  inspector  Inspc^clcd  tiio 
tanks  at  aliont  two-thinis  of  thrir  actnal  cnpauitj.  If  an  indti* 
pendent  rcliner  eont  100  barrols  of  oil  into  tlic  !Stikt«,  he  would 
lia%'o  to  pay  f50  for  inspection,  while  tlio  oil  combination 
eondiiig  in  the  satuti  wonid  pny  but  35  conEs  a  barrel,  .iii<i  tliat 
on  only  66|  barrels,  or  ^16  in  all.  This  diflerenco  i«  a  largo 
comrncrciat  profit  of  iteelf.  and  wonId  alone  enable  llic  one 
who  received  it  to  sell  without  Iom  at  a  price  thai  would 
cri]>pIo  all  others.  In  this  Htate  the  cliicf  inspector  had  the 
power  to  appoint  inspector  for  the  towns,  lie  wonld  name 
them  only  For  tlie  larger  places,  where  the  combination  had 
Ftomge  tanks.  This  prevented  independent  refiners  from  ship- 
ping directly  to  the  sritiiller  markets  in  baiTeU,  as  tiiL>y  vuuld 
not  1)6  inspected  there,  and  if  not  inspected  conld  not  bo  sold.' 
All  these  manoeuvres  of  inspection  iiclpod  to  force  the  jwople 
to  buy  <if  only  ono  dealer,  to  tnkc  what  he  supplied,  niid  pay 
what  ho  dcmaudod.  Why  sliould  an  official  nppointed  by  tho 
people,  paid  by  thiMn  to  protect  thciii,  thus  nsc  all  \m  powers 
against  ttiem  i     AVhy  } 

"State  wlietiicryou  had  not  in  yonr  employ  the  State  in- 
spector of  oil  and  gave  him  a  salary,"  llie  Loiiisrille  rcprxjficnt- 
ativo  of  tlie  combination  w.i6  agked  by  Congress. 

"Yes.  sir."' 

Tiirongiiout  the  conntry  the  people  of  tho  States  have  been 
inflnonciHl  to  pass  inspeetioii  lawa  to  pniteet  themiielves,  us 
they  supposed,  from  bad  oil,  with  its  danger  of  exptu&ioii. 
Bnt  these  ins|H!ction  lawtt  jimve  generally  to  be  8[H!cial  legis- 
lation in  disgiiiftc,  operating  directly  to  deprive  the  jK-ople  of 
tho  benefit  u(  that  competition  which  would  he  a  N^lf-acting 
iospectiou.    They  arc  uecful  only  as  on  additional  illtietrAtion 

!  the  extent  to  which  government  U  being  ased  as  an  active 


■TtiuM,  CooptM,  l&SS,  p.  33S. 
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partoer  by  great  bosiaees  !n:eresG-  3£'Si:L-»-LLe  i^j  ezon  of  ihe 
people  to  nsc  iheir  own  f-:««s  :lr:--ii-l,  rjTer::=:e- :s  :•>  L*:ter 
their  condition,  as  br  ti*  oTn-tT^Lip  ■:-:  — ==.:?:T-il  g^t-works, 
street-railvaTE.  or  naii-i-c^  Tiilri^ii;  iz  i  telejrii.Lr,  i^  s-ng  to 
sleep  with  the  In'.Iabv  &V>:i:  ^jt^— -^l:  i.^*:,  ::>vir:-::.e:.;  least. 

This  second  campaign  Lii  ":>£*::  ifirmiiiV.eifi:." — a  worse 
was  to  follow :  Lot  i;  dii  y.->:  .>T^rM-=i^  ::.e  ii-k-jrrrn-ient  of 
Marietta.  Willi  all  tiiea*  o:i=  izili^:  1.::^.  Le  iiiaie  V.i  way. 
Expelled  from  one  place  a:: i  i:;:-:l.er.  like  Merr.p;.: j  an-i  Xasb- 
ville,  he  fonnd  markets  crlsCwLere.  TIJ:  w^  boeao^e  the 
Sonthem  people  gave  Lim  market  ;T:p:->n  a!o:.C'  wifii  their 
moral  Bopport.  Co-openrfon  o:  i^:':.er  azA  ~fn  iiiS'l  ■^^achter 
made  oil  cheaper  than  t;;e  "synipati.etical  c-xiperation  "  op- 
posing them,  with  its  I»ig:i  salarit-s.  i-ile  refiaerlt?.  ar.ii  dead- 
heads. Rice  had  to  pay  no  dividends  on  "trnst"  stvck  capi- 
talized for  fifteen  times  the  ralae  of  iLe  prupery.  He  did 
not,  like  every  one  of  tiic  tmsrees.  demand  for  liinisuli  an  in- 
come of  millions  a  year  from  t'ue  eonsanitr.  IIo  f-jsiiid  mar- 
gin enon^i  for  enrviva],  and  even  eomethinn;  more  than  snr- 
vival,  between  the  cost  of  production  and  tiie  market  price. 
"In  1886  we  were  increasing  onr  business  very  largely.  Onr 
rates  were  low  enoagh  eo  that  we  could  compete  in  the  gen- 
eral Sonthem  market." ' 

Upon  this  thricc-won  prosperity  fell  now  blow  after  blow 
from  tlie  same  hand  which  had  strack  so  heavily  twice  before. 
From  1SS6  to  the  present  moment  Rice  and  his  family  have 
been  kept  busier  defending  their  right  to  live  in  hiieiness  than 
in  doing  the  business  itself.  Their  old  enemy  has  come  at 
them  for  the  third  time,  with  every  means  of  destruction  that 
conld  be  devised,  from  highway  exclnsion  to  attacks  npon  pri- 
vate character,  given  cnrrency  bj-  all  the  powerful  means  at 
his  command.  The  game  of  ISSG  was  tliat  of  IJ^VO,  bnt  with 
many  improvements  gained  from  experience  and  progress  of 
desire.  His  rates  were  doubled,  sometimes  almost  tripled; 
in  some  cases  as  much  as  333  per  cent.     Rates  to  his  adver- 

■  Trust*,  CoDgress,  1668,  p.  &T6. 


2t« 


•TURX  AXOTHBR  SCREW 


were  not  raised  at  all.  The  raise  was  secret  Suspecting 
Boiuetliiug  MTotig,  lie  called  on  tlie  ruilrond  officer  July  13(h, 
and  asked  wliat  i-atea  were  K^iog  to  be.  The  latter  rciiUod 
Ihnt  he  *>]iad  not  tlie  liat  made  out."  Kiit  the  nextday  ho 
sent  it  in  fnll  to  llie  cutiiliination.  Rice  mnilil  nnt  f*ct  tlicni 
DDtil  August  2:sd,  six  weekH  later,  and  then  not  all  uf  them. 
Ad  hi  1670  tlie  new  tarill  was  arranged  at  a  cooferenco  wttli 
tlic  favored  shippers.' 

This  was  the  tirat  gun  of  a  concerted  attack.  Rice  was  coon 
under  tira  from  all  parts  of  the  Jield.  One  road  after  another 
raised  his  rates  nntil  it  seemed  ne  if  the  entire  Sonthcm  mar- 
ket wunld  l>e  closed  to  him.  Wliito  this  was  in  progress  the 
new  Interstate  Commerce  taw  parsed  hy  Cougrees — in  part 
throufrh  tho  efforts  of  Rice — to  prevent  just  such  iiiiauga  of 
tlic  liighwa}-*,  went  into  effect.  Bot  this  did  not  Iialt  the  roIU 
vay  inuiiager§.  A  month  after  it  was  passed  llie  Senate  Com< 
tnitteu  on  luturetatc  Commerce  was  shown  that  dlecrimina- 
tion  was  still  going  on,  as  it  is  still.  At  points  a«  fnr  apart  as 
Louisville,  New  Orleane,  Atlanta,  St.  Louis,  and  San  Fmnci&co 
switches  were  spiked  against  Rice,  and  the  main  lines  bam- 
caded  of  all  the  liigliwiijs  between  the  Ohio  River,  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  oceans,  and  the  Gulf  of  JUexico.  In  the 
face  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act  the  roads  raided  Iiie 
frciglita  to  points  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  Toaneseoc,  Kcntocic}', 
Louisiana,  and  Missiesippi  id  no  case  lefis  than  20,  and  in  some 
eases  ns  higli  as  150,  168,  and  213  per  cent,  moro  than  was 
charged  the  oil  t-omhination.  Where  the  latter  would  pay 
tlOO  freight,  he,  shipping  the  same  amount  to  the  same  placft, 
winil<i  »oineliiiiC4  pay  ifSlO — if  he  got  it  taken  at  all.' 

The  gonend  fn^'iglit  agent  of  one  uf  the  roads,  when  hefora 
Uio  Interstate  Conimorco  Commi««ion,  denied  this.  Whvn 
confronted  with  written  proof  of  it  ho  coold  only  say,  "It  is 
simply  an  ori-or." ' 

Rioo  shows  that  in  somo  cases  these  discriminations  made 
him  pay  four  times  as  much  freight^  gallon  for  gallon,  as  the 
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monopoly.  Tlie  dLfferonces  against  him  were  80  great  that 
even  tlic  self- contained  Interstate  Comiucrco  Comiuission 
has  to  call  tliem  "a  vaat  discrepancy."'  The  power  that 
pnrsned  him  manojuvrcd  against  him,  as  if  it  were  one  track, 
all  tlie  r.'vlroadH  from  Pennsylvania  to  Floridn,  from  Ohio 
to  Lake  Superior  and  the  Paeific  coast.  "  Through  itg  repre- 
sentative the  oil  combination  uras  called  before  the  Interstate 
Comntcrce  Commi^ion  to  explain  its  relation  to  this  'vast 
discrepancy.' " 

"  Your  company  pays  fiiU  rates  i" 

"  Pav8  the  rates  that  I  anderatand  arc  the  rates  for  every- 
body." 

'*  Fays  what  are  known  as  open  rates?" 

"Open  rates  ;  yea,  sir."* 

That  the  incrcjuie  of  rates  in  1SS6,  like  that,  of  1S70.  was 
made  by  the  railroads  against  Itice,  nndcr  the  direction  of  liis 
trade  enemy,  ia  confirmed  hy  the  unwilling  testimony  of  the 
latter'fl  representative  before  Congress.  •'  1  know  1  bavo  been 
asked  just  informally  by  railroad  men  once  or  twice  as  to 
what  answer  they  sbouid  make.  Tliey  said.  Ucre  is  a  man 
— ^lUce,  for  instance — writing  ns  that  yon  are  getting  a  lower 
rate."  He  was  asked  if  lie  knew  :iiiy  reason,  legal  or  moral, 
why  the  Lonisvillc  and  Nashville  Railroad  should  wlcct  hid 
firm  OB  thu  buIu  peuplu  in  the  United  Slates.  "'No,  &ir,"  the 
vitnott  replied ;  but  then  added,  recovering'  himeclf,  "  I  think 
they  did  bccimae  we  were  at  llie  front." '  The  railroads  bring 
the  people  they  prefer  '*  to  the  front,"  and  tlier,  bccaueo  they 
are  "  at  the  front,"  make  tbein  the  '■  sole  poopio." 

Rice  did  not  sleep  under  tliie  new  ai>8anlt.  He  went  to  the 
Attorney- Genu  ml  of  Ohio,  and  had  those  of  the  railroads 
which  were  Ohio  corporations  brought  to  judgment  before 
llio  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  which  revoked  their  action,  and 
fiODld,  if  it  eliose,  have  forfeited  their  charters.  The  Supremo 
Court  found  tlwt  these  railroads  had  charged  "discriniiimting 

>Tra(t«,  Cftiftntt,  IS88,  pp.  efiS-8S. 
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tmtee,"  "6trikingljcxc«MiTe:,"'wliic!»  "tended  to  foetcr  a  mo- 
nopoly,'* '■  actually  exclnded  these  coiniwtitors,"  "giving  to  tha 
favored  shippers  absolote  control.*' '  Kice  went  to  Cincinntti, 
to  Lontsvtlle,  to  St  LoaU,  and  Bnltimore  to  »ec  tlie  officials  of 
the  railrniuU.  tie  fonnd  that  the  roads  to  the  South  aod 
West,  which  took  his  oil  from  the  road  which  carried  it  out 
of  Marietta,  were  wiltinje  to  go  back  to  the  old  rates  if  Ibe 
connecting  road  would  do  50.  Bat  the  ^ncral  freight  agent 
of  that  company  woald  give  him  no  satisfaction.  lie  wrote, 
Octoher  3d,  to  the  president  of  the  road  over  which  be  Iiad 
doriD  all  hie  bueiiieBti  for  years.  He  got  no  answer.  He  wrote 
■gain  Octoher  Ulh,  no  aiuiver;  Ocloljor  20th,  no  answer;  No- 
vember Hth,  no  tiiiBWcr.  Rice  had  hucu  paying  this  road 
nearly  SHUHKt  a  yt-ar  for  freight,  SL-ndJiig  all  his  oil  over  it. 
The  road  had  used  itfl  ntte-inakint'  power  to  hand  over  four- 
fifths  of  hie  bueince*  to  another,  but  he  has  never  been  able  to 
get  Bo  much  n*  a  formal  acfcnowlcdpnient  of  the  receipt  of  hia 
lottcrfi  to  tlio  head  of  the  road,  itskiiig  that  his  petitions  for 
reeturation  of  hi»  rights  on  the  liigliw.-iy  be  considered.  A 
part  only  of  the  letters  and  telegrams  which  he  Bent  during 
these  years — to  get  rate»,  to  liavc  liis  cars  moved,  (o  rectify  un- 
equal charges,  to  receive  tlie  «amo  facilities  and  treatment 
others  got — till  pages  of  close  print  in  the  Trust  Iteport  of  the 
Congressional  C'ominitteo  of  Uamifactiircs  of  J8S8. 

"Yotir  time  \&  a  good  deal  occupied  with  correspondonoe, 
is  it  uotT' 

"I  should  eay  so.  If  the  rates  had  been  more  regnlar,  I 
vould  not  have  had  so  much  corro^poadcncc.  It  takett  about 
dJI  my  time  to  look  after  ratee.'" 

Driven  off  liis  direct  ro«d  to  market,  Kicc  set  to  hunting 
other  ways.  The  nnltimoro  and  Ohio,  he  found,  was,  though 
very  roundabout,  the  only  nveniie  left  by  which  1»g  could  got 
his  oiU  into  Southern  markets,     lie  b^an  to  negotiate  witli 

'  f!ir]>rcii]e  Cgiirt  at  Ohia:  lbeSuie,a;  tirf.,  M-TlieCincllinall,  XovOtImu  and 
Teuu  I'Afifla  Railwt;  Comjiniiv.  The  Siau>,  iw  rrt..  i«.  TIm  ClncJiinati,  WasbUi^- 
lAD  anJ  Itallimot*  Italloaj  CoiBp«a«,  41  OtiLo  SUM  It«porU,  p.  ISO 
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it  immediately',  but  it  was  not  iintil  several  months  later — the 
middle  of  NuveinliGr — tliiit  lie  eiicReeilcil  in  closing  nvraiigc- 
mentfi.  To  gpt  to  Clmttanooga,  Tennessee,  over  tliis  route  his 
oil  hftcl  to  travel  I18G  miles  as  against  5S3  iiiileB  Lj  the  road« 
which  hrtd  been  closed  to  him,  and  yet  the  rate  was  lower 
over  tito  moro  than  dniihin  distance.  Again,  lio  could  send 
bfttrel  of  oil  1213  miles  b,v  the  Baltimoro  and  Ohio  to  Bir- 
minghaui,  Alabama,  for  $1.23,  n-hilo  tlio  roads  he  liad  been 
ising  put  Ill's  rate  up  to  $2.26,  although  their  Hue  to  Birming- 

ttn  was  only  CSS  miles. 
Ail  the  armnKcmeiita  had  been  concUided  to  the  mutual 

itisfaction  of  Uice  and  the  ISaltiniore  utiii  Oliiu  Railroad. 

Lftcr  this  thoroiigli  discuseiou  of  four  uioiiUik,  in  whitili  every 
point  had  been  cxaiuincd,  Rice  sends  forward  hut  firet  »hip- 
rBicnt  December  let.  Uc  is  not  a  little  elated  to  have  blazed 
lU  way  oiit  of  the  tracltlesB  ewamp  in  wliiob  ho  had  boon  left 
by  the  other  roaile.  11  is  satisfaction  is  short  enough.  In  abont 
a  fortniglit — on  llecember  15th  —  the  then  general  fi-eight 
agent  of  the  Baltimore  and  Uhio  telegraphed  liiiii  that  he 
oould  not  be  aJlowcd  to  ehip  any  more.  "AVe  will  have  to 
withdraw  rates  on  oil  to  Southern  points,  as  the  various  lines 
in  interest ■" — the  connections  to  which  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  delivered  the  oil  for  points  beyond  its  own  line,  and 
whieh  shared  in  tlie  rates — "will  not  carry  them  out." 

Thifi  wsB  stnnin'ng.  It  iiiitlifted  the  labiir  of  months  wliicli 
had  been  spent  in  opening  a  way  out  of  tills  blocknde.  It  pnt 
the  cup  of  rnin  again  to  the  lips  of  the  family  at  Marietta,, 
innocent  of  nil  offenee  but  that  of  trying  to  make  a  living  out. 
of  tlie  industry  of  tlietr  choice,  and  asking  no  favors,  only  the 
rlgbt  to  travel  the  public  highway  on  equal  tenus,  atid  to 
stand  in  the  open  markets.  Tho  oxcu&o  given  was  beavy- 
laden  willi  iuaccui-acy.  Kice  immediately  found  out  by  wire 
^that  the  Pic<litmnt  Air  Line,  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
^Oonncelious,  hud  not  rcfusud  to  cjirry  at  tlie  agreed  rate.  It« 
traffic  manager  telegraphed  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  people 
to  reconsider  tiicir  action,  and  continue  taking  Rico's  oil. 
Wlieu  asked  iiret  by  Kice,  and  afterwards  by  Congrosa,  to 
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name  clio  liace  n-hich  rofuBcd,  m  he  alleged,  to  carry  out  tlto 
rates  he  IiAd  agrcc<)  upon,  tlic  general  freight  ngcnt  of  tho 
Baltimoro  and  Otiia  conld  not  givo  one.  lie  cscnpcd  from 
Coiij^'gx  by  proiiiUiiig  to  send  its  cominUtee,  "witliiu  a  day 
or  two,"  all  the  correspondence  with  these  otiier  corapanies. 
Once  out  of  the  coimuittee-rooin,  lie  never  eent  a  scrap  of 
paper  tu  redeem  his  proniue,  iind  the  whole  matter  was  lost 
sight  of  by  tho  committee.' 

Rice,  t»dly  ehntterctl,  etill  Bought  and  mnnaged  to  find  ii 
few  Iong-wi»y-«ronnd  routes.  He  presented  to  Congress  in 
1888  a  tabic  shoeing  how  he  still  managed  to  get  to  some  of 
his  markets.  To  Itirmingham,  Alabama — the  direct  ronte  of 
685  milcp.  as  well  as  the  llaltimore  and  Ohio,  lieing  closed  to 
him — he  eliipped  over  seven  different  railroads  forward  and 
btckward  1155  miles.  The  rates  of  all  these  roada  added  to- 
gether made  only  $2.10  a  Iwn-el  instead  of  ?2.66,  to  which 
the  shorter  lino  had  raised  its  price,  fur  the  piirpoec,  as  this 
comixiriflon  shows,  not  of  getting  rertniue,  hut  of  cutting  It 
off.  To  get  into  Nashville  lie  had  to  go  around  805  niilos 
over  live  different  lines  instead  of  SOS  miles,  as  u^ual,  and  still 
had  3  rate  nf  $1.28  iiielcad  of  $1.60.  ^U| 

From  ISSO,  the  iiiomont  be  turned  to  tho  Southern  field,  ^^ 
after  tho  destruction  of  liia  bnwness  in  the  "VVwt,  everything       i 
that  railroad  men'it  ingenuity  could  do  was  done  to  pi'cvent 
him  from  Ivecnming  a  successful  manafncturer  who  might 
increase  the  amount  to  be  shipped,  open  new  markets,  and 
steady  the  trade  by  making  it  move  by  many  tninds  of  differ-        H 
ent  yiews  and  reaaone  instead  of  by  one.    In  order  l)»rely  to 
live  ho  was  kept  writing,  telegraphing,  travelling,  protesting,        | 
begging,  litigiliiig.  worrying,  and  agitating  by  press,  proseca- 
ttons,  private  and  public,  and  by  State  and  national  JiiveBtiga- 
tion.     Tlic  ingenuity  of  tho  railroad  ofHeialR  in  chafing  him 
down  was  wonderful.     Nothing  was  too  Bmall  if  it  would 
hurt.     Sometimes  tho  railmad  made  through  rates  so  high 
that  it  was  cheaper  for  him  to  ship  hU  oil  alung  by  ehort 
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rettcliud  il»  destination.  In  tliU  way  lia  got  a  car  from  Cin- 
dtiiinti  to  Kiioxvillu  at  tlio  rale  of  32  cents  ultogetlii'r,  wlicn, 
if  it  )ia<l  Iiticii  filiippcd  at  oik:u  all  titu  wav  uu  tliu  tliruii^li  rati;, 
it  woiilct  liaTo  cost  40  cents  a  liiiudrL-d.  Tito  railroJida  IiavQ 
gpciit  hundreds  of  tlioiieandg  of  dulUi's,  tiscd  up  armies  of 
gifted  cotiiiscl.  nnd  spoiled  tons  of  white  papot*  witli  iuk  to 
argnc  oat  their  right  to  charge  mora  for  sliort  liaiiU  tli»n  long 
hauls;  but  when  eome  traiHc  manager  wnnts  to  cnisli  oiio  of 
his  employer's  cnstomera,  no  short-lianl  long-hfiiil  consistency 
etaiida  in  his  w:iy.'  It  was  not  enoiigli  to  fix  his  rates  at 
double  what  others  paid.  All  kinde  of  inibtakes  vrera  mado 
sIkiui  liis  shi]tinc>nt6.  Again  and  agdii  these  intalakcs  wcro  ro> 
peited  ;  nor  were  lh(?y,  tha  Iiiterfituto  Coinmerco  Cumrniesion 
sliowB,  correctod  when  poidtod  tint.'  One  of  the  Ktot-k  excuse* 
madts  bj  niili'Ofld  iiiaiiagur^  fur  givitig  preferential  rutes  to 
their  favorites  'm  that  tliey  arc  tho  "largest  Ehippurs,'*  and, 
conse<|UcntIy.  "entitled  to  a  wlioloaale  rate."  But  when  Riee 
was  the  largest  shipper,  as  lie  was  at  New  Orleans,  tlicy 
forgot  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  this  "  principle."  Whon 
"Rice  wrote,  nelcing  if  a  lower  rate  was  not  being  mudc.  tho 
railroad  agent  I'eplicd:  "  I>jt  me  repeat  that  tho  rates  fur- 
nbhed  you  are  just  as  low  as  furnished  anybody  else."  ''  ThU 
lacks  .iccnracT,"  is  the  comment  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission. 

Wishing  to  know  if  tho  Lonisville  and  Xaslivilla  would 
unite  with  other  road«  in  making  through  mtcs  to  hitn,  Kice 
asked  tile  question  of  ils  freight  agent.  He  n-plicd:  "I  do 
not  wjo  that  it  is  any  of  yonr  biisincs*.'*  "It  was  undonbt- 
cdly  Ills  bnsiness,"  the  InleiTitate  Coinmerc^o  CoimnisHion  Bays, 
sharply;  '*and  bis  inquiry  on  the  nuitject  was  not  wanting 
either  in  civility  or  propriety."  When  liino  asked  the  isiiuo 
road  for  rates,  the  officials  refused  to  give  tbcra  to  him,  and 
persisted  in  their  refasal.*    Like  Vaiidorbilt  before  tlic  Kov 

>  Tmila,  CoMsrcM,  18SS,  p.  (323. 
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Tork  LegisUtive  Committee,  tliey  seemed  to  think  excoeee  to 
shippers  were  a  snbstitote  for  transportation,  and  eriilentlj; 
tliouglit  they  had  dono  more  than  their  dnty  in  an»vr«ring 
Biee'e  letters.  But  as  the  Commission  drjlj  obaervuii,  their 
aoBVors  to  Rice's  letters  did  not  relieve  him  of  the  iiijuriona 
oonficqa&nces.  In  attempting  to  explain  these  things  tu  the 
Interstate  Coiumurcu  Couuiitasioii,  the  agent  of  tbu  railroad 
said: 
*'  If  I  have  not  made  myself  clear,  I — ** 
"You  have  not,"  one  of  the  Commission  intcmipLcd.' 
The  rcfu&al  to  give  Rice  these  ratc«  wsa  an  "  illegal  refiual," 
tlie  Commiesion  decided  ;  "  the  obligation  to  give  the  rate*  . . . 
was  plain  nnd  nnqnestionnblo.'*  This  general  freight  Agent 
was  sninnioned  by  Congress  to  tell  whether  or  not  lower  rates 
had  been  made  to  tlie  oil  combination  than  to  their  conipeti* 
tors.  lie  refnecd  to  produce  the  books  and  papers  called  for 
by  the  snbprena.  lie  had  been  ordered  by  tlio  vice-president 
of  the  road,  ho  said,  to  refuse.  lie  declined  to  answer  the 
qoestions  of  \\ie  eommittec.  Kecallvd,  he  tinatly  admitted  the 
tmth  :  "We  gave  them  lower  rates  in  some  inslaiices.'*" 

Rice  took  to  the  wuter  wheiiuvur  he  could,  iin  liimted  ani- 
mals do.  The  Ohio,  MiKHiKStppi,  Teuneesee,  Missonri  woro 
pulilie  hi^Iiway»  that  liud  not  been  made  prtvatu  property, 
vrilli  general  agents  or  prosidotita  to  say  "'Xo''  when  aekcd 
pcnuission  to  travel  over  Ibcni.  He  began  to  ship  by  livor. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committoo  of  Commerce  rose  in  hi 
scat  in  C'ongrese  to  present  favorably  a  bill  to  mako  it  ilk 
to  ship  oil  of  less  than  lAO  degrees  fire-test  on  tbo  passenger 
bouts  of  inland  waters.  Tlie  reason  ostentnlloui^ly  gtwn  wa 
public  safety.  But,  as  was  at  once  pointed  out  in  the  pr 
the  public  safety  required  no  snoh  law.  The  test  prop 
VM  far  above  the  re^iuirenicnt  of  safety.  No  State  in  its' 
inepoctioD  laws  slipuhitcd  for  eo  high  n  lest.  Most  of  the 
States  were  Buti«fmd  with  oil  of  110  degrees  tire-lust;  a  few, 
like  Ohio,  went  as  high  as  1:20  degrees.    AH  but  a  very  small 
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proportion  of  tlie  oil  eent  to  Europe  was  only  110  degreu 
llre-tesl.  Tlie  (itenmboat  men  did  not  \rnnt  tlie  law,  and  were 
all  agaiiiet  it.  There  was  no  demand  from  tlic  travelling  pub- 
lic for  such  lefjielalion.  General  Warner,  member  of  Con- 
gress, 8fti<l,  in  oppoeing  the  tjill :  '*  Pcti-olciim  which  will  stand 
a  fire-test  of  1 10  dop-oes  ig  enfyr  ihan  lialod  cotton  or  baled 
Uay,  and  as  safe  as  wliiskey  or  tiirjiGiitino  to  he  carried  on 
Bte»iner«.  Wliat  is  the  object,  tlion  I  There  can  bo  but  one, 
and  I  ni;iy  as  well  assert  it  licre.  althougb  I  make  no  imputa- 
tion whiitcYcr  a\Ktn  the  Coinmiiiuu  of  Commerce,  or  any 
member  uf  it.  It  will  pat  the  whole  carrying  trade  of  rcfiDcd 
petroleum  into  tlia  hands  of  the  railroads  an<l  under  the  control 
of  ...  a  monopoly  wliich  has  the  whole  carrying  trade  in  the 
oil  bnMnft«.s  on  railroads,  and  they  will  make  it  »9  impo^ible 
for  refiners  to  exist  along  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio  Jliver  as  it 
is  inipoesibic  for  them  now  to  exist  on  any  of  the  railroads  of 
the  oonnlry."  Why  the  trust,  though  it  was  the  greatest  fihip- 
per,  ehould  ecuk  to  cIoeo  tip  channeJE  of  choapiicse  like  tho 
waterwaya  was  plnin  enough.  They  wct-c  liigliways  where 
privilege  was  impossible.  With  ils  competitors  ebiit  off  the 
railronds  by  pi'ivi]i.'ge,  and  off  the  riiers  by  lair,  it  would  be 
competition  proof. 

The  United  Stntcs  nutUorities,  too,  mored  against  Rice,  re- 
ftponnivc  to  the  edine  "pull''  that  made  jumping- j'ick«  for 
monopoly  out  of  committees  of  commerce  and  railway  kings. 
When  tlie  MttuisKijipi  Uiv«r  steamer  ('.  P.  Scltenak  arrived  at 
Vicksbnrg  wilh  56  barrels  of  inde|»;nd[*nt  oil,  the  United 
States  iiiariihal  came  on  board  to  serve  a  process  summoning 
ilic  ofRoem  and  owners  to  answer  to  the  ehargu  of  an  alleged 
violation  of  law.    Several  titcanilKMtt;  were  similarly  "libelled." 

"Wo  were  threatened  u  great  many  times,"  thu  rcprcsunta-' 
tivc  of  the  BtcamboAt  company  told  Congr««».*  The  steamboat 
tiicn  were  put  to  great  expense  and  without  proper  cause. 
When  tlie  cages  came  to  trial  they  wera  complutcly  cleared 
in  every  iofitance.    But  the  prosecntion  had  done  its  work 


'  Trusu,  Ooiigrtss,  1890,  pp.  410-11. 
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of  haraesing  competition.  The  snccese  of  the  campaign  of 
1879  in  Ohio  was  now  repeated  over  a  wider  field.  The  at- 
tack of  1886,  "  in  a  period  of  five  months,"  Rico  eaid  before 
Congress,  "ehat  np  fonrteen  of  my  agencies  out  of  twenty- 
four,  and  reduced  the  towns  we  had  been  selling  in  from 
seventy-three  to  thirty-foar." '  Tliis  was  a  loss  in  one  year  of 
79  per  cent.,  or  about  four-fifths  of  his  business. 

'  Truata,  CoDgress,  1688,  p.  599. 
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TfTE  difference  in  freights  against  Rice  was  80  gi-eat,  as  tlie 
Ititcr&lato  Commei-ce  Comiiiiefeion  found,  aftei-  tnkin^  Iiiin- 
dreds  of  pzgea  of  testimony,  Lliat  lie  liad  to  jmy  $6UU  In 
$1300,  "or  more,"  on  the  eanie  quantity  liia  opponent  f;ot 
tliroiij;!)  for  i?500.  Tiiece  discriitiiiistioiis  were  nimle,  ntt  tlie 
coiniiii^iutiei'S  s;ij',  "on  no  principle.  .  .  .  Neitlier  greatfr 
rifiVi,  grvatLT  expense,  cr)mpattt[oii  by  water  Iraniipoi'tation, 
iiur  any  otlicr  fiiet  or  ciretunstaiK^i;  Ijrouglit  fonvtird  in  defence, 
ui»r  all  conibiiied,  unti  uccomil  for  tlii;»t;  liiffurciicus."  ' 

The  milroftds  lind,  of  course,  to  givo  some  reason,  and  tliey 
put  forwnrd  tlie  plea  thnt  it  wjis  tniioli  more  expensive  and 
dangerous  to  carry  Rice's  ^liipmente,  wliich  were  in  barrels, 
tiaii  those  of  the  com  bin  at  ion,  which  were  in  tank-cars.'  Thi« 
exciiiie  for  charging  liini  rates  at  wliicli  ho  cmild  not  sjiip  at 
fti]  did  not  stand  examination  by  the  Interetatu  Commerce 
Com  minion. 

lint  he  did  not  wnit  for  that.  Wiien  ho  found  the  rail- 
roadfi  w«re  eo  fond  of  tank-care,  ho  not  about  gotlinj;  ihoin. 
Be  wrote  tiio  general  freight  agent  and  tlio  president  of  the 
read  that  liu  vt'oiild  btiild  t:tiik-car»,  and  a«kcd  what  his  rate 
would  be  then  ;  bnt  lie  got  no  answer,  lie  wrote  oilier  ri>a<la, 
bnt  got  no  ani^wer.  lie  aeked  the  general  manager  of  the 
Queen  City  and  Crcsoetit  Route  tlie  eaine  <(iicstion.  After  a. 
correspondence  of  Ave  montiiswitii  him  and  other  oflieials,  in 
which  lie  wns  Bliiittlecocked  from  one  to  another  and  back 
again,  he  had  not  only  not  encceodcd  in  getting  any  tank-car 
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■■  ^»1  uf  tliat  pmtrnrted  excliitngo  of  lettenj 
.  <  \  I  -^vr  wroto  :  "  I  w.t»  nut  Awram  tliftt  yoa  bad 
>iit«  on  vi\  In  trthk-cars."'  IMco  wrot«  tb«  Loais- 
'  )ll>> :  "  1  vill  build  iiuinedintcly  twcntj  unk- 
I  ^lll|nllltcM)  mo  .  .  .  sx  low  a  tiut  rats  is  scv 
OiUilvii  wy  utlwr  »lilppor/'  Com inon ting  on  Iiis  failara  to 
^  "tintuIoiiotB  BU}- :    "  Cuiii|j|aiiiHiit  did  not  i 

»..  .  '      ^  rnlrai     Tliotloiiiftl  of  his  riglit  was  pUin, 

»lid  thiihU  uuw\«>iimmI,  .  .  .  Wliitt  reition  tiioro  nwy  liave  bvuti 
ti>i  ti"-  llwrvftiMl  urniM— "we<Jonot  know,  bnt  find  tlmt 
|Ih'\  hviv  not  Jm«(  or  lojcnl  rniKoni.*** 

Mow  liUkir^  !•  iitidul     Ono  of  tint  reiuoiis  giren  bv  tit*; 
*.  r  iliu  ttll  li'tut*  fi>r  Ir»  ■iicocw  is  its  a»e  of  tlic  uak- 

(< iiw  uliiltMi*  litfurnnru  Hint  il«  woald-bo  competitur* 

ImU  lui  tucli  viit(ir|tri«o.  Atid  IVcklinm,  in  bis  vftloable  &iid 
ii.  .  "  T  "run^iu  nopoH  on  IVtrolonni,"  in  1865,  6avs 

\\ uU  rt>t|nli'ii  utiippui-ft  to  tiKti  tank-cars! ' 

LHilithlihtml  III  kmi|i  in  llm  tleld  and  to  liiivu  tank-cars,  if 
ti.'<'  .>t>Ht  HI)  iMipnUr  with  tilt)  riillroad  oflicinls,  Kiec  went 

!•  l<ii^  niiuiiifiti-liiivrii  to  linvu  sonic  bntlt.     lie  found 

tJMjl  wwtv  yliiit  III  ftPt  bin  oonlnicl.  After  making  arrange- 
IIUUIU  ul  t'ltnuldiprnlilo  truitblo  and  C?!|>c*n6c  to  build  Itim 
|bt>  >'>ti<i,  (Ut<y  h>lf){ru|kliL'd  biin  that  tbcy  hnd  to  give  it  up. 
UsoSoi*,  wild  bud  pmintwd  Iti  advance  ibuin  money  on  tbe 
■I  'the  Hiirt,  bnckcd  out  "on  ncconnt  of  come  supposed 

Vi  V  wblcb  tlniy  cluim  yan  bavo  bud  nitli  ibe  Sund- 

^  \.U[  Wtwymty  and  vnrions  ruilroads  in  ttic  West.  Tlicy 
h  '  'I  •'onid  nut  iieu  tbfso  cars  to  advantage  if  tbo  rail* 
I.  <  >l  bit  hostile  to  .Your  interests."* 

tt.i.'iiKli  ibv  nllftervadinf^  eystoin  of  eepioniigc,  to  w}iiclK 
s  I.  <     ^vcll  ua  individnals  wore  Bubject,  his  plans  liiid  beei^ 

111  .    niid    tbwaiic'd.     Tbo   es|)ioiiage   over   Kliipmcnts 

Mvvitk<d   ivr  by  tbo  Suutli   Improvetnent  aclieuie  bus  now 

'»ip*M,  is8a,  p.eo;.  ■Smm.p.cts. 

.>•!,  I.ir  R  I*.  T  DwM,  p.  20 

< ...  4h4  n*  rroduMi."  b/  H  T.  PMilAK,  IT.  S.  Cmwm,  1«8S,  p.  tS. 
'     .„.■••,  )M1A,  p.  OU.  'SHck.  uIt. 


BLlSD-BllLlSa   TJIEiB  FAVORJTES  S2d 

extended  to  biiaineee  between  mimnfikctincr  and  tnnniifnctiircr. 
Why  should  it  atop  at  utifieuliiig  private  cori-cspoudenco  ia 
the  post-oftice  in  tlie  KuropcHii  Btvlp,  and  making  its  eontcuta 
known  to  lho6.e  wlio  need  the  iiiforiiiiition  for  the  protection 
of  tlieii*  rights  to  the  control  of  the  ruarkotgi 

Rice,  wlio  was  nothing  if  not  indomitable,  finally  got  ten 
care  from  tlio  llarriBhurg  works.  Hot  this  wipply  was  entirely 
inadc<}nate,  and  ho  hiu]  to  continno  doing  tho  hulk  of  hie  biisi- 
ncM  in  barrel*.  What  a  dovirs  tattoo  the  railroad  men  bent 
on  tlieso  barrels  of  liia!  Tlioy  made  him  pay  full  tariff  rates 
on  orery  pound  weight  of  the  oil  and  of  tho  barrel,  but  they 
hauliil  free  the  iron  tanks,  which  wei-e  the  barrels  of  his 
rivals,  and  also  gave  tliein  free  the  nse  of  the  flat-cars  OQ 
wbicli  the  tanks  were  carried.'  Hauling  the  tanks  free,  on 
trucks  furnished  free,  was  not  enough.  The  railroads  hauled 
free  of  all  charge  a  large  part,  often  more  than  half,  of  tlie 
oil  put  into  the  tanks.  /In  the  exact  phrase  of  the  Inleretatd--. 
Comuieree  CfHnnii&tion,  tliey  made  out  tlioir  billa  for  freight ' 
tu  the  oil  com  hi  nation  ''regardless  tpf  quantity."  This  ia 
called  "blindbilling.'V 

Of  tho  UODO  larik-i-jirs  <if  llie  coiiihinatlon  only  two  carried 
ae  little  a«  2(),O0Ct  pounds ;  according  to  the  official  figures  there 
were  Imndrcds  carrying  more  tlian  30,000  pounds,  and  the 
weight  ran  up  to  44,y.^o  ponmla,  bnt  they  were  shipped  at 
20.OO0  ponnds.*  A  statement  put  in  evidence  showed  that 
shipments  in  tank-cars  actually  weighing  1,637,190  pounds  had 
been  given  to  the  reads  by  the  combination  as  weighing  only 
l,U)y,055  ponnds.  Cars  whofie  loads  weighed  44,250,  43.700, 
43,r»o0.  Sf>,550  )>oiindB  were  shipped  as  having  on  board  only 
80,000  ponnde.  At  this  rate  more  than  oiie-qnarter  of  the 
transportation  waa  etulen. 

Tlio  stockholders  of  the  road  were  paying   an  expensive 


'TmUnODr.  Rice  cue*,  Inlcrnlalc  Commerce  Cuuiuiiuion,  X<m.  ai-HO,  1887, 
p.  III. 

*Tnwti^  CongNCa,  1888,  pp.  EST,  fi75,  ftSO.  Rim  oflici,  Von.  Sl-SO,  1887,  pp. 
IBT-SS.  For  Nini1«r  pr«fcreiic«s  M  llic  paUco  cnttlc-ur  ccrapautea,  bm  np«rl 
00  "Xtairradiicu,"  United  fiUUfl  Snuite,  1890.  p.  18. 
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lIllFftf  {TM|MKli>n  to  detect  atieinpu  of  shippers  Co  put  more  in 
tlitlr  (Mn  tluiQ  tlwr  paid  fur,  bnt  lli«ee  shippers  paid  for  three 
l«rlowli  Knd  tfbippcd  from  four  to  aix  regiiUHv,  aud  were 
IK>vcr  called  tu  accuunL  ThU  **  bliud>biltirig,"  tlieCommifiwoa 
mM,  was  "•pcciiiUy  opprea^tre,''  It  vas  done  bv  the  roads 
tn  viulnltoii  of  tlivir  owtt  rale.  It  bad  been  nmtiiall^  igreed 
aimmt;  iliotu,  mid  given  out  to  tbo  public,  *'tliat  uuik-<an 
»|t«lt  W  t4keo  at  actual  ^reigbI."  ' 

Wbcti  Uicc  vas  trrtng  Co  get  the  roads  to  sitow  bim  to  bm 
liiiikcar»,  be  asked  bow  the  cbac^  on  them  was  calculated. 
Of  those  tlutt  answered  none  answered  ri{;;lit.  None  of  them 
gave  him  the  slightest  intimation  that  tbero  wm  anv  svcb 
lintiMioo  as  *'  blind-bittinf;."  On  thi>  contrary,  they  autirad  him 
ho  would  have  to  pay  fur  every  pound  ho  Bliippe<).  Tlie  MU- 
tonri  PncitiR  Teplied  with  a  *'  statement  nut  warranted  br 
the  facte,"  as  the  Otmtnission  softly  put  it.  They  nid  tb«T 
barged  for  the  "  actual  weight,"  while,  as  the  (^ommiiSM 
•bows,  tbey  made  sliipinents  ''  rugardleee  of  '{iiantity."  Raee 
wktyd  the  Newport  News  and  Miseissippi  Valley  RailrcMd 
for  (ai)k-«ar  ratc«^  "A  taok-c^r  is  sapposcd  to  wcigli  (earrr't 
SO.Oi-K*  pound*  ;  if  it  weighs  more,  then  we  will  chai^  for  il" 
At  the  same  time  the  agent  wrote  Kice  tills,  ho  was  luoUng 
Cfli*  containing  35,000  pounds  "with  no  additional  ehuge." 
^  If  tliia  Atatctnent  was  made  in  good  faith,"  the  Commissioii 
anys.  "  it  is  diffioalt  to  accouat  for  it,  and  it  is  not  aocounted 
for."  "Had  he  (Kicei  provided  himself  with  cars  for  t&nk 
•hipnient,  and  been  chari^  as  he  was  told  he  would  be,  the 
ditfcrimiaation  agalitst  liim  would  have  put  saccesfi  in  Ibe 
trafiie  out  of  the  qaeetion/' 

When  they  wanted  to  turn  mme  new  screw  in  freight  ntes 
•^ost  Rice,  tho  raitrDnd  officials  would  whip  thctneclvos 
around  tlio  stump  by  printing  a  new  tariff  afaeet  on  a  tyt*<^- 
writer,  and  tsdung  it,  perhaps,  as  one  of  the  Intctstate  Com- 
tneree  Comniiseion  said,  on  some  back  door  in  their  oflicc^ 
This  titoy  called  "  pubUshio^  **  their  rmtes^  as  required  by  tbe 


>  Hk«  (UM^  Not.  Sl-iO^  ISftT,  ^  «n. 
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Interstate  Commerce  Ixn-.  Tn  Rice,  ni>king  for  tntik-cAr  rates, 
they  wonld  sctid  tliis  printed  sliect,  showing  that  if  he  shipped 
br  tank-car  ho  iriuet  ps,T  for  erery  pound,  and  they  held  him 
off  v,-ith  this  printed,  official,  &iid  appftrcntlj  aotUoDiic  tariff, 
tliongh  shipping  44,000  for  ao,i>00  pounds  for  the  trust.  This 
was  done  after  the  Interstate  Coinmeree  Act  went  into  force.' 
One  of  tlicee  roads  assnred  liice  that  its  rateft  had  Itcen 
fixed  "by  the  special  authority  of  tiie  National  linilway  €om- 
misj'ionors."  Tho  fact  was, as  the  Commission  dcrliircs:  "The 
Comniiftion  never  inve«tigated  oval-oil  rates,  or  gave  special 
anthoritj  for  tlicir  renewal ;  it  never  eanetioncd  any  diUcrcnoo 
in  the  rates  as  between  tank  •car  and  barrel  shipments,  and 
had  never,  np  to  the  date  of  this  tetter,  had  its  attention  called 
to  them  in  any  way." ' 

The  representative  of  the  combination  was  called  as  a  wit* 
nefie  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  "  We  pay 
for  exactly  wliat  is  pnt  in  the  tanks,"  *  he  testified.  *'  In  fact, 
this  was  never  done,**  says  tiic  Coiiimission.*  Even  the  rail- 
road ofBvials,  who  could  go  any  length  in  "hlind-hiUing^^for 
him,  etiuld  not  "  go  it  blind ''  on  tho  witneee-sland  lo  the  ex- 
tent of  sapporting  snch  a  statement.  "  Our  prteo  ]>cr  tank-car 
M-as  nut  based  on  any  cnpiicily  or  weight;  tlicy  havo  been 
made  dimply  per  tank-car.''  * 
"  What,  generally,  is  the  object  of  fake  billing T' 
*'  I  snpposo  to  beat  the  railroad  company."  * 
In  defence  of  tlie  discrimination  against  the  barrel  chip[)ers, 
a  great  deal  has  been  made  of  danger  from  fire,  damage  to 
cars  from  leakage,  and  trouble  of  handling  in  the  case  of 
barrel  sliipments,  hnt  tho  best  expert  opinion  which  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  could  get  went  against  all  these 
plausible  pretences.'  The  manager  of  the  tank  line  on  tho 
PennaylTania  roads  showed  that  Iho  rii^ks  vrere  Icattt  when  the 
transportation  was  in  barrels.  Another  reason  given  for  the 
lower  rates  on   tanks  was  that  they  returned  loaded  with 

*TnMt9,  OoDgran,  1S88,  pp.  SIS,  A79-ft7.  ■  Sunt,  p.  ffSS. 

■  n'ne  CMO,  ygo.  Sl-60,  188?,  |>.  47.  <  Trust*,  Cmcnai,  IftSS,  p.  «». 
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tarpenline  ind  cotton-««ed  oil  from  the  SoTith ;  bat,  as  the 
Interstate  Cotninerce  Cottmiieeion  sIiowb,  tliis  traffic  wu  taken 
■t  raics  6Q  astonishing)/  luw  that  it  was  of  little  protit:'  and 
the  cutniniHtoner  of  the  Soatliern  ICailwajr  atid  St«am6liip 
Association  infonued  the  Commission  tbm  the  reloni  freight 
businees  in  cotton  alono,  bronglit  back  hy  the  box-cais,  to  saj 
nothing  of  otli«r  freight,  whb  worth  more  than  these  back- 
loads  of  tarpcntine  in  the  tank-cars.*  It  wae,  conseqnentiv, 
tiie  box-car  in  which  barrel  shipinente  were  made,  and  not 
tiie  tauka,  on  wliich  the  railroad  men  ehoald  have  ^iven  a 
better  rate,  accor<ling  to  titcir  own  reasoning.  Turpentine 
and  eotton-secd  oil  are  worth  three  or  four  tini»  more  llian 
kerocene,  and  it  CQet»  no  more,  do  Ices,  to  haul  one  than  the 
other;  hut  the  railroads  would  carry  tho  cottou-wed  oil  and 
toriwntine  for  one-third  or  one-fourth  the  rale  the/  charged 
for  kerosene.  Tho  Oouiinisaion  could  not  understand  why 
the  rates  given  by  the  roads  on  these  back-loads  of  turpeatinc 
and  cotton -seed  oil  were  so  low.  "This  charge,  for  some 
reason  not  satisfactorilj  explained  to  the  Comiuiuion,  is  made 
aittoniiiiiingly  low  when  compared  with  the  charge  in-ide  upon 
pctrolenin,  although  the  cottonseed  oil  is  ninch  tlic  mure  taI- 
nable  article."' 

The  newspapers  of  tho  South  hare  contained  ntanj  items 
of  ncwE  indicating  that  the  tocn  who  liare  made  tho  oil 
markets  theirs  tiivo  simitnrly  appropriated  the  beet  of  the 
tnrpenliuo  tmde,  hut  nothing  is  known  through  adjudicated 
testimony.  Tlie  tmstces  of  oil  have  always  denied  that  there 
was  any  connection  between  them  and  the  Cotton-soed  Oil 
Trust,  although  the  latter  shipped  its  product  in  tlie  oil  trust^a 
cars.  The  reaaoos,  therefore,  for  the  "extraordinarily  low" 
rates  ninde  on  tlic  turpentine  and  cotlon-seed  oil  shipped 
North  in  its  tank -can  mast  remain,  nntil  further  d«volu[>- 
merilii,  where  the  Commission  leaves  it — "not  satisfactorily 
explained.'*  The  railronds  Kaid  they  made  the  rates  low  for 
tanks  became  of  the  enticing  pro5[>ecta  of  these  back-loads, 


'Tnuu,  OongraM,  IMS.  p.  STi. 
»ThnU,  CmsrcH,  ISSS,  p.  VIA. 
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in  wbich  thoro  n-%8  no  pi'otit  to  gpenk  of ;  but  they  extcndod 
tkeee  special  rates  to  points  from  vhicli  titere  wng  no  encli 
back- loading.'  Kice  enw  how  tlie  cost  of  sending  liia  oil 
South  could  bo  reduced  liy  bringing  back-loads  of  Inrpentine 
at  tlicee  "  RstonisLinj;]?  low  "  rates.  lie  fonnd  there  was  etill 
.turpentine  in  tlie  Soutli  lio  could  buy;  but  tlio  r-iilroads 
'vonld  not  f.a  nuidi  lis  atiewcr  liig  Application  for  rates. 

"They  abeoliitoly  refused." 

''Was  this  refusal  siece  the  Intorstftto  Ooinmerce  decision 
in  your  case!" 

'*  Yes,  sir ;  since  that  dccieion."  ' 

It  niij^lit  have  been  thought  this  would  havo  been  enongli — 
haultn*;  the  tank  itself  free ;  fnrnisliitig  the  flat-cAre  free  for 
ttikny  Links;  curryiitj;  free  a  quarter  to  a  balf,  "or  more," 
But  there  w&e  more  than  this.  The  railroads  pnitl  the  coiiibt- 
Dation  for  putliii<;  its  tank-enrs  on  their  lines.  For  every  tiule 
I  these  cars  were  hauled,  loaded  or  empty,  llic  roads  paid  it 
A  mileage  vnrying^  from  jt  to  Ij  cents.  This  mileage  xrna  of 
itecif  n  liandsome  revenue,  enoogh  to  pay  »  pi'olit  of  l>  per 
eont.  on  its  invc«ttQctit  in  the  aire.  But  when  liice  a$kcd 
nbat  the  riilroadi)  would  clmr^  him  for  haiiltncf  back  his 
empty  tnnk-c^rs,  ho  was  nut  told  that  he  wuuld  be  pnid  for 
tlieir  use,  as  othera  were.  lie  was  told  that  he  would  be 
charged  "generally  a  cent  and  a  half  n  inilu,"  or,  "we  mnke 
the  usual  mileage  uliiu^c  on  return  of  empty  tanks."  '•  This 
last  statement,"  the  IiUcretate  Commerce  Oinmissionei's  say, 
"was  not  warranted  by  the  facta.'"  The  vcwcl  which  contains 
the  oil  of  the  combination  "receives  a  hire  coming  and  going," 
Mr,  Kice'a  lawyer  enid  before  the  Committee  of  Congress  on 
Commerce;  "that  which  contains  Rice's  oil  pays  a  tax."  When 
Riee  tried  to  sell  his  oil  on  tho  I'acitic  coai^t  lie  found  that  if 
be  shipped  in  tank-cars  lie  would  havo  to  p.iy  iiiii>  to  bring 
the  empty  car  back,  which  others  got  1>aek  free. 

The  representative  of  tho  oil  combination  was  questioned 
about  all  tliis  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Comniiseion. 


1  TrlwU,  Congrc*!.  1B8S,  pp.  551-33, 
■8iiDC,  ppLUS-Sa. 


■  Same,  pp.  (I4S-47. 
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"Aro  you  allowed  milcago  oq  tank-CAraT' 

"No,  sir." 

"Neither  wnyt" 

*'  Neiliier  wiiy." ' 

But  tlie  railroad  officialg again  could  not  **  blind-bill"  him  as 
far  as  this.     Asked  what  mileage  tliev  paid  liim,  l\xcy  replied : 

"  Tiiree-quartor8  of  a  ceut  a  mile.'"' 

Wlicu  the  freight  agents  who  did  thcec  quccv  things  at 
the  expense  of  their  ctnplojers — i.e.,  tlicir  proper  cinploycre, 
the  MocklitihltTs— were  put  on  the  stiind  before  the  hiKeretato 
Commerce  Commifsian  to  explain,  they  cut  a  sorry  figure. 
"  It  WHS  an  ovcrsiplit,"  ''a  mistake,"  saiti  one.  .\nother  coiild 
only  ring  cmifiiticJ  irbangcct  uii  ''I  think  it  i»  an  error.  ...  1 
cannot  li-ll  wlir  that  iis  so.  .  . .  It  is  eimply  uti  error.  .  ■  .  I  can- 
not te)I."'  Tiiero  wcro  nopcr  nny  errors,  suppositions,  over- 
sights for  Rice'  Referring  to  tliis,  tiio  Comtiiission  saj'8, 
caa&tically : 

•  "  The  remurksblo  tiling  about  the  matter  is  that  so  many  of 
ihoao  defuiidanls  shoald  make  the  eanie  mistake — a  mistake, 
tooj  that  it  was  antecedently  so  improbnble  any  of  them  would 
make  The  Louisville  and  Nashville,  the  Cincinnati,  New 
Orleans  and  Texas  Pacifit;,  the  Newport  News  and  Mississippi 
Valley,  and  the  Illinois  Cenlral  companies  are  all  found  gir- 
ing  out  the  Kame  erroneous  iuforinatioii,  and  no  utie  uf  them 
cati  tell  how  or  why  it  Impi^cncd  to  be  done,  mnuli  less  liuw 
so  many  could  contemporaneously,  in  dealing  with  the  iwnie 
subject,  full  iuto  so  sti-ango  au  error.  It  \&  to  be  notcil,  too, 
that  it  is  not  a  Bubordinato  agent  or  servant  who  makes  the 
mistake  in  any  instance,  but  it  is  the  man  at  the  head  of  the 
traffic  department,  and  whoso  knowledge  on  the  subject  any 
inquirer  would  haven  right  to  o^sumo  must  ho  accurate.  In 
DO  case  is  the  error  excused."* 

The  cases  in  which  Rico  prosecuted  the  railroads  before 


•  ftlMCaM*.  Noa.  61-60,  p.  SO. 

•SBtat,  yp.  118-S9.  l4S-t7,  »». 

*Satn«,  p.  lOV.   Trait*.  OoftS'Mt,  18S8,  pp.  STS-79. 

■Tnuia,  CaoEreu,  ISSS,  p.  S88. 


*6uat,  p.  131. 
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the  Interstate  Commerco  Corumieeion  are  Among  the  k 
important  ttiat  have  becti  triod  by  the  Cortimieaion.  \ 
charges  iniide  by  Rico  woro  coneUisiveiy  provud,  except  as  w 
Boine  iiiiuur  roadd  and  uirciiiiietanccM.  The  CoiiuiiisiiitJii  de- 
Kiilared  the  rates  that  wero  charged  him  to  be  iltcgaL  and  unjust, 
and  a  discrimination  that  iniidt  be  stopped.  It  ordered  the 
roAde  to  discontinue  using  Ihcir  power  as  cotuiiton  carriers  to 
carry  Rtce-s  property  into  tho  pDs»e«eleu  of  n  rii'sl.  "  The  con- 
clusion is  irreaifitiblo  tliat  the  rate  sheets  wero  not  consider- 
ately nmclu  with  a  view  to  relative  justice."  ' 

The  facts  of  these  discnniinationB  —  "unjnst,"  "illegal," 
and  '".■ibhorrent" — are  on  the  records  as  judicially  and  finally 
determined.  But  one  of  the  combination  said  before  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  at  Ilariisbnrg,  as  reported  in  the 
Uarnsbnrg  Patriot,  February  19,  1801: 

"  I  sny  to  you  olt.  In  good  fnllb.  ttint  since  tlie  pasea$c  of  itic  Intcrktnte 

Commerco  litn,-,  nbU  the  iDlru<luclioa  of  tilut  ejateia,  we  linvc  ucvcr  lukcn 

IB  rehntir.     I  inrnn  wo  Iidtc  Uikcn  no advmiUiKC  over  wlinl  nnj'  otticr  xliip- 

^WTCiLti  got.     1  niaksttH)  Ktateintiiit  hromltj-,  luiil  1  oljiUlciisieitiKtinuiiiiviit 

to  Xha  very  uiino«l,  timl  will  pny  the  cx|KitiRes  of  any  litigation  uodortakon 

toUyit." 

When  it  was  found  tliat  this  practice  of  charging  the  pre* 
fcrrcd  shipper  for  only  20,000  pounds  when  it  shipped  25,000, 

"80,000,  40,000,  or  4-t.OOU,  was  going  to  be  investigated  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Ibore  vrere  intellects 
reiidy  to  meet  the  einergoiiey.  A  pot  of  paint  and  a  paint- 
brush fnrnitiltcil  llie  sltiuld  of  i-ighteonstiesi).  Each  cur  being 
known  by  its  number,  and  only  by  its  iiunibur,  .lit  the  old 
nambem  of  the  3000  tank-cavs  of  tliu  oil  trust  were  painted 
out,  and  new  nnmWrfl  paintt»l  on.  Whollier  it«  iiiigtity  nioa 
left  their  licttirious  pnUcus  in  \c%7  York,  and  elolu  about  ill 
pCKoii  after  dark,  each  with  paint-pot  and  brush,  or  whether 
tlioy  agkod  employee  to  do  such  worlc,  the  evidence  does  not 
state.  The  dovico  was  simple,  but  it  did.  Rice  was  suing  for 
lis  n't'lita  to  u»e  the  highways  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 

"Comraiftiion,  and  before  the  Snpiemo  Court  of  Uhio,  through 

'  Tnits,  Congress,  1666,  p.  «8». 
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the  Attorney-Creneml  of  tlie  State,  wito  liad  found  tlie  matter 
of  snfficient  iinportnnce  to  use  \m  oflicial  power  to  iti^titiitti 
enits  in  qtto-wartanto  against  two  railroads.  It  was  ncceseai'y 
tlial  evidence  should  Ikj  forlliconiing  in  these  suits  to  prove 
wliat  bis  rate  was  in  coiiiiiarison  with  thootiiere.  TJieoiilj«-»y 
tliie  could  bo  dune  was  by  comparing  tlie  autual  size  of  (Ue 
cars  wttli  tlm  «izc  given  in  the  frcigUt  bills,  or  Dmiiifvsttt.  Tlio 
CRiv  nro  known  in  tlio  bills  only  by  tbcir  iminkers,  and  without 
its  numhor  no  cur  could  Iks  identified.  Tbo  report  of  Con- 
grc«8  rcprinta  the  following:  from  the  toatimony  of  the  repre- 
sentfltive  of  the  triiRt  befora  the  Intentt^tc  Coiiinierco  Com* 
uiiftsion : 

"  Has  there  recently  been  any  general  change  in  the  oiiin- 
bcring  of  the  cars!'* 

*' Yei!,  sir;  there  hafi  been  qnite  a  general  renumbering,  to- 
pAintiiig,  and  ovcriiauling." 

"When  did  that  change  take  place  T 

"J  think  it  waK  oommeneed  some  time  in  'rnly  ;  it  may  have 
been  later." 

The  result  of  that  renanibering  made  it  practically  irapos- 
sible  to  identify  any  car  &%  comicctcd  with  any  itliipmunt  made 
before  that  time.  The  car*  were  there,  looking  fts  fresli  and 
innocent  as  good  men  who  have  donned  robes  of  apotle^e 
white  earned  by  the  payment  of  generous  pew-rent.  The 
cars  ghowctl  even  to  the  unaEsisted  eye,  as  the  Interstate  Com- 
iDcrcc  Commission  said,  how  much  lai'ger  they  were  than  was 
pretended.  There  were  etill  the  aci?oiiute  of  the  railroaiU, 
ehowin^  that  these  care  hnil  been  *'  blind-billed  "  m  containing 
only  20,000  pounds,  but  the  cars  mentioned  in  the  manifesto 
conld  no  longer  bo  identified  with  the  care  on  the  tracks. 
The  sin  of  **  blind-billing"  was  wished  out  in  pnint.  Kiee 
went  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Conimiesion  with  hie  com. 
plaint  in  this  case  in  July.  Immediately  the  repainting  and 
renumbering  took  place.  "It  wa§  commenced  some  time  in 
Jnly;  it  may  have  been  later."' 

'  Tnao,  OuBgreat,  tSftS,  pp.  H8-M.   ToMtramj,  Rice  cues.  Not.  M-60, 1667) 
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In  Bucli  cases  time  is  money,  and  more.     "Soeet  tLon  a 
innn  diligent  in  business,  lie  shall  stand  before  kings.    Ilo 
L«ba]l  not  stand  before  mean  men." 

Tlic  members  of  tliis  combiDation  Lave  many  tliotisand 
tank-cars  etigagod  in.  carrying  their  oil,  and  eoiuc  of  them 
liavo  anotlior  kind  of  tank-car  travcllini;  ubant  the  (raniitry. 
Under  the  hcadyf  ibu  "Gdspel  Car'*  i\\a  Dalhj  StatfiKyn(m,oi 
Portland.  Orejjon,  printed  the  ful!uwiii^  article,  Sunday,  De- 
cembec  13,18U1:  "Tjib  Gosi-el  Car. — The  mission  c:ir 'Evan, 
gel'  arrived  yesterday,  and  u'lis  sido-t nicked  on  llie  peniten- 
tiary switch.  A  eonft  eerviee  attracted  many  people  dnritig  the 
morninjj.  There  will  bo  oervices  at  10.^0  tliis  inoniiiig,  and 
in  tlie  nfteritartii,  ut  3  u'elack,  »  Suiiiluy-iicbool  will  be  org.in- 
ized.  Thid  will  be  the  Urttt  Sunday-school  ever  organized  from 
tlie  gospel  car,  which  litiii  been  ot)  the  roitd  since  last  spring. 
The  '  Kv.ingcl '  is  sixty  feet  in  lcnji;tli,  ten  feet  wide,  and  seats 
linearly  one  htmdrud  ]k;o]>1c.  It  is  the  generous  gift  of — eev- 
ffir&l  y>evt  York  milliouaires,  the  most  important  of  them  be- 
'longing  to  tlie  oil  trust— ".  .  .  to  the  Amerienn  Baptist  I'libli- 
eattoii  Society.  Tho  reverend  gentleman  who  wag  in  ciiargo 
of  the  'Evangel.*"  the  StaUsman  continued,  "will  vjeit  the 
smaller  towns  along  the  railway,  and  conduct  evangeliistio 
uieetiiigB  in  the  car."  One  of  these  cars  was  in  Chiengo  early 
ill  1803,  und  was  admiringly  described  by  the  Chicago  ])rces. 
Tliougb  corporations  Lave  no  eonU  tlicy  arc  ready  to  help  eavc 
Ute  souls  of  others,  for  tho  fiiilruadnt  give  tlie^o  cars  free  bnni' 
ing,  and  tho  mesKiiges  and  the  ])aekagett  of  its  oeeiipnnis  are 
franked  hy  the  telegraph  and  express  companies.  The  con- 
tents of  tills  t.ink<-ar  are  distrilmtcd  by  Ita  donors  to  the  peo- 
ple withont  money  and  without  price.  It  \»  conceivable  that 
iiy  making  it  m  "  cttcap"  and  by  multiplying  Iho  "  Evangel" 
into  an  evangelical  tank  lino  of  thoneande  of  cnrs,  the  donors 
migiit  drive  the  elmrches,  which  have  no  tank-ears,  out  of  the 
basincss,  as  they  h.ivo  done  tho  tankless  i'etincr«,  and  ulti- 
mately add  to  their  nioiioply  of  the  Liglit  of  the  World  that 
of  the  Light  of  the  other  World. 
Tho  effect  uf  alt  this  on  the  family  co-operation  at  Marietta 
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does  not  nc<4  to  bo  dcecribcd.  It£  te&d  told  Coogrcea  that  if 
he  bad  liad  no  difficuttjr  in  ^uing  the  same  freight  aa  others 
be  could  have  run  his  retinery  to  its  full  capacity,  and  could 
bare  increased  hU  works  largely. 

**Ara  not  joar  expenses  less  than  theirs^ 

"  Yea,  *ir. ...  I  am  running  very  moderately  now. . . .  One- 
third  to  oiic-half  generally.'" ' 

"  I  am  virtually  rained,"  he  says  still  liLter  in  a  statement  of 
bis  condition  in  a  circular  to  the  pnblir,  nrging  them  to  )wti- 
tion  Congrefui  to  make  the  imjwrfcct  Interstate  Conmicrco  law 
operatire.  Ete  !«  virtually  niiiied,  tliongh  he  has  von  bis 
cases  before  the  Interstutu  Commerce  Conimifeion.  and  that 
Federal  tribunal  Iiak  m-dcrcd  the  roads  to  give  him  liis  riglits 
on  the  highways;  but  it  tins  been  a  barren  victory.  ]]i&  cir- 
cular is  entitled  "My  Etpcricnce  Very  UriotJy  Told."  Its 
opening  eetileiiues  give  ns  in  a  pbriio  the  eeeret  of  the  eignifi- 
cnnee  of  Kice's  alory,  and  dignify  his  appeal  to  the  public. 
They  show  how  thoroughly  adversity  had  driven  home  into 
this  plain  man's  mind  a  great  civic  truth  wliicli  bis  fellow- 
cilitcns  Imvc  not  yet  learned,  probably  because  they  bnve  not 
yet  Imd  udvt-i^iity  enough,  llie  solitary  and  fniitlet^s,  altliongli 
successful,  struggle  taught  hitn  that  the  citizens  of  indnetry 
cnn  no  raorc  maintain  tlieir  rights  acting  singly  than  the  citi- 
Ecns  of  government.  He  had  learned  that  "competition," 
"supply  and  demand,'*  "eternal  laws  of  trade,"  were  catch- 
words as  impotent  in  the  niarkiMs  to  give  individnale  tltuir 
rights, if  nrtas5ociated,as  the  inc-antattnuB  of  royalty  nnd  loyalty, 
nnd  law  and  order,  to  s-ive  people  from  their  king  until  they 
nindo  lliumeelves  a  People.  Persons  fail;  only  a  People  can 
get  and  beep  freedom.  This  Rico  had  begun  to  learn  from 
his  failure  to  enforce  singlo-liandod  rights  wliich  all  the  courts 
dw^lart-d  were  Ins,  but  which  no  court  could  secure.  In  his 
card  to  the  people,  he  said :  "  I  am  lighting  for  my  rights  and 
for  my  oxistcnoo  (wliich  happens  to  be  in  the  interest  of  all) 
single-handed  and  alone,  at  my  own  expense  and  time  lost. . . . 


'  Truiu,  Conj;r«u,  IKSS,  p  sas. 
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I  am  liere  ...  to  do  wliat  I  cuu  to  get  tlic  intorstatB  Coinmeire 
AoC  amciidod  ttt  this  preectic  ocesiuti  of  tlio  Fiftictli  Congreea, 
to  cure  existing  evils,  and  all  I  mk  is  tlmt  you  will  lake  hold 
ai)d  assist  me  by  yoitr  eignatiirc  niid  approval  to  tlio  enclosed 
petition.  Yon  urc  enUject  to  tlio  i>iiine  intliience^,  and  notv  is 
yonr  time,  in^-  fellow-coiintryiiicii,  to  come  forward  and  iissist 
a  littlu  tn  dtoji  tiiis  iicfArioiis  work.'" 

"In  tlic  iiitcieBt  of  all."  Tliis  is  oxactly  tlio  relation  wliicli 
p.the  Struggle  of  tliis  common  citizen  bears  to  ttio  general  we)> 
fare.  Tlic  investigation  b_v  tlie  Ohio  Legislature  in  1879;' 
the  removal  hy  the  United  States  Court  of  tlie  railroad  ro- 
ceivei"  who  agreed  to  jiay  tlie  oil  trust  J25  out  of  every  ^35 
freight  collected  from  Kfce;''  tlio  refund  ordered  bjr  the  Su- 
premo Court  of  Ohio  from  a  pipe-line  company  which  hud 
chained  Rice  15  cente  extra  on  every  barrel  he  eliipped  to  pay 
it  to  his  compctitoi'ii ;  *  the  succcBeful  proeeciitiot),  by  the  Attoi'- 
noy-Gcner»l  of  Ohio  before  the  £iti|irernu  Court,  uf  the  niiU 
roads  discriininatiiig  Uji;ainet  Itioe;*  the  ciiKeii  before  the  In- 
terstate Cuiniiierce  Commission  from  its  bcj^iiining  till  now, 
involving  hundreds  of  railroads,  und  deci«led,  ku  far  hk  it  did 
decide,  on  almost  every  point  in  Rice's  favor;'  the  diKruption, 
as  far  i\s  forms  go,  of  the  oil  truet  in  Ohio  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  ousting  corporations  from  the  right  to  be* 
come  membere  of  such  cornbinnttons  and  to  pool  their  eaniings 
tfaerein;*1he  itivcsli^atiou  of  the  oil  trust  by  Congrettsin  1833 
and  1330,  devoted  in  largo  part  to  the  various  awpeets  of  Hice'a 
experience— titcse  are  some  only  of  the  public  funetions  -vvhicli 
had  to  be  ins'oked  in  the  ineSectual  attenipt  to  protect  tliie 
ODe  mat)  on  the  lii^^h-road  and  in  liie  livelihood,  and  they  show 
bow  little  hifl  was  merely  a  "private  afiair." 

■Se«  r  200.  'EcoikSM. 

*  Bruivirvd,  €t  at.  Iff.  ]([«.  ileoiOed  KareratMr  1,  1S9S,  49  Oliiu  tSuie  RcporM,* 

*S<«p.  2t5. 

*For  llic  dcciiiun*  In  thcic  IUc«  oum  •«  IntenUt«  Cgmineccc  (^Hniniauoti 
B«|iort,ToI.  i..  p,  r.ij;i;  tumc,  ».1tl;  Tol.  iL,  |>.  3S9 :  roLtiUp.  ISS;  vol.  |t.,|k  ttSi 
«o)  r..  p.  1'J^,  anil  uine,  p  f'M. 

•TlioSijifi  of  Ohio  «  rr/.  Da>i<l  K.  Wtti»on,  AtlOTti<7.(]«n<r>iI,v«.  ThiiSUi»d*rd 

Oompkiij',  A'.  £.  Iteporttr,  vol.  ixz.,  |i.  i19;  49  Ohio  Slate  ItcfiorU,  p.U 
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Wlien  tile  aincii()meiit  of  the  Interotate  Oomtnerco  Invwns 
before  Congress  in  ISSO,  emliieiit  counsel  were  employed  by 
Rice  to  explain  the  defects  of  the  law  to  the  committees,  and 
petitione  to  Congress  through  \\h  irietrtuiHnitality  u'cre  circu- 
lated nil  over  the  ijoiititr/,  uiiO  ininieroiiely  ei;;ncd.  Thongli 
a  poor  man,  who  eoiild  iil  afford  it,  lie  guve  time  nnd  money 
and  ACtciitioF),  frequently  spending  weeks  nt  WiD-hingtun,  die- 
cosaitig  the  subject  with  mombere,  and  presenting  petitions. 
The  net  was  amended  in  partial  accordance  witli  the«e  peti> 
tiotie  and  recommendations. 

To  obtain  the  elementary  riglil  of  a  stockholder,  never 
witlilield  in  the  cotirs*  of  ordinary  busincea  —  to  vole  and 
receive  dividends  on  stock  in  the  oil  trust  M'hich  tlic  trus- 
tees liad  eoM  and  ho  had  bought  in  the  open  market — Riee 
iiad  to  6110  through  all  the  New  York  eourts  from  1S3S  to 
1803.  The  Court  of  Appeals  decided  that  there  had  been 
no  l.twful  reason  for  tlio  denial  of  his  rights,  and  ordered 
that  tlioy  be  accorded  hiui.  This  was  another  barren  vic- 
tory. Tlic  trnet  had  mcanwliile  ostoneibly  been  diseolrcdh 
but  the  dissolution  1ib«  every  nppejininee  of  being  like  that  ] 
of  its  progenitor,  the  South  Iniprovemont  Company,  a  Uisscv' 
lution  ''in  name"  only;  not  in  reality.  In  place  of  the  old 
tnist  certificates  listed  on  the  New  York  Stock  Kxchiingc, 
new  certificates  havn  been  isfiucd  which  were  celling  in  the 
spring  of  1894  at  about  the  eaino  quotation  as  the  former 
once. 

In  this  case  tho  trust askod  tlio  Now  Toi-k  courts  to  deny  Rico 
hie  rights  because  ho  bad  in  other  matters,  aud  as  to  other 
parties,  appealed  to  other  courts.  liis  other  suits  had  been 
agaiuHt  the  railroads,  not  against  the  oil  combination,  lie 
acted  on  the  defensive,  and  went  into  court  only  to  eave  liiin- 
Bctf  from  commercial  stmngulatlon.  In  all  of  thoin  that  went 
to  trial  bo  was  euccossfnl,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions. 
He  was  so  sncccsefal  that  even  the  judges  who  heard  liis  case 
and  decided  in  Ihr  favor  were  moved  to  onlbnrNts  of  unaf- 
fected indignation  on  the  Wnch.  The  only  result  aimed  at  or 
procured  was  that  the  courts  decreed  that  these  coiniuon  car- 


THE  OFPyaVS  OF  SXSSiyo  JUSTICE 


241 


riers  must  In  tlic  future  givo  this  citizen  hie  legal  rigtit&  on 
the  railwa^'6;  not  tlint  lie  must  Imvc  tlie  enmc  ralcB  ns  tkie  op- 
pooenti  but  only  clmt  the  diffcrciioe  iu  tlieir  favor  slinll  not 
bo  "excossive,"  '•  illegal,"  'Minjnet."    I 

BocaiUQ  of  tliis  attempt  to  M^ciiro  the  fnir  nee  of  tlio  high- 
ways side  hv  eide  with  it,  the  trust  pleaded  in  tlic  Siipi-eme 
Ooort  of  New  York  that  his  appeal  to  courts  as  a  shipper  was 
a  reason  wbj  the  courts  filiould  withhold  hie  rights  as  a  stock- 
Iioldcr. 

In  making  this  plea  the  truBtces  deecribod  thonisclvea  as 
haring  been  fur  vears  persecuted  by  tl]e  iiidepoiideiit  of  Ma- 
netta,  and  motstciied  the  dry  pages  of  their  legal  plendingB 
with  n.ppe»,l8  for  the  symputby  of  the  coiirtfi  and  the  public 
lie  lias  '"diligently  and  persistently  Bought  to  become  ac- 
qnaiiitoJ  with"  our  "incthudE  of  htiginc&sand  private allairs;" 
"be  has  used  efforts  to  injure"  our  'Mmeincss";  "he  is  at- 
toinpting  to  harass,  injure,  and  annoy"  us;  "lie  has  ever 
since  .  .  .  ISTti,  when  ho  tirst  engaged  ia  biisinces, .  .  .  main 
tallied  a  hostile  attitude,  and  been  engaged  in  hostile  trans, 
aationaand  proceedings  against"  ns, . . .  '"for  the  purpose  of  in- 
juring"  ua  and  our  "business";  he  "  has  been  uninteiTuptedly 
proeccuting  ...  a  scries  of  litigations  ...  in  the  courts,  aa  well 
as  before  the  Interstate  CoiUDacrco  CominiBeion,  and  before 
an  investigating  committee  of  Congress  .  .  .  for  the  purpoM) 
of  hamsAing  anil  annoying"  us.*  And  when  in  1S9L  Uico 
was  appealing  to  the  Altoriiey-General  of  New  York  to 
bnng  suit  in  the  name  of  tho  Btatc  against  the  oil  conibi> 
nation  in  New  ^ork,  like  that  whicli  had  been  5iiccci?fifully 
bmuglit  in  Ohio,  he  waa  publicly  etigmiitiscd  in  court  as  a 
"black-mailer"  because  liO  had  oma  named  a  price  at  which 
lie  was  willing  to  sell  his  refinery  and  quit.  So  the  citi-' 
zoiiB  of  Nashville  were  called  litack-maileiii  for  competing, 
and  the  citizens  of  lintfalo  for  bringing  a  criminal  conspiracy 
to  justice. 


■Rieai&StaiitludUil.'IciuL    N«w  York  Couct  of  App«U«—Ou«  on  Appeal, 
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It  13  tliia  dancing  attendftiice  upon  State  legislattireB,  courts, 
attorDey-generals,  CoDgress,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, as  shown  in  this  recital,  which  the  modern  American 
bnsiiiefis  man  mast  add  to  Thrift,  Indastry,  and  Sobriety  as  a 
condition  of  enrvival. 


"Do  I  Tindcretaiid  yan  timt  they  Iiave  not  sought  In  any 
wav  to  make  thu  opc-rnTiniiH  of  retineries  ouUide  tlio  trust  cq( 
iltipro6tablo  that  partiea  noultl  cither  cotiio  into  the  triiat  or) 
Imve  to  abandon  the  business — lia£  anything  of  tliat  eort  boea 
done?" 

"  They  liavo  not ;  no,  eir,  they  have  not,"  wns  tho  tripio 
negative  of  the  president 

"  They  "  (tlie  trustees)  "  liave  lired  on  good  terms  with  what 
I  may  call  their  coinpetitore?'" 

"They  have;  and  havo  to-day  vei-y  pleasant  i-ciations  with 
those  gentlemen." 

**So  far  a<>  yon  know,''  he  was  asked,  **  the  prodtict  of  tho 
crude  oil  and  tho  inaniiractiii-c  and  s»lo  of  thu  rutined  oil  has 
been  alMolutely  loft  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  supply  and  do- 
niaud,  Im^  it  nut?" 

"It  lias."' 

In  llie  winter  of  1873  a  young  farmer  living  among  tho 
blue  hills  of  Wyoming,  in  wcstei'n  Now  York,  where  he  hud 
boon  born  and  bred,  was  a«ked  by  a  stranger  from  Roeh- 
Cfiter  to  help  hini  in  a  search  for  oil  lands.  The  old-fash- 
ioned quiet  of  tlie  littlo  community  was  agitated  by  tho 
hope  that  the  milk  and  honey  of  their  valleys  might  be  re* 
placed  by  a  more  preciona  flow.  Tlie  strangitr  and  his  eon 
vere  prosperous  oil  refiners,  but  a  little  cloud,  about  tho  6izo 
of  a  "trneteo'fl"  band,  had  crept  into  their  sunshine.  As 
they  set  about  drilling  a  well  on  soino  "likely-looking"  land 

>  Tcsiiiniin:r,  TriiaU,  Xe*  Tork,  UBS,  pp.  SSS-S1. 
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Uiej  had  leased,  the  etrangcr  told  the  furaer  vlijr  he  wu  so 
uixious  to  ttrike  oil  for  his  own  exclusive  u&e.    llie  reader  is 
better  prepared  tu  understand  his  explanation  thait  ibe  then 
Inexpurieuccd  agriciiltumt  to  whom  he  gave  Iiia  confidence. 
U  bod  bcfpin  to  he  difficult  for  him  to  get  a  full  and  rc^nlar 
supply  of  the  crude  pctroleoni  for  hta  vork».    There  were 
rcttriction*,  he  *aid,  about  the  nhipment*.'    What  that  meant 
"*     tlio  yoniig  farmer  was  to  team  for  him»elf. 
2         There  was  no  oil  in  Wyoming,  and  the  refiner  went  back 
^     to  Kochefiter,  and,  as  so  manj  others  Itavc  done,  sold  the  con- 
j      trol  of  his  worke,  the  Vacuum,  to   the  "eucccssful   men" 
'fjiof  the  combination,  and  stepped  silcnllj  into  the  minority 
y  ^placc.    liifl  Wyoming  friend,  Charlce  B.  Matthews,  had  cod- 
^tJ    tinaetl  in  bis  ecrricc,  and  when  the  Vnciium  was  sold  he  and 
two  other  of  its  employes  made  np  their  minds  to  go  into 
the  htisinees  of  rcfininif  iti  Bnifalo  on  their  own  aecounL 
They  were  imder  no  obligations  or  contract  lo  remain,  and 
did  not  suppose  themselves  to  have  been  sold  alon,;;  with  the 
concern.     Tlicy  were  capable  men,  and  showed  great  biiainesa 
senso  in  their  arrAiigcinciite.     Buffalo,  by  its  connections  by 
rail  and  the  lake  with  the  market,  and  its  neameea  to  the  oil 
snpply,  was  a  much  better  fLitiintion  than  Roohester  or  Clerc- 
land.     An  independent  retinitig  company — tlie  Atlas  —  was 
then  c.-oiidtriictiiig  an  independent  pi[K:  line  from  the  oil  re- 
gions to  Buffalo.     "  This  made  Bnilnlo  tbo  best  poitit  for  cs- 
(abliehiiig  refining  indiistnes  in  the  country-,  with  its  canal 
and  lake  transportation  for  tbo  products  of  tlio  factory,  and 
with  a  pipe  line,  in  the  hands  of  indcpendente,  from  the  crndo 
oil  wells  to  the  city,"  said  the  Buffiilo  Krpre»s,     Hattbov 
had  by  this  time  bad  several  ycai's*  ex)>erience  in  the  business. 
Of  the  two  with  bim,  Albert  was  a  laborer,  m-Iio  had  worked 
his  way  np  in  the  Vacuum  refinery  niitil  he  could  run  the 
etilU,  and  had  learned  how  tu  make  oil.    lie  and  his  thrifty 

■  rmpU  of  iha  fiUM  of  N«w  Turk  n.  KrtrciiL  H  at.  Court  of  Oj«t  ind  Tci^ 
minrr,  Krie  t'uuntjr,  Ptbraary,  lSHS,cuuri  ■liinoi^npher'i  rvporL  Tlilt  licin  Is 
oinltu<l  In  tli«  tnnwri|M  of  evidttux  fumiihed  fcv  l)>t  «il  trnirt  lo  the  l'«mn)itlM 
of  Cu»gtv«s  mveitigttiag  tnuU  ia  ItlSS.    S«c  Tr\t'i*,  Coagrcas,  tS^S,  p.  &01. 
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viMe  liniJ  saved  a  few  djousatid  dullni's.  He  wafi  ainljttioiifc 
Hu  lind  learned  at  sclionl  nnd  iii  tlic  army  and  at  Fourth-of- 
Juljr  celebrations  that  America  in  a  froo  cotiiitrj  for  all,  aiul 
that  tlivrv  are  no  cUeees  here,  an<L  that  any  workntau  may 
go  to  the  top.  Farmer  Mrtttlicws  had  fed  Lis  boyhood  with 
stories  of  country  boys  wlio  had  gone  to  the  city  and  inaltirod 
into  buginess  iiiagnates.  Ho  and  Albert  pooled  their  vieionaj 
«nd  tlicir  saviugs,  borrowed  6omo  money,  and  went  to  worl 
As  for  cotnpetitioii,  tliougli  tliey  knew  it  was  close,  tlicy  were 
□ot  afraid  but  thiit  tliey  could  hold  their  own  in  a  fair  fight, 
and  of  anything  hut  a  fair  tight  they  never  dreamed. 

"liow  are  you  going  to  get  yonr  crude  oiH"  Albert  and 
Matthews  were  asked  when  they  went  to  tell  their  employer 
what  they  were  going  to  do. 

"From  the  Athu)  pipe  line." 

"  Yon  will  wiiko  up  come  day  and  find  that  there  is  no  At- 
lae  Oil  Company. 

"Wo  iiavc  ways,"  ho  continued,  "of  making  money  you 
know  nothing  abonf,"  tieing,  eingtilarly  enough,  the  plirasool- 
ogy  employed  by  a  greater  man  in  tlio  interview  with  another 
WQuld-he  competitor.' 

**  Aa  gentlemen,"  he  went  on  to  Bdy,  "  I  respect  you,  but  a« 
to  the  Buffalo  Lubricating  Oil  Company  I  shall  do  all  in  tuy 
power  to  injure  or  destroy  it."  ' 

Afterwards  Albert  alone  was  sent  for.  "  Don't  you  think 
it  would  bo  better  for  yon  to  leave  these  men,  and  have 
^2o,(X)0  deposited  to  yonr  wife'3  credit  than  go  with  these 
parties  t" 

"I  went  ont  with  tltern  in  good  faith,  and  I  propose  to  stay." 

"  It  will  be  only  a  matter  of  u  few  days  with  the  BuSalo 
iufititntion  at  the  furtltcst.  Wo  wilt  crush  thorn  out,  and  yoQ 
will  lose  wliat  little  you  have  got." 

Albert  was  shown  an  elaborate  statement  of  the  cost  of 
making  oil  and  its  soiling  priee,  proving  that  tliero  was  no 
money  in  oil.*     The  record  of  dividends  was  prodneed  in 

'Seep.  hi.  <  Trjtimon/,  Tt-uaU.  Coogrcss,  1688,  pp.  S14,  8S3.  SS3. 
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court  aftervrarjs.  It  ghowed  that  jiist  before  this— Jamwiry 
18,  1S81— a  dividend  of  50  per  cent.  li«d  been  paid  ii»  one 
inontli.'  Dividends  of  $300,000  lind  been  paid  in  ISSl  on 
tlio  cnpilal  of  $100,000.  "No  nondcr  tliey  did  not  staxii 
competition,"  eaid  (lie  New  York  World. 

Those  negolialioiifi  bad  bwen  witb  tlio  Ron.  Albert  oot 
jicldirjg  to  tliia  pre^iiiiri-,  and  pnsliiiig  aliead  witii  tlio  con* 
structiou  of  tbe  rival  stills,  the  fatlier,  who  u-as  in  Califor- 
nia, came  bacfe.  At  liis  request  Albeit  again  inturriiptcd  the 
work  oti  the  new  refinery,  which  he  alonu  of  tlic  piirtnura 
could  direct,  and  came  fi-oin  BaSalo  to  liocliestcr  for  au 
interview. 

"  Von  have  msido  a  grand  mistake,"  eaid  his  old  employer, 
"  ''J  go'ns  o"*"  "^''^'  thoge  fellows.  .  .  .  The  company  will  not 
Inst  long.  .  .  .  The  result  will  be,  if  yon  »tay  with  iliein,  yon 
will  lose  all  you  have  got  in  it.  .  .  .  We  are  going  tocoiumcnco 
fiiiita  agftioet  ibciii.  Wo  will  not  only  eiie  tlieui,  but  eerve  ad 
iiijunctiou  on  tlicin  and  atop  their  work,  Tlii;  result  of  it  is 
that  when  tltese  &uiu  comiDcnce,  if  you  ui-c  id  it,  you  will  be 
responsible,  and  you  Iiave  got  b  little  money,  and  you  will 
lose  it  all. ...  If  yon  conic  back  and  work  with  ns  everything 
will  be  all  right,  and  we  will  make  everything  satisfaclorv  to 
yon." 

"  If  1  leaTo  them  it  will  learo  them  in  bad  £lia])c,"  Albert 
urge  J. 

"That  is  jiist  exactly  what  I  want  to  do,"'  his  former 
employer  replied. 

Albert  began  to  weaken.  "I  bad,"  be  afterwards  told  in 
court,.  . .  "about  $601K)  altogether,  or  a  little  more.  Tlioy 
bad  reason  to  know  that  I  bad  eoine  prrtperty  there.''*  This 
waa  all  be  had  to  bIiow  for  tliu  work  of  a  lifetime,  and  it 
began  to  look  ns  if  it  wvro  fading  away  nnder  tbcfio  reiter- 
atud  threats  and  warnings,  whicli  went  on  from  March  to 
June.  Albert  gave  way.  lie  went  to  his  lawyer,  Mr.  Trnee- 
dalc,  of  Rocbeeter.    "Wo  bavc  eonie/'  said  bis  former  cm* 


'  Comt  SUawgraiiber'a  RepiHl.  p.  lisa 
■Il^tlauBT^  Tniitf,  CoBpHi,  1889, 
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plover,  wlio  ftccompnnied  him,  *'  to  sec  what  disposition  can 
l)«  msde  of  Al's  ])roperty." 

"Tliey  aru  going  to  bust  the  company  np,"  said  Albert  to 
hie  lawyer,  when  afiked  wiiy  lio  was  going  back  to  tlie  Vac- 
nnm  Company.  "I  am  an  tndoi-»er  on  one  of  its  notes,  and 
if  1  do  not  como  back  with  tlio  V;icnuiii,  what  property  and 
raoney  1  havo  will  be  takun  away  fi'oni  ine." 

Tim  lawyer  was  pressed  to  tell  liow  Albert  could  get  out 
of  Iiis  arran^inetit  with  liis  conipiitiy.  They  could  not  get 
aloiijr  without  liitn,  and  were  not  iikc-ly  to  di«chitrgQ  him. 

'•  It  tlicy  won't  release  him  or  Lny  liim  oii(,  tlio  only  other 
way,"  said  the  lawyer,  "  \&  to  leave  tlieiti,  and  lake  tlic  coiiao- 
qncQCCS.  If  he  liaa  entered  into  a  contract  and  violated  it,  I 
prcsanic  there  will  be  a  liability  for  damages  as  Svcll  ag  for 
the  debts." 

"I  think  there  is  other  ways  for  Albert  to  get  oat  of  it," 
B«d  tlie  representative  of  the  Vacuum  method  in  commerce 
and  morals. 

"  I  Bee  no  way  except  to  back  out  or  fell  out ;  no  other  hon- 
orable way,"  persisted  the  lawyer. 

"Snpposo  he  should  .irranijo  the  machinery  ko  it  would 
bu&t  up  or  einasli  up,  what  wonld  the  eousoqucnees  be  V* 

"If  ncf^ligeutlyj  carelessly,  not  purposely  done,  he  would  be 
only  civilly  liable  for  damages  caused  by  his  negligence;  but  if 
it  was  wilfully  done,  there  would  be  a  further  ciiuiinal  liabil- 
ity  for  malicious  injuiy  to  the  property  of  the  company." 

"  Von  wouldn't  want  me,  would  you,"  eiud  the  poor  man  to 
hia  late  employer  and  friend,  "  to  do  anything  to  lay  luyself 
liable  r 

"You  have  been  police  justice,"  Raid  the  Vacnuni  man  to 
the  lawyer,  "mid  have  had  come  experience  in  eriiuinal  law. 
I  would  like  to  liavo  you  louk  np  the  law  carofulty  on  that 
point,  and  wo  will  eco  you  again.'"  Or,  in  effect;  "See 
labout  how  much  crime  we  cnii  commit,"  District  Attorney 
Qainby  parapbragcd  it  afterwards  to  the  jury. 


■TdUlmonr,  TraaU,  Uougms,  1688,  pp.  SlTifi^S-M. 


In  a  day  or  so  the  two  managers  of  tlio  Vaciuim — fattier 
and  eon — caiiio  back  agnin  witii  Albert, 

"  Uavc  you  looked  up  tlint  matter,  Mr.  Trueedale  V  asked 
they. 

"Yes,  I  liavo  looked  it  np." 

"What  do  yon  think  about  itT 

"Mv  impression  has  not  changed.  Such  a  course  would 
involve  liim  in  a  cnmlaal  liability  if  he  did  it  on  purpose. 
Everybody  wlio  advised  or  counselled  hiru  in  such  u  coorso 
would  be  cqualLy  liable  wltli  him.  Tlio  coascquenecs,  if  you 
follow  that  coui'Bc,  would  be  that  you  would  get  into  State's 
prison.  If  he  iii  an  lioni>(il  innn  he  won't  think  of  tnkinguny 
such  iictioii  as  that.  I  advise  him  to  keep  out  of  any  such 
thing." 

*'Such  thiri^  will  liavu  to  bo  found  out  before  tliey  can  be 
puniahod,'"  was  the  Vacuum  reply.  "  They  will  have  to  Hnd 
liim  before  thoy  can  do  anything  to  him.  We  will  take  caro 
of  him."  "  Having  in  mind,"  said  District  Attorney  (Juinby 
to  the  jury,  "  what  happened  afterwai-ds — that  they  should 
spirit  him  away." 

"  The  eiiggestion  is  altogether  wrong,"  persietcd  the  lawyer. 
"The  action  would  certainly  be  very  hazflrdous  ns  well  ut! 
wrong." 

On  leaving,  the  elder  of  the  two,  evidently  persisting  in  hii 
plftu,  mid  to  the  Inwyer,  "  If  you  want  to  commuiiicatc  witli 
Albert,  you  can  do  so  through  C.  M."  '—his  son. 

These  men  were  too  cai-cless  to  note  tliat  the  lawyer  they 
were  talking  to  w.is  not  their  lawyer,  but  Albert's.  When 
tliey  were  brought  to  trial  for  the  crirao  that  followed,  and 
Albert,  repentant,  tohl  the  truth,  the  lawyer  was  fi-ee  to  teellfy 
against  them.  "I  am  entirely  willing,"  said  Albert  in  court, 
"  that  Mr.  (George  Tnieodalo  shall  etate  what  took  place.  I 
withdraw  any  legal  objectiuna  I  might  hare." 
Y  "^liu  accident  whicli  has  let  uit  see  how  the  employtl-a  of  a 
/tnut  coolly  debated  with  lawyers  the  policy  uf  blowing  np  & 
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OoiDpetilor'g  vorkg,  is  oqo  of  tho  fow  glimpses  the  AmcrtoaiiN 
public  will  cvor  get  iuto  tie  relatione  of  great  legul  lights  and  / 
law-re  form  ep8  with  tlie  mi^'hty  capitalisls  w!iu  -wreck  railroadg 
and  execute  wholesale  eorniptiuu  of  courts,  lirglslatnres,  and 
trnstecs,  and  evade  and  tranggrcse  the  laws  with  the  sure  march 
of  thoi'c  wlio  know  tint  indictments  and  bail-horitle  and  verdicts 
of  "guilty"  nnd  the  penitentiary  nre  only  for  men  not  rich 
enough  to  pkn  crime  "  by  udvtce  of  coungcl.'V  Whon  euch 

.men  went  marandinfi;  through  the  treasury  of  a' great  railroad 
and  tlio  courts  of  an  Empire  State,  we  saw  the  greatest  of 
law- reform  era,  with  a  Iiost  of  legal  Inminaries,  pickctiDg  and 

ttcoating  for  them.  K very  son nd  in  nature  if  phonogroplied 
jinewherajas  its  waves  strike,  and  Judgment  Day  will  be  rich 
vtth  the  revelations  from  these  invisible  rolls  of  the  confiden- 
tial con  rersations  hctivetn  ''trnsteea"  and  counsel,  who  aro 
not  liotiorahle  lawyers  as  George  Trnesdalo  was,  prostitnting 
tlioir  functions  aa  '*  officers  of  courts"  into  those  of  olSicers  of 
crime. 

All  these  trips  from  Buffalo  to  Rochester  for  these  inter- 
Tiews  made  had  hrcalcs  in  the  construction  of  tlio  worke  of 

'the  new  company  at  Bntfalo.    The  partners,  who  were  wholly 

-dependent  npon  Albert's  knowledge  and  experience  for  the 
building  of  the  refinery,  and  running  it  when  built,  were 
mystiticd  and  alarme^l.  Time  and  again  be  ran  away  without 
a  word  to  them,  and  all  work  wonUl  stop  nntll  ha  cnnie  buck. 
Wlico  he  was  on  hand  his  task  did  not  prosper  as  if  hia  heart 
were  Mill  in  it.  When  one  of  the  three  stills  of  the  n:tiii- 
Cry  bad  been  set  up  ready  for  use,  and  before  any  oil  was 
run,  Albert  went  np  to  Kochesler  again.  At  this  rcndczvons 
the  einistpr  snggeGtioii  of  **  doing  soraetliing"  was  rt^pciitcil. 
*' You  go  back  to  Huflalo  and  construct  the  pipes  and  stills  so 
that  they  cannot  make  good  oil,  and  then  if  you  would  give 
them  a  little  scare  . .  .  they  not  knowing  anything  about  tlie 

'bofiinees  .  .  .  you  know  how  to  do  it."  Swearing  ho  -would 
not  consent,  but  already  snccumbing  to  this  temptation,  as 
he  bad  given  way  to  the  threat  of  ruin,  he  replied  se  before: 
"I  don't  propose  to  do  anything  to  malce  myself  criminally 


liable.'**  At  tUcir  euggo&tion  he  took  *  mnn  tbcy  fiont  all 
ibrotigh  tlio  now  works,  showing  Lim  liow  tlic  stills  iiad  boon 
constructed,  how  the  oil  was  to  be  made,  and  nil  tho  details 
of  tli«  rofinerj.' 

The  duy  came  at  last — long  expected,  delayed  by  the&e  an* 
accountable  abBencea  —  when  the  inenibere  of  the  new  com. 
paiiy  were  to  liAve  the  liappinefis  of  seeing  their  enterpriae 
eet  going.  The  one  still  tliat  was  ready  was  tilled  with  crude 
oil.  The  morning  of  the  start  Albert  weij^lited  down  the 
safcty-VAlvG  with  heavy  iioii,  and  piicked  it  witli  [iliuter  of 
Paris.  "Fire  this  still,*'  lie  f;aid  to  bin  llreinun,  "»s  heavy 
86  yon  possibly  can.*'  Ttie  firenmn  did  us  lie  was  ordered. 
During  the  ftiri;no(>ii  Albert  caino  to  lurn.  "Damn  it!"  ho 
eaid, ''you  itin't  firing  this  etill  liitlf.  l-'iru  this  still!  I  want 
yon  to  tiro  this  &tilll  Yon  ain't  got  no  fire  nndcr  it!"  IIo 
took  the  fcliovel  htmsetf  and  threw  eonic  coni  in,  nitbongli 
there  wnti,  ns  the  Hrcmnn  expressed  it,  "an  icordinary  tire." 
The  fire-box  grew  cherry  red.' 

Albert  knew  well  cnongli  wlmt  the  next  chapter  in  the 
history  of  his  aesociatcs  was  likely  to  be.  lie  bad  carried  a 
dark-lautern  into  the  still-room  oue  day  wlien  bo  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Vaoniim,  "1  was  badly  burned  by  the  explo- 
sion," he  testiticd  before  the  coroner's  jnry  inveBtlgaling  the 
explosion  in  Rochester,  in  1SS7.  There  woru  funr  explosions 
in  the  Vacnnni  works  while  he  was  there.  In  the  second, 
four  men  were  burned.  As  ono  of  tbcni  ran  to  get  water, 
with  his  clothes  burning,  he  set  fire  to  the  gas  corning  out  of 
tbo  sewer.  P'Iuqicb  llafbed  alt  about  biin.  '^  There's  hull  all 
around  1"  lie  oxclaitued.  The  tbird  cxp]o»on  came  from  an 
overheated  condensing- pipe,  and  destroyed  ono  of  the  bitild- 
inga.  Tbo  fourth  burned  up  thiec  tanks.  Komembering  all 
titis,  lie  now  took  liiin&elf  off  to  the  grounds  of  the  Atlas 
Company,  ont  of  harm's  reach.  The  brickwork  about  tbo  still 
cracked  apart  with  the  heat. 

But  tbo  "smuli-ap  or  something"  had  not  been  tlioroagUly 
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arranged.  Despite  tlio  henvj  weight  itnd  the  packing  of 
plaetcr,  the  sttfcty-valve  lifted  itself  under  the  uniisiinl  press- 
ure, and  wag  a  safety-valve  yet.  It  was  blowTt  open,  and  a 
large  mass  of  vajrar  rose  nnd  spread.  This  wn»  the  real  ncci- 
dent:  that  the  safetj-vnlve  broke  loose  instead  of  keeping 
the  gases  in  to  explode,  as  imd  been  jilanncd.  The  spreading 
vapor  waft  not  ateaiii,  as  tliat  bad  not  been  admitted  to  the 
Still,  but  the  gas  of  distilling  petroleum,  as  intlnminable  ns  gun- 
powder. There  was  danger  still,  as  great  nlniost  as  tliat  of 
explosion.  A  apark  of  lire,  and  it  would  have  wrapped  all 
within  ita  reach  in  flames.  The  holier  lires  were  Iml  twenty 
feet  distant;  nut  far  from  them  the  distilled  oil  vrns  being 
gatliercd  in  the  "  tnit-hontio" ;  nL-ar  the  tail-hnniic  Atood  the 
tauka  of  crude  oil,  hundreds  of  barrels  of  the  fuel  that  con- 
flagration loves — ^tlio  kind  of  fuel  tho  et>ok6  nso  who,  begin- 
ning with  koro£cno  for  kindling,  make  tlic  whole  iiouse  into  a 
[tlove,  and  cook  them&olres  and  the  family  with  tho  breakfast. 
The  kindly  wind  of  a  June  day  carried  the  cloml  of  gaa 
avsy  from  tlie  tii-e  nntil  it  passed  out  of  sight.  ''^The  nnsuaX 
pectiDg,  inexperienced  men,  wliose  lives  and  property  had 
been  at  tho  merey  of  explosion,  knew  nothing  of  their  perir 
until  years  afterwards,  The  worst  they  knew  then  was  that 
the  "  hntcb  '*  of  *2(}0  barrels  of  petroleum  was  spoiled,  and  that 
Albert,  the  only  practieal  man  among  them,  was  gone,  leaving 
them  erip])leJ  for  a  year.  They  waited  for  him,  bnt  lie  did 
not  come.  Tiiey  looked  fur  him,  but  could  not  Bnd  him. 
Katthuws  went  to  tlic  depot  night  after  night,  sometimes 
•t  midnigbt,  or  later,  to  watch  tho  trains,  but  Albert  never 

came. 

"What  would  bo  the  conBoqnenccs?"  Albert  wnR  asked 
afterwards  in  court,  when  he  was  telling  about  "  the  pretty 
heavy  fires  *' lie  had  made  under  the  still — '' what  would  be 
the  conseqnences  in  case  too  Iiot  tiros  were  HppHed,  and  the 
gas  should  blow  off  the  pipes  and  become  ignited  '(" 

"The  consequences  would  be  that,  if  ignited,  there  would 


a  tire. 
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An  Associated  IVcss  despatch  ft'oin  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
June  30,  ISOO,  dcecnbing  an  explosion  in  an  oil  refinery  tliere, 
and  llie  "five  acres  of  fire"  that  followed,  rcprodnpce  for  ns 
the  picture  wUich  it  had  been  planned  to  paint  at  Buffalo  as 
part  of  tlie  panorama  of  *'  ttio  ordinary  rules  of  eupplj  and 
demand."  A  tfliik-cnr  had  Ix-cn  opened  to  run  eonio  uii  out. 
As  the  workmen  lifted  iKo  cap  from  the  nianhexd  of  the  tank 
a  cloud  of  gae  ponrcd  forth.  It  had  been  generated  simply 
by  the  heat  of  the  Miniincr  enn,  without  the  aid  of  an  *'inor- 
dinary"  hot  tire.  The  iitcu  jumped  and  ran.  Before  Ihey 
had  taken  a  dozen  stops  tlio  vapor,  spreading  over  the  ground 
and  moving  vith  the  wind,  had  reached  ouq  of  the  sheds  near 
by  in  which  there  wiis  a  lire.  There  was  a  flash.  The  men 
were  bathed  in  a  kke  of  Are.  Tliey  rjin  with  tlie  fl.inie8 
Btrcaniiiig  from  tlietn.  At  the  infirmary  their  bodie;!  were 
found  to  be  charred  in  HpoLs,  litcnilly  rousted  alirc,  and  the 
flesh  dropped  oS  oB  tlieir  clolliiug  was  removed.  Thrco  men 
died  and  several  were  injured. 

Beveral  years  after  the  Bnffato  explosion,  when  those  con- 
victed for  their  part  in  it  were  fighting  for  stay  of  proceed- 
ing8,  new  trial,  atiylhitig  to  escape  sentence,  and  wen?  trying 
by  every  means  in  tlicir  power  to  iuiprege  upon  the  public  th« 
altogether  innocent  character  of  the  little  incident  at  the  works 
of  their  rival,  something  liappened  at  their  own  works — the 
Vacuum  in  KoeboGter — wliicli  gave  tlie  people  an  appalling 
sense  of  the  terrors  of  the  new  school  of  supply  and  demand- 
Naphtha  i«  ouo  of  the  by-produets  of  petroleum  distillation, 
and  is  uited  by  the  g»s  coinpanic^  in  the  tnanufacturti  of  the 
greased  air  they  furnish  under  the  name  of  gas.  The  Vacuum 
Company  were  selling  their  naphtha  to  the  Rochester  Gas 
Company.  It  was  delivered  to  the  gaa  company  thiuiijh  a 
pipe  line.  On  tlie  afternoon  of  December  21,  18.S7,  there  was 
nn  explosion  on  Piatt  Street,  Roi'hcDler,  tearing  away  the  pax'e- 
ment,  shattering  the  haKement  of  a  building,  and  filling  llio  air 
with  missiles.  In  n  few  seconds  another  explosion  occurred 
ft  short  distance  away,  making  a  hole  in  the  street  several  feet 
in  diameter,  from  which  came  largo  volumes  of  smoke  and 
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Sxtne.  A  tlilrtl  and  fourtli  "bust-iip"  rapidly  followed,  atid 
Ihen  a  fiftli,  in  tho  Olititoti  Flouring  Mill,  tearing  nvny  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  bliildlug,  blowing  ofF  tlie  rooE  and 
upper  stories  of  tlio  Jefferson  dlill  adjctiiiing;,  and  shattering 
the  Washington  Mill.  Tho  Jefferson  and  Clint&n  and  Wash- 
ington iiiilU  were  burned  to  ttic  ground.  Pcoplo  u'ttru  killed 
by  %)ii^  debris,  burned  to  death,  smashed  by  falling  vulls, 
crippled  by  jainpiiig  from  the  upper  stories  of  factoricB  and 
uiiIIb  on  fire.  "  Tiiere  is  probably  no  chemical  product,"  flays 
Professor  Joy,  of  Uolumhia  College,  "wliich  lias  occaaiuncd 
the  \osiA  of  eo  many  lives  and  tho  de«tniction  of  eo  tniich  prop- 
erty .13  naphtlia.  .  . .  Krom  iw  highly  explosive  and  inlUmma- 
ble  riatiira  it  hvta  proved  liltlu  better  in  tho  liandii  of  ignorant 
people  than  6o  much  guiipDwder.'^ 

"  The  coansel  for  the  defenec,"  Raid  Difitrict  A  ttorney  Qiiin- 
by.  in  stimtning  up  tho  casu  before  the  jury,  "laughed  at  the 
idea  of  Matthews  and  hie  uesociutce  coining  to  Buffalo  with  a 
littlo  money  to  compete.   I  congrntutatc  him  that  inetcad  of  de- 
fending for  conspiracy  ho  ie  not  hero  to-dny  pleading  for  tlio  de- 
fendants' livcfi.     If  a  poreon  had  been  killed,  and  it  had  been 
tinder  tho  advice  and  iustruction  of  bis  clients,  he  would  liavo 
been  differently  »itimtcd  from  wliat  ho  is  to^lay.    IIow  well  you 
men  may  be  tliankful  that  the  gases  from  this  still  did  not  flow 
down  and,  becoming  ignited,  explode  and  Jiill  tho  fireman!  Yoii 
ought  to  get  dowa  on  your  kneea  and  thank  your  God  that 
Providence  prevented  any  such  tprrihlo  thing  as  that  for  you." 
After  tho  "bust-up"  had  heoii  planned,  and  before  it  was 
done,  one  of  the  Vacuum  managers  went  to  New  York,  where 
tbe  **  trustees"  for  wlioiii  he  uas  niaimgingtbe  company  were. 
After  the  *'b«st-up*'  Albert  heard    by  telegram  frotn  Now 
York,  aa  hnd  bcnn  arranged,  and  went  to  meet  his  old  ctn- 
F;ployer.     "What  do  j-ou  say  to  going  down  to  lio&ton?"  ho 
was  asked  on  bis  arrival.     Later  a  man  came  in  and  was  in- 
troduced hy  the  name  of  one  of  tho  three  trustees  wim  pur- 
,  diated  and  directed  the  Vacuum.    On  leiiving,  this  "  trnstee" 
kftaid  :  "  I  will  see  you  again  if  you  do  not  gn  to  Iloston."     He 
ItUnB  showed  that  ho  know  of  the  plan  that  Albert  should  be 
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talcen  iMny,  and  that  tbej  fthonld  go  to  Boston.  Tbe  mfto- 
iger  of  tlie  Vxfuutn  now  gave  tbe  world  agcnoioe  illnstration 
of  tUe  liarmonj  of  labor  and  capital.  He  couldn't  let  Albert 
oat  of  bis  ligbt,  Tlicjr  went  to  Boston  on  the  Fall  River 
boat.  The  r«|iree«ntatiTC  of  a  btiodred  miUJoDS  took  tba 
laborer  iato  bis  own  ttato-room,  and  at  Boston  carried  him 
into  tbe  uplendors  of  Vonng'g  Hotel,  vliere  be  r^pstered. 
Darning  bimwlf  "and  friend,"  and  they  shared  one  bedroom. 
They  went  to  church  together,  and  to  Nantaskct  Bcacii.  his 
friend  introdacing  Albert  to  thoee  whom  tbcr  met  tinder  an 
u»uuied  name.  "  You  dot^t  wont  to  bo  known  here,'*  bo 
Mtd,  "and  I  will  introdncc  you  by  the  namo  of  Milner." 

**  That  is  the  name  I  was  known  by  while  I  was  tlierc." 

"Albert  liM  nothing  to  fear,*'  said  District  Attorney  Qain- 
bj  on  bis  trial.  "He  bad  never  been  in  Boston  before  in 
bis  life.  He  bad  no  acquaintance  there.  There  was  no  rea- 
son why  be  slioiild  he  registered  'and  friend'  at  tbe  hotel. 
There  was  no  reason,  so  far  its  he  was  concerned,  that  be 
should  be  introdnccd  under  a  fictitious  name,  except  that 
his  employer  bad  been  Ecliooled  iu  the  wonderful  university 
known  a«"  the  oil  combination.  In  Boeiou,  on  a  ]k[()ndu.y, 
on  the  Common,  within  sight  of  the  equestrian  statue  of  tbe 
Father  of  his  Cuuntry,  his  former  cmployt-r  inude  a  contnict 
with  Albert  to  \Kky  him  915(K)  a  year  for  doing  nothiug  ex- 
cept staying  awny  from  Buffalo. 

"Tou  won't  have  much  to  do,  and  yon  can  etay  here  in  Bos- 
ton, and  keep  nwny  from  those  fellows,  and  we  will  protect 
you." 

"  Who's  going  to  make  iip  if  those  fellows  oome  on  and  sue 
mo  for  damages!  Wlio  will  make  up  this  loss  that  1  hare 
been  going  to  by  sacrilieing  my  property  ?" 

"Leave  that  to  rne;  I  will  Sx  that  nil  right.  Yon  do  just 
UB  1  tell  you,  and  yon  will  come  out  all  riglit.  ...  Go 
wherever  you  like,  stop  where  yon  like,  and  we  will  pay  all 
jronr  cxpeusea  while  yon  are  hero." ' 
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Albert  loafed  About  DostoQ  scvcivil  woclcs,  sr>mctim«e  lielp- 
ingto  roll  a  Wrrel  of  oil  in  the  Vactinm's  store.  WIibii  he 
wanted  money  he  asked  for  it  and  got  it.  He  hsd  onct-  been 
a  imrd  drinker.  J)€6triiction  waa  as  careles&ly  invited  upon 
the  soul  of  a  poor  brother  as  upon  the  lircs  and  property  of 
competitors,  lie  liung  around  Boston  and  Kocbcster  nearly 
a  yexr.  Then  hie  old  cmidoyor,  who  was  in  California,  sent 
for  him  to  como  tliero  to  help  in  &  fruit  cannerVj  his  salary 
continninj,'  as  before.  From  the  moment  lie  deserted  his 
partners,  as  Judyc  Edward  Hatch,  the  counsel  for  Jlaltliews, 
stated  in  the  civil  snit  for  damngeH  in  this  conspiracy,  Alijert 
"ntver  eanifd  cnonj^b  to  cover  the  end  of  your  knife-blade 
with  E-iIt  at  your  dinner.  Uat  thoy  pay  him,  in  salary  atidV 
bonnii,  over  §;4()ilO.  Whyi  To  get  him  nwny,  and  to  stiflot 
lawful,  legitimate;,  and  honest  eompetition  ;  to  etitio  that  which 
brings  into  every  poor  man's  liome  an  article  of  necessity  | 
at  a  cheaper  rate."  Ho  stayed  in  California  a  few  months,/ 
and,  finally,  eickciied  of  the  disgrnccfnl  part  ho  w&s  playing,' 
turned  at  bay,  and  gave  notice  that  he  was  going  to  leave, 
"This  is  kind  of  »iu(ldcti,''  the  agent  of  Lie  cm|)loyers  replied, 
hntsaid  lie  won  Id  write  to  the  principal  director  in  Kew  York 
and  adi'ieo  that  he  release  Iiint.  '' Yoii  will  give  me  time, 
won't  you  \  You  know  it  takes  a  couple  of  weeks  or  longer 
to  do  business  from  here  to  New  York.*'  Albert  waited,  and 
in  time  the  word  came  from  \ew  York.  "  I  have  heard  from 
the«c  parties,  and  they  are  willing  to  release  you." ' 

Albert,  who  bad  put  liimself  into  the  cxtraurdiiiary  position 
in  wiiic'li  bo  wafi  on  the  ropeatyd  plcdgu's  uf  tho  tempters  that 
they  would  iiiako  it  ''all  right"  with  hlin,  and  protect  him 
from  lofis  and  hanii,  found  that  ho  had  jnit  his  "  trutit  la 
princes."  When  lie  came  to  settle  lie  espceled  that  those  for 
whom  he  had  Hncriiiccd  hie  honor,  Via  prupurty,aiid  his  career 
wonld  inako  him  some  compensation.  la  answer  to  tho  qncs- 
tioQ  how  much  thoy  ought  to  mnkc  up  to  him,  he  named 
^000  or  ^10,000,  which  was  certainly  little  enough,  in  view 
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of  tlie  fact  tliat  tlic  buiinois  Lc  lind  6AcnRc«<]  to  tlieni  was  ono 
in  wliitli,  as  tlio  Vncimin'e  caroer  eliowcci,  $100  shares  came  to 
be  wortli  ^20Cti  eacli.  (But  Iho  ropi-t-eentativo  uf  the  tniBt 
declared  lie  conld  not  tbink  of  «ucli  a  lliliig,  and  iii  full  of  all 
obligations  gave  him  notliing  but  ibe  balance  duo  of  tbe  wagea 
ftgrced  oo.  ,  Tiieii  lie  asked  Albert  to  hold  biiiiself  still  fur- 
ther at  tlicir  Bcrvice.  A^  tlic;  parted,  he  said :  ''  Xow  wis  Imvo 
6cUlcdiip;nowweare(toodfrieadB.  .  .  .  If anythingovercomea 
Tip  in  this  matterl  would  like  to  have  voii  stand  hy  ns.  .  .  .  Wo 
will  see  tliat  yon  aro  pitid  all  I'ight,  and  give  vou  it'Sa  a.  dnj 
while  we  need  your  eervicce.'*  Albert  replied  that  be  did  imt 
feci  under  any  obligations  to  the  oil  coiiiblualiori.  *'I  do  not 
know  as  uiy  intcreet  lays  that  way.  I  do  not  think  I  elisll  do 
auything  to  benefit  tbera  ;  they  have  injnrod  me  nil  that  tboy 
can  ;  thoy  have  awitclied  inc  all  around,  nil  over  the  country; 
tboy  liavogotnio  out  of  employ,  not  given  rae  anything  tudo, 
which  t  sought  to  have  them  do.  I  do  not  think  they  have 
used  me  riglit.  and  T  have  eacrificcd  cousidurablu  money  by 
thie  transaction, and  yun  have  always  promised  that  it  would 
be  made  good,  and  you  ha\'o  not  doDC  so."  ' 
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M-v-miEws  knew  nothinif  and  enspocted  nothing  about  the 
vcist  part  of  tlie  plot  agaitiet  him  until  Albcrt'e  lawyer,  BIr. 
Tnieeditlc,  nearly  four  years  later,  wae  called  iipuu  to  testify  ' 
in  the  euit  Matthews  brought  for  dama;^  against  the  Vac-  ' 
noin  people.  This  euit  was  to  recover  from  tliom  ftir  having) 
euticeJ  Albert  away,  and  having  pcreccuted  Matthews  with] 
false  and  nialicious  euits;  but  Trucsdale'e  evidence  at  onco 
rcrcalcd  that  there  had  been  u  deeper  dumoatioQ  etill  in  tlio 
conspiracy  against  him.  Mr.  Matthews,  one  day  on  the  street 
in  BnfTnlo,  ran  serosa  Albcrtj  who  had  just  como  bncl;  from 
California. 

"No  man  ever  used  another  meaner  than  I  have  yon,"  eaid 
tlie  now  repvntatit  man  to  liim,  volunteering  all  the  informa- 
tion he  had,  and  agreeing  to  testify  if  called  on.  This  reve- 
lation made  the  farmor-rctiner  a  rcfonnec*'  This  wa&  the 
pnblic'd  busincw.  If  guch  thin^  could  b«  plotted  and  done 
with  impunity  by  one  man  against  another,  there  was  an  end 
forthwith  of  every  liberty  the  rcpiiblio  Uwi^ted.  Especially 
menacing  was  such  a  eonspiracy  when  concerted  by  the  rich 
fanatic  of  bueincea  against  the  [Kiorcr  citizen  to  prevent  the 
latter  from  disputing  the  claim  that  u  great  market  was  a 
private  preserve,  imd  that  the  right  to  trade  in  it  i&  a  privilege 
which  "  belongs  to  iis."  '  Mattlicw«  could  have  U6cd  his  dis- 
covery as  an  irresistible  wenpon  to  force  bis  enemy  to  his 
knees,  bnt  he  laid  his  evidence  before  the  dietrict  attorney. 
Thig  official  presented  it  to  the  grand-jury,  which  fonod  that 
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tho  farts  warranted  iridiclincnts.  Wlieii  t!ic  fii'st  indictment 
was  «|iiiikIiu<1  on  technical  grounds  a  second  gnuid-jnry.  sifting 
tlio  facts,  ftgjvcd  with  tlie  firet  tliat  the  accused  gUould  Im  held 
to  »D6Wcr  in  tho  criminal  courts.  This  wns  six  years  after  the 
crinac.  ,  The  fivo  personB  indicted  were  tho  two  fortnor  owners 
of  the  Tacmini,  now  tho  resident  managers  of  it  for  tho  coin- 
hination,  and  the  three  ni'emhei-s  of  the  oil  trust,  as  the  combi- 
nation then  called  itself,  who  had  bought  the  Vacuum  for  it, 
and  had  been  elected  hy  tho  trustees  directors  to  manage  it 
for  tliem,  and  had  eo  managed  it  oven  to  tlic  most  jjicayiine 
;  details.  The  ease  cawglit  the  cars  of  the  world,  not  because 
I  crime  was  ohar^od  against  nien  who  liad  dazzled  even  tho 
,  goW-fihued  e_vc9  of  their  cpoL-Ii  by  the  inotcor-like  flash  of 
their  flight  from  poverty  into  a  larger  share  of  "property"— 
tine  property  of  othcra— llian  any  other  group  of  iiiilliviiairos 
,  bad  Meimilated  in  an  c<[wn\  period;  not  for  that,  bnl  iMieatige 
'  the  charges  of  crime  against  those  quickest-richest  men  were 
to  be  brought  to  trial,  Memliergi  of  tiio  combination  hiid  been 
often  licensed;  they  had  been  indicted.  This  was  llie  liret 
time,  as  District  Attorney  Qninby  said  in  his  speech  (o  tho 
jury,  that  they  had  found  a  clti^^en  hOncst  enough  and  hravu 
en^ugli  to'stund  np  againiit  tliein— the  only  one.  '"Tlici-e  iu 
110  man,"  be  eiiid,  "so  rct^pccted  to>d.iy  in  Ilnffalo  as  he  for  tlio 
method  he  has  ueed  to  bring  these  men  to  justice.*'  lie  enc- 
cccdcd  in  doing  alone  what  the  united  producers  of  the  oil 
r<^ions  failed  to  do,  although  their  resoupcoR  vrere  infinitely 
greater.  The  people  of  the  entire  oil  country  failed  utterly 
to  do  so  mucli  as  get  the  mcmbei's  of  tho  oil  combination, 
when  indicted  for  conspiracy  in  1879,  to  oome  into  conrt  to 
be  tried.  .AH  its  principal  men  were  indictcd-^the  president, 
the  vice-president,  tho  ecci-ctary,  tho  cashier,  and  others.  Tiioy 
could  not  even  be  got  to  give  bail.  One  of  them  liad  eaid 
when  the  indictnicnts  were  found,  that  the  oa.te  would  never 
be  tried,  and  it  never  has  been.  .  The  Governor  would  not 
tno%'0  to  have  those  of  thu  accused  who  were  nou- i-esidents 
extradited,  as  he  would  have  done,  doc»  daily,  in  tho  case  of 
ior  men,  and  tho  courts  so  taiigtod  up  the  qiicstiors  of  pro- 
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cedare  that  the  people  witliclrew,ard  left  tlio  hidietmenta,  as- 
tbey  remain  to  this  da}',on  tllo'  in  the  Clarion  Cuunly  court, 
swinging  like  the  body  of  some  luart^r  ou  a  rouJ-bidc  git)hot 
in  the  itagiin  dajs.  polluting:  the  air  and  tnoekiiig  justice' 

That  the  truat  was  tliovoiiglily  aliinued,  and  eiiw  tlic  ncccs- 
elty  of  rullying  all  itin  i-eaourcvs  to  sare  itself,  was  apparant 
from  tliB  foriiiiiluhtu  dis|iUy  with  whinli  it  nppcnrcd  in  the 
court- room.  Preneiit  with  tlie  (ive  def»riidants,  as  if  also  ofi 
trial — a  fioltd  phalanx — wuru  its  president,  the  vice-pi-esideiif, 
the  manager  of  ita  pipe-line  systeni.  tlio  principal  repi-esenta- 
tivca  of  the  trust  iti  Uuffalo,  liiul  muny  others.  Their  regular 
attorney  of  New  Vork  was  present  witli  two  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  IJuffalo.  Hi>8ide&  these  there  was  a  distingnishcd 
man  from  KoeheHter,  reputed  the  nblest  lawyer  in  weateni 
Now  York,  wlioso  voice  is  often  heard  in  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Washington.  lie  had  two  ttn[)ortant  inemherH  nf  the  liucih- 
etter  bur  as  asMstuiils,  one  of  chetn  in  the  tiumming  up  uii- 
mcreifully  scored  by  the  District  Attorney  for  fixing  wit- 
□cs»cs;  and,  not  leant,  a  wcll-kuown  United  States  District 
Attorney,  wlio  made  the  conrenlion  apeeehos  by  wliich  n 
difltingniehed  eitixen  of  Buffalo  was  nominated,  sueceesircly 
and  sueoceefully,  for  Slieriff,  Mayor,  Governor,  and  President. 
The  defendants  come  here,  said  the  people's  attorney,  with 
the  best  legal  tnient  the  country  afTords,  the  beet  the  profos- 
eion  can  furnish  ;  for  the  trust — ''  tliey  aro  practically  the  do- 
fetidanta  in  tlud  action — with  its  great  wealth,  hus  the  choice 
of  legal  talent."  Other  eminent  lawyers  wtTO  also  consultod, 
bnt  were  nut  preHeiil.  Kevor  was  a  weak  defence  made  tlio 
meet  of  with  more  skill  than  those  gentlemen  exhibited  upon 
tlie  trial.  .  .  .  Tint  great  as  was  the  ability  of  tlie  defeneo, 
Mr.  George  T.  Quinhy,  llio  District  Attorney,  and  his  uaeist- 
ant,  William  L.  Marcy,  proved  a  match  for  tliem.  ;  E™ry  \ 
political  and  moneyed  inlliicncc  that  ct>uld  be  brought  to  bear  ,' 
Wis  need  to  mislead  the  District  Attorney,  but  all  to  no  pni-- 
pose.-    The  jnry  eonid  see  that  tlio  comjilainant,  Charles  B. 
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id  not  g«t  tlie  iodictmoTit  to  sell  out,  otherwise  he 
would  Lave  8o1d  it  oat  and  not  have  insifited  upon  a  trial.  The 
fact  tliat  the  ea»o  was  on  triiil,  at  a  cost  of  uiaiir  thousands 
of  dollais  to  tlie  defeudanls,  was  conclusive  upon  thai  ]>oint. 
An  emiMaty,  trying  to  get  IrUtthcws  to  call  off  the  District 
Attorner  and  to  hnsh  up  this  criminal  prosecntion,  said  the 
oil  trust  eould  "  giro  him  anytliing,  even  to  Itoing  governor  of 
a  T\'est«rn  territory."  '  *'  You  -will  have  n  chance,"  Matthews 
told  the  IJistrict  Attorney,  "to  line  the  street  from  your 
honnc  to  tlic  City  Ilall  willi  gold  I)rick9."  But  this  piihlic 
]>nK»ccutor  had  no  price.  He  grasped  the  full  scope  of  this 
extraordinary  case,  wliich  involved  not  only  a  crimo  ngainct 
per^ong  and  against  the  pcoplo,  but  against  that  true  com- 
merce of  reciprocal  and  equal  service  on  which  alone  the  new 
civilization  of  humanity  can  rest. 

The  room  in  the  Duffi^lo  court-house,  where  the  case  was 
being  heard,  was  bright  vrith  the  snnsliine  of  a  May  day, 
putting  out  the  shadows  of  indictments  and  verdicts  lurking 
in  oornei';^  and  pigeon-holes.  Althongh  it  was  a  criminal  case, 
the  on-lookcr  eaw,  Btrant^o  as  it  seemed,  that  whatever  fltraini 
there  was  in  the  sitnntion  »p]>eared  to  be  felt  leo-it  by  the/ 
flocnsed,  and  nioKt  by  the  pulilia  and  the  jury.  The  nearer 
the  eyes  of  tlie  on-looker  travelled  towariis  the  prisoners,  the 
ligliter  and  brij^litcr  was  the  scene.  Close  to  the  acctitjed  sat 
•  buncli  full  of  notahU-e,  evidently  friends  lending  moral  sup- 
port. Tlint  the  booch  was  occupied  by  men  of  importanco 
was  evident.  They  were  eupporlod  by  platoons  of  eminent 
courii;^'!  and  detectives.  Only  the  judgo  ttetmycd  no  con- 
Bciuufinuss  of  tho  presence  of  the  herd  of  millionaires.  The 
wirift[wrings  and  pointings  and  naminga  by  one  spectator  to 
another  showed  that  the  people's  curiosity  was  greatly  excitcKn 
by  the  sight  of  the  richest  men  in  the  oonntry,  if  not  in  the) 
world,  with  attendant  TnlUionaire  csqatres  in  or  about  tho  dock 
of  a  criminal  eowrt.  On  this  particular  day  the  notables  and 
their  suitti  had  come  tn  specially guod-humor.    Nodsofkindly 
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recognition  wont  about  and  smilca  rippled  cveiywiicre  «8, 
settled  into  their  seats,  limy  liftvncd  to  tlie  recital  bv  the 
victicsEce.  It  had  been  m  good  as  a  pl»y  to  hear  the  work-i 
ing-inan,  Albert,  tell  on  the  6tand  how  ho  had  been  bribed  and 
threatened  with  ruin  niitil  ho  yioldod  to  (ho  fiiiggeetiou  tliat 
he  shonld  "biiet  up"  the  works  of  hie  friunds,  partniirw,  luij, 
employers,  and  run  away.  There  had  been  nothing  fuiiry  to 
Albert  in  tlioee  threatB :  "  We  will  nun  yon,"  "  We  will  crush 
yon,"  "  Yon  will  li>se  wliat  little  you  have  got  left."' ' 

"  Then  the  compensation  you  got  wm  $300  and  the  ploaaurc 
of  selling  out  yoiir  friends  I"  Albert  was  asked  by  one  of  the 
great  lawyens.*  Albert  flid  nut  smile,  but  "thcv  eoomod  to 
wijoy  hugely,"  reported  the  jiresn,  •'  the  idea  that  men  could 
be  bought  60  cheap."  Tlio  eminent  counsel  of  the  prisonera 
took  the  cue  from  their  olicnts,  anil  treated  tlie  proceedings 
BH  a  farce.  Wlion  the  State's  Attonioy  was  qncstioning  his 
vitncsscs,  they  objected  to  Itis  qucstious  vrith  lauglis  and 
moors  until  he  bceamo  iiidignftut,  and  aefced,  with  consider- 
able einpliasifi,  to  have  the  johe  explained  to  him — a  need 
the  jury  also  felt,  as  their  verdict  showed.  When  the  llostoii 
agent  uf  the  tnist  told  that  liis  inii(r<ictions  from  Iie^quar* 
tcre  were  that  if  there  was  to  be  any  selling  at  a  losa  to  let 
llie  new  competitor  have  the  lose,*  they  all  laughed  again. 

So  all  tho  morning  there  hmt  been  fine  sport  in  the  conrt- 
room,  and  the  guodhumor  had  ri-ien  higher  with  every  fresh 
incident  in  the  entertainment  until  Albert's  wife  took  her 
place  in  tltc  witneA»<  box.  She,  too,  raised  a  l^ngl],  but  it 
was  not  she  wlio  laughed.  Serious  enough  she  was  when 
taking  her  place  on  tho  vitnc&s-stand.  Slie  had  to  face  theio 
(jentlemon,  before  whose  hundreds  of  nnllion&  her  husband's 
little  vontnro  had  withered,  but,  as  she  hci-eolf  afterwards  said: 
"  I  wasn't  afraid  of  them,  but  I  was  nervous.  But  as  soon  aa 
I  got  talking  I  didn't  care  anything  for  thcni,  although  they, 
alt  &at  there  in  front,  in  a  row,  locikitig  straight  at  me.'* 

The  wife's  elory  to  the  jury  showed  how  such  an  advouturo 
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iMMMXfX  ntkM  lookcil  nt  mid  experienced  from  tlie  n-oman's 

itMnhVWtltt— 't)ic  homo-Ill II kcrV  and  tlie  home-keeper's — wliich 

L     ^]Mi  WitKlIK  rovr  before  her  were  as  little  able  to  graRp  us  the 

^BuMtoilvnits  tu  A  |iigeoii-»liooting  matcli  to  look  upon  tliat 

^BWi>ii  of  i1ninc«,  domonH,  and  deatli-dcaltng  thunder  from  tlie 

BtK)'"*  ''f  ^>*>"'  °^  *-^*^  haplesa  birds.    A  bright-faced,  brown- 

oyn\,  plciisant- looking  woman,  ae  Bbe  took  the  stand  6he  looked 

what  she  was— an  artisan's  liouest  vrifo.    '*My  Imsband,"  she 

fttud,  "had  been  enipluvod  in  the  Vacuum  oil  works  at  Kochos- 

ter  thirteen  or  Jctii'leen  yeai^,  and  we  had  arctimuhited  souio 

property — inorlgague  and  money  and  real  estate.     We  moved 

lo  Itnffalo,  April  5,  1881,  wlici-c  Iio  «-ii»  snpcrin lending  tlio 

bnilding  of  tliu  Buffalo  works."'    After  Albert  had  yielded 

to  the  threats  and  tlic  teiupLjitioii,  and  had  lixed  the  slille  and 

tba  fires  for  an  explosion,  ho  Hcd  without  a  word  to  his  wife 

or  his  aesociatc^,  liid,  nndcr  an  assumed  name,  in  Boston,  and 

tbaa  Iravolled  over  the  continoiit  for  a  year — from  Buffalo 

to  Bo«ton,  to  Rochester,  to  San  Francisco. 

"When  yon   left   BnfEalo  did   you  leave  any  word  with 
latihcwa  where  you  were  going  i" 
"'  No,  sir." 
"Or  vour  wife?" 
"  No.'eir." 

Wldlo  the  wife  was  in  Bnffalo  wondering  what  had  bocorao 
Mw  Imsband,  be  was  in  New  York  witJi  hie  veneniblo  ex- 
Ijiloyorf.getting  letisons  like  llio  following  in  the  secrets  of 
K  Wilding  up  a  gi-eat  commercial  enterprise : 

"The  best  thing  yon  c«n  do,  Albert,"  said  the  latter,  "  is  to 
Knd  write  a  tclcgraui,  and  tell  your  wife  to  go  back  to 
<dtMtor." 

"  Y<>u*d  better  write  it ;  I  am  a  poor  writer,"  said  Albert. 
"  Noi,"  lie  said  ;  "  I  do  not  want  to  appear  in  tliis  case  at  all. 
Writi>  it  so,^*  he  continued,  "  that  she  can  move  on  the  Fourth 
tj(  July,  and  they  can't  attach  her  things."' 

The  first  word  she  got  from  her  husband  was  this  telegram 
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to  move  between  two  ciays,  and  back  to  Rocliestei"  the  dutifnl 
womnn  packed  lierself  and  lier  thlngB. 

"  It  was  two  or  three  weeks  before  I  liearil  from  him  direct 
or  knew  jnet  where  he  was,"  ehe  6uitj. 

"I  asked  Cliarles"' — one  of  tlic  two  managers — "how  Al 
was,  and  lio  Enid  Al  was  all  right." 

"Would  he  toll  you  where  he  was?"  tlie  State's  Attorney 
asked. 

*'  No,  sir ;  when  I  wrote  to  my  hnshaiid  I  loft  the  dirofltion 
blank,  und  gave  the  letter  to  GUuriey.  I  got  an  answer  through 
Cliarley."' 

For  thi-ee  weeks  they  would  not  let  tier  kuow  whcrs  hor 
husband  was.  *'  Think  of  thiit,"  aiid  the  Dietrict  Attorney. 
"  She  liad  to  go  and  take  her  poor  little  letter  to  her  husband, 
tbiiiking.  perhaps,  if  he  waa  away  from  her  tender  caro  ho 
might  get  to  drinking,  because  he  does  drink  some;  but  whoa 
with  his  wife  they  lived  year  in  and  year  out  without  his  tast- 
iDg  a  drop;  . .  .  nfrnid  that  ho  might  got  to  drinking,  and  that 
ahe  could  not  watch  over  hira. ...  It  was  a  cruel  tiling  to  do." 

**  C.  told  nie  to  go  to  tlio  rcal-cetato  ngcnts/'  Albert's  wife 
eootinued,  "and  try  to  sell  our  property  and  pet  it  into 
money.  He  uuido  out  a  Het  of  roal-cgtato  ag(>nta  from  the 
city  directory.  I  guess  that  is  all  he  did  about  asftlsting  me 
ia  tl»e  sale  of  the  property." 

**1  asked  C  if  my  Imsband  could  not  come  homo  from  Bos- 
ton. I  was  fiick.  He  said  '  Yes.' .  Al  came  Immu  and  stayed 
a  week  or  two.  Then  ho  went  bnck  to  Boston.  C.  told  mo 
thoy  did  not  want  the  Buffalo  company  to  know  wlterc  At 
WM.*" 

Albert  was  a  man  infirm  nnder  teinptatlou.  The  employer 
knew,  by  fourteen  yeni's'  actjnaintancc,  tlio  weakiie&8  this  man 
had  acquired  in  his  service  in  the  army.  Jle  gave  him  idleness, 
money,  temptation,  and  an  osetimod  name  to  go  to  the  devil 
with,  if  that  agent  of  the  trust  was  to  be  found  in  Boston. 

"  You  want  to  take  good  care  of  Al,"  eaid  tlie  good  old  man 
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Witfcift  Aft«t% 

vkSeh  n^M  Un  iww  •»•*•  Iw  I 
bbocer.  Afit^idwp&MiBdnlytoakd 
6bfv  too  iMBCit  to  taJBj  iOaMHr  «*»  it  tfao  nto  ml  41500 
ft  jcar.  He  vm  f tee  to  come  md  go  uaid  the  ydy  jo^  at 
ft  great  cttj,  m  irrmpoamiAa  nder  Uw  aM^acd  bibb  ^«aft 
ba  M  if  be  won  llw  ri^  «i  Gjp*.  He  bid  ■oa*y  for  tbe 
•■kiflg,  nd  boon  momfmneuLj^vt  the  hsbit  of  •  iifetiae 
of  boMit;  btrd  raiad  work  wm  too  deeply 
the  v«i7  nitNlaiiee  of  k«  sititre  for  bim  to  beeonie  « 
Amerieftn  Faust,  rerelUng  in  a  pincfebeek  fwrfiefc  This  sim- 
ple eoa  of  povert/  had  all  bit  file  bandied  eotj*  nat 
and  bad  *i  ererj  point  bad  the  mbuFe  m^rt  wiwlei— n  end 
riot  cbecfced  bj  tbe  bard  Htrfa«e  which  lied  cmllooeed  bis 
biodi,  and  the  oater  air  which  bad  eooted  Un  m  be  weefcad. 
HU  ime  dnana  of  boa«st  rest  oned  bj  hoaert  wwfc,  tad  of 
familj  joya.VThc  telf-indnlgeoee  that  wn  reraalad  W  tbe 
'*d»  of  bit  bead  in  the  murning"  wu  an  aoioud  exabenana 
that,  aa  tbe  nralt  showed,  did  bat  stain  the  '^roeoraeib  of  Ua 
flesh,'*  and  went  do  deeper.  Albert  could  not  stand  tbe  idte- 
neu  of  hts  Boston  life.  He  vent  back  to  liocbest^. 
"I  waot  sometliinjt  to  60." 

"What  hringi  yon  heref'eaid  his  employer.  "Go  back.*' 
After  hiui^Tffi  aronnd  the  ofHce  in  Boston  a  few  weeks 
loRf{vr,  the  work mun's  nataru  reasserted  itself  again.  Ite  went 
beck  again  to  Rochester.  "  I  want  iornethiDg  to  da"  "  Wo 
have  not  got  nnylhing  for  yuu  to  do  jiut  now,"  lie  was  told. 
"Yob  a™  all  right."' 
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Mo»t!iH  of  ii3IeneB8  were  iuterni|>tc<i  only  bj  odd  jobs,  liko 
siiperinteiKliiig  the  digging  of  a  ditch  or  tlie  Binlcing  of  a  ttXt- 
well.  Timo  nnil  again,  tliougli  lie  was  drawing  liis  pay  of 
8125  n  month,  lie  went,  as  lie  told  tlic  story  In  court,  to  I'epeat 
tlic  plen  for  "  Bomcthing  to  do."  Finidly,  the  elder  of  the 
ntan»gcn;,  who  was  in  California,  sent  for  him.  IIo  was  to  be 
nude  "an  independent  mati,'"  the  new  promise  rmi,  bnt  really, 
as  the  sequel  showed,  was,  if  possible,  to  be  kept  ont  of  the 
way  of  too  tn<jiiieitivu  juries  and  prosocntiag  attorneys.  Tho 
wife,  treated  as  a  mere  jiawn  in  tlie  game,  protcsti^d  vehe- 
mootly.  "  I  went  down  to  the  Vacnnm  Oil  Company's  offlce, 
and  asked  C.  to  give  Al  soinething  else  to  do.  I  didn'c 
Want  hiiti  to  go  to  California.  Uc  6aid  that  there  was  not 
uything  that  he  Uncw  that  lio  coald  do." 

"  I  don't  want  Al  to  go.  I  won't  go.  Give  him  eoracthing 
else  to  do.'' 

"  I  have  nothing  else."  ' 

She  had  to  yield,  arid  her  linsband  left  her  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia. His  employer  persuaded  Albert  to  bny  a.  piece  of 
land  in  Californin.  "  lie  tieemod  to  be  very  anxious  to  locate 
me  there."'  Albert  sent  to  Lis  wife  for  tho  money,  but  the 
shrewd  little  woman  sent  only  half.  "1  thought  I  would  let 
him  pay  it  out  of  his  pay.'"  With  the  same  good  sense  the 
wife  had  not  sold  all  the  property  when  sent  out  alone  among 
tlie  real-c^tite  men.  "  I  did  not  (^ell  the  real  estate^"  she  said  \ 
"  I  thought  there  was  too  much  expense."  *  She  was  not  with 
her  bnsband  when  the  rupture  came  in  California.  The  first 
news  the  anxious  wife  had  of  a  change  in  hor  huebaiid's 
affairs  was  when  '*  Charley "  carac  to  hor,  as  she  was  sitting 
one  suniiner  evening  on  the  porch  of  a  neighbor's  house,  and 
toid  her  "  Al "  had  quit  them.  "  I  do  not  know  what  to  make 
of  It,"  he  continued  ;  "  I  think  he  mnst  be  crazy  or  Bome- 
thing."' 

It  was  uot  until  his  retarn  that  she  learned  the  details  of 
the  painful  experience  he  had  been  through.    M'hen  it  was 
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licsnl  tliut  Albeit,  upon  liU  return  froui  Callforiiin,  had  made 
restitution  as  far  lie  he  wua  able,  by  tcIHiig  whut  he  kticnr  to 
the  uutboriticB,  to  aid  thcni  in  bringing  the  priticJpaU  iu  tlio 
crime  to  justice,  thore  wna  coneternation  in  the  trust.  One  of 
its  detectives  had  been  ciLptain  of  the  compKny  Albert  was  in 
during  tbe  Civil  War.  The  captnin  now  presented  liiiusolf 
before  Albert  as  he  wont  to  his  work  in  Corrj',  Pennsjlvauia, 
where  he  had  gone  after  ]iis  return  from  California,  and  be* 
came  sociable  rapidlj.  lie  had  grout  plans  for  Albert,  and 
cotne  to  the  liou&c  to  discuss  tiiem  confidentially.  Alliert  and 
his  wife  had  been  simple  folks  to  start  with,  but  they  had 
learned  a  tiling  or  two  by  tliig  time.  Tho  captain's  desire  for 
confidential  talk  witli  bis  old  coinrado  wa£  so  intense  that  it 
would  havu  been  nide  iu  Albert's  ivifo  to  thwart  it.  Slie 
packed  oil  her  daughter  on  au  errand,  and  announced  that  she 
had  a  call  up  tliu  fitreel,  and  would  leave-  tlieni  to  tlieiuBelvcs; 
but  she  did  not  add,  as  she  might  have  done,  tliat  during  her 
absence  she  vould  be  represented  by  the  Chief  of  Police, 
whose  appetite  for  confidential  comnniuications  was  as  koon 
as  the  eaptain'e,  but  wlioee  retiring  dispoeilion  kept  hiui  in 
tlte  dark  eeclusioa  of  an  adjoining  room,  vith  his  ear  to  the 
crack  of  the  door. 

"  Wonldn't  Albert  like  to  go  to  Rnssial"  the  captain  asked 
hia  dear  friend  the  private,  whose  exiatcnco  he  had  never  per- 
eonally  recognized  when  they  vrore  $o  close  together  during 
the  Civil  War.  "  If  tbe  Court  will  allow  me  to  show  by  this 
witness,'^  said  the  prosecuting  attorney,  "  that  the  ciptain 
came  there  as  a  detective  for  the  oil  tnist,  and  made  a  propo- 
sition, after  the  indictments  were  fonnd,  to  Albert  to  flee  the 
countiy,  and  go  with  him  to  Russia."  One  of  the  army  of 
tnist  lawyers  was  instantly  on  hia  feet  witli  "I  object."  Tljo 
judge  sustained  him,  and  the  testimony  was  shut  out. 

Albert's  wife  kept  close  to  his  side,  and  held  him  etcady. 
No,  Albert  did  not  care  to  go  to  Kussia.  AdvcrtisGmcnta  of 
an  alum-mine  in  Corry  then  began  to  appear  in  newspapers 
where  Albert's  attention  conld  be  caMvd  to  them.    By  a  lucky 
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boaodlcsH  powere  of  enterprise  could  find  full  ouUct  only  b^ 
ilovtloping  tlio  liltherlo  iiiiau&pected  resotireca  of  Corrj*  for 
sappljiiig  tlic  natioos  of  ilio  eurtlt  witb  nlutii.  iJy  a  jovfiil 
coineidcDce,  these  capitnlistii*  wanted  for  Biipcrintendcnt  of 
tlieir  Iwttomleeft  nlum-tnince  jnst  sucli  a  man  as  tlie  captain 
knew  bJs  dear  filbert  to  be.  Would  Albert  like  to  go  to  Ituly 
to  Icam  the  true  »;ience  of  ainm  manufactnre.  and  to  show 
the  efictc  monarchies  liow  an  American  conid  dieemhowel  the 
earth  of  it^  alum  \  Salar;)',  l$5000  and  expenses,  ^'o,  Albert 
bad  no  anstaked  ambition  to  fi;o  to  Italy  as  superintendent 
of  mines  of  aintn,  or  green  cheese,  or  any  other  luoar  com- 
modity. 

Ac  least,  Albert  would  take  a  drink?  That  poor  Albert 
would  do;  and  wlieti  he  fuiled  to  eome  home  at  night  his  wife 
went  up  and  down  the  structs  seeking  him.  f  A  persistent 
cSort  liad  Irocn  made  "  by  the  trust.  Mr.  Mattlicwn  Lcetitiedl 
"to  get  AUicrt  out  of  the  country.  I  was  afraid  they  would 
got  htm  away,  as  lie  might  not  be  iiscd  in  this  case.  Jhlcn  Imd 
been  eent  there  to  got  him  drunk,  and  had  dcbauclicd  liim.*^ ' 
Money  was  potent  ononglj  to  poreuadc  lawveic  to  make  it  a 
part  of  their  profeseional  duty  to  help  in  tbi«.  One  of  the 
trust's  lawyers  eat  with  Albert  and  its  detective  in  the  stall  of 
a  cheap  ealoon,  and  plied  him  with  Uqnor  to  get  from  liim 
»ine  lettcra  o£  Matthews'  they  wanted.  "  There  they  eat," 
said  the  keeper  of  the  saloon  ;**..■  tliey  got  what  they  called 
[for,  prybably.  ...  1  conldn't  tell  liow  many  drinks  they  got 
I  into  Albert  on  that  occasion  ;  I  think  they  dniik  there/' ' 

While  this  courtship  was  in  progress  with  Albert  in  Penn- 
sylvania, wires  were  being  pnlled  to  get  him  indicted  in  Xcw 
York.  The  grand-jury  of  Koclieater  was  asked  to  indict  him 
for  receiving  stolen  property  in  a  watch  trade  he  bad  made 
eeven  years  before.  This  would  liavo  mined  him  ae  a  witneso 
in  the  forthcoming  criminal  caso  a^inst  the  members  of  the 
1^1  tntst,  bat  the  grand -jury  decided  tliat  thoro.was  no  evi- 

'OmtI  Stoaosnpbor'fi  Bc|wf[,  p.  S04B.     Tiie  Iaii  (inttiiicul  b  omitted  is  tiM 
trUKtipl  rarnlsiinl  hy  ilie  Uust  for  tliv  Congi-na  Truii  Rcpcirt  of  tS85. 
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dencc  on  wliich  to  injict.  Wlioii  Adam  Oteber,  a  stolid-look- 
ing German  taliurer,  wlio  workud  in  llie  snino  place  with 
Albert  in  Corry,  took  the  etaiid  for  tliu  Slato  at  tlie  clcnie,  an 
eager  excitement  filled  tliu  coiiK-room.  Tlic  Stato'H  Attorney 
wafi  known  to  liarc  Ills  darkcet  ec-nsutiuti  still  in  reserve. 
Wliat  it  was  lio  would  not,  of  course,  diecloee  in  ndvanco,  but 
tlioso  hardly  less  f«milinr  tlinn  lio  with  the  evidence  hinted 
that  the  fertile  genius  of  the  cnpt-nin,  Imving  cxhatuted  it«elf  in 
the  ideas  of  tho  trips  to  Rne^in  nnd  Italy,  had  fallen  bnck  upon 
tho  ^oDiiis  of  his  superiors,  and  h»d  arranged  to  have  Albert 
go  a-liunting,  and  get  a  "bust-up"  as  much  as  possible  like 
the  one  he  liad  been  induced  to  attempt  npon  Ins  emplojera 
and  partnere. 

"  i)id  tlio  captain  tell  yon  what  lie  wanted  you  to  do  to 
Albert  V  Cleber  was  asked. 

"  Yes — "    That  was  aa  Ear  as  Cleher  got. 

"I  olijeet  I"'  screamed  one  of  the  lawyers. 

"  I  propose  to  sluiw  that  the  captain  made  a  recjneet  of  this 
witncs.*;  in  rvganl  to  what  he  should  do  to  Alliert,  and  what 
ho  should  coma  and  swear  to  about  Albert,  tlicro  being  no 
truth  in  tho  matter  he  wanted  Clober  to  swear  to,"  the  State's 
Attorney  urged  to  tho  Court.  Tho  jndgo  took  tho  matter 
homo  for  coneidoratioD  over- night,  and  annouDced  in  the 
morning  that  he  wonid  not  admit  the  eridence.  It  was  ae- 
knowledged  by  one  of  the  lawyers  for  the  members  of  the 
trust  on  trial  that  he  had  employed  the  captain  to  t^et  cvi. 
dence  for  them;  but  the  judge,  instead  of  admitting  Cleber'a 
testimony,  and  leaving  tlie  question  of  ita  value  to  be  settled 
by  the  jury,  excluded  it, 

Tn  his  closing  speech  District  Attorney  Quinby  eaid: 
"Why,  in  Heaven'a  name,  my  friends,  didn't  you  place  the 
captain  on  tliia  witness-stand?  lie  would  have  been  n  fea«t 
for  you  and  u  feast  for  me.  Xlis  ways  have  been  curious  and 
fiinuous,  hifi  methods  hare  been  peculiar  and  corrupting,  nnd 
they  did  not  dare  to  put  him  on  the  stand  bccauso  if  they 
did  he  would  havo  left  it  to  go  to  prison.  That  is  tUo  reason. 
They  know  it." 
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Tlio  brave  and  steadfast  woman  told  her  part  of  this  utory 
on  tliG  witnces -stand.  Her  borne  liad  been  brakeri  up  a^in 
and  again.  As  elie  Iierself  said  afterwards :  "  1  luid  to  live 
willi  my  carpets  packed,  and  ino%'cd  around  like  a  gypsy-*' 
ficr  liugt)UTid  liad  been  tempted  to  commit  a  crime  wliicli 
oouipelk'd  liiiu  to  lead  the  life  of  a  fugitive.  lie  had  been 
apiritcd  away  and  secreted  ;  ehe  liad  not  been  allowed  to 
know  tvlicrc  he  was,  and  could  coinmnnicato  with  him  onlj 
throngh  a  tliird  [jcreon ;  tliey  liad  moved  Jironnd,  in  her  ox- 
pre«ivo  phrase,  until  they  had  moved  into  two  roonig;  tlio 
savings  of  fifteen  years'  hard  work  were  all  gone,  and  the  in- 
dependent  bimincBS,  in  wtiich  her  Inisband  had  jnst  j;ot  bis 
footing.  »wept  away,  llo  and  ehe  faced  the  world  with  .no 
Other  assets  than  their  child  and  the  palms  of  their  liurd- 
U'orking  haiidt;. 

"Well,  it's  laktMi  all  weliad,"BliGBayB;  "  we've  lost  it  all,  but 
I'd  rather  it  would  be  so  than  Co  have  the  money  they  have, 
■nd  go  about  hiding  and  ttuiraktng.     I'd  liko  money,  hut  not 

'•o  well  as  that.  When  [  !<iud  to  'Charley,'  'I  hliall  have  to 
BctI  all  my  fnrnitnre' — 'Oh,  Cliat's  nothing.'  And  when  I 
told  bini  it  had  cost  lis  $100  to  pay  the  expenses  of  sulling 

'  real  estate — '  Tliat  isn't  rnneJi.'  It  wasn't  iiuieh  to  them,  bnt 
it  wag  to  us,  who  had  made  every  dollar  by  hard  work.  Well, 
we'll  have  to  do  withont  the  money,  and  juet  live  along  by 
lioocst  work.  We  can  live  that  way.  We  have  had  all  this 
trouble  and  lo«t  our  money,  and  haven't  made  money  enough 
to  liny  a  calico  dress." 

Ail  the  good  that  had  come  of  this  loss  of  savings  and 
home  and  honor  had  gone  to  those  at  the  bar  of  justice  and 

,  tlieir  :i£Ko<!i»tes  liilting  in  the  tickled  row  before  her.     On  the 

'eront-cxainination,  whieh  waa  to  erusli  the  witness  and  her 
damaging  testimony,  the  disting:ui8bed  counsel,  not  content 
with  all  the  snffering  anil  lofw  already  inflicted  on  this  wife, 
tried  to  humiliate  her  still  further,  but  the  woman's  wit  of 
troth  was  too  much  for  tho  lawyer's  wit  of  wile. 

"Don't  yon  recollect,""  the  lawyer  a«kod,  "that  you  wtmt  to 
tbo  luTnse  of  the  manager  of   the  Vacuuiii,  and    that  yon 
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saw  Liin  in  tlie  parlor,  and  that  you  asked  liim  to  take  yoar 
liueband  back  'i 

"  1  ncror  a^kod  him  to  take  my  liusband  back." 

*'Theii  you  did  not  aek  liiiti  at  thu  liuic  ttud  |)lace  I  epolce' 
OfF 

"I  never  askod  Iiim  anywliere  to  take  liim  bapk." 

"Don't  you  rucollcct  upon  ihat  occiwioii  being  considerably 
aScctcd,  uud  unking  Iiim  to  take  your  Iiu&bmid  back,  uud  hiit 
apiiakiiig  of  l!ie  wiiy  In  wliicli  lie  Iiad  left  the  cotrij)any,  wliich 
be  cliancterizcd  as  eliauicful.  and  t!mt  yon  cried — shed  tcare'i" 

"I  never  aeked  liitn  to  take  him  back.  I  recollect  going 
there.  I  recollect  I  felt  bad,  because  I  was  talked  to  so  much 
aboat  it.  I  Ii.id  reason  to  feel  bad.  I  am  tn'iiig  to  tell  the 
truth  as  near  as  I  can." 

"Then  w^l.^t  was  the  occasion  of  your  bad  fceb'ng?" 

"It  lias  becaueo  1  thought  wo  were  going  to  lose  erery- 
tliing,  and  would  not  have  nothing  left.  That  ie  what  I 
felt  bad  for — was  ehoddiug  tears  fop,  if  1  did.  I  don't  know 
as  I  did."' 

Then  came  the  laugh.  From  milliaoaire  to  lesser  million- 
aire went  the  enlarging  laugh.  Tlio  mighty  cortege  of  the 
retained  ux-judges,  fiiiuous  constitution; J  and  crimiual  lawyerB, 
detectivce,  cam ]>- followers  laughed.  It  was  tho  laugh  of  hun- 
dreds of  millioos,  and  it  clinked  and  tinkled  and  nmg.  As 
if  every  tnoiitb  were  a  bagfol  of  gold,  and  as  if  every  bag 
had  burst,  tliu  golden  notes  of  mirth  filled  the  air,  and  btruck 
the  ceiling,  and  rolled  over  the  lloor,  rebounded  aiitl  fell  and 
rose  in  mellow  chimes  of  sound,  and  the  golden  rain  dripped 
everywhere.  Millions  on  millions,  tons  of  nii!liun.s  hnndreda 
of  millions  of  the  coin  of  the  republic,  and  in  every  coin  a 
cackle. 

'*  Yea,  they  all  laiighed  at  mo,"  the  little  woman  told  her 
frieuda ;  *'  it  looked  like  such  n  great  joke  to  thom.  Porhapa  I 
did  not  tell  it  very  well,  but  I  told  the  truth." 

In  cloeing  the  case  the  State's  Attorney  said  to  the  jury: 
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"A  sorrow  wu  placed  on  tltkt  woman's  Itcsrt  that  can  novor 
be  removed.  One  of  the  pathetic  tilings  in  this  case  was  that 
when  tliis  wotnan  was  on  the  stand,  telling  her  little  etory,  Iiow 
they  were  afraid  ihey  might  lose  the  few  thousand  doila.ru  they 
had  saved,  the  JfiOOO  or  87000  they  had  been  stmggling  for 
for  fifteen  years,  these  New  York  gontiemeii  with  theJv  mill- 
ions laiigliod  in  her  faco  at  tlio  idea  of  Iicr  boiug  sorry  to  lose 
the  pittance  of  £6000  or  $7000.  It  was  tho  only  time  in  tlio 
case,  really,  I  felt  that  thceo  gentlemen  were  outr»g;ing  com- 
mon decency." ' 

Some  time  after  the  trial  was  over,  and  sentence  passed  and 
BStisfiwl,  theso  men  sent  for  Albert  to  come  to  Ilucliester.  lie 
went  with  witiit-stses.  There  in  the  office  of  u  leading  lawyer 
Lo  was  tempted  with  desperate  propositions  to  do  soiuethitig 
or  s-iy  something  that  wonUl  break  tlie  force  with  which  thcBO 
diwjlosiires  niiiiRt  act  on  public  opinion.  •' Tliey  need  not 
think,"  he  replied,  "that  tliey  can  get  me  to  make  a  false  oath 
to  let  tliem  out  of  a  hole.  I  would  not  ilo  it  for  all  the  com- 
bined wealth  of  the  trust.  When  my  wife  was  on  the  stand 
they  laughed  Iter  in  the  face  when  eliu  told  about  losing  all  we 
had.  Do  yoit  snppoi^c  any  man  with  a  particle  of  American 
blood  could  have  any  love  for  them  {  I  think  as  much  of  my 
wife  and  datiglitcr  as  any  of  tliem  of  tlieir^  and  I  will  do 
notliing  to  disgrace  them."  Tliia  hard-working  and  Iiard-liv- 
'Ing  laborer  and  his  wife  had,  by  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of 
toil  and  stinting,  saved  I^GOOO.  Tiio  laughers  had  in  the  same 
time  saved  about  $300,000,000,  and  somebody  else  Lad  done 

man  and  his  wife  had  been  afraid 
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The  District  Attorney  pnt  t!ie  president  of  tho  light  of 
tlie  world  on  the  stand.  His  evitlentc  sliowed  tliat  tlie  par* 
chase  of  the  thr€C-quattcr''s  intcrtst  in  tlio  Vacuum  Company, 
sold  because  '*  there  were  restrictions  in  the  eliipmente,"  was 
made  br  tlie  three  Jv'cw  York  men  on  trial.  "  They  are  share- 
hold«r8  ill  tlie  tniet,"  bo  said.  Wliou  they  bouglit  tho  stock 
they  transferred  it  to  the  oil  trnat.  He  had  known  of  tho 
contemplated  purchase.  Having  thiiH  proved  that  ilio  three 
indicted  directors  from  New  York  on  trial  were  ineinhers  of 
tho  oil  trust,  and  were  managing  the  Vacniim  for  it,  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  proceeded,  in  piii'sunnco  of  a  logical  plan  of 
iaqxiiry,  to  bring  before  the  jury  what  tho  trust  was,  and  its 
relations  to  the  (!Om|)uiiie6  it  covered. 

"  "What  is  it ...  if  you  know  i"  tho  District  Attorney  asked. 
The  president,  througli  his  eouHScl,  objected  tu  tho  question. 

"  What  is  tho  object  of  this  f  the  judge  asked  tlio  District 
Attorney. 

Tto  trust,  the  District  Attorney  csplaincd,  owns  a  ma- 
jority of  tho  stock  of  this  Vacuum  Company  and  others,  and 
controls  tho  nianiifactnre  in  this  country  of  substantially 
all  the  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils.  These  defendants 
belonging  to  the  trnst,  and  "one  of  these  being  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  trust,  it  was  the  desire  and  motive  of  the 
three  to  do  away  with  compctitiou,  to  destroy  and  ruin  the 
oompetitiro  vorke  tn  Bnffalo." 

The  Court  asked  tho  president  of  the  trust  if  it  was  a 
manufacturing  company. 

"It  is  not,  yonr  honor." 


BULIXGS  OF  THE  JUDGE 


Sis 


The  Court  ruled  out  tlie  qaestioii  "WImt  io  it?"  aUItnugli 
in  doing  so  iie  used  laiiguagc  apparently  con  trad  icttiig  liis 
ruling:,  eayiiig,  in  effect. tli&t  it  was  "quite  iii)matcn»I  wliattlio 
objects  or  porposes  of  the  oil  tniat  m-c,  niiloss  tlieso  defend- 
:iiitR  are  in  wnne  wjiy  iiitereeted  so  ae  (o  ci-catc  ft  motive  to  do 
wliat  it  is  claimed  tliey  did  do."  Again,  when  the  Dietrict 
Attorney  soiiglit  to  nsccrtain  iii  what  other  eorporattons  en- 
gaged in  tlio  tiianufacturo  nf  oil  In  IST9,  ISSO,  and  1S81  the 
trUEtecs  on  trial  owned  Ktuck,  it  waa  ohjcctcd  to  nnd  the 
objection  Giigtaincd,  although  tlic  Court  but  a  few  moments 
(>oforo  had  e«id,  ''I  will  allow  you  to  show  everything  tLe«e 
dofoiidanta  have  done  upon  the  qiiesiioii  of  motive,  .  .  .  lo 
show  what  their  bnsiness  is.  the  coinpaiiiL-g  they  have  etoulc  iti, 
whether  it  is  an  oil  company  or  some  other  company — that  is, 
any  company  engaged  in  the  innnufaetiire  of  oil  that  would 
come  in  comtx^titiou  with  tLic  Buffalo  company.  .  .  ." 

The  judge,  dcelaring  tlint  he  would  admit  such  evidence, 
rafueod  lo  admit  it.  What  the  District  Attorney  woul<l  liavo 
been  aMe  to  nncover  :is  to  the  responsibility  of  the ''  trusteos" 
forwiut  was  done  by  the  subordinate  companie*.  the  reader, 
freer  than  the  jury  in  this  case,  can  iiiid  out  for  jiimself. 

The  ninu  tnistees,  of  whom  three  were  on  trial,  owned  as 
tbcir  individual  property  move  than  half  of  this  as  of  every 
establishment  in  tlic  trust.  They  decided  who  were  to  bo 
eloclcd  dircctorn  nnd  olliccrtt  of  eaeh  company.  Tlicy  exer- 
cised full  control  over  theiie  ofticers  when  elected.  Tlicy 
declared  the  dividends.  The  prollts  of  all  thcBC  shares  are 
put  into  one  purtic,  and  di«tribqilcd  in  tpiartcrly  dividends 
among  tlio  trustees  in  proportion  to  their  interest  in  tho  trust 
— the  pui*do-holder.'  In  tiic  case  of  the  Yncuiiiu  Company, 
accordingly,  wc  find  that  the  iiiinittes  of  stockholders'  meet- 
ings reeoixl  the  presence  of  mcnibcre  of  the  oil  trnet,  in  porsoa 
and  by  proxy, Tepreecnling  a.  majority  of  tlie  Block,  electing 
tlie  officers  and  directors,  and  declaring  the  dividends.    How 
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llioroni^li  an'i  miiiiite  ifi  the  aupervision  over  the  vassal  eotn- 
paniea  an  cinplojt^,  who  had  been  in  llie  iiervice  of  the  combi- 
nation for  several  years  in  a  confidential  war,  and  "bad  access 
to  every  b4)ok  and  paper  and  their  cipher  arrangement,*'  lias 
told.'  They  "control  every  movement  of  every  branch  of 
thoir  btieinceg."  The  siibordinato  companies  "make  n  report 
every  d«y  of  all  their  business.  .  .  .  They  liavo  blanks  there 
on  wbicii  they  make  a  i-cport  of  nil  their  elnprncnls,  where 
shipped,  and  who  shipped  to,  snd  all  tla'ir  piircliase« ;  and 
they  report  every  month  the  exact  percentage  they  linve 
made  out  of  their  cnide  oil,  of  all  the  different  prodnets  tliey 
get  ont  of  it.     Tliey  report  everything  in  detail." 

Tins  n-as  in  1879.  Ten  yeai-a  later,  in  l&SS,  the  testintoiiy 
of  the  president  showa  that  the  syetcm  is  the  eame.  "They 
know  the  cost  at  every  refinery.  They  get  such  reports  onoe 
in  thirty  days;  each  report  shoivs  jnst  what  it  has  co*t  for 
everything.  .  .  .  Made  out  on  regntnr  blnnks."" 

But  when  pnt  on  the  ^Liiul  in  this  case,  in  Unffalo,  lie  had 
professed  himself  altogether  ignonint  of  any  sucli  reports.* 
Asked  IE  the  Vacuum  Company  liad  made  them,  lie  replied : 

"  I  can't  recall  any  such  reports." 

Asked  if  it  was  obligatory  upon  tlio  Vacuoin  Oil  Company 
to  make  reports,  ho  said  : 

"  I  can't  state." 

liut  the  manager's  testimony  in  the  same  case  shows  tliat 
tbo  system  of  reports  which  his  superior  "could  not  recall" 
was  ill  regular  operation. 

'*  There  are  reports  of  sales  of  the  Vacuum  Oil  Company 
made  to  certain  parties  in  iS'ew  York."  * 

The  tiiree  tnistees  who  bought  the  control  of  the  Yaeuum 
stock  did  not  keep  it  for  themselves.  They  transferred  it  to 
the  trust,  and  received  for  it  shares  in  the  trnt»t.    They  were 

' TeMinony,  Alleged  Diacriminalion* in  Boilroail  FreisliU,  Okiia  lIouBe oC  lUpro- 
■MUltTCa,  IHTff,  pp,  SG^SU. 
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not  fitocklioldore  in  the  Vaonimi,  but  eloekljoldei^a  in  llie  trust. 
It  was  tlie  trust  vrliicli  was  tlie  real  stockliolder  in  tlie  Yaeuuiii. 
Tiie  profits  on  tliia  Vacuiiin  stock,  tliC'i-efom,  wt-ui  Iiito  the 
coninioii  fnud  in  v'liicEi  tlie  trust  aceiiimilau-d  thu  jirufitg  ul' 
alt  its  controlling  owneraliips  in  L-ompiiiiies  all  over  llic  conn* 
try  —  nil  over  tho  vorld.  Every  tnietec  sliaiftd  in  tiie  profit* 
of  evei-y  company  bo  controlled,  wlietliei-  in  tlie  United  States 
or  Europe  or  Asia.  Tho  president  of  the  tniat,  now  on  the 
wiinuKS-staTid,  watt  a  laigR  parttcipiilor  \n  the  prutitfi  of  the 
Vjicuiiin,  bocaiiiie  he  was  a  large  ownc^r  in  tlie  trust  which 
possessed  thrce-tjnartcrs  of  U.  Similarly  lut  to  the  three  trus- 
tees indicted  and  nn  trial,  luid  every  utiicr  triistce.'  The  case 
wu  interwoven,  notwithetnnding  the  e.\cln&ion  of  thia  by  the 
jpdgc  with  evidence  that  tho  three  members  of  tlio  trust 
on  trial  were  the  iJianngerft  of  the  company  for  the  trust,  nnd 
were  consulted  liahitimlly  about  lUo  current  details  by  the  sal- 
aried agents. 

'"After  this  purchase  wna  made  did  j-ou  contimie  tu  repre- 
ficnt  the  pnrclineers  in  tlie  in  ana  clement  of  tlie  aflf&iis  of  tlio 
Vacautn  Oil  Company?"  one  of  the  three  was  asked. 

"I  did." 

After  the  purchase  of  iho  Vacuum  by  the  trust,  Mr.  Uat- 
tbevB,  before  he  left  to  ^o  into  bnsiucis  on  his  own  account, 
!)ad  to  go  to  its  office  in  New  York  half  a  dozen  times,  to  sco 
the  Xow  York  directors  when  lie  wanted  instructions.  His 
tC8timoDy  on  thi6  point  covers  thirty  pa^cs  of  the  official  tcs* 
timony,  atid  show*  repeated  interviews  between  liim  and  the 
members  of  the  trust  about  every  kind  of  detail  of  the  biiai- 
ncss  of  tho  Vaeiium.  AVlien  Mattliews  asked  the  manager  of 
tlie  Vacuum  to  give  him  more  pay,  the  latter  had  told  him  to 
speak  to  one  of  the  trustees  —  one  of  the  three  now  on  trial.* 
''It  will  bo  as  ho  eays  about  it."  Again, as  tn  anotlicr  matter, 
he  fiaid  to  Matthews:  "I  cannot  tell  you.  There  is  no  UBO 
for  me  to  pretend  that  wo  run  our  business,  for  we  do  not."' 

Tbts  evidence  must  bo  eonght  in  tho  original  records  of  tho 

'  Triiita.  New  Toi'li  Svnati^,  1SS8,  pjv  4SS,  $71. 
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cae«  At  Biill'n.lo,  ag  it  is  left  out  in  the  tranBcript  fnrniiilicd  by 
tiio  trust  to  tlie  couiiiiittce  of  Congress,  n'liicli  represents  tJio 
ca&e  agtinet  tlie  two  loca]  managers  onlj.  The  liochester 
mnnigcr,  after  the  explosion,  and  at  the  time  of  Eending  for 
Albert  to  coine  to  Now  York,  telegraphed  to  his  son:  ''Our 
y'uijft  with  rej^Ard  to  Albert  contirinod."  \\y  ivhom  it  as  Mat- 
llfliws'  lawyer  asked.  Tho  manager  saw  one  of  the  three  ac- 
cused trustees  in  New  Vurk  ;ifter  he  rotunied  from  the  trip 
to  Itoston  to  Lido  Albert.  *>  I  told  him  that  I  had  hired 
him,-'  lie  teetiQed. 

Tlio  trustee  denied  this,  iia  the  president  denied  tlic  inontli- 
\y  reports.  But  he  lias  himeelf  fiiniished  tliu  evidence  that 
IiiH  cinployi!  tuld  the  truth.  In  thuir  atisncr  in  court  to  tho 
uHcgationB  of  the  suit  against  them  for  damages,  lie  and  the 
other  two  tmatccs  coiiccriiod  in  liic  Vacuum  direction  tMti- 
ticd  that  tiiey  advi^d  the  Rochester  ninnagcrs  "  to  endeavor 
to  retain  the  said"  Albert, .  .  .  ''and  after''  ho  *' liad  left  the 
oiiiplojrment  of  tlie  Vacuum  Oil  Comimuy  . . .  tlicj  further 
advised  that  be  should  be  re-employed  if  it  could  lie  done  by 
rensonable  iucrcaee  of  bis  wages.  Tbcy  were  aftcrnrards  in- 
formed that  bo  had  been  re -employed."  This  shows  thoy 
knew  about  ibo  negotiations  before,  during,  and  after.  They 
knew  the  mail  wiis  to  bnvo  nior«  wnge»,  Uiongb  the  incroiiso 
was  only  $30(i  &  year,  and  tlieir  incomo  was  millions  yearly. 
TVlieu  he  liad  bwen  gotten  away  tliey  were  informeil  of  that 
too.  The  District  Attorney  know  all  alwut  this  answer  in  the 
civil  ease,  but  under  tlio  etatntes  of  New  York  it  could  not  be 
used  in  a  criminal  prosecution  against  thoee  who  had  made  it. 
He  put  tho  trustee  on  the  stand,  and  did  tiis  best  to  get  Liin- 
to  tell  the  eaine  story,  but  in  Tain, 

Tlio  body- guard  of  lawyers  snrronndiiig  tho  grtat  men 
who  made  tho  court-room  »  veritablo  ciirio«ity-«)iop  for  the 
people  of  Buffalo,  did  n  deal  of  acting  tliroughont  the  trial  to 
iinpicsM  on  llie  jury  that  the  whole  proceeding  was  a  farce. 
Tlivr  laughed  and  yawned  aud  pooh-poohed,  and  sue<:red  at 
tl)c  Bistrict  Attoruoy's  questions  and  points,  and  went  through 
all  kinds  of  duinb-ehows  of  indignation  and  cnnni  that  tlioir 
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clients  ftliould  be  8o  needlcsslj*  called  on  to  waeto  jtriceless 
time.     But  Chta  could  not  prewnt  tbcir  faces  from  lengthen- 
ing  118  tlic  story  w.ts  told  \>y  witness  after  witness,  ns  more 
than  one  olwervnnt  reporter  saw  ntid  noted.     When  iLo  evi- 
dence wiiKall  in,  and  District  Attorney  Qiiinby  had  cleeed  Ids 
case,  the  situation  wag  desperate.     There  was  no  doubt  abont 
that.    Tlie  great  men  of  tlie  trust  on  trial  had  been  proved  to  I 
be  the  actiinl  directors  of  the  Vacuum  at  every  tnrit  of  its/ 
daily  aSaira.     Uofore  any  evidence  was  introduced  for  the  de- 
fence,  one  ut  the  distinguished  lawycre  ui-ose  and  moved  the 
discharge  of  the  tbi-ee  nmnibers  of  the  trust,  who  were  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Vacmini  Companyij 
and  managed  it  for  the  trust.     The  prosecution  were  noM 
taken  imawai-cs  by  the  motiun.     The  Dietrlct  Attorney's  able 
awistaiit,  William  L.  Marey,  liad  gathered  all  the  precedents 
and  equipped  himself  to  resist  ttic  discharge.    lie  and  the 
District  Attorney  fought  hard  to  have  the  principals  in  the 
company  go  to  the  jnry  with  their  agents,  bnt  in  vnin.     Mr.., 
Marcy  pointed  out  that,  as  sliown  in  tlie  case  of  The  People  tw. 
Mather,  "to  charge  partners  as  conspinitors  it  is  not  neccs>H 
eary  even  to  show  that  they  were  tlio  original  conspiratora.  \\ 
It  is  sufficient  if  at  a  i<ubscrjiicnt  time  they  become  party  to  it    . 
by  accepting  Ibo  benefits  derived  from  the  conspiracy.    The 
ease  lays  that  down  in  exact  tenuB." 

The  Judge:  "Must  there  not  bo  an  adoption i" 
Mr.  Marey :  *'  That  is  an  adoption — accepting  the  benefits." 
TUc  Judge :  "  They  may  accept  the  benefits  without  know- 
ing." 

Mr.  Marcy :  "  Then  the  jury  may  infer  that  knowledge  from 
all  tlie  circumstances.  Tbc  jury  arc  the  tribunal  to  determine 
wlicthcr  01'  not  the  parties  had  the  knowledge."  ]ktr.  Mnrcy 
pointed  out  that  there  was  everything  to  lead  the  jury  to 
infer  that  these  men  were  parties  to  the  plan,  "Where  did  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  take  pkecl  At  Roclicstcr, 
where  the  works  are  ?  No ;  at  New  York,  where  these  men 
carried  on  their  other  businoss.  Tlic  Rochester  representa- 
tives dance  in  attendance  wherever  tlicee  I^«w  York  parties 
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desire  tlicni  lo  go.^*  He  pointed  out  to  the  jtiilge  tlmt  the 
trustee  wlioiii  Albert  met  iu  Now  York  after  the  explosion 
kncsT  of  tlio  plan  to  take  liim  to  Boston.  He  showed  that 
tlio  same  tnietce,  when  remonstrated  witli  by  Matthews  for 
bringing  patent  suits  withont  foundntlon,  SAid  that  he  in- 
tended to  carry  thein  on,  and  if  he  was  beaten  in  one  court, 
ho  wonld  cirrv  thcin  to  a  higher  court.  Jnst  in  the  eainu 
u-ay  the  Kocliester  representative  of  tlic  truBt  had  bsid:  '*I 
will  bring  lawsuits  a^'ainst  you.  I  will  ^t  an  injunction 
against  you."  "  When  the  liochester  manager,*'  eaid  Ulr. 
Mnrey.  "hired  Albert,  Lo  did  not  pretend  to  bo  abla  to  inako 
a  bargain  until  lio  had  been  Iu  Now  York  and  consulted  about 
i[.  He  nag  in  New  Yuik  b«furo  lie  tclegraplied  lo  hiiu  to 
come  to  New  York.  This  sigtitlicsnt  fact  points  home  the 
conspiracy  upon  the  gentlemen  wIjo  ro&ido  in  New  York." 

fBnt  the  judge,  and  not  the  jnry,  rendered  the  verdict  as  to 

I'tlie  three  members  of  the  trust  on  trial.'   He  failed  to  re- 

'  member  or  observe  tlio  law  tliat  loaves  it  to  the  jury  to  render 

the  verdict.     He  announced  that  he  had  decided  to  grant  the 

I  motion  for  their  discharge.     There  was  silence  in  the  court- 

I  room  for  a  moment.    Then :  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  hearken 

I  to  your  verdict  as  advised  by  the  Court,"  came  in  eonorone 

'  tones  from  tho  clerk;  "yon  find  the  defendants  "—naming 

tlio  throe  menibors  of  the  oil  trust  at  the  bar — '-not  guilty  of 

the  erimo,  as  charged  in  the  indietinenl,  so  eay  yon  all." 

The  jury  looked  scared  at  being  addressed  so  peremptorily, 
but  eaid  nothing. 

"  The  New  York  men  looked  happy,"  said  one  of  the  observ- 
ers, *' but  their  Kochctter  u«eociatcs  nnd  codcfcndaiita  did  not 
smile"  Upon  the  discharge  of  the  trustees,  one  of  the  Buffalo 
dailies  said  that  whether  thero  was  any  conspiracy  at  all  is  nn 
undecided  qncstion,  but  it  should  be  rcinornboi'ed  titat  the  oil 
tru.«t  and  the  Vacuum  Oil  Company  "  have  been  honorably  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge  of  having  anything  to  do  wltli  the  mat> 
ter.  As  tho  case  now  stands,  it  is  simply  The  People  against" 
—the  two  Rochester  managers. 
Fool-  men!    It  was  (or  this  that  they  aaccnmbcd  to  the 
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attacks  of  the  oil  ti-uetces  npon  tbeir  bu^iiiess,  sold  them  for 
$iiOO,000  three-qiini-icre  of  a  concern  wLicli  produced  iftSOO,- 
000  in  dtvidende  in  one  year  for  tlie  lucky  coinjuerors.  became 
viwGuIs  instead  of  iiinttters  in  tLivir  own  rctiitei-y.  It  was  for 
$10,OUO  a  yeai-,  divided  into  §t>50y  for  ono  and  $35UU  for  the 
otiicr,  tlint  they  undertook  to  fctcli  ntid  cam'  for  tlicir  enzc- 
ratus,  even  to  tliu  gates  of  the  ]>otiitenliary ;  atitl  wlicii  dis- 
covery and  couviccion  came,  to  bear  iii  silence  apua  their 
own  shoulders  the  guilt  nnd  libanie  from  »liich  otlicrs  got 
only  "  tiiore." 

Tlie  trial  of  tlio  tvro  rcinaiiiiiiji  defendants  proceeded. 
Neither  of  thccn  took  the  £taad.  In  a  depoeilion  the  elder 
eaid  it  was  Albert  wlio  had  epoken  about  inispluciiig  llio 
pipes ;  bat  when  nskod  what  he  said  in  reply  to  a  suggestion, 
which  no  one  better  than  lio  knew  the  Bignificinco  of,  lie  re- 
plied :  "I  luadc  no  reply  to  it,  but  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
very  scandalous  proceeding.'*'  Albert  iiiid  told  how,  in  con. 
vcr&aliou  in  Culifornia,  bis  employer  bud  described  bis  plans 
M'ttli  rcj^ard  to  Miitthewg. 

"  Wo  wtmld  liiivu  jiiHt  got  them  fellows  in  a  boat,  right  in 
tbe  middle  of  the  Ktreiini,  and  we  would  have  tipped  thuui 
two  over,  ai]d  drowned  thcin,  and  you  %vould  have  been  all 
rigliL"'  "If  I  ever  tnndo  sucb  a  remark,"  this  defendant  de- 
pOBvd,"it  was  iti  a  playfnl  liumor.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing playful  rcmnrkt!." 

Witness  after  witncee  had  to  confess,  under  croEs-cxamina- 
tion,  tliAt  \m  testtinciiny  had  been  wHtluti  and  rewritten  by 
himself  or  tbe  Iiiwyer  fur  tho  defence,  and  carefully  conned 
before  coming  on  tlio  stand.  Tbe  District  Attorney  a&ked 
one  of  these  tutored  %ritneasc3  why  lie  had  read  over  tho 
written  prepaiatiuu  of  bis  testimony  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
oourt-bouee  just  before  going  on  tbe  etaud. 

"  I  read  it  over,"*  bo  replied,  lucidly, "  for  the  simple  reason 
of  reading  it  over." 

"  Jnst  to  practice  in  reading  t" 
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"  Well,  jicrbaps  wc  inij^Iit  call  it  practice  in  readiug.*' ' 

" This  prcpiiratiou  of  tlio  teetitnon^,"  auid  llie  District 
Attorney  to  tlic  jurr,  "  whicli  I  etigtofttizo  aa  infamoDs,  thift 
f^ing  to  a  witness  and  writing  him  down,  nnd  hnving  him  fix 
it,  and  vritc  it  over  again,  and  keeping  it  in  his  mind,  and 
reading  it  over,  nnd  so  going  on  tlie  stand,  is  not  the  waj  to 
try  a  lawsnit,  in  mjr  mitui.  I  write  nothing  down.  I  coach 
no  witnesses.  I  want  s>  witness  to  tell  mc  his  story.  I  put 
him  on  the  stand  and  he  tells  me  his  etory;  but  no  writing 
down,  no  reading  over.  It  is  not  right,  and  it  i&  very  liable 
to  be  very  wrong." 

Several  witneBsce  were  introdoced  to  proFO  that  Matthews 
liad  oScred  to  settle  the  criminal  proB(>cutioD.  Ho  could 
nut  liavc  dune  eo  had  he  wished  to.  The  criminal  case 
waa  in  the  hands  of  the  Stale.  Of  the  witnesaea  who  made 
this  clinrgo  against  Untthew^,  one  was  a  etockliolder  in  t]t« 
trust,  another  hftd  been  a  stocliholdcr  in  one  of  its  pipe  lines, 
and  both  had  to  admit  ou  cross-examination  that  the  occo- 
sioD  of  bis  alleged  agreeing  to  settle  the  case  had  been  that 
they  had  gone  to  him  for  their  friendFi,  nnsolicitcd  by  liim 
and  unexpected,  to  tind  ont  at  what  price  he  would  sell  his 
works  to  the  combination.  "  I  was  anxiona  to  settle  the  crtTni- 
nal  proeccation,"  said  one  of  these  nmbassadorE'. 

"Anxious  lor  whom  r'  aaked  the  ever-ready  Diatriot  At- 
torney. 

"I  should  Bay — nobody,"  replied  the  witnese,  in  confusion. 

"Mr.  Matthews  told  hiui,"'  said  Mr.  Iliram  Ilenediet,  one 
of  the  beat-known  citizens  of  I^ckport,  who  was  present,  "that 
if  they  bought  tlie  capital  stock  of  the  company  they  could  do 
what  thoy  cIiohc  M'ith  tliu  civil  suits,  but  with  llio  criniiuni  suit 
lio  bad  nothing  to  do ;  the  people  hud  that  in  charge,"  * 

The  lawyers  tried  to  make  a  jest  of  the  whole  proceeding, 
and  affected  to  look  upon  the  incidents  of  this  rii'alry  with 
their  powerful  client  as  something  too  trivial  to  be  noticed. 
''Isitatrivial  matter,"  asked  District  Attorney  Quinby,"tbat 
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it  Bliall  bo  decided,  once  for  all.in  ncourt  of  jtistico,  tliat  in  an 
all^fiil  republic  yon  and  I  »haU  not  stnrt  n  bnsinoBS  wliich  is 
ariviil  to  Konic  ono  eleo)  Tlint  is  tlio  i^siio  here,  mid  yi?t  tlm 
lawyers  for  the  accused  tell  us  it  is  trivial.  It  ietlio  iimsl  Jiii- 
portaiit  question  tlint  was  ever  left  to  »  jury  of  twelvE!  men 
in  this  or  any  country  in  tliis  age  of  monopoly."  TIil'  jnry 
thought  so  too.  Tlio  meaning  of  the  policy  of  sitpprt-csing 
competition  was  skilfnity  described  by  Judge  Edward  Hatcli, 
Mr.  KfuttliowB'comiBel  in  the  civil  snit  for  <]a.m.igcs,nnd  Iicrc 
again  tho  jury,  represonting  the  people,  llmuglitsotoo.  "Wlien 
a  man  or  a  curporatlon  is  in  a  position  to  control  the  market 
ns  to  a  given  iirticlc,  tlien  everybody  is  within  their  powef, 
and  it  n-stt;  with  their  conscience  to  determine  what  sliall  be 
the  price.  Every  tiino  you  farmers  at  home,  or  yonrwivee  or 
daoghtcre,  take  joiiroil-can,  tnniit  up.  till  your  lamp,  and  then 
sit  down  to  read  by  iC,  yon  can  luidcrstjind  what  is  meant  by 
this  proposition  to  crueli  those  nion  out. ...  It  was  a  matter 
that  not  only  theeo  three  men  were  interested  in,  hnt  every 
person  that  lived  in  the  commnnity.  Competition  would  run 
along  to  a  point  where  yoii  conld  get  the  oils  that  yon  nee  in 
your  families,  to  grease  your  wagons,  and  tw  burn  in  yonr 
houses,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  at  a  price  that  should  give 
the  manufacturer  n  tmv  prufit,  and  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  On  Iht!  other  hand,  if  you  leave  that  open  to  these 
parties  to  rcgnlnte  .is  they  saw  tit,  having  a  monopoly  of  the 
market,  then  you  rest  upon  the  conscience  of  a  corporation 
and  put  your  faith  in  a  soulless  individnal." 

It  is  one  of  the  few  bright  lines  in  this  pictiiro  that  when- 
ever the  people  got  ft  chance  to  make  tliemselves  heard,  their 
utterance  was  always  right  and  true.  The  four  juries  M-hich 
passed  npun  the  facts  understood  thetn,  and  had  Che  moral 
standard  by  wliicli  to  judge  tliem  aright. 

One  of  the  trust's  employ^  was  put  on  the  stand  to  break 
tliQ  effect  of  the  evidence  tliat  the  competition  of  the  now 
works.had  put  down  the  price  of  oil.  "In  tho  enrly  part  of 
18SI — the  winter  of  1S81 " — he  said,  "common  oil  was  5J 
cents  a  gallon'* — this  to  prove  that  tho  reduction  had  pro- 
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ceded  the  appearance  of  tbo  new  rcfinerr.  He  iras  con* 
fronted  by  the  District  Attorney  ^rith  one  of  his  ovra  bills  of 
oil  Bold  in  i-'cbni;ir^-,  ISSl.  "  Tlint  woiiUI  »eem  to  be  a  sale 
of  ISO  dcj^cCB  oil  at  13  cents  a  gallon,"  ho  confessed,  and 
added,  awkwardlj-,  "  I  was  asked  as  to  the  wiiitel-  of  189i. 
Tiiat  is  not  the  winter  of  ISSl  as  1  niiderstatid.  1  meant  to 
•peak  from  Jnlj,  1881,  and  6oon.'" 

The  great  Uvvyers  held  np  to  the  ridicule  of  the  jury  the 
idea  tltst  the  ^&e&  of  distilling  petrolciiiii  were  dangerous. 
MAttlicn*!!  stated  on  the  stand  that  ho  had  Been  this  gas  barn 
lip  dcrrickit,  property,  and  several  men.  The  lawjcre  cootd 
not  lut  aiiythiiig'su  ubeiird  go  unchallenged. 

"  Did  it  explode  V^  he  was  asked  smartly. 

»Yes.Biiv' 

"And  how  did  ttio  *e:tpIosion'  burn  np  the  men  and  prop- 
erty?" with  a  knowing  look  to  the  jury. 

"Tlic  gaecfl  crept  (jtiietly  to  ilio  boilers,  unobserved,"  said  the 
wilness,  "  and  :iil  at  once  tlio  whole  ntmosplicre  was  ablaze." 

The  witnesBca  who  tried  to  prove  that  no  harm  could  have 
resulttid  from  th«  liiniperiiig  with  the  still  hroki^  down.  One 
of  thctii  wan  the  inspector  of  oils  at  the  cuiuliiiiutton's  refinery 
ftt  Cleveland.  He,  too,  had  once  been  an  iikdcpendcnb  refiner, 
hut  Lad  passed  iiiidfr  the  yoke.  He  declared  with  every  pos- 
eible  variation  of  phrase  that  tlicro  could  not  have  been  an  ex- 
ploaion  at  the  Jinffalo  works;  but  the  District  Attorney  got 
out  of  him  piticenii-al  admissions  that  the  "escaping  pctrolo- 
um  gnses  woiihl  be  iiillaminable" ;  that  "in  a  damp  day  jou 
would  expect  thetii  to  settle  close  to  the  elill";  that  then,  IE 
they  came  in  roiilact  with  fire,  "yoti  would  Iinve  a  Iar;»e  flash, 
and  Ctioeuiiio  tlioee  vflpore;  if  fi  person  was  in  the  vicinity  he 
woald  bum." 

*^I  ask  you  if  iL  would  be  a  safe  thing  to  fill  a  still  with 
115  harreU  of  petroleum,  pat  under  it  an  exireincly  hot  fire, 
n>  that  tho  front  portion  of  tlie  still  is  a  cherry  red,  and  a 
weighted  safety-valve  U  Mown  off — would  you  consider  that  a 
Mfe  thing  to  do?" 
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« I  would  not." 

Still  another  of  tlieae  witnesses  endcJ,  liI;o  Bnlnniii,  by  say- 
ing just  tlie  opposite  of  wliat  Imtl  been  wanted  of  him.  lie 
testitied  iimt  tlie  c!ic:ipc  of  giiscs  fiuiu  tlte  ttiils^ and  even  tlieir 
ignition,  was  a  matter  of  no  consequence  —  "it  may  oceor 
at  any  time'"- — ^luitiL  lie  was  cross-cxaminct].  It  turned  ont 
then  that  liis  own  works  liad  boon  burned  llireo  times  by  tlie 
ga$es  from  dietillution  tabin"  Qvo.  "Tlieeo  ^sce/'  lio  had  to 
admit,  "look  Hcg  and  hnrncd  llio  rcociving-liouee.  A  man 
got  burned  u[)  witli  it." 

"Arc  you  willing,"  t!ie  District  Attorney  asked,  8arcastic«l- 
ly,  "logo  down  to  tlie  Buffalo  works  and  liave  tlieui  niii  some 
vapor,  oil  a  qiiii^t  day,  on  the  ground,  and  let  yuu  etaiid  in 
ttio  middle  of  it  And  touch  it  off!'' 

"  I  am  not  anxious  to  do  tbat."' 

Every  one  lookod  to  sec  Matthews  crushed  by  tlio  cross-ex- 
amination, in  accordance  with  the  widely  adrertieed  pi-omisofl 
of  the  connsol  on  the  other  side. 

"As  he  stood  lip  to  take  the  oath,"  said  the  New  York 
World,  "and  confronted  the  men  with  whom  lie  had  been  si 
BWord'«-poiiit  fur  &ix  yell's,  men  of  uiiliniitcd  wealth  and  ah 
most  unliuiited  iiiBiicnoc,  and  controlliDK  the  must  gigantic 
monopoly  of  any  age  or  any  country,  Charles  R  Matthews 
looked,  us  a  good  obeerver  said,  what  lie  proved  hiiii.self  to  bo, 
a  fighter,  who  will  never  know  when  he  i.i  whipped.  Hard 
knockii  and  a  Btriigglo  of  yeara  against  an  alhpowurfnl  enemy 
liuYO  whitened  Ins  hair,  and  fict  firm,  hard  lines  ahoiit  hit;  face. 
Hie  eyes  are  deep-set  under  ii  prutniditig  forclieiid  and  black, 
bushy  loshos,  and  ai-c  dark,  tirni,  and  ecarciiing.  His  jet-black 
beard  is  luxuriant  but  coarse,  lii&  whole  head  mid  face  boRpcak 
the  dojrj;cd  ]>erbistence  in  following  a  foe  tliut  is  characteris- 
tic of  iho  man.  He  is  tall,  well  built,  and  with  those  whom 
lie  knoii'8  to  lio  friends  he  is  kindly  .and  almost  jovial  in 
his  maimer."  lie  tuld  his  story,  and  the  jiiiy  believed  it. 
Ono  of  the  most  damn>;ing  portions  of  hia  testimony  vraa  that 
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gU'en  to  coimect  the  New  York  members  of  the  trust  u-itli 
the  coudpiracjf  by  showing  that  tliey  iiad  iJie  actual,  practical, 
continuous  raanagcniciit  of  the  Vaciinin  in  matters  email  tut 
well  ti  lai'ge.  Mnttliewe,  when  in  their  employ,  was  kept 
rtiDniug  to  New  York  contiiinally  to  see  one  or  the  other  of 
tlicin  nboilt  gome  detail  of  the  biiiiiiiiese.  Seeking  to  brcnk 
down  tlie  forec  of  thiii  teRtimony,  tlic  big  ^un  of  tlie  legnl 
buttery  opened  on  him. 

"Uat  yon  did  not  Rec  tliu  nniiie"  of  the  oil  coinbliiatioa 
"lip  over  the  office  that  you  went  into  (in  Now  YorkH*' 

''I  do  not  tliinU  I  ever  t>aw  tliu  natuo  over  tlic  othec  that  I 
went  into.  I  think  thnt  name  is  not  often  in  view  orcr  where 
they  dt>  bueincss." 

*'  What  makes  you  think  soi'' 

*'My  experience  and  observation." 

"  What  experience  and  obeervation  Iinve  yon  bad  C 

"Do  you  want  I  shonld  tell  it  all !" 

"No,  you  need  not  tell  it  all.  We  will  let  that  go  now." 
3IatthcwB  had  been  in  their  employ.  lie  knew  about  the 
gtnlf  of  lobbyists  they  keep  to  go  from  capital  to  capital  ns 
needed. 

For  lack  of  evidence  the  jury  was  offered  ahnne  of  Mat- 
thews, Kpokcn  by  the  brilliant  attorney  on  ii  slioiit  which  en- 
abled tlio  populace  oiiteidc  the  cotirt-hout^u  to  heir  \\vt  epceeh, 
and,  M  the  vcr4let  proved,  deafened  tbe  jury  to  his  eloquence. 
The  jury  preferred  the  view  given  by  tbe  District  Attorney. 
"WIiGn  I  look  upon  tlie  troubled  face  of  Matthews,"  said 
District  Attorney  Quniby  in  his  closing  of  the  case,  *•  I  know 
what  is  coming  upon  his  head.  When  I  know  the  &trn<;glQ  lie 
his  gone  through,  tlic  integrity  thnt  \i  in  his  heart,  I  would 
say  to  him,  'Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  you  have 
witiistood  the  powerful  arm  of  this  insatiable  eurporation. 
You  stand  to-day  honored  from  one  end  of  this  land  to  tho 
other.' .  .  .  I  nm  proud  that  in  tlio  county  of  ICric  has  been 
born  8  gentleman  who  lias  liad  the  bravery  and  fortitude  he 
has  sliowu." 
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The  jury  was  composed  of  nine  formers,  one  Uilor,  one 
Btore-keeper,  and  one  railroad  foreiitfin.  "  So  intelligent  a 
jorj,"  eaid  the  liuSdlo /!^press,  "is  proof  perfect  that  the 
verdict  it  fBtiirns  ia  tlio  only  one  warnmtod  by  tlie  law  and  evi- 
dence." TliG  jury  found  ail  tlie  dufendantii  guilty  u-lioin  tliei 
coart  allowed  tlietn  tu  try.  Tli«  verdict,  '"Guilty  n&  charged' 
in  the  indictment,"  was  given  May  18,  1887.  Every  i)o»i- 
bility  of  i([i|ii.-iil  Jiiid  rovei-sal  w;ie  reaifrtud  to.  The  judge 
granted  a  stay,  und  tlile  left  the  Uefciidantit  mmentviiccd.  A 
motion  for  a  new  trini  postponed  tlic  dny  of  fato  nntil  De- 
cember 24,  IS8". 

Wlion  tiic  jndgo  decided  iigniiist  the  new  trial  nn  appeal 
was  taken,  and  was  carried  tlirongli  every  court  except  the  I 
Jiiglicst.  Legal  procedure  in  New  York  makes  tlie  courts 
a  hnutiug  itreserve  for  those  who  can  afford  the  luxtirics 
of  litigation.  Tlie  law  was  changed  by  tlio  Field  code  so 
that  demnn-cre  and  counter-appcale,  jiroccedings  and  ancillary 
proceediiigii,  on  icchnical  puiiits  can  bo  earned,  one  itfttr  an- 
otlier,  fruin  court  to  court,  while  tlio  real  point  at  i&giio  lias 
to  wait  untried  below  for  the  results  of  this  ititerniinablocoa- 
teat.  By  grace  of  this  power  to  carry  preliminary  and  tech- 
nical questions  from  court  to  court,  at  the  pleasure  of  quib- 
bling and  appealing  lawyers  and  procrastinating  judges,  from 
courts  of  Oyer  and  Teniiinev  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  General 
Term,  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,,  rich  corporations  and  iiidi- 
Tidnals  are  able  to  tire  out  altogether  all  ordinary  opponents. 
It  was  only  by  help  of  very  able  and  highly  paid  lawyei-fl, 
wfficcrsof  the  courts  and  of  justico,  tiiat  tho  law  of  New  York 
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was  "  reformed,"  so  tliat  tlie  leBliiiical  parts  of  a  ca&o  couKl  bo 
to  such  ail  extent  dieeiigngcd  froiii  the  iiiaiii  body,  and  sent 
forward  and  backward,  up  and  down,  ihrongh  tho  wliole 
fieriua  of  etppeatii,  coneuiiiiii^  endless  time  and  money,  wliilo 
■poor  men  seeking  justice  kick  their  lieeU  in  the  lowest 
courts. 

As  the  tiino  for  prononticiiig  ficiitenc»  came  on,  petitions 
for  mercy  were  circulated  in  IliiiTalu  and  Ilochester.  Tho 
memlii^rs  of  the  jury  which  had  fonnd  tiie  accnseil  guilty  vtcm 
labored  witli  scpiinitcly  to  sign  a  rccantntion.  Only  eix  snc* 
cutiilwd  and  Kigimd  u  statement  tluit  the  priiioncrs  Mcre  fnnnd 
gnilty,  not  bccftiisc  tliey  bnd  conspired  to  blow  wp  tbcjr  rirars 
refinery,  bnt  becftuse  tliey  liad  enticed  away  Albert.  This 
recnntulion  nas  in  tbo  face  of  the  judge's  eliargo,  which  had 
made  tho  plot  to  blow  np  t!ie  liiiifalo  works  die  chief  and  tho 
important  inquiry  in  this  caec,  and  the  verdict  had  been  glTCQ 
under  tiio  intliicnce  of  this  view  of  the  ciise.  &lx  of  tlio 
jury  6aw  the  impropriety  of  making  tliis  f^tatcment  iiftcr  thoy 
had  diilmtidcd  and  pasdcd  from  under  the  legal  and  moral  ro- 
Btmiuts  they  felt  u-lien  sitting  under  their  uMth  of  oBicc,  and 
refused  to  tiign  it. 

When  the  p:iper  from  the  complaisant  six  jurors  wns 
banded  in,  the  District  Attorney  said  in  court:  "These 
jurors  ]-eceivL'd  money  for  making  these  altidavits.  If  re- 
quired to  do  so  I  will  prove  the  statement."  lie  was  not 
called  Hpon  to  do  so.  ''  These  affidavitg,"  he  said  afterwards, 
"were  proenred  for  tho  purpoee  of  inttucucing  the  Court  to 
administer  the  lighter  punishment,  since  they  tended  to  show 
that  the  verdict  was  directed  against  the  tighter  offenco.  One 
of  the  jurors  told  me  bo  had  been  offered  money  to  sign  ono 
of  thctie  atUdavits,  and  he  knew  of  one  jnror  who  had  received 
810  for  6Jgniu^  one." 

/When  the  last  possibility  in  tho  way  of  proceedings  for  a 
■tajr  or  for  a  new  trial  had  been  exhausted^  except  argumeat 
of  an  appeal  in  the  Court  of  AppeaU,  wliioli  wiis  known  to 
be  useless,  sentence  was  pronounced.  The  penalty  provided 
ia  the  stutntes  was  imprigunmcnt  for  one  year  in  the  2>cniten- 


tiary,  or  a  fine  of  ^250,  or  botli.  Tlie  iiiwyei-s  pleaded  that 
the  elder  of  tlic  coiivictetl  moii  was  old,  timt  tlio  yoniiger  bad 
JQ&t  returned  from  a  wcddittg  tour  in  Eiirapo,  that  some  of 
the  wealthiest  niid  most  prominent  citizens  of  Uociicstet-  had 
petitioned  for  mercy,  and  that  six  of  tho  jnry  had  done  like- 
wise. '  Katih  was  Boitleroed  to  pay  a  fine  of  ^250^  Notice  of 
appeal  w^a  givmi  by  the  convicted,  and  a.  year  was  consnined 
on  botli  HtdeH  in  preparatioriM  tu  Qglit  the  ease  to  a  bitter  finish. 
But  the  appeal  was  ubaiiduncd^  A  new  trial  and  new  itea- 
teiicc  might  lifivu  ended  wi>rse.  The  iiiie  was  paid,  and  these 
employ^  of  the  trust,  upon  whoso  record  at  reputable  and 
inoffensiro  citizens  for  all  tho  years  of  their  busiDcss  cai-cer 
no  shadow  bad  fallen  tilt  they  entered  i(a  oniploy,  took  thcrc- 
Ijy  the  place  agsignod  them  by  the  jnry — thai  of  conncta 
gnilty  of  crime. 

(  Crime,  it  geemj^.  may  in  this  country  be  cheaper  than  com- 1 
petition.  They  who  receired  the  larger  part  of  tlie  benefit 
of  the  enticement  of  Albert,  of  the  haradsin^  litigation,  of 
the  damage  done  by  tlio  explosion,  and  of  the  bankruptcy 
wliicli  was  liiiully  produced  by  those  means,  went  fruo  of  all 
punishment;  and  the  employing  found  their  crime  but  little 
less  than  a  pastime.  After  his  conviction,  and  before  his  sen- 
tence, one  of  the  two  married.  His  wedding  was  attended 
by  many  of  the  ;j;ruat  men  of  tho  trust — magnates  in  the  New 
York  world  of  allairs  and  its  atfiliatcd  interests.  It  glittered 
with  gold  and  sikcr  and  precious  stones  which  they  sent  to 
signify  to  tlio  world  that  they  stood  sponsor  for  biiu. 

Tiio  case  of  some  humble  boycottors  was  then  fresh  In 
the  public  mind.  Certain  working-men,  on  strike,  handed 
around  printed  eircniars  in  the  streets  of  New  York,  ro- 
i]ncsting  people  not  to  boy  beer  sold  by  their  employer.  In  a 
few  weeks  from  the  time  they  dropped  those  circulars  iu  the 
itreets  they  were  in  the  penitentiary  at  Sing  Sinj;:.  It  waa 
shown  on  their  trial  that  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  tbey  were  violating  any  of  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
what  they  did.  It  was  shown  on  the  trial  of  the  oil  men  that 
tliey  did  know  tliat  the  course  tlioy  had  in  view  was  criminal, 
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and  were  warncc]  \>v  »  lawyer  it  might  l&nd  lliem  in  )>nBon. 
"It  was  rery  fortunate,"  said  tlie  New  York  ITwrW,  '*  tiiat 
tlicjr  wero  not  \KiOi  men  corivictcil  of  iitenling  a  liani."  ' 

Oiicof  the  rcaaone  giTVii  by  the  judpo  for  his  leniency  wii» 
that  prominent  citixeiis  of  Bnfialo  and  ICocliceter  bad  begged 
for  rncrey.  "  With  tlic  very  highest  respect  for  the  judge," 
said  the  Buffalo  £xj}tvsa,  "»$  tlio  Kepresx  liu8  often  doniOD* 
stritcd,  wo  ninet  say  that  this  u  »  mighty  <{ueer  excuse. 
Three-foiirlhs  of  those  citizeoB  are  in  one  way  or  aiiulher 
identified  in  interest  with  the  oil  trust,  a»  tlie  judge  could 
readily  have  ascertained,  and  their  tiaincs  on  that  petition 
were  entitled  to  no  mora  moral  weight  in  lite  conBideration 
of  this  CADO  thftn  the  names  of  the  two  gnilty  men  ahould  haro 
lisd  if  they  lind  Been  fit  lu  sign  it.^ 

The  sentence  raised  ii  whirlwind  of  indignation.  "As 
ridicnIoiiB  as  anything  that  could  be  imagined/'  said  the 
Philadelphia  Ledger.  '*lt  is  high  time,"  Baid  the  New  York 
If'oW'/,  "that  the  lines  were  drawn  between  comi^tition  and 
coiiepiracy,  between  luisinew  and  brigandage."  Referring  to 
tbe golden  harvestof  $300,000  dividends  in  one  yearon  a  cap. 
tta)  of  $lf)l>,000,  representing  an  original  investment  of  only 
$13,500,  the  World  said  :  "The  monopoly  of  this  eort  of  buai- 
ness  is  a  very  Kcdncttve  thing.  It  is  calculated  to  make  men  of 
luoro  holdncAs  than  morals  blow  up  factories,  or  do  alrnoBt 
anything  else  to  control  the  field."  "  It  can  afford  to  blow  np 
a  rival  refinery  every  day  in  tho  year  at  that  price,"  eaid  the 
Erie  Dttpatch,  "Tliere  liavo  been  eonspiraciea,"  said  the 
Oil  City  Ji!iS3ttrd  (Pa.),  "to  injure  the  busineM  of  oppofii- 
tion  concerns  right  hero  in  Oil  City,  nud  the  cunepirators  havo 
never  been  pimiKhod."  **It  ie  —  a  light  suntenee,'*  was  the 
comment  of  the  Itnflalo  Comiaercial.  '*  Poor  criminaU,"  the 
Buffalo  Erpram  declared,  "may  well  wonder  why  rich  ones 
ara  let  off  so  easily.  It  is  cqnivalont  to  deciding  that  wealth 
may  securely  indulge  in  that  inexpensive  sort  of  aiiuieeiiQent 
as  a  mere  pastime.  Who's  afraid  I"  it  asked.  "What  con- 
cpimtor  'in  rcstniint'  of  trade  ib  nfraid  of  n  9250  fincf 
"Certain  it  is  that  no  wealthy  criminals  convicted  of  such  a 
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eriine  over  before  received  from  a conrt  sncli  n.  nioukery  of  jna- 
tiee/'  was  tliw  verdict  of  tlie  SpnngBeld  (Mass.)  Jiepuilican. 

Tlie  fiicL*  of  tliis  cflBC  Iiave  not  been  careleaai^y  examined  or 
dcciJud.  Two  grniid-jiiries  in  siiccesaioii  puaaed  upon  tbo  flv* 
idcncc  and  found  it  good  eooit^li  for  Indictments.  Two  petit 
juries  licnrd  tlic  eviiJciice,  butli  for  and  a^uinat,  in  the  utvil 
nnd  criniiiml  amis,  and  found  it  guod  enoii^li — one  jurj'  for 
$20,000  diiiitiigeH,  Hnotlier  for  a  verdict  of  eniniiiall;y  gniltj. 
Seventy  pi[;ked  eitizciis  liavo  nnaniinously  cunciUTcd  iti  the 
decision  "(inilty.''  And  tlii$«uarlct  letter  tlie  monopoly  will 
always  liavc  to  cany. 

*'  So  surely  as  Mattlicwg  lives,  and  so  long  ae  Iio  live*  "  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Qiiinliy  said  in  tlic  criniiual  prosecnlion,  "  lie 
will  never  again  make  nnotlier  dollitr  upon  a  barrel  of  oil  lie 
may  niannfacture.  Tlie  word  lias  gone  forth,  right  in  this 
court'Tooin,  lliat  this  man  slintl  be  crushed,  nnd  he  can  never 
again  niti  liIs  works  snccoE«fii]ly.  That  iB  goin^  to  bo  one  of 
the  resiilta  of  tins  caec."  Tlie  fultilmcnt  of  this  prediction 
came  ewiftly.  Tlii^  sQiitonco  of  niiti  npoii  Mattiitnve  was  cxo- 
cnted  before  eentence  was  even  prononncod  upon  the  conspir- 
atora  against  liiiii.  Uo  hud  been  loft  crippled  by  tlic  flight  and 
oorruptiotioflti«  partner,  the  only  practical  oil  inaiiiiitlia  enter- 
prise. When  he  tried  to  obtain  auiiie  one  to  take  his  place,  ho 
could  not  gvL  word  of  any  one  not  connected  willi  the  oit  com- 
bination, lie  did  not  dare  to  advertise,  and  knew  no  one  in 
BoOido  he  conld  venture  to  speak  lo.  He  had  made  contract* 
before  opc7iiiig  tlic  works,  and  waa  unable  to  till  then).  Tlio 
pipes  liad  been  t.iid  wrong;  it  lonk  hiin  a  year  trying  one 
way  and  another,  .tnd  making  a  great  many  miiitakes,  to  aet 
tlicin  right,  iliii  third  partner  wiis  friglitoncd  back  into  the 
employ  of  the  oil  combination  by  threatening  litigation. 

Theu  canio  the  suits  to  destroy,  pimctiinlly  as  tlirci toned.' 
"If  one  court  docs  not  sustain  tlic  patents,  we  will  carry  tbcin 
up  until  yuii  get  enough  of  it,"  one  of  the  trustees  said  to  Mat> 
tliews.    One  of  the  Kocheeter  nianagcra,  in  speaking  of  the«e 
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sniU,  said:  "I  doirt  know  »s  \tc  irill  gain  anything  really, 
bnt  w.  will  mnbarrofii  tlietn  hy  bringing  tlicsu  oiiits,  nnd,  if  it 
is  nccusiiary,  wc  will  brinj;;  tlicin  onco  a  iiiontti ;  jcs,  wo  will 
bring  Ihom  once  a  week."  One,  two,  tiircc,  four,  Jivo  enite 
came  with  iiijttiictions.  *'  Noll  and  void  ■'  was  tlic  verdict  of 
court  after  court  oii  the  wortlilcM  patents  nnd  protended 
tnidc-riiarkB  on  which  he  was  sued. 

Matthews  Iiftd  to  keep  pnshitig  his  pnreiiers  to  trial.  Wliat 
tlicy  wanted  was  not  decisions  bnt  delays,  to  rnin  hiiii  by  tlic 
waste  of  time  and  money.'  "It  cost  me  one-third  of  my 
tiiue,  and  $25,t)00  ur  more  to  defend  these  suits.''  These  suits 
were  used  to  bcju'c  away  hifi  cufitomcrs.  "  I  was  instructed,'^ 
said  the  Boston  rep  rose  ntatirc  of  the  cotnbinntion,  **to  tcU 
the  enstomers  tlial  the  niiffiili)  cniii|)any  wero*ns!ng  llicir  pat- 
ents."' The  sole  legal  victory  the  combination  won  was  the 
recovery  of  si?c  cents  (Intimgoti  on  a  tuchniiral  point. 

Alattlicwie,  on  liissitle,  took  \o  the  c>uurts.  llu  sued  his  per- 
secutors as  individuals  and  corporations.  Ho  pui-sucd  them 
civilly  and  critninatly.  lie  was  successful  in  defending  lilni' 
self  Bgninat  their  suite.  All  his  suits  wore  successful  as  far  ss 
he  was  able  to  carry  thoni.  One  suit  for  dauingea  produced  « 
$20,000  Fordict;  another  was  for  iJSSO.OOO,  on  the  stilt  stronger 
evidence  procured  in  tlio  criminal  tntil.  It  look  M»ttbewtt 
twoycars — from  XSS3tolSB5 — toget  liia  firet  case  fordamagcn 
for  conspiracy  to  trial.  All  that  time  was  consiitnod  by  hie 
opponents  in  qnibbtes  about  procedure,  technical  objections, 
and  motions  for  delay,  appealing  them  from  court  to  court. 
The  judge,  in  taking  from  the  jnry  afterwards  the  three  trus- 
tees who  h.id  been  brought  to  trial  for  conspiracy,  declared 
tlint  ho  conid  sec  no  reason  to  believe  that  these  ^uittt  had  been 
brongltt  without  probable  cbubo.  But  the  jury  before  which 
tho  suit  for  ditmagcR  was  tried  saw  plenty  of  sucli  reasons,  and 
gave  MaithewB'  oomj>any  a  verdict  of  :j;3t\000  damages.  The 
Ttowa  of  tho  judge  and  jnry  might  have  varied  in  the  same  way 
on  the  qnoBliou  of  the  guilt  of  the  three  members  of  the  triut. 


■  See  du.  uiL  to  ixvL 
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Matcliews  woke  iipona  mornin<;  to  diecovar,  as  he  Iiad  boen 
told  lie  wonlil.  that  timre  \\:i&  no  Alias  Cutnpauy  to  get  tiis 
oil  from.     Curiioratiaiin  iuhj'  havo  nn  souls,  but  ttiey  can  love 

.each  other.  The  Eric  Railroad  kiUcU  tlio  Vipo  line  of  titc  At- 
las Cutiipany  for  the  oil  cociibiiiation.'  Tliu  coiirls  !ia<l  been 
kept  busy  f^raQting  iojimctions  ngninet  it  on  the  motion  of  the 
Erie.  Tlicsc  were  invariably  dissolved  by  the  conrts,  but  nn 
application  for  a  new  one  wonld  nhrajR  follow.  At  one  tiiiio 
the  lawyers  had  fifteen  injunctions  nil  i-e^Hdy  in  their  hands  to 
be  sued  out,  one  nfter  the  other,  as  fast  ».%  needed.  The  pipe 
line  ivas  Unally  destroyed  by  force.  Where  it  crossed  nnder 
tiie  Erie  rond  in  the  bed  of  a  stream  grappling-irons  were 
fastened  to  it,  and  %citli  an  immense  hawser  x  locomotive 
^innled  by  two  freight  curs  full  of  men  pulled  it  to  pieces. 
The  Atlne  line  and  ivlluery  became  the  "property"  of  Ihcir 
enemy.  M.ilthew£'  supply  of  crude  oil  was  not  cnt  off  im- 
medi-xtcly.  lie  was  lapcrcd  off.  One  of  the  superintendents 
of  the  AtlnstestiGcd  in  the  ^uit  for  damages  Halthc%rs  brought 
against  the  Atl.is  after  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
bination, that  by  the  order  of  the  manager  of  the  refinery  lie 
mixed  refuse  oil  with  tlic  crude  v;hicli  thcysold  to  the  Buffalo 

_X.«bricating  Oil  Company.  Finally  the  supply  was  shut  off 
lUogetlier. 

MuttliGwa  turned  tu  tlie  railroads  connccltiig  Biiffaiu  witti 
the  oil  country.    They  all  put  up  their  rates.     At  the  in- 

|icccaaed  rates  they  would  not  bring  hint  enough  to  keep  him 
Idling;  they  would  not  give  liim  ears  cnongh,  and  told  Iiim 
tlioy  would  not  let  liim  put  his  own  cnrs  on  the  road,  Even 
the  lake  gteamei'S  raised  their  rates  against  him.  The  farmer- 
ra6nor  was  taking  his  lesson  in  the  coarse  which  had  driven 
his  first  employer  to  dig  oil-wells  becanse  *'  there  were  restric- 
tions in  tlie  shipments."  Cut  off  from  a  supply  by  cither 
pipe  or  mil  at  Buffalo^  Matthews  made  an  alliance  with  the 
Keystone  Ketinery  in  the  oil  regions.  War  was  now  made 
upon  tlto  Koystorie.    It  vas  finally  mined. 
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Packs  of  lawyers  were  net  upon  Matthews,  snd  tlie^-  finallj- 
brought  him  Jowri.  An  attorney'  appeared  before  a  judge 
and  made  a.  motion  that  the  property  of  MattheW  toinpatiy 
be  taken  uiit  of  Mnttiiows'  bauds  iirid  he  placed  in  tlic  charge  of 
B  rccoiver,  as  ofliccr  oi  the  conrt,  to  ^ccnrv  a  debt  due  a  BufFalo 
bank.  This  done,  the  lawyer  appeared  before  the  judge  who 
afterwards  decided  that  $250  tine  was  pniiishmcrl  enough  for 
criminal  conspiracy,  with  an  offer  from  t!ie  monopoly  to  pay 
$17,300  for  tiie  discontinuance  of  the  snite  for  damages  which 
Matthews  had  institnted,  and  iflGS.TOO  fur  all  the  other  aescts. 
The  other  creditors  and  all  the  etockholdci's  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, hut  the  jtidgc  granted  it.  Tliero  were  two  tM\\.»,  One 
had  produced  a  verdict  of  S20.UOO,  and  the  other  one  for 
8.250,000  was  brought  on  the  new  niid  much  stronger  evi- 
dence sccnred  in  the  criminal  trial.  As  to  the  vahie  of  the 
property,  Matthews  had  brought  his  enterprise  to  the  point 
where  it  was  worth  $20,000  a  year.  It  was  cnpable  of  pro* 
dticing;  many  times  tliat  ainoiitit  of  prolit.  lliul  not  Albert 
been  cntited  away,  tlic  new  works  would  have  yielded  a  profit 
of  orcr  $100,000  the  first  year.  They  had  a  capacity  of  70  to 
SO  barrciti  a,  day  of  Inbricatttig  oil,  and  the  profit  was  $.5  lo 
%6  a  barrel  at  the  time  Malthew&  and  Albert  went  into  the 
hiisincBi!.'  The  judge,  ovennilinj;  a  rnjijoiity  of  tlio  creditors, 
ordered  the  receiver  to  accept  the  offer.  He  gave  as  his  i-en- 
nri  for  Belling  these  diimiige  euits  that  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion had  alrc.idy  t»ken  place  for  the  same  otTcncce,  and  a  per- 
son could  not  be  punished  twico  for  the  eaino  offence.  Aa 
thcj  had  not  yet  been  punished,  this  i»cant,  if  it  meant  any- 
thing, that  thesiiita  woratobo  sold  out  for  ttiig  inconeideniblo 
snm,  And  the  giiilty  men  were  to  get  their  punishinent  iu  tha] 
sentence  he  was  to  pass  upon  tliciii  in  the  criminal  conrt. 

Three  months  la  It- r,  before  the  Baiiie  judge,  these  convicted 
agents  stood  up  to  receive  tlieir  criminal  sentence.  The  judge 
gave  them  the  lightcet  BCDtcnc«  in  liis  power,  "  nominal  puQ- 
t*hment."    Ho  did  so,  ho  was  reported  by  tlie  Buffalo  prcn 
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to  liiive  said,  becAiiso  "it  lias  come  to  the  atteution  of  the 
court  tliat  civil  suits  liavc  been  bronglit  to  recover  ilainagcs 
Biisfatricd  by  rcaeuu  of  tlic  sAnio  overt  acts.  Large  punitive 
damaged  uro  demanded  in  tliosc  acCioiiE.  It  is  fundamental 
tliat  a  person  cannot  be  punielicd  twice  for  the  same  offence." 

The  jiidjjQ  had  released  them  fioiii  ihe  suite  for  damages  be- 
cause they  were  to  be  punished  criiiiinallj-.  Now  lio  ruluased 
thcui  from  any  but  nominal  punishinent,  becansc  there  }iad 
been  snits  for  damaorgs.  One  would  irkfer  Lliat  the  civil  suiCa 
for  damages  were  in  full  career  in  the  courts,  to  end  possibly 
in  Iiiindreda  of  tiioiisaiids  of  dollars'  damages  against  the  con- 
victed. No  QUO  ^vo^ld  infer  wluil  was  the  truth — and  who 
should  have  rcincuibcred  it  so  woll  ns  the  judge,  for  it  \y&6  lie 
who  IihJ  done  it? — that  the  civil  suits  had  been  ordered  sold. 
The  j»dg«  Inid  ordered  his  oQkcr — the  receiver — who  had  the 
lucklc&d  Mftttbcwfe'  affairs  in  Jiie  jrri[).  not  to  try  tlic  cases,  but 
to  sell  tbcMi.  The  suits  had  been  ordered  eold  in  February 
preee<ling,  and  thoy  were  as  dead  as — jneticc.  But  as  all  the 
techiiicnl  fonnnbtics  and  kIotv  pror^eedings  needed  to  consum- 
mate the  lifile  h:id  nitt  been  completed  when  sentence  wag 
poased  in  May,  the  daiiiagcH  ttiey  mij^tit  prodnce  were  mjidc  a 
reason  for  iiillicting  none  but  noiiiinnl  pnnifiliment.  Tito  order 
of  sale  made  it  iuiprobiiblij  that  lliey  cuuld  ever  be  tried. 

Of  the  money  paid  into  conrt,  nearly  half— $3i>,000— wont 
to  the  lawyers,  and,  eruelcet  stroke  of  all,  the  attorney  who 
had  made  tlic  enecegsful  motion  before  the  judge  to  take 
Matthews'  property  away,  and  to  order  the  forced  sale,  got 
9>50l)i>.  Matthews  got  notliing.  Even  biis  right  to  sue  his  de- 
stroyers had  been  sold  to  tbcm  on  their  own  motion  and  at 
their  own  price,  1 

,  The  crime  was  plotted  in  March,  18S1.  Tii©  participants! 
were  indicted  in  iS86.  It  tool;  until  ^ifay  15,  IS8T,  to  socHro 
conviction.  While  sentence  was  »tiil  nnpronounced  Mat* 
thews'  properly  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  of  the 
conrt,  January  16,  1888;  the  property  w«s  soUl  by  oriler  of 
the  conrt,  February  17, 1888;  eentenco  was  pronounced  May 
8, 1SS8;  the  formalities  of  the  sale  were  consammated  July 
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It,  ld>'!f';  fttid  the  ecQtencc,  coming  last  of  all — tlic  fino  of 

I    M50— wftB  oxccHto<l  May  1,  ISSD. 

L-f  Mnttliewe  liad  tried  to  Diako  money  to  oil,  mid  lind  failed; 
but  Ilia  competition  liad  forced  those  in  control  of  tlie  inxr- 
kuts  to  iticreaae  tlie  price  to  the  producer,  and  lie  inadc  light 
clicnpcr  to  the  community.',  In  IJoffalo  his  euterpriee  hnd 
oauscd  tlio  price  to  drop  to  C  cent«  from  12  and  IS  cents, 
in  lioeton '  to  8  cents  from  20.  Oil  ha&  never  einco  been 
n*  high  in  Roston  or  liuHalo  as  before  he  challenged  tbo 
tnonopolv.  And  he  forced  the  struggle  into  the  view  of  the 
|>ublic,  nnd  succeeded  in  putting  on  record  in  the  archived  of 
courts  and  legislatures  and  Coiigrees  a  picture  of  the  reali- 
ties of  modern  commerce  certain  to  exercise  a  profound  iiillu. 
eiico  in  ripening  the  reform  thoughl;  \Yith  ^^-hich  onr  air  ie 
charged  into  reform  action. 

Nothing  ig  so  drnmntic  ns  fact,  when  ron  can  find  the  fact. 
The  Iroatment  his  church  gnro  the  brother,  who  had  been  the 
Tictiin,  s»  judicially  declai-ed,  of  a  criminal  conspiracy,  is  de- 
scribed in  the  following  letter  from  Mattben's: 

*'  tlnTiiU',  Jdiiaarf  IS,  Un. 

•'  Mr  iiEAii  FiiiKs».~As  joar  failivr  waa  &  clergynuin,  nnd  its  yaa  feel 
sn  iiiter»«l  in  cliurcb  nffatis,  I  think  you  will  wlsli  to  know  of  bij-  recent 
«xpericDccs.  My  chuitli  bcro  ia  not  u  ricli  ouv.  tul  v,'«  pay  aa  iuui:li  for 
ctiiircli  music  as  vc  do  as  »iilar.v  to  our  piixtor.  Prutmblv  tli(<  ni.'iiIiL!est 
miiii  111  our  cburcb  Is  aa  ngi-ni  uf  tlio  oil  truU.  Hr  locclTnt  uulmy  of 
$lK,Of)0  per  year,  and  keeps  ihtir  rMni)  nloTf  hen.  itnd  liitn  been  n  witDeM 
forilicia  iu  important  luitx.  IJo  docs  not  l>cloiig  loourcliUKU,  but  Irto 
troslcc  nnil  iTL-tuurrr  of  llic  Cburcb,  and  U  Tcry  kind  to  a)ir  pusEor.  whom 
be  look  last  Humincr  on  <|uitt'  au  (•xtondt'd  vaciLtioo  trip  In  Huw  Kngland. 
But  you  know  iho  clus  of  men  that  usually  b«con]e  Iruslcee  iu  our  city 
cliiirtlic^i  llicse  d.iya. 

"  My  piutor  Rurprised  mo  n  few  dnys  aS'>  ^y  making  a  vixic  al  my  o{Qc«. 
and  li'llmj!  mif  ibnt  ni  my  U^rm  ot  ofllcc  us  rnvmlMT  nf  tlic  tcMlon  rxplred 
eooii,  ii  migbt  be  bcMt  for  oic  onl  to  Ih-  a  canditlalc  for  reelection,  ill  viuw 
of  nbnt  Ibc  novnpapfrH  bad  ta'tA  (iboiil  nw.  niid  Uicoppnskioti  tbcrcwas. 
IId  Mill,  liowcvcr.  that  lip  personally  (rlt  friendly  lo  inc.  nud  rc^rdud 
tne  biglily.  lie  seemed  to  be  cmbnrrnMccil,  but  I  quickly  relieved  tliQ  rit- 
uatioQ  by  saying  tUat  I  bad  told  my  family  soma  months  bcforo  that  I 
•tiould  Dot  again  bnld  a  cbun;b  office.    I  luld  the  docii>r  be  well  knew  I 
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did  not  dcfiira  offico  ia  or  out  of  llui  CUarcli.  True,  the  newspnpcra,  under 
ilin  iiiHiinice  of  the  oil  uiiat,  lutd  ridiculed  me  us  '  fHt(ni;r  Mitulieu'a  froni 
ilieoiiiiDirjr.'  Kill  u'liy  Kliould  my  putli^r  itiovk  iiin  Miiili  &u<^li  Kliattow 
pKIoncc-s  for  rriieons  for  cintirli  oppnuUfnn  to  mc  ?  I  lind  cn^^f it  In  lltC- 
flit  business  Milhoiii  tli«  coiiBciit  of  tlic  oil  monopoly,  ami  my  pastor  ihcu 
HDd  tliffe  la)d  mf>  my  frit'iidH  llioiiglii  mc  faotlunly  iu  doiog  so.  I  outd 
banlly  auppri'Ss  my  fcvlings  nti  bcnriiig  ttiis  auid  by  tLi«  mau  wlia  Ijiiplizcd 
my  cliiidrcii  aui]  iiiitiiBlcTH  ul  IIil-  cli<jr<:li  nlbir.  Wiiut  could  idl  liiia  lueuu  ? 
I  liKil  ciiilr  fnitjiilil  fiiT  my  ri};lttit  man  AiiUTicJin  nli/.cit,  tis  timnuiifitcturet 
and  dbipiMT  of  nil.  I  hiid  )Mi*n  miMliiliiril  in  (.>T('ry  ilctitil  Oy  Uio  coiirU.  I 
lind  convicted  in  our  CAUtM  promtnfiat  men  nf  conspiracy,  little  UiinlciBg 
timt  tlic  entitle  power  of  tbesc  men  could  co mo  to  dominate  tlic  Cliurcli 
iu«ir.  My  (eellagiwere  inlensc.  and  woids  come  llilck  anil  f.iBi — all  loo 
Uiin«  to  express  niy  feelings.  I  (old  tile  doctor  liow  I  had  struggled  on 
from  boylKKx),  and  at  inidille  •■i^\i  lind  iiccuniulated  a  few  tkouMitid  dol- 
Un,  nni]  in  jill  tlieM-  yt'Nm  luiil  nevtr  sntrd  n  mini  or  l>cvn  micd,  ami  tltni 
my  struggle  w  iili  tlw  nil  nioimiioly  wiw  fur  ri^litu  thi»L  no  otii'  wortiiy  m 
1m  catlcd  a  man  iluru  to  Riirrcndcr,  I  TMd  llie  d<Klor  liov  1  liiid  been 
bounded,  and  my  business  beaut  hy  Bjiics — that  my  friends  had  often  lold 
nie  1  was  In  daiiger  of  asaassloalioD  if  I  ocLitiaucd  the  fliihl.  iu  the  courts, 
lie,  liavliij^doiie  lib  errand,  seemed  uneasy,  and  unxious  lo  go.  1  told 
liim  I  had  seen  tlie  riniri);  and  eurruplEiiK  power  of  this  tnint  iu  Ibvir 
control  of  our  ithli-rcnen  luid  coiirtei,  in  etiitc  mid  iiiitloriul  le^ciAtiilion.  I 
cuuld  witnem  all  this  nltli  comparative  cii'iiiiionun-:  liut  it  miidc  erery 
drop  of  my  blood  Iml  In  U'C  Uicm  erect  ihcir  iillan  for  llnmmon  woraLip 
la  the  Cliutdi  of  tlic  living  Ucxl.  I  had  seen  the  liurd-nca  carningsof  a 
lifetime  iwcpt  awfiy,  oud  hud  lioped  that  iit  leust  one  word  of  sympathy 
tnlg'bt  come  from  llio  Cluircli.  If  I  bud  lic^o  rolihed  by  old  faftliiODcd 
Lighwuymeu  and  llie  Cliutcli  received  none  of  thu  loot,  clturcli  syoipalliy 
would  liiive  iH-cri  hearty  and  abundant.  Dm  n»  ;  Siibliaib  nfter  8iibbaili 
our  reviTi-nil  ilncior  rlxea  iu  tli«  pulpit,  ami.  iit  the  regular  tinio.  ciys  : 
"Lfll  uswomliip  (Jod  in  the  jjlft  of  moopy.'  II^'Hgion,  divino  worship, 
and  tnom-y  all  vet  m  to  have  n  like  nieaniiig  oe  Tbcy  iitxi  alternately  luen- 
tloord  in  our  pulpit.  My  ancestors  far  buck  ncro  church  pixiple.  tmt  LliU 
wonhipping  money,  or  worahipping  Qod  wiib  money,  U  all  new  to  roc. 
It  VOA  uol  Ibc  acccptftblo  woroliip  rttt'^i'red  by  CliiUt  nod  tauffltt  by  hia 
diaciptej.  After  (be  c»n?eraaiioii !  hod  with  my  p.aiiior  that  diiy  I  Inidced 
Imwk.  but  could  not  itk«p  tbnt  night.  My  IiMirt  wiu  too  full  of  Korroiv  us 
wdl  M  anger.  I  hope  v^ju  wlil  forgive  me  far  writing  you  «o  long  a  let- 
ter. I  huvc  written  iiuieli  tu'trc  than  1  intcndud  lo,  but  did  not  »ec  wliera 
lo  itop.  Tbcrc  me  many  tilings  1  wish  you  cimld  sec  but  not  expericDce 
In  aw  life  of  a  buBitiess  man  nowadays.  I  want  you  to  write  often,  u 
drery  wcrd  from  a  irtie  friend  is  prised  tilijldy  ia  Iheee  ilurk  dayi  for  ou." 

Tlic  ncLioii  i>f  tlie  jii<Jge  iit  tliis  and  niicitlier  (!c>lebrAtod  case 
vas  mudcaii  issuti  in  tliu  elections  in  ^'cw  York  in  ISSD.   Ia 
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June,  1S82,  tlie  milroada  in  Xew  York  City,  rnther  (lian  pay 
the  freiglit-liaiiiilcre  tlio  20  cciite  an  Lour  tlicy  atkvtl  for, 
instead  of  17  cents,  brought  tlie  Lnaincss  of  tlio  ctty  to  a 
6top.  Tlicy  lofiiBcd  to  liinploy  tliuir  olii  iiitn  nt  tlint  price, 
and  did  nol  supply  tlieir  plaws.  Trncks  by  llioiigRiids,  lioavy 
witli  inefcimndisc,  stood  before  tlie  niilroad  freight-IionscR 
for  days,  wniliiip  in  vuiii  to  lio  iiiilofided.  Tlie  trade  of  ttie 
iiiclropoiia  was  ptirnlyzcd,  aiid  tljc  rnilroad  ofticiais  tat  serene- 
ly in  tijeir  otficw,  letting  the  JAin  pile  np  until  tlio  frclght- 
liandlcrs  were  ftarved  into  net'cptiiig  tlio  wajjee  tlioy  were 
offered,  and  coiiHuci'cial  distross  liad  made  the  luuiiieis  eoin- 
mniiity  dospcnite  enongh  to  tolernio  tliat  iiijiititice,  or  any 
oilier  iniquity,  provided  tlie  "Goddess  of  (teltin^'-on"  were 
»llott'cd  to  got  on  again.  It  was  8o  cicnr  that  tlic  jiricc  asked 
by  tlio  men  was  fair,  ntid  tliat  llie  refinul  of  tlic  milrnads  to 
set  llicm  at  work  and  keep  t!io  cliaiiiicU  of  tradu  open  was 
duo  to  ft  purpose  to  m  ami  fart  uro  srtcli  widespread  lose  and 
trouble  tliat  the  public  should  be  goaded  into  for^tfulnesg  of 
t!io  rights  of  the  men,  that  public  opinion  forced  tbc  Attor- 
ney-Gt-rieral  of  the  State  to  act.  lie-enforced  by  able  eouiieel, 
liQ  applied  for  n  peremptory  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the 
roads  to  rceume  operations.  TJiifl  motion  cnnie  befurc  tliis 
Buffalo  jitdj^c,  tl>en  eitting  by  sMigniiient  in  iS^uw  Vork.  lie 
kept  the  people  waiting  ten  days,  and  tbeu  quashed  and  dift- 
missed  the  petition.  Tho  doeisiou  of  the  Supreme  Conrt, 
composed  of  judges  of  both  ]»trtiu8,  rerei-aing  his  action,  was 
nnanitnouK,  liut  ibe  mischief  lie  had  duiio  Wits  by  timt  time 
— January  17,  IS83 — long  past  tneuding. 

Wlicn  he  was  nominated  to  be  judge  again,  after  )ii8  indo- 
cision  and  dccieion  had  swelled  the  dividends  of  tho  groat 
railways  of  New  York,  the  prcsidiufj  officer  of  the  convention 
which  was  to  choose  him  to  bo  their  candidate  %va»,  by  a  co- 
incidence, alsio  the  president  of  one  of  the  great  railway  cor- 
porations which  bad  been  involved  in  the  jndici.il  proceeding 
of  lft82.  Tiie  judge's  record  was  made  one  of  tho  issues  in 
the  State  election  which  followed  tho  defeat  of  jnetice  in 
Buffalo.    He  was  nominated  by  tho  Itcpnblicans  in  1&S9  for 
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Judge  of  the  Coart  of  Appeals,  ttie  liigtiMt  court  iu  tlio  Sla' 
of  New  York,  and  the  nomirjation  was  asserted  by  the  Now 
York  7'emes,  it»  a  leading  editom),  to  Lave  been  procured  bjr 
lliQ  oil  tnibt.  Its  '*  influence  was  active,''  eaid  the  Tinier,  "  ill 
eecnrin)];  tlie  nomination  of"  tliis  judge.  **. . .  An  atiornej 
who  line  laboi-ed  in  Xii  hilcrcsta  at  Allmii}'  during  tlii^  l;iHt  two 
Sv£«iuii£  uf  the  Ix'gisliittire  wao  L-uii^^piciiung  atiiong  tliH  men 
who  did  the  work."  The  Now  York  7Vm«r,  the  Buffalo 
Courier,  the  New  York  Star,  the  New  York  World,  am!  other 
leading  joiii'riaU  of  the  State  retold  the  ^Uny  of  the  trial,  and 
declared  tliat  the  jiidgu^s  Action  in  taking'  the  ca£o  of  thtt 
niembei'-i  of  tlio  trust  from  the  jury,  nnd  tiie  «eiitonce  he  gave 
tlie  convictud  ngeittti,  rnnde  it  clear  tlint  he  wne  nnfic  to  be 
a  judge.  The  uil  combination,  the  World  enld,  editorially, 
"  have  bud  jigfiit*  bn»y  tins  year  trying  to  fieciire  his  elevation 
to  the  liighest  tfuiirt  in  the  State.  .  .  .  Wt;  say  cnnlidniitly  that 
tlie  liistury  uf  the  case  establishes  liJiS  eongpiciioiis  iiiitiliiu«8 
for  a  ptiice  o»  Ilie  boncli  of  the  Co«rt  of  Appeals.  Ho  should 
be  dcfcHted,  and  with  Liin  the  oppressive  monopoly  which  is 
actively  seeking  hie  election." 

He  wa«  defeated  witli  the  rest  uf  llie  ticket.  J^istrict 
Attorney  Qninby  was  re-elected  eevei-a!  terms  in  snccession. 
After  their  victory  llic  people  went  to  elecp.  but  not  the 
eowerof  tares.  At  the  election  of  ISW  the  nomination  of 
this  judge  to  a  eoat  on  the  bench  was  sccui-cd  from  both  parties. 
Kor  fimrteeu  years,  therefore — from  1S90 — a  scat  of  the  Su- 
preme Coiirl,  one  of  the  must  important  tribunals  of  justice 
in  New  Yurk  .Slate,  will  be  occupied  by  tliis  judge,  before 
whom  innsL  (.■ome  many  qiieations  affecting  oil  traneporlation, 
electric  lighting,  natural  gas  and  illuminating,  etreet  railways, 
banking,  and  utijcr  intereeta  of  the  oil  trust. 
'  Monopoly  cannot  be  content  with  controlling  it£  own  buei- 
neu.  It  is  tliti  creature  of  the  same  law  which  has  always 
driven  the  tyrant  to  control  everything  — government,  art, 
litcralui-e,  even  private  convcfsation.  Any  freedom,  though 
seemingly  the  most  remote  from  any  possible  hearing  upon 
the  tyrant,  mav — will  grow  from  u  little  leak  of  liberty  into  fi 
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miglity  flood,  sweeping  ]iis  palaces  anil  (ImigcoDR  awjiy.  The 
czftr  knows  that  If  lie  lets  iiis  people  Iiave  so  iniicli  freedom 
as  free  talk  in  tliyir  aittiiig-roonis  llieir  talk  will  gatlier  into 
a  toi-nado.  In  all  ages  wcaltli,  lik»  all  power,  lina  fonnd  that 
it  inudt  nilo  all  or  notliin^.  Its  dcstiDv  h  riito  or  ruin,  aud 
rale  16  but  a  slower  ruin.  Ucnco  wc  find  it  in  America  creep- 
ing  liiglior  every  year  up  into  tlio  seats  of  control.  Its  lobby- 
iets  force  the  nomination  of  judj,'e6  who  will  conetruo  the  laws 
as  Power  desire*,  and  of  sonfitoi*  who  will  gel  pawod  siicii 
lawB  as  it  warua  for  its  judges  to  construe. 

The  prose,  too,  must  be  controlled  hy  Power.  During  the 
oriininnl  trial  at  Buffalo  otio  of  the  oil  com  bin  alio  n'a  detec- 
tives wuK  put  on  tho  £tniid.  Ho  was  compelled  to  produce  liie 
written  iiistniutioiis  from  tlio  coniisiul  of  the  IruHt.'  These 
lind  been  given  liim  at  the  oflice  of  the  oil  trust  in  New  York. 
He  forwarded  his  reports  to  ita  office  in  New  York,  and  ri> 
cuire<l  hie)  pay  from  tUo  same  place.'  lie  Bcnt  his  suboixli nates 
to  get  employment  in  Malthewe'  works,  and  through  lliem 
obtained  iaforraation  from  liio  inside.  The  monopoly  paid 
one  of  these  detectives  ^3.50  a  day  for  Fipyitig,  while  he  could 
earn  only  ^1.50  a  day  for  working. 

'*  I  see  here  further,"  said  the  Dwtnct  Attorney, '' '  Why  tlie 
Express  published  tho  last  complaint' " — in  Matthews'  suit  for 
9250,000  damages.    *'  Did  bo  aek  you  to  Jind  nut  about  thatP 

•'llodid.' 

"That  is,  he  wanted  you  to  fiad  out  what  arrangcmonts 
were  made  wit}i  tbc  Buffalo  ExpnM  to  havu  llio  complaint 
pubb'slied  V' 

"  Ytrs;  the  whole  compI&iuL  It  covered  tho  whole  of  the 
newspaper." 

"And  do  yuu  know  'how  many  copies  were  taken  by  Mat- 
thews r    Did  be  tell  yon  to  find  that  out,  too  V 

"Vcf«,  sir."' 

t  TMtimony, TnM<»,  OoiigrMS,  168B,  {^  439,804.  *aara«,  p.  894. 

'  Tvitlnioiiy,  SUQugraiiliU-  Itcporl,  p.  Sfft.  This  puMgc  alao  Is  otnitccj  la  the 
Inatciipt  tutnisbed  die  ctaunltliM  ol  Ooigrtst  bj  Uib  eouuscl  of  tho  (ruit. 


CHAPTER   XXII 


ANOTHER  TALE   OP  TTVO   CITIES 


South  16  tlie  most  Aniericnn  prirt  of  Aiuun'cn..  ,  Cloee 
C^Hervci'd  note  as  its  especiat  ctiaractermtic  the  [ircservation 
of  tliu  original  Anglo-Saxun  typcA,  whicli  garc  tliiii  cuutitr^  its 
firet  mid  (Iticpcet  impreee. 

TliC  South  is  not  yet  so  6tco]iC(]  as  tho  North  in  tlic  coiu- 
inercialiflin  to  wliicli  it  is  all  of  lifo  to  huy  and  eell,  and  its 
population,  less  affected  Iiy  tmdo  and  inimigrjition,  rcmairiB 
more  nearly  American,  ns  tlie  falLors  wci*  Ainerican,  than  the 
parts  of  tlic  coiintry  flooded  by  tite  fnll  foree  of  the  modern 
tide.  Only  in  the  South  is  there  record  all  throuj,'ii  tliia  liiii- 
tory  of  a  man  "  too  prejudiced  to  hiiy  "  from  those  who 
claim&d  tho  solo  right  to  sell. 

TIio  iiiorehantd  of  Colunibns,  Mi^issippi,  were  bnyinp;  their 
oil  of  tliu  tuutheni  Uraneh  of  the  coinhiiiation  when  they  were 
ofierod  a  supply  at  cheaper  priccii  hy  an  independent  refiner. 
They  uitkcd  the  comhination  to  niect  '.liis  competition  of  tlic 
markut.  This  wns  refused.  There  '^vcro  eleven  Jirnis  there 
which  Bold  oil  in  eoiuiection  with  other  things.  Tliu  conihinA- 
tion  *' coolly  informed  us,'"  wrotconoof  thctirms  toa  jonnialof 
tho  trade,  "  that  wo  wore  in  their  j>ower.  and  could  not  buy  oil 
from  any  one  else,  and  that  wo  should  eitlier  pay  eiich  pric«8  as 
thoy  demanded  op  not  soil  oil.  We  immediately  formed  an  as- 
(socUtion  among  our^elrcsand  ordered  from  other  partiei^  On 
reoeipi  of  our  fii-st  car  they  iminodintcly  pitt  the  retail  price 
below  the  cost  per  car  lots,  and  for  some  timo  tried  to  whip 
D8  Id  tliat  way.  as  we  still  declined  to  handle  thoir  oil.  They 
tJien  wroto  offering  to  rebate  to  several  of  tho  larger  (irras  if 
Chgy  would  withdraw  and  leave  tlie  siimllor  ones  to  %ht  the 
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^^•ttfo  atone.    TliU  proposition  -we  declined,  and  ihcv  nj^ain 

tlie  low-price  dodge,  tliclr  agent  tvlliiig  iin  tliut  tLie/ 

W«u1<i  ei>cnd  910,000  to  crush  us  out.     Tliie  game  t]ic,v  tiavQ 

kftow  boon  trying  for  tlirec  ycui's.  and  ia  tliac  time  wc  Imvc  not 

*lundl«d  ODO  gallon  of  their  oil."     As  tiiegc  devices,  in'ceisti- 

bla  in  mora  eommcrcial  civilizations,  did  not  fool  ttio  brothcr- 

of  CjliimUi^  a  special  agent  wns  sent  to  Columbus  to 

Pcwry  on  tlie  war. 

'*  You  can  tvll  tlio  Coliimbns  mercliaiits  if  this  does  not 
C««oceeil  we  will  have  it  oat  on  oilier  linee."  tlie  agent  was  In- 
rctruct«d,  tn  the  strain  of  tlio  totter  to  the  mci-cliant  of  Nasti- 
ville.*  *'  Tlie  battle  has  not  fairly  opened  yet ;  eliarpen  up 
yonr  sword,  wo  moan  war  to  tlio  knife,"  And  again:  "We 
want  Columbus  ttfjuelelied,"  waa  the  word  soiat  thu  agent  from 
the  lieadqiiartcra  at  Louisville. 

Ho  W!i8  ordered  to  start  a  grocery  etoi-c  in  Columbus,  to 
Cot»[>cCe  in  tljcir  entire  business  with  the  "  black-niailcr»." 
Wliito  the  tight  was  on,  and  it  was  still  Iioped  to  conqncr 
Colnmbiift,  the  roltowing  waa  kept  prominently  before  the 
l>oople  in  tlio  daily  papers: 

"  We  desire  to  stale  that  we  did  not  eetablisli  an  agency  in 
ColnmbiiB  to  force  the  wholesale  grocera  to  handle  our  oil."' 

But  seven  years  later  the  general  in  rx)mm.vid  of  this  de- 
partment told  Congi*ces  it  was  his  practice  to  tight  in  that 
way.     "Almost  invariably  (  did  that  always.'" 

"  To  threaten  the  people  eleowlicro  with  Colnmbns,*'  the 
Bgont  at  Columbus  was  told, "will  niako  tliera  scat,  as  it  were, 
and  take  oiir  oil  at  any  price."  Hut  lh6  ]>eople  of  Columbus 
did  not  "jH.Mt."  The  new  store  had  a  complete  stock  of 
groceriai.  Prices  on  everything,  including  oil,  were  put 
;i'down  to  the  hone."  But  one  esaeotial  feature  of  the  en- 
rprieo  all  the  ingcnoity  and  power  of  the  invader  could  not 
fnraisb — customers.  Ooodi  were  advcrti3e<l  at  cost ;  alluring 
Bigiia  wero  hung  out  with  daily  variations ;  but  the  people 
would  not  buy.     A  few  citizens  who  bonght  at  the  beginning, 
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without  understuiiding  the  pUn  of  cumpaigii,  camo  out  in  tlio 
newspapere  with  oards  of  apology^  and  pludges  that  tliey 
.irouUl  not  repeat  tlic  niisUke.  Local  bankers  refiisod  to  honor 
the  dnifLs  of  the  eiicmv,  throw  uiit  its  aecouritu,  and  gave  no- 
tice tliat  they  would  advaocc  uo  money  to  pcraoiis  who  bouglit 
At  it8  store.  The  puhlifl  opiniou  of  Colnmbita  so  bittcil/  ro- 
Bcntcd  the  attacU  upon  the  livelihood  of  its  merclmnts,  bo- 
Cftuee  tliey  had  dared  to  buy  where  tlicy  thoitjrht  best,  and  so 
clearly  saw  that  tlie  siibjiigutioii  of  tlie  nicrcJiniits  would  be 
but  the  preliminary  of  a  cori<ine8t  of  themselves,  that  any  one 
seen  within  the  doors  of  the  odions  store  fell  into  instant  and 
deep  disgrace.  "Their  store  is  regarded  m  a  peBt-house," 
[■wrote  ono  of  the  lending  bvisincss  men,  "and  few  respectable 
I|>eople  ever  darken  their  doors,  their  trade  being  confined 
lii06tly  to  negroes.  Tlieir  oil  triida  has  dwindled  <lown  to  al- 
moKt  nothing,  and  we  are  selling  now  to  nierclianis  in  other 
towns  who  heretofore  bought  cxchwively  froui  tlicin." 
'  At  the  di'st  sign  of  aggression  the  nierclianls  had  given  up 
competition,  wliicli  tliey  eaw  meant  only  nmliial  ruin,  and  bad 
tied  themselves  together  in  an  association.  Kow  as  the  strug- 
gle widened  the  people  did  the  same,  and  fonnd  a  greater 
benefit  and  pleasnro  in  co-operation  than  in  keeping  np  the 
delasion  of  the  "higgling  of  the  market"  where  there  wag 
no  market.  The  /nth-x,  of  Columbus,  printed  an  agreement 
signed  by  htnidrfd!!  "of  those  who  will  sustain  onr  linnic  incr- 
lanta  in  the  Btniggte  tlicy  arc  making.  .  .  .  U  will  receive 
many  more  gi^iinturee  among  our  citizens.  .  .  .  Tlio  people 
Lave  only  to  wudcretand  to  properly  decide  in  tliis  matter  be- 
tween right  and  wrong." 

''  Yon  ask  if  the  feeling  is  bitter  against  tljem  in  onr  *  com- 
innnity,'"  one  of  the  merchants  wrote.  "  1  can  only  liken  it  to 
tho  spirit  which  prevailed  when  tlio  people  of  Jtoeton  emptied 
King  George's  taxed  tea  into  Boston  Harbor."' 

Attempt  was  made  to  intimidate  the  press.  Advertise- 
ments were  dificoiitiuncd  becanoe  the  papum  supported  the 
catiso  of  the  people.  "If  tJm  agent,'*  said  thu  Index,  of  Co- 
lumbus, "  thought  the  canh  tli&t  might  be  obtained  for  sulIi 
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advertieements  cotilil  pnrrJinse  tlie  silence  of  this  journal  ivlien 
it  elioiild  Bpenk,  or  its  support  in  n  wrong  cause,  lie  reckoned 
witliout  liis  host."  "Tlic  pledge"  was  signed  by  practically 
every  man  in  tiic  place.  Tlio  country  people  about  ColumUnf, 
when  they  came  to  town  to  sell  produce  and  buy  supplies,  took 
back  with  lliein  blanks  of  the  iigreoinont  not  to  hny  tlio  obuox- 
ions  oil,  ami  cii'CiiliiCed  them  among  tbcir  neighbors  for  liigna- 
tnre.  Agents  were  iseiil  among  thcae  conutry  (K-ople  to  win 
back  their  trade,  Imt  they  could  not  be  moved.  The  cuinpeti. 
tionwa8niatitj"war  to  the  knife,"  and  the  knife  "to  the  bono." 
It  was  a  bingiilar  sight— t hie  cunccntration  of  luilliona  to  "kill" 
tlifisc  little  lucn  in  this  remote  conntry  town  in  far-off  Missis- 
BJppi.  Xotliing  was  too  small  to  do.  When  one  of  the  Colum- 
bus "rebels"  bought  oat«  for  his  trade,  a  cornpelitivo  Btoek  of 
tlie  same  kind  of  oats  was  hurried  into  Coluiiibiie,  and  these 
instriicttons  scut  with  it :  *'  Put  your  sign  out.  Kuet-proof  oats 
to  arrive  at  08  cents  to  iftl  a  bneliel.  This  will  kill  him.  The 
flume  signs  sliould  be  posted  about  mcate,  eugar,  coficc,  etc." 
/  The  plan,  of  action  of  the  Merobants'  Association  was  eim- 
ple :  they  declined  to  Imndlo  the  ciiemy'A  oil  at  any  price. 
"Tlien  to  have  a  etock  of  onr  own  alw.nys  on  hand,  ready  to^ 
aell  whenever  we  could  at  a  prolit,  and  hold  in  reserve  when- 
ever they  put  pricca  below  cijst ;  and  in  this  way  we  have  made 
it  a  losing  buGtiicfiH  to  them  for  over  three  years,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  80  as  long  as  they  remain  in  our  town. . . .  When 
our  oseociation  bays  a  car  of  oil,  «ach  member  pa>'s  for  and 
takoa  charge  of  an  equal  share,  but  the  oil  remains  the  prop- 
erty of  tho  lesociation ;  and  should  any  member  sell  out  before 
the  othci-8,  lie  has  the  right  to  buy  from  them  at  coat,  and  the 
next  ear  ia  not  ordered  until  all  arc  nearly  sold  out." 

It  is  "  our  pleasure  to  make  oil  cheap" ;  but  a  written  prop- 
osition was  made  to  the  merdmute  that  if  they  would  repent 
and  retnro,  the  price  would  be  yu  cent*  a  gallon,  with  a  a-bate 
to  tlie  loyal  dealers.  Aa  this  oil  conld  be,  and  was  being, 
l^d  down  in  Columbus  ut  1^  cents  a  gallon,  the  proposition 
amounted  to  a  rcfiueat  that  the  merchaiita  join  in  inijiosing  a 
tax  on  the  people  of  8  ocnt«  a  gallon,  whicli  must  be  added  to 
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the  retail  price,  and  go  to  swell  llio  profits  of  tlie  "e^mpatliet- 
ical  co-opei-ation."  "Can  any  one,"  said  the  Iiulex,  ''after 
knowing  these  facta,  doubt  that  in  a  jiciruniary  pnFiltoiir  iner 
clinntii  (roiiUl  liurc  doiiu  btittci'  by  fiiii-ru'iiduriiig  the  {iriiiciplQ 
and  joiiiici^  tlie  ritigf  But,  at  tlio  suiiic  lime,  could  any  reason-  - 
ing  m:in  <oven  viewing  it  in  tlio  liglit  of  policy  alone)  advise 
Bucii  a  coni-se! — one  wliicli,  i  f  adopled,  would  only  open  t]ie  door 
for  other  mono|>oHc«  to  cuter  and  demand  high  prices  on  meit, 
flour,  nnd  the  otlier  necessnries  of  life,  until  our  city  becomes 
the  liiglicat  market  in  the  land.  Let  all  good  citizens,  tlicn^ 
unite  ia  a  steady  effort  to  resist  tlie  yoke  which  thia  monopoly 
^JB  nov  trying  to  force  itpoii  U9,  and  let  us  teach  them  and  all 
itlicrs  that  our  people  are  too  loyal  to  each  other  and  too  in- 
telligent to  allow  tliemselvcB  to  be  made  the  inBtninients  of 
their  own  doBtnic'tlon. 

"Kcmcnibcr,  that  shonld  our  merchants  be  forced  to  yield, 
(he  day  of  low  prices  will  ho  n  short  one,  and  then  these  stran- 
gers, having  accompliBlicd  their  purpose  and  forced  their  yoke 
upon  yoii  and  ns,  will  return  to  tlioir  homes,  and  whilo  rioting 
in  the  taxes  wrung  from  you,  witli  your  own  assistance,  will 
laugh  nt  you  for  allowing  yourselves  to  b«  60  easily  duped,  and, 
emboldtjuod  by  Oioir  eueee&s  in  forcing  upon  you  higli-prieed 
ml,  will  Boon  return  to  demand  high  prices  ou  sugar,  coffee. 
and  every  other  article  of  trade." 

The  nose  for  ucws  of  the  Amcricau  press  scented  out  the  ' 
novelty  of  a  whole  community  ocling  as  one  man  in  ancccssful 
resistfince  to  those  who  had  till  tlien  finnd  nowhere  any  coho- 
eivc  brothci'liiicnS  to  make  a  atand  ngaiuiit  thcJu.    The  ncwi^pn- 
.pCT8  of  tho  country  took  the  matter  up.     It  wag  absolutely  the  ', 
'-  first  time  any  method  had  been  found  tliat  could  prevail  against  I 
the  tactics  of  divicio  and  conquer,  wliicli  had  been  elsewhere 
irresistible.     Public  attention  was  fa-icinatcd  by  the  revelation 
that  a  hroiliorhood  to  ravage  the  people  turned  impotent  when 
tho  people  woro  roused  to  meet  it  with  tlicir  brotherhood  of 
the  commonwealth.     There  was  in  tho  epoctacle  a  moral  illn- 
ininaCion — the  ligl't  that  never  fails.     Instead  of  becoming, 
as  bad  been  planned,  a  warning  to  all  the  people  of  the  dire 
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deetructioii  to  bo  visited  upon  any  who  dared  to  disobey,  tlie 
encounter  between  tlie  ono-man  power  of  united  Columbus 
and  the  une-ttiuii  power  of  hundreds  of  nnllioini  nf  dollai-s  be- 
came every  day  more  brilliantly  a  sign  in  tli«  sky,  showing  all 
the  people  liow  th«  iiivaeioti  of  tlieir  industrial  liberties  coiild 
bo  cliiiiigtici  into  a  ruin  luoi-c  complete  thiiu  the  rctrcut  from 
JUoscow.  Scores  of  such  asMiults  on  the  people  bad  been  won 
before.  "  What  was  being  done  at  Colnrnbiis,"  mnA  one  of  the 
ipers,  "is  but  what  they  liare  done  before  at  Aberdeen,  and 
fliiinilredsof  other  places  North  an<l  Soutli." 
But  a»  dcspoilera  iiKvm's  have  to  fear,  one  defeat  mny  undo 
a  lifutiinc  of  conqncet.,  ^Iie  BUccetiS  of  the  people  i>f  < 'tiliinibns 
was  teaching  the  people  of  the  whole  coontry,  and  of  all  mar- 
kets, that  their  real  enuny  was  not  the  oil  trust,  bnt  tlio  lack 
of  trnst  in  cacU  oilier.  '  The  people  were  lenrning  llicro  wns  a 
uiagic  in  association  more  potent  than  the  trick  of  combina- 
tions. The  Index  proposed  to  the  people  of  the  Snntli  to  join 
the  citizens  of  Columbus,  and  make  the  fight  general.  "  Tliere 
18  tills  about  it :  if  there  was  concentrated  action  among  tho 
emallor  cities  and  towns  throughout  even  this  section  of  the 
State,  wc  would  hare  no  fear  of  the  result.  The  oil  trust  may 
be  too  strong  for  a  einglo  sninll  locality,  but  if  a  combination 
of  a  certain  inimber  of  localities  handling  oil  went  effected, 
tliey  would  soon  be  forced  to  retiif.  Such  a  combination  can 
bo  and  should  be  brought  abont  at  once." 

The  struggle  at  Columbus  lasted  three  years.  It  had  fleemed 
unequal  cnongh — a  few  thonsands  of  dollars  against  hundreds 
of  millions.  But  three  years  of  this  commercial  warfare  failed 
to  break  ihe  spirit  or  resources  of  the  brave — and  wiee  because 
brat'e  —  people.  Tlie  community  never  broke  raidc.  Thty 
laughed  when  they  were  tempted  with  cheap  coffee,  flour, 
sugar,  to  join  in  tho  attcui[)t  to  baukriipt  their  home  mer* 
chants.  Thf>y  could  kuc  that  lliu  gift  of  forced  clicapneea, 
used  to  (leetroy  natural  clicapries«,  wa«  a  Trojan  liorse  bcuing 
within  iticlf  the  deadliest  form  of  donrncss.  Dcfc.nted,  the  oil 
lords  gave  up  the  eonto«t,  clo^d  their  store  in  Cobimbns,  and 
left  the  peoplo  of  that  place  free. 
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"  Eiiglaml,"  e&va  Emerson,  "roaclieti  to  tho  Alloglianicfl ; 
America  WjjiiiB  in  Oliio."  In  the  Wentem  Heservo  of  Ohio, 
hiVe  of  abijlitioiiifiU  :in<l  Union  soldiers, was  tlie  itaine  spirit 
of  Atncriai  wliicli,  iit  Culiiicilms,  Misitis-sippi,  lind  (Icfeiidcd  ilH 
market  riglita  as  uiitpoets  of  <ill  otiicr  righls.  It  was  oiiljra  few 
yoare  ago  discovered  that  tlic  Haines  of  tlio'^ burning  springe" 
of  tlio  CMpian  Sca,Cliina,And  Anicnc.i,wlio&o  torclics  kindled 
tlio  lamp  of  liistory,  were  bencon-fires  uncoinpreli ended  by  \ 
procc^ion  of  civiliznttom,  nnd  wailing  to  ligbt  lunn  to  tbo 
Imowledge  that  tlie  eartli  beneatli  luiu  w:ig  a.  G\iy  of  domce, 
huge  receivers  storing  np  the  product*  of  vaster  giig-retoila 
below.  Man  found  tliat  lie  need  not  wait  for  this  spirit  to 
oome  to  liim  out  of  tlio  ^'caverns  measnrcle^  to  man.'*  Ho 
oould  go  to  it,  03  in  oil,  and,  tapping  tlic  great  tanks,  could  Icud 
tlieii'  llighty  vontenta  to  homes  and  nulls,  to  emerge  there  m 
light  Btid  warmth  and  power. 

EKperiencii  in  oil  iiad  made  readr  xklll  and  capital  to  nse 
the  new  treasnrc.     In  a  very  few  ytairs  tlionsands  of  miles  of 
pipe  weru  laid,  and  millioiis  of  capital  inve&lcd  in  tho  natnral- 
P^aa  bt)einc««,  maliti/  in  Ohio  and  Feiiiisylvauia.     Tito  gas  was 
iound  in  the  eamo  goncrnt  localities  as  oil,  and  tho  methods  of 
procuring  and  distributing  it  were  eimilar,  and  tho  similarity 
cacity  extended  to  tlio  methods  of  udminietoring  this  bounty 
of  nature  as  *'  property.'*     Toledo  began  to  bo  Bupplied  in 
1887  with  the  new  fuel  tJirougli  pipe  Hnca  by  two  companies. 
They  obtained  their  francliiaes  as  competitors,  but  were  aoon 
,fDUnd  lo  be  one  In  ownership,  prices,  and  all  details  of  man- 
Lflgetnent.    Tho  discovery  that  the  two  companice  at  Toledo 
LlU'ero  really  one,  and  that  ona  the  evil  one  of  tlie  (ill  trust, 
.KrouRcd  the  apprcliension»  of  tho  jteoplc,  and  these  were  in- 
creased by  a  ntiiiiUer  of  circnmstan(;es. 

The  Toledo  eompanie^  got  from  tlic  city  as  a  free  gift  a 
franchise  worth  luitidreds  of  thonBands  of  dollarK,  on  condition 
that  tliey  wouI<t  supply  Toledo  before  a  certain  date.  Bat  in 
tlio  midst  of  the  work  of  laying  pipes  they  Enspcndcd  opera- 
tions, and  declared  that  they  would  do  nothing  more  unless  the 
City  Council  fixod,  at  rates  dictated  by  them,  tho  prices  tho  pco- 

90 


iOd 


AXOTUER  TALE  OF  TWO  CfTlSS 


pie  were  to  par.  Ttieso  rates  were  enongli  t'-i  pay  not  ouljr  a  < 
fair  fiividcnii,  hut  t<i  return  iu  u  fow  jeara  every  dollar  of 
capitiil  inrcHtud  in  laiidB,  pipi^e,  etc.  I^tcr  they  dcinaiidccl 
HMOtlicr  iiici'caHu  wliich,  ncccrding  to  tlitt  sworn  statcTiient  by 
tlicir  Eiipcrintendcnt  of  tliQ  amount  of  gn&  enpplJcd  daily, 
would  liavc  ttiiwmitcd  to  $^351,3t>2.50  n  yciir.  Tlioy  made  the 
clinrgeg  ro^rdlces  of  tlic  ordiiianco,  nnd  used  delay  in  f  urnieit- 
ing  gas  as  a  means  to  niako  people  willing  to  pny  tlicse  illo- 
gal  rates.  Consiimere  seeking  to  renew  their  contract*  were 
informed  tliat  the  price  would  bo  doubled.  The  companies 
had  ossui'ed  the  people  tliat  tlicy  should  get  their  Itcat  al  tiiilf 
tlio  price  of  coal ;  but  when  the  bills  were  footed  np,  ttie  gas 
In  many  casec  cost  more  tbnn  coal.  Tlie  com]Kiiiie<i  refused 
tu  supply  fuL'l  to  nil  oil  reiincry  uliieh  bad  bevn  built  iti  To- 
ledo ill  uppuGiliuii  tu  tliQ  trust  retliiurJes.  The  companies  dls- 
crltuinntcd  itj^ainst  some  customers,  and  in  favor  of  othei'B. 
The  power  to  say  wliioh  nmnufnetiircr  t^hould  have  cheaper 
fuel  limn  his  comjictitor  was  a  puwcr  to  cnnet  propperity  or 
min.*  It  was  a  power  to  foi-co  themeolrcs  into  control  of  any 
business  tlioy  desired  to  enter. 

Tlioeo  who  controlled  these  gas  companieB  appcAred  iti  tlio 
Circuit  Court  of  the  city  in  a  proceeding  which  alona  con- 
tained warning  enoogli  to  put  any  self-governing  community 
on  gnard.  The  Court  was  asked  to  deny  the  right  of  farmers 
in  Wood  County  to  give  a  way  over  their  lands  to  the  Toledo, 
Fiodiay,  and  Spr-iugtic'ld  liailway,  being  bnilt  to  give  tho  in- 
dependent oil-reliners  and  prodnecrs  of  tlie  Oliiu  oil-field  a 
route  to  market.  The  farmers  in  question  had  made  leases  to 
an  iiil  corporation  of  the  truKt,  giving  only  the  spucilic  right 
to  l)ore  for  and  pipe  and  store  oil  and  gas.  The  fanners  sup- 
posed ihnt -tlicy  had  p-irted  only  with  what  they  had  signed 
away  in  tlio  leaees.  They  supposed  tlicy  still  owned  their 
foi-ms.  When  tho  new  railroad  sought  the  privilege  of  i\  right 
of  way  the  fanners  granted  it.  Suit  was  at  once  brought  for 
nn  injaDCtion  to  pi-cvont  this  itso  of  the  land.    Aecorduig  to 
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tlie  logic  of  tim  claim  in  lliese  canes  a  fiinncr  wlio  line  mado 
snch  a  le:iso  could  not  \m\U\  a  roiid  Acros*  liis  own  fnmi  n-ith- 
oiil  i>cnnissioii.  "  Most  certatiily  not.*'  was  tlic  reply  made  bj" 
one  of  the  lawyers  to  the  judge  wlio  «eked  if  tlio  farmer  coald 

d0  50. 

Ky  occiincnccs  like  tIie»o  an  increasing  number  of  influen- 
tial citizens  were  convinced  tliat  the  gas  companioe  woiiM  liold 
a  power  over  tlie  comfort  and  daily  iifo  of  tliG  people  iioc 
wise  to  surrender  entire  to  any  corporation. .'  An  agitation  was 
begnn  for  llie  supply  of  ^a  to  tlie  people  by  themselves  act- 
ing t])rutigli  tlic  nmnicipality.  Sis  tliousaiid  citizens  sent  a,  pe- 
tition, in  tlie  seseion  of  18ST-SS,  to  tlie  Legislatm-c  to  pass  the 
necessary  cn^iUHn^  act.  There  was  a,  diaeuseion  of  the  projocC 
for  two  yeai-s.  Pnblic  opinion  grew  more  favorable  everyday. 
TJio  citizens  cLartcred  a  special  train  to  carry  a  dclcsation  to 
Ooltmibntt  tlio  day  the  i)ipu-line  law  came  before  itie  Senate. 
The  Lcgislntnrc  in  18^9  passed  tbe  !aw.     It  anthoHKed  the 

^people  of  Toledo  to  issnc  bonds  to  the  extcrft  of  8"5D/"^0  to 
bny  gas  land  and  biuld  pipe  Hncfi.  Tliie  legislation  was,  of 
conreo,  bitterly  opposed  by  the  existing  gas  companies,  aad 
tliey  demanded  of  the  Lcgielatiiro  that  before  the  law  l>oeame 
opeiati™  it  should  bo  ratified  by  a  tlirco-fifllis  vol©  of  the 
people.  The  friendaof  this  scbeme  of  municipal  eelMielp  and 
independence  accepted  tbe  cliallengc.  In  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign the  opposition  to  tbe  people  wae  officered  by  tlio  presi- 
■  dent  of  one  of  the  natural-gas  companiea,  twice  Ciovemor 
of  Ohio,  afterwards  Uuitod  Stales  Secretary  of  the  TrcTsiiry. 
The  (latiiral-gas  trustees  of  the  City  of  Toledo  in  an  official 
comnitniication  said  :  *'  There  is  reaaon  to  believe  the  money 
of  the  natiiral-gas  coinpanies  was  freely  spent  to  defeat  it." 

The  act  waa  rutititd  April,  18^9,  by  a  vote  of  T0U2  for  to 
4100  against — '*  a  vole,''  say  tbe  trustees,  "  in  which  the  heavy 
taxpayers  were  largely  acting  with  the  majority." '    Organ- 

Nn>d  labor  took  nn  enthusiniilic  part  in  the  work  of  this  elec- 
tiOD.     The  Central  Labor  Union  held  a  s|iecial  lueelhig  whidi 
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tilled  die  Inrgcst  piiblie  )inll.     Men  pai-nded  the  etreots  with 
banners  favoring  the  policy  of  i ml e pen d once.     Tlio  Kulghta' 
of  l^abor  held  meetings  to  (Jiaciiss  the  project,  aiid  the  Central ' 
Council,  i-cpresenting  all  llio  nesemblies  in  the  city,  passed , 
unanimously  rcfolittions  appealing  to  all  members  of  the  ar-J 
dor  and  all  workinif-mou  to  support  no  cindidnte  wlio  wonldJ 
not  pledge  liiiiui'lf  to  the  city  pipe  line.     At  a  meeting  of  thai 
glass  workei-8  it  was  resolved  to  be  "the  dnty  of  every  work-' 
iiig-inan  to  vole*  Yee"  for  the  pipe  Htie  tiext  Hfondnv.''   "Msiny 
of  ns  glass  workers,"  said  the  rcHoliitioirs  adopl^d,  -have  been 
employed  in  fuctoricd  in  the  Ohio  Valley,  receiving  their  nat- 
uinl-gas  fuel  friini  u  gigantic  corporution  Kimilar  lo  that  which 
now  aiipplies  Tulcdo.    We  liavc  aecn  our  employers  unfairly 
dealt  with,  and  arbitrarily  trontod  in  the  matter  of  makhig 
rates.     Some  of  them  were  forced  to  go  into  tlio  eonrts,  to 
pravent  the  extortion  of  tho  piratical  eaiupany  who  were  bent 
on  assessing  each  citizen  and  indnstry  at  the  highest  rate  \vjs- 
sible,  irrespective  of  its  effect  on  the  itidiistrici  nr  tlio  wagiss 
of  the  employes.      Many  iiianiifactiii-er9  were  compelled   to 
move  their  plants  to  the  cliectp  gas-fields  of  Ohio  and  Indiana. 
The  employes  were  compclhid  to  break  up  their  homc-s  and 
emigrate,  in  order  to  follow  tlieir  trade  for  a  livelihood."    The 
fpiestion  came  before  the  people  again  the  next  Rpring,  when 
both  the  Itepublican  and  Democratic  parties  by  acclamation 
renominated  a  niitnral-gas  trnstce,  wlicwo  tonn  was  expiring, 
to  snccced  himself.     At  the  election  the  vote  was  8!>o8  for. 
and  only  5S  againet— a  pnkctically  umuiituous  indoneinent  of 
the  project  by  tho  people. 

Toledo  now  began  to  make  history,  "  It  is  entirely  8.xfe  to 
say,"  ft  well-known  citizen  declared  in  the  Toledo  ^^*/t',  "  that 
in  the  history  of  this  country  nu  other  people  have  been  aiUed 
to  tha  experience  which  Toledo  has  bccti  undergoing  for  the 
post  year.  Communities  often  ai-e  ugitalcd  and  divided  on 
questions  of  local  policy ;  but  no  second  cn^o  will  ho  fonnd  in 
wliich  a  people,  after  settling  snch  qaestions  among  them- 
selves according  to  recognized  niles,  were  eonfi-ontcd  with 
warfare,  bitter  and  persistent,  sach  as  tliis  city  is  now  called 
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tu  meet,  and  at  the  linnds  of  a  combination  wliollj  of  iion* 
Bidcnu,  without  tlio  elightcst  proper  voice  in  tlicir  doincetic 
'concerns. "    In  every  direct  encoTintor  with  the  "coimiions" 
tho  *'  lords"  had  been  defeated — in  the  two  ycuis'  debate  wliieli 
ireccdcd  the  first  appeal  to  tlio  Lej^ielature ;  in  tlio  Lej'ieliture, 
Fwhere  tlie  bill  passed  tlie  House  almoet  imaniiiioiisly,  aod  the 
[Senate  more  than  two  to  out;;  in  t!ie  nppeiil  to  tlie  voters ;  be- 
fore the  governor,  who  bad  been  approached  to  cripple  the 
enterprise  of  the  ninciicipality  1)^  lULniing  unfriendly  truatecs. 
Tiie  gaH  companies  bad  tried  at  each  city  election,  after  the 
^ialatiire  acted  in  1S81>,  to  scat  in  tlie  City  Council  a  ma- 
jority in  their  intereRt;  but  tbo  people,  mahing  tbu  city  pipe 
line  the  i*sue  of  the  election,  gave  an  overwhelming  prepon- 
derance of  tlicir  votes  to  the  men  pledged  to  see  it  throiigli. 

"Strong  and  stibtlo  oppoeition"'  was  then  brought  to  bear 
on  tho  Common  Council  to  jircvcnt  it  from  paesinfi  tiic  nocea- 
aajy  ordinances ;  but,  in  epito  of  it,  both  brandies  of  tho  Conn- 
cil  voted  (hoiu  unaitimoutily.  A  clearer  caeo  of  tho  will  of 
the  people  and  of  law  and  order  there  could  not  be.  A  free 
and  intelligent  conuinmity.  in  a  matter  of  vital  concern  to  its 
iadu&trial  freedom  and  business  pi-osperity,  after  thorough  dis- 
cuseioti,  ill  wliieli  all  sides  had  been  fix-ely  heard,  bad  by  con- 
■titutional  proceedings  decided  by  an  ovcrwliehuiti^  uiajurity 
Tipon  a  policy  ailogctlicr  vfitliin  its  legal,  moral,  and  contract 
rights.  The  ablest  lawyers,  writers,  and  finaneiers  that  money 
could  hire  had  had  it  imder  the  microscope  to  find  soma 
breach  for  attack,  but  had  not  been  able  to  lind  a  flaw.  .Ml 
was  constitutional.  legal,  proper,  and  exjjcdient.  A  glance  at 
tho  contestants  briiigB  out  in  clear  outlines  eoino  conditions 
of  our  modem  development  which  have  como  upon  us  almost 
unawares.  Tho  City  of  Toledo  was  a  vigorous  community  of 
90,000  people;  its  opponent  was  a  little  gronp  of  men  ;  but 
they  controlled  in  one  aggregation  not  less  than  jilCO,000,CiOO, 
beetdes  L-irgc  affaire  outside  of  tliis.  The  assessed  vntuations 
of  tiio  property  of  the  people  on  which  Toledo  could  levy 
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taxation  was,  in  1880,  bnt  ^3,200,000.  The  total  income  of 
tite  miinicipaiity  was  $901,101;  tliat  of  a  single  inembur  of 
ttio  little  group  opposing  litem  Lad  been  acknowledged  to 
bo  8&,0O0,000  »  year,  and  wns  believed  by  the  beet  informed 
to  be  several  LiiiieB  us  iniiub.  This  indivt(in:i]  income  wns 
greater  lb.iii  the  prodnct  of  nil  tlic  tiitiimfuctories  of  the  city, 
and  tlirtL'  times  greater  tlian  tlie  liotiilniied  wageji  of  tlie  work- 
men in  tliftic  esbablislimentti.  Tliuro  were  ecvcrBl  iiuMiibcrs  of 
tlie  iiatuntl-goa  syndicate  n-Iio  collected  nnd  disbursed  every 
jeai-  more  tU&u  tbc  community.  Toledo  had  about  tlie  samo 
[K)piil:ition  A3  Konsus  in  lSo6.  Tbe  slave  power  of  tlie  South 
that  tuwniled  the  liberties  of  the  90,000  in  Kansas  niiinbered 
millions,  but  tlie  new  power  in  tlie  North,  ivliieh  in  a  sliort 
generation  had  grown  go  strong  that  it  did  not  fear  to  attack 
the  90,000  freemen  of  Toledo,  counted  only  nine  names.  The 
people  conid  act  only  after  publie  deliberation,  and  through 
tho  Glow  stages  of  miniJcipal  and  State  procedure.  Their  an- 
tagonist mot  in  secret  conneil,  and  devised  plans  e.\oeutod  by 
n  singlo  baud,  anncd  vritb  the  aggregated  power  of  htiudrods 
of  millions  of  dullars,  and  liable,  if  found  illegal  or  criminal^ 
to  only  "nominal"  punishment,  or  only  0  certs  damage*.* 

At  ColimibuB  tho  struggle  was  with  eomctbing  very  simple 
but  eKtrnordiiiarily  ditlieult  to  overcome,  afi  simple  things  often 
are — an  obstinate,  immovable,  Iboronghly  angry  pnblic  opin- 
ion, acting  only  through  private  voluntarj'  meana,  its  set  will 
to  exchange  tlie  fniits  of  its  labor  with  whom  aud  on  what 
terms  it  pteaced.  There  n'as  absolutely  no  leverage  to  be 
got  to  IiCiir  upon  the  pi^oplc  of  Columbua  except  by  chang- 
ing their  feulings.  ('onipiiUion  wiuj  out  of  the  queetion.  But 
•t  Toledo  eonipnbion  was  posaiblo.  There  the  people  had 
acted  not  through  unotlicial  combination  as  at  Columbaei, 
but  tbrougii  tiie  official  jiiaehincry  of  tlio  town  and  Slate.  If 
the  law  could  be  turned  against  lliora  by  able  connscl  or  com- 
pliant judges;  if  any  smallest  fault,  however  technical,  conid 
be  found  in  the  Icgielation  of  the  State  or  the  city  or  tbo 
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practiciil  atlmtaiiitratton  of  tlie  ofliciiil  niavliinery  provided  for 
tbo  natural-f^ae  bneitiGss  of  tlm  city — If  tliis  coiild  Im  done,  the 
peoplu  «f  Toledo  oouM  be  eoinpelled,  however  liMle  tlieir  will 
bad  cliaiigtd,  to  »««  lUeir  etiterpritie  of  iiidi;pendcnce  LalkeJ; 
Ibis  coniptiUion  conid  be  carried  to  the  uec  of  force  if  tlioy 
rcaietcd,  and  the  militia  of  tlio  State  and  tlie  i-cgular  araiy 
conId  bo  bronglit  into  tiie  conHiot. 

Sad  is  the  prize  of  power  which  tempts — ^more  tlinn  tempts, 
drives  as  by  fate— oiir  overgrown  wealth  to  fortify  ilself  by 
control  of  jiidgefi,  governors,  preeidenti*,  comniiitulcrs-iiKlitef 
— all  the  agents  of  tlic  supreme  mtiiority  and  for«e. 

Ooliimbti!)  wae  no  local  that  its  people  worn  eiiflicicnt  ntito 
tbcmi^clvcB.  All  they  had  to  do  vcftfi  to  !<«';{>  on  eaviiig,  ~\Vo) 
will  not  buy.  Bat  Toledo  wa«  a  citizen  of  the  great  world  of 
I  nSairs  and  linanoo.  It  was  part  of  London,  New  York,  Chi- 
cago. Much  of  it  was  owned  as  an  ini'cstnicnt  clgcwhcro./ 
Sensitive  nerrcs  connected  it  with  all  the  markets,  especially 
the  preatest  of  all — the  money-market.  It  sold  and  bought 
and  borrowed  and  lent  far  beyond  its  own  border.  What  Wall 
Street  gossips  said  about  the  people  of  Colnmbns  would  not 
make  a  dutlar'a  difloronce  to  tbo  whole  town  in  a  year,  l>ut  a 
whisper  started  through  tliu  iiflioed  of  the  ^reat  wipitiitiRts  in 
New  York  and  abroad  would  flaeli  back  by  wire  to  Toledo, 
and  go  like  a  cptick  poison  through  its  industries  and  credit, 
prirato  and  public. 

/  "Private  enterprise"  could  not  afford  to  let  the  people  of 
Toledo  go  forwanl  with  their  public  enterprise.,  Many  mill- 
ions bad  been  im-cstod  in  getting  control  of  a  businesa  repre- 
senting 1^200,000,000.  Many  towns  and  cities,  as  KoatorUi, 
Sandnslcy.  Fremont,  Clyde,  Bel levue,  Norwalk,  Perrysburgh, 
Tiffin,  imd  Detroit,  were  being  anpplied  with  gas  at  a  Iiand- 
some  proiit.  If  Toledo  ehonld  set  a  aacceesfnl  examjilo  of 
oelf-BUpply.it  would  Hnd  imitators  on  every  tide.  Tlio  essencQ 
of  *' private  enterprise"  waa  that  the  people  ahould  get  their 
gas  from  Captaina  of  Iiidnstry,  and  pay  them  for  tlicir  cap- 
taincy two  or  three  timeit  the  reiil  rnct  as  profit,  jnst  as  nio- 
narcliieal  couritrii^i  ]>:iy  kings  for  kindly  supplying  the  people 
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I  with  tlio  government  which  reall,T  comes  from  tlio  people. 
Tlio  Cfisuntxt  of  ninnicip«l  snpply  was  that  the  jieoplo  tiiould 
enpplj  Uiriiieclvcs  at  cost  wtt}iout  pi-o6t.  nncl  without  Captnins 
of  Induetiy,  except  tts  the  people  provided  them.  Toledo,  in 
tino,  proposed  to  keep  etep  with  the  modem  expaneion  of  aelf- 
govomiiiont,  which  tinds  that  it  can  a|>p1,v  principles  and  meth- 
ods of  deijiiwracjr  to  industry./  Jt  pii>poBoJ  to  add  ftnotlier 
lo  niaiiy  demonstrations  aireadj  made,  uotiwably  in  tins  verj 
deportment  of  gas  supply  to  munieipnlitiui,  of  (he  truth  tliat 
the  ability  to  carry  on  the  husitiess  of  supplying  the  various 
mulls  of  maolfiud  ia  cot  a  Bort  of  divine  right  vonchisifcd 
from  on  high  to  n  few  specially  in(tpire<)  and  gifted  priests  of 
oomnteroe,  by  wlinse  inlenneiiiation  alone  can  the  mydtcrics 
of  trade  be  opcrnl«d;  liiil,  like  the  ability  to  govern  and  bo 
govcmc<l,  If-  onu  of  the  fncuhics  common  to  mankind,  capable 
of  beinj;  ndininiiitcrcd  uf,  by.iiiid  fur  tlio  people, and  not  need- 
ing to  bo  dIfTcrcntiatcil  «b  tlic  prurogativo  of  one  6ct  of  men. 

/  The  Toledo  experiment  "was  another  step  fortrard  in  the  world- 
vide  inov<?ment  for  the  abolition  of  millionaires — a  movement 
upon  whii'h  the  millionairea  look  with  uncoDcealed  apprehen- 
aion  for  tlie  welfare  of  their  fellow-beings,  j 

Maiiliiiid  views  willi  equanimity  the  cxpnUion  of  tlie  profit: 
liiiiitcr  from  tlie  businesses  of  carrying  letters,  minting  coiiia.^ 
admiiiistcring  justice,  maititaining  highways,  collecting  tnxea, 
in  M-hicIi  miUionnircism  has  been  nniversally  put  an  end  to. 
It  views  with  hopes  i<f  inrgei*  results  the  newer  luanifefltationB 
of  the  same  tendency  which  in  England  liaro  abolished  luilU 
iutiaircism  in  telegraphs  and  parcel  express ;  in  Germany  and 
France,  Australia,  and  India  have  gotic  a  long  way  towards 
the  abolition  of  iho  nvillioDairo  lu  niilroads ;  and  ia  variooe 
cities  ami  tttwns  in  Siiropo,  America,  and  Australia  have  put 
up  local  signs*  '*^o  millionairoa  alloM'ed  here,'*  by  the  miinio- 
ipalizatioD  of  tnde  in  water,  gas,  eleetricity,  atreet-niilways, 
baths,  laundrioa,  libraries,  etc.     The  trnst  of  millionaires  was     • 
tlicrefore  lighting  for  a  principle,and  what  will  good  men  Qot /J 
nerifiee  to  principle  1 
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TowKS,  like  men,  stamp  themselves  with  tiuirked  traits. 
Toledo  hn.'}  an  individuality  whicli  Hhowcd  it«oIf  from  the 
start.  It?  le;iditig  men  clubbed  togellicr  and  borrowed  money 
us  early  as  is:}3  to  build  one  of  tlto  fiwt  railroada  conetnictcti 
west  of  tlio  Allctfhaiiies — tbo  Erie  and  Kalamazoo,  to  connect 
Toledo  and  Adiian.  When,  in  1S45,  tlie  steamboats  on  the 
lakes  formed  n  cotribiimiion,  and  dieerimiiintcd  aj^uiiist  Toledo, 
tlie  ciiy  tIiroiif;ti  its  council  rofuet'd  to  subniit,  and  appropri- 
ated jilOjiKK)  to  fioi  ait  independent  boat  to  Buffalo.  Tlie  city 
appropriated  ita  credit  and  reventica  to  otlic-r  important  and 
cosily  enterprises,  including  four  railroads,  to  keep  it  clear  of 
the  cruel  incrcii^  of  private  owncn^iiip  of  tlie  liighvraya.  In 
1889  it  expended  $200,000  to  secure  direct  railn-ay  coooeft- 
tions  with  the  PcnnKvlvanii  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  mill 
ways  for  eoinpetition  in  rates  with  the  Lake  Shore  Uailroad. 

Ab  it  had  been  authorised  to  do  so  Tiy  the  State,  the  CIt^| 
Council  of  Toledo,  April  20,  I88&,  ordered  gas  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  ^75.000  ecdd.  that  work    on   the  city  pipe    line] 
might  W^in,    itefore  proceeding  with  the  enterprise  conlidcdl 
to  thctii,  the  naltiral-gii£  trustees  gave  the  private  oompanioal 
■n  opportnnity  to  eave  thcinsolvw  from  the  competition  ofj 
the  eity.  '  They  asked  tliotn  in  writing  if  they  would  agrea 
to  furnish  gas  ehfaply  for  a  term  of  _vears.  or  if  tliejr  would 
sell  their  entire  pUut  to  the  city!     They  did  thia,  as  they  ex- 
preesed  it.  as  "an  honorable  effort ...  to  obtain  chcajwr  gaa 
without  niiDceceeary  expenditure,  and  without  injury  to  es- 
tablished righti.'*    After  a  delay  of  nearly  a  month  a  reply 
VIS  received,  refusing  to  enter  into  negotiations  either  for  a 
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reduction  of  cliargcs  or  for  the  Bale  of  tlio  private  ])laiils  t< 
tlic  city.  The  trustees  then  asked  for  a  personal  iiitcrview,  hut 
tliia  was  refused.  Then  n'Lcn  tbc  city  begun  pre[)urution8  to 
■ell  its  bonds,  o.  cannonade  was  opened  on  it  in  tlio  courts,  tlio 
money -mar  liet,  tlie  gas-field*,  tlio  city  government,  tlie  press, 
among  the  citlxens,  luid  everywhere.  Injunctions  were  np- 
plied  for  in  three  courts,  nnsuece^sfully  in  all  instaiices.  No 
injunction  was  ever  granted  in  these  or  any  other  of  the 
many  suits  brought  for  the  pHrpose  of  enjoining  the  sale  of 
the  bonds.  Courts  will  usually  grant  temporary  injunctions 
awaiting  n  hearing  on  tlio  merits  when  complainants  will  enter 
into  aniple  bonds  and  indemnify  dofenduuts.  Hat  the  par- 
ties int>tig:itiiig  this  litigation  would  not  put  up  tlio  nceeitsary 
b>ndK.  Tht!y  lhn»  could  sniirch  the  bonds  nithoiit  incurring 
any  personal  liability  in  bo  doing. 

An  expensive  array  of  lawyers  was  eent  before  tho  United  \ 
States  courts  to  prevt:nt  the  issue  of  the  bonds  on  the  ground 
that  tUcy  were  iltogal,  and  tho  law  under  whieh  they  were 
iejsued  uneonstitntionnl.   Tho  principle  involved  Imd  boeufre-   ' 
qaoDtly  discnesod  and  always  upheld  both  by  tlio  Snpreitio 
Court  of  Ohio  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,' 

"Doea  not  your  argument  appear  to  be  in  conflict  with  th« 
Tiews  of  the  Snpreiiie  Court  of  Ohio  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  tlie  United  States  ;*'  the  judge  asked.     The  counsel  for  tho  i 
gas  companies  responded  in  sabst&noe :  "  If  so,  then  so  inuch^ 
the  worso  for  the  views  of  thoiu)  conrts." 

As  it  was  through  tho  sniTrag©  that  the  people  of  Toledo 
were  able  to  do  this,  the  attack  was  widened  from  an  nltack 
on  the  ('nterpriRe  to  one  upon  tho  sovereignty  of  the  eitizcns 
which  made  it  pawible.  "Everybody  rotes  in  Ohio — in  fact, 
too  many  iwoplc,"  said  the  lawyer  who  applied  for  an  injnno- 
tion  against  Tulcdo.  If  he  had  his  way,  ho  declared,  thero 
would  bo  fewer  votetv,  and  ho  Gtigmatizod  tlio  arguments  of 
Toledo  as  those  of  John  Most,  tho  communist. 

"Unquestionably,"  decided  Judge  Jackson,  "tho  Leglsla- 
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tare  maj  ftutliorizo  a  city  to  fnrnisli  light,  or  facilities  for 
traiigportation,  or  water  to  its  citizens,  witli  or  witlionc  cost, 
sft  the  Legislature  or  c-ity  mny  tletennino.  .  .  .  Since  the  tie- 
cisian  in  E>tiarpteS8  V9.  Philailelphin  it  is  no  longer  an  openi 
question  whether  iniiniclpalittes  initj  engnge  in  enterprises 
BUch  as.'tho  one  t?oti tin ii plated  hy  tlio  act  in  question  in  this 
caflc.  I  Tho  act  of  Jaminry  22, 18S9,  authorizing  the  city  oi\ 
Toledo  to  isene  bonds  for  natarnl-gas  purposos.  is  clearly! 
within  tho  general  scope  of  legislative  powcr^s  for  a  piiblic/ 
use  mill  purpose,  and  !«  not  in  contravention  of  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitntlon.  Tho  court  hcing  of  the  opio- 
ion  that  the  legi&hitiou  is  valid,  it  follow*,  of  course,  that  tho 
injunction  iiiJplictl  for  must  be  rtfueed.'"  tV'heii  the  Jiuwa 
of  judge  Jttckeon'd  decieion  was  telegraphed  to  Toledo  noth- 
ing lees  than  tho  booming  of  cannon  could  express  tho  joy 
of  the  citizens.  They  «ent  this  iiiessagG  to  the  just  judge : 
'•One  hundred  guns  were  fired  to-night  by  the  citizens  of 
Toledo  in  honor  of  your  rightcone  decision  to-day."  Judge 
Jackson  again  upheld  the  bonds  at  Toledo,  January  li,  1890, 
when  be  again  dJMiiissed  thu  case  against  tho  city  "  for  want 
of  equity,  at  cost  of  complainants." 

Tho  favorable  decision  by  Jndgo  Jockeoii,  althoiigh  an  ap- 
peal was  taken,  made  it  possible  for  the  city  to  eell  (he 
$75,000  hoiids  which  liad  been  iMued  by  order  of  the  Council. 
Tho  hondB  brought  par,  interest,  and  over  $2000  premium. 
VTith  the  money  thus  procured  the  city's  Board  of  Natural 
Go6  Trustees  began  o]wratioii&  Their  opponents  had  t^prend 
far  8nd  loud  among  tho  volet's  before  the  election — ainong 
those  who  wonld  be  likely  to  buy  tho  bonds,  everywhere  it 
would  hurt — the  assertion  that  all  the  territory  that  was  good 
had  been  bought  up  by  thcni,  and  the  city's  tnieteca  would 
Dot  be  able  to  get  any.  One  of  the  companies  had  no  less 
than  llO.OOt^  acres  of  gas  lands  in  its  possession  or  under  con- 
tract, at  a  co6t  in  rentals  and  roviilties  of  $100,000  a  ycAr.* 
Sut  the  city  tnistcce,  even  with  tlio  small  sum  at  their  com- 

'  Fr^rmi  Oonrt  Rrjifrrtrr.  n.l.  mil.,  ]i[i.  ^Sl-6<. 

*  Bcpoit  of  the  No  111)  we?  lent  Oliiu  Xalurnl  tisn  Cumpitij,  January  1,  1689. 
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nisnd,  WDVO  nbto  to  secure  nt  tlio  very  licpjinning  wells  with  a 
cajkacitv  mora  than  four  times  a&  (^rcat  oe  tim  private  com- 
panies lud  had  when  the  latter  b«gnii  tlio  inveetiacot  of  n 
million  or  more  to  lay  their  pipe  Hnea  to  Toledo.'  Toi.'wtlier 
with  this  fliippljr  the  city  trustees  got  650  acres  uliout  35 
milce  froin  Toledo  of  as  choice  gas  territory  as  there  was  m 
Ohio.nltnoEt  all  of  it  nndnllcd,and  thcyhnd  offers amuuuting 
to  50l>'>  acres  more  within  piping  distance  from  the  city.  Tbo 
city'a  trustees  made  their  purchases  with  sncceisa,  and  received 
the  laiulAtintiii  of  their  constituents  for  having  got  lands  and 
wells  at  better  prices  than  the  prirato  comjianies. 

Angnflt  3G,  18SH,  after  a  decision  in  the  United  States 
courts  that  thci*  was  no  gronnd  on  which  to  uhject  to  the 
ifisnc  of  the  bonds,  tJie  City  ConnciL  voted  tlie  issue  of  the 
remaining  §675,000. 

Defeated  in  the  public  debate  wliieh  preceded  the  decision 
of  Toledo  to  supply  ilsulf ;  defeated  at  the  Slate  Capitol ;  de- 
feated at  the  polls  of  Toledo  time  and  again — every  time; 
defeated  in  the  Common  Council;  defeated  in  the  ■^•fields; 
defeated  in  the  courts  of  their  own  chooeing,  the  oppouciitd  of 
the  city,  thorough  as  only  the  vcty  good  or  the  very  had  can 
be,  refused  to  submit.  AVhen  the  two  corporations,  in  1SS6, 
wore  seoliing  the  franchise  indispensable  for  doing  budineee 
in  Toledo,  they  said  to  tlie  Hoard  of  Aldermen:  '*  Wo  ask 
no  excliisivK  privilege.  .  .  .  We  cannot  have  too  many  gas 
companies.''  They  alito  said  :  "  If  the  city  desires  tu  fnrutsh 
its  own  gas,  thera  is  uotliing  in  this  ordinance  to  hinder 
it.  We  are  ready  and  willing  at  any  time  to  enter  into 
competition  with  the  city  or  any  other  company."'  They 
BStd,  on  the  same  occasion,  to  answer  to  flpprehcnaions  which 
had  been  expn-'ssed  about  the  danger  of  patting  the  fncl 
supply  of  the  city  into  the  hands  of  a  monopoly :  ■'  Yon  can 
go  before  the  Ijegislattire  and  obtain  the  riglit  to  isene  bonds 
for  fur»i«hin^  voiintclve*  witli  gaa."  It  was  by  thefu  iiMnr- 
au(!«c  the  compimius  induced  the  Common  Council  to  grant 


*  Toledo  tad  tu  KBiunl  (iu  Bonds,  pp.  Sft-ftT. 


rery  vainable  francLiBCS  thcj  were 

The  ripht  of  the  peoplo  to  compote  wa«  not  left  to  thew 
OEeuranccs.  It  wii»  Apccifically  nnd  fortnully  ngecrted  in  tbe 
ordinance  of  July  5,  iJiST,  fixing  ratcB.  Tliia  was  tins  ordl- 
uancett)  procure  whicli  the  gas  company  suspended  its  opers- 
tioiifi  ill  initUcoiirse,  anti  declared  it  would  not  continne  unless 
tlic  prices  wliicli  it  wantotl  were  made.  The  ordinance  wis, 
in  fact,  prepared  by  tlic  companj*.  It  eaid  :  "  Provided  tliU 
notliiti^  Iicreii)  contained  eltall  be  construed  as  granting  to 
cxietinj*  companies  any  oxclnsivc  rif^lits  or  privileges,  or  pre- 
vent any  other  company  from  furnishing  natural  gaa  to  tlio 
citizens  of  said  city.*'  But  the  same  learnod  counsel  who,  In 
behalf  of  the  conipanieii,  had  assured  the  city  that  ^  lliora  wu 
notliiug  in  tliia  ordinance  to  liintier  it,**  went  before  the  CTnit- 
c(l  States  Court  and  pleaded  that  ordinance  oh  ^ood  ruaaon 
for  the  intervention  of  tlio  Federal  (iovernmcnl  to  prevent 
tlio  city  from  going  on  with  its  enterprise. 

The  only  morning  paper — an  able  advocate  of  the  city  jMp© 
line  —  suddenly  changed  owners  and  opinions.  Among  itt 
new  directors  were  tM'o  of  the  lawyers  of  the  trust  opponing 
the  city,  a  director  in  one  of  its  companies,  and,  l>e«idc»  tiiom, 
tUo  manager,  a  contract  editor  from  Pennsylvania.  IIi«  solo 
oonepicuity  there  had  been  won  in  turning  against  llio  poo- 
pie  of  the  oil  regions  a  paper  which  had  been  tlieir  filonoliMt 
defender.  Thia  Tuledo  daily,  in  its  eepouaal  of  the  caueo 
of  the  city,  had  been  firing  hut  shot  like  this  ugiitnst  the  oil 
combination :  "  It  wants  a  monopoly  of  the  natiml-giw  buil* 
ness.  This  is  what  it  Is  driving  at."  Under  it*i  new  man- 
agement it  roared  like  n  sucking  dove,  ihiu:  "It  is  full- 
ioaable  with  demagogues  and  men  who  are  not  capable  of 
nppreviating  the  worth  of  brains  in  business  to  liowl  agflinit 
it" — th(!  oil  combination^"  as  a  grasping,  grinding  monop- 
aiyV  Just  after  the  people  bad  decided  in  favor  of  the  plpo 
line,  nnd  only  a  few  days  Imfore  it  changed  owners,  It  hid 
«aid :  "  A 11  manner  of  inlliiences  were  brought  to  hoar  to  dtv 
feat  this  proposition. . . .  All  the  plansiblo  fukehoods  that  coul J 
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.In  invenUid,  and  all  tho  monej  thntconid  bo  used,  woi-c  indne- 
rtriOUBlj  emplojctl,  but  tlio  people  b*w  tlie  eitunlion  in  itg  true 
liglit,  and  llio  tnajority  voted  right.''  It  now  made  the  dcfeiit 
of  tlio  cIIj'b  pipe  line  tlie  chief  niin  of  itB  endeavors.  In  tliU 
work  ■'  no  nile  or  principle  recognizetl  in  decent  joiirnalisiii 
was  respected." 

In  ull  tlio  liistory  of  Toledo  no  intorOBt  on  itR  l>onda  luid 
ever  been  defaulted  or  delayed ;  no  principal  over  unpaid  at 
muliirily.  The  city  wae  prosporons,  ite  growth  steady;  its 
debt  growing  lesB  year  \>y  year  in  proportion  to  its  |>opnt.i- 
tion  and  wuulch.  Its  bunds  ruiiked  among  the  choicest  in- 
vcatmeiitii,  and  comtnanded  a  premium  in  tlic  money-market.' 
Hut  tho  credit  iind  fiiir  fame  of  the  city  were  now  over- 
wholmod  with  wholeeale  vitupemtion  by  this  paper,  and  otltera 
oleowhcro  under  »iit)ilar  control.  Articles  were  carefully  pre- 
Iinrt'<l  for  this  piirpouc  by  skilled  wrilci"S.  Tho»c  were  then 
copiL'd  from  one  ncwspnjMjr  to  another.  By  some  arraiigo- 
mont  insertion  was  obtnincd  for  them  in  financial  jonriiaU  in 
Now  York  and  in  London,  and  in  other  foreign  cnpitttls.  The 
'Toledo  or^an  dcchired  that  Toledo  was  an  nnsafe  place  for 
llio  invcBtiueiit  of  cnpit^il  in  any  form.  Its  public  aJJaira 
woro  8Aid  to  1)0  run  by  n  set  of  "  dcmagoguce  and  Bpocubtors," 
whoso  aditiinietratioii  wns  "piratical  mob  rulo."  Tho  city 
pipe  lino  waa  n  "  monstrous  job,"  and  tlie  men  wlio  favored  it 
wero  "  A  gang  of  throttlera  and  ravenous  wolves."  Tliey  were 
**  blatant  demagogues,  who  uiiidu  gixuit  pretence  of  advancing 
tbo  oity'tt  interest,  but  whoso  real  aim  h  to  enrich  themselves 
at  publio  expense."  Tije  bonds,  which  had  been  i&sucd  in  due 
form  by  special  autliority  of  tho  Logislatnrc,  ratified  by  a  vote 
of  more  than  throe-fifths  of  the  citizens,  and  declared  to  bo 
valid  by  tho  United  States  Court,  were  dcBcribed  ag  "chro- 
1II06,"  "wortliless  rags,"  .'■  bad  medicine,"  "  dlgfigured  Rocori- 
tic«,"  "  like  rotten  eggs,  highly  odorous  goods."  ''  bnt  few  per- 
sons at  meet  can  be  found  ignorant  enongh  to  buy  them." 

The  Mayor,  City  Auditor,  itoard  of  Natnral  Gas  Trustees, 
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tinited  with  u  eitizonK*  corninitteo  of  tho  Bonitl  of  Trade  in  a 
plan  to  pi-oiiioti>  the  salo  of  tlio  bonds  direct  to  the  people  of 
Toledo  tbruugli  a  Bnaucial  institution  of  the  Ikigtiest  iitand- 
ing.  This  action  tlio  paper  descrilicd  as  "aSL-ht'inisfur  giilHng 
winpleK,"  '*a  hlitid  pool,"  "an  nnpatcnted  financial  doiidfall"; 
coiuparcd  it  with  "gambling,  pooUpIuviog,  and  lottery  ecll- 
iog."  Tlicso  grave  ehnpge«  were  widely  circulated  througli- 
ont  the  comili'v.  lianlcera  nnd  cnpitalists  in  other  cities  who 
received  them  had  no  menus  of  knowing  that  they  were  not 
vhat  tliey  pretended  to  be — the  honest  if  uncouth  utterances 
of  an  independent  press  chastising  the  follies  of  its  own  cor- 
etitiicncy.  Kenspupera  which  supported  the  city's  project 
were  aesaitcd  aa  ruthlessly  aa  the  community  and  citizena. 
Tlic  ISlai.k  was  constantly  referred  to  ns  "Tiio  Bladder."  An- 
otliQi'  journal  waa  given  a  nieknaiue  too  vnlgar  to  bo  printed 
here.  One  of  the  moBl  prominent  journals  of  Ohio  was  pun- 
Wied  by  the  following  paragraph,  whiL-li  is  a  fair  sample  of 
the  litcrnry  style  of  monopoly  :  *'  That  aged,  ac-iduhms  addle- 
pate,  the  itjutiki-y-cycd,  nionkcy-browod  monugrum  of  sarcasm, 
and  spider-shim  lied,  pigcon-wittcd  public  scold,  Majah  Bilge- 
watcr  Bichlant,  .ind  his  bacUhitiug,  blacU-inailing,  patent- 
mcdiciiio  directory,  the  Journal" 

An  old  joniiiftlist  and  honorable  citizen  who  wrote  over  hie 
initiaU,  '"  C.  W.."'  a  series  of  able  and  dignified  letters  in  the 
Bla^ie,  which  had  a  great  influence  in  tho  furmation  of  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  tlie  pipe  line,  waa  assailed  with  "  brutal 
falsifier,"  ''hoary  old  reprobate,"  "senile  old  liar."  Oarica- 
turcft  were  published  depicting  the  buyers  of  tho  bondi  u 
"simple  green?."  When  the  Comity  Court  of  Liicns  Cornitj, 
following  llie  United  Slates  Court,  snstnincd  the  bonds  on 
their  nioiite,  and  did  so  on  ev^ry  point  in  qnestion,  becnnse,  as 
tho  judge  stated,  '"tlie  efjnities  of  the  case  are  with  the  de- 
fcadante,"  the  oi^an  fale«ly  stated  that  judgment  for  the  city 
was  given  "because  the  merits  of  tho  case  ai'e  involved  In  A 
higher  court."  'When  a  capitaliatof  New  York,  who  had  been 
an  investor  in  the  boude  of  Toledo  and  a  taxpayer  there  for 
twenty-five  years— one  of  the  streets  of  the  eily  was  named 
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for  liim  —  bonglit  §10,000  of  tlio  city  pipc-liDO  bonde,  the 
paper  n.ttaclced  liim  by  mime  in  an  article  licnded  ■'  Bunco 
Gatne,"  charging  liim  witli  being  a.  party  to  a  bunco  game  in 
connection  with  "piililic  till-tappere''  for  "roping  Tolodo  oiti- 
zcHB  into  buying  tlonbtfiil  Bccnritics."  When  llie  Sinking 
Fund  Coinrniseioners  of  Toledo  very  properly  invested  some 
of  the  city's  monej'  in  the  gas  bonde,  tliey  were  held  up  by 
name  as  "pnbHc  till- tappers,"  "menials"  of  n  "hungry 
horde"  of  '* boodle  politicians,'*  accomplices  of  "plunderers 
of  the  public  treasury,"  unable  to  withfit&Dd  *'tlic  brutal 
threats  and  snahy  entreaties  of  the  corrnpt  gas  ring,"  For 
one  of  tiio  :L«Kuciatv  editors  the  position  of  Depnty  Htate  In> 
epector  of  Oil  was  obtiiined — an  appointment  wliich  cost  the 
(jovcrnor  wlio  made  it  many  votes  in  the  next  clertii^n,  and 
did  much  to  defeat  hiin.  tSuch  an  appointment  might  give  a 
versatile  employe*  tho  clianco  to  do  double  duty :  as  editor  to 
brand  as  bad  good  tni'ii  ivlio  conld  not  be  bought,  aiid  as  in- 
spector to  brand  as  guoil  bad  oil  for  sale.' 

One  of  tlie  means  taken  to  defeat  the  pipe  line  was  the  pnb- 
lication  of  very  difcouniging  accounts  of  tlie  "  failure'*  at  In- 
dianapolis, whurc  tliu  citisena  had  refused  to  giro  a  natural- 
gfts  compimy  belonging  to  the  oil  trnet  the  fmncliiso  it  dc< 
mandcd.and,  forming  an  anti-raonopoly  tnist,  had  nndortalccn 
to  Eupply  theniselvos.  Homo  "influence''  prevented  the  Ootu- 
mon  Council  of  Toledo  from  sending  n  committee  to  Indian- 
apolis to  iiivcfitigato.  A  public-spirited  citizen,  prominent  and 
successful  in  business,  eamo  forward,  and  at  liis  own  expenec 
BCcurcd  a  full  and  accnrate  account  of  the  experience  of  lu- 
dianapoli*  for  the  city.  Tins  proved  that  tJic  people  were 
getting  their  fuel  gns  at  1cm  than  ono-half  what  Toledo  was 
paying.  The  contest  against  giving  the  Indianapolis  fraii- 
ebifio  to  a  corporation  of  the  tnist  had  been  a  Klntrp  nne.  Its 
snooesB  was  due  to  the  middle  classes  and  tlie  working-men, 
who  stood  together  for  freedom,  incorrnptlMc  by  alt  the 
powcrfnl  inflncDcea  employed.    '*  We  will  bum  eoft  coot  all 
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onr  lives,"  one  of  tlieir  leadci-s  told  the  Toledo  committee, 
"rather  than  ]mt  oureelvee  in  the  power  of  anch  men." 
^  In  Indiana  the  Legialatnrs,  meots  onljr  once  in  two  yeaje, 
and  when  tlii^  iseiio  arose  had  adjunrnud,  and  would  not  meet 
again  for  n  year.  [The  jieoplw,  not  hcing  ahio  to  get  aiitlioritv 
for  a  mnnieipal  pns  pipe  line,  went  to  work  by  voluntary  cJ- 
oporationj.  Every  voting  precinct  in  the  city  wa«  orguiiizeA 
and  canvassed  fiir  the  cnpitnl  neetJc<].  The  shnrcs  were  £i!5 
t'acli,  nnd  they  were  bought  np  so  mpiilly  that  the  ciititro 
amount— ?a50.0<n>— was  eubecribod  in  tixtocu  daye  by  iTW 
persons,  wicliont  a  cent  of  eoct  to  tlio  city.  When  eubscrip- 
tions  to  the  anioiuit  of  :?55W,O00  had  been  raieod,  $60i>,000 
more  was  borrowed  on  (MirliUcittes  of  iiidehtodnees. 

Oas  lands  were  bought  and  200  niiW  of  pipe  lines  laid,  all 
at  a  cost  of  al>Dnt  $l,'2ri<i.C)0l).  The  inconio  in  one  year, 
dnring  a  part  of  w)iich  tlio  Fy^toin  wns  still  under  conslrue- 
tlon,  was  $^9,34T.  In  tho  tirst  year  of  complete  opcmlions 
tlie  Indianapolis  people's  trust  pnid  off  $00,000  of  the  princi- 
pal. Tlio  income  for  the  year  ending  Oi'tobor  31,  1893,  w«8 
*'183,258.21,  and  tho  bonded  debt  lias  been  paid.  Tho  stook, 
filnoe  January  1,  1S03,  hag  been  pitying  dividend!;  at  the  rate 
of  8  per  cent,  a  year. 

A  prominent  citiixn  of  Iiidianapolia,  one  of  tho  Sliite 
jiidgee,  lold  the  Toledo  pnpere,  in  an  interview;  ''The  pri- 
vate companiea  had  their  gas  laid  to  the  city  and  along  tlie 
atrcel*  several  months  in  advance  of  tho  Citizens'  Tniet,  but  it 
did  llieni  little  good.  Everybody  enid :  '  I  will  wait  for  the 
Conanmers'  Trust.'  '  Yes,  bnt  we  will  fHriiish  you  gae  jnet  Rs 
clicap.*  Mid  the  Indianapolis  enmpnny ;  *  wliy  not  take  it  of 
116  V  To  tills  the  citizens  replied :  '  To  take  gas  of  you  means 
cheap  gas  to-day,  but  high  gas  to-morrow,*  And  wait  for  the 
gts  they  all  did."  The  ctwrgc  to  nianufaeturent  M-aa  2}  cents  n 
thousand  feet,  as  against  t<  cents,  at  that  time  charged  at  To* 
lodo.  There  were  1 2.000  private  conBumora.  Cooking-etovoe  in 
Indianapolis  were  about  If  12  a  year,  against  $19.50  in  Toledo. 
One  of  the  representatives  of  tho  private  company  declared  nt 
tt  public  meeting  at  Indianapolis  that  its  ctmrges  were  made 
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.-lull  as  !o  give  a  full  return  of  all  the  invested  capital  in  three 
yo.irf.  as  i!;;it  wits  ihe  proKible  life  of  tlie  eiipiily.  A  jear 
;i::ir  t::o  :;::iiii:i!rArion  of  the  InJianapolia  movement  a  eom- 
ii::::ct'  o:  :;.o  oiTirer.s  :it  Pavtoii.  who  had  risen  ajjainst  the  e\- 
tor::.<:ia:c  ;'r:K.'e#  i'l.r.ri.-x.-J  :;;o:n.  irivestigateil  the  eandition  of 
atf.iirj  at  I:'..i:.i::.uv!ij.  Tiiov  repoi-tcd  that  Indianapolis  Iiail 
pal!  s:}i.i.i,uv"  o:;  ::s  i-iiiiiii  liibr.  ;nul  was  getlimr  ready  to 
[Kiy  as  mill.;;  :;■,■■:¥.  Tl.e  (."onsnmors'  Trust  snpplied  between 
I'l.iioiianti  U."'".' oo:ii.;;:nei-r;.  and  si^nt  «l.<'0O.0i.)M  less  than 
the  l*;iytiiti  private  ooriipany  s|H'iir  to  supply  St"")  fewer  con- 
siiniersf.  Tlio  annua!  l.■hari^'  at  D;iytoM  M-as  ?!j4.S0  ;  at  Jn- 
il!;iiiapolir  oniy  *■_''.■'>" — loss  tiian  lialf. 

Wi:iii  faors  like  ::;i'se  wen-  l>n.inj:lit  out,  to  the  demolition 
■of  t::e  fictions  ».'in.'iila:cd  in  Toledo,  the  answer  wad  charac- 
teris:io.  The  "oriTJn"  e»Mild  not  deny  the  statements,  but  it 
t'e'.i  n^on  tiio  <.'iti;en  t':ro:ii:)i  wiios*'  generosity  the  infonna- 
iwu  i..td  U'e:i  :;■.':  for  the  po,'i\e.  and  assailed  his  private  char- 
jcrer  in  arri..!es  wi;ie:i.  o::o  >.•:  t:ie  daily  p,i)vi-s  deehired.  edi- 
:.i-;a'.!v.  "wois'.d  a!:nos:.  ::  v^>'  iini:e.  justify  him  in  ehootini; 
:i:eir  a-.i;':or  on  sig!::." 

T/ij  re'.vspawr  ^.•!:ar!^^l  r::c  e::y  n.i:nr.i'. -gi?  tnistccs  M-ith 
\^-:^  ■■  r-.\-:e!i  to  ti:o  corv,"  a:  d  w;::i  every  variation  of  phrase 
i>.  w.;"':  :j  ::*  tf\;:beni:i:  r:\:er:c  s.-i";de,I  t:io  changes  npon 
•'c  -  r^i'^iil  ,rarvcr  as  a  "V'^  steal."  "  li»steri'd  hy  doceprion. 
L^  :..Mi.  i"'.i  jii-.L'.'.-^i-^-y."  I:  so-agli:  to  iiitimidate  the 
"  -"^liti^  r:-l  :l:e  ixv-:?  -v;:!";  :*:oy  failcsl  :^>  enact  or  ei-n- 
w  L^^Vi:'*!  ''-^'  ^^^-^-  1"  *-*••■•  =  '■  I-s-^-:"akcr?.  judges, 
»c.;  .i■.^^r^  isav  :«l  tlie  :^;rw  e:  :Il:s  ole:::^:::  whoii  ::.e  pr..per 
t:;t  .-jhi«*  JU'i  ix'ii"'-'"^'  yrtfer.Ki?:':  :s  s^'.:g:;:- 

■■  v:*nii.>iwv  ill  -j^-e'i'j:  ::u!  -i^'^-*  •■''^^'  ■'-  ^"^  '-•  ■■■'''  -^^i^--- 

-.1    i  ^:vihl^v^i^^  Vet-it.  jr:.l  oihcr  r'^;^s  s:.o:;:d  :io:  l-e 

..  :^«  inv.w;i.    ^-efi  ideas  v.i"^  no:  Sf  i.-^^^:■-:  ::■ -V-w::  :;.e 

-V  ..  ■:.   nmu.    P^JW^yr  Heury  C.  Adi::-.s.  r-.c  ^ve..-»no^vn 

;>:,;;..  ,t^.u.iui*t.  -uctureU  ;=.  ToWo  -hinrg  t: .is  conrcs^  :n 
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which  is  printed  herewith  in  parallel  .column?,  with  a  eynopsis 
of  what  Mr.  Adntns  i-cally  said,  as  revised  by  himself: 


WHAT    THE    ORGAN    OF    MONOPOLY 
REPORTSD. 

Tlie  lecturer  mode  reference  to 
Toledo  aa  nn  UDfitvorable  place  to 
discuss  the  mnttcr  of  muoicipii]  con- 
trol of  <iiiiisi  -  public  business  and 
compctitioD  of  municiptilities  with 
private  corporations.  But  he  depre- 
cated anytliJDg  in  that  line.  He  did 
not  mention  piirticiilar  insUtDces,  but 
broadly  condeniQed  tbe  policy  pur- 
sued by  this  city  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  and  liis  remarks  had  a  visible 
efFect  on  his  audience.  He  con- 
sidered municipal  control  of  busi- 
ness enterprises  the  worst  form  of 
monopoly,  aa  they  began  by  having 
tlie  unfair  advantage  of  the  law- 
making power,  and  tlie  tendency  to 
corrupiion  was  greater  than  when 
individual  enterprises  were  asking 
privileges.  The  audience  was  much 
pleased  with  tbe  lecturer. 


WHAT   THE 


LSCTITRER 
SAID. 
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Professor  Adams  thought  the  so- 
lution of  the  monopoly  problem 
must  be  found  either  in  public  con- 
trol or  in  public  ownership.  He  ad- 
vocated public  control,  and  held 
that  the  State  and  Federal  railroad 
commissions  should  have  a  fair  trial, 
that  their  hands  should  be  strength- 
ened by  further  and  adequate  legis- 
lation. He  entertained  the  hope  that 
this  control  and  regulation  would 
iitiimalcly  protect  the  interests  of 
the  public  ill  n  siiiisfnctory  manner. 
He  was  willing  to  admit,  however, 
if  this  effort  to  secure  the  needed 
public  conlnil  by  the  aid  of  commia- 
siona  and  leg islulion  should  fail,  then 
public  owncrsliip  was  the  only  re- 
maining solution.  He  held  that  in 
local  monopolies  it  may  still  be  wise 
to  try  the  experiment  of  public  con- 
trol by  aid  of  commissions.  He  said, 
however,  that  if  anything  should  be 
owned  and  cnnlrolled  by  and  for  the 
people  it  would  be  street-railroads, 
gas  and  water  works.  He  admon- 
islied  his  audience  not  to  be  misled  by 
the  ari;ument  that  mimicipal  owner- 
ship would  \x  dangerous  because  of 
undue  political  iuQucnce,  for  the 
local  monopolies  under  private  own- 
ership were  already  in  politics,  and f 
in  a  most  dangerous  manner.  He  ob- 
served facetiously  that  he  he^tated 
to  discuss,  tbe  question  of  municipal 
control  or  ownership  before  aToledo 
audience. 

From  the  control  of  the  markete  to  the  control  of  the 
minds  of  a  people — this  is  the  line  of  march. 
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80  direot,  persistent,  uitl  bold  vera  the  charges  of  oorrap. 
tions  rang  da/  ifter  dajr  b/  this  jonnul  ■gairut  oil  the  offi- 
cials concerned  in  the  city  gae  enterprise  that  fioine  people 
began  to  beliere  there  mnsl  be  truth  in  them,  itut  when  the 
eommanitj  at  laet  tnnwd  apon  it«  maligaore,  and  tbd  grand- 
jnrj  broagfat  indietmonts  against  the  active  inana^r  of  tho 
paper  and  bis  ciitef  a^igtant  for  criminal  libel  upon  the  citj-V 
nataral-gaa  trustee*,  the  trhole  Btmctnre  of  tbetr  falsehood 
vent  down  at  a  breath.  Thej  had  no  defence  whatever. 
Tbej  made  no  attempt  to  justify  their  lilxsla  or  even  explain 
tlieiu.  Their  onir  dcfonce  was  a  series  of  motions  to  get  the 
indicted  editor  cleared  as  not  being  reeponsible  for  what  had 
appeared  in  tlic  ppor.  Counecl  labored  over  the  contention 
that  tho  aoctised  v!n&  none  of  the  things  wliicli  the  langnage  of 
the  law  holds  for  libel.  He  was  neither  t  be  "  prnprietor,"  "  piib- 
liaher,"  "editor,"  "printer,"  "author,"  nor  a  i»er»on  "who  nt- 
tcred,  gave,  sold,  or  lent"  u  copy  of  the  ncwitpupcr,  but  only 
tlio  "taanagcr."  The  employes  gave  te&tiiiHmy  whicli  wonld 
hire  been  ludicroqs  l>tit  for  tlic  contempt  it  showed  for  conrt 
■nd  oommonity.  Tho  jntimnli^t  wlio  was  tho  '*  managing  cdl* 
tor  *'  of  tlic  paper  iiridur  the  indicted  chief  odiror  was  asked  : 

"  Who  was  the  bend  of  the  paper  when  yoa  entered  npon 
your  dnticfl  as  managing  editor  f 

"  I  do  not  know." 

"  Who  hired  yon  as  managing  editor  V 

"I  really  can*t  &ay  that  I  xras  hired  at  all." 

"Who  employeti  yoii  lo  come  to  Toledo?"  Tlie  witnesa 
had  been  an  employe  in  Pennsylvania  of  the  editor  on  trial, 
and  had  followed  the  latter  to  Toledo  to  take  tlio  place  of 
managing  editor.     "  Nolxxly  employed  me." 

The  son  of  the  iudicted  editor  had  also  followed  his  father 
to  Toledo,  and  wis  employed  on  his  pspcr.  Asked  for  what 
porpose  he  came,  ho  said  :  *•  I  had  no  pur|X»Mi  in  coming." 

The  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  tho  oouuttng-rooui  nr&ft 

Iced  wlio  tixed  his  salary. 

"  I  re^itate  my  own." 

The  advertising  manager  declared  : 
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"  I  have  no  knowledge  who  is  m/  superior." 
The  ncciisecl  ImiJ  to  let  the  case  go  to  the  jury  without  a  spark 
of  proof  of  t!ie  accueationa  which  had  tilled  tlie  paper  evcrj 
day  for  inontlis.  IIo  hiid  no  evidence  to  offer  either  that  the 
charges  were  true,  or  that  ho  believed  them  to  bo  trao-  He 
Gtood  eelf-uonfofiscd  as  huviiig  for  yeart;  printed  daily  gross  li- 
bels oil  cittzons,  official^  and  community,  a&  \ti\vi  of  the  tactica 
of  a  few  outside  meD  to  pruvent  a  free  city  from  dohig  with  it« 
owu  mcaiiB  tn  ita  OM-n  affairs  that  which  an  overwhehiiing  puh- 
lie  opinion,  and  the  Ic^ielaLirc,  executive,  and  jiidicjal  Hathnri> 
ticA,  and  it&  pi-escnt  untaguiiifitfi  themselves,  had  all  Eiietaiiicd 
its  right  t4  do.  The  sgcat  of  tliie  wrong  was  found  guilty,  aod 
«entciiced  to  itnprisoiHiieiit  in  the  county  jail,  with  heavy  coeta 
and  fine ;  liko  the  unhappy  ngeiile  at  Buffalo — '*  made  cheap  " 
for  others.'  Diiteenlenco  wag  suspended  pending  hearing  of  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  This  did  not  come  up  for  a  year.  The 
court  could  find  nu  error  in  tiic  proceedings  of  the  trial  court, 
and  could  not  sustain  any  of  the  objcctiona  made.  But  it  found 
a  point  which  cveu  tlic  lawyers  had  not  hit  on,  and  straiucd 
this  far  enough  to  grant  the  new  trial.  Then  the  convicted 
editor  went  before  ariolhcr  judge — not  the  one  who  had  tried 
him — pleaded  guilty,  ;ind  was  fined,  and  bo  saved  f)x>m  jail. 

One  of  the  la»t  scenes  in  tlii«  Waterloo  was  tlie  abandon* 
mentof  the  newspaper  with  wliicli  the  corruption  and  intimi- 
dation of  public  opinion  had  been  nttenipteil.  Failure  was 
confessed  by  the  eale  of  the  paper,  and  it  was  bought  by  a 
journnliiit  who  had  been  C9i>eeialiy  prominent  in  the  dBfeuoe 
of  the  cily,  and  iigaitigt  whom  on  tliut  account  a  l)itt«r  war- 
fare had  been  waged  by  the  daily  which  now  piuwed  into  his 
poeseMion.  The  Sumfny  •/o'trnal  of  Toledo,  in  commenting 
on  tlie  surrender,  declnn^l  that  tlie  course  of  the  orgim  had 
been  oue  of  the  strongest  factors  of  the  sucooes  of  the  jwoplo. 
"In  every  poa^ible  way  it  alandcred  and  ontr.iged  the  city, 
where  of  ucccesity  it  looked  for  support.  There  could  he  but 
one  reealt.  Scores  who  had  oppowd  tlic  pipe  line  became  its 
most  ardeut  advocates  purely  iu  the  general  dcfenca" 

'  Sec  di.  IX. 
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When  Judge  Jaeksou  refasoii  to  enjoin  tlio  city  from  isen-, 
iag  its  bonds  an  appeal  was  tukcii.  Tl>e  court  and  lite  kw-i 
^'ere  of  tlie  cit^'  were  pionii^od  tliat  it  would  bo  uiimed  up 
witliont  delay.  Muntlis  passed,  and  no  use  wae  made  of  tlie 
privilege  of  tilin-*  new  pletidiiigs  mid  taking  new  testimony — 
tliat  13,  no  me  but  to  make  tlie  ftLiito  lite  baais  for  libela  o» 
Toledo  and  its  bonds. 

Time  ran  on  niiUI  the  day  wnn  nt  Imiid  for  opening  bids  for 
tbo  bond».  Tliiit  wag  to  be  "Wednciiday.  Tli«n  the  counsel 
for  the  opposition  notilied  tite  city  tliat  on  Monday  tliey  would 
begin  t!ie  taking  of  depositioite.  Tlii&  was  not  llien  or  after- 
wai-ds  done,  but  on  tlic  strength  of  tlie  notifiL^tion  news  di-- 
Bpatcbes  were  sent  orer  tlio  country  that  llio  proceedings 
against  tlio  legnlity  of  the  Toledo  bonds  wore  being  '*  prowcd.'' 
Ill  consequenco  of  thits  and  otlicr  nmmsuvrcs,  wlicn  Wedne«. 
day  came  tbore  wcra  no  bide.  A  hasty  rally  of  Eomo  pnblic- 
ftpirited  capitaliftts  at  home,  learning  of  the  emergency,  made 
np  a  anbacriptioii  of  1^3110,000.  The  immea  of  the  citizens 
wbo  made  thia  patriotic  eubacription  wero  printed  in  tbo  daily 
pAper  under  the  beading-  of  "The  Honor  Roll." 

Only  by  extraordinary  inan<Dnvre9  could  the  market  for 
piich  MCiirities  oiTcrtHl  by  such  a  community  have  been  thns 
killed  ill  ft  time  of  great  general  and  local  pros]>ority,  and  ex- 
trnnrdinary  tlioy  were.  What  they  were  wan  fonnnlly  and 
autliorilattvoly  aficcrtalnod  by  an  investigation  made  by  ft 
committee  appointed  at  a  maso-ineuting'  uf  tbo  oitieciis  of 
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Toledo  called  by  the  mayor,  tlic  Hon.  J.  K.  Uainilton.     Tiio 
cull  ran : 

"For  the  drat  time  In  tlio  lilatory  of  Toletlo,  Ita  ccaenil  bonds,  secuml 
\iy  Uir  (tiltli  aud  pra))prty  nf  Die  diT,  iiii'l  iK'Scinj;  a  Tnli'  rule  or  !iitiMV»l. 
bnre  Iwra  cJFeivd.  nml  ooty  aiirli  of  ih^^in  anld  u«  wi^rc  iitkcn  nt  liomo  hy 
popular  >ubocri pligii.  It  it  dcwmcil  drainiblo  Hint  unilvr  sticU  c-irruin- 
■UinccD  llic  citlEcns  of  Toledo  kboukl  mcd  to;t;i-t1icr  aad  dctcnuincnlnit 
riirtHtcr  <(U'i>s  liliiiiild  tio  lahcn  to  narrv  uut  Ibc  will  of  tlie  people  as  cx- 
pn-i*(^(l  liy  fi3  per  otnt  of  llie  voii^rs  of  ilie  phy. 

"U  U  bdlcretl  Oiat  with  prupcr  i-lTort  &  large-  addllloniil  popiilur  aub- 
HTlption  may  be  Dtitaincd.  and  cUub  uoiicc  given  lo  tlie  norlO  Llint  not- 
wiibaiandltjg  III!  opp»>iiinn  lli>e  citizena  of  Toledo  Uitrc  conlidiUM  in  and 
will  ntuiutikiii  titer  cn^dil  of  lljit>  fuir  lity,  iiud  lliul  u  jfruut  cotcTpriM  uuikr- 
liiketi  liy  tl9  |H-iip1i-  nill  iiul  Iw  ilcft-ikli'd  by  tlic  itmclilmii  ionn  of  priraU  op- 
puclnji  iiitctuiu,  uo  laativr  bow  powerful  aiid  uiiMruimluus." 

The  ineclinjf  npjininted  n  (!otri)inltee  of  tlirEe — David  Kob- 
inson,  Jr.,  I-'niiik  .1.  Scott,  and  Albeit  E.  Mac<>inl»er — "  to  pi^e* 
put!  and  ctrciilutc  tliroitglioiit  tlic  financial  circlf»  of  the 
coiititry  a  painplilct  wliii^li  isliall  set  fuitli  tlic  cuao  of  llic  ciljr 
oE  Toledo  in  its  litritg^lu  iijptirifit  tlioec  wlio  by  urionytnotts 
(fircnluPS  and  otlicr  dislionoriible  wiiyft  liavo  (Htcmptcd  to  pre- 
vetit  ttio  6a1c  of  the  Toledo  niitnraU^B  boiuU."  Tliie  ootn- 
initloo  pnt  ilic  ftiels  bcfurc  llio  public  in  n  very  able  panipblct, 
"The  City  of  Toledo  and  Its  Natural  Gas  Honda."  Id  an 
official  BtateTnciit  a^kcd  for  by  tliis  cotiuiiittce  tbe  city  nnt- 
nral-gM  trnstcea  «iy :  "Skilled  writers  were  employed  to 
fnrnUli  atliclue  for  Eastern  financial  jotirnald,  to  caat  discredit 
on  tl)c  bondit  on  llio  very  groutule  tint  had  hec>n  set  aside  by 
Judge  Jaekson's  JevidiiMi.  Not  vonteiit  wiili  tliis  open  war- 
fare, nnonynioiiK  (MfcnliirB  were  sent  to  leadiitj;  investment 
agencies  in  tbe  I'nited  Slater,  warning  tlietn  to  bcwiire  of 
tlieso  JKinds,  an  tliey  wktv  iiinler  tlic  cioud  of  doubtful  const!- 
IntiuJiality  and  an  iiii|>untliiig  lawsuit.  Wlicn  tlic  Jay  nrrivcd 
for  bidding  for  the  bunds  no  bids  were  made.  Agents  of  in- 
vostore  were  prownt,  wbo  came  to  bid,  but  by  soiuo  unknown 
tnd  powerful  inflnenco  tliey  wore  induced  not  lo  put  iu  llioir 
bide.  Tlio  writers  aro  not  awaro  that  any  eimilar  mode  of 
striking  at  llic  credit  of  a  wbole  coiuniiiriiry  was  ever  before 
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resorted  to  in  tliis  country.  It  ia  an  insult  and  a  wrong  not 
utily  to  tlii&city,  a^jii^t.  wliic-Ii  it  iii  aiiiiud,  but  tu  pcoplu  of  in- 
dupendeiice  uverywLero  in  tlie  United  Staleii  wiiu  have  a  com- 
iiioti  intercut  iu  tlie  maiiitcnaiicu  uf  tlio  rlj^litii  of  all.*' ' 

PruM  dugpatcliua  iiu|)Ugiiiii^  thu  validity  of  tlic  bonds  and 
iniiircprcsoutiiig  tlto  facts  vrera  sunt  all  uvur  tlic  country. 
Tlic  anonymoiiB  circiilm-s  referred  to  vcre  niailod  to  all  ttie 
leading  bnnlcg,  investment  Agencies,  eiipitnliitg,  Aiid  tiews- 
paj»*rs.  Tlio  Xew  York  Mail  uml  Exprtsa  said:  "It  would 
be  decidedly  interesting  to  know  vrbo  is  responsible  fur  tke 
,  .  .  metliods  by  wliidi  it  vr.-is  tbougbt  ^o  prevent  tbo  i^ity 
from  nndertiiliiiig  the  cntcrpnee.  A  number  of  volunteer  at- 
torneys and  coirespoiidents  deluged  bankers  and  ncvrepHpcrs 
witli  letters  \rtirninj{  tliciu  against  ttie  bonds  wbicb  the  eity 
]tropoiics  to  isiiue,  on  the  ground  tlwit  it  b:Ld  no  riglit  to  issue 
thorn.  The  Mail  and  Etprets  received  several  cornmunlea- 
tions  of  til  is  kind." 

"Nut  only  tbc  flnanctnl  centres  of  this  country,"  Bay  tlie 
city's  uutural-gas  trustees  in  tbuir  uflii-ial  report  for  t8!K>, 
"but  tliuAC  of  £oi-opc  TTcro  invaded  with  these  oircnlars.*" 
The  circulAr  was  headed  "Caveat  Emptor."  It  contained 
twenty.four  questions,  and  every  one  of  tlio  answers,  except 
thoso  which  referred  to  matters  of  record  and  routine,  like  the 
diite,  amount,  name,  etc.,  of  the  bonds,  was  incorrect.  What 
hurt  the  people  of  Toledo  mo«it.  as  it  was  most  base  and  base> 
less,  was  its  attack  on  their  liitherto  nnqucBtioiied  credit  and 
financial  bono)-.  Asking  the  queetioii,  "  Uow  docs  the  credit 
of  the  city  etsndt"  the  ciroolar  answered:  "Refuuding  has 
been  going  on  ever  since  1883.  The  buntlod  debt  was  greater 
at  the  beginning  of  1SS9  than  of  ISSS;  bonds  bcnring  intor- 
ef^t  at  8  |>er  cent,  will  become  duo  in  three  or  four  years. 
The  mayor,  in  bis  last  annual  niessngc,  admits  the  inability  of 
the  city  to  pay  miieh  of  llic^e  except  the  refunding."  ''Witb 
ing  to  wound,  and  yet  afraid  to  strike,*'  tbc  autliors  of  this 
attempt  to  pull  down  an  entire  city  managed,  by  the  inter- 
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VMvingof  sucli  phrases  as  "ever  since  18d3/'  "  bonded  debt 
grentui','*  "  iimbiiity  of  the  city  to  \>ay,*'  to  create  by  insinna* 
tioii  tlie  feeling  of  financial  dmCrust  for  wliidi  tlielr  greatest 
iiitliistry  and  iiij^uuily  bad  beuii  hIiIc  Uj  lliid  tuit  a  particle  of 
foniidfttion.  No  iiiudum  iiiiriiit-ipality  is  iitkcd  or  ex{»evted 
r)r  d«titi-[:d  "to  piiv  iiiucli  except  the  rtrfiinditi^."  ('^ipilaliste 
would  greatly  prefer  that  even  tbo  i-cfiiiiding  tlioiild  not  be 
carried  on,  but  that  the  debt  filioiild  ran  ninng  nt  tbo  origiiial 
Iii;^h  rales  of  iiitLTCsr,  wbich  tlicy  regretfully  see  dwindling 
away.  The  circiil^ir  failed  to  stale  tliat  the  city  was  burrow- 
ing money  at  4r  per  cent,  to  pay  otf  debts  bearing  S  per  cent. 
Tlio  iiiitiniiationi^  of  tliocii'culnr  conld  linve  been  ii6ud  of  "the 
credit"  of  the  United  States,  Kow  Voik,  Paris.  Ix)ndoti,  Clii* 
cn^,  witU  the  same  iippropriatotiess — with  this  exception,  tbat 
Toledo's  iminic-ipal  tiiiaiieiaL  credit  w:is  relatively  to  its  ro- 
sottiTcs  on  a  Hoitiidet'  and  iiiore  conservative  b;utis  tlian  these 
luiiot)  more  liiglily  tinanccd  cities.  Ttiecirciilar  did  not  state 
lliit  tbo  proportions  of  debt  to  poputatiuo  had  been  decreas* 
iiig  for  many  years  past.' 

"  Toledo  lius  not  tn'o  ycars^  supply  of  gas"  the  circnlar  saidt 
"in  nil  tlie  territory  aeqairetl."  The  Slate  Geologist,  in  bis 
annnal  report  for  181)0,  said  that  Toledo  would  liaro  no  gas  to 
supply  its  pipe  lines  or  citizens  in  ISdl.  in  IS92  the  city 
plpu  littu  supplied  gas  to  the  valne  of  $lGS,95i.44i.  Tlirco 
years  have  passed,  Toledo  wells  still  flow,  and  neu'  ones  ait! 
being  found  continually.  '^Whatever  may  have  been  bts  ob- 
ject,'' say  the  city  fpis  trasteea,  "in  volunteering  euch  a  stato- 
incnt,  wo  know  tliat  so  far  in  1S91  it  is  untrue,  and  that 
eticll  positive  dccIaratiouB,  based  upon  bypotbotieal  conditions, 
are  utterly  unvrortby  of  sci^ntilic  pretensions."*  Tlie  Ststo 
Geologist  also  took  part  in  his  auiinul  report  in  tlie  debate 
between  municipal  control  and  private  enterprise,  siditig  alto- 
yether  witli  the  latter. 

Tim  (|uantity  of  gne  land  owned  by  the  city  was  put  by  the 
L'ircular  at  800  to  SOQ  acres.    The  city  bad  6(0  acres.    The 
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circular  dccluruJ  tlio  life  of  an  ordinary  wcU  to  be  ono  to 
tlircfi  yoxn.  Tliorc  is  no  encli  limit.  licfcrring  to  ilio  quan- 
tity of  gas  land  the  city  tind,  tlio  circular  mV-cai  imd  answered: 

'*  Cannot  other  territory  ho  Required  ? 

**>'ot  in  Nortliwcslcrn  Ohio,  nnd  not  nearer  than  tbe  gas 
fields  of  Indiana.'' 

Tliis  nas  nntrne,  for  the  gns  trusteea  liad  alicndy  been 
offered,  as  stated,  several  tlioueands  of  acres  of  tlie  best  i^e 
Uodft  ill  addition  to  thoec  they  liad  Loiiglit.  Bnt  the  atithore 
of  the  draular  did  tlioir  bust  to  make  it  iriic.  The  city'a 
iiatiinil-gas  triieteiPH  say  in  their  rejtort  fur  1S90:  "  v\e  Boon 
ntt  thv  tru(jtoe&  wvre  pre|uirL>d  to  negutintu  fttr  gau  tvulU  and 
giu  territory,  the  field  swiirmed  with  etiiiiwaricH  uiid  aj^ents 
of  the  Noilhwfpttri!  Oliio  Niitiiml  Gas  Cuinpany  tu  com- 
jicto  u'ith  the  titi^Luufi.  Itj  order  to  jirovu  what  had  buuii  ]irv- 
TioQ^ly  etutcd,  '  thnt  Toledo  conid  pi*ocur&  no  gns  territory,' 
no  tHOfliis  w«ro  left  Hntrit-'d;  agents  of  that  cotniwiiy  even 
fniudtilfhtly  roprufionted  tlieinectvcs  to  tliu  owiiore  of  gae 
property  tliat  they  were  connecled  wilh  the  ga*  trngtee*  and 
M'orking  in  llicir  intciest,  and  in  fionic  instances  introducing 
llicnmelvc*  as  tlie  president  of  this  board.  Prices  went  up 
1000  per  cent,  in  some  iu&tancce  rather  than  let  it  fall  into 
the  Iiande  of  the  triuteet.  A  conepiciioas  officer  of  that  com- 
pany, AS  an  cxcn^e  for  paying  an  ent.>riii(iiis  enin  of  money 
for  n  gas  well,  U  reported  ns  saying,  'We  did  not  n'ant  tlie 
g«$  well,  hnt  we  had  to  bny  it  in  oixler  to  keep  Tolwlo  from 
getting  iiold  of  it."" 

lieferriiig  to  the  privnte  companies,  '*  Aro  the  ]>eopIe  of 
the  city  already  enpplied  with  natnral  gas  for  pnblic  and  pri- 
vate uaei"  the  ciixriiiar  asked.  "Thoy  are,"  it  answered,  and 
goes  on:  '^'VVhy  docs  the  city  want  to  go  Into  the  natursl- 
gas  bnsincBs,  then  T'  "To  houin  the  laiidii  uf  real-e&tato  spoe- 
nlntoni."  This  is  a  charge  nfft-cting  the  Legislature  and  Exec- 
uli%-e  and  Slate  conrts  of  Ohio,  the  eoiirla  of  tlio  United 
Stutee,  the  people  of  Toledo,  and  all  tlie  mcmbora  of  their 
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city  govern  men  t.  Biirke  confeseed  tliat  ho  did  not  know 
how  to  ili-aw  tip  ail  itidiuCmoiit  against  a  whole  people.  That 
art  hn8  been  »<!(iuire(]  eince  ]m  day. 

"Are  lliesc  UhhIs  of  unqucsiioiiBble  validity  i"  iLis  cale- 
oliisM)  uf  libel  upon  a  cotnnittiiity  ([iicrics. 

"By  no  means.  Pioniiiiciit  tnitpajora  have  eults  pciiiiiiig 
nttiicking  tlio  constitutionality  of  tlio  act  under  wliicli  they 
nra  issued." 

"  Iliive  these  ca£C8,*'  tlie  Inst  qncstioti  rnn,  "ever  been  tried 
on  their  merits  V* 

"  They  have  not." 
hey  had  been  tried  eo  far  that  the  United  States  and  State 
oonrta  had  refii&cd  uii  every  ground  urged  to  interfere  witli 
theii'  i«eue  and  sale,  declaring;  the  legislation  aiitliorizing  thein 
to  he  valid.'    Tlioy  iiad  never  been  tried  any  further  in  the 
L'niled  States  t'ouru  for  a  very  f^od — or  bad — rean^uii.     The 
"  pruiiiinerit  taxpayere,'*  after  their  defeat  bi^foru  Jndjre  Jack* 
son,  took  every  poiuiililu  means  to  prevent  tlie  case  from  reach  - 
in};  a  tiiinl  adjmlioilion.     The  invariable  rulo  of  the  United 
States  Suproino  Cuiirt  has  been  to  troat  »e  tlual  and  couclu&ivo 
tlic  decisions  of  State  conrte  as  to  suoh  donteslic  isiucs.    Dur- 
ing the  hundred  years  of  its  existence  not  a  case  can  be  found 
in  whicli  that  court  Uss  overruled  the  fixed  and  reccivod  coii- 
Mructiun  g^iveii  to  a  Slate  law  by  tlie  courts  of  that  Slate^^      ^ 
Tlie  only  liupe  for  the  suit  uf  iho  "prominent  taxpayers *\     ^H 
wae,  therefore,  that  the  Suprcmu  C^urc  of  the  United  Slalesl 
would  fur  tlicir  bpuc-ial  prutit  ruvL-i-t>o  the  practice  to  which  it 
had  cousltftviitly  adhei-cd  i^inco  thu  eetablielnnent  of  the  f^ov-j 
crnmcntj    Wlmt  cliey  really  thought  of  their  prospect  of  suc- 
(•(•»»  in  that  cfTort  tliey  eonfesecd  when  their  ca&c,  no  longer 
dul.-iyable,  was  upon  tlie  point  of  being  readied. 

Tliey  who  lind  been  %o  "  anxious  to  g«t  to  the  case  as  eooii  as 
poB6ible"refraine<i  from  printing  the  record,  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  putting  the  ca&e  on  the  docket  of  tlie  I'liited  States 
8npr«mo  Court.    The  city  wanted  the  decision,  and  in  order 

I  "Coniitiimiiiiial  lliit'irt  SI  Ktfi^n  in  th«  PaT*)i>]iintiit  of  AhktIcad  Iaw."  l^et- 
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tli«t  tlie  PJiBfl  miglit  not  be  diemisst*!]  for  this  failure  to  print 
tli6  rvcor<I,  and  a  dcoieion  upon  tlic  incrttd  be  thna  prarcnted^ 
ilto  cUy'e  ffos  trnstcDS  advuncod  ttio  money — $11U0 — to  tbe 
oonrt  priiitur  for  printing  tlio  record.  Pnelicd  tlins  against 
thti'iT  will  to  trial,  when  the  dft^'  came  on  which  they  ranst 
ri«e  to  slxto  their  case  the  opponents  of  Toledo  folded  their 
teots  and  Btulc  silently  avny.  On  the  motion  of  their  attor- 
ney tlio  CA60  WHS  didmieecd,  again&t  the  protest  of  the  city. 
They  puid  all  the  oo«te,  including  the  money  adrauced  by  the 
dty  (or  priming  the  record.  To  tlieit-  defeat  all  alan^  the 
line  they  did  not  want  to  add  u  formal  decision  ugiitnst  tlietn 
from  the  Suprcute  Conrt,  vrliidi  was  inevitable.  And  ihey 
ran  away  to  light  another  day. 

Another  purpose  of  thcee  enlls  wae  confessed  only  n  few 
weeks  after  this  circular  vim  i^ucd.  The  c.\iBlciicu  of  the 
BQita  waa  used  to  try  to  frighten  the  city'a  nntnral-gae  trus- 
tees into  8ece|itiiig  a  "TOmproini.se."'  Tl»e  com  promise  was 
tliat  they  ehonld  abiiiidon  the  enterprise,  sell  out  pipes  and 
lands  for  a  fraction  of  their  worth,  get  their  gaa  from  tlio 
private  company  at  higher  ratee,  and  pnt  the  city  in  ilg  power 
for  all  time  to  come.  "Jt  will  be  three  or  fonr  yeara  before 
your  case  ia  through  the  Supreme  Court,"  its  repreeentative 
Cold  the  nnttiml-gns  tnuteoe,  in  orging  them  to  accept.  "  Von 
can't  sell  yotir  bonds,"  ho  eontiniied ;  **  you  have  no  money." 
The  "compromieo"  was  refused,  but  the  city's  pipe  line  had 
been  delayed  so  long  that  the  prollta  of -the  company  for 
another  twcWemontli  were  sccnre. 

The  demonstration  against  the  bonda  in  the  United  States 
Circuit  Conrt  bad  been  followed  by  similar  aiiita  in  the  StaU: 
courts.  Here  again  the  city  was  enceessfnl.  It  wne  upheld 
on  every  controverted  gronnd — in  the  enabling  net,  in  the  vote 
of  the  people,  iu  the  appointment  of  the  trustees  by  the  gov> 
emor,  and  in  the  issue  uf  the  city  bonds.  Appeal  v»a  taken 
here,  an  in  the  United  Slates  conrts,  nod,  M  there,  for  delay, 
not  fill'  decision.  To  checkmate  ftirthor  nso  of  this  lawsuit  to 
amotticr  the  law  and  cripple  the  city,  ttic  friends  of  tlic  pipe 
lioe  began  a  snit  against  the  anthorities  to  force  an  immedi- 
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Ate  dooiaion  from  tlic  Oliio  Soprome  Conrt  as  tx>  the  legality 
nf  tlie  bonds.  It  wne  certniiily,  as  wos  eaid  in  tlio  press,  "a 
rtii'ious  etate  uf  tilings  when  liic  defendant  i«  ooiiipellcd  to 
bring  snit  sgninst  liimsclf  becnuee  ttie  plaintiff  refuses  to 
ftllovr  trial  in  Ills  own  case." 

Titeiie  litigations,  the  cirenlars,  tlie  press,  were  onl^'  pnrt 
of  tlie  CAtnpaigii.  One  of  tlie  co)iimitt«efi  of  tlie  Couiiiion 
Council  was  broii^flil  under  control,  and  induced  to  throw 
toclmical  dittieiiUies  iti  tho  whv  uf  tlie  snle  of  tliQ  l)0iide, 
wtiidi  caused  months  of  delay.'  Kilort  wrb  made  to  get  tlie 
Governor  to  Hp[H>iiit  natttral-gas  Inisteea  hostile  to  tho  cltjr, 
but  failed.  It  WU8  attciuptod,  also  without  siiccc^  to  get  the 
I^gielHturu  to  prcrcnt  the  sale  of  the  bonda  at  |)rivatu  eaW. 
Dnring  all  this  controvci-ey  the  citj  was  most  fortunato  iti 
receiving  the  needful  authority  from  the  State  Lcgislaluro. 
This  was  due  mainly  to  afnitlifiil  and  nbic  ropi'cecntRtivcof 
Toledo  in  that  body,  the  Hon.  C.  P.  Griffin,  lie  was  offerffd 
every  pi-oinise  of  political  preferment  and  other  allnrements 
to  betray  his  constituente,  hut  he  alvays  retnniiicd  faithful. 
AVitliont  his  support  the  efforts  of  the  city  would  have  failed. 
His  servtccfi  atiiid  great  tetiiptaticas  doeorve  the  grateful  re- 
membranco  of  the  piihlie. 

Some  of  the  devices  of  "  private  eiitcrpriso  "  were  eliildisli 
enungh.  "A  Bnsinees  Mvu's  Protest"  was  piibli&lied,  wliieh 
prored  ander  the  microscope  to  liai'e  been  largely  signed  by 
men  nhoso  names  could  not  be  found  in  tliu  directory.  A 
siiiiilarly  formidable -looking  rcnioii^trancu  agaioEt  the  pipo- 
lino  bill  vM  sent  to  the  Legislature.  It  had  1420  names;  of 
these  4'"'4  coiiM  not  he  found  in  the  directory,  and  over  300 
of  the  &G2  remaining  tiaiiit^  sigiicil  the  petition  for  the  city's 
bill.  ACany  of  them  Hvowed  that  when  they  had  signed  the 
"Remonstrance"  it  had  a  heading  in  favor  of  the  pipe  line, 
vhioh  ninst  have  been  changed  nftcrwurde.  As  part  of  the 
tactics  of  m)eiuformation,a  report  wae  published — in  Jannary, 
1890 — claitning  to  give  the  biieinees  of  both  the  private  com* 
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paniofi;  hai  Uic  tiicnibcrs  of  tlic  Cunnctl  Coininitteo  on  Qas, 
whcti  afteru'urda  cxaiiiitii[i<^  titc  buokn  for  tliu  gH&  (iOin|>aiijr, 
found  tliat  it  jpive  tlie  icccipte  of  onl/  ono  company".  A 
paper  WM  prepared  by  a  citizens'  meeting  for  circulation 
among  tlio  iTiatiiifactnrcrs  to  ABcertnin  liow  much  tliey  would 
contribute  towards  the  city  pipe  line;  bnt  when  reported 
b»ck  to  the  meeting  it  had  become,  in  some  myeterioiis  war, 
a  paper  asking  the  mflinifnctnrcrs  how  intich  tlicy  wonld  ad* 
ranee  to  quite  a  different  scheme,  the  effect  of  which  wonld 
be  to  eell  out  the  city  pipe  lino  or  conrei-t  it  into  a  manufact- 
urers' lino. 

TUceo  wore  the  infantile  methods  of  men  wlio  conld  not  see 
tlie  Indicronsness  of  the  position  they  put  tlieimeelves  in  by 
ench  efforts  to  keep  a  bneiness  which  they  were  constantly 
declaring  to  be  hasHirdons  and  uriprofitnUc 

Detectives  appear  In  almost  every  scene  of  our  story,  and 
arc  as  common  in  its  plot  as  in  any  extravagant  inelodrnnm  of 
the  Bowery  tliirty  years  ago.  To  connteract  the  anonyraona 
eircnlnra  the  Cily  Council  sent  n  committee  bended  by  Mayor 
llamilton^ — the  "  War  Mayor."  one  of  the  nblest  lawyore  of  tho 
city,  npright  and  loyal  at  all  times  to  Toledo — to  visit  tho 
Eastern  money-mar kct^  Tlic  committee,  in  their  official  re> 
port,  state  that  llicy  were  assnrcd  by  responsible  dealers  in 
mnnicipal  eccnrilics  in  Xcw  York  and  Boston  that  they  wonld 
bid  for  the  entire  amount  to  bo  sold.  "  We  regret,  however, 
to  have  to  report  that  tho  powerful  and  infJuontial  parties  who 
hare  on  all  occaaiona  and  in  every  way  sought  to  ohstruct  and 
defeat  tho  enterprise  for  wliicli  the  proceeds  of  these  bonda 
were  to  be  used,  in  some  way  succeeded  in  inducing  those 
who  intended  to  porchaso  to  withhold  their  bids — in  fact,  nv 
matter  how  guarded  our  movements,  we  believe  that  every 
person  or  firm  with  whom  we  had  interviews  was  reported  to 
tlie  agents  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  for  in  every  intitanoe 
where  from  our  interviews  we  had  enconragement  that  the 
bonds  wonld  be  bid  for,  within  a  ehort  time  more  or  less  in- 
fiaential  agenis  of  opponents  interviewed  theee  parties  and 
succeeded  in  changing  tbeir  minds." 


^ 


itsrsvTjyES  at  sf£tir  it.iXK  door 

What  a  picture  of  "  higti  finance,"  of  the  '*  benclicent  inter 
play  of  llio  forces  of  supply  and  doinand,"  of  the  "  inarvcllone 
perfiiutloii"  with  wliieli  uapital  niovoa  under  "ualura!  laws" 
to  carry  its  fertiLixin^  iiifliiencos  where  tliey  are  most  iicededl 
Tliu  oOiciaU  of  tliis  free  city  com pulU'd  lu  sneak  around  in  tlie 
open  niuuey -market  n»dcr  cover  wilU  "^gmirdfd  moveincnls," 
Eccking  buyers  for  its  Imnds  aa  if  tlicy  witrc  atnlcn  goods! 
About  tlivin  A  cloud  of  I'picB  and  detectives  reporting  every 
movement  us  if  it  were  u  eriinc  to  tlio  little  linndfnl  of  trnEt 
millionaires  in  tlieir  grand  building  on  Broadway  I     "  Tliey 

liavo  entered  tlio Bank!"     "Tlioy  liave  jiiet  loft '« 

office!"  After  eacli  report  the  lensli  la  slipped  of  a  n'aicing 
eleutli,  u'bo  flies  away  to  mn  down  the  quarry. 

The  gas  truatees  made  public  a  letter  and  telcgraai  they 
received  from  n  prominent  New  York  bank : 

"?ii:v'yomc,Kiiicniti*rST,  IGSB. 

"DeakSir. — Agcnclooian  namod"  (naming  n  man  nbo  eictu  tliecer* 
tISmifH  of  Ibe  Bdinitaril  Oil  Trast  iistr^astiiVT),'  "Iniroducwd  by  UlD  can! 

of  Mr. "  foos  of  llie  rtclicat  men  in  New  York  nol  otlierwiw  Icnowti 

mi  noaiu^tcd  »iih  iliv  trim),  "calltwl  oa  ti»  to-tUy  and  Atatui)  tbiti  under- 
SUuilinK  llial  iiiir  lirui  niiH  uil  liie  point  of  bidding  on  lliu  Tointo  lionds. 
rtc.  lie  woiilil  nuitloa  n^itiMt  llic  imrcliniMx  nii  Uiey  vtw  iiot  Icpnl,    Mr 

rvprcscDicd  tiimsdf  na  coining  from "  (oui:  of  Itio  companies  uf 

tbc  oil  oombiniilion).  "  nnd  nfcrrcil  ns  to  Ibcir  lanycr  for  further  Inforcnn- 
UoD.  Xow  OS  Mits  may  liun  Uio  sale  ol  itie  bands  no  vaot  to  be  imittlDiui, 
■iid  on  Friday  will  mnlic  forllier  inquiries,  and  will  wire  you  accotdiagly. 
>Ve  muy  cot  cart  tn  linnil  in  uur  l^ids  ou  iliia  account." 

The  telegram  sent  on  Tridny  is  as  follows: 

"X«n  Ynii.  NuvamlMi  MHIi. 
"Feario;  mlo  ot  bonds  lius  been  tnjunxl,  will  noi  bid  iil  iiceai-iit. " 

*'Tliat  telle  tlio  story,"'  said  one  of  tlio  trustoce,  "in  a  iint- 
rficll." 

A  local  bank  bid  for  §500,000  of  the  bondf,  but  did  not 
snetain  its  bid.  A  reputnblu  citizen,  an  ox-inayor,  wrote  for 
pnblication  in  one  ot*  tbe  leading  jouniaU  that  ho  iiad  becD 

■  Ttwia,  New  Tork  Stuic.  IM$,  p.  M9. 


informed  by  a  well-knowii  Iwuker  lliGrewns  rcafon  to  believe 
n  Imiikiiig  tirtii  wliicli,  iii  ISi>3.  dcftiiiltcd  on  its  bid  fur  boiida, 
liiul  been  ill(leIn^i^lt^d  by  tlic  u|ip»tiitKin  for  t!ic  ^5000  it 
tliereby  forfeited  to  the  cUy,  aod  fur  tlio  profila  it  would 
Iiitro  made  from  the  enle  of  tlic  bonds.  With  tlio  city  line 
crippled  tlie  gta  company  would  pocket  the  profit*  on  tlio 
SaIo  of  a  million  dollnrs'  vortli  of  gus  n  year.  Five  tliotiMnd 
dollars,  or  eeveral  limes  tliHt,  was  &  small  insnraiiee  to  pay  for 
such  again. 

Tilts  was  the  game  of  bidc-nnd-fleek  played  in  Wall  Street 
bydetectivee  nw\  Hnaticial  stilcttoe  against  "&imp1c  grecn»," 
who  tliongbt  supply  and  demand  still  rtilo  valuer.  Tliis  was 
tbo  reality  wliicli  tlie  officials  of  Toledo  found  behind  the 
ontward  aepoct  of  its  iim)fiitiicotit  buildiniis.  the  bciioT-olent 
niillionairee  wlio  took  out  thrun^li  tboir  phite-gUss,  the  gran- 
diloqaont  gcneralizationB  of  profcisors  about  "the  money- 
ninrkot." 

The  city  was  brought  lo  the  iuimiliation  of  seeing  it^  offi- 
eials  meet  in  public  6e«sion  at  an  appointed  liour  to  open  bids 
it  had  invited  from  all  the  money  centres  for  its  bonds,  only 
to  have  the  nowe  dnelied  all  over  the  country  timt  not  a  bid 
from  abroad  had  been  made.  This  opposition  coat  the  city 
in  one  way  and  anotlicr  not  left*  than  t;l,000.Oi>0,  according 
to  the  estimate  of  the  city's  natural-gas  truslees.  The  feel- 
ing of  the  people  was  expressed  in  the  following  language 
in  u  circular  ^nt  out  witli  the  patnphlet  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appotnle<)  in  ni38&>meeting  to  make  a  statement  of  To- 
Ic^lo'a  cafie  to  Oie  public: 

"Wo  liavR  seen  the  modern  aggregation  of  CfU'pomlions — 
trusts — suppress  other  corporations  lu  tlie  samn  lino  of  bnsi- 
tieaa^  Bnt  this  Toledo  contest  is  believed  to  be  the  first  in- 
Etatloe  •where  private  corjiora lions— creature*  of  the  Slate — 
baro  assnmcd  to  exercise  monnrcliical  powcK  o%'cr  n  portion 
of  the  State — ono  of  its  leading  municipalities;  to  dictate  the 
policy  of  its  people;  to  seek  to  control  the  Icgistntion  m  to 
the  lawatli&t  should  be  enacted  for  such  portion  oF  the  State; 
to  bribe  and  intimidate  the  votes  of  such  city  at  the  polU;  to 
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Attoinpl  to  subsidize  tlic  prcM  by  the  most  liberal  expciidi* 
tore  of  money ;  to  at  Uet  piiirbaiw,  out  and  out,  a  hereto* 
fore  leading  paper  of  tlic  city,  pbicc  its  ciwd  tiiana^rs  and 
attorncye  as  directors,  iii^port  one  of  iie  loog-tntinbd  uieii  as 
editor,  and  tiirn  this  paper  into  an  engine  of  attack  u|>oti  (be 
city,  nn  attacb  upon  the  city'8  honor  and  credit,  cliuracleristed 
by  tlie  nib«t  unecrnpnIoiiB  niigrcprcaentatiuti  and  a  pi^rfvct 
flbandoninent  of  all  ibe  iimenitic^  of  civilized  warfare/* 

The  Toledo  public  felt  no  doubt  as  to  wlio  were  ntlaeking 
H  under  tlie  convenient  aiiunymity  of  the  two  gas  corpora* 
tione.  At  a  public  conference,  Jdniiary  16,  l$t>9,  between 
tbe  presidents  of  the  private  natiiral-j^as  companies  and  the 
pODple  flsfiontltk'd  in  inaeii-nicuting,  tliu  repretientative  of  the 
former  naid  the  only  condition  on  wliicli  tbe  nieniberB  of  the 
oil  trust  bad  l)cen  indnccd  to  iiilcrcBt  tbcinselvcii  in  natiiml 
gas  in  Korthwctitcrn  Ohio  vraa  tbutuf  aUsolntu  and  niiqnulitu^d 
control  of  tlic  entire  biinncisfi  through  a  majority  of  the  etuck 
of  nil  the  gne  companies  to  bo  organized. 

"Tiio  trust  is  interested  in  conipaiiiee  engaged  iu  supplying 
natnmt  gas  V  the  proeidunt  of  the  oil  truBE  wag  asked  by  tbe 
Kew  York  legislature  about  tliifi  time. 

"To  alimiicd  extent,  yo«." 

"  tiave  theya  majority  iiitcre&t  in  anyof  tbeee  companieeP 

*'  I  tliink  tliey  have."  ' 

Tbia  was  identically  tbe  arrangement  by  vbicit  the  nine 
tfHMcefl  owned  as  their  private  property  llie  cttntrol  of  tbe 
oil  business.  At  licvcrRl  Inter  confercneeii  willi  tho  city'g 
truotees  and  the  Common  CnmuMl  the  gni  companies  wcru 
repn-!^>nted  by  one  of  the  principal  nienilwra  of  tbe  oil  com- 
bination, the  ingcnionft  gentleman  who  bad  managed  the  ne- 
gotiations vritb  the  railroads  by  which,  under  the  atiat  of  tbu 
American  Tranf^fer  Company,  the  tra«t  claimed  and  ^ot  a  re- 
bate of  20  to  35  cents  a  baiTol,'  not  only  on  nil  oil  it  BJiipped, 
bnt  on  all  shipped  by  ite  competitors.  He  was  also  tie  rep- 
resentative in  llio  similar  Hrmngcnicnt  by  wliicli  the  Cleve* 


*  TcMiiMMj,  TtuaU,  Ke«  York  BeatU,  1661).  p.  428.  *See  p.  W. 
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land  and  MsHotta  Itailroad  nj^roed  to  carry  its  oil  for  10 
ceiiU  a  barrel,  to  ciiargo  liicu  3b  ceots,  nnd  to  pay  it  25  out 
of  every  35  cents  Gicu  paid.'  He  bad  acted  in  tlio  Mine  in- 
terest tliroiiglioiit  till;  guit  fluid  Hi  well  as  in  oil,  and  liis  path- 
wiiy  eonld  be  Iriiced  tliruii^li  onu  independent  com{)&iiy  after 
aiiiitlivr,  wlioeo  vn'ockt,  likv  tliv&o  in  oil,  are  milestones. 

July  27.  l&d!),  ill  :i>k  itvm  ori}{iniiiii}g  in  New  York,  in  tlie 
Tribune,  ii  fi-ii>ndly  pHjier,  mid  ji^ivmi  an  extensive  (rii'culatioii 
by  iieu's  d«^Rp)Uc-hi»  sent  to  tho  leading  papci-s  in  other  cilies, 
it  wfis  Kiid  tliat  tlie  reprcsentMtivuei  of  llie  oil  lni»t  *' iti  tliis 
city  8iiy  onipltniii'iilly  that  llicy  will  uttiick  in  tim  cotirta  the 
right  of  (liu  cily  to  issue  them  " — tliu  buiidi'. 

At  the  great  meeting  of  the  citizens,  Octobtr  19,  1889,  to 
organize  n  popniar  siibscription  to  lake  the  bonds  killed  in  tho 
moncy-tiiark(>l,  ttie  leiroliilionii  named  the  oil  uoii)i>inatiun  aa 
the  power  responsible  for  the  attncks  on  the  city,  and  appealed 
to  the  people  to  observe  that  it,,  *' no  longer  conlent  with 
destroying  iridividiiitU  and  aeeocialione  wliicli  stand  in  tho 
way  of  its  moneyed  intercsla,  now  rises  to  grapple  with  and 
destroy  the  rights  of  cities  and  states;  we  therefoi-o  ask  all 
liberty -loving  mi-n  to  mako  coiniiion  uaiise  with  us  in  llie 
dufunco  of  the  cuniintinity  against  tho  aggression  of  uulu&sal 
poMer," 

The  aldcrnicii  and  tlte  Common  Council  of  Toledo  nnani- 
mously  adopted  re^olntions,  Septcmbtsr  15,  1890,  reqiiei^ting 
the  State  and  Kcilural  courts  to  give  decisions  as  promptly  us 
possible  in  the  suits  pending  against  the  validity  of  the  nat- 
uml'gos  bonds.  Tlit>««  bodies  in  their  officiul  uttumnf'e  de- 
chircd  that  tlie  oil  comliination,  "  through  its  oftlcHrs  and 
ap?ntj  in  tlm  city  of  Toletin  and  at  many  other  points  in  the 
L'nitcd  StJitea,  bus  cinrulatcd  false  and  mallcions  sliitunientB 
alM'Ut  the  bonds  of  the  city  of  Toledo  iestied  for  natiiral-gas 
plu-poSM."  Tbo  naturuigis  trustees  of  tho  city  eay  in  Ihcii- 
ivport  for  1890:  "Tbcfie  injunctions  and  circulnrs,  altbongh 
fnthorod  in  tlie  first  instance  by  non-resident  taxpayers,  and 
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in  tlio  Becond  by  irreeponeiblo  or  anonymous  pRrticit,  woro 
trnced  directly  to  tlio  oil  trust,  a  triial  liAvitij;  a  Urge  uiiiuber 
,  of  eor|)oraliotia  wiliiiii  its  conlrol,  among  wliidi  is  the  Norlli- 
weslera  Oliiu  Natural  Gas  Cuiiiiiaiiy,  mid  lo  wliom  tlie  city 
of  Toli'du  may  reasonably  attribute  a  loas  of  mora  tli&u  a  riiill- 
ioii  of  dollars  already.  What  further  financial  oiabarnisft- 
mcnt  it  limy  eiiffcr  in  tlio  fotiiro  cannot  bo  incasttrixl  by  the 
depravity  And  moral  tnrpitiidc  wliicll  il8  seeds  liavo  sown  in 
our  tnidet."  ' 

!  Wlien  tlie  warfare  against  Toledo  became  a  scandal  ringing 
tliroughoiic  tbe  country  and  beyond,  tlio  orjjan  of  the  trust  in 
Toledo  attoinpted  to  innke  it  appear  tliat  tbe  oil  trust  was  not 
tlie  }Kirty  in  intercut.  But  tlieie  was  open  corfcA&ioa  on  tbo 
rueord.  lis  connection  and  its  control  vrero^^dinilted  by  two 
l-eprcecntativce  in  conference  witli  a  coniniittcc  Appointed  by 
tlie  innvor  at  tlicir  reipioet  to  discuss  the  Bitiiation.'  Tliey 
described  tlie  circnmstaiiccs  under  wliicli  the  mcinbcrs  of  the 
oil  triigt  bad  gune  into  the  pixiject  of  the  Toledo  line  and  the 
project  of  the  natnral-ga»  bii»iiiet<e.  One  of  the  two  stated 
that  he  came  into  it  ae  tls  "  more  direct  represent;itivc."  The 
pipe  line  of  the  private  gas  coiit|>any  was  built,  be  went  on 
to  s*y,  by  one  of  the  principal  corporatiotie  iti  the  oil  trust. 
At  the  same  interview  it  wae  admitted  that  the  oil  tmst 
owned  60  per  cent,  of  the  nalural-gnR  eompany's  tlock. 

The  peoplu  of  Toledo  did  not  unrreiider  to  this  sncccea  of 
llielr  enemies  in  the  muncy-niHrket.  The  bonds  wliicb  cal* 
nriiny  and  <.-6|)ioiiaj^  pr'cveiitbd  tliein  from  eelling  at  wbolo- 
»;ile  lo  tbc  gi'Ciit  capitalists  of  New  York  and  Uoetou  tliey 
look  themselves  at  retail.  Tlic  Legislature  having  given  ao- 
tliority  for  such  sales,  a  coiniuittee  of  one  liuudi-ed  bqd  been 
appointed  by  the  ciiizoiis'  uieetJiig,  Oijtober  19,  1S89,  to  can- 
Fftse  all  the  wards  of  the  city  for  subscriptions  to  the  gas 
bonds.  "Gas  Dond  Pledges"  were  circulated,  to  which  poo* 
pie  suhecritwd  according  lo  their  ability,  in  amonnta  ranging 
from  ^2  to  $5000.     The  empIoy<^  at  the  Wabash  Railway's 

'  Aniinml  R^rport  <if  Nnttirkl  Gim  Trartcv*,  lOeO,  p.  S. 
•Toledo  St«de,  Pt-brimr;  7  nixl  tt.  I&8». 
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car  shops  sent  in  a  list  signed  by  fifty  natnee  ior  a  total  of 
^1102,  sn  nverage  of  $22  each.  The  labor  of  tn-o  hundred 
men  for  a  week  without  \niy  was  offered  tlic  gaa  (rii»tee8  as  nu 
earuc^  of  the  good-will  of  tlio  people.  Piece  by  piecu  the 
cit^''d  pipe  line  vaa  piuhed  throagli.  At  a  critical  nioincnt  n 
thrcwd  aud  patriotic  contractor  saved  the  ciitevprieo  bj  build- 
ing a  lai^e  part  of  the  line,  ajid  taking  fui-  Wis  paj  the  bouds 
t!ie  banks  would  not  take.  In  June,  1B90,  lim  piibMc  wcr4 
gratified  hy  the  an tiounce merit  that  their  triutt-es  hail  (.ecared 
the  means  "  for  the  construction  of  three  luiles  more,''  making 
eight  miles  ill  all,  or  ucarly  one-fourth  the  entire  line.  In 
Anguet  a  corilruct  wag  made  for  five  luilce  mure,  and  eo  the 
work  went  on,  Etop  after  step.  ; 
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Ix  tho  midst  of  tlie  Anxious  disnnsfiioD  by  tlie  citizens  of 
Toledo  as  to  tliG  cliaractar  of  tlio  powtr  wliicli  ruled  tliem 
both  by  iiigbtand  by  day^thcsninc  question  arose  in  tbe  iiietro- 
politati  reli^noue  |)rees,but  in  itsbroadur  ethical  aspectK. I  After 
tbe  petition  o£  Toledo  to  be  allowed  to  tako  tbc  control  of  its 
light,  beat,  and  pon-cr  into  its  on-n  hands  bad  been  laid  before 
tho  Lcgiatntnrc,  the  National  Baptist  of  Pbiladelphta,  in  an 
article  on  tbe  trusts,  cn'ticised  them  as  the  prophet  Xatban 
wonld  have  done.  It  g&fe  to  that  in  oil,  ''of  course,  the  bad 
pre-eminence  in  ail  this  mfttter."  "This  corporation  lias,  bj 
ability,  by  boldness,  by  utter  tinscnipulonsnese,  by  tho  use  of 
vast  capital,  mimaj^  to  control  every  producer,  every  carrier, 
to  say  nothing  of  tlio  legielHtnree  and  conrts."  The  Ji)eami- 
n«r,  tho  leading  roligions  weekly  of  the  Bnptim  denomination 
in  Non*  York,  rose  against  tbi».  "Wo  can  readily  uiiderfiland 
hov  there  slionld  be  differences  of  opinion  in  tlie  matter  of 
tJicM  triuts,  luid  their  influence  ia  a  proper  subject  of  di»- 
eneeion ;  btit  to  m»kc  it  tho  occasion  of  so  unju&t  nnd  in- 
tompernto  an  attack  on  Christian  men  of  tho  Iiighc«t  excel- 
lence of  character  is  something  that  was  not  expected  from 
a  paper  bearing  ench  a  name.  The  fonr  most  prominent  men 
in  the  oil  trast  are  oiuinent  Baptists,  who  honor  Ibeir  relig* 
ions  obligations,  and  contribute  without  ftint  to  tho  nobleat 
Christian  and  philanthropic  objects.  .  .  .  A.II  of  them  illastrato 
in  their  daily  li%'es  their  reverence  for  living  Christianity." 

The  I^ational  Baptitt  did  not  snbmit  to  tins  attempt  to 
cite  men's  creeds  to  prevent  judgment  on  their  deeds.  It 
qnot«d  tbc  reply  Mncnutay  makes  Milton  give  to  the  similar 
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picas  urged  for  King  Cliailes  :  "  For  Ins  private  virtues  tliey 
are  UegiUe  tbe  qiiegtion.  If  lie  ojiprew  and  extort  all  dnr, 
slialt  lie  be  held  blamelees  b«caiise  Le  praveth  at  ui}>lit  and 
iDoi-nitig  r'  It  lield  to  its  f^rouiid,  and  cited  agiiinst  tbc  truest 
tlic  reixirdcd  evidence,  l>iit  it  ileclnred  it  was  '^a  marked 
hreacli  cpf  propriety  lor  tlie  JSxttminer  to  bring  their  pnvNt» 
charanter  into  tlie  dtsctissioii.''  Tlie  yatttnial  Itajitint,  goiiii; 
on  to  speak  in  praiMj  of  a  aericB  of  Hvolj*  cartininK  in  fftirperit 
WivMtf  on  tlio  Forty  Thieves  of  the  Triiets  and  einiilar  suIh 
jocts,  eaid,  witli  eoinc  eadncw:  "  It  will  be  a  sorry  (Spectacle  if 
the  eecnlar  papoi's  ehall  bo  ran^ud  on  tho  side  of  justice  iin<) 
the  hiiman  ruce,  vrhile  the  defence  of  mono^ioly  eliall  bo  left 
to  tite  au-mllcd  rcpresentativce  of  tlio  nL*li}>iuii8  preae." 

Xjiler,  MHrch  20,  L890,  the  Kzamincr  rL'tiiiriod  agahi  to  its 
diacus»ion  of  tlio  rL-ligions  pcrfomianccs  of  the  chiefs  of  tho 
oil  trust  as  a  matler  of  public  importance.  Of  one  of  them  It 
said:  "Tlia  prayer-inet-tiuga  of  tlie  FiftJi  Avenue  Cluireh  aro 
on  '\\rodnt'«day  evening,  and  no  biieincsa  iimii  in  tito  church  ii 
lce«  likely  to  be  al)«cnt  from  4>ne  of  ihem  tliAn  be.  Ilis  wif<} 
and  children,  wbcn  they  arc  in  tho  city,  como  witli  him,  nml 
it  is  by  00  means  an  nnasnal  thing  for  tlie  whole  family  t-> 
take  part,  each  of  them  occupyingono  or  two  ininnles  of  time. 
He  and  tliey  arc  at  cliurch  every  Buuday  wlicn  in  the  city, 
and  DO  Inisband  and  wife  keep  np  the  good  old  llaptist  habit 
more  faithfully  of  excban<;in};  a  kind  word  with  tho  brcthrei 
and  siBtere  after  the  regular  M>rviccs  are  over.  He  dresses 
plainly,  and  eo  do  his  family,  and  every  one  of  them  has  a 
kind  heart  and  a  pleasant  word  for  all.  Tliey  are  among  llm 
last  to  leave  the  church  and  the  pmyer^ni  eel  trig.  Now  tlio 
question  iii.  How  is  it,  as  things  go,  that  a  man  pouesslng  I  be 
gi'cnt  wealtii  impaled  to  him  ahonid  have  sn  wnmt  a  fralcr- 
uity  of  feeling  fur  the  lowly  in  llieir  tcnipitml  eonditiunnf 
And  ie  there  not  an  example  here  that  miglit  well  be  imitated 
in  all  tbe  churchos  of  our  Lord  {" 

In  an  addresfi  on  Coppoi-alione  the  reverend  ecerelary  of  tho 
CImroli  Editlco  Department  of  Lbe  Home  Missionary  Depart- 
ment of  tbe  ItaptUt  Chnroli  followed  tlio  example  of  the  load- 
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ing  CliiiroU  journal.  "The  oil  trnst  wae,"  lie  said,  "  liegiin 
iiuci  carried  on  by  Clii-Istian  men.'  Tliey  were  IJ;iptistB,and,80 
far  a>>  the  fipcnker  kne\v,  both  tlie  ohjects  And  tlie  mctlioda  of 
tlie  oil  trust  wure  praiseworthy."  A  clergjman  of  another 
(]enomiii!ition  once  called  upon  one  of  tli«  great  men  of  Iho 
triifit  to  eceU  n  Biil)sori|ili«ii. 

**  Bnt,"  wiiil  (he  rit-li  ina»,  "  I  am  not  of  joiir  Church." 
*'  That  does  not  matter,"  said  the  miiilBter,  "your  money  is 
oriliodox." 

-The  ftecnUr  jiress  followed  the  oxRmple  of  the  religions 
prces  in  treating  tlicir  public  fuitlifninesa  to  Church  oereiiiu- 
nies  M  news  of  the  day,  and  part  of  the  record  of  tlieir  social 
ftmctions.  The  Kew  York  eon-espondenl  of  tlie  Philiide1['liiii 
DaUy  Becord  wrote  for  the  people  of  Pliiladeljiliia;  "It  in 
not  often  that  n  niillioDairo  stands  up  to  lead  in  prayer,  bnt  T 
Iteitnt  the  president  of  the  oil  combination  make  nii  excellent 
prayer  llie  other  crcniiig.  He  is  said  to  be  worlh  $25,000,000, 
i>nt  he  neither  drinks  nor  nsca  tobacco,  and  lie  is  a  deacon  in 
Dr.  Arinitflgc's  cbnrch.  He  likes  a  faBt  liorse,aiid  Il^s  eleven 
horses  in  \\\i  stable  here.  Few  men,  however,  load  plainer 
lives  tiian  ho,  and  few  put  on  1cm  style.  IIo  gives  liberally  to 
nnficctnrian  cliaritiec,  bnt,  lie  snyf«,  '  when  it  comes  tu  Chtireh 
work  I  always  give  to  the  Itwptists — my  own  denomination — 
and  to  no  other  Chupcii.' "  A  New  York  daily  dencribcd  the 
same  triistce  ''as  ono  of  the  few  intllionaircs  who  devote  nnich 
of  their  lime  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  othcra 
When  not  called  away  Ity  social  or  business  cngagcntcnte,  yon 
ace  pretty  sure  to  find  him  at  homo  evcniiigf.  Here,  in  bis 
toofltly  and  wotl-eqnlppcd  library,  ho  receives  his  visitors,  many 
of  whom  repref«nt  the  various  benevolent  and  religious  nn> 
dcrtakings  in  which  he  is  iiiterei^ted.  He  has  for  yeara  been  a 
hearty  supporter,  financially  and  personally,  of  foreign-niis- 
sionary  work,  and  no  layman,  perhaps,  is  so  well  informed 
concerning  the  details  of  it.  IIo  )ias  n  personal  acqiininlanco 
witb  many  of  the  leading  missionnries  of  the  world,  and  his 
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rCGidcncv  is  frequently'  llie  ecciie  of  a  gatlioringof  these  work* 
ore  amoii^  tlia  lioatlicn.  He  is  now  devoting  considerable  at- 
tcDlioQ  to  ]ion)c--iiii»«ioTiitr^  work,  n  field  wliicli,liQ  ie  convinced, 
pit-s«nts  eplundid  opportnnitios  for  CliristiHD  ondeavor." 

iSnny  dosfriptioiiB  Iiavo  Ixjcn  given  hy  tlic  press,  riiciropoli- 
tan  and  interior,  of  tlie  succe^  with  whicli  one  of  tlie  Lrust«ee 
built  np  tlic  liirgcst  Sundav- school  in  hia  city  at  llie  anino 
tiiim  that  he  was  hiiilding  up  the  monopoly— leading  the  chiU 
drci)  of  his  (:oin)K*titora  arid  ciiBtoincre  to  eiilvntiun  with  his 
left  hand,  while  wiihlil«  ri»ht  ho  led  their  fiithcra  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  finrineially.  Theclinrcli  where  these  men  nppear 
lias  had  cohinins  of  admiring  dcseription  iti  the  leading  daily 
papers  of  New  York  and  other  cities.  "There  ai-e  few  wealth- 
jer  con fjrejiiit ions  tlmii  this  one."  saja  a  repurtcr  of  the  Kew 
York  ]yorl-d,  though  lie  adds,  *'the  wealth  ia  elsewhere  mor^ 
evenly-  divided.''  The  tnietce  of  the  light  of  the  world  "i« 
the  inn^nate  of  the  church,  tho  centre  around  n-hioh  all  leeser 
millionaipe  lights  revolve.  Everybody  stops  to  speak  and 
ahake  hands  with  httn.  Evcryhody  smiles  upon  him,  tliis  mod- 
est man  of  nearly  $2(Hi.OfM),Ono."  "  It  is  armising,*'  wiys  the 
Brooklyn  Ati^U,  ''to  note  the  manner  in  which  his  n^'ighbors 
watch  him  during  the  service.  Quite  n  nnmber  of  people 
loiter  near  the  door  to  eeo  hiiri  aa  ho  walks  out  of  clinrch." 
"They  are  worth  a  bit  of  careful  eludy,"  «iys  another  paper 
of  the  trnetces, "  and  no  place  ia  quite  fo  convenient  as  wlieit 
tltoy  are  at  chnrch.  Their  iiiteroat  in  reliyion  i&  as  sineore  aa 
th(>ir  belief  in  oil.  From  the  moment  they  enter  chnrch  until 
they  leave  they  are  examples  that  Christians  of  high  and  low 
degree  inijiht  follow  with  profit."  "  Tliey  have  made  the 
imiat  of  both  worlds,"  writes  another  jonrnali»t.  The  oil  lrU8t 
was  criticised  by  the  Rev.  Waphinffton  Gladden  at  Chaatan- 
qna,  in  188(».  One  of  its  prominent  officiale,  as  reported  in 
a  friendly  joiirnxl,  defended  it  aa  *'a  eonnd  Cliristian  Insti- 
totion  ;  and  all  these  communistic  attacks  are  due  entirely  to 
the  jealonsy  of  those  who  cannot  stand  other  peoplc^s  pi-o«> 
perity.'" 

>  Nn  VmIc  TViiiM.  AfrU  ta.  I8«» 
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"In  AnnivcrMry  week"  io  Boston,  in  May,  1889,  at  tlie 
meeting  of  tlic  Aiucriciiit  Haptiat  EJncatioiL  Society,  the  sec- 
rotary  ftAit]  he  tmd  an  nniioiiiiccincnt  to  make.  "  It  lunl  been 
whiskered  about,"  wiys  tlie  Xevr  York  JSieaminer  of  Hay  23, 
IHS^,  from  wliDAG  rricnilly  ncconnt  we  ure  quoting,  '*  tlint 
snnifltlitng  iiiipnrtinit  wan  to  occur  at  tliis  meeting,  and  a 
breathlese  siloncB  awailcU  tlio  anriounccmoriL  Holding  nj)  & 
letter,  tlio  secretary  eaid  ttiut  Iiu  liud  hero  a  pledge  from 
a  princely  giror  to  our  cdticatioonl  cauecs,  naming  liiui  (liere 
lie  was  iiitvrnipted  by  a  treniendons  cheer),  of  if 600,000  fur 
the  proposed  Cliieago  college.  .  .  .  Tin's  £t.itcment  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  porfi'ct  bcdlatii  of  appkn&e,  sbonte,  find  wAviiig  o£ 
handkercbiefs.  One  brother  on  the  platform  was  so  excited 
timt  lie  fiung  liis  liAt  np  into  tlie  air,  and  lost  it  among  the  Au- 
dience" Eloquent  Bpeeehea  at  once  ovevfiuwed  the  liiwuf  tliu 
lending  men  of  the  meeting,  which  wns  a  delegate  assembly. 
They  sprang  to  tiieir  foet,  one  aft«r  the  other,  and  inntnidly 
Ktirpossod  CRcti  otiier  in  prnieing  God  iind  the  giver  of  tins  gift, 
whioli  was  equal  to  Jiie  income  for  a  fortnight.  "1  scarcely 
dare  trust  myself  to  speak,"  siid  n  doctor  of  dirinily.  "The 
coming  to  the  front  of  such  n  princely  giver — the  man  to  lead. 
...  It  is  the  Lord's  doing.  ...  As  an  Americiin,  a  Jkiptist, 
and  A  Christian  I  rejoice  in  this  consummation.  God  has  kept 
CliiCKgo  for  ns ;  I  wonder  at  his  patience."  Another  reverend 
doctor  eatd:  "The  Ixird  tiath  done  great  things  fur  us.  .  .  . 
The  man  who  has  given  tlii^  money  is  a  godly  man,  wlio  does 
God's  will  aa  far  as  he  can  Bud  ont  what  God'^  will  i».'' 

The  andiencc  rose  apontancoiifely  and  sang  the  Doxology. 
On  motion  tho  following  telegram  was  sent,  signed  by  tlio 
preeident  of  tho  society : 

"DonoH.lIorlS.IISli 
"Th0  Raptlm  lUnontinitllnn,  lytMUbled  at  tbe  first  anniversary  of  Um- 
Eilucaitoti  Soclcly,  bnro  rccvivvd  with  unpaialtGlcd  cnlbiutium  nud  gntll' 
luile  llic  nDnouDcemeat  o(  your  piiucel]'  gift,  and  ;>U'(If;«  Ibcir  lieaitlnl 
eo-opemiloD  in  tbe  tcconiplLilitDGnL  ot  tbla  magDlficeot  enterprise." 

Th«  name  signed  to  this  telegram  happened  to  be  tlie  same 
OS  that  of  the  dtviuu  with  whom,  when  president  of  Btown 
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Univonity  in  1S41,  ono  of  tlic  most  devoted  of  the  laborers 
for  tlie  fpeedom  of  llio  nogro  hud  a  di^u&sion  whicli  ie  per- 
liapg  the  most  pinigeut  in  the  litcrntiiro  of  the  Aiiti&lnrery 
movement. 

On  Aiignst  30,  18*1,  Ilcnrj  C.  Wrlglit  wrote  fo  Edmund 
Qiiincj" :  "  I  once  met  tlie  prefltdent  of  Urown  University,  in 
the  preecnco  of  several  friends,  to  converao  on  the  Btihjuct  oi 
elavery.  The  converaaiion  turned  on  the  qneslion:  Can  a 
EtlaveliolJer  be  a  Christian}  To  brinf;  it  to  a  point,  fi<lijress- 
iiig  inygolf  to  the  doctor,  I  asked  him,  'Can  a  man  he  a 
Christian  and  c\-x\m  a  rij^ht  to  snuder  husbands  and  n'tve«, 
parents  and  children,  to  compel  men  to  work  n'ltliont  wages, 
to  forbid  thcin  to  read  the  Bible,  and  buy  And  ftcll  them,  and 
who  Iiabitmilly  doee  thcM  things?'  'Tc^'  nnaworcd  the  rev- 
erend doctor  and  president,  'provided  lie  Um  tho  epirit  of 
ChrUt.'  *  Is  it  posfiihlc  for  a  man  to  be  governed  by  tho  spirit 
of  Clirigtnnd  elnim  q  right  to  commit  thc$eatrociousdeedi;.atid 
habilnnlly  commit  t1iem  )'  After  some  turning  lie  answered, 
*YeB,  I  believe  he  can,'  'Is  there,  then,  one  crime  in  all 
tlic  catalogue  of  crimes  nltich  of  it«elf  would  he  evidence 
t«  yon  that  a  man  had  not  tho  spirit  of  Chri&t  C  I  asked. 
*Te«,  thousands,'  said  tite  doctor.  'What)'  1  asked.  ^Sical- 
ing,' said  iie.  'Stealing  what,  n  sheep  or  a  manf  I  asked. 
The  doetor  took  his  hat  and  loft  the  room,  and  appeared  no 
more." ' 

The  Sunday  following  a  spccini  service  waa  held  in  the 
cliiirclioi  thninghont  tho  eonntry  in  bchnlf  of  further  help  in 
*'lhe  new  educational  criBie."  Many  eulogistic  scrmonfi  were 
preached  that  day  by  tho  lending  elerg}-men  of  the  denomina. 
lion.  *'  And  so,"  ono  of  them  is  i-eportcd  to  have  said,  '*  when 
a  crteie  came  God  had  a  man  ready  to  meet  it.  . .  .  An  In- 
etitution  was  bound  to  come,  and  unle&s  a  Qod-foaring  man 
efrtablisbcd  it  it  was  likely  to  be  mnterialibtic,  agnostic  ...  In 
this  emergency,  and  in  God's  providence,  society  raised  ap  a 
man  with  a  coloseal  fortane»  and  a  heart  as  large  ae  liia  fort- 
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line."  "  God,"  Riid  tJie  Clilengo  HtantJart!,  a  religions  weekly, 
"  lute  guided  lis  and  provided  us  a  loader  attd  &  giver,  and  so 
broiiglit  us  out  into  h  Urj^o  plnco." 

Atiotlier  of  tlio  tniHtucs  lias  poured  into  a  Sontliorn  Slate 
liiindn.'d«  of  tlioneundi^  of  dollans  for  cliinx*]ica  of  various  dcs 
noiiiiiintione,  and  millions  for  hotels  of  a  more  tliati  Oriental 
iiiiiifniliceiico.  *^Tliorc  is  no  pliilnntliru|)i&t,"  enys  »u  cditur 
of  llint  Stale,  comincDting  on  these  expenditures,  *' who  ren* 
dvrs  the  world  gi-eater  service  than  tlie  man  of  enterprise."] 
But  '*  Western  l'eiiii8jlvaiiia,*'8aiil  the  Piilsbnrg /-'tis/,  "luoliB  ' 
more  with  awe  tliaii  pride  at  the  libeml  diffusion  of  its  wealth 
in  Florida  itnproveineiits  and  Baptist  uiuvorsities."  A  daily 
paper  of  Kichtnoiid,  Virginin,  in  nii  editoriwl  coiiitnontjng  on 
11  re}>urt  thnt  tlio  huatlery  glories  of  St.  Angitstine  were  to  be 
reppiited  in  l£i<>liiiioTid,  said  :  "  Wo  have  nitnglit  to  remark  on 
the  Iji^int.  monopoly  if  sutne  of  tt«  profits  are  to  come  in  such 
a  direction.  Wn  could  forgive  much  tliat  monopoly  visita  on 
the  down-lroddeii,  lioniy-lmiided  eon  of  toil  if  it  woold  come 
vitli  open  pockets  prcK^laiming  the  era  of  liixnn'ant  acoomino- 
dations  for  all  tho^o  other  millionaires  wliose  money  wo  want 
to  800  invested  in  Ktcliinond." 

TIio  next  year  after  the  Boston  meeting  the  Chnreh  cole- 
liraled  ita  "  Annivcreary  week  "  in  the  city  wliich  was  to  he 
tlieseat  of  the  new  college.  And  the  aniiivei-aary  closed  with 
a  jubilee  meeting,  which  filled  the  largest  asseuihly  room  in 
Auicrica.  "All  tlieclmrch-goingiKJoptcof  Chicago  mnst  have 
attended,"  one  of  the  daily  pnpere  eaid.  It  was  addrfsscd  by 
the  principid  ctepgymcn  of  the  denomination  from  all  pirtsof 
the  country.  Agiiin,  as  at  Boston,  the  centre  of  interest  was 
I  he  gift  of  a  fortniglit's  income  to  the  university.  A  telegram 
making  the  gift  conchisive,  since  the  conditions  on  whicli  it  was 
promised  had  been  complied  with,  waa  rend.  Cheer  afterrhcer 
I'oeo  from  the  agdembly,  and  oratory  and  mu^ic  expi'esaed  the 
emotion  of  the  andicnce.  The  divine  who  mnde  the  cloeing 
speech  declared  thnt  ho  needed  ice  on  his  head  on  account  of 
the  jnyfiil  excitcnicnt  of  the  occasion.  The  cheers  and  the 
tiand'clapping  cloged  iignin,  asat  Boston,  with  the  spirited  sing> 
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ing  of  the  Doxologj.  Not  only  in  llie  rt-ligiiJiis  press  o£  all 
denoiniiiatione.  but  in  tlie  worltlljf  presa,  the  topic  sx&t  tliclxat 
of  '•  copy,"  Tlie  great  dailies  gave  colnnine,  itiid  even  pages, 
to  the  incident,  atid  to  the  Biibeecjtieiit  gift  from  the  »nnic  source 
of  larger  suiod.  "('oriBpiiiiiinmly  proviiJeiitial."  '"  princel}-," 
"gmiid,"  "inutiificcntooiitriljiuion,"  "  man  of  God."  werellic 
pbriiecs  of  prnlso.  A  writer  in  the  Now  York  /ndejtfndent 
eatd  :  "  Your  correspoiidntit  ope&k^  from  opportunities  of  per* 
wniil  observation  in  eajiiig  that  pecuniary  benefaction  to  a 
public  cause  seldom  if  ever,  in  liifl  belief,  flowed  from  a  purer 
Christian  soaree."  The  only  recorded  note  of  dissent  eaine 
froHi  a  liiitnbler  sonrce.  Hiiiler  the  text,  "I  iialo  roblierj  a« 
a  burn  (-differing,''  a  weekly  biwineas  jonnial  said  :  "  Tlic  en- 
dowment of  an  edncationiil  iiisEltntion  where  tlio  Miuliw  ehnll 
bo  limited  to  a  single  course,  mid  tlint  a  piiiuary  coiirec  in 
oommercinl  integrity,  would  be  a  Atill  more  advuntagcous  oat' 
let  for  litipcrnbnndant  capital.  Such  an  institution  would  (ill 
a  crying  want" 

It  waB  the  het  Thursday  in  May,  1S90,  when  thisgreat  rep- 
reBcntative  convention  of  the  Chnrch  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  celebrated  tlic  accoptanco  of  this  endowment. 
Even  while  the  mil  of  tlie  Doxotogy  was  still  rising  to  the 
roof  of  the  auditorium  the  plans  were  preparing  for  a  por- 
formaiice  at  Foatoria  the  next  Sunday,  three  days  later,  wliich 
had  a  profound  effect  upon  Toledo,  though  just  the  oppoetlo 
of  what  was  expected. 

Fostoria,  Ohio,  is  tlie  home  of  the  president  of  the  pnnci> 
pal  natiirnl-gns  company  in  Ohio  controlled  by  the  oil  trnst 
and  leader  in  the  vendetta  against  Toledo.  A  wealthy  miller 
erected  in  Foetoria  in  13S0  a  floiiring-milI,with  a  c«p«C)ty  of 
1000  barrels  a  day.  One  of  the  in<lucemcTit«  was  a  contract 
made  with  this  manufacturer  by  the  gas  company,  by  which  it 
buurid  itself  to  supply  him  with  natural  gas  at  a  price  wliicli 
would  be  one-5fcl)  wliat  coal  would  cost  him,  and  to  continue 
to  supply  him  as  long  as  it  supplied  any  one.  The  mannfact* 
urcr  carried  out  his  agreement  by  the  expenditure  of  $150,000 
for  the  crcGlion  of  the  mill,  and  by  running  it  continoatly  to 
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its  fall  capacity.  Hie  bills  fur  pu  lie  paid  proiiijnij-  every 
moQtb.  liel^'ing  upon  tUe  coiitnict  witli  tlie  g»  coinpaii^v,  tJie 
mill  vr&8  built  for  itatiinilgas,  aiidcoiild  uaciioutliL-r  fuel.  In 
Fubriiury,  [tiliO,  tliu  giLs  coinpntijr,  di&snti^Hud  witli  tliu  liar- 
piin  it  liad  made,  detiiandcd  buttci-  tcniie.  Tlic  milting  coiii- 
paiiy  refowd.  On  a  Simdiiy  nutming  hi  June,  "wlion,  if 
ever,  come  perfwc-t  dayH,"  ii  gang  of  iiilti  Rp|>citi'cd,  led  by 
an  otKcor  of  the  gas  vuiiipany,  and  dug  up  and  toro  out  Iba 
pipes  Mipplying  tlio  mill  witli  gaA. 

Cbiircli  bells  of  ditfuront  dunoininallons  were  scattering 
tbcir  Bw«ct  jangle  of  iiivitations  to  tlie  sanctuary  as  llm 
tramp  of  tlic^u  tiiiudtid  men,  issuing  on  tbeir  errand  of  furcu, 
mixed  with  Die  putter  on  tlie  sidewnlks  of  dcvonC  feet.  Pri- 
vate grounds  were  unlaM'fnIly  entered,  property  wab  destroyed, 
tliG  peace  broken,  n  dny  of  love  changed  to  one  of  b»tc,  atl  the 
bondsof  coniinniiity  cut  asunder,  and  the  people  turned  from 
tlie  contemplation  of  divine  goodness  to  gnze  at  shapes  of  greed 
and  rage.  Sunday  is  chosen  for  sncti  deetle,  since  the  belp 
witli  wliicli  llio  pii^iin  Jnw,  ^ift  of  lieAtlieti  Uotiie,  would  inter- 
pose, cannot  be  invoked  by  tb©  victims  oq  Sunday,  and  be- 
cause on  Sundny  (.'liriKtiati  peitpio  i^o  to  cluircli,  and  leave 
their  property  iindi-feiided.  The  peace  -  oflicers  were  sutu- 
inoned  to  an-eat  the  invaders  for  violating  the  Sunday  law, 
but  before  tlivy  coiitd  get  on  the  ground  the  iniocbicf  was 
dene.  The  pipirs  ii:td  all  been  exaivuted,  the  eiinncctlons 
wronuhcd  ofT.  and  the  trencli  nearly  lilled  lip.  The  milling 
eompany  bogau  suit  fur  f<IOO,0(iO  damages  against  the  gas 
company,'  but  a  private  settlemont  was  made,  and  the  caee 
lins  never  been  pressed  to  trial.  TIio  laborers  who  did  the 
work  of  the  Captains  of  Industry  in  tlii»  matter  were  tried  and 
convicted  at  the  County  Court  iu  July,  but  by  no  process  did 
the  hiw, which  is  "no  rospeeter  of  persona"  reach  out  towards 
the  prineip.de. 

This  Fueturia  incident  occurred  during  the  heat  of  the  To- 
ledo contest — Jane,  l$9D^whiIe  the  city  wan  pushing  the 

■I*«4llion  ttt  tiM   I-^HC  Uarlvr  Compaiii  »«.  tlm  Xonli«r«tLTii   Dliio   yiMlal 
IBm  CoapBnj,  C«uit  v(  C-umiuoD  Picas,  Svticcit  C'onbti,  Ohi<r,  June  ]C>,  ISwi 


350 


A  SVXDd  r  IN  Jt'Mt 


sale  of  bonds  for  its  cniaucipaiiiij^  pipe  Huo  by  popolar  fiob- 
scriptiuii  nnd  in  orlO  lots,  ^otiuc  liiid  Uccu  already  ^rvotj  oil 
tile  people  of  Toledo  iit  public  conference,  tliat  dcepilo  coii- 
travU,  clixi'tei'S,  fraticlii&eB,  ttie  private  coiiipatiitis  wunld  iiul 
take  Miy  less  price  fi-uni  Toledo  t]i»n  liiey  deitiaiided.  In 
pnrsaaiice  of  lliis,  after  tlic  conncil  Imd  tixett  tlie  price  iit 
aecordaiico  with  its  admitted  rii^lit,  a  <:irculai'  was  tent  uiit 
contaiiiltig  tills  BigntticAtit  tlircut;  'Mf  it" — tlio  logall;  de- 
clared price — '*  is  approved  by  our  cuBtoiners  we  will  kno^r 
vlint  euiinw  to  punuo.*' 

Evvi)  before  tlie  ucctirretice  at  FosCoria  it  bad  been  deli- 
nitely  siiggedtud  to  tlie  people  of  Tulcdo  tliat  in  m»Q  the 
eouiicil  failed  tu  uecvpt  ttic  demniid  as  lu  rates  in  innkitig  tlio 
uuw  ordinance  (Jiilv,  ItiUO)  tbc  pi]>oa  would  be  so  far  reinored 
*s  to  cut  off  tlto  »upply  on  eonio  Sunday  when  no  Ie>;ul  liolp 
cotild  bo  invoked.  Tlic  poe«ibility  of  this  Sunday  cut-oll  of 
tbo  fuel  supply  of  15,000  consumers  bocaiiio  a  living  topic  of 
digcii!«toii,  public  mid  ])nvHte,  Aud  wne  considered  iu  all  its 
bcariiijr-i  by  tlio  Toledo  press.  Calculations  were  made  and 
pnblislied  of  the  number  of  men  it  vruuld  rcquiro  to  take  up 
tlic  linndrtd  niilue  or  go  of  pipe  in  tlicstrocte  of  Toledo  be- 
tween dark  and  dark  some  buly  &tbbatli  day.  It  was  con- 
fessed, tiopclce&ly,  that  they  vould  bo  inoro  than  tbo  police 
could  handle.  "Of  course,"  as  was  said  in  (ho  Toledo  Blade 
by  a  leading  citizen,  "sueli  ©latorprieu  would  involve  a  very 
remarkable  degree  of  both  lawlessness  and  desperation  on  the 
pari  of  the  managers.  It  would  be  a  mode  of  withdrawal 
from  Inide  c^ultc  unknown  nniong  sound  busiucse  men.  But 
then  tlicir  pniccseee  havu  bvcn  peculiar  from  the  start." 

It  was  nothing  ]c£s  tlmo  startling  to  Toledo,  almost  before 
tlic  print  on  the  types  of  these  words  was  dry,  to  licar  the 
news  from  Fostoria  of  the  Suiiduy  raid  there.  There  were 
those  who  declared  tlut  the  Sunday  riulence  Ht  Fostoria  was 
deliberately  dune  as  n  waniiiig  to  Toledo.  If  it  were  a  warn- 
in}^  to  them  not  to  Insist  on  the  legal  and  ctpiiLahlu  and  con- 
tract right  of  their  Common  Council  to  tix  the  rjitcs  of  g»«, 
it  VM  a  failure.    The  eoutiejl  went  forward  and  did  its  duty. 
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If  it  were  a  warning  to  tlie  people  to  redouble  their  labors  to 
free  themeelves  forever  from  tlie  possibility  of  eiicli  tliraldoin 
as  tliAt  in  wliicli  Fostoria  and  other  cities  were  enchained,  it 
was  a  success.  The  people  heard  and  lieeded,  and  in  ten 
niontlis  thereafter  gas  began  to  flow  into  the  city  through  its 
own  pipes. 


CHAPTER  XXVI 
TOLKDO   VICTOR 

Jt  was  reinarkaMe  to  eee  tlie  revival  of  the  paaeton  of  freeH 
dotn  of  1776  and  IS431  in  tUe  editona]s,  &pecciics,  rcaoliitiouaJ 
of  public  ineetitigs,  and  tlie  talk  of  tho  cuinmoii  people  in 
Toledo  IIS  ill  Coltimbiis.  The  example  of  "  the  lieroiu  liberty- 
lowing  people  of  Boston  "  \f;»8  held  up  in  every  .tspeut  to  (lr« 
the  heart  of  Toledo  not  to  be  friglituiicd  into  ftulijfctiou  tu 
the  foreign  power  that  thrciitened  tliem.  To  rt^ist  "tli« 
domination  of  an  ecorioiiiit:  iiionaiTliy  "  was  tliu  appeal  made 
ill  pofitera  with  which  the  town  wns  placni'dod. 

"  Diiriii;;  all  the  time  George  IIL'e  soldtora  wore  qnartored 
ill  ii'>stoii  that  iiioiiart-h  did  not  spend  as  tiiucii  money  to 
hring  the  city  tu  terms  ag  haa  been  beeu  spetit  in  this  effort 
to  euhjiigate  the  city  of  Toledo,"  raid  Alderman  Macuiiiher. 

"A  people  like  thoee  of  Toledo,"  eald  one  of  them  in  the 
preas,  "when  ottce  unitfxl  and  dclorminod  u  thoy  now  are, 
cannot  be  &til>j(i£*ted  by  fttiy  ooiutinatioit  of  roercon&rics  yet 
known," 

"  It  is  evident,*'  the  Toledo  SunJay  Journal  B»id,  "that  tho 
people  of  Toledo  hitve  come  to  a  full  realizulion  of  thn  trtilli 
that  the  money  aaved  hy  the  inde|>endeiit  pipe  line,  though 
greiit,  ia  a  mallor  of  little  importance  coinpured  with  the  so- 
cial Rtid  ]>olitical  isMiea  involved.  It  would  be  ft  thoiieaiid 
timeg  better,"  it  coniinttcd, "  to  ntterly  banknipt  the  city  than 
permit  the  oil  corabinitiott  to  win.  The  fight  was  not  for  the 
pi-ft^-nt  alone,  but  ir  wab  for  the  present  and  fntnrc,  and  for 
all  time  to  eome.  It  wag  not  for  the  people  of  Toledo  alone, 
but  it  was  for  the  whole  Union,  thongh  God  bad  choeen  the 
poople  of  Toledo  for  tlie  simple." 


rcauc  EST&'RJ'xtsii  jy  compstitjos  with  psivatb 

Tlie  CincinnHti  Comtnereial-GazetU  said,  in  its  cditoria]  col- 
nniDs :  "  In  tuelf  tlte  Toledo  oiitet'pmQ  {&  doe  a  big  one,  but 
it  will  [irove  an  oLjccI-Ikssoii  for  lli«  uliole  country.  It  will 
sliow  (lie  open  door  throngli  wdicli  i>cople  miiy  pass  from  nn- 
der  tlie  yoke  of  a  :nost  gigiintic,  utiecniputoiis,  and  odioas  mo- 
nopoly. And  it  will  be  earjjrising  if  tbis  does  not  extend  be- 
yond gas  and  nltiinately  cover  oil.  Wo  ai-o  only  on  the  verge 
at  a  rerolntioD  tliAt  is  as  &nre  to  come  ae  tliat  whicli  followed 
the  tin-owing  overboAnj  of  a  lot  of  ten  in  Boston  Harbor. 
Neillier  ttie  powor  n»r  tlio  vulgarity  of  capital  c»n  long  rale 
the  people." 

Nuitieroiis  letters  of  Bympathy,  congratulation,  and  indig- 
nntioii  wore  received  by  tlic  Tulctlo  coinmiltee  appointed  by 
the  citizens'  niitee-mccting  to  make  %  statement  of  tlieir  case 
to  tbe  people  of  tlic  United  States.  There  were  letters  from 
chairs  of  political  economy  in  tho  universities,  from  scholars 
nod  students  in  liigtory  and  polities,  and  from  men  id  affairs 
and  finance. 

/     The  completion  of  the  line  to  the  city  was  not  the  comple- 

^tion  of  the  entcrpriee.  Mains  had  elill  to  be  laid  in  the 
streets,  and  house  connections  m^de.  At  every  etep,  now  ns 
before,  unrelenting  opposition  did  all  that  could  be  conceived 
of — in  tiiu  oonits,  the  I,egitilnlnre,  the  city  goveniinont,  the 
money-mnrket — lo  lilnck  municipal  self-lielp.  Great  numbers 
of  tliii  citizens  desired  to  change  from  the  private  companies 
to  tlie  city.  (Jvcr  7500  consumers  were  at  one  time,  in  1851, 
caiting  upon  the  city  to  supply  tliein,'     Tho  litigntion  wbicli 

'was  kept  up,  and  the  defeat  of  the  attoinpt  of  the  city  to  sell 
its  (intural-gas  bonds  in  the  open  market,  bad  exliAustcd  the 
funde  si  ilio  disposal  of  tho  city  tnigtees.  Bnt  they  showed  a 
readiness  of  resource  eqnal,  with  the  help  of  the  people,  to  all 
tUese  emergencies,  and  proving  that  public  enterprise  can 
more  than  hold  its  own  in  the  competition  with  private  enter- 

Uprise.  Contmctors  were  got  to  pipe  the  streets  by  sedioUB, 
and  take  for  pay  the  pledge  of  the  income  earned  by  the  pipes 

■Annual  B«poct  ft  tb«  Toledo  Katurol  G«»  Ttuatn*.  18tfl,  Pk  «. 
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BO  ]»id.  In  other  cases  people  wanting  tlie  g»8  u-ere  willing 
to  advance  &  part  of  tlie  coet.  Tbe  same  coutractor  wtio  had 
faicii  enough  iu  tbe  cit/  to  build  tbe  main  line  fi-otu  tbc  gas> 
tiel<l5  and  take  liie  bonds  wliilo  tbe^  were  under  iiro  volun- 
teered in  tlie  same  way  to  btitld  tbe  siil>Mierg;cd  liucB  nci-ow 
tlie  Mautnee  Kiver,  and  ten  mile?  of  mainB  witbin  tlie  eit}*. 
Tbis  vras  done  at  a  moment  wben  otiicrwige  tlic  eutcrprtee 
mii£t  bave  come  to  a  stop,  and  tlie  name  of  tbis  patriotic  con- 
tractor  in  given  to  tlie  public  by  tbe  trustees  in  tbeir  anniial 
report  witb  words  of  gratitnde. 

Tbo  anionnt  of  bondfi  originally  atitborised  was  $750,000. 
The  truatcee,  in  consequence  of  tbe  delaya  and  enbanced  coet 
caused  by  lawsuits  and  other  tacticsof  opposition,  bad  to  incor 
H  tloatiog  debt  of  ^300,000.  Tbo  council  by  ordinance  direct- 
ed tlie  issue  of  bonds  by  tbe  city  to  the  aiuonut  of  $120,000 
to  pay  off  part  of  tbi«  floating  dvbt.  Tbe  State  Circuit  Court 
refused  to  sustain  tliis  action  of  tbc  council,  but  pointed  out 
that  nil  tbe  city  lacked  was  tbo  aiitborizntion  of  tlio  Lugislal- 
nrc.  This  was  tbe  only  decision  against  tbo  city  in  all  Ibu  lit! 
gatione,  and  in  tbis  tbo  State  Court  was  afterwards  overruled 
by  tbe  United  States  Circuit  Conrt.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
introduced,  giring  the  city  lliorigjit  to  ieeno  $300,000  in  bunds 
for  tbe  floating  debt,  and  ^100,000  for  tbe  extension  of  tlie  gas 
plant:  wells,  pipes,  pumps — whatever  was  needed.  A  strong 
lobby  imnicdinlcly  appeared  in  tbe  State  Capitol  to  defeat  the 
bill.  As  part  of  its  smuiunitioD  a  pauipblet  was  circulated 
among  tbc  legislators,  giving  "  Facts  and  Keasons"  why  tbe 
Legislature  slioald  not  aHtborize  tbe  new  iwuoof  bonds.  This 
painpblet  illustrates  tbe  eaKy  virtue  witb  wliicb  some  lawyers 
dispose  of  themselves  to  those  wlio  have  tlie  money  to  pajr 
tbcni.  Two  of  its  strongest  points  were  that  the  contracts 
for  wbicli  tlio  floating  debt  bad  been  incurred  were  let  with- 
out proper  oompolition,  and  that  Uio  trustees  had  no  power 
to  make  the  contracts.  This  pamphlet  was  signed  by  two 
lawyers,  one  of  whom,  bcforo  the«e  contracts  were  lei,  bad 
given  tbe  trnttces  bis  written  opinion  supporting  sacli  con- 
iracts  iintjuiitificdly.    Tbo  representatives  of  the  [wople  were 
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able  to  exhibit  to  the  Logielatitra  his  written  opinion  stating 
tliat  the  trustees  liail  thu  power  to  make  the  contracts,  and 
Iiad  let  thoiii  in  compliatico  with  the  reqniremcnts  of  ttie 
statute  as  to  bid&.  The  painplilet  declared  that  tbeuunrt,  in 
ftratiting  the  injunction  agaitist  the  issue  of  the  $120,000  uf 
bonds  by  the  Coininun  Coiinoil,  had  deolu'ed  the  vlaimg  which 
were  to  be  {Hiid  bjr  the  proceeds  of  tim  boiide  to  be  ''illt'j*al 
and  invalid."  Tlii«  was  untrue.  The  court  had  held  uiily 
tliat  the  city  had  not  the  power  to  iesnc  the  bonds,  and 
pvintvd  out  that  the  rctueJ^  was  iu  uuw  legiblatiuu  by  tha 
tituTe  to  remedy  tlic  want  of  power. 

Fureuin^  .the  tactics  of  defamation  of  the  city  and  its  au- 
thorities which  bad  been  used  thronghout  tliiB  conteet,  the 
pamphlet  «aid :  "  We  are  prepared  to  prove  . . .  tliat  the  con- 
tractors put  in  tlieir  bids  substantially  as  gambling  transac- 
tions, at  eucli  excessive  price  that  they  tlionght  lliey  could 
take  the  risk  of  the  illegality  of  the  natui-abgJis  pnictodings, 
trusting  that  tlicee  illegal  transactions  would  be  penuittcU  to 
pass  without  question,  or  that  eubsequcnt  legislation  would 
ratify  these  illegal  act.i;  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  contracts 
were  taken  at  prices  more  than  double  the  fair  cash  value 
for  nil  the  work  and  materia.!  provided  for;  and  all  the 
work  and  materials,  the  claiuis  for  which  novr  aggregate 
about  l|35O,000,  could  have  bcuu  obtained  in  the  open  market, 
under  valid  laws,  upun  proper  terniB  of  payment,  for  less  than 
$250,000.  Wo  ba^-c  the  evidence  witliiu  onr  control  to  estab- 
lish that  the  work  under  some  of  tbcM  contracts  whs  aclually 
done  for  Ic^  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  amount  named  in  the 
eonlract.  In  addition  to  these  fact«,  we  can  establish,  if  per 
mittcd  to  offer  evidence,  that  the  certificates  isaucd  by  the 
natnral-gns  trustees  were,  immediately  after  the  eoiicbisioti 
of  the  contracts  and  before  any  litigation  was  had  upon  them, 
hawked  about  the  streets  of  Toledo  at  from  60  to  7A  cents  on 
the  dollar;  and  tliiit  the  groat  majority  of  the«c  certitJCAtes 
are  now  iu  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  bought  thcui  at  not 
to  exceed  ^5  jier  cent,  of  tbeir  face  valnc." 
•^    The  autbont  of  tlicdu  atatoinciits  wcro  at  once  challenged 
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bj  the  city's  gas  trustees  to  provo  tliem,  "  We  assert,"  the 
gas  trustees  said,  in  ft  formal  clialletige,  *MLat  you  cunncit 
establish  tbe  truth  of  those  st&tonieiita.  We  deny  tliat  tlie 
facts  urc  os  ymi  6tate  tliein  to  be.  either  id  snbstaiice  or  in 
dctiiil,"  Tiiia  wae  eipined  by  John  ii.  i'arsons,  W.  W.  Jon«, 
ISeynold  Voit,  J.  W.  Greene,  gas  trustees,  and  Clafciicss 
Brovni  nitd  Thomas  II.  Tmiry,  ox-^as-tniHleus.  The  city's 
trustees  preposed  th.it  they  and  their  aecnsers  deposit  £lUO<> 
on  eAcU  side  as  »  forfeit  to  abide  the  resDlt  of  an  iiiqiiiry  hy 
the  three  judges  of  the  Conrt  of  Common  Pleas,  or  any  other 
disinterested  arhitratore-  They  placed  at  the  eurvice  of  Ilio 
ftccuwre  and  tbe  Arbitiirs  all  the  book«,  records,  aod  oiuploy<te 
of  the  city's  gns  dcpArtincDt. 

Tbe  challenge  wb»  not  Accepted,  and  tbe  anthora  of  these 
attaoka  made  do  attempt  to  pravo  them.  The  L^i&lature 
ditiregarded  tlicm,  and  granted  tlie  city  and  the  gas  triisicca 
all  the  addiiionul  power  tu  issue  bonil»  asked  for.  In  a  subse- 
quent proceeding  in  tbe  Federal  courts — the  is^ue  involving 
the  validity  of  these  ecrliScites — it  was  admitted,  contmry  (i> 
these  allcgationF,  that  the  prices  u-cre  fair,  and  that  the  con- 
tracts wero  entered  into  in  good  faith,  and  the  court  lield  the 
ocrtificnics  vidid. 

The  U)o»t  serious  crisis  in  tbe  conteat  was  still  to  coni&  In 
1892  the  gas  wells  of  the  city  began  to  do  what  the  people  of 
the  city  will  never  tki — snrrender  to  the  enemy.  When  tho 
oil  trust  found,  after  years  of  opposition  iit  the  Legialatnre, 
tlie  courts,  and  the  gas-fielde,  that  it  had  been  bclplees  to  pre- 
vent Toledo  from  pelting  ample  tracts  of  exi>e1lent  gas  terri- 
tory,  with  some  of  tlie  largeet  gas  wells  in  the  fieh),  and  eqaal 
to  the  supply  of  tl»  entire  consumption,  domestic  and  mann- 
factitring,  it  turned  to  other  tactica. 

All  aboat  this  territory  secured  by  Toledo  and  fuimd  £o 
prodoctivu  tbo  private  companies  of  tho  trust  proceeded  to 
buy  or  lease  and  to  sink  wells.  Tbe  trust  shut  off  all  its  own 
wells,  except  those  adj:ieent  to  the  eity  territory,  and  for  two 
years  drew  exclnsirely  from  the  Welle  nearest  thoeo  of  the 
citjr./  When  the  city's  line  was  ounipleted  to  the  wclU  tbe 
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Toliiine  of  gxs  watt  foand  to  ha  largclj  rodncod.  It  bad  been 
dranrn  olT  into  tlic  wells  of  tlio  o]>pt>eition.  In  tlic  spring  of 
LlS&S  tlic  private  companies  resolved  to  put  in  pnmps  to 
etrcugtlicn  the  diininislicd  natural  pressure,  but  to  prevent 
tbo  city  froin  doin^  tbo  enme  tiling.  JTtieti,  with  tlicir  pini)]M 
alone  at  o'ork,  llie  pi'essore  could  be  so  macit  fnrtli^r  rmlucwd 
lis  to  render  the  Tuledo  pipe  line  vaJuclees.  To  tins  end  all 
efforts  were  directed.  Tlie  newepapers  were  kept  full  of 
natter  siiowin^  liow  impossible  it  was  to  pump  i^^s,  thnt  aII 
the  money  expended  in  pumps  would  be  juet  so  tnocli  wasted, 
nnd  that  the  companies  hud  canvassed  the  matter  fnlly,  but 
ftbandored  the  idea.  Column  after  column  of  inspired  inter- 
views filled  the  papers,  all  admooisliing  the  cityof  Toledo  not 
to  onmmit  such  an  act  of  folljr  as  to  ptit  in  gns  pumps.  Then 
application  was  made  to  enjoin  the  eale  of  the  honda  anilior 
izod  by  theconncil  and  the  Legislature  for  pumps.  So  month 
after  month  dragged  nlotij^.  /The  bonds  rcmAincd  unsold, 
and  the  ptmijva  unobtainable, 

Tlie  injunction  was  refosod  both  by  the  Conrt  of  Common 
Pleas  and  by  the  Clrcnit  Court.  Bat  there  was  a  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Ohio  Supremo  Court  until  tbe  beginning  of 
181)2.  Boston  bankers  had  eubeeribcd  for  a  large  block  of  tbo 
bonds,  btit  withdrew  upon  learning  tlicsc  facts.  "  It  is  poe* 
(iblo  for  the  contoetaiits,"  the  lawyers  advised  them,  "  to  carry 
llic  matter  to  the  Snpremo  Conrt.  This,  we  understand,  thoy 
propose  to  do."  The  simple  assertion  of  a  pQr])oM?  to  continue 
llio  litigation  was  enough  to  defeat  the  Bale  of  the  bonds. 
Tlio  payment  of  costs  and  lawyers*  fees  would  be  a  very 
moderate  price  to  pay  for  compelling  the  city^a  gas  plant 
to  go  past  mid-winter  without  the  pnmpa  indispengablo  for 
its  operation.  One  of  the  employes  of  the  private  pipe 
line,  according  to  an  account  in  one  of  the  Toledo  papers,  de- 
claretl  to  a  reporter  that  "if  we  conid  imt  prevent  tbo  city 
from  putting  in  a  [pnmping]  plant  any  other  w-iy,  we  would 
blow  it  np  with  dynamite.'*' 
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Any  faithful  employ^  fnrailiar  with  tlio  blowinjf  op  of  der- 
rict«in  tlic  shiit-dovrn  of  1887,'  the  explosion  in  tlie  indepen- 
dent refinery  at  Buffalo,'  and  the  "chcniiuil  war"  wiif^  by 
the  whiskey  trust  against  the  "  outsiders"  id  Chicago*  might 
almost  he  pardoned  for  tliinking  this  was  *'  only  good,  reason- 
able talk."  The  oil  monopoly  is  evangelical  at  ooc  end  and 
exploeive  at  the  otiier,  and  it  has  made  both  ends  meet 

The  people  of  Toledo  were  thns  prevented  from  gettitigthc 
pninping  facilities  ready  during  the  siiniiner  of  1S9^  fur  the 
work  of  the  winter.  Meainvliile  its  rival  had  been  secretly 
pushing  pumpa  for  itself  to  completion,  in  the  hope  that  it 
alone  would  be  ready  when  cold  wuither  came.  This  would 
mean  a  gain  to  it,  at  the  city's  expense,  of  hundreds  of  thon- 
■aiids  of  dollars.  Late  in  Angnst,  180S,  the  rcprcaentatircs 
of  the  city  found  that  two  powerful  duplex  gas  pumps  luid 
been  shipped  to  tlie  gusfield,  nml  were  being  put  in  place  by 
the  vei7  opponents  who  liad  declaimed  pumps  impracticable. 
Public  sentiment  became  aroused  to  the  need  for  the  imme- 
diate pnrchaee  of  pumps  to  protect  their  wells.  Tlio  city 
attempted  to  use  its  income  from  the  sales  of  gas  to  buy 
pumps.  An  injunction  was  applied  for  and  gratited.  This 
eniefgency  waa  finally  met  by  having  tlie  ),;»b  (melees  hand 
orer  to  the  city  uuthoritieB  the  accunnilalvd  earnings  tliuy 
were  forbidden  by  the  court  to  spend  themsclvee.  Tlio  city 
thereupon  turned  aruiind  and  invu&tcd  thia  money  m  llic  gns 
bonds.  Jn  this  way  the  identical  money  the  gas  trustees 
could  not  U60  while  it  remained  ia  their  hands  was  uiado 
available  to  them  by  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Trnsteea,  and  coming  back  to  tbcm.  Tliua  the 
itatnral-gas  trustees  were  enabled  to  make  a  contract  in  Sep< 
tcmber,  1893,  for  pumps  to  asai^^t  the  ilow  of  gas  to  tlie  city. 

The  gas  pumps  are  a  patented  device.  The  pnvatc  cotn- 
lianiee,  wanting  all  the  profit  of  everything,  had  had  their 
piiiit|w  made  at  their  own  factory.  The  city  made  its  con- 
tract directly  with  the  owner  of  the  patents.    The  rc«till  w»8 
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tliat  the  oitj  got  its  pnmp«  in  plnco  in  time  to  save  the  citj 
pipe  line,  while  its  oppoucnts  were  delayed  by  tlic  iiicxpcri> 
«ace  of  tlicir  own  pamp-m«kei'8.  Tliia  wae  tlic  most  critical 
period  in  our  liistory.  Greed  liad  ngnin  dcfcntcd  itself.  Had 
tlie  opposition  gone  to  tlie  owner  of  the  patents  tie  wonld 
liavo  been  enable  afterwards  to  take  the  city's  contract  and 
complete  it  in  time,  and  the  effort  to  make  the  city  line  valae- 
lees  would  have  succeeded — for  the  time  being,  at  least.  Tlie 
lionda  in  qtieetioti  were  afterwards  held  v&lid  by  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Toledo  knew  it  wne  building  wisely,  and  every  day  brought 
new  proof  that  it  Imd  biiilded  better  llinn  it  know.  Its  enving 
waa  great,  but  tliat  was  the  least  of  its  gains.  It  oecapcd 
tyranny  and  extortion  and  other  wrongs  which  full  upon 
communities  in  plain  sight,  which  had  not  the  wit  and  virtue 
to  c«tAbUsh  their  independence.  When  the  city  pipe  line 
was  opened  in  1891  tbo  city  began  eupplying  gas  to  its  cit- 
izens at  8  cents  a  thousand  for  houaes.  Tlie  private  com- 
]>anies  were  charging  12  cent£  a  tlioueaud,  or  50  per  cent. 
more.  Proflta  were^uch  at  this  charge  of  13  cents  a  thon- 
•ftod  feet  thnt  in  some  tracts  single  wdl^  would  rep.^y  tlie 
cost  of  the  land  every  four  (iaya  niid  two  hours,  or  eiglity- 
iiino  times  a  year.  *  Since  then  the  private  corporations  bare 
raised  their  rate  to  25  cents.  The  city  continued  the  rates  at 
8  cents  nntil  December,  1S93,  when  the  rate  was  advanced 
to  15  cents.  This  advance  would  have  been  unneceesary  but 
for  the  loeeeg  arising  from  the  obetractions  placed  in  the  way 
of  the  city  plant. 

The  people  of  Toledo  got  their  gas  lands,  pipe  line,  Hnd 
street  mains  for  an  ontlay  of  $1,181,743  up  to  the  end  of 
1891,'  and  gl,2?4,4C7  np  to  the  end  of  1693.  In  the  canvaea 
before  the  eleetion  in  1889  tbeir  oppoDent«  declared  that 
|4,0O0.rt00  would  be  required. 

Private  enterprise  cannot  find  rhetoric  strong  enongh  to 
oxpree  its  contempt  for  the  inefUeieacy,  costliDess,  and  (lee- 
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potisRis  of  public  enteq»ri6e.y  Private  enterprise  put  at  $6,- 
000,000  —  twelve  titneu  the  anioniit  of  the  pro|)orty  tliey 
reported  for  taxJilioii — the  "capital"  stock  invested  l»y  tlio 
two  riatura]-gn»  oom|>iuiic8.  Tlio  city  pipe  line  was  eapital- 
ised  (bonded)  at  jnst  what  it  cost — a  Utile  more  that)  a  mill- 
ion. C^ho  city  tmetooe  built  a  bettor  pipe  line  tbuii  privaio 
cittorivHsc  had  Iaid.J  Tlio  private  lino  wae  of  cheap  iron  of 
14-fL>ct  longths,  while  Totedo'g  was  in  ^feet  pieces.  One  of 
tlio  private  lines  was  laid  with  rubber  joints  and  in  elinllow 
trendies,  in  many  places  of  not  more  thsn  plongh  depth.  It 
leaked  at  almost  every  joint ;  its  course  could  be  traced  Acroes 
the  fields  by  the  smell  of  gas  and  the  blighted  line  of  vegeta* 
tion.  There  wore  freqncnt  excloeions  from  llie  eecaping  gae; 
live*  and  property  were  nuicli  endangered.  The  city  line 
was  laid  with  IcHd  joints,  and  Imd  every  device  tlint  engineer- 
ing experience  conld  snggeet  for  its  snccess,  and  was  so  eon- 
Biructed  that  it  could  be  cleaned  or  repaired,  and  freed  froiu 
liquids  interfering  with  the  flow  of  gas,  without  flbtitting  off 
the  supply — features  tlie  other  pipe  bad  not.  The  action  of 
the  city  trnstcce  bad  to  endare  the  nitcroecopic  ecnitinyof 
friend  and  foe.  No  one  was  nble  to  eliow  as  to  a  6inf;lo  «cr« 
that  tho  title  was  defective,  or  that  it  could  have  l>cen  bonglit 
for  lesa,  or  to  find  any  taint  of  a  job  in  the  eontitmclion  of 
the  pipe.  A  committee  of  tlie  city  oonncil  i>.it  and  probed 
for  fix  wrekx,  bnl  failed  to  find  any  evidence  whatever  to 
coofirm  tho  reported  "  irregularities." 

What  Toledo  will  aaro  in  one  year  by  the  dilFeronoe  be- 
tween the  actual  cost  at  which  its  people  can  supply  thotn- 
selves  and  tiio  price  the  private  companies  wonid  have 
charged,  to  pay  dividends  on  $6,000,000  of  "capital,"  is  only 
part  of  the  story.  Tho  profit  of  the  city  enterprise  is  to  be 
estimated  by  its  competitive  effect  upon  ttie  charge  of  the 
private  companieB.  These  have  been  kept  down  in  Toledo 
much  ticluw  the  average  of  other  towns,  where  they  bftvc  been 
as  high  as  35  cents  ft  thousand.  If  the  city  had  not  snpplicd 
a  foot  of  gas  this  check  on  the  private  companies  wonId  make 
ita  pipe  line  still  a  good  investment.    The  people,  when  it  is 
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in  fnll  op«nttioi),  can  puj  the  coet  of  the  pystem  complete  out 
of  the  savings  of  a  few  years,  then  pay  off  tlio  entire  city  debt, 
and  hnvon  l»pgo  income  left  for  public  buildings,  roads,  parks. 
Or  by  reduction  of  price  they  can  keep  tliia  sum  in  their  pock- 
ets, nhera  it  will  do  quite  aa  mncti  for  tlie  general  wclftiro  as 
if  il  hiid  been  transferred  to  the  bank  nocotinta  of  non-reai- 
dents. 

Tho  city,  at  the  end  of  1S91,  hnd  329^  acres  of  gas  )and. 
In  Mni"oh,  11J92,  forty-fire  wells  were  giving  over  50,0<>o,ooO 
cubic  feet  of  gas,  eqtul  to  3500  tons  of  niithracito  coat.  Its 
in«omc  from  the  sale  of  ^s  was  at  the  rate  of  ^20,032  a 
month  in  winter,  and  $10,331  in  smnmer.  An  investigation 
made  in  ilarcli,  1 K92,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  mayor 
at  the  request  of  the  city's  gas  tntstees,  showed  thnt  an  in- 
come oonid  be  counted  on  (I^ISO.OOO)  ample  to  pay  all  ex- 
penses ($125,120),  including  interest,  rentals,  and  the  cost  of 
drilling  new  wells,  and  provide  a  small  fniid  annually  (i^St,- 
880)  for  the  extinction  of  the  bondL-d  debt.  The  uommittce 
8^d  :  "  We  believe  that  if  the  gas  phint  i»  properly  managed 
npon  prndciit  biisincs»  principles  and  mothpds,  that  it  can  be 
made  a  profitahle  invctstment  for  tiio  city  and  her  pcoploj 
that  tho  clatis  who  will  derive  the  grcatc«t  bcnclit  n  tlio  labor- 
ing claw,  who  pay  rent  or  ta^es  npon  their  little  homes,  and 
to  whom  the  innttcr  of  elionp  fuel  is  qnito  an  item  in  the  total 
amount  of  annnal  e\peTises;  and  wo  Uelievo  il  to  bo  tho  duty 
of  every  good  citizen  to  sid  and  encourage  tliis  olass." 

These  were  the  results  with  a  charge  of  8  cents  a  thoiisnnd. 
6as  to  the  amount  of  ^167,899  bad  been  sold  np  tu  Aiignst 
1,  1803.  Between  November,  189],  and  August,  1892,  tho 
city  earned  on  the  million  invested  the  sum  of  !?.150,000,  or 
nearly  one-ninth  of  tho  cost  of  tlio  plant,  nnd  thi«  at  tho  low 
price  of  8  cents  a  Chonsand  feet.  UDobstnicled  by  its  ene- 
mies and  at  the  price  charged  by  iho  pri%'ato  companies,  20 
cents  a  thousand,  the  city  would  pay  for  its  entire  pisnt  in 
1c«B  than  three  years. 

('To  diflcourugo    tho  pul)lic    from  going   forward   with  Its 
pipe  line  the  private  companies  "talked  poor."i  In  an  inter- 


view  in  tho  public  press  tlie  president  of  tlic  principal  com* 
pany  eaid  it  Jiiid  paid  but  9  per  cent,  in  dividends  in  two  and 
»  half  years.  The  net  eaniiiiga  were  gtited  to  bo  "abont  4 
per  cent,  per  annnm  on  the  capitnl,"  !?4,'>00,000; '  for  tlio 
BiiuDer  company  tliey  were  ligiirod  ont  to  be  at  tlie  rate  of  a 
fraction  less  tlian  1  per  cent,  a  year  on  its  capital  of  9>S,000,- 
000.*  'MVe  feci  soi-e  and  luirt  abont  it,"  eaid  tlie  "direct 
representative''  of  tlie  oil  coiubinatiun  to  tlie  citizens'  com- 
mittee; "vfo  have  Been  no  good  return  fixrni  onr  money." 
"  It  has  pretty  nearly  swamped  us,"  said  the  president  of  the 
company.  TIjo  citizcna  of  Toledo  were  ehrcwd  enough  to 
ask  tlicm&etvuK  liow  long  their  antagonists  would  Iinvo  been 
likely  to  remain  in  a  baeine^  which  paid  only  3  per  cent., 
and  was  as  "hazai-dons''  and  "shortlived"  ta  they  pictni-cd  it 
to  be.  Carofal  estimates  made  by  cIobc  atndents  of  tho  ques- 
tion calculated  tliat  of  tlic  $6,000,000  of  paper  capital  "  in- 
vested" in  the  two  companies  which  snpplied  Toledo  and 
other  cities,  $1,125,000  was  the  proportion  of  actual  cash  de- 
voted to  Toledo.  Tlie  receipts  upon  this  Toledo  investment 
in  llio  two  and  tlircc-qnartci-s  ycai-s  between  the  o])cning  of 
the  bneincse  and  the  date  at  which,  by  the  contract  with  the 
city,  the  council  was  to  mafco  new  rates  (June  30, 1S90),  wore, 
ns  nearly  as  can  be  calculated  from  tlio  fignres  of  tlietr  report, 
$1,300,000  greater  than  the  expenses  of  tlie  Tuledo  bnsinesa. 
This  is  a  profit  of  115  per  cent  In  less  tlmu  three  years  the 
total  investment  had  been  repaid  by  the  profits,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, enongh  to  have  paid  dividends  of  5  per  cent,  a  ycnr. 
This  was  an  estimate,  but  it  was  an  estimate  pnblicly  made 
fixim  the  companies'  liguref,  and  by  a  respoDBiblo  man.  It  ro- 
niained  undiallenged  at  a  time  when  over;  cranny  of  fact  and 
fiction  was  1>clng  rnmmaged  for  missiles  to  fling  at  the  people. 
When  tlie  citizens'  committee  sought  a  reduction  in  price, 
the  companies  pointed  to  the  small  dividend  their  stockholdera 
had  had.  In  tlio  face  of  tho  fact  tliat  they  had  received  but 
a  3-por-efint.  dividend  the  prcvioae  year,  no  buainese  man, 

■Bopott  («  StMlthoUora,  Koftli««9t«ra  Xatural  Ou  ConiiMnj.JitiBit^  7,  t  WD. 
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tlieir  spoliesmAr)  said,  coiiM  86k  them  to  rodace  their  price. 
It  is  for  8iicU  0808  that  shrewd  men  "water"  stock.  The 
surface  of  tlie  capital  is  broftdened,  so  thst  even  large  divi- 
dends can  cover  it  only  bj  being  eprcad  otit  very  thin.  This 
3  per  cent,  a  year  wae  on  8ti,0(Xt,tMX)  of  dilntion,  ropreeontirig 
»  solid,  at  the  most,  of  only  $1,500,1)00.  The  balance  sheets 
of  the  companies  showed  that  the  companies  had  paid  £iiiall 
dividends  for  the  additional  reason  that  a  large  part  of  their 
receipts  iiad  been  reinvested  iti  lands,  wells,  and  extensions  of 
the  pipes  and  plants. 

The  pcopto  are  often  assured  that  these  false  fibres  of  cap- 
'  italization  arc  merely  raraantic  and  do  them  no  harm,  becanae 
'eliai^^es  inuat  be  governed  by  the  *'law8  of  trade."  Ono  of 
the  *'lawH  of  trade"  that  regulates  the  "market  price"  of 
such  commodities  as  transportation,  li^lit,  water,  gae,  furnished 
by  the  lielp  uf  the  public  franchises,  is  the  power  of  the  public 
to  regulate.  This  public  power  depends  upon  the  public 
knowledge  atid*thc  public  diaposition.  To  make  the  pnblic 
believe  that  tlic  profit  of  serving  it  has  been  only  3  per  cent 
a  year,  when  it  has  been  nearer  50  per  cent.,  h  to  inanipntnte 
public  opinion,  the  most  potent  of  all  the  "  laws  of  trade,"  for 
a  competing  supply  cannot  bo  got  easily,  often  not  itt  all. 

A  committee  of  citizens  were  inrited  by  tlic  representatives 
of  the  gas  companies  to  meet  them  to  verify  the  atatcmcnts 
of  the  companies  as  to  tlie  on  profitableness  of  the  business, 
and  the  inexpediency  of  mnnlcipal  self-supply.  But  when 
tiiti  committee  wanted  to  know  what  had  been  tiic  real  cost  of 
the  private  pipe  Hnefi,  on  the  $0,000,000  nominal  capital  of 
wliich  the  people  were  expected  to  jmy  dividends,  they  could 
not  get  any  satisfaction.  Tlic  companies  wonid  only  give  an 
estimate.  To  the  request  fur  more  detinitc  information,  the 
reply  of  both  companies  wan,  "  Wo  have  nut  got  the  books  of 
the  contractors;  wo  have  never  had  them.  Wc  liave  no 
means  of  knowing  the  actual  cost  of  the  Toledo  plant,  or 
»ny  books  to  show  U.'    Wo  have  no  papers  or  docHments  in 
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ni^nl  to  tbo  ooDstrnodoa  of  tliis  line."  Tt  came  to  light  later 
Umc  one  of  the  companies  in  tlio  oil  trii&t  had  constntcled  tlic 
pipo  lino  fur  tlio  gas  compsny,  and  nt  a  price  approximating 
Um  Urg6  figaru  rlninaod.  Tho  mnipanj  tlmt  'bnilt  this  pipe 
line  it «  rin;;  within  the  oil  find  gas  rijig,  always  on  hand  for 
«neh  oonimois  and  at  liko  inAi^ns  of  profit,  and  it  Is  owned 
aliUMt  wholly  bj  the  prineiptils  of  tho  com ht nation.'  The 
peoplo — tnostlr  Ohk>aiM — who  look  ihc  minority  40  per  cent. 
of  stock  of  tbo  gas  compaay  were  really  the  "simple  greens." 
AM  Ihut  wm  jntd  for  titid  construction  by  those  wiio  were 
rocDihcrs  both  of  the  inside  ring  and  the  gas  company  cauic 
back  to  them;  their  associntes  in  the  minority  paid,  hnt  got 
nothing  hnelc.  It  was  from  the  Intter  eaine  tlie  profits  of 
this  contract  to  the  iiieideiv. 

The  peoplo  of  Dayton  had  a  similar  ex[)erience.  Their  nat- 
ural-gas company  demanded  an  advance  to  25  cents  a  tlion- 
sand,  and  met  a  conmiittco  of  the  people  to  prove  that  the 
demand  was  proper.  But  it  would  not  let  the  peoplo  know 
what  the  actuAl  inx'estment  was  to  mnke  which  good  it 
songlit  to  tax  the  pvuplo.  Tlio  booke  containing  the  con- 
struction acconnt  were  "not  accessible."  "The  actnal  cost 
to  conslniet  the  plant  is  what  wo  most  desired  lo  know,"  the 
couimittce  reported.  As  at  Toledo,  so  at  Dayton ;  nil  private 
enterprise  would  let  its  cnstomcMuhjccts  know  was  what  it 
wanted  them  to  pay;  informnlion  to  eliow  what  they  ought 
lopay  "was  notaceeMible."  What  the  pn>titfl  wereclsewlierc 
cnn  bo  gnceecd  at  fixim  the  fact  that  in  Pennsylvania  $36  n 
year  was  elisrgod  in  most  of  the  towns  for  cooking.«tovce.  In 
Toledo  the  olinrgc  was  $19.50  a  year. 

Almost  every  day  after  tlie  pipe  line  had  been  decided 
on  the  peoplo  saw  eomething  done,  showing  how  well  found- 
ed their  apprehensions  had  been, /The  power  to  diecriin- 
inato  in  rates  the  people  saw  nscd  by  the  private  companies 
for  selfish  and  nnti-publie  pnrpotses,  precisely  as  they  had  foro- 
uen  it  would  be.    When  the  dght  for  and  against  the  city 
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pi|)0  liue  was  on,  one  of  the  gas  companies  Eoiiglit  to  enlist 
tlie  strong  men  in  their  sopport  bjr  making  them  special 
rates,  pursuing  the  tactics  of  divide  and  conquer.  Maniifact* 
Ill-el's  with  intlitcnce  useful  in  cuntrollitig  piihlic  sentiment 
were  conoedcd  special  rates.  OUiers  were  given  to  undet^ 
stuiid  that  any  lack  of  "lojalty"  would  be  followed  by  piin- 
isliinenl.  So  effective  wore  these  altcri)ating  'nietliuds  of 
Uoodliiigaiid  bulldozing  that  tlio  couDcil  committee  un  gus, 
in  a  flul)t»!queiit  investigalioti,  found  it  almoet  iiiiputitiible  to 
obtiiin  any  infuriimtiuii  fruin  manufacturers  as  to  tlieii-  use  of 
nntural  gas  for  fuel.  What  littlv  they  did  eccaro  was  under 
injiiiictioris  of  Bcca-cy.  The  committee  found  that  some  were 
made  to  pay  twice,  £omc  tlircc,  and  eome  even  four  times  as 
raneh  ns  wiub  pnid  by  neighbors  for  like  service.  The  only 
rule  for  ehnrgiiig  seemed  to  be  to  favor  those  who  had  *'  influ< 
encc."  This  was  using  municipal  fmnchise  juet  ns  the  fiwi- 
chiae  of  the  highways  liad  been  used  in  their  behalf  by  the 
railways.  An  uaseiiihly  of  divines  conld  not  be  trusted  wUh 
sDch  power  over  their  fellows. 

'  After  the  Fostoria  incident  the  people  of  Toledo  had  an- 
other illnstration  given  tlicm  of  how  wiiicl}'  they  had  build- 
cd.  '  The  gns  supply  of  the  pe^iple  uf  Culuuibus,  Ohio,  was 
Mmt  oil  arbitrarily  and  suddenly  in  tnidwiiitor — January, 
1891 — and  they  wei'c  informed  iLiat  the  company  would  sup- 
ply thcin  with  no  more  gas  unless  the  City  Council  would 
raise  tlio  price  to  25  cents  a  thuiisand  feet  from  10  cents. 
The  gas  had  not  failed.  The  caverns  that  discharge  gas  at 
S5  cents  a  tliougand  will  let  it  come  jiut  as  freely  at  LO  ccnt«. 
The  oonneil  had  fixed  the  price  at  10  cents,  and  the  company 
had  accepted  it.  The  demand  for  a  higher  price  was  close 
upon  an  increase  in  tiie  capilnl  stock  of  the  Columbus  com- 
pany from  $l,0«O,(K>l>  to  $1,T&0,000.  More  stock  called  for 
more  dividends,  and  this  was  one  way  to  get  it — to  strike  this 
sadden  blow,  and  then  to  e&y,  after  the  manner  of  Silas  Wcgg, 
"Undone  for  double  the  money  1"  It  waa  for  the  power  to 
do  this  at  Toledo,  to  preserve  the  power  of  doing  it  every- 
where eUe,  that  hell  and  earth  were  being  moved  in  Toledo 
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to  prercDt  the  people  from  serviu};^  tlieinselves  nnd  setting  an 
cmaplc  to  the  reet  of  Atnerii-a.  In  the  fiaoie  wa^-  tlie  gng 
w  tamed  off  at  Sidncjr,  Ohio,  and  not  turned  on  again 
Mitil,  npon  tlie  application  of  the  mayor,  the  company  was 
oiderad  to  do  it  b/  the  courts.  ''There  is  a  great  deal  of 
saffering  hero,"  the  prcca  reported,  "and  it  ie  feared  that 
•erani  dcatQe  will  reenlt  from  exposure." 

Tbo  poopte  did  not  fail  to  comprehend  the  signtfieflnoe  of 
critietSRifi  in  the  Toledo  organ  on  the  municipal  water  Rupplj. 
Mimn)>oljr  must  go  on  cunquerlug  and  to  conquer,  or  be  over* 
bonio  h}'  the  erer-recupemliiig  resentment  which  riecfi  against 
it.  fpMlietied  with  each  new  day.  /  Xatnre  hatea  monopoly, 
Mjra  Euierfion.  The  etudied  attack  on  the  city  water  wurks 
ns  believed  to  be  meant  to  prepare  the  people  to  ittlrii&t 
tltut  as  H-L'll  as  the  gas  supply  to  the  trust's  "sound  businecs 
nwn'*  and  "  private  onlerprise." 

Finding  that  ihu  council  would  not  bend  to  the  demands 
H  to  rateB,  and  thut  tho  pco)ile  were  too  re&olute  to  be  iu  any 
w»j  diverted  from  tlioir  pipe  lino,  Toledo  wae  given  some 
web  doses  as  conld  be  ventured  upon  of  the  Foatoria  and 
Columbus  medicine.  Tho  company  shut  gae  off  froto  those 
who  would  not  pny  tho  iiicrcHsed  rale.  It  deprived  public 
inBtituiions  of  their  fnel.  It  refused  to  supply  gas  to  a  new 
jwblic  school  whoao  bailding  was  planned  for  natural  gas.  As 
tbo  city's  pijm  line  was  not  completed,  the  children  had  to  go 
cold.  The  winter  of  1S91-2  was  the  first  winter  the  city's 
pipe  lino  was  in  operation.  With  the  first  cold  snap,  at  the 
end  of  November,  great  dietreB&  nnd  danger  were  brought 
upon  the  people  by  a  lawloee  act,  done  eocretly  by  eotne  un- 
known person  to  the  eily's  pipe  line.  One  of  the  main  pipes 
ill  tho  gas-field,  through  which  flowed  the  product  of  two  of 
the  largest  gas  welU,  was  disconnected,  eo  that  its  gas  could  uo 
longer  reach  Toledo.     Who  did  this  was  never  discovered.' 

pL'fi-itt,  final  nnd  irrevocable,  crowned  the  unvarying  scries 
\>(  dvfvst  which  tlio  privHte  compAuiee  bad  suffered  every- 
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where  and  in  crerytliing — in  piibtic  meeting*,  la  llic  LcgiftUt- 
ure,  in  tUe  gas-fields,  at  tlio  pollfl,  in  tho  courts,  in  the  enle  of 
tlie  bonds,  ami  in  the  curn|K.'titiim  with  the  city.  The  City 
Council  of  'i'uledo,  Adviecd  by  its  lawyers  tlntt  it  conid  recover 
dninii^es  from  those  rcspoiieible  for  the  losses  brought  upon 
the  city  by  tlic  opposition  to  its  pipo  line,  hofi  had  snit 
brought  for  that  purpose.  April  14,  1S03,  City  Solicitor 
R«ad  hegaii  prticeedliigs  to  recover  ^1,000,000  damagoa  from 
riicnihers  of  the  oil  combination  and  the  various  individiinU 
wiio  had  been  u£cd  us  stalliiug-LoL-scs  iu  thti  caitipuign.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Cuuiiuon  Council  eevcml  eitixcne  o£ 
the  "iriflneiuiar'  pei^^iiasion  assisted  the  mayor  in  trying  to 
cosx  nnd  bnlly  the  council  to  nhaiidon  the  «nit,  but  wilhoat 
success.  The  council  were  threatened  with  r  finniicial  boy- 
cott to  prevent  the  sale  in  fntiire  of  any  of  the  bonds  of  the 

city,  but  it  refused  to  i>e  tcrpurized.  - 

Aprils,  lSi)3,  the  natnral-gne  trnflecB  of  Toledo  had  the  hnp-  [ 
pineee  of  being  able  to  give  formal  notice  to  the  city  auditor  I 
thatjio  taxes  need  he  levied  to  piiy  llie  interest  on  the  gas  tonde, 
ns  it  ''can  easily  be  tcict  from  the  revenues  derived  from  the  ', 
tale  of  natiind  g!is-''  Tho  city  pipe  line  wus  on  a  paying  Isasis 
at  bet.  Toledo  had  vindicated  '\U  claim  to  he  a  free  city.  The 
completion  of  the  enterprise  bad  been  delayed  threo  years.  A 
lo68  uf  not  lc«s  than  two  million  dullara  had  been  laid  on  the 
city,  but  its  victory  was  worth  many  times  that.  Tuledo^a 
victory  showed  the  country,  in  full  and  eucccesfnl  detail,  \ 
plan  of  campaign  of  which  Coliimbne  had  merely  given  a  hint. 
It  was  not  A  local  affair,  bat  one  of  even  more  than  national 
importance,  for  the  oil  combination  has  invaded  four  conti- 
nents. Tiiis  struggle  and  its  resnlts  of  good  omen  will  pass 
into  dniy  recorded  hietory  aa  a  warning  and  an  encourage- 
ment to  people  everywhere  who  wish  to  lead  the  life  of  llio 
common  wealth. 


NoTK.— For  tlic  ycnr  ending  neccmlior  81. 1893,  the  diy  tnitlccs  rtport 
U»t  Iticy  Mill  gaa  tu  the  nmouat  of  1 1{W,06S.  TUc  city  dwds  IHM  acres 
of  piM  Krrltorjr,  nnil  lias  8A  well*.  73  tnilce  of  pip«  ootstdfl  the  tWy.  and  91 
miles  Id  tli(>  cii}-.     Sinco  tUi>  gas  began  to  tlo«  ttie  ealea  hATe  amaunt«<t  to 
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$388,540.  Out  of  tlie  receipts  tbe  debt  has  been  reduced  |60,000,  besides 
refunding  $67,000  to  those  who  advanced  the  money  for  piping  the  streets. 
While  doing  this  the  plant  has  been  considerably  enlarged.  The  city 
accomplished  this  while  charging  the  people  but  15  cenU  a  thousand,  while 
the  gas  companies  of  the  trust  charged  26  cents  a  ihoiieand.  Had  the 
city  been  permitted  to  act  wiiLout  obetruciion,  the  cost  of  the  gas  plant 
would  have  been  long  since  fully  paid,  and  the  price  of  gas  made  still 
lower.' 


'See  ch.  ixx. 


CHAPTER  XXVn 

"  TOO  AKB  A — BENATOR  " 

How  to  cofitrol  the  men  wlio  control  the  highways  ? 
■  Tiie  raih'oads  have  become  the  main  rivere  of  trade  andT 
travel,  and  to  control  them  has  become  one  of  our  hardeat_\ 
problems  in  the  field  where  politics  and  industry  meet.l  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  exhorted  Parliament  "not  to  forget,  in 
legisUting  npon  this  subject,  the  old  idea  of  the  King's  High* 
way."    But  here,  as  well  as  there,  the  little  respect  paid  by 
the  Legislature  at  first  to  this  idea  soon  vanished.    In  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  in  America,  the  State,  in  giving  some  citi- 
zens the  right,  for  their  private  profit,  to  take  the  property 
of  others  by  force,  legally,  for  railways,  began  by  limiting 
strictly  the  power  so  acquired.     Tlien,  passing  nnder  the  con- 
trol of  that  which  it  had  created,  the  State  abandoned  its  at- 
tempts to  control.   :JHow  the  State  is  retracing  its  way,  andl 
for  many  years  has  been  struggling  painfully  to  recover  ital 
lost  authority.  |  In  the  first  English  charters  there  were  the 
minutest  regnlations  as  to  freight  and  passenger  charges,  and 
the  right  of  citizens  generally  to  put  their  own  cars  on  the 
tracks  was  sacredly  guarded. 

The  railroads  became  too  strong  to  submit  to  this,  and  the 
success  with  which  the  teachings  of  Adam  Smitii  were  ap- 
plied to  the  abolition  of  the  old-fashioned  restraints  on  trade 
bred  a  furor  against  any  social  control  of  industry.  These 
limitations  were  left  oat  of  new  charters,  and  for  fair  play 
were  revised  out  of  the  old  charters.  After  a  brief- dream  of 
tills  laissea /aire,  England  began,  in  1844,  investigating  and 
legislating,  and,  after  nearly  thirty  years  of  experiments  and 
failures,  established  tho  railway  commission  in  1873.     This 
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was  a  step  forward,  bat  lias  not  proved  tlie  solveid  H 
expected  to  he.,    The  expense  of  getting  a  doeieioD  fr 
tlie  commiMion  and  the  courts  to  which  the  road  can  appeal] 
from  thecommUsion  lias  frightened  })eop1c  from  inaVtng 
pUiitits.  ^  ''A  complainant,"  kijts  liadle^v,  ''U  a  marki-d  man,' 
and  the  commiaBion  cannot  protect  htm  against  the  veiigeaocc 
of  the  railroeule.  .A  town  fares  no  better  .  .  .  ereu  the  [British] 
War  Department  is  afraid.     It  has  gnevanoe&,  bnt  it  dares  not' 
make  litem  public  for  fear  of  reprisals."* 

The  course  of  events  in  the  United  States  iras  much  tlie 
same.    The  first  railnnd  {mners  ufsre  carefnily  limited. ''  The 
earlv  cliartOD  regulated  the  charges,  limited  the  profits^  £*v*{ 
citizens  tfaa  riglit  to  put  their  prirute  carriages  on  the  road, 
atKl  rescrred  to  the  State  the  right  to  take  poeeeBsion  of  tha 
ndlrotd  upon  proper  paj-ment.  i  But  as  oarlj  as  1S4G  the  rail- 1 
roads  bad  grown  strong  enough — in  tho  revision  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Xcw  York,  for  example — to  secure  an  almost  com-  ■ 
ptete  sarreDder  of  tlicse  public  safej^ards.* 
i  But  it  was  seen  immediateir  in  America,  as  in  Kttgland, 
that  the  new  institution  cnuld  not  be  loft  in  the  iincontrolletl 
liandfl  of  individnals^'  It  orcatcd  simnltaneonslj  two  fotoIu* 
tions,  each  one  of  the  most  momentous  in  modem  civillza 
tioD.     It  nude  the  eteftm-eDgine  master  in  transportation,  asj 
it  had  already  become  in  luanufactnring.     It  made  tl>e  poblii*-j 
highways  the  private  property  of  i  few  citizens.     An  agita 
tlon  aroes  among  the  people — to^ay  stronger  becanse  nioro^ 
neoeMary  than  ever — andJhoy  h^an  to  seek  what  they  have 
not  yet  found  :  means  of  regulating  the  rolutiuns  between  new 
rich  and  new  poor,  and  protecting  tho  private  intcru^ts  of  all 
from  the  prirate  interests  of  tho  few  who  had  this  double 
sotercignly.     As  early  afl4^i5J-2few  Tork  esttiblisbed  a  com- 
mi^ion  for  tlie  rcgahiUiou  of  ihe  milwaye.     But  the  inilroada 
witliin  a  yenr  procured  a  Jaw  »liolisUing  tty  bribing  the  lead- 
ing comtniseioniM*  to  make  no  opposition  in  consideration  of 

<  Aa</ro<irf  7V«u^porte«m(,b7JlithiirT.U»<ll*7.    0.  P Ciiuun's  Soitf.  1B8S. 

'  S^»*A  or  a«Ma  Stenw,  X«>r  York  AmuMj  "  J]c[>bi>n  "  ll«iwrt,  ISW,  pfK 

Pft-llft. 


ifOIP  TUS  RAILUOAJiS  KEPEALED  IT 


871 


receiving  from  thetn  $25,000,  tbe  wIioId  amouitt  of  his  ralarj 
for  five  yean.  "  I  was  tliti  attorney  of  the  Rne  Kailway  aC 
that  time  ;  I  specially  u«cd  to  uttuiid  to  luglsktioii  tliat  thoy 
deurvil  tu  efltTt  or  oppusc.  ...  I  rvitiumhcr  thi;  apptiintiuc-ut 
of  that  coiniiiifisioii.  .  .  .  W«  agreed  tliat  if  they"  (the leading 
railroad  coiumissioncr)  '*  would  not  oppose  the  repeal  of  the 
law  we  would  pay  1^25,000,  and  have  done  with  the  coiumie- 
eion ;  it  was  einbarrns&in<j;.  .  .  .  The  Uw  was  repealed,  and  wo 
paid  the  inouoy,  I  thiiik."  "  If  the  connnisaiuti  had  hcen  a 
u*el»w  oQc,''  eaid  the  counsel  of  the  New  York  Chaiiil>er  of 
Coiniiicrcu  before  the  Lcgislutivu  Conitiiittce,  "  the  railroads 
would  not  have  parted  with  thuir  tiionBy  to  get  rid  of  it."  ' 

_  thirty  oL  the  Stated  and  Territories  of  the  Llnioii  had  es- 
tablished coinmiseioDs  or  passed  laws  to  rcgiilato  the  railroads 
before  Coiigi^cse,  in  i8S7,  iwed  its  |>ower  under  thoCoiistitu- 
tiou  torcj;idiitc't'<immerco  aiiiotig  llio  Stales,  and  pateed  the  In- 
terstate CoDitiioroe  law,  cgtnhli^hing  the  Xutiunal  Interstnte 
Oomtnorce  CotnniisBion,  In  the  hope  that  it  might  protect  the 
people.  OongTe«6  did  imt  act  nntil  1^87,  aUhougii  for  years 
differout  scctious  of  the  public,  in  their  ofiorts  to  find  &  cura 
for  the  Dcw  eviU  which  Lad  come  with  the  new  good,  had 
eoiiglit  to  set  in  nctioti  their  representatives  in  Washington. 
The  "  Qnuiger  movement"  of  1&71,  1S72,  and  LS73,  with  its 
"  Granfier  legiMatlon  "  hy  the  States  against  the  railroads,  ia 

ie  of  tlie  nevcr-to-lw-forgottCQ  waves  of  public  coiuuiutioti 
over  thtB  problem  wliicli  took  on  ila  acnteet  form  in  the  oil 
regions.     Illinois,  California,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mif«oiiri, 

tliodd  Island,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa  estubltahed  railway  coui- 
itfl^  or  pnt  stringent  regulations  on  the  atatnte-bookn  at 
this  time.  Public  opinion  did  not  aea%e  to  demand  aolion  hy 
the  national  government  under  the  uoiiNtitiitiunal  power  uf 
Congrees  to  regulate  interstate  coiinnerco,  and  became  claiii> 
Lorous.     Tctilions  poured  in  by  the  hnndreds,  public  meetings 

rero  held,  chambers  of  commerce  and  boiirds  of  trade  and 
ftntt  -  monopoly  couveotiou^  pafised  resolutions  of  ui^acy. 

>  T««<inx»)r,  K««r  Tork  AMomUf  "  Ucpbani "  It^port,  1879,  pp.  2733-S4  nnJ 
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TLis  was  one  of  tlio  umin  iseucA  iu  Uio  olceUou  uf  Uto  4ith 
Congrws. 

Kcpii^sentaMfe  Ilopkioa,  of  pGiinByK'nnio,  i-oec  in  Lis  place 
ill  tliL"  House  of  RepresoiiUtiveB  uii  Muy  Itt,  InTti,  aitO  nskoU 
unaiiiinouB  consent  to  offer  a  resolntiun  for  the  a[)pointinent 
of  a  comiitiltce  of  live  to  investlgiite  \\w  cliiirges  tliat  "  many 
ilii]u»tria>  nrt:  crippled  uiitl  threatened  witli  extreme  jtio^tra-' 
tioii'*  hy  tlio  dt&criiiitniilion  of  tlio  railroads,  ntid  to  report  n 
bill  for  tiw  Kgnlaliou  of  interstate  comtntrce.  This  was  tUc 
Qi'ttt  move  lo  reopen  in  Congress  tUc  grvnt  ijiicstiotir  first  ou 
the  ordor  of  tlie  day  both  in  England  and  iti  Amortca,  which 
had  Uoon  siiiotlifrcd  hy  the  CuiutnUleo  of  C'(muiii;iTi'  of  1872. 
It  n><p)irL-d  iiuaiiiuious  coiiacnt  tu  bring  tliu  ivsvliitioii  huforo 
tho  House. 

''  [tistuntlj,*'  said  Uuprci^L'ntativu  II<>j)kiiiH,  in  Ji^svribing  the 
occnrrencB  afterwanls.'  "  [  hcani  tim  fatal  words  '  1  object.' 
The  objector  was  Mr.  Ilonry  B.  Pflyno,  of  Cleveland,"  Other 
tnembers  appealed  to  Mr.  I*ayric  to  withdraw  hie  olijcction. 

Tiio  Speaker  of  tlw  lloiise;  "  Dooe  tlio  gemloniiiti  from 
Ohio  withdraw  hie  objection  f" 

Mr.  Payne:  "I  do  not." 

In  :i  private  cuiifuix'uce  which  foltuwed  between  Ri>])rcii4>n- 
tativo  Puyue  and  Representative  Uopkii]«, the  formerifiiid,  ns 
Mr.  Tlupkius  rululos:  "  WJiat  he  objected  to  in  tny  i-eeohition  \ 
vfAi  the  creation  of  a  special  committee;  but  if  1  wouhl  iigaiii 
offer  it  and  u»h  that  it  be  referred  to  tlie  ConimittOD  of  Oom- 
tnerce  ho  woold  not  object.  I  thought  pcrhnjKt  iliero  \\&%  goine- 
ihiiig  reusonabk-  in  his  objection.  A  epecinl  coiiimiiloG  wonld 
probubly  require  a  clerk,  which  would  be  an  uxpenim.  He 
lociked  to  me  so  like  a  fregftl  Oeinocral.  who  had  greut  conti- 
deuce  in  the  rugiihir  order  ef  cetitbllehed  coinniittt-uft  nud  did 
not  want  the  coniiLry  to  ho  t4t.\eil  for  clerks  attending  to  the 
bafiincM  of  Fpeciul  cemmittcett — 1  say  that  he  i^  tinpreesud 
Uie  tint,  as  llie  rccurO  will  hIiuw,  I  adopted  his  6U}^>6t iuu." 

When  tho  Comtuittoo  of  Cummerco  to  which  the  iavcsU' 


>  Ken  York  Hamli,  itvaaxj  1^  18M. 


gallon  wnH  accorilingly  rcferrtrd  Ijcgan  its  mvcstigntion,  a 
member  uf  tlic  oil  combin«tiun,  not  then,  ta  later,  n  mem-i 
[)cr  of  tlic  Senate,  took  lue  Bcat  hv  tlic  ear  of  |]io  cliair'^ 
man,  who  vae  from  IiU  Stnto,  "presiding/'  db  the  oil  pro- 
diieeis  sairl  in  a  pnblic  nppcnl,  "  behind  the  mat  of  the  chair- 
lunn.'' '  Thc^nnnetnl  ofliocrof  the  oil  combination  trascall^ 
as  a.  witness,  but  refneed  to  Answer  the  qnetttions  of  tlie  ooiii- 
mittcc  as  to  tl:e  operations  of  the  eompany  or  it«  rchilions 
with  the  railroads.  The  vice-president  of  the  Pennsirtrania 
Railroad  also  refused  to  answer  qneetions.  On  (lie  plea  of 
needing  time  to  decide  how  to  compel  these  witncseee  to 
answer,  tho  committee  let  the  railroad  vicc-prceidont  go  nntil 
he  tlionld  be  recalled.  Bnt  the  committoo  never  decided, 
tod  tho  witnesses  wore  never  recalled.  Tho  committee  never 
reported  to  Congress,  made  no  complaint  of  the  contempt  of 
its  witnesses,  and  the  investigation  of  1876,  like  that  of  1S72, 
came  to  a  mute  and  inglorious  end. 

When  Itcprcseutatjve  Hopkins  applied  to  the  clerk  of  tho 
committee  for  the  teetimonv,  he  n*M  told,  to  his  amazement, 
that  it  could  not  ho  found.  "  Judge  Rcagun,"  he  relate*,' 
"who  wiua  gtaneh  friend  of  the  bill" — for  the  regulation  of 
the  railroads — "  and  very  earnest  for  tho  investigation,  and 
who  at  tho  time  was  a  member  of  the  committee,  told  me  that 
it  had  been  stolen."* 

Eight  jenra  after"!  object"  the  people  of  Ohio  wore  a 
snpplianl  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*.  They  lje- 
licved  that  their  dearest  rights  had  been  violated,  and  they 
pmycd  for  redre&s  to  tlio  only  body  which  hud  power  to  give 
it.  ORicially  by  the  voice  of  botli  Iloneos  of  the  State  Legis- 
latnre  and  the  governor,  nnofficially  by  tho  press,  by  the  pnblie 
appeals  of  leading  men,  by  the  petitions  of  citizens,  press,  lead- 
ers, and  people,  regardless  of  party,  the  commonwealth  asserted 
that  the  greatest  wrong  po^ible  in  a  republic  had  been  dono 
their  members,  and  sned  for  rcetitation.    Thcj  declared  it  to 

'  Appol  U  ihe  BsccuilTe  of  PcRiiBflranin  1>j  the  Peiroteum  Ptodnccrs'  ITnioa, 
ISTS.    Tniiu,  CangrM*,  1888,  p.  3M. 
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be  tbeir  belief  tliat  afrainst  llieir  will,  ita  the  result  of  Tiolition, 
of  tlie  ikwe,  a  mm  bad  taken  their  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the] 
tTnitod  Stales  wbo  was  not  tbeir senalur,  that  tliejr  Imd  been  de-' 
nied  reprMeiitattou  bj  tbe  senator  of  their  cbuice ;  nut)  tlicj 
demanded  that,  in  acoordsince  with  iinniemorial  u«ige,  tbe  er- 
idencc  they  Imd  to  offer  shonld  be  examined,  and  their  right 
of  representation  in  titc  Senate  of  the  United  States  restored 
to  tbcm,  if  it  should  be  found  to  bare  been  taken  from  thom. 
After  the  I^islataro  had  examined  eisty-fonr  wimcsecs,  t]»e 
Ohio  House onjopi-eeentativee  resolved  t!mt  "ample  teetiinonyl 
was  nddnocd  to  varmnt  tlie  belief  that  .  .  .  tlie  &eat  of  IIcDrW 
B.  Parne  in  the  United  States  Sennte  wa*  pnrchaeed  by  tho 
corrupt  nee  of  money."     The  Ohio  Senate  charged  that  "the 
election  of  ilenrj'  U.  PaTne  as  Senator  of  the  United  Slate» 
from  Ohio  .  .  .  was  procnred  and  bronght  about  bjr  the  cor- 
rupt nse  of  rnone}',  .  .  .  and  by  other  corrupt  means  and  prac- 
tices.'* 

Both  Tloases  passed  with  theite  reeolulions  nn  nrgent  request 
for  investigation  by  tti«  Senate  of  the  United  Stales.'  \ 

(sUt.  Payne's  election  by  the  I^gislatnre  was  a  thunder-clap  1 
lo  tbo  people  of  Ohin.  Tliey  did  nut  knovr  ho  n'as  a  candidate.  J 
Who  was  to  W  United  Slates  Senator  was  of  course  one  of 
the  innci  in  the  election  of  the  Ohio  Legislatnrc  of  1$S4,  and 
the  Demoeratic  votere  who  elected  iho  mnjority  of  that  T>>g- 
■6lature  had  sent  them  to  the  Stale  Capitol  lo  make  George 
H.  I'endleton  or  Dnrbin  Ward  sonator.  One  of  the  leading 
ne\r»pa{)er  men  of  the  Slate  testified  :  "  I  went  over  the  enlire 
SUiu  durint;  the  cam|wign.  .  .  .  Ont  of  the  eighty-eight  ooun- 
tics  I  attended  fifty-four  Democratic  convcDtione  and  wrote 
ihom  lip,  giving  the  eontimcnt  of  the  people  as  nearly  as  I 
eoiild,  and  ilnring  that  entire  cant'a^  I  never  henrd  n  candi- 
date for  the  Legietatnro  say  tliat  he  was  for  Henry  R  Payne 
for  United  Statee  Senator;  but  every  man  I  ever  talked  with 
was  cither  for  ticorgc  11.  Pendleton  or  General  Ward.  I 
think  ont  of  the  Democratic  candidates  tbronghotit  the  Slate 
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I  conversed  with  at  least  two-tliirds  of  tlioni." '  As  woe  nftei*- 
w»rd6  ateted  before  tbo  Senate  of  tlie  United  States  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  Oliio,  '■  He  was  in  no  wise 
pnblicly  connected  with  the  canvass  for  tlie  Senate,  nor  bad 
the  ma«t  actiTO,  honorable,  and  best-posted  politiciana  in  tbo 
State  heard  his  name  in  connection  with  the  eenatorial  office^ 
until  8utiso<iuctit  to  the  October  eloctioa  [oC  the  Legislature]. 
He  was  abfiotutcl}-  withont  fcllowiag."* 

The  Uomocratic  conetitnencies  sent  tlieir  legialator*  to  vote 
for  Pendleton  and  W.nrd,  bnt  between  the  receipt  and  tJio  ox- 
ecution  of  thie  trust  from  the  people  a  scci-ct  charm  wag  pnt 
to  work  of  each  a  potency  that  the  people  woke  np  to  find 
tliat  the  representative  wlio  had  betrayed  them  in  Congress  in 
1876  was  their  eenator,  instead  of  one  of  their  real  Tcadei-s. 
The  people  had  been  digging  oil  \rell9  for  twenty  years  that 
all  tlio  valno  miglit  tiow  into  the  bank  acconut*  of  a  few  iDte^ 
ceptors;  they  had  been  building  railroads  and  pipe  lines  that 
their  biiBinesa  and  property  might  he  tranaportcd  into  the 
Kame  hands;  they  Iiad  organized  agitation  and  conducted  a 
national  nnti-nioiiopoly  camiwlgn  all  orer  the  conntry,  only  to 
Bee  the  men  wim  were  to  have  been  investigated  take  com- 
mand of  the  inquiry.  The  people  had  had  enongh  ench  expe- 
rience not  to  be  anrprigcd  that  when  they  started  to  make  a 
beloved  leader  senator  it  was  their  enemy  who  came  ont  of 
the  voting  mill  with  the  Aennlorial  toga  npon  his  sliouldcfft. 
Snt  terrible  was  the  moral  storm  that  broke  forth  out  of  the 
hearts  of  tlio  people  of  Ohio.  The  votes  they  had  thrown, 
like  roses  to  garland  the  head  of  a  hero,  had  been  transfonned 
as  they  went,  by  a  black  magic,  into  iDiaailcs  of  destruction,  and 
Lad  fallen  upon  him  like  the  6tonc?  that  elcw  Stephen. 

The  prces,  without  regard  to  party,  gave  voice  to  the  popu- 
lar wrath.  Scores  of  the  Democratic  newepaiicrs  of  Ohio 
went  into  inoiiniing.  One  of  them  said :  "The  whole  Dem- 
ocratic Lcgislatare  was  made  rotten  by  the  money  that  was 

'  Tntlnmif,  Appcndlt  U>  t1i«  Jounul  ot  ilie  lloiiM  ot  RcpraMnutivM  et  th* 
BUU  of  Okio,  6Ttb  GmictxI  AMrmblj,  IBBe.  vol.  lixiiJ.,  p.  4Pe. 
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used  to  bny  nnd  ecll  tlio  monibore  like  so  many  glicop."  Many 
rcprcecntfttivo  Democrats  of  the  Stato  privately  and  pultliely 
declared  their  hclief  in  the  charges  o[  comiplion.  Allen 
G.  Thnnnan,  n'ho  Iiad  been  a  senator  and  rcpresenlalivo  at 
Washington,  said  :  **  There  is  6omet]iing  that  ehocke  nie  in  the 
idea  of  crushing  men  liUo  PcndletOQ  and  Waixl,  who  hare 
devoted  the  best  portion  of  their  livce  to  the  mnintcnanoo  of 
Dcmocniey,  by  A  combination  against  them  of  personal  hatred 
and  overgrown  n'caltli.  ...  I  want  to  Fee  nil  the  Deniocrais 
have  a  fair  chance  according  to  tlieir  merits,  and  do  not  want 
to  see  a  political  ctitthroat  bo^isni  inaugurated  fur  the  benc6l 
of  a  clooe  party  corporation  or  syndicflte."  Again  lie  said: 
"Syndicates  pnrchase  the  people''s  agents,  and  honest  men 
stand  aghast."' 

LJt  was  the  "irony  of  fate"  tliat  this  Lcgislntnrc,  like  the 
44th  Congress,  had  been  specially  elected  to  ropreii*nt  opposi- 
tion to  monopolies.  Of  course  the  Logislatiii'c  t)iat  had  done 
this  thing  vfis  not  to  be  persuaded,  bullied,  or  shamed  Into 
any  step  to'n'ards  ex]}08nrc  or  reparation.  But  the  people^ 
usually  so  forgetful,  nursed  f  lieir  wrath.  They  mode  the  scan- 
dal the  i»6iio  of  the  next  State  election,  and  put  the  I/^gisla- 
turo  into  other  hands.  The  new  Legislature  then  forwarded 
formal  charges  to  tlio  Senate  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  a  de- 
mand for  an  investigation.  Tlio  State  of  Oliio  made  its  sol- 
emn accusation  and  pniyer  for  an  investigation  through  nil 
the  oi^ns  of  utterance  it  had:  the  pn»s  of  both  parties; 
honored  men,  both  Republican  and  Democratic;  both  Houses 
of  tJie  Slate  Legislature  and  its  senator  whose  seat  was  unclial- 
teogcd— an  aggregate  representing  a  vast  majority  of  the  i>eo- 
pl©  of  the  State.  The  lion.  John  Little  and  the  Hon.  Ccnja- 
min  Butterwortli,  fonner  Attorney-General  of  Ohio,  botll 
menilters  of  Congress,  had  been  debated  to  present  the  case 
of  tlie  State.  Tlicy  made  formal  charges,  based  on  evidence 
given  under  ontli  or  communicatetl  in  writing  by  reputable 
citixcue,  who  were  willing  to  testify  nnder  oath.    None  of  the 

■  Bcport  No.  UW>,  Unit«d  State*  Scute,  49i&  Ooofnu,  ISM,  pfi.  77,  ?& 
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matter  TTOB  proscnteO  on  more  Iienrsny  or  ramor.'  No  charge 
was  made  to  connect  Senator  Payne  personally  with  the  cor- 
ruption.  tlis  denials  and  tho«o  of  liia  friendB  of  nny  partici- 
pation by  him  were  therefore  mere  evasions  of  tlic  actnttl 
charge — that  lila  election  had  been  corruptly  procnred  isxc 
Iiim,  not  by  him.  The  snbstAnce  of  tlieir  accusation,  aa  conj 
taincd  in  their  statement  and  the  papers  for^rarded  by  tha 
LcpslatLire,  was  as  follows:* 

That  among  tln»  chief  manaf^ere  of  Mr.  Payne**  canvass,  and 
thofio  who  contrallytl  its  finanotal  operationB,  M'ere  fonr  of  the 
principal  members  in  Ohio  of  the  oil  trust :  its  treasnrcr,  the 
vice-president  of  nnc  of  its  most  innmrtant  tiiitK>r(Iinate  com- 
panies, its  Ciiieiniiati  rcprcscntatire,  and  another — allof  whom 
were  named. 

That  one  of  fhceo  fonr,  naming  him,  who  was  given  the 
financial  management  of  tlio  Payne  campaign  at  CoUimbne, 
carried  ^(13,000  witli  him,  "next  to  his  skin,"  to  Coltmibus 
to  use  in  the  clLH^tion,  as  he  had  elated  to  an  intimate  friend 
wbofiO  name  wonld  be  given. 

That  tlic  cashier  of  the  bank  in  Cleveland,  wliere  the  treas- 
urer of  the  oil  combination  kept  one  of  hiti  bank  arconnta, 
wonid  testify  that  this  money  waa  procured  on  a  check  given 
by  this  treasurer  of  the  oil  tniet  to  another  of  itfl  ofQcials,  and 
pafificd  over  by  him  to  its  Cincinonti  agent,  who  drew  out  tlia 
cash. 

That  tlic  hnck  room  nsed  by  the  Payite  manager  at  Cotani- 
bna  aa  his  office  displayed  8ucli  !arf;e  anionnta  of  money  in 
plain  view  tliat  it  looked  like  a  bank,  and  that  the  employ^ 
who  acted  there  a»  hia  clerk  stated  npon  liia  return  hoiuc  tliat 
ho  had  never  ecen  so  Dincb  money  btadlcd  together  in  bis 
life. 

That  a  prominent  gentleman,  going  to  the  room  nsed  by  the 

Payne  managoi-s  for  a  "converter,"  had  paid  that  lie  saw  "can- 

'  vas  bags  and  coin  bags  and  cases  for  greenbacks  littered  and 

■XqiortKi}.  1190,rnit«i]&Ulea5«nu«,4»ih  Cuognw,  IA86,  p.  U. 
■aitnc,  p^  ST,  10,  ce  -,  Ui»cclloi>eou*  Do««in<nt  N«.  108,  Vi>!t<(l  Slatn  Senitk. 
,  4iih  Concrvta,  1&S4,  pp,  a^.itf,  SW,  miljMarint. 
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scattered  aroand  the  room  ani]  on  the  table  iind  on  tlie  floor 
.  .  .  with  sotiietliing  green  sticlting  out,"  wliicli  lie  found  to 
be  money. 

That  members  wlio  bad  been  cameet  supporters  of  Pendle- 
ton were  taken  one  by  one  by  certain  gnidea  to  tbU  i-ooiii 
vhirh  looked  like  n  bank,  and  camo  ont  nitb  an  intense  and 
anddenly  developed  dittliko  uf  civil^scrvice  rc-fonn  (Mr.  Pen- 
dleton's ineasnre),  and  [irocceded  to  vote  for  M"r.  Payne;  »nd 
that  these  coiiv-crvlona  were  nniforinly  atlrtidod  tvith  thrirt, 
sndden,  extensive,  atid  so  irreconcilable,  with  tbeir  known 
means  of  making  money  as  to  lie  a  matter  of  remark  among 
tbcir  ncighboiv ;  and  tbat  "  the  rcneona  for  the  change  (of 
vote)  wore  kept  m-iinly  in  this  room,  passed  by  delivery,  and 
eonld  be  used  to  buy  i-cid  eetatc." 

Tbat  tbis  use  of  money  in  large  aniontits  to  proonro  tlie 
Bodden  convereions  of  Pendletoa  legislatora  tu  Payne  wonld 
ho  shown  by  numerous  witnesses,  gcnenlly  Democratit,  several 
of  tliem  lawycre  of  gi-eat  distinction  mid  high  ability. 

Tbat  tliu  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  pnticipsl  Democratic 
journal  in  Ohio  bad  stated,  as  wus  sworn  to,  tbat  he  bad  spent 
$100,000  to  elect  Payno,  and  that  it  cost  a  great  deal  of 
money  to  got  tbo£c  ropreecntativce  and  et^natorB  to  veto  for 
Payne,  and  tbey  had  to  be  bought.  "  It  took  money,  and  a 
good  deal  of  it,  to  satisfy  them,"  and  he  complained  that  tli« 
oil  trnst  had  not  reciprocated  in  kind.  Tiiis  «tatcmciit  was 
made  by  one  of  hii  editorial  writers,  who  after  making  it  was 
diecbarged.  The  Utter  sabeeqnently  put  it  into  tho  form  of 
an  oAidavit. 

That  Senator  PendletoD  woald  testify  that  more  tlutn 
enongb  of  the  le^slatorB  to  give  Lim  the  election  lind  been 
pledged  to  him. 

Tliat  the  nnmber  of  membera  of  tho  Ohio  Senate  and 
Honee  of  Representatives  who  bad  been  paid  money  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Payno  was  so  great  tbat  without  their  votes  and  in. 
Haonoe  hts  nomination  wonld  have  been  out  of  the  question. 

That  a  Icgislntor  who  bad  been  violently  opposed  to  Payne, 
then  changed  and  becaias  violently  rich,  had  aohnowledged 
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tliat  the  treaeurcr  of  tlie  oil  tniet,  out  of  gratitude  for  wliat  lie 
Itnd  done,  had  "loaned"  liitii  several  thousand  dollars — "a 
case,"  &aid  the  rcprt^oetitatiro  of  Oliiu  before  ttiu  Ctiilcd  States 
Senntc,  ''of  a  mim  hcrcymirig  wLlI-t<i-do  hv  horrowJiig  money." 
'^  That  legtaUlore  who  were  bo  poor  before  the  election  that 
everything  they  had  wae  raortgngod,  And  tlicy  liad  to  beg  or 
borrow  funds  for  tlicir  ctcctioii  cxpenBos,  became  so  proe]ior- 
0U8  after  their  enddon  convcreion  to  Payne  that  they  paid  off 
their  dehtg,  rebuilt  their  houses,  furnished  them  hand&oinely, 
deposited  large  aniountfi  in  the  banks,  or  opened  new  bank  ac- 
counte,  bongbt  more  property,  and  that  the  reasons  tlioy  giivc 
for  tliii!  new  wealth  were  del  nonet  la  b]y  (intnie — vr  iiiiiKissiblo. 

Tliat  a  mcmlwr  of  the  Legislature,  a  State  senator,  liad 
himself  stated  that  he  had  received  $5000  to  vote  for  Payoc,' 
and  had  offered  the  »imc  ntnount  to  un  n^socinto  if  he  would 
do  the  same ;  and  lliat  after  tlie  election  this  member  opened  a 
now  bank  account,  depositing  92500  in  hU  wife's  name,  who 
iuiinodiately  tranefeiTcd  it  to  him. 

Tliat  another  member  of  the  Legielatiire,  who  changed  eud- 
deuly  after  liia  olectioa  to  the  Iiegielature,  and  just  before  the 
eaiiciis,  from  a  warm  advocacy  of  one  of  tlio  recognized  can- 
didates to  the  siippoj-t  of  Payne,  when  directly  charged  with 
having  taken  a  bribe,  did  not  deny  it,  but  "beeame  oxeecd- 
iiigly  sick,  white  as  -a  sheet,  and  answered  not.  lie  went 
away,  and  laid  in  bed  two  days." 

Tliat,  contrary  to  all  the  precedents  of  Ohio  politics,  the 
coacue  of  the  niajovity  party  was  oot  held  until  the  night  be- 
fore election,  so  as  to  leave  no  time  between  tlie  caucus  and 
the  election. 

That,  also  contrary  to  the  prccodonts,  the  nomination  wa« 
made,  not,  a«  usual,  by  open  vote,  but  by  secret  ballot  and 
without  debate,  on  the  demand  of  the  Payne  managers  and 
contrary  to  the  proteste  of  the  opponents,  so  that  it  could  not 
be  known  to  the  public  who  llic  Payne  men  were. 

That  this  knowledge  was  made  earc  to  the  Payne  nianagcrfl, 


*  a^fotX  Xo.  U90,  ITuted  6UM*  S««i«t«,  4001  CoogrtM,  13W,  p.  BO. 
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who  were  to  jwy  for  the  rotes,  by  t)io  ingenious  device  of  re- 
quiring eacli  ptinOiueed  legislator  to  nee  a  coupon  bnllot  Pnr- 
nishe<l  hy  tliem,  tlic  eorreeponding  sttib  of  wliich  they  kept. 
Tlieee  legiatatom  were  not  paid  for  tlieir  votes  unlew  Ilie  torn 
edges  of  the  cniipon  ballot  Toted  Ny  titcm  corresponded  willi 
Ibe  edge  of  ttie  stub  in  tlio  poeficeeion  of  tlic  mnnagois. 

Tlmt  reepODBible  men  would  testify  tbat  Hivy  liad  received 
confce^ioDs  from  inetabere  of  the  Lc<;iel8turo  that  they  had 
boon  bribed  with  money  to  rote  for  Mr.  Payne. 

Th»t  two  memliere  of  the  Legifilattire  who  hnd  been  elected 
as  ami -monopolies  becsme  snpportere  of  Mr.  Payno,  and 
were  beard  discoisKiiig  together  Ibe  amonnt  of  money  they 
bad  n^ecired,  and  quarrelling  because  one  had  rcceired  more 
thnn  the  other. 

Tlint  a  member  of  the  Lcgislatnre  which  was  comiptcd, 
Btanding  on  the  tloor  of  tho  Oliio  House  of  Rppro»cn(ntivc«, 
pointed  out  memlwrs  who  had  l)Con  pnreliHSed  to  vote  for 
Payne,  BJiyinjr :  "These  members  were  paid  to  ?ote  in  the 
scnntorinl  light,"  Iintding  a  little  book  in  his  hand  in  which 
he  liad  the  namcK  and  amounts;  bnt  nlthongh  he  made  Iho 
charges  0|>ci)ly  nnd  defiantly,  and  altliough  the  same  cliargcs 
wore  mndc  in  EcpuI)tioan  and  Democratic  papere,  no  iiivoetj- 
gntlon  \va»  ordered.  Three  attempts  to  have  an  inveeiigatioii 
made  by  tho  Jjegielnfnrc  in  whieli  the  bribery  occorred  fuiledj  | 

That  n  corrcsponilcnt  of  a  !ca<ling  Cincinnati  daily,  sitting 
on  the  floor  of  the  Ilonsc,  dnity  charged  that  the  election  was 
procured  by  bribcryt  talked  about  it  generally,  and  dured  Oia 
Houec  to  investigate  or  the  accueed  to  euo  for  libel,  and  that 
no  BDcIi  step  was  taken  by  ciLlicr. 

That  a  mcmomndum  of  the  names  of  tlie  logi^lators  wlio 
sold  themttpIreB,  and  the  amounts  they  received,  bad  been 
ftiniiabfd  from  a  responsible  source. 

That  on  the  evo  of  Uie  election  money  was  sent  by  draft  to 
twcnty-foiir  of  the  Democratic  cnndidatca  for  the  f^^ie-Iature, 
with  the  proinieo  of  more  tho  next  day,  and  with  the  state* 
ment  that  thnnke  fur  both  remittances  wore  dne  to  one  of  tho 
prominent  mcmbeis  of  the  oil  trusty  who  was  named,  and  two 
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others  o£  Pnyne'e  managere,  "tlie^r  ]>ayiiig  iiioeC  of  it  tliem- 
selves." 

Tliat   bcfoi-c  the  election  of  the  L^iglatitre  otic  of  Iho 
_Piiyiiu  lauiiagci-B  sent  large  bdqis  of  iiiuiicy  auioii  tiling  to 

10,000,  or  $12,000,  pet-Laps  $13,500— the  trcaaurer  of  the  oil 
triiEt  "mid  other  nrenltliy  Democrats  contributed  it — . 
Mito  different  parts  of  the  State." 

That  the  miinngcrs  of  tlie  election  absented  tlioinselves 
from  the  State  dnrin^  the  legislative  invt>Atigation,  and  re- 
mained ont  of  reach  until  it  closed. 

That  during  the  two  and  a  half  yeare  which  had  parsed 
&ince  theae  apeciSc  charj;es  of  bribery  had  been  put  into  cir- 
ciiUtioii,  therti  had  been  no  duiuand  for  iiiv<;stigatioiL  on  the 
|Kiit  of  thofie  whose  reputation  and  honor  werv  couoerned,  but 
titero  had  been  a  lUuiiifL'st  ufTurt  to  pmvcnt  invu^tigution. 

Tliat  ill  addition  to  thesu  oiTurs  of  uriik'n<»j  t!ie  c'ase  ag:iinst 
Mr.  Pajrnc  would  ho  greatly  atJ'engtlmnod  by  iicw  and  addi- 
tional testimony  from  ruiponeiblo  i>onra«. 

Tefitimony  was  taken  hr  the  Ix^gielaturc  that  an  ex-Licn- 
tenant-Govcrnop  of  Ohio,  afterwards  Coiisul-Gononil  of  the 
United  States  at  Fratikforc,  Germany,  had  been  in  tho  room 
of  Payno*g  manager,  had  eccn  that  he  was  using  money  to  pro- 
cure the  etcclioo,  and  had  so  t<ild  Mr.  Payne  before  the  eleo- 
lionr  and  that  Mr.  Payne's  i-eply — •'You  doD*t  suppose  I 
would  cndoi-se  anything  of  that  kind,  do  youf — showud  that 
he  had  undei^tood  the  use  of  money  referred  to  to  be  an  im- 
proper use,  thereby  fastening  upon  Mr.  Payne,  if  true,  the 
knowledge  tiiat  hie  agents  were  corrnpcing  tlm  Lcgiidiitnre. 

During  this  dehige  of  charges  Mr.  Payne  made  no  denin). 

After  the  investigation  had  Ijcvii  ordered  by  tliu  State  Leg- 
islature, Senator  Payne  made  an  offer  to  tlic  committee  to 
enbniit  all  Lib  private  papers  and  books  of  accounts  to  their 
examination — an  empty  offer,  bccaiiM  it  was  not  charged  that 
tlio  corruption  had  been  dono  by  him,  bnt  for  him  by  others. 
Theae  latter  made  uo  isuch  oSer,  but  Aed  frotn  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  tho  Legtslatuix-'.  "Wlion  the  rci'i-oscntalivcs  of  the 
people  of  Ohio  appeared  before  the  coinmittco  of  the  United 
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States  Senate  on  etectiorui,  witli  the  offer  to  prove  nnder  oath  ) 
tlie  foregoing  cliargcs,  lie  remained  voiceless.  lie  did  not  riec 
in  Iiis  place  in  the  Senate  to  deny  these  accnsationg,  as  ercry 
other  senator  since  the  Senate  began  had  done.  Uo  did  not 
go  before  the  committee,  nor  send  before  them  any  witness, 
or  make  anj  explanation.  When  the  Senate  committee  de- 
cided to  recommend  the  Senate  not  to  invcfitigatc,  and  tho 
represciitativea  of  Ohio  bogK^d  the  committee  to  reconsider, 
Senator  Shennan  declared  that  he  heartily  agreed  with  every 
word  of  the  appeal,  hiit  Senator  Payne  still  kept  silent.  Tho 
records  of  Congress  show  that  his  sole  ntturance  or  appearance 
in  this  matter  in  Congress  was  to  make  the  motion  that  the 
pnpers  fonvarded  by  tbo  Ohio  I^egidlature  slionid  bo  ecnt,  as 
was  the  routine,  to  the  Committee  on  Elections.  In  doing  thia 
ho  did  moro  than  abstain  from  the  iitterunce  of  a  word  which 
could  be  in  any  way  ron!=.trued  as  a  demand  for  inveiiti^ation. 
He  delivered  wltnt  was,  in  effect,  an  appeal  to  liis  fullow-eena- 
tors  not  to  inveiitigiilc.  lie  attickcil  the  Legislature  for  scud* 
iiig  the  report  of  its  investigation  to  Congreas,  characterizing 
"this  proceeding — the  trnnemission  of  the  testimony  hero — a& 
an  attempt  to  circulate  and  give  cun'ency  to  baeolcee  ftoeeip 
and  scandal,  after  everything  nnbetantial  in  the  way  of  a  charge 
bad  been  disci-edited  and  disproved.''  In  couclueion  ho  left 
tlie  matter  to  the  committee  **for  such  dispoflition  of  \t  tw 
they  may  find  to  bo  in  accordance  with  dignity  and  jnstice." 

The  Lcgifiluturu  which  made  the  invceiigatiou  selected  as 
the  reason  for  ordering  it  the  fact  tliut  a  wclbknown  citizen 
had  jnet  repeated  in  an  open  letter  in  the  public  \mn\A  the 
chwgee  of  bribery  which  had  been  made  already  linndrcda  of 
times.  When  this  citizen  wae  called  upon  to  testify  before 
tlio  Legislature  he  stated  that,  as  \m  information  wns  derived 
from  othei*s,  ho  had  no  personal  proof  to  offer  of  his  own 
bnowledgo  that  bribery  had  been  committed,  deferring  to 
this,  Mr.  Piiyne  suid  to  his  eolleagaoe  of  the  Senate : 

"Thua  full  all  that  tho  iuvcetigation  wae  origiaally  based 
upon."  • 
'  HlKelluicous  Docoacni  106,  Uaiud  8uiciS«i*t«,4Vt1iCanKt«u,l6S«,[i.ia. 
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This  woB  not  tnio.  The  wtltic&s  fiiniUtied  tbe  coiiiinittee 
with  the  names  of  tliemen  on  whose  nnthorUy  he  liud  spohen, 
and  tlii'oitgli  whom  evidence  tmsod  on  perBonal  knowle<Ige 
could  be  procured  as  to  the  truth  of  the  chargo.'  Therefore 
t]ie  statement,  "  Tlitis  fell  nil  tliat  the  investiji^iitioD  was  origi- 
nnlly  bnfcil  npoii,"  t^o  far  n£  it  wr»  hcliurcd  Iiy  tho  tvctintore, 
deceived  them.  TUo  Stale  LegisUturo  could  not  compel  tho 
witnosMe  to  testify.  On)y  tliu  United  Stales  Senate  could  do 
thift,  aud  it  wa«  dtlGn-cd  from  doing  so  hy  this  concealment 
of  llie  fact  that  the  itivoaligntioit,  instead  of  f-illiiig  becaueoof 
no  hasig,  had  etniek  finiicr  ground.  The  proffer  of  evidence 
was  of  aucii  a  cliarncter  that,  ns  has  been  well  s^aid,  none  of  the 
lawyura  of  the  ^•iiate  coininittee  who  voted  against  rcctim- 
mending  invcetipition  '*  would  Lavo  failed  to  rcconinicnd 
thorough  investigation  of  such  an  incident  if  it  had  been  rele- 
vant to  an  alleged  title  stt  up  against  a  private  client."  '  But 
tho  Senate  Committee  on  PHvilegcn  aud  Klections— Seuatora 
Pngli,  SuuUbnry,  Vance,  and  Enstis  voting  against  Hoar  and 
Frye — rccoinmendc<I  the  Senate  not  to  inveatlgate,  aud  the 
Senate  adoptctl  thij>  report. 

No  one  had  ex|>ecled  this.  Tlie  iinhrukcn  prccedeut^  of 
the  Senate  had  made  it  a  matter  of  coui-sc  in  publi<:  cicpccla- 
tion  that  the  inveoligiation  would  be  made.  A  convention  of 
Ohio  editors,  Bending  a  memorial  for  a  reo^nsidcmtion,  »itd: 
"  Ko  inatance  Iius  yet  arisen  in  the  history  of  the  SeuaCd 
where  specific  and  well-snpported  charges  of  bribery  in  a 
ecuatoriul  election,  preferred  by  tite  l^gtulaturo  of  a  State, 
have  not  l)cen  promptly  investigated  I)y  the  Senate.  In  fact, 
so  jcalons  lias  the  Senate  been  of  its  own  intep^rity  and  honor 
that  it  has  heretofore  promptly  ordered  investigations  npoa 
tiie  mcuioriale  of  citizonB,  and  in  other  cases  upon  the  me- 
morial of  individual  inenibera  of  a  Lcgislatnro  charging  fnirid 
in  senatorial  clecliona."  In  bo  doing  the  Senate,  to  adopt  the 
language  ubed  by  tho  chairiuaa  of  the  Committee  on  Elections, 

'  WicolIaDeoui  Docuiiteat  100,  Uuliod  States  SeDU«,  -tstlt  Coii^tcm,  IHSfl,  pp. 
*  TM  Pofw  BrOay  C<m  <uvl  tlu  UitUtJ  iHuta  Sa^t.  hj  Albcn  H.  Walkn. 
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Senator  Hoar,  declared  tlutt  "  it  is  indilltirent  to  tliQ  qaeeUo 
wliothcr  its  ecals  are  to  be  in  tlie  future  tite  subject  of  bargai 
aDd  fiale,  or  may  be  presented  by  a  few  tnilliotiairefi  as  a  coiii- 

plinient  to  a  friend. This  uiatlcr  never  can  bo  (iiiietcd/* 

said  St:tiator  Sheniiaii  in  the  debate  iu  tlic  SetiMte.  "Tliero 
are  BIX  or  Bfiveu  iiivn  wlio  arc  known — I  could  uunic  tliuni — 
wlio,  if  tlicy  were  lin>uj(bt  before  litis  Coiiiiuittoo  ou  Priri- 
lcgtJ8  lUid  Eltxlioiie,  would  seltle  tlii«  iiiutlui'  furuvor  oiio  way 
or  the  other  in  uiy  jndgincnt.*' 

r  "ihn  Senate  decided  that  sncli  a  diargo,  nccompanicd  bX 
8Dch  offei's  of  praof,  did  not  dc&ervo  it£  nttciilion.  y  The  trial/ 
of  "even  acriminal  accosatloQ,"  said  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, "reqnires  only  tlic  oath  of  the  acensei-  who  la  justi* 
fied  if  lie  have  |>i\)bnljle  cause."  The  uiiiiuiily,  Senators 
lioAt  and  Frye,  fiiithur  said:  "  It  will  not  be  questioned  that 
in  every  one  of  tUcao  caeoe  thuro  is  abmidunt  pivbabic  cauM 
wldcli  would  justify  n  Ksomplaiot,  nnd  compt,!  a  gvand-jni-y  or 
magistnitc  to  isaue  process  and  make  an  investigation.  Ig 
the  Senate  to  deny  to  the  people  of  a  great  State,  epeakin 
through  ilieir  Legislature  and  their  i-eprefeentative  citizens, 
the  only  opporlanity  for  a  hearing  of  tliis  niomentoua  citu 
vhicli  can  exii«t  under  the  Constitution  f  The  question  now  i« 
not  whether  the  case  id  proved— tt  id  only  whctlter  it  ehall  be 
inquired  into.  Tiiat  hu  never  yet  been  done.  It  oiuinot  bo 
done  until  the  Senate  is^nes  its  process.  Nu  miwitling  witu 
lia£  ever  yet  been  L-ompulled  to  testify;  no  process  has  goi 
out  which  should  cross  State  lines.  The  Senate  is  now  to  de- 
termine, as  the  law  of  the  present  cose,  and  nit  the  precedent 
for  all  future  cases,  as  to  the  groat  crime  of  brilrery^a  vrimc 
which  poisons  tho  waters  of  republican  liberty  in  the  fouutaiti 
—that  tiic  circumstances  which  Iiope  appear  are  not  eriongli  Iu 
demand  its  nttcntion.  It  will  hardly  bo  doubted  that  eiitic>i>  of 
purchase  of  seats  in  tho  Senate  will  multiply  rapidly  und 
the  decision  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  conimillec.''' 


■  Uiiioriiy  lUpuii  ol  Scualon  Uoor  and  Fire,  4»ih  Con|rau,  IM 
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The  debate  upon  the*  recoiii mentation  of  tlie  coininittcc  not 
to  inTCfitigntc  wns  iiiipusdioaed.  Senator  Hoar  s»id :  "The 
jjdoption  of  thifi  niajoritj-  report  .  .  .  will  he  the  moat  nnfortn- 
nsto  fact  ill  the  lustory  of  the  Senate,"  When  the  voto  of 
tho  Sonato  not  to  invcetignte  wns  nnnonnccd, -Sonstor  Ed- 
munds turned  to  his  neighbor  in  the  Senalo  nnd  Biiinincd  up 
the  verdict  of  poatentj'  in  tlieee  words  :  '■  This  is  n  day  of  in-] 
famj  for  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  Stales." 

The  Mine  IjCgielatnre  which  aent  Senator  Pajne  to  the  Sen- 
ate defeated  the  bill  to  allow  the  Cleveland  independent  re- 
finers to  huild  a  pipe  line  to  famish  tlieinscWee  with  oil.  Tlio 
defeat  of  tlio  bill  waa  accomplished  by  a  lobby  wlioee  work 
was  6o  openly  eliameless  tliat  it  was  clkaractcrizcd  by  the  Oliio 
press  "as  an  indelible  disgrace  to  the  State."  Tlic  bill  was 
one  of  many  attempts  which  have  been  made  by  the  people 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  without  succefis,  to  get  from  their 
Legislature  the  right  to  build  pipe  lines.  It  has  been  tried  to 
get  laws  to  regulate  the  elinrges  of  the  existing  line^,  bnt  with- 
out sncccse.  The  history  of  the  pipe-line  bills  in  these  Icgis- 
latnres  for  the  ]>ast  ten  years  has  L>een  n  monotonons  record 
of  an  unavailing  Btniggle  of  a  majority  of  millions  to  apply 
legal  and  oonstitntinnal  restraintti  to  a  minority  of  a  few  doz- 
ens. The  means  employed  in  the  Ohio  Legislatnre  of  1885  to 
defeat  a  bill  giving  c<{niility  in  ])ipc-line  transportation  to  r&- 
finore  in  competition  witli  the  oil  trtiet,  which  owned  the  exist- 
ing pipe  lines,  were  of  snch  n  sort  that  that  body  has  gone  into 
the  history  of  the  Stato  as  tho  "Coal-oil  Legislature."  It  is 
stated  by  Hudson,  in  his  Railicaya  and  the  liepvUict  that 
llie  Democratic  agent  of  the  bribery  openly  threatened  to  pub- 
lish the  list  he  had  of  the  membere  of  the  Legislature  he  had 
purchased,  and  that  in  cousequenoe  of  this  threat  proceedings 
which  had  been  begun  against  him  for  outraging  the  House 
by  appearing  on  the  floor  in  a  state  of  gross  intoxication  were 
abandoned." 

In  a  debate  about  combinations  in  trade  and  indnstry — 
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tmsts — in  tlio  XTnitod  States  Senate  in  I88S,  tlie  sore  scandal 
of  tliia8ciial:onal  election  of  1SS4  wae  dteinternxl. 

"If  there  bo  eocU  a  trnet,"  eaid  Senator  Hoar,  referring  to 
tlie  oil  trust,  "is  it  rcpresentod  in  the  cabinci  at  tlits  Titoincnt? 
le  It  represented  in  the  Soofltet  I  want  to  know  Ihu  facta 
about  these  five  or  six  j;reat  trusts  which  are  sufficient  in  tlieir 
power  to  overthrow  anj*  gox-ernment  in  Europe,  if  tliey  existetl 
in>tho6c  nations,  t!iat  elionld  set  it«elf  against  thcui — the  coal, 
the  sugar,  the  whiekcy,  the  cotton,  the  fruit,  the  raih-oad  trans- 
portation of  tliis  country,  controlled  by  tlictc  giant  cliicftains." 

Senator  Payne  defended  the  oil  trntt  and  himself,  "  E^-cn 
at  this  date,"  ho  ^aid,  "it  secmg  that  that  company  is  rcpro- 
aented  n«  being  guilty  of  nil  sorts  of  unlawful  and  improper 
things.  Sach  allegations  without  proof  to  ^netaiu  thent  I  re- 
gard as  unworthy  of  an  honorable  man  or  an  honorable  sena- 
tor. .  .  .  The  Standard  Oil  Couipany,"  he  oontinned,  "is  a  very 
remarkable  nud  wonderful  institution.  It  has  aceonipliehed 
vitliin  the  last  twenty  years,  as  a  comrnepcial  enterprisG,  what 
no  other  company  or  nasoeiation  of  tnmlcm  ttmea  has  amvtm- 
plislied."  lie  went  on  to  declare  that  he  "never  hnd  a  dollar's 
interest  in  the  company."  Bnt  the  charge  wliicli  he  and  it 
would  never  allow  to  Ik  investigated  was  that  the  ronipany 
had  a  great  many  dollars'  intereet  in  him.  "The  majority  of 
tho  stockholders  ar«  very  liberal  in  their  philanthropic  contri- 
butions to  chnrity  and  Ikcnovoletit  works,"  ho  pleaded :  "bnt 
it  contributed."  he  eaid,  "not  ono  dollar  or  one  cent  directly 
or  indirectly  to  my  election  to  this  body."  Dnring  tho  de. 
roand  for  investigation  he  uttered  no  snch  denial  to  be  taken 
aa  a  challenge. 

The  senator  made  wliat  Senator  Hoar  properly  called  a 
"rery  rcmarkahlo  admii«ion"  conccniing  tho  part  taken  in 
elections  by  the  oil  combination.  "When  a  candidate  for  the 
other  Honso  in  1871,"  Senator  Payne  said,  "no  associatiun, 
no  combination  in  my  district  did  more  to  bring  about  my 
defeat,  anil  went  to  so  large  an  expense  in  money  to  accoin- 
plisli  it,  as  the  Standard  Oil  Company.** 

Tho  oil  trnst,  then,  does  take  part  in  ctectione,  and  as  » 
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compnti^  speiula  Ixrger  sums  of  mone^  than  any  otiicr  "  in- 
BtUiitloii,  association,  conibtnntion  .  .  .  U>  accompliali  the  de- 
feat "  of  candidates  for  Congress! 

Tlicn  Mr.  Tityne  said :  "  Tliere  never  liae  been  a  tmtional  elec- 
tion at  wliidi  tliose  two  (fentiemon— one  of  them  wns  my  own 
son— have  not  contributed  very  liberally."  He  nsmiyl  the  two 
men  who  were,  ns  Senator  Hoar  showed,  among  the  most  iii6»- 
eiitial  iiiid  important  managers  of  his  election  to  the  Sennto. 

Senator  Ilnar  closed  the  debate  with  these  nnanswvrcd  And 
nnanewerable  words:  ''A  senator  who,  when  the  governor 
of  his  State,  when  Loth  Uranehes  of  the  Legislatnre  of  hie 
State,  complained  to  ns  that  a  uat  in  the  United  Slates  Sen- 
Jito  had  been  bonght ;  whcn'the  other  senator  fn>rn  the  Stale 
rose  and  told  ns  tliat  that  was  the  belief  of  a  I'ery  largo  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Ohio,  withont  diBlinclion  of  party, 
failed  to  rise  in  hie  place  and  ask  for  the  invcfttigaiioa  which 
wonld  hare  put  an  end  to  those  chnrgce,  if  ther  had  been 
unfonnOed,  ^iicltering  himself  behind  the  technicalities  wliicb 
were  found  by  some  gentlcra*?u  on  both  sides  of  lhi«  cham- 
ber, tlint  tho  investigation  ought  not  to  be  made,  bnt  who 
eonld  hnire  had  it  by  the  elightefit  retjnest  on  hie  part,  and  llien 
Tcmnined  dnmb,  I  think  shonid  forever  after  hold  his  peace." ' 

Tlie  election  of  this  senator  was  meant  to  be  only  the  pre- 
lude to  his  nomination  and  election  as  Prcsidentof  tlie  Tnitcd 
States.  This  wa?  pnhlicly  and  nuthontati%-cly  declared  by 
tho  men  who  were  charged  with  haring  epcnt  money  to  hny 
the  f^gislatnre  for  liini.  One  of  those  was  tho  proprietor  of 
the  most  influential  Deniooratie  daily  in  Ohio,  nnd  that  jour- 
nal in  a  leading  editorial,  double  leaded  to  make  it  more 
prominent,  declnred  thia  to  be  the  purpose  of  X'ayne's  friends. 
The  New  York  ^wn  of  May  27, 1884, followed,  also  in  double- ' 
leaded  editorials,  under  the  caption  in  staring  blnek  type  of 
the  name  of  the  Senator,  and  said :  "  llenry  B.  Fayne  ia  loom- 
ing np  grandly  in  the  character  of  a  possible  nnd  not  alto- 
gether improhaiilfl  euccessor  to  Mr.  Tildeu  as  tlie  Democratic 
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eniididtlo  for  the  Prceidoiiey.  The  fnct  Hint  the  Oliio  dele- 
gation at  ObicAgo  in  Jnly  is  enre  to  be  solid  for  Payne  is  of 
pocniinr  iiiiportanoe  &nd  sigaiBcsncy.  Everybwlj'  can  see 
nliat  It  ma)'  amount  to." 

Concurrently  with  tlicee  formal  nnnonncements  came  the 
nowft  from  all  parts  of  Oliio  that  the  Payne  party  were  hard 
at  work  to  control  the  election  of  tlie  dtle^tes  who  were  to 
ropreeent  Ohio  ia  tbo  National  Democratic  Oonreiition  at 
Chicago  in  •Ttily.  But  the  iimnugore  of  this  Praeidciitiul  cam* 
]>fiign  found  thai  they  hud  guuu  too  far.  The  election  for 
equator  had  excited  so  Sercc  au  anger  over  the  whole  couii- ; 
try  that  it  had  hccomu  perfectly  plain  that  Senator  Payne  was 
not  "available.'"  Tho  edncalioii  of  the  American  public  was 
still  iDCOQtplotc.  It  could  ecc  «cnatorsbip3  bonglit  and  cnduro 
it,  but  the  Presidency — "  not  jet." 

Tho  ueo  this  senator  made  of  Lis  seat  throws  light  where 
none  is  needed.    Again,  in  1SS7,  the  great  question  of  1876 
u{  tlie  control  of  the  tii^jhways  came  up   before   Congress. 
The  ugiUtion  of  nearly  twenty  years  had  euine  to  a  point. 
Thirty  of  tlio  States  and  Tcrritot-ies  of  the  Unioa  had  ostab- 
lulled  commieeions  or  passed  laws  to  regulate  tlie  railroads.  , 
Congreea  had  before  it  the  Interstate  Coramerec  bill  forbid-. 
ding  di&crimina lions,  and  creHlrng  the  Int4>Ktnte  Commcrce- 
Oommifision  as  a  special  trihnnnl  to  prevent  and  piuiiiib  the 
orinic.     There  had  been  iuvi-stigation,  debates,  Bn>endinentey . 
meeliogti  of  conferenee  coinmittocfi  of  both  llonsce.     It  wail 

>poMHl  to  ''  recommit "  the  bill  to  prevent  its  pa^cage  for  an 

iGtiitv  time.    Mr.  Payne  voted  "  Yee,"    Tlien  the  <|ne»- 

before  the  Senate  is,  Shall  tho  bill  bocotne  a  law  ?    Scn- 

Pavnc'S  name  is  called.    He  votes : 

"Xo." 

It   is  tho  same  question  as  in  1876,  and  the  eaiiie  vote, 
tho  InveetigatioQ,  first,  and  then  tlie  legislation,  liia 
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Ik  J.891  Coiigr_e£8  passed  the^Postnl  SuU&idy  kw  for  {>«v> 
iDg  a  liighcr  lliaii  the  murket  rate  of  coinjieiiiiatioii  to  capital 
ists  wlio  would  carry  tliu  mtiity  in  vcssdn  built  in  America,  of 
American  iiiaturial»,an<]  iiiaTtiied  lir  Atiiuricane.  No  cootracts 
were  made  Iiv  tiie  PostoflTurc  Doparttuoiit  under  the  law  for 
the  luails  between  Europe  and  America,  for  tlierc  n-crc  no 
snch  capitalititB  and  no  eiicit  boats  in  tlint  quarter. 

In  Mny  of  the  next  your,  1SQ3,  a  bill  -was  wliizzod  tlirough 
Congress  almost  wiiliout  debate,  iu  wbicU  tlio  forais  of  tlie 
principal  bene6ciar!f3-to-be  of  tbc  luw  of  1891  loomed  into, 
vienr.  .The  subsidy  law  gave  its  bonus  only  to  vessels  that 
could  fly  the  American  Hiig  because  American  built  and 
manned.  ^  Title  new  act  exempted  from  the«c  conditions  the 
two  principal  steamers  of  the  Itimun,  now  the  IntcrnationnI, 
line  —  the  VU^  i*f  New  York  and  tbo  City  of  Paris  —  pro- 
vided the  company  built  ivto  other  stoamere  that  fnllilled  tli« 
requirements  of  the  subsidy  luw.  The  eecjnel  disclosed  that 
tlieir  owners  had  a  well-laid  plan  to  build  more  than  two 
other  uteamers  to  got  the  rich  rewai'da  of  the  enb^icly  law. 
TIw  steamere  and  the  company  were  not  named.  That  was 
not  needed.  The  bill  was  drawn  with  sacli  limitations  as  to 
fiize,  speed,  ownenihip,  etc.,  that  theeo  were  the  only  two  res- 
eels  which  could  etnne  under  its  provbionK.  The  bill  wau 
introduced  in  the  IIohj^  by  n  pnnnincnt  Democrat,  and  in  the 
Senate  by  a  pi-omincnt  Kt^pnblican.  It  was  pasted  by  both 
HouMs  r<'gar<Jlo6fi  of  party  diutinctioue.  The  Sccivtary  of  the 
Kary  urged  the  bill  ui)on  the  naval  committees  of  Congi-c». 
He  liad  licgun  to  do  so  iu  his  first  roport  to  Congress  and 
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Aubscqueot  oonnntmicittions,  in  wl)i«li  he  referred  bj  D&me  to 
tlio  roBBoU  wbicb  were  masked  in  tl)i»  legislation.  The  hen-J 
of  the  line  anJ  othci'  owners  were  niemberi  of  tlie  oil  ooni- 
binnlinn.  Tbe  presidtiit  of  iIm;  steamship  comjwny  has  been 
the  presUluut  of  the  pijw-liiic  hninch  of  the  oil  trust — its  larg- 
est single  iDlerest — from  the  tiiiic  »f  it«  organisation  ra  1$81.* 
Tlim  exeiiiptioti  from  the  Uw  was  engineered  throngh  tlio 
ticnate  by  orw  who  hjid  IiJtlii-rty  alwaja  been  cciiapiciioiwljf 
bU-ctkious  in  refusing  to  nbnte  his  oppu«itioti  to  ndtnitling  to 
AiiieHcati  rfgietry  anj  «htp  not  built  in  Amoriai,  of  Ameri- 
fan  III  liter  Jai#s  b.T  American  labor,  but  who  now  liad  inftered 
some  sea  change. 

Ordinary  citizens  who  want  to  get  the  profits  of  cirrying 
Uie  Americuii  niaila  mtiBt  btiild  th»r  boat«  in  American  ship- 
Yaidt ;  bnt  t1)e  syudicAt^)  got  mcuibcre  of  Oongrcss  to  graut 
them  by  law  that  wlitah  all  otliera  moat  earn, 
/^Tlie  euiietmciit  uf  the  Postal  Subsidy  l»w  and  the  exemp-, 
tion  of  theee  steameni  by  si>ccial  law  were  the  timl  two  partsVl 
of  a  progressive  progranimc.  /  Thfl  third  step  wu  the  u^^tiayj 
tion  of  contracts  with  tlte  Pofltinfg[er<GeDeral  for  the  prizes 
of  stibndjj    Immediately  upon  the  pueage  of  tUi«  special  leg- 
)«Ution  the  Poelmastcr-Gcnernt  went  thi-ough  tbe  nvcvteary 
but  ein)>ly  parade  of  odvurtifiing  fur  biijjd  for  a  service  fvr 
which  there  cotilJ  be  only  one  pue«tblv  bidder.    The  awarding 
of  coiitracte  to  the  stenm&liip  coiii|Kmy  m  ''fortanale  in  com- 
peting "  was  annoniKcd  in  llie  pree^  in  October,  1892. 

Tbe  roslioafeter  -  General  dated  the  coutracta  1895— three 
_j:cais-AUca4.  They  ron  for  ten  years  from  tliat  time.  An 
iron-clad,  or,  better  than  iroii-cind,  Law-clad  contract  wa«  thus 
ficcurcil,  giving  n  coinpleto  monopoly  of  the  uutil  bufiineM  bft- 
twcon  AiiiLTica  and  Europe  until  a-D.  1905,  five  years  into  the 
Iwentiuth  century.  The  legislation  of  May  contemplated  the 
(usstroctJon  of  two  new  boats.  The  contracts  eocured  froui  the 
^Ktma^tcr- General  showed  that  the  line  Intended  tu  build 
§Te,  aud  obligiited  the  govenimeut  to  pay  auLusiditu  to  all  of 
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tUem,  u  well  ta  to  the  two  foreij'ri-boilt  slesimers  given  by 
i<{)ccint  le^iglalion  the  riglit  to  tty  the  Amcrlmn  ftug.  Hj 
tlicsc  contracts  [lie  coinpany,  after  tEic  coiiipletioii  of  its  new 
ateainera  in  about  lliree  yeni-e,  will  exclusively  carry  every 
bag  of  mail  that  leaves  America  for  Europe.  Meanwhile  the 
uiailft  are  to  ho  given  to  its  two  steamers  now  running,  tho 
J*ari«  and  the  A'no  J  t>;-A",  wlieiievor  tliuj  are  in  poll.  This 
luM  been  f  reqiitiitlj  done  in  th«  past  on  account  of  their  speed, 
bnt  tiie  eoinpensalion  for  tliie,  niidor  the  law  and  the  new 
contracts,  has  l)ei^n  made  niueb  greater  than  the  price  hitherto 
paid.  WiiJi  but  one  or  two  cxeeplioiiB  the  mails  on  all  the 
1*00(68  where  subeidy  in  given — to  South  America,  Havana, 
Cliina,  Europe  —  were  carried  before  the  fiiibsidy  law  on  the 
eaine  ebipe  ae  now.  Except  a  very  tnfling  saving  in  time, 
the  only  change  the  law  has  made  liere  ie  that  the  gains  of 
the  carrierB  have  been  swelled  at  tlie  cost  of  the  tu.\[K(ycrs. 
Tim  American  fcliijipem  eari'yiiig  the  iniiits  at  the  regular 
weight  rates  were  making  a  prutit.  Tlie  Poiit-offico,  under 
the  new  deal,  gets  only  wIluL  it  ha^  been  gutting — the  carriage 
of  the  mails;  bnt  the  KteaniHliip  tiompnny  gets  »  great  dual 
more.  Tliis  h  the  "pk-:ujnm  of  making  it  cheap"  applied  to 
the  postal  service. 

By  this  procession  of  moves  tiio  compntiy  eccni"otl  profit- 
ublo  contructe  leii  j'oai«  ahead  on  present  lihipi^  llie  Paris  and 
tho  iWio  i'ori — altliongh  theeu  Itnd  not  yet  done  »e  luneh  as 
Hy  the  AineriL-aii  flag  iii  compliance  with  the  special  legitu 
lalion  in  their  belialf— and  on  fiilni-e  slii]>6  that  were  not  yet 
built  or  contracted  for.  All  was  in  the  future — llic  Anierl- 
can  registry  for  the  Paria  and  the  -iYtftc  iV-S-,  the  building  of 
tho  new  stcniiicre  required  by  the  epceial  legislation.  Bat 
one  thing  wnt^  got  in  hand,  and  was  not  iti  (he  future  tetisc — 
the  eoiitract  witli  the  American  Post-oflice,  binding  it  to  pay 
millions  u  yeiir.  The  privileges  confen-i^l  by  tliis  legislation 
were  so  ralnable  that,  as  Senator  Fryc  8tate«l  in  debate,  its  re- 
cipients to  gain  them  were  to  forfeit  ^105,000  due  tbeni  from 
tlie  Hriti&li  Government. 

The  American  registry  would  be  a  capital  advertisomcut  to 
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catcl)  the  American  toamt.  TravolliDg,  Sii^-e  Eiacreoo,  is  a 
fuel's  paradise,  and  tlie  ^Lifting  populalion  of  tliat  pai-adieu 
would  Dcvur  slop  to  tliiiilt  out  the  fraud  in  the  appeal  to  tUoIr 
jmtriotisin.  Much  was  iniidc  in  thv  sentimental  Senate  of  tlio 
privilbgo  the  law*  voald  give  Americans  of  going  ahrouti  in 
tlicir  own  shipa  under  their  own  Aug.  Tlie  pmas  was  uscJ 
Bhrewdlf  and  widely  to  gain  the  favor  of  the  public  for 
these  inciireions  into  iLeir  Ti-casiiiT.  Pagus  of  iidvortishig, 
in  ihu  dress  of  aowft-iiiatter,  were  put  into  prominent  jour- 
nals, telling  in  glowing  plirases  what  a  great  thing  Congreea, 
tho  Poetmuster- General,  and  the  steiiiuship  com]Hin^  were 
doing  fur  the  people.  The  umc  cditoriut  on  the  promised 
restoration  of  Amcncin  maritime  supremacy  would  appear 
as  originnl  in  joiirn:iU  t)ion»:)nd«  of  miles  apart,  A3  the 
panorama  of  journalism  moved  along  with  its  daily  shift  any 
observer  could  seo  the  methodical  and  biisiness-liku  wiiy  in 
which  the  gyndieate  "  iiispircd  "  the  preas.  Arlieles  about 
Lhc  "grciit  steamship  line"  appeared  on  tliu  same  date  in 
the  papcns  of  different  cities,  giving  the  iMinio  fucta  in  the 
same  order,  and  ncurly  the  f>amc  words,  following  *'oopy^* 
evidently  supplied  from  a  common  source.  Ono  day  these 
chimes  all  sing  the  immea»iiruble  snpcnority  of  Southampton 
over  LivcrjMKil  ns  a  port  for  AmoricaiiR;  nnother  diiy  the  nn- 
speakable  sagacity  of  ttie  Postmaster-General  In  giving  this 
company  the  mails  is  tlnj  tunc;  and  again  tlio  ding-dong  tells 
how,  but  for  the  liyndiente  atid  its  subeidy,  Iho  American 
flag—"  Old  Glory  ''—would  be  seen  do  more  on  the  E<eas.  The 
avemgo  citizen  who  reads  "his"  paper  is  no  doubt  duly  im- 
pressed. 

*'  Old  Otory  on  the  sens!**  cried  the  excitable  metropolitan 
editors.  "  Tlic  dear  old  flag!*'  "America  aguiu  Queen  of  the 
seas  I"  "A  new  era  is  about  to  dawn  on  our  long-nrglected 
commerce  V  Our  tong-ali«out  flag  is  about  t«^  reap]>ear,  hut 
not,  as  in  the  old  days,  as  tlio  symbol  of  a  people's  commerce 
It  signalizes  the  oommeroe  of  syndicates.  Tho  ilemocmtiu 
ideaufa  chance  for  all  has  been  aliamloncd  for  the  Hrir^too^ltic 
idea  of  the  favored  few.    "Poor  indeed  in  spirit  must  be  the 
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Americaa,"  said  tlio  New  York  TrUtuna,  "  who  will  not  Imil 
with  ftatiflfaction  und  prido  the  carl/  prospuct  of  tlio  reap, 
pcarnnce  of  tlio  ting  tii  Englieli,  Frciicli,  aud  Belgian  ports.'' 
Potn-,  fortunately,  it  whs  replied,  nro  nuiiiy  Amciicaiis  in  llio 
«pirit  wliicb  taxes  all  tlio  people  out  of  &n  iiuliistrj  in  n-hieji 
they  onco  led  Ihu  u-orld,  und  then  taxes  tliein  to  givo  tiiat 

[same  industry  :is  au  cvL'Iubivo  privilege  to  a  syndicate — und 

fsach  a  syndicate  L 

Tlicru  was  a  rnptiirons  chorus  from  the  press  becansc  Ameri- 
can materiatgand  Anicriciin  lutiur:irctubuuni[>l<)yu<l  intlieron- 
stmclioti  and  use  of  tlio  tiuw  vceacis  to  be  built  for  6iiheidic6. 
ion  American  labor  was  fi'cc  to  employ  iteetf  and  Aiiieri- 
IB  matci'iaU  with  no  ^ubetdics,  American  bonis  did  ali6olut«ly 
the  whulu  packet  businuss  between  England  and  America.* 
,  Now  Amertean  seamanship  must  reimiiii  cuntciit  to  l*u  em< 
ployed  to  such  an  extent  and  un  »uch  terms  as  may  hu'u  the 
iotcrciits  of  a  few  men,  under  whose  captainship  the  once 
glorious  exjiansian  of  onr  commerce  on  the  seas  is  rcpUccd 
by  a  system  limited  on  every  side.  ;  Limited  by  the  expea- 
sivciiees  of  entering  tlio  occupation ;  a  special  bill  has  to  be 
passed  through  CouH'^as  in  eacli  case  to  confer  tlio  right  to  fly 
tlio  Ainei-icun  flag  on  Hliips  bought  abroad,  and  for  this  the 
merely  lej^itimato  expenses  are  heavy — trips  to  AVasldngton, 
ippeaniQcea  before  Committees  and  departments,  with  expert 

'veprcaeutativcs.  Limited  by  their  Miiatl  mimlicr:  instead  of 
thousands  bnilding  and  running  ncwi)liipB,a  ecore.  Limited 
by  their  capital ;  gi'cat,  it  is  still  mnch  less  than  tlio  aji^rcgate, 
if  all  had  n  chnnec.  Limited  by  the  narrovrncEs  of  view  and 
enterprise  inevitable  with  n  few,  however  capable ;  everybody 
knows  more  tlum  nnyhody.  Limited  by  the  lack  of  diversity 
in  opinion  and  interests:  with  many  men  of  many  minds,  of 
varying  forecasts  and  moods  and  gaits,  the  currents  of  In- 
dtistry  arc  kept  fuller  and  steadier  than  is  i^oeaible  under  a 
cliqne  rate.  Limited  by  eulfiehncss:  the  few  will  inevitably 
come  to  regard  the  cccan-carrying  business  na  **  t>elongtng  to 
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US,"  like  oil,  and  with  their  «rusliiog  irealtli  will  treat  Ml 
''bl:a-kiitailei%"  iiitrtidure  with  vmw  sliipe  miil  uew  inetliods. 
Litiiitt<(]  b^'  tliQ  itupuB^ibility  the  sulisid^'  sjr&tein  uiipofcs  npoti 
ibe  avL-riige  cicii:cii  of  cuinpeting  ug-.iinsc  the  govcrrnneut— 
sgutnet  himself  iiiti1ti[tliv*i]  by  utL  hie  fctlow^citisetis.  Liinitec) 
by  corruption :  wlicii  this  Fuhsidy  bill  wfls  tmiJer  ili8Cii&6io:i, 
BcprceoiitatifO  Blount,  of  Gcor^'ia,'  cillud  attention  to  tliu 
inetliodB  b/  wliieli  previous  Icgisiatioii  of  tbo  siime  tort,  "  to 
btiilii  up  tbo  Aiuerican  iiiurvUant  niarino  auii  increase  tlic 
comuieiee  of  the  countrv,"  bad  bceii  feouglit  from  Coiigi-CBa. 
Quotiiif^  from  the  report  made  to  Congress  in  1S"4-T5  hy 
licprusentatire  Kusaou,  of  Iowa,  be  showed  tUat  the  Pacitic 
3Iail  Company,  to  gel  a  subsidy,  had  Jtebureed  $703,000 
iiiioEig  tlio  uiuuibcra  uiid  officorB  of  Cungruss  and  other  per- 
sons inlUieiitial  in  legislation.  "Yunkee  mnvitimc  cntcrpri«v," 
tliiis  is  called,  Tlic  great  cJiptaiiie,  Bni't^ley,  Anthony,  l>o- 
htno.  Diimatvsq,  Cuiiistock,  Eldridgc,  Xye,  Maraball,  Hoi- 
dredge,  Morgan,  und  other  sturdy  Americans  who  led  the  nau- 
ticul  world  wbere^'cr  speed,  safety,  and  courage  were  calleil 
for,  outsailing  competition  even  from  the  land  where  "Blake 
and  niiglity  NeUon  fell"*— they  had  u  njanliei-  idea  of  enter- 
prise than  being  supported  at  the  public  cxpcDie  in  floating 
pQor-honecs  miscalled  tlonting  hotels. 
£_JT1iu  few  men  who  ai%  tlic  bcncticiarien  of  tiixes  paid  by  tbf 
ronny  will  be  powcrfitt  and  bhrewd  onoitgb  (o  get  other  dis-] 
peniiations  or  bcnuQtH,  pobt-officv  contract*,  naval  coutnicbs,  or 
niodidcations  of  the  strict  tenns  uf  their  agreement,  and  with 
this  help  from  the  ta^tpayor  tlicy  can  do  bufiinciid  at  a  Sgnre 
which.  ibongU  \'^Ty  romimerative  to  tbcmscLvcs,  will  drifc 
tlie  Qiiaidcd  citizen  competitor  out  of  the  bosinces.  /  UoucU- 


citizens  cannot  ask  for  aadi  favors.    Poor  inoa  eoulA  Dot  got 
iLein. 

It  was  tliB  old  spirit  of  rebate  which  sought  and  gare  the 
preffrencc.  Nothing  eonld  raike  such  Jcgislation  respectable 
but  the  extension  of  its  btiuc&ts  to  uU  Aiuerlcaris  owning  such 

'Oongnt*  IWoH,  8 Ul  CongTCM,  9J  Sc^ijoii,  p.  SBAI. 
'  Xr.  JaJw  M.  FoAca,  In  FomU*,  Fm  Shipt,  awl  Jt*/,H^ 
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eliipe.  But  no  Bnch  exleuaiou  waa  contemplated.  Tlie  law 
gave  a  privilege  not  to  the  American  flag,  but  to  tbe  owners 
of  tlie  American  flags  of  tlioac  two  eteamei-s.  "  There  U  little 
pi-oltabilitjf,"'  Senator  Frye  wa»  reportcJ  aa  sii^ing,  Deceinl>er 
2lf,  ISyS,  ill  tlio  Kew  York  Tribune,  fiieiidly  to  liim  and  to 
llio  policy  of  sabeidy,  "of  tlie  piissago  of  any  inoro  laws  giv- 
ing the  privilege  of  an  Anturican  registry  to  vetisets  upon 
tlie  biiiidiiig  of  wliiitb  no  Antcrican  labor  lias  been  expended. 
The  twin  litcnmers  CUff  of  S^cw  York  and  C'Ui/  oJ'Parit  bare 
set  a  fiieiiioH  of  wliii-h  tliey  will  be  tbe  only  exponents." 

Tbcro  i&  a  pool  of  tlie  etcainors  UctvreoD  America  and  Kniope 
Cftlled  the  N'orth  Atlantic  Stcaui&liip  A&dociatioii.  At  its 
uieetiiig  in  Ducuinbcr,  lSt)2,  llits  aseocialion  dUcuused  plans 
for  Inducing  tLo  ntniiber  of  tripe,  inci*easing  passenger  rales, 
vritlid  lit  wing  exetirsion  rates  to  tliu  World's  Fair,  and  di&uon- 
tiniiing  tile  Bteera^t!  tfaftic.  This  vi&»  duly  followed  by  the 
announcement  in  Mnrcli,  18It3,  for  whicli  it  was  pR-sumably 
n  prcparutiui I,  that  Kteeia*^  trnfiiu  was  renewed,  but  at  an 
iaci-coM  of  1-atce.  Pn^senger  rates  of  the  btgljcr  class  have 
nUo  been  raided.  Agreements  to  restrict  the  number  of  eliips; 
]>ooIs  to  put  np  rates;  sleanistiip  waf&  to  destroy  competitors; 
tlio  UBC  of  '•  pull"  to  procure  fioin  tlio  admirally,  isanttary, 
naval,  itnmigraliun,  and  other  guverniueiital  bureau^  here  and 
abroad,  regiitationit  ostensibly  fur  piiblie  convenience,  really  to 
tiiakc  biifiinese,  a&  uedily  us  can  be,  iiupost^ible  fur  othei's; 
lobbitt  to  buy  Icgielatioii  fur  privjite  intere«ti> — all  tlicee  nuy 
be  cxpcctc<l  to  replace  the  magnificent  and  ninnly  rivalries  of 
the  days  when  the  uiiUribod  Hag  floated  on  its  own  breath  in 
ovcry  sea. 

Under  the   policy  of  subsidy — tlie  policy  of  aristocracy,! 
exclusion,  scarcity,  corruption,  war,  and  loss  of  liberty — Iho 
r'conleet  for  maritiino  and  commercial  supremacy  beoonice  a  I 
contest  between  the  subsidy  lobbies  in  Washington  and  at/ 
Westminster,  Paris,  and  Berlin,     If  the  duko  who  is  at  the 
^  licad  of  one  of  the  great  EnglisTi  stcaiuship  lines  obtains  an 
inoreaee  of  subsidy,  tho  maritiino  dtikes  in  America  will  call 
on  Congress  not  to  &Uame  itself  by  doing  less  for  AmuricaiiA 


soft 
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than  Pii-liainent  has  done  for  Engl isli men.  If  all  the  EnglUli 
anil  American  )!□£«  pass  andcr  one  ducal  yoke — following  t 
intcruutionalizatioii  of  other  eyndicattitl  biisiiicsses  of  Great 
Brituin  and  America — one  liiddcu  liMid  will  manage  for  one 
pui-»c  the  make  -  believe  dnel  between  Parliamcut  and  Con- 
gre.s#,  while  the  unitiitinted  people  glare  ocrosB  the  ocean  at 
eaeli  other,  and  each  inspired  press  ciilU  on  its  government 
not  to  allow  itfi  commercial  supremacy  to  be  destroyed  by 
vulgar  atid  unpatriotic  economy.  In  adrocacy  of  subsidy — 
breeder  of  8ea-dog3,  nara!  contractore,  of  war,  and  of  treasiirj'- 
SQckled  eyndirates  to  fan  its  flarace  —  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Coinmereo  in  this  case,  "A  tleet  of  ancb  crnisers  would  sweep 
an  enemy's  comtnerce  from  the  ocean."  All  through  the 
press,  from  New  Tork  to  Texas  and  the  Pacific  coast,  every 
possiljle  change  of  phrase  is  rung  to  fire  tlie  American  lieart 
with  "jingo"  exhortations  to  subsidize  private  steamers  so  as 
to  increase  our  fighting  kennel. 
/  /  The  "American  idea"  is  that  indiridnals  as  well  as  corpora- 
/  /tions,  poor  men  aa  well  as  rich  ones,  small  towns  as  well  aa 
/  lar^e  once,  one  maritime  Slate  as  well  as  another,  should  bo 
I  encouraged  to  follow  the  sea.  The  old  woman  who  thanked 
\  God,  upon  her  flri^t  sight  of  the  sea,  that  at  lost  she  Ixad  i>oen 
\soracthiiig  there  watt  enough  uf,  lived  before  stibftidica  wero^ 
invented  and  tlic  »oa  tthrunk  to  l)c  too  smalt  for  all  the  p«ople. 
The  contnicta  made  with  the  International  Company  bind 
the  govomment  to  )>ay  it  ^.00  a  inito  for  fifty-two  trips  a 
year  (31C.2  miles  each)  between  New  York  and  Southampton 
for  the  ton  years  ( 1S05-1905)— §«ii7,6l»e  a  your,  and  !j;6,576,960' ' 
for  the  tenyeara;  and  the  same  rate  a  mile  for  the  eame  num- 
ber uf  trip  a  year  (of  3550  milee  each)  between  New  Tork 
and  Antwerp  for  ten  years— ^M,800  a  year,  and  $([.968,- 
000  for  titc  ten  jrcare.  This  makes  an  income  from  the 
mails  alone  of  ?!l,3.'»4,496  a  year  on  the  not-tu-cxceed  $10,- 
000,000  which  the  company  will  have  inveated.  At  the  end 
of  tlie  ten  years  it  will  tiave  received  from  tlicM  govommont 
contracts  alone  its  whole  investment,  and  more  than  one-third 


ill  aildllion.  The  AniortGUQ  taK{)a}*erwni  receive  for  Iiis  ehara 
tbe  pmSt  and  pteaauro  of  biiiug  foibiddun  to  send  Iiis  letters 
to  Europe  by  fLiater  and  cheaper  boatfl,  wtico  these  appwir,  iu> 
lliej'  li;ive  alieady  begun  to  do.  Tlie  triiil  trips  of  ucw  Bteaiii- 
cn  of  otlicr  Udcs  show  thom  to  be  faster  than  the  reeecU  vo' 
hare  bonnd  onrsclvcs  to.  "Tlio  Ameriflati  priiicipio"  used  to 
be  lo  send  all  miiilg  by  tlie  fastei5t  8!iii«.  Now,  to  develop 
the  "Amencnn  merchant  marine,"  trc  relieve  it  from  aU  do- 
ceesity  of  competing  in  speed,  or  anything  else,  with  the  for- 
eign marine. 

With  such  legislation  and  contracts  ia  hand,  any  syndicate 
could  go  to  the  banka  and  borrow  at  tlie  lowest  rates  every 
cent  of  the  millloue  it  needed  to  carry  out  its  plans.  It  need 
not  invest  a  dollar  of  its  own.  Good  enougli  "  collateral  "  for 
borrowing  would  be  this  privilege — praetieally  a  capital  of 
millione  got  from  tlic  government  fur  nothing.  Done  for 
favored  citizens,  this  ia  "tbe  development  of  oar  national  re- 
sources"; done  for  the  whole  people,  it  would  be  "socialism" 
or  something  more  di'cadfiiL  Tbas  guaranteed  dividends  by 
the  forced  ooDtributions  of  the  American  people,  this  com- 
pany, if  threatened  with  competition  by  other  lines,  old  or 
new,  can  lower  freights  nnd  fnrcs  to  rates  at  wliieh  others 
cannot  live.  Tbe  subsidies  are  a  reserve  fund  on  which  it  can 
finbsist  white  doing  other  business  below  coat.  The  vision  of 
lliis  will  deter  otbcr  capitalists  from  bnilding  vessels,  as  they 
have  been  frightened  out  of  building  tank-cam.  The  com- 
pany  can,  by  a  war  of  rates,  force  the  eale  to  it  of  snch  vessels 
as  it  w.-iiit3  out  X>i  the  present  Atlantic  Heet.  The  sclionie, 
which  has  progressed  so  smoothly  through  the  various  stages 
of  the  Postal  Siilwidy  law — the  exemption  by  special  legisla- 
tion of  the  two  steamerB  from  their  foreign  ditsabilitleH,  the 
n^;otiation  of  the  contracts  for  subaidica  until  a.d.  1005  for 
steamers  yet  nnborn — ts  an  entering  wedge,  the  broad  end  of 
which  may  e:ieily  grow  to  bo  a  monopoly  of  the  tranaatlaDttc 
—nnd  why  not  transpacific/ — traffic  and  travel. 

And  in  futnro  legislation,  tariffs,  and  contracts,  what  bul- 
wark of  the  peoplo  would  avail  against  tho  Wasliington  lobby 
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of  tliew  coniliineil  Ryixlicatcs  of  oil,  natnrnl  gns,  illtiniinatitig 
gas,  coni,  lead,  )ingcecl-oil,  rnilronde,  srrect-railroads,,  banks, 
ocean  and  Inkc  eteamshlpe  nnd  wlialebncks,  iron  and  coppeu 
mines,  eteel  mills,  etc.)    Tliese  beggara  on  iiorscbnck  —  tlwfl 
poor  we  'wiil  always  hare  witli  us  jib  long  as  we  give  eucii  alma 
— are  forever  at  tlie  elbows  of  the  secretaries,  ropreaentativc 
fionators.    Tlio  people  who  p™y  are  at  worlc  in  tiioir  ficMs,  oatJ 
of  oiglit,  scattered  over  tliousands  of  miles. 

Iliivtiig  evaded,  hy  tlie  P()nij)lai«inoo  of  Congrw*,  the  re-' 
(jtiirotncnts  of  the  BiiWidy  liiw  in  thv  case  of  its  two  non- 
Anifricun  stcaniors  tbc  roinpnny  songlit  to  bo  relieved  by  tlie 
Secretary  of  Ibc  Treasury  from  the  ncceselty  of  manning  its 
bonts  with  Americans,  &&  etipulatod  by  Iho  law.  /  It  was  un- 
willing to  encriticc!  the  foreign  captains  in  its  employ,  as  the 
dcspatclics  said,  "for  the  untried  men  of  Amerioaii  eilixen. 
fillip,"  rt'gardk'ss  that  one  of  the   stronyest  proiniees  of  llie-^ 
subsidy  givers  and  lukon  was  to  recall  to  the  itca  the  Ameri- 
can citizcnatiip  baiiisliud  thence.     The  eonijiuny  had  :ilready, 
driven  its  foreign-built    boatti  through  the  liiw,  why  not  its^ 
foreign  captains)    It  applied  to  tlio  Treasury  Dopartnunt  for 
permission  to  retain  them.    To  furnish  a  ground  for  snclt  a^ 
rnling,  the  foreign  captainB  bnd  given  notice  of  their  "inten- 
tion "  to  become  citizens.    Tlicy  could  not  become  citizeni 
for  five  years,  and  the  conrts  hold  that  such  a  declaration  doosj 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  that  the  otticers  o( 
United  States  vessels  sliall  \m  citiscnH  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  ruling  asked  for  was  refused   l>y  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Treoanry  Neltlcton.     The  question  was  not  dropped,' 
Some  month»  later  (December  %  1892)  tlie  Wasiiingtoa  de- 
spatchps  of  the  Pliiladulphia  Leitgtr  and  the  Xew  York  Her^ 
aid  i-ejKirted  that  "Secretary  Foster  of  the  TrtMury  is  disjxwcd 
to  accede  to  the  wisheu  of  the  company,  if  it  can  posaibly  be 
done  within  the  law,"  and  in  the  New  York  Trihnnt  we  rend 
tlial "  he  is  inclined  to  the  view  that  an  exception  might  safely 
W  made  in  this  case.*' 

The  raising  of  the  American  flag  on  these  steanaers — one  «t^ 
Now  York  and  the  other  at  Soathampton — in  the  spring 
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1893,  wae  made  &  atnte  ceremony  in  both  coTintric«,  The 
Proeidcnt  of  tlie  United  States  came  on  specially  from  tlie 
capital  to  hoix^r  tlio  oooasiuii,  tliotigli  this  had  never  been 
dotie  before  wlien  tlie  Amerieaii  dag  was  rai^J  on  veagt<Ii! 
admitted  to  foreign  registry.  Tiie  Atrierican  miiiuter  left 
tlie  embassy  at  London  to  ofliciate  iit  Soiitliampton.  Tin: 
vessels  \xkyg  an  1)011  need  to  be  tinder  American  cnptnins  traiis- 
fcrrcd  from  otiicr  elii)tB  owned  by  tlie  aante  men.  But  llie 
Society  of  American  Marine  Engiticcr&  and  tbc  Brotlorliood 
of  Stoaiiiboal  I'ilots  discovered  tliat  other  officers — the  foreign 
engineers  of  the  vessels — liad  been  retained,  Uiongh  they  were 
forei^ters.  Tlio  foniior  begun  an  agilation  for  the  pTOtocIion 
of  tliL'ir  legal  rights.  Reiiioiistiiinees  fruni  every  iiiiporlant 
branch  of  the  two  societies  from  San  FraiiciBco  to  New  York 
were  forwai-dud  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trcasnry  of  the  new  administration  wbicit 
bad  jiut  gone  into  otTlce.  Counsel  were  employed  to  pi'eeent 
llieir  cTif'Q.  It  was  found  that  one  of  the  last  ofBcial  acts  of 
the  ontgoing  Secretary  yf  the  Treasnry  had  been  tlie  order 
Anthonzing  the  iasne  of  lir^nace  to  foruigii  cngincere.     At- 

.tempta  to  procure  a  copy  of  this  onlpv  from  th«  department 
have  failed.  Engineers  hare  always  been  considered  to  bo 
offlcera.  If  they  are  such,  this  exemption  was  a  violation  of 
the  atatntce  of  the  United  States  which  reqnire  that  offlcera 
sbnll  be  American.  It  reversed  all  the  decisions  whii^h  hold 
lliat  declnrntion  of  an  intention  to  bc(>ome  a  eitizcii  does  not 
make  one  legally  a  citiKCUj  for  that  would  give  fon:igners,  iia 
in  tliis  case,  the  ndvatilngcs  of  cilizcn^hip  without  ite  diitlcH; 
and  iiidefitiitcly,  for  the  intention  might  never  he  cxccnted. 
The  order  of  the  Secrctarj-  niakoa  «  precedent  upon  which 
foreign  cnptaiiiK  may  bo  employed — the  objection  being  the 
same  in  either  case— and  their  reappearance  may  therefore  be 

.eonfidontly  looked  for.     The  appropriation  onec  got,  "Old 

iGlory"  is  hnnled  down. 

An  "American  Seaman"  wrote  the  New  York  World  that 
when  ho  ofTercd  hiniirclf  for  employment  on  the  boat  which 
Iiad  just  replaced  with  eo  nuich  pomp  the  Briii&h  flag  uitli 
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the  Aincrican  Iio  was  altiiost  Inuglifd  at,  and  was  toH  tlicra 
had  been  niiivtjr  men  on  boiircl   tliat  mnming  on  the  same 
crniiid.    All  gat  thu  Mmc  fttiswcr,  "We  don't  want  yon.    We 
emploj'  all  our  hands  on  the  other  side/'     The  articles  circn- 
tatcd  throughout  the  country  to  create  public  opinion  in  favor 
of  thcfie  enlsidics  dvcU  nincit  on  the  "glory"  and  Advantage 
of  hflving  Americana  in  connnand  of  these  vcssoU  with  a  fnll 
American  force  nndcr  ihcm.     But  thc^abeidy  eecni'vd,  u'csoo 
thc«e  American  vessels,  whiclt  may  be  called  upon  to  take 
part  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  are  mannod  by  British  en-,i 
ginccra  and  Britieh  seamen.     Tlio  lower  compensation  theyj 
are  aocnetomed  to  will  help  keep  down  the  coet  of  mnnhin^i 
the  other  vessels  to  be  bnllt  for  the  line. 

The  secretary  by  whom  this  wne  done  was  lie  who,  ns  pres- 
ident of  a  GuboTdinato  corporation  of  the  oil  eombinntion,  had 
been  tho  commanding  officer  at  the  front  in  the  great  battle 
with  Toledo.'  AVhen  he  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  the 
Trcaanry,  Senator  Payne  made  himself  consptcnons  by  wy 
Hcititig  Biipport  among  the  Dcmocrate  for  tho  confirmation 
of  this  Iteptiblicaa.  "  lie  could  not  be  chosen  to  the  Toledo 
Council  from  any  ward  to-day,**  aaid  the  New  York  TYomv, 
February  23,  1891,  '*  so  hitter  is  the  feeling  against  him," 
and  the  enme  paper  declared  that  hiit  defeat  in  Oliio  as  a  cnn- 
didate  for  Cotigrese  in  1890  was  entirely  dne  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the  oil  combination.  But  though  of  so  little  politi* 
cal  powur  that  he  conid  not  command  a  majority  of  the  voles 
in  his  own  Congrctsional  district,  there  was  influence  behind 
him  which  conld  got  the  bead  of  his  party  and  the  govern- 
ment to  put  him  in  tho  seat  illuslriouft  with  the  memory  of 
ench  men  as  Alexander  Hamilton  and  Salmon  P.  Chase.  "The 
objection  lo  Governor  FoBter  as  Secretary  of  the  Treaiinrr, 
that  tie  was  an  associate  in  bnsincsa  of  tho  mcmtiera  of  the 
great  oil  trust,"  said  the  Kew  York  Preat,  "President  Har- 
rieon  did  not  regard  as  serions  cnongh  to  hare  any  weight." 
It  was  pointed  out  by  the  Bufialo  Courier  cditoridlly,  Fobra- 
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arjr  33,  1691,  nnd  otiier  pn]>era,  lliat  tlio  oil  trust,  n-liicit  Mr. 
Foster  had  been  serving,  "  is  not  t>n\j  a  lienry  expcrtcr  bnt  a 
icnvy  i III pnrtpr,  espocFally  of  tm  plate,  and   iR  nti  extensive 

'claimant  fiir  rebates  of  titily  nn  tlic  tin  of  cans  in  wliicli  oil  is 
exported." 

An  \W.\\\  itf  Afisopiatcd  Prcea  newB  in  Doccinljcr,  18(19,  eajs 
that  tUo  Sccrctnrj  of  tlic  Trcneary  liae  jnet  decided  that  the  oil 
combinntion  elmll  be  paid  by  tlie  Treasury  a  dravrb«ck  of  the 
duties  it  lias  paid  on  iiiipoi'tcd  etecl  hoops  for  barrels  in 
which  it  exports  oil.  "  Ii  isn't  pleflBnnI,"  said  the  Xew  York 
WorU,  editorially,  February  S3,  1S91,  "to  liave  a  Secretary 
of  the  Tn-asiiry  who  holds  intimate  relrttinns  with  the  oil 
triifit."  It  is  through  the  Secrctflry  of  the  Treasury  tlint  tlic 
COiniMiiiy  receives  tlic  mail  8tiWidic«  of  millions  a  year.  All 
the  etitistips  aikI  nfficial  pnblicatioiis  with  regard  to  the  "  de- 
cline of  American  shipping"  and  "foreign  competition  with 
Amcricnn  oil,'*  and  abont  the  tnritT,  ns  on  oil.  coal,  steel,  tin, 

,etc.,  ani]  many  other  ftnancial  and  conHiiercIal  innttena  of 
pecnniiiry  concern  to  tliem,  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Seci-e- 
tiiry  of  the  Treaewry.  Tho  Treaenry  Depart  in  en  t'e  Coniinift. 
eioner  of  Xavigation,  in  1S93,  send**  circulars  to  the  lioartls  of 
trade  and  chambers  of  commerce  all  over  llic  cuuiitry,  culling 
«ttcnlion  to  tlic  small  ftinonnt  of  money  paid  by  oor  govern- 

lAient  to  American  etcnmcra  for  the  mails,  and  advocating  the 

'  QstabliBlniicnt  of  a  mcrclinnt  marine  and  naval  reserve  on  the 
principle  adopted  by  Great  Britain— t.*.,  tho  payment  of  sub- 
Bidics. 

When  Senator  Hoar,  spcnking  of  the  oil  conihiiialion  in  the 

I'debnto  on  the  Payne  case,'  aekud,  shai-ply :  "  Is  it  represented 
in  the  Cabinet  at  this  moment  V'  he  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  tho  Xiivy.  SubBidy  had  not  then  insinuntod  itself  into  tlio 
ftolicy  of  tho  gorcrnnicnt ;  but  when  that  eamj!,  the  nses  of  a  ^ 
Socrotaiy  of  the  Xavy  were  clear  enough. ,'_  It  wan  hy  the 
influence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  subsidies  for  ' 

[these  steamships  of  the  oil  trust  were  got  through  Congress. }. 
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^  6  "iie  SiiTKai-'  if  'iie  5iivy  wtiD  i^^B  luan  Cie  jOweti  .rf 
-ii*  iiiin«  ■T'r-^'-ng-  muMinm  •  sid  iiia  snuinga  its  aaicatc 
in*>n  ~it>  ?  jar-)&»  DanarsnBic  viiiuh.  jrvmria  :^  .khicicb 
intt  in*m  -le  r.-^sBHrx  LJcaurzasic  waitiii  nays.  Lt  ±it  msii 
>c  -le  M'rtnir  miirs  if  zie  •aBon  -if  L^J-^W  if  di*  Ffrr- 
ifsr  <!->rT:r'«!9L  iwm  :iitt  Tiasnc  reeomniiBiiiaciin^  made  :a 
i«s»>n  ~>i  'ati  !!^i''-u  OHnmicse.  'if  zw  ame  Ssncuy  ']C  ^~:if 
Xi—  -v'lti  iMi  -jtiaiHtt  rir*»Tiri  ins  siobut'  saaaaL  iaETBiucii:r 
■»»  jii"-!  iiis*!r-ii«L  *I_Hhi.  HH'i  ^^  jDUTTinr-aiHiL  air  ne  pnr- 
■^hade  1-  1 : K"t-f:  ir».  I:  Jr  m  enei^Biuv-.  niii  iie  «nat'c 
*ji:  s:*:tt4  fir  -le  Xft  'r.iinniicwt  Oi  ziB  Stiwne.  Te 
3.t:k.*-.  T-Li  7;  w  wmrJC  i^-  -iig  5«rr«ar«-  -jc  fia  Sii-'y:  Vien 
im:  T  ;nr*  tth  ul  Ius  iisci^cun.  Tie  ir^  ■»■»  :a  '»  iseii  f  .c 
A.^'ij".  J  iTdei.  jL  ziit  suiniiiicCTirs  -if  snaic  piaCK.  Tu  az:e 
C:oa~iss  ^wik  iiE  iie  -ixT-  -if  oantfraiffi  -if  bu.aci  x  ttia  •?« 
iLja*.  ::c'»;rjiii.     T!ie  ■jnTj  a-'ckiii  nine  -jf  nn vurrsniie  :a 

tjt  jUftouiiip  eciE;ii37'  xi^i^Lsai  .a^jsr.  wwt  tv^red  35  ~-wr 

tijt  i:c!:->;~ar:-:c  -;f  #Ij>»j>»  *a»i  lit  sbuL.^a.  *f  til*  tfciix 
■w*t^  ;  ■.■■.*  ;-  zbi  -jL'jzi^ax  *i  awmb^rs  *c  i^  <£.  {utn&macf'Xi : 
tia;  *.'i^T  ■»«*  -  osr  e:iiec»  ~  w^  wen  n«  *»niKS  «;*  ;be 
r.>^kft!,  m'a*  ^  Si-ij'Tjz  zbtt  cey  oai  ceai  ml  hu»  "iiiiWTSjt 

tx/n  of  ;.-l*  **we*B.  ti*  :cn-ii«t«>f  til**  siiae  bai  i«iffl  wtrlilield 
i'lT  »  year  from  liie  m^ee.  ct::'.  -xe  to  tae  rsIiM'  «  aif-liocs 
ii»^  a.';>rin-.Bla:cd.  It  wu  oaii  tEa:  br  AprZI  L.  l^X  :ib«« 
v^re  5'>»  UAs  OD  tlr>e  d=sipk  ibe  cstj  on  «£je^  u  t^«  <hii 
n:*:,  -rc-.'A  hare  Lcec  f  l^»A">i>.  Vbcdwr  thaw  iCidKc«Ei:a 
■w^Tt-  v.jT'^fA  or  no? — ui'i  in  the  aiweoce  of  «ficitl  iaTWCica- 
t>*r,  ;:  i*  iT.pout'vIe  to  tt'.l — the  namtire  aanren  fal'.y  the 
|r:.rj'.<-/jt4  of  ^riRg  the  DDiBicuted  ps'^iK  an  \ie%.  of  the  rela- 
tioT.Ji  tliat  msT  exiit  between  pablie  deputrocnb  and  rnnte 
iiv'.'iif^^iv.'i  -k'.'M  great  profi: — IfDt  not  to  the  dqnrtmea:.  The 
!t\'\-T'>\,t\:,''.'iri  was  pajied  Sej^mber  29.  1S90.     The  books  of 


>iirtincnt  eLow  tliat  the  Seci-ctary  titcrunpon 
made  contrncts  Willi  tlm  Canadian  Co[)|ioi'  OoiitpRny,  bjrwtiicli, 
ip  to<riiiie  I.'ith  ftillowiiig,  it  sold  the govcriiiiicnt  $321,321.86 

'worth  of  nickci.  A  lici;;atiori  ansitig  Kmorij;  its  BCucklioldore 
in  the  spring  of  18i)3  diecloscd  imioiig  thciii  no  less  closo  n 
connection  of  the  oi)  trust  than  the  senator  from  Ohio  who 
liid  »ereed  it  in  Coiigi-eas  from  1S76  to  ]891. 

The  iiiessagc  of  n  Kepublicaii  President  in  1892  coiritncnded 
the  special  legielation  in  fiivor  of  the  two  etcnmcrs,  and  urged 
Congress  not  to  fnil  to  a[ipropi'tatc  money  to  p<ijr  them  thi'ir  sub- 
sidies. Tlic  Democratic  IVstmaeter-Qeneral,  who  now  stands 
between  tlie  United  States  and  llicse  carriers  of  tli«  foreign 
maiU,  is  one  of  the  firm  uf  distingniehed  counsel  wIjo  de- 
fended the  interests  of  some  of  the  owneiB  of  tliix  steamship 
line  in  the  conspiracy  trial  at  iJufTato.'  fie  i»  to  give  them 
the  TOiK'liers  npoR  wliicli  llie  inillions  a  year  of  subcidiut  are 
to  be  paid,  and  bo  may  be  called  npon  to  consider  tiew  con- 
tracts. In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1S92  the  head  of  tlio 
oil  tfust  was  prominent  on  one  side  figtiriiig  among  the  olB- 
core  of  grent  political  masfi-niectings  in  Xow  York,  while  th« 

■auociate  referred  to  by  Senator  Hoar  was  the  active  manager 
of  the  political  fortunes  of  the  other  party.  This  is  not  a 
solitary  instance.  The  great  man  who  testified  twenty^tne 
years  ago  that  he  was  a  Republican  in  Republican  districts,  a 
i^emocrat  in  I>eraocratie  districts,  but  cverywli«i'c  an  £rio 

imtm,  has  now  an  army  of  imitators.  The  people  bad  this 
antliurilnlively  explained  to  iheiii  while  thi?y  were  dazedly 
vntching  the  speculation  in  sugar-trust  stock  in  Wall  Street 
and  the  Senate  nw  and  fall  with  the  mainpululion  of  the 
■ngar  tariff  in  committee.  The  president  of  the  sngiii'  trust, 
before  a  special  committee  of  the  United  States  Senate,  testi- 
fied that  tins  "  politics  of  business "  was  the  custom  of  "every 
individual  and  corporation  and  firm,  trust,  or  whatever  you 
call  it.'*'  Aeked  if  he  contributed  to  Iho  State  cnmpaign 
funds,  he  said:  "  We  always  do  that.  ...  In  the  State  of  New 

*Se«  c1i9.  xriii.-xxi. 

■6«MU  Report  Xo.  4S5,aSd  (^onsrtsu,  Sil  SluIcu),  Juno  SI.  1804. 
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York,  where  tlie  Democratic  majoritjr  '\%  between  40,000  and 
50,000,  we  throw  it  their  way.  In  llie  State  of  Maesicliiisctls, 
wheie  the  licpitblican  pnrtj  is  doiihtfiil,  they  prubublj-  have 
tbo  call.  .  .  .  Wherever  there  le  a  dominant  party,  wherever 
the  luajority  is  very  large,  that  js  the  pnrty  that  gets  the  con- 
tribution, because  that  it;  the  party  which  controls  the  local 
iiinttore'*— whicli  inchiile  the  elections  to  Congreas  and  tbo 
Presidential  election.'  Federal  judges  find  the  sn,^r  tniet 
not  mibjcct  to  the  anti-trimt  law.'  The  Attorney-Genera!  has 
not  got  decisions  iti  the  enits  a^^ainet  it  For  refnsal  to  answer 
Cenaiifi  questions.  Congress  forces  the  people  to  buy  sngarof 
il  only,  and  at  its  price.  Tho  Scci-elary  of  the  Treasnry  drafts 
for  a  comniittcQ  of  Congees  a  tariff  like  that  the  trust  needs. 
Our  President  \s  the  head  of  the  "dominant  party  that  gets 
the  coiitribntion."  and  he  joins  the  aiigrir  lobby  by  recom- 
mending, nnofficlbdiy,  legislation  in  il«  faron' 

By  what  law  jrivcs  it.  and  by  what  law  docs  not  take  from 
it,  the  BHgar  trast  can  i*«no  886,("i0,O00  of  eeenritics  on  810,- 
000,000  of  property,  and  collect  $98,000,000'  a  year  of  pfofita. 
Control  of  government,  with  llfi  Presidents,  Congrcssi,  Federal 
Jndgos,  Attorney-Generals,  and  Cabinet  Secretaries,  would  bo 
a  great  prixe.  Probably  none  of  the  trast's  "raw  material'* 
wontd  be  so  cheaply  bought  as  this  if  it  could  be  purchased  hy 
campaign  contributions  of  a  few  hnndrcd  Ihoiieand  dollnra.  In 
an  interview  in  the  New  York  ffiu-ald  of  March  35, 1894,  the 
dcbonntr  president  of  tho  trnst,  to  sliamc  the  objections  of 
picayune  eonls,  crioa,  "  Who  cure*  for  n  qwartcr  of  a  cent  a 
pound  r*    The  angwcr  is  not  far  to  seek.     lie  docs. 

'  SupplFmeoUl  Report  at  &!nftUir  W.  V.  AlVn,  ot  ihe  Souie  SpecUl  Comniit- 
IM  (ordcKd  Uajr  11.  18M)  to  laveMieaie  Atl«gnl  Attcnjits  at  Brilwrjr  bj  llie 
Supit  Trutl. 

*  1Tnit«il  ftutei  H.  ?..  C.  Kalsht  kCa.,tlol.  ColUyl  SMt*  Crrcnit  Oomrt  of 
AppMl*.  Thini  Oimilt.  Mat«h  Sfi.  1M«.  ISO  F«ltral  fttporitr.  p.  VU. 

■l.«U«r  of  PrvMdent  Cl«n>liii>il  u>  lloa.  K.  I^  WUmii.  Chaimian  naow  Cam- 
nitto«  «(  W»7>  M4l  Veotw,  July  'i,  IBV4,  r«i<l  Ui  Uio  Huum  uf  R>-i>fVfiw(iiUT4« 
Jut?  19,  1691. 

*>*ttti  York  Jotirm^  o/  Cwttumt  amd  Ctmtmtrtiitt  Satlitin,SQfiL  SI,  \St3. 
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—iMnl  Cohe. 

/Thbee  linndred  years  ago  Lord  Cuke,  in  tliB  "  Cuse  of  tie 
Mouujwiied,*' '  docliiriHl  tliesc  to  be  tlio  itiuvitablo  refiult  of 
moito|K>ly:  the  pritx;  of  tliu  commodity  will  be  niisod ;  tlie 
coiumodity  ifi  not  m  good  a^  before;  it.  tends  to  tlio  itupovcr- 
i£]i(Dent  of  ftrti«ans,  artiticcre^  and  otliers.  7 

In  I87S  nnd  1879,  wbcn  railway  prceidonte  wore  snying 
'*X»"  to  every  iipplicntiuii  of  th«  few  rciuKiuiiig  iodcjMtn- 
dent«  for  poeeage  iiloiig  (lie  road  to  market,'  and  the  oil  coith 
binjttion  wan  supreme  fi-om  tUe  well  to  the  lamp,  a  coiictrtod 
protect  was  made  agaiuM  its  oil  by  coiuiiicrcial  bodies  repre- 
senting trade  alJ  over  Europe.  /Au  iuternational  congress 
wae  licM  epecially  to  consider  means  for  tlie  protection  of  tbe 
Eiiro])ean  coiisauierj  by  the  interposition  of  the  govei'tiiiieiits 
of  Europe  and  America,  or  by  commerciid  uieasuree.  In  tlio 
Mrubiveft  uf  tlio  Stiitt-  Department  at  WiiKbingtou  are  tbe  doo 
umentii  in  wbieli  iImh  epi^de  can  be  read.'  At  tbiii  luonient 
of  triumpti  over  all  rivals,  ''even  what  was  elueficd  as  Bnperior 
brande  wiui  a  poor  article.'"*  The  KngH£}i  trudo  mot  in  Lon- 
don, in  January,  1S79,  aiid  remonstrated.  One  of  the  dele- 
gaCot  etatod  that  a  email  dealer  wlio  bought  of  iiim  had  writ- 
t«n,  tlireateiiiiijf  to  coniinit  euicldo  on  aeconiit  of  the  trouble 
thiii  pour  oil  \\»»  giving  liini.*  The  American  consul  at  Ani^ 
werp,  uuder  date  of  February  19,  1879,  called  the  attention 
of  tlie  Slate  DepHrtmciit  to  the  cuogrees  about  to  he  held  to 
cotiftider  tliu  eeriotifl  complaints  wbicli  had  been  made  of  lato 

'  H.  Ook*.  M.  »  8m  ch.  riii. 

■Sc«  York  A»«ciiit)ly  "Hepburn "*  Brporl,  Eshitiite,  pp.  ai4-1«. 
•  TcMivviiy.  N'ew  York  Atr^aM;  "  tl[ii>liuni "  Hi^porl,  1979,  p.  SSTB. 
•Sum,  ^  S«83. 
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againet  Auicnc«n  refined  petrolcams.  lie  gave  tlic  waniiDg* 
tliat  nnlcfis  tlierc  waa  an  improvcinciit  the  Belginn  goverri- 
niuiit  woiiM  interfere  for  tlie  protection  of  tlie  people  wUli 
rugiiUtioiM  whicli  vould  grentljr  embnrraBS  the  export  trado 
from  America.  A  bill  wns  iiitroduccd  into  the  Gei'inai 
Rt.-iclist;ig  to  protect  the  people  of  Germany  Hgniiist  tliu  flooc 
of  bA(l  oil  from  America.  Agniiiat  those  deaJiDg  in  oil  dao- 
;,'crot]s  to  liuiuAn  safety  it  pi-orided  penalties  from  linos  to 
lot>ii  of  citizBiisliip  and  penal  serviliide. 

At  the  coiigrE^Bii  which  met  at  nreinen  in  Fehrmry  were 
repreiitiiited  iiU  the  Kuropenii  imtioiib  of  an^*  importance  except 
France,  which  impurt&  otily  crude,  and  does  nil  il:i  retining  nC 
home,  [t  wne  an  indigiiatiuii  meeting.  The  coiienl  Ht  llrcnicii 
wrote  the  State  Department,  under  dste  of  February  27,  IS79, 
an  account  of  it.  It  wns  "  very  important,"  ho  said.  "  Dele- 
gates were  present  from  the  ctmmbere  of  cominurco  of  Ant- 
werp, Amslerdnni,  Ilerlin,  BrcsUii,  Ciu'istianin,  Copciiliagon, 
Danzig;.  Frniikfort-oii-Muin,  Hamburg,  Kuiiigsberg,  Lubeek, 
Uiiuiiheiiii,  Niirnberg,  lioetock,  Kutfurdam,  Steltin,  Trieste, 
lloaeuw,  and  Vienna." 

The  ''  united  rcfitiere,'*  to  explain  avay  the  fatilts  of  tlierr 
oil,  sent  a  rc]>rceetitatire  to  the  cotigrcss  who  waa  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  State  of  New  Vork,  in  the  pay  of  the  people, 
but  using  his  ofHeial  prestige  in  behalf  of  a  private  interest. 
The  eonsnl  at  Bremen  names  the  two  cliiof  points  made  in 
the  defence:  Fiift,  tliiit  the  refined  oil  wa»  had  because  half 
the  cnidc  then  produced  in  America  wae  from  the  Itradfoixl 
lield,  '^and  ia  so  difTt- rent  in  quality  from  the  so-called  Tarkcr 
oil  tl)at  the  Fame  quality  of  rctineil  oil  cannot  be  made — at 
liny  rale,  by  the  ordinary  proee^es  hitherto  in  u&e.*'  i>eeond, 
that  the  wicks  in  common  use  were  poor.  That  tlio  inferior 
quality  uf  tliu  Bradfnid  oil  was  not  the  real  rea^in  was  provedi 
by  Iho  fact  that  the  t^■fIned  oil  mauufacturod  and  ex)M)rlcd 
by  the  refineries  of  the  combination  from  the  crnde  of  the 
other  fluids  deteriorated  at  the  same  time  and  as  mnch.'    Tho 
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llreiiien  congi-eas  knew  iliis.  It  was  at  iliis  precise  moment 
— tlioiigli  tlm  llie  Dieiiicu  cungities  diJ  nut  know — tliut  tliti 
combinatiot)  'was  ty'wa;  up  a  f(i-CAC  inventur  nnd  baiilin^  ]\\s 
IftppiiratHs  to  tlie  jiiiik-yai-d  to  prevent  tlie  test  of  ii  new 
uielliod  for  irmking  bettm'  and  dieA|iet'  oil.'  I19  inctribcrg 
wuiilil  Iin.ve  Imd  tlie  benefit  of  it  if  euccee»fiil,  but  with  itio 
'Spirit  wliicii  men  who  6cek  e.xc1uHive  control  nixrajs  cxiiibit, 
tliey  did  not  want  to  cliange. 

Tlie  congress  declined  to  treat  witb  any  re8|iect  Ilie  excusei^ 
that  were  ofTtired.    It  declafod  "tlut  tlio  complaints  I'cgardiiigl 
the  inferior  qiuHty  of  innch  of  the  petrol«nm  recently  re-f 
ecivcd  fi'oin  Amei-iua,  and  especixliy  of  tli«  dilTci'ttit  brnnds 
of  tliu  "  oil  coinliiiiutioti,  were  "  f iillv  jnscitiod.''     It  conse- 
([neiitly  demanded  from  tlio  American  R'fiiKirc,  and  cKpctcially 
from  tlic  oil  coniliination,  "First,  that  tlicy  give  grcRtci'  CBre 
to  tlic  rcKning  of  criido  oil  (ban  tlicy  havi;  i-ei-cntly  done,  in 
ordoi'  that  llio  peti-olenm  may  in  llic  fitliiru  be  again  ae  free 
AS  it  formerly  wa&  from  ticide  and  heavy  oiU,  tiiat  inferior 
qnftlilics  may  no  longer  be  shipped  to  Europe,  and  that  the 
conenmor    may   again    receive    tlio  former  costouiary  good 
quality." 

The  snporioriiy  of  its  barrel*  was  specially  mentioned  by 
llie  head  of  the  oil  combination  to  explain  wliy  all  competitors 
failed.  "All  its  advnnlagta,"  lie  said  in  court  in  Cleveland, 
'*iirc  Icgitiinnte  biiainees  advaotagcs,  due  to  tlie  very  large 
Vdhime  of  finpplieit  whieli  it  pitrciiases,  its  long  eontitinance 
ill  (he  bnt;{neM>,  the  experience  it  bos  thereby  ncqiiirod,  tbe 
knowledge  of  all  the  avenues  of  trade,  the  skill  of  experienced 
employ^*,  the  poi^iicsBion  and  lue  of  alt  tlie  lale»t  and  most 
valnablo  incchitiical  iinproTomciit^,  iip]iliance»,  and  processes 
for  llie  distiliatiuti  of  crude  oil,  and  iu  the  m»niifaeti)i-c  of  its 
own  barrels,  glue,  etc.,  by  reason  of  wtiicli  it  is  enabled  to 
pt)t  the  oil  on  ibu  market  at  a  eo^t  of  niAnufaelnrc  mucli 
less  than  by  olliers  not  having  equal  ndi'antagee.*'  Bnt  the 
Bremen  congress  nude  a  special  attack  on  the  '* barrels"  and 
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"glue."  It  complained  that  "tlie  continentjil  pctroleimi  trade' 
boa  suffered  heavy  lt>«acs  on  account  of  inferior  Ijarrcle,"  and 
ilciiiatiJed  that  tlin  oil  comliination  should  "onl^-  tue  barrels 
of  wcll-fcnsoneH,  air-driod,  split  (not  sHwcd)  white  oak  stsvea 
and  heads."  It  uv^n  )»irticiilarized  that  the  harrcU  should  be 
"|>aititcd  with  hine  linsecii-oil  jtalnt,  and  finpplied  with  double, 
etroiig  he«d-lioop8,"  and  "  niuro  cnrefuUjr  gluud,  and  not  filled 
nntil  the  glue  is  thoroughly  dry." 

"They  were  siibstaniiiiliy  without  coin  petition,"  was  said 
in  explaiiRtion  of  the  poor  qiialily  of  the  prodnct  sent  to  Eu- 
rope, and  also  *'to  nil  parts  of  this  eountry.  The  quality 
of  the  oil  which  they  eeiit  wfl£  not  a  matter  of  firet-cliUB  im- 
portance for  them  to  retain  their  hueiiicss."  It  was  *'»  negli- 
gence which  cuiue  Iti  a  great  raeaBUi-c  from  the  aUseiici:  of 
com|>ctition."  This  witnc&s  wa«  aeked  hy  the  lawyer  of  tlio 
combination  if  he  meiiiit  the  committee  to  uiidentnnd  that  it 
''wa^  committing  suiiriilc  by  furnishing  a  conlinnouely  deteri- 
orating article  of  oil  to  the  coneunicr." 

"They  wei-e  not  committing  enicide,  because  ihcy  had  the 
btteine^  in  their  own  hnnd«  almost  exrlnsively  at  tliat  time."  * 
/  Tlii»  was  in  1870,  and  the  complaints  of   the  (jualitr  ofl' 
'AmericAn  oil  eent  abroad  continue  1o  thie  day.    £.\purt  oil,] 
the  Intei-aiato  Commerce  Commission  say,  in  1S9S,  *'is  an  in- 
ferior oil."*  i 

One  of  tlie  meims  by  which  a,  market  was  found  for  Ameri- 
can oil  in  Scotl.iii(]  wait  the  lowering  of  the  Hrilii^h  rpi{nirc- 
ments  in  1H79  m  to  quality,  from  a  flash -test  of  I'VO"  to 
one  of  73%  ao  that  the  more  oxplosive  Amerimn  oil.  until 
then  debarrot),  coidd  Ira  h'gnlly  snld  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  The  oil  made  in  Scotland  was  '*a  very  superior  ar- 
ticle— very  good  imloed." '  There  were  two  ways  of  getting 
the  market:  to  meet  tlio  Scotch  mannfacturer  with  sb  good 
an  oil,  or  to  indaco  ihu  gorcrnnient  to  permit  the  s:ile  of 

■  TL<*t)aKi.i)r.  Hea'  Tori:  AcHotbt;  "  H«|>lNrn  "  Rvfiori.  pp.  SM>-M. 
tTlKi'vlllu  kniKNlClli  In4i>poMl«iu'caaM.   Inurvtato OWibhcm Oominlulw 
R^jioft*,  mL  v.,  p.  4IS. 
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BSITISH  GOVERXMEST  AOXtXHT  THE  Sftmsff 


400 


eomething  inferiur.  The  latter  policy  was  itdopted.!^  Tli< 
govcroinent  was  induced  to  iieniiit  tlie  sulo  to  prirstc  cotiJ 
auriicr^  of  oil  that  wonld  ^veoff  an  inflammable  gas  at  a  teitlj 
pcrutui'ti  uf  73° — a  lower  tenipcnitiit'o  than  ofleii  exieta  in 
ItTtDg-rooms.  Mciimvliilc  the  government  coiitituicd  to  iimtt 
iipoti  oil  Hint  would  etHtid  n  tv£t  of  105°  for  its  own  nee  in 
tlie  iinv^- and  !4r5^  in  its  li^lit  -  IiuU)M>s.  Tlia  absurdity  of 
litis  tegul  test  was  proved  hy  Mr.  T.  OrHlimn  Young,  sou  of 
Mr.  Jiiinui  Young,  fotitidur  uf  the  Scotch  oil  industry,  iti  a 
Iftlcr  ly  the  Giiu'^uw  IhralU  uf  Mjiy  12,  1894.  Hu  iliowcd 
by  tlic  records  tliut  tlic  year  before  tlicro  bad  Ixwn  eixty  days 
in  London  iu  wLicli  the  temperature  lind  goue  nbovo  73°. 
Tiio  govvrnuKnil,  that  ip,  gave  its  ^miction  to  liic  £alo  of 
oil  wbicli  migbt  explode  at  a  licnt  below  tliat  ordinarily 
readied  in  an  Knglifeli  eninnicrl  Commenting  on  tlieetrnngo 
fxct  that  tlie  Scotcli  oil  cotnpaiiiee  did  not  move  agaiu^t  lliQ 
change  of  tc&t  wIml'Ii  lind  pnt  them  and  the  UriiiitU  coneumcr 
nt  tlio  mercy  of  tliie  explosive  Amcncaii  oil,  Mr.  Voting  eald: 
"  It  is  gciicnilly  iiitdcretood  tliat  they  arc  precluded  frotn 
doing  eo  by  an  agroometit  with  the  furuign  producei^.  I  bold 
a  letter  from  one  of  the  iuter«(ited  [varties  .  .  .  Rtating  that 
for  the  above  reaiM>n  he  could  nutdlecuss  the  matter.*'  In  dls- 
cuselug  ttiiB  matter,  the  (JIasgow  Herald  notes  that  even  pa- 
tient and  pnverly-stnicl!  Indlii  complains  of  the  "very  poor 
quality"  of  ihuoil  scut  there. 

The  Scotcli  papers  are  contitiiially  printing  indignant  coraA 
ments  on  this  action  of  the  BrilUh  government,  and  wonder-f 
ingintjnirieaaa  to  thcinflnoncoby  which  bo  iTijiuiiiiie  a  change 
in  the  regulations  for  public  protection  couM  have  been  ef- 
fected. The  Scolcli  inannfneturei's  are  conlinunlly  agitating  to 
have  tlio  coroners  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  procnra- 
tors-fiecal  in  Scothind,  make  particular  inqniry  in  nil  cases  of 
fatal  lamp  explosions  into  the  Bash-point  of  the  oil  and  its 
origin— whetlier  American  or  Scotch.  At  llie  December,  1S&3, 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  of  Great  Brit- 
ain it  \KM  declare^l  that  about  three  hundred  deaths  a  year 
occurred  in  tlnglaml  and  AVules  from  lamp  accidents,  due  to 
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tbe  cx)»lu3iveiic«i  of  tlie  Aiucriuao  oil  sold  under  tills  rodac- 
tioii  oE  lliG  tt»t. 

(  Tlic  a^Ution  Agaiiiftt  tliie  dan^rouioil  Las  been  increasing^ 
in  Great  Briiaiii  year  bj  year. '  Tlie  eul)j««t  his  been  invesli- 
gntcd  by  tlie  Glit»gow  Oimiib^r  of  Cummerce,  wbicli  found 
lliat  iiLtiiy  senons  ROcidetits  to  life  and  prupeiiy  had  lesiilted 
from  the  use  of  this  oil,  and  at  its  inevtitig  of  \lay  14,  1894, 
the  ctianiber  voted  to  pctiltuii  the  govL-nnnent  to  rniMi  the 
test  again  to  100^  The  Muiiclioster  and  Ediiibiirgli  c1iaiii> 
bere  of  eomuicrco  took  simihir  action.  A  nntubcr  of  other 
bodies  have  taken  iho  sobjcct  np,  and  the  government  lias 
bad  lo  promise  to  make  an  inquiry. 

Tlie  elatiatics  «how  that  last  year  nearly  one  in  five  (19.3 
per  ceiit.)of  the  fires  in  London  and  more  than  one  in  eight 
(13.24  per  cent.)  of  the  iirea  in  Liverpool  came  from  kei-o- 
Bono.  Tlio  oil  lifted  in  those  cities  is  4>riiicipally  tbe  dicupt 
AincricAii  ai-ticle  sold  under  the  towered  te»t  of  the  £ogIi«h' 
tan*.  But  in  Glasgow,  where  most  of  tlio  oil  burned  is  that 
of  the  ijeotch  tnannfnclurers,  ubo,  by  agreement,  sell  no  lower 
qnality  tlian  lOO**  test,  tlie  number  of  fii'e«  from  kci'o«eno  is 
lees  than  two  in  a  Imndred  (1.7  per  cent.).  At  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  tbe  leading  insurance  companies  of  Kdln- 
biir;L;b  and  Glasgow,  June  20,  1894,  cxpcrioients  were  made 
with  the  American,  KiiBSian,  and  Scotch  oils.  Tbe  Aineiit-aii 
vros  found  to  be  the  most  explosive,  and  some  of  it  tlaeiiod  at 
69°.  A  lighted  inatcb  thrown  into  tliis  oil  heated  to  SS° 
started  an  inalantaneous  blazu;  thrown  into  Seoteb  oil  it  was 
extiiignislied.  Experts  tcetiScd  that  ihe  cost  of  making  tlie 
oil  safe  would  be  abunt  a  faKliing  a  gallon,  and  that  if  the 
Americans,  whi>80  "solf-intcrcst"  and ''private  cnlorpriso" 
are  not  equal  to  a  voluntary  effort,  wore  coiii|>ollod  by  law  to 
fnrnisb  a  better  illnininant,  their  profits  w^uld  be  greater,  not 
less. 

A  rich  field  for  investigation  is  conceiilod  bonoalh  the  elab- 
orate system  of  State  inspection,  by  which  tlio  people  have 
sought  lo  protect  tliemselres  from  being  tempted  by  decep* 
tivo  prices  to  buy  a  sni-a  death.     We  liavd  seen  iu  several 


irsnymG  rjioji  sostox's  rate  marshal 


411 


plnces  how  tlie  SUU)  iiispeclors  are  in  tliu  employ,  at  the  earne 
tituc,  of  t)ie  State  and  the  seHer,  wlioiri  it  is  llieir  doty  to 
watcli  for  tlic  StatL>.'  Kviiicricc  aboiiiida  at  «-vcry  turn  of  ttie 
use  of  iiifipcf^Utrs  ami  iiii' paction  Ihwk  tu  ciuIkiiivies  uikI  even 
suppress  tlic  einaller  retiiitirc.  Oiic  of  tlio  liitcet  instAiices  is 
•A  now  Inw  it)  Tonnouoc,  w1iJl-1i  puts  tpccUl  difliculties  in  the 
way  of  oil  rencliing  tlic  State  by  i-ivei-,  tiio  avenue  to  u-liidi 
iridepondciit  rctinore  nre  forced  by  tl)o  disci'iiiiiimlioiiB  of  llie 
railroad.  We  saw  an  inspector  of  tlie  Slate  of  New  York  ap- 
pear at  tiic  Bi'cinera  congress  as  tlie  avowed  rcpieacutativc  of 
tlio  **  united  rufinerice,"  complaints  of  M-|ioec  bad  uile  occu- 
sioucd  the  congi-ess. 

By  one  of  those  coinuideticce  in  wliicli  The  world  of  caiieo 
and  effect  ulioniidfi,  the  Fire  Mui'slial  of  Boetoii,  in  the  same 
year  in  which  Joshun  M4>t'rill  descrihecl  Iiib  frnitlees  efforts  to 
eonliniie  the  nian[ifiictnri>  of  a  tiiet-eht&s  oil,'  found  it  neces- 
sary to  warn  the  people  against  the  daiigei-om  stuff  they  were 
bnrning  in  (heir  hinipt?.  In  his  re]>oi-l  in  1S8S  he  called 
attention  to  tlic  fact  tliut  onc-toiith,  nearly,  of  all  the  tires  in 
Boston  tlio  preceding  year  had  been  caused  by  the  ex|.>io&ion 
of  koi'oeene  or  I>y  ite  aeciJenlal  cornhnntion.  He  got  emnples 
of  the  oil  used  in  a  niuiiber  of  the  [ilaccis  where  Sres  hnd 
occnrred  from  explaeiui).  and  had  tltein  analyzed  by  profess- 
ors of  tlic  Institntc  of  Technulugy  in  Ilottton  and  of  tlio 
School  of  Mines  of  CitliiinUia  Cullcgo  in  New  York.  Tlicy 
found  them  to  be  buluw  the  quality  required  by  the  Statu. 
Singularly  cnongli,  one  of  tho  Slate  oil  iiifpcetor^,  cx»niining 
iiiinilai'  snmplce,  declai^>(l  them  to  be  above  tlie  elandanl  of 
the  State.  The  Boston  Herald,  diecuseing  the  matter,  pointed 
4int  that  the  oil  inspectors  were  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  oil. 
This,  it  gaid,  placed  inspectors  practically  nnder  the  oil  coin* 
hinatiun^  wliich  lias  ways,  it  coiitinited,  of  making  things  nn. 
pleajiant  for  inspectors  who  imike  reports  uiisntisfactory  to  it. 
Tlio  fii-e  inArahal'B  concltieion  in  nil  tho  cases  lio  invcetigated 
of  these  fires  by  explosion  was :   **  I  have  felt  warranted  in 
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tnerj  iiutaiioe  iu  attribatingUie  bUmo  to  Uw  inferior  qaallty 
of  kerooeoe  used." ' 

(.  Tbe  Earopean  pr«te«t  of  1^79  folluwcd  clo6e  upon  the  Mie- 
oeMof  tlie  cviiiprvlictigiTe  nimpai'^t  of  1^78 *  ** to  oTcnomo 
com  petition."  Tlic  «artiiD{;  froui  t!ic  Ftru  Hanhal  of  Bucton 
in  1888  and  tlie  &ucc««b  of  tlie  mo¥e(i>eitt,  begun  in  186.V  to 
ftlint  the  itidopftidL'iits  of  Oil  Citr  und  Tltuaville  out  of  Bos* 
ton  and  Xuw  EngUtid  came  close  togetlier.  TUcm:  ara  not 
(wincidciicuft  mcrelj.  Tbe>  are  caaee  aud  effect. 
/  It  ie  known  that  a  practice  Iiu  grown  np  among  tlic  oil 
/iiiepcctors  of  Ibc  Sutcs  of  allowing  certun  refiners  to  bnad 
/their. own  oil  as  tliej  please,  or  letting  it  go  to  market  oa- 
braodvd.  Tliie  pcnnits  tlie  sale  of  anbranded  and  iborefore 
illicit  and  presQniabl^  dangcroosoil.  Charges  that  iiiepectora 
in  Iowa  loaned  tlicir  £tencil&  to  tlie  oil  combination  to  do  its 
owu  brjindin;;  were  imide  fortnall/  in  writin<;.  in  1S90,  by 
one  ill  thu  deputy  inspectofi,  lu  tbe  form  required  hy  Uw,  tu 
tlic  gorcrnor  of  the  State.  The  law  provides  tliat  elinrgcs  so 
made  shull  be  invvKtrgiiled  hy  the  gorenior.  Xo  investiga- 
tion was  made,  but  the  inspector  wiis  n<cnoved  jn^t  as  lie  was 
about  tu  laj  bufure  ft  grend-jurjr  ducuiiienur;r  evideiios  of 
this  nnd  other  violations  of  the  law.  This  inspector  declared 
pablicly  that  iiis|)OclDrB  were  in  the  habit  of  leaving  their 
official  stencils  with  companies  in  the  oil  combination,  and 
allowing  them  to  put  any  brand  they  chose  on  any  oil, 
Ue  refused  to  eontioiie  this  practice,  nor  would  he  brand  bar- 
rels  until  tliey  were  lUlod.  Tbe  representative  of  the  com- 
bination  in  that  State  used  every  device  except  force,  tlie 
iu>|M»ctur  says,  to  iudnce  him  to  conform  to  the  pnctice. 
"Don't  you  know,"  this  representative  said,  "that  if  you 
Icavu  1)8  rour  brand  and  get  into  trouble  you  will  have  tliu 
oil  combination  Imck  of  you  I  Yon  will  be  taken  can;  of." 
In  his  formal  complaint  to  tbe  governor,  this  inspector  do- 
dnrcd  thnt  this  representative  enid  in  snbstanco  to  him: 
"You  arc  the  only  fool  among  the  inspectors.     Wo  have  tbo 

•  Seoonil  Annul  Ktfwrt,  Fire  IknluJ  «t  BmUm,  Uaj,  ISM,  p.  9. 
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stenoils  of  llie  inspectors  at  every  otlier  point  whera  we  want 
them." 

The  law  put  upon  tlie  governor  tlie  duty  to  investigate 
npon  receiving  written  tioniplnint.  Hut  wlieii  written  coin- 
pjnint  WAS  formal]}-  made,  and  tliat  not  by  an  ordinary  citizen, 
but  by  one  of  the  ewurn  oftioialti  of  the  State,  tho  f^vemor 
(ImnHiiJed  tinit  the  inepetttor  back  np  Iiis  elinrges  with  the 
nflidnvits  of  witiieBseA — th»t  is,  the  governor  deinnndcd  thftt 
the  inspector,  wliu  hud  no  ])0wcr,  should  make  the  invcstiga- 
tion.  This  put  an  mid  to  the  whole  matter.  Tho  inepector 
could  not  make  tho  investigation,  and  the  governor  would 
not.  The  same  governor  refused  to  allow  tho  written  charges 
to  be  seen,  nttliongh  t)icy  are  public  dociimonlft,  and  Ihcj 
remained  invisible  as  long  ne  he  held  office.  Only  a  few 
waeks  after  the  removal  of  tiiie  iuBpector,  llio  Stato  oil  in- 
spector was  sued  for  heavy  damages  Iv  llic  owner  of  a  barn 
which  hud  been  biirned  down  throngli  the  explosion  of  bad 
oil.  The  ground  of  the  SQit.  wad  that  the  inspector,  having 
failed  to  inspect  and  condemn  this  oil,  as  ho  should  have 
done,  was  liable  on  his  bond  to  the  Slate.  Tlio  pix;ss  of 
Iowa  commented  freely  on  tlie  probable  connection  between 
degtnielivo  fires,  like  this  one,  and  the  cnftom  of  allowing  the 
oil  ring  to  inspect  itself,  by  which  it  was  given  tho  opportu- 
nity to  pnt  inferior  and  dangerous  oils  on  the  market  with 
the  brand  of  the  State  on  tlicm  ne  good.  As  fur  as  the  caso 
lias  been  carried,  up  to  date,  the  Iowa  courta  have  sustained 
the  claim  and  hold  the  itippeetor  in  damages. 

That  which  is  an  nninvestignted  cliargu  in  Iowa  is  nil  offi- 
cially RMcrtaincd  fact  in  MinuL-sola.  The  dfinonstralion  in 
tlie  latter  case  amonntji  |)r:icticatly  to  confirmation  for  the 
former,  since  the  parlies  in  interest,  the  motive,  and  tho  op- 
portunity arc  identical.  An  Invcetigation  was  made  of  the 
conduct  of  the  State  oil  inspector  by  the  Committee  on  Illn- 
minating  Oils  of  the  Minnesota  Senate,  in  1891.  The  commit- 
tee My  in  their  report,  which  was  adopted  by  tho  Senate : 

"The  testimony  further  shows  that  stencils  were  left  with 
different  oil  eompattlee  by  the  State  inspector  or  his  deputy, 
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hj  wMcb  tbe  eampanis  esowd  tfa«ir  bairels  oonUining-  oil 
to  be  bnuMied  bj  tbetr  own  einptor^  wi  tboat  tbe  »nperri«ioo 
of  anj  Stala  offiebl.  h  appetra  tlat  after  tbe  amngetneiit 
for  the  paroMttt  of  tlie  tofipeetoi^  and  depatw*  ealaries  bjr 
tbe  «!  compviiea  vat  made,  tbe  attitwle  of  tbe  inepector 
tonrdt  hit  dsties  mj  be  mnrnied  >p  in  a  fen-  words  of  his 
teetimoflij:  *I  am  noder  do  obti^ioa  to  tbe  Sute  uf  Minne- 
sota.   Tbe  Staodard  Oil  Coopan^  paid  me.' "  * 

The  methods  ooTered  bj  tbe  general  phraaea  of  tin  Mlnne- 
eou  Senate  Coiumiitee  were  deaeribed  nt  detail  b;  a  '*  com. 
mwioDer**  of  tbo  Oioaba  AitZy  Av,  whidi  foand  tbe  eatne 
Uilnga  being  done  in  J^ebraska.  Tbe  Bm  in  1S91  nuule  an 
elibonte  inreitigatioQ  of  tbe  manner  in  wbieb  the  oil  tocpeo- 
tinn  of  Xebiaska  was  execalcd.  lu  reporter  passed  incognito 
by  the  gnaidtans  of  the  portals  of  the  vareboose  of  cotn- 
paniet  betongirg  to  the  oil  trust  in  Oniiha,  and  stood  bj 
vbile  barrels  were  filled  with  aninspedcd  oil  and  loaded  on 
the  ears  for  sliiptnent'lo  Tan'ons  points.  That  the  people 
wbo  bought  the  oil  might  kn on- their  tirce  were  safe,  each 
barrel  bore  tbe  brand  of  approval  provided  bj  law,  u  fol- 
lows: 

ApproTtd.    7tuli  T<M  KS". 


By 


Bnt  there  iru  no  inepcctor  present,  and  tttc  barrds  were 
all  branded  beforehand  and  while  empt^-,  in  deftaiice  of  tlie 
law  and  public  eafetv.  The  reporter  stayed  until  the  cars 
were  luedvd,  the  doore  closed,  aiiil  ean-  tlio  trains  pull  ont.  It 
is  from  this  warehouse  tltat  the  greater  part  of  the  barrelled 
oil  consumed  in  KebrMskn  is  furwnrdcd.  At  the  n'srehousc 
of  the  same  company  in  Ncbmeka  City  the  reporter  fonnd 
tlie  same  thing  going  on,  and  there,  loo,  he  found  iho  official 
stencil-plates  oF  sereral  of  tbe  State  oil  inspectors  lying  at 
band  0[i  the  tanks,  waiting  to  be  nsed  at  the  plc«6Urc  of  the 

■  Joitnul  of  ihc  Smiu  of  Miiuuitia,  lian:b,lS9l,]i.  TIC 
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einplortld  of  tlia  company  to  brand  tlie  desirod  government 
j^iarantee  on  anv  ui),  rejj^ardlces  uf  what  it  mtas.  Tlie  Ttlinois 
iStaie  Journal  found  the  sanm  practice  permitted  in  Spring- 
field bj  the  oil  inspector  in  February,  1891.  The  Bm  re- 
porter describes  haw  tanks,  once  branded,  cnnie  and  went, 
were  tilU-d  nnd  cin)>ticd  and  Sticd  a<;ain  for  months,  n'iti)  no 
inspection  of  tbe  oil  in  tliem.  Dften  the  tanks  were  not  even 
branded. 

Tlie  Oninha  Daily  Btfi  of  November  34,  1S91,  gives  n 
airefnl  analysis  of  tlie  recently  amended  inBpcction  law  of 
Nebraska.  It  sliows  that  in  many  important  points  tlie  law 
iiaa  been  clinngcd  »o  as  to  put  llie  safety  of  the  penple  in  the 
boflrer  of  the  combination  which  enpplics  alntost  all  tlio  oil 
rased  in  the  State.  The  etandard  required  bas  becti  towered. 
The  liability  to  a  cliaixe  of  ninnslanfrbtor  for  deatb  rosnltiiig 
from  bad  oil  bns  been  eliaiiged  to  a  liability  fur  damages.  Tlie 
method  of  making  the  teats  has  been  changed  for  the  woiw. 
No  provision  bus  been  made  for  the  protection  of  travellere 
by  the  inspection  of  oil  used  by  the  railroads,  altliongb  acci- 
dents, and  serious  ones,  from  the  use  of  dangerous  oil  were  fre- 
qaont  in  the  trains  and  nt  stations.'  The  Bfe  said  editorially 
of  the  oil  combination  that  it  had  "managed,  by  its  ehrewdncsa 
in  enaeling  thie  law,  to  make  Nebraska  the  refuse  tank  for  its 
rejected  Eastern  oil,  and  at  the  same  time  to  crowd  out  of  the 
State  nbont  all  opposition."  By  means  of  this  lowering  of  the 
test,  oil  thnt  was  too  poor  to  pa«&  in  Iowa  conid  be  sent  on 
to  Nebraska  and  sold  there.  The  Bti  gives  instances  where 
this  was  done. 

Tboif<iV  continued  ite  investigations  in  1803.  It  declared, 
December  5,  1S93,  that  tlie  inspection  law,  inipurfoct  at  best, 
was  "being  still  further  annnllsd  by  the  ojieri  defiance  of  the 
leading  oil  cotnpaiiics."  It  declared  "the  leading  violator" 
to  be  one  of  the  principal  companies  in  the  oil  eombination. 
Jti  A  kter  i^sRc  the  Bet  printed  the  result  of  tests  made  for  it 
of  oils  pnrchflsed  in  the  principal  towns  cf  the  State,    in  al- 
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roost  ererr  sncTi  case  tbesa  afaowei]  tliat  oik  vliicli  were  bcloir 
tbe  test  were  beingsold  to  the  people  as  good  andcr  the  gaanin- 
tee  of  the  Stnlc.  Suinu  of  them  were  "as  saUt  fur  hmiiM^hold  qsq  . 
as  d^nanute,'*''  tlic  Ite<  stated.  It  SHtd  editorially',  December  15, 
1B93,  that  it  had  in  iU  pMicseion  ft  letter  from  theeccrctarjr  of 
the  lo\v%  State  Bo«rd  of  HcaUIi  fltHcming  tliAt  oil  eoridcmtiud 
hy  the  Stale  of  Io\v«  u  shipped  to  Xclmislii.  Tiie  oil  itieptH-t- 
or  of  the  State  mado  a  vigorong  denial,  but  the  J?w  rcfneed  to 
withdraw  its  stateinenls.  It«  teste,  it  said,  had  been  inado  bj 
coinpetCQt  chenii&tK  A  sDit  is  now  pending  in  San  Fran- 
cieco,  bronght  by  the  New  &aland  Fire  Ineurancc  CoinpaiiT 
agaiiiet  tlic  oil  cooibiDation.  It  li  charged  that  it  auld  luw> 
t<«t  oil,  that  its  inSatnmabilitr  caiiaed  Hre  and  deetraction  of 
a  dwelling  insured  hy  the  insurance  company,  whicli  was  eotn- 
polled  to  pay  the  loss.  Some  power,  cBrtaiiily  not  originnling 
among  the  people,  has  for  yeara,  in  Stales  where  the  inspec- 
tion litwa  rcqnircd  a  high  qiu)ity  of  oil,  been  at  work  procur- 
ing n  rodtietion  of  the  test.  In  some  caeca  this  lias  been  ac- 
coinpli^lin-tl  only  after  )>cr£ietent  lobbying  for  yesre,  as  in 
Michigan.  Tlio  test  in  Michigan  has  been  lowered  by  legifr- 
lation,  ae  in  Xcbmsfea,  nnd  with  similar  refiulls.  Tlie  reports 
of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Iloalth  ehow  thai  iis  the 
Btundard  was  lowered,  fires  and  deaths  from  explosions  In* 
creased.  The  Detroit  Tribune  of  December  27.  1891.  aays 
that  the  rednction  of  the  test  iu  Michigan  and  KcUradka  ia 
due  to  Ihc  avarice  of  the  producers  (refiners)  and  nothing 
Ices  than  eriminni  cnrclcesnces  of  the  Icgislfttorv.  The  dan- 
gerons  constituents  of  pctrolcnm,  ench  as  naphtlia  nnd  gaso- 
leno.  are  indi&tingnishable  by  tho  eye  of  the  hnyer  from  kero- 
sene. They  can  be  as  easily  mixed  with  it  as  liot  and  warm 
water  with  ctild.  These  rcdnctions  of  tho  test  in  variona 
States  permit  mixtures  tiions  hnzanlonit  than  dynamite  to  be 
sold  to  the  people,  Inlled  into  reliance  npon  the  State  inE|)cct- 
ors.  "The  adfunlngo  to  tho  oil  company,"  says  Ihc  Detroit 
(Miehigan)  7Vmr*  of  Apnl  30,  1891,  "is  obviona.  Naphtha 
and  gnwitene  are  worth,  jierhapB,  three  cents  a  gallon.  Ker- 
osene is  worth  three  times  as  nmch.    A  teat  which  altowa 
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ono  quart  of  kerosene  And  tbroe  quarU  of  gasolene  to  contti- 
tute  a  galion  of  in crcliaii tabic  illiiiuinatinj;  oil  will  euable  a 
few  more  colleges  Lo  be  endowed,  tlioiigli  increasing  tlic  dcatb- 
roll  iu  »  notable  degree." 

Onoof  tlie  demnnda  of  tlioee  who  are  conducting  tbe  agita- 
tion, noticed  elsewliere,  for  the  ndmiseion  of  American  oils 
free  Into  Canada  is  tliat  tlie  gtandiml  of  Cnnndinn  oil  inspec- 
tion be  lowered.  This,  says  tlie  IlnrnlUon  (Oiiturio)  Spectator^ 
vrill  open  tlie  Canadian  ninrket  to  Ilie  low-test  and  dangerous 
oils  made  by  t!ie  American  ombination.aiid  ''  restore  tlie  old 
order  of  lamp  explosions,  with  tlio  consequent  loss  of  lifu  and 
property." 

All  tinwrltteo  cliapter  of  this  story  is  the  cxperieuco  of  tbe 
Oliiu  oil  producure,  and  the  use  of  tlie  inferior  oil  of  the  Obto 
field  to  adulterate  oils  made  from  Penosylvania  petroleums. 

Lord  Coke's  diclniii  about  the  dcercftso  of  quality  never  hatl 
a  mure  spectacular  illustration  than  was  given  at  Oil  City  and 
Titnsvillc  on  Suiidiiy,  June  5,  1892.  Oil  Creek  was  bigh  with 
rains.  A  duui  bnrst  and  made  the  creek  a  il^od.  Its  waters 
see  nwny  the  iiuiitlicicnt  foundations  of  tanks,  and  rivers  of 
naplitlia  and  gneolene  and  kerosene  overran  the  riverof  water 
for  iiiilee.  A  s[>ark  did  the  rest.  Oil  refineries  took  tiro,  tanks 
exploded.  There  were  two  raging  seas  —  water  beneath,  fire 
above.  Men,  women,  children,  aniniald,  property  were  swept 
along  in  their  intermingled  wave-e.  l''rou)  every  overturnud 
tank  and  blazing  rcHnery  fresh  streams  of  oil  flowed  into  the 
sea  of  flame,  whieli  ulimbed  tlio  liille  fur  the  vieliuis  the  oilier 
sea  could  not  reach.  Those  who  escaped  ditjwning  breathed  in 
n  mure  dreiidfnl  death.  It  was  a  volcano  and  dolngu  in  one. 
It  was  one  of  tbe  most  terrible  catastrophes  of  our  tiniea. 
Even  the  scarL'-lieads  of  the  newEpapors  could  not  exnggerate 
its  horrors.  The  governor  of  the  State  made  a  piibliu  appeal 
for  bclp.  The  corouor's  jury  held  an  inquest  ut  Oil  City  npon 
fifty-livo  b<idies  at  on»  tutting.  It  declared  the  eaniie  of  llie 
calamity  to  tiave  been  the  gr<>6s  carvleBsneu  of  tbe  owners  and 
cnstodiaus  nf  9.  tank  of  iiaplttha,  in  perniittnig  it,  while  filled 
with  15,<X)0  biirruls  of  iiapbtbu,  to  Btaud  without  proper  pro- 


I 


tectloTi  from  fire  and  water.  The  tsuik.  was  sliown,  Uy  tlie 
teetitnony,  to  have  etoud  on  eaiid  within  a  few  feet  of  Uig 
creek  and  without  safeguard.  It  was  shown  that  complninta 
lud  boon  ro&do  to  the-  iiitiiingcrs  of  tlic  retinery,  whicli  wad 
one  of  tho  subsidiary  ooiiijtatiies  of  the  oil  trnet,  about  this 
tauk  and  others  before  the  disaster,  but  without  avail  Tlio 
Coroner's  jury  laid  the  blanic  where  it  belonged  —  upon  the 
company  wbo&e  tank  gave  way.  Its  verdict  ejtid :  "The 
naplitlia  which  cau^d  this  awfiiL  destruction  of  liTc  and  prop- 
erty . . .  wag  stored  in  a  tank  located  on  the  bank  of  Oil  Creek, 
on  the  Cornplantcr  Kami,  m^ar  MvCliiitncjikvine,  where  it  was 
built  about  four  years  pitivioiis  to  tliis  time.  At  tlie  time  of 
its  coiielruction  the  lank  was  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  frttm 
ordinary  higli-watcr  mark  iu  the  creek,  but  this  dislance  \ii$ 
Wen  gntdu^illy  reduced  by  the  action  of  tho  wator  prior  to 
this  flood  to  between  six  and  ten  feet,  and  this  lluod  fnrtlicr 
waeliod  away  the  ground  up  to  and  under  tho  tank,  a  dis- 
tanco  of  from  fifteen  to  twonty  feet.  A  part  of  the  tank 
bottom,  thus  being  left  witiiout  sopport,  tore  out,  allowing 
tbe  uaphtlia  to  eec-ape  into  tlie  creek.  The  evidence  of  the 
iratchmAn,  James  Marsh,  shows  that  he  realized  danger  from 
the  undermining  of  tho  'tank,  for  be  made  a  feeble  effort 
previous  to  this  6ood  to  protect  it  by  throwing  loose  stonee 
between  the  tank  and  the  croek.  The  jury  And  from  tho 
evidence  that  ull  persons  owning  and  liaving  in  custody  this 
tank  and  its  conteuls  were  guilty  of  gross  carele»«noss  in  per- 
mitting it,  while  tilled  with  naplitba,  to  stand  without  pro|>e^ 
protection  from  tire  and  water.'* 

The  company  which  owned  this  tank  belonged  to  tho  oil 
combination.  It  was,  strange  to  say,  one  of  the  tauka  of 
the  Keystone  retiuerr,  tu  which  Matthew's,  the  niillalo  inde- 
pendent^ had  turned  for  a  supply  of  crude  oil  when  all  other 
•ourcita  failed,'  and  whicli  liad  been  thereupon  bankrupted 
atid  taken  into  the  combination  seven  years  before.  Here 
vu  oDu  fruit  of  that  victory  over  competition.    The  coroner's 
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jnry  at  Tltnsvillc  rcprobatuil  in  the  strongest  terms  the  foil/ 
of  storing  oil  in  tarilin  within  reach  of  liigti-vrater.  It  called 
iipciti  "citizuiiK  and  officials,. . .  for  tlic  cotiiinon  good  of  all," 
to  do  what  it  said  wa^  "  cntirclv  practicable :  to  eo  locato  and 
guard  and  constnict  oil-tanke  and  other  ruccptaclcs  of  iiittam- 
innblo  petroleum  products  tliaC  tlicy  cannot  be  floatod  away, 
or  the  contents  floated  out  of  ihein  by  water,"  and  that "  in 
case  of  flood  and  tire  lives  and  private  property  cannot  be  en- 
dangered hy  tiieiii."  Altitoiigh  here  and  all  over  the  oil  re- 
gions tlio  buainces  tras  under  tho  control  of  one  com bi nation, 
and  bad  been  so  since  early  in  the  scventice,  the  Tituavillc 
jnry,  loss  coarageotis  than  that  of  Oil  City,  declared  that  it 
cotihl  "  Attach  no  lilame  to  any  nno  in  particular  for  tho  pi-ce* 
ent  loss  of  life,"  because  this  "  custom  of  storing  and  niann- 
factnrlng  oil  and  iti>  pnithictc,  rogardlcni  of  endangering  tho 
liTes  and  property  of  otlicn^  luid  been  allowed  to  grow  np 
here  aa  well  aa  nil  over  tlio  oil  regioiiF."  Tlieee  verdicts 
iiave  been  followed  by  suits  now  pending  in  tho  Pennsylvania 
courts,  claiming  heavy  dainagos  from  the  oil  combination  as 
respoiifiilile  for  the  dieu^ter  and  tho  loec  of  life  and  property. 

The  Oil  City  and  Titnsvitle  disaster  is  but  a  provincial 
affair  compari'd  with  the  metropolitan  avalanche  of  ruin 
which  ia  all  ready  to  moPc  npon  the  cities  on  New  York  Bay 
from  tlic  reiiticriL-a  and  tanks  along  its  shores.  Bcvcral  con- 
densed oceans  of  unignited  tire  are  waiting  for  such  accident 
as  happens  almost  every  day  to  some  gas-works  or  refinery 
or  tank-car.  On  creeks  running  into  the  East  River,  on  bays 
opening  from  the  New  Jersey  sltore  into  tlte  gi-enter  hay,  in 
tanks  wliofrn  contents  would  overlay  the  whole  sheet  of  water 
from  the  Narrows  to  Hell  Gate  and  Hpnyten  Otiyvil,  these 
ToIeancNis  are  dozing,  and  thoy  ore  light  slevpora. 
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iBB  the  ooml>iniiti»ri8,  trusls,  sjiidicates  of  modem  indod- 
try  organized  ecarcity  or  organized  pletitj  i     L>eaniMe  or 
cbenpiic^'f     "They  arc  doing  their  ^vork  clieaper/'  said  one 
of  the  oil  comliiriatioii  of  hinisclf  sind  liis  as^uciatoe,  **  tliaan 
any  rival  oi'g»nization  cilii  nlfoi-d  to  do  it,  and  tliAt  Is  thei 
policy,  and  by  tliat  only  vrill  tliey  eurrive."' 

'■  Wo  tliittk  our  American  potroleiiin  is  a  very  plicap  light. 
It  is  otir  pleasure  to  try  to  make  it  so,"  eaid  it^  lieiul,' 

'*  Oar  object  has  always  been  to  reduce  Mtee,  and  choflpoD 
the  prodaet,  and  iiicreiitie  its  coneiiDiiptiun  by  ninlcitig  the 
lowest  price  poseibte  to  the  oonsnttier,"  said  uitollicr.' 

Kvcii  if  tliis  wcrt:  tnic —     lint  Sit  it  true) 

Tlictlieii  president  of  the  United  Pipe  Liitciiof  tlieoilcombi- 
nntioiitwho  vi\6  iil^o  pruttdeittuf  a  »iil)ortlinatcctir)>orutii>n,  was 
a  witncBS  in  1879  in  the  cait  brought  by  the  Comnioiin-calth  ot\ 
PciiiiBylvaiiia.     ITis  refinery,  be  stated,  did  iiotbiug  but  make^ 
llie  oil.    "  It  is  taken  and  Hold  by  imotber  organixiition  " — tlift' 
oil  combination.    *' We  agree  to  take  tlio  same  prices  that  they 
take  for  their  oil.    It  iskind  of  pooled — the  sale  of  llie  oil."    The 
"agreement,"  ho  said,  is  "simply  to  hold  up  the  price  of  rcSned 
oil, ...  to  get  ftll  wo  can  for  it .  . .  under  eoine  arrangement! 
by  vcliieb  they  keep  the  price  np  to  make  a  profit."    Not  onlj'i 
was  the  price  fixeil  under  the  H^rreoment  "  to  get  nil  wo  Clin,*'l 
but  the  combination,  us  at  Cleveland,*  fixed  tlie  aiuonnt  to  be] 
produced.    The  subordinate  eonipany  wnsnltowed  tobavenotli- 
ing  to  do  with  the  budiiit*^ — except  to  do  tlie  work,  and  to  do 


■  TcMinMuj,  Cofnon,  New  York  Scoue,  ISH,  p.  ft7(t. 
■Tdtlmon;,  Trusts,  OoiigniM,  1888,  p.  SOT.      *Sune,  p.  tlT. 
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only  IS  miidi  ne  its  superior  ehoeo  to  permit.  Other  rcflnera, 
in  the  Eame  investigntion,  wcra  shown  to  bo  sufferers  from 
the  same  kind  of  ■'  grip."  Asked  wiiat  other  coiieorns  besides 
hi«  of  Oil  City  were  in  this  arrans^etnent,  he  naini-il  (lie  priiici- 
(laloiiesof  Titneville,  Pittebnr^,  Pliiladolphia,  and  New  York. 

"  Tlieee  companies  wore  all  acting  in  concert,  were  they  i" 

'*Sa  far  as  ealtis  of  rctined  oil  were  voncerned,  J  think  thej 
were.'" 

Capitalists  are  ueunlly  supposed  to  1)0  hard  of  tienrt  And 
head,  suspicious,  grciit  eticklura  for  "hlack  and  vrhite,"  snd 
careful  to  liave  all  that  ia  due  them  "  nominated  in  the  bond." 
This  iirraiigcuicnt,  hy  wliiuh  thlH  witneei)  and  hie  UBSociatespnt 
themselves  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  others — as  to  how  mtich 
they  should  manufacture,  n-hat  freight  they  should  pay,  what 
pHco  they  shotild  receive,  etc. — was  not  io  writing. 

"It  is  a  verbal  one"' 

The  purchase  of  the  refineries  at  Baltimore  by  the  oil  com. 
bination  in  IS77,  under  the  name  of  the  lialtimore  United 
Oil  Company,  was  immediately  followed  by  nn  advance  in 
price.  The  Baltimore  5»»i,  in  December,  1677,  eaid:  "The 
combination  has  alpeady  begun  to  exert  its  inflncncc  on  the 
market.  Oil  for  home  eonsuniptiitn  was  yesterday  ^jnotcd  at 
14  cents,  having  raised  from  11^  cents,  the  quointton  on 
Wednesday.  The  combination  will  not  make  contracts  ahead, 
which  might  be  interpreted  to  mean  nn  intended  adrancc  in 
price."  In  Bnffalo  the  manager  of  one  of  the  propertice  of 
ttie  oil  combination  said  in  evidence;  '*My  son  is  on  a  com- 
mittee, he  told  nic,  that  reguiatcB  the  price  of  oil."'  While 
the  trust  had  the  trade  of  Buffalo  to  itself,  it  hold  the 
price  of  oil  at  &  liigh  rate.  "  lu  Buffalo  there  were  then  no 
rival  works,"  said  State's  Attorney  Qninby  to  the  jury  who 
were  trying  il»  representatives  for  conspiracy  against  a  com- 
peting refinery,  "and  wo  were  paying  for  kerosene  18  cents  a 

■  T(«timDii;i,  Commonweal Ui  ot  Pentiiaylvuiia  ui.  PenuiylvEala  Rnitroiui  <taL, 

is'io.  pp.  8G9-«a.  43S,  nst-sn. 

*8uiraIoLubricuiagOitCoiapvij'M.£rctMt  «i  a/.  Supreme  Court  Ern  Cft., 
N.  v.,  1680. 
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gallon.    To-daj,  with  tho  little  Buffalo  company  in  tlie  mar- 
ket making  kerosene,  yoa  can  get  it  for  6  cciiU  a  gallon." 

This  iJuSuto  competitor  was  a  vet}-  modest  affair,  insi^oiG. 
cant  ia  apiial  and  reeoarces,  but  it  cut  down  the  price  of  oil 
as  far  away  as  Boston.  It  vetabltslied  tliere  an  agent  who 
"went  around"  and  "cat  tlie  prices  down,"  and  then  the 
agent  of  ihe  combination  "went  around  and  cnt  the  prices 
farther,"  ae  its  Boston  employe  described  it.  lie  waa  in- 
structed, ho  said,  **  to  follow  tlieiu  down,  ■ .  ■  only  not  to  sell 
at  a  1o«6.^  13«for«  thia  competitor  cauic  he  had  been  selling 
oil  ns  high  as  t!)>  cenla  a  gallon.  "  We  got  titc  price  down  to 
18  cents,  and  got  down  then,  I  believe,  to  8  cents,  so  that  I 
have  been  selling  tliein  atn<>e  then  at  .S  cents.** '  Eight  cents, 
then,  was  not  at  a  loss — since  he  had  been  told  "not  to  sell  at 
&  loss" — and  jut  tliueu  passionate  pilgrims  of  chcapoeBa  had 
been  making  tho  Boston  buyer  pay  20  cents!  "  I  liavo  boon 
Mlling  since  at  S  ccnts,^'  ho  says.  This  tcetimonj  was  giren 
in  1&S6;  the  redaction  to  8  cents  from  20  wag  made  in  1883. 
Four  years*  consumption  of  this  oil  had  been  given  to  the 
buyer  in  Boston  at  S  cents  a  gallon  instead  of  i!0,  in  ooDse- 
quciicc  of  the  cutrince  of  so  ioBrgnificant  a  competitor. 

When  a  member  of  tho  trust  v.is  testifying  before  the 
NetT  York  conrts,  he  referred  to  tlie  competition  of  the  inde> 
pendent  of  Marietta  as  "his  power  for  evil.'*  Aeked  to  de- 
line  what  be  meant  by  biii  pliroHo  *' [H>wer  for  evil,"  he  said, 
*' It  was  to  make  prices  that  wunid  t>e  vexations  and  liarass- 
JDg."  lie  was  asked  if  it  harassed  the  oil  trust,  and  the  cor- 
potations  coimected  with  it,  to  have  prices  in  any  part  of  the 
country  lower  than  they  fixed. 

"  Ix)wcr  than  a  reasonable  basis." 

"  Wluit  they  coneider  a  reasonable  basis  f 

»  Yes."  ■ 

That  we  can  nnderatand.  Rut  we  cannot  nnderatand  what 
tho  president  of  the  tmst  meant  when  he  said,  "  We  like  com* 

■  TMtiraonv,  Truati,  Congnw,  18S8,  pp.  81S-47. 

*  TgKiinonr  ia  ihe  out  of  0«oqB  Bin  m;  TnuUa  «(  lU«  Sluidan]  Oil  Ttusi, 
Ktir  York  Courl  ot  Ai^mmIs,  ISBS. 


petition,"  for  that  would  imply  a  natural  proclivUjr  for  felloir- 
ehip  with  the  power  of  evil. 

'*  Wlio  Bxts  till"  jirice  of  oil  in  N"ew  York  V  was  nekcd  of 
one  of  tUo  witnoKHOti  bvforu  the  IiiteraiiiCu  Coininerco  Cominia- 
sion  at  M'ashingtoii.  Thxt  m-as  done,  lie  said,  Uy  the  celling 
agvnt  uf  tiiu  oil  combirintion.  lie  ''has  the  price  marked 
iu  tho  New  York  Produce  E.\ch»ngo  dailj  —  the  prico  at 
which  thoy  will  sell  oil.'* '  When  the  rico-prc«idcDt  of  llig 
conipftny  rcprc*cnting  ttie  trnst  in  St.  Loiusand  the  Southwest 
was  oil  the  sUiuJ  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Conimiseion, 
he  was  asked  what  was  the  price  of  oil  in  tho  territory  in 
which  he  was  oponiting.  The  price  nf  oil  in  tank-cars,  in 
Arkansas,  he  said,  "is  now  and  has  been  dnriiig  about  three 
years  or  more — since  Mr.  Rice  conjinenccd  shipping  by  water 
to  Liitle  Rock — 10  cents  per  gallon.  The  avorage  price,  in- 
dependent of  competition,  which  I  Buppoec  is  what  you  want, 
in  the  State  of  Texas  is  about  13  cents  per  gallon  in  bulk, 
coveriiijj  tlie  wholo  State  of  Texas.  The  average  price  per 
barrel  wunld  be  nhuiit  17  cent«,  and  tLe  arerage  price  iu  cases 
about  SOcente."' 

"Since  Mr.  Rice  commenced  sliipping  by  water  to  Liltlo 
Rock;*'  "tho  average  prico  independent  of  coinpctitiou  in 
TcsflB"— these  are  telltale  phrases.  Where  tho  eombiuatioo 
mu  ''  independent  of  competition ''  the  price  waa  onc-tbird 
greater. 

The  committee  of  Congress  which  investigated  tniets  in\ 
1889  gathered  a  gi'cat  deal  of  sworn  evidence — the  details  of  \ 
which  remained  uncontradicted,  and  which  wore  met  only  by  \ 
general  statements  like  tliose  quoted  at  tho  head  of  this  chap-  j 
ter— showing  how  oxtortionato  prices  had  been  charged  until  I 
competition  appeared,  that  in  all  cages  a  war  of  cxtorminatioQ  1 
bad  been  made  upon  those  competitors,  and  that  when  llieir  / 
business  was  destroyed  prices  were  put  up  again. }  Losses  iaJ 


'Tritiraonr,  Iu.Jvp<:i»li'i><.  RvQuot^  AMooUtioD*  v§.  WtaUtu  N«w  Jtnk  ud 
PannarWnnia  ftailinml  L'oiii^iiLiiy  ttaltp.  441. 

*  TcKinxjar,  GcQfgv  Klii!  ti.  Louif villo  ani  >'ubilllfl  Uftllread  d  at.,  eue*  61- 
60,  p.  42&. 
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jmpctilive  ware  wore  moroljg  invcgtments  from  which  to 
[^mwdiviiiends  in  perpetuity.    The  "clit'apnQSs"  of  the  com- 
jiution  followed  the  olieapness  of  competitors,  and  wa<t  merely 
Bint,  one  of  the  approaches  in  a  siege  to  overcome  l:lio  inner 
Bitadel  of  cheapness,  a  8tr.it««^c  cheapness  to-diiy  or)  which  to 
l)llihi  dcarnesa  forever.     Tliia  bftttle  of  prk-ct>  is  ehown   in  a 
table  oovcriiig  tiflv  towna  in  Texas,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
^k&lahaina,  Tennessee,  (Teurgia,  Kentucky,  for  thrco  to   five 
^bears.     Tlie  appearance  tif  coinpetitivo  oil,  for  instaneo.  cat 
Hche  prices  tif  oil  from  15  ceiittt  a  gallon  down  to  10  in  Parte, 
HETexas;  from  25  to  15  in  Culvert,  Texas;  from  32  cents  to  10 
In  Austin,  Texn^;  from  16  to  5  in  Little  Kock,  Arkansas — 
evidently  a  v&r  price ;  from  ID  to  S4  in  Hantevillo,  Alabama; 
B^m  16  to  8  in  Memphis,  Tcnnoseee,  nnd  m  on.*    The  com- 
^nniltoe  of  Congi-cas  submit  pnges  of  evidGtico  of  the  reiinpo- 
altion  of  high  prices  the  moment  conipetiliou  waa  killed  off. 
If  the  coinhinallon  found  a  rival  dealer  ont  of  oil  for  only 
s  day  it  "popped  the  price*  np  3^  cent*."*     "One  day,'* 
^vroto  one  of  the  dcalere,  "oil  le  up  to  30  cents  atid  over,  and 
rh«n  Any  person  attempts  to  import  here,  other  tlian  tlie 
'of  the  oil  combination,'  it  is  pnt  down  to  7  oonts  a 
ion. 

Prices  were  freqnently  put  higher  after  the  war  than  before. 

In  tlie  debate  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  hst  year  on  the  pro- 

l1  to  reduce  the  Canadian  tariff,  supported  by  a  strong  lob- 

bj  from  the  American  oil  trnet,  it  was  shown  by  afiidavils  that 

,Schnn,  Alabama,  oil  wae  reduced  during  the  *' war "  against 

le  retiners  to  8  from  15  cents.     After  "competition  vu 

B,"  in  the  language  of  the  South  Improvement  Com- 

'ooiltract.,  the  price  was  put  up.  not  to  15  cents  where 

lad  been,  but  to  25  eenu.     In  the  same  debate  a  Urge 

of  afiidn<rits  were  exhibited  showing  how  tlie  prico 

by  the  oil  trust  in  America  %'aricd  in  places  near 

other  in  arbitrary  and  extraordinary  ways,  aa  7  cents 

ikt  Port  Huron,  Micbignn,  ond  14i  cents  at  Bay  City, 

[i<,  Tmiu,  CongrtM,  18BS,  pp.  SO9-I0.  ■S4nw,  p.  731. 
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only  a  few  miloa  dielnnt.  Cndor  llie  rnle  of  tho  trnat  prices 
are  on  a  mcchAiiical  b»8ie  cvorywliere,  from  tlie  retail  mftrkcla 
to  the  eeabonrd,  vTlicre  the  refined,  tlie  manufnctiireiJ  article, 
is  qnotcd  at  a  lower  price  than  tlie  crnde,  iie  raw  material.' 

In  the  report  of  the  tenth  IToited  State*  cenens  in  ISSfl,  on 
the  necossnnea  of  life,  the  retail  price  of  kerosene  is  jjivcn 
for  ihirty-Jive  places.  At  a  few  of  these  there  wns  competi- 
tion; there  the  price  n-ae  12^  to  15  cents  a  gallon.  At  nil 
other  pointH  it  ranf^ed  from  20  to  33  eeiilB.  Snch  fi  tux  on 
tho  400,000,000  jralions  of  oil  consumed  in  thift  country  \»  tlie 
oiily  kiud  of  iiiconictax  that  is  "  Amoricnn." 

Application  was  made  in  May,  3894,  by  tlie  Central  Labor 
Union  of  New  York  City  to  the  Attorney-General  of  tlie  State 
to  vacate  the  charter  of  the  principal  corporation  in  the  oil 
trust.  In  the  nrgiimont  to  support  it,  it  wag  ghown  that  New 
York  consumers  were  then  paying  twice  ng  much  for  their 
lamp-oil  Afl  the  people  of  Philadelphia,  and  three  timea  as 
mnch  ft9  the  foreign  consnincr  buying  in  New  York  for  ex- 
port. 

The  trust,  notwithstanding  itB  powers  of  "prodncing  the 
very  beat  oil  at  the  loweet  possible  price,"  eompols  dealers  to 
aigii  away  their  rijilits  to  bny  oil  where  they  can  buy  it  tho 
cheapest  or  beet.  When  opposition  is  encountered  from  any 
of  the  retailers  in  a  town  the  plan  of  cannpaign  of  its  "  war" 
is  very  simple.  Some  ono  is  found  who  is  willing  for  liiie  to 
sell  \m  oils  at  a  cut  price  until  the  rest  are  made  sic):  enouj^h 
to  enrrander.  Then  contracts  are  rnadc  with  all  the  doilers, 
binding  them  to  buy  of  tie  one  eUe,  and  prices  are  put  up  to 
ft  point  at  wliich  a  handsome  profit  is  sBSnred.  After  this 
^mpetitors  can  find  no  dealer  through  whom  to  sell,  and  tlie 
3n«iinver  can  get  no  oil  but  that  of  tlic  monopoly.  Price  and 
itiality  arc  both  thenceforth  snch  m  the  combination  chooses 

■  make  them.  There  are  bargains  in  oil,  bnt  one  party  nukea 
both  sidee  of  thciu.  'MVe  do  rot  wish  to  ruin  you  witlioni 
giving  yon  another  cliance,"  said  an  agent  of  the  combiuation 


<  Sm  elH.  sli.  uiil  xszi. 
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geotlj  to  a  menrhant  wbo  perttsted  id  sdlii^  oppoiitioo  oQ. 
"Look at  tliumap;  we  bave  tl>e  coaotij diriiled  iDiodutricts. 
If  -jon  iDsiat  OQ  war  we  will  cat  tbe  prices  to  voor  t«:rrilorjr 
to  anr  necMeary  extent  to  dcetroy  jon,  but  we  l<«e  notliin^. 
Wc  sitnpljr  make  a  coiretpondiDg  advance  to  eome  otber  di»- 
triet.  Y<fa  loec  cvcrjrtfaing.  W«  cannot  bj  adj  poesibilitj 
loM  any  thing." 

Oalj  Iiy  tbDS  oootncting  tbetnttlres  oat  of  their  rigltte 
eoiild  these  ^Tree"  merchauta  get  oil  witli  which  to  fiipply 
their  cQBtocnerB.  "Their  ageot,"  wrote  a  dealer  of  Hot 
Spriogs,  Arkansas,  "has  tnsde  threata  to  some  of  our  tner- 
clianta  that  they  inofit  or  fihall  buj  oil  from  Uiem  aod  no  one 
el*e,  or  if  oilicrwiee  the/  would  come  here  and  ruin  theia — \>y 
fair  means  if  thejr  oontd,  by  underliand  ways  if  neceMarj.** 
Another  firm  !n  Pine  BInff,  Arkansas,  wrote  that  the  agent 
of  tlie  combination  had  called  npoo  them  and  several  of  the 
other  targe  dealers  to  make  a  "contract, . . .  and,  failing  to  do 
io,  in  a  ehiirt  time  he  threatens  opening  &  retail  hoofic,"  as  at 
Colamboe.'  Another  wrote,  Deoctnbcr  13,  IS86,  from  Xava- 
sota  that  tbo  monopoly  ''  will  not  sell  nnlcss  yon  sigii  an  obli- 
gation to  boy  from  them  and  them  only.'' ' 

This  maintenance  of  prices  until  some  ''power  for  evil" 
appears  with  lower  rates,  then  wars  to  kill,  and  raising  of 
prices  if  the  war  ends  in  victory — these  phenomena  of  cheap- 
ness continne  to  date.  Many  chapters  coiiM  be  filled  with 
accounts  of  these  wars  of  which  record  has  been  kept  To 
merely  name  the  battle-ficMB  would  reqnirc  piiges.  When  tho 
combination,  tliroiigli  its  agents,  attacked  Toledo  in  the  conrta 
for  undertaking  tbe  municipal  supply  of  natural  gas,  it 
"urged,'*  as  it  is  qnotcd  in  ttic  language  of  tbo  decision,  "  that 
tbe  main  object  and  primary  purpose  of  the  act  is  to  enable 
tbo  city  to  supply  its  individual  tnbabitants  witli  fiicl  for  pri- 
vato  nsc  and  consainption  at  a  cheaper  rate  tlian  they  ciu  ob- 
tain it  from  other  sources.'*  TIio  act  of  tbo  Lcgielatnro  gave 
Toledo  "a  power  for  evil."    At  Denver  oil  was  sold  at  2A 
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ceiits  a  gallon  until  «tt  itidependcnt  company  begnii  re6ning 
tliu  petrultiuin  wtjicli  abaiitids  in  tliu  liucky  Moiiiitaiii  bnsin. 
Duriiijf  ttie  Colorado  war  of  1S92  all  tlie  fiuniliar  tacticb — cut 
rates,  cspiormgo,  ami  all — wore  employed.  This  coiitiniicJ 
after  tlie  dteeolution  of  tliu  trust  06  t>cforc,  eliowing  that  its 
diaiij!:c  of  name  &ud  form  meant  no  real  cliaiij*c.  In  Pueblo 
and  Colorado  Springs  t1ie  price  wii8  put  down  to  It  cunts  a 
^ulloD  from  23  cet(t«.  In  Donvcr  the  price  was  made  7  cent*. 
Spotters  followed  tlie  wagona  of  tlie  independent  cotiip:tny  to 
spy  out  its  cHBtoniera,  find  get  them,  by  tlireats  or  bribea,  to 
8i<;n  awtiy  tlieir  rigbt  to  buy  wliore  tiioy  could  buy  clieupcst. 
The  comments  of  the  locil  pree^  did  credit  to  the  inspiriting 
mountain  air  of  the  Ann.-rieHn  SwitZLTJand.  Tliu  complaint 
recently  filed  with  the  Iiilcrslate  Cotiiinuree  Commiafiiun  by  a 
dealer  of  tlie  Piicific  coast  cliargea  that,  among  other  diecrim- 
iiiaCionn  injurious  to  the  public,  the  ratfa  between  the  Tiicific 
coaat  and  Colorado  were  so  manipulated  that  the  oil  fonnd  in 
the  TioL-ky  Uuiiiitiune  and  refined  in  Colorado  could  not  bo 
shipped  to  California  and  tlio  other  Pacific  stales.  Consumers 
there  had  to  bny  the  oil  of  the  trust  hauled  all  the  way  fri>m 
Cleveland  or  Chicago.  Wlicn  an  independLMit  ruiiner  ran  the 
blockade  into  New  York,  in  1892,  and  bt-^ran  selling  to  tlie 
people  from  tank  wagons,  the  price  fell  in  New  York,  Brook- 
lyn, and  Jersey  City  from  8  and  8i  to  4  and  4^  centa.  The 
St,  Louis  Vfir(micU  of  May  19,  1802,  reports  a  reduction  of 
the  price  of  the  beet  grade  of  oil  to  5  cents  a  gallon — ^'tlie 
fortieth  reduction,"  it  eaye,  made  since  an  indopcndunt  eom- 
paiiy  "entered  the  field  three  years  ago,  at  wliich  time  the 
priee  was  14^  cents,"  as  it  vonld  be  still  but  for  competitiou. 
War  has  been  made  on  poor  men,  paralytica,  boys,  cripples, 
widows,  any  one  who  had  the  ''business  that  belongs  to  m;/' 
An  instance  taken  from  abroad  M'ill  be  the  last.  Tlic  coitibi- 
natioti  between  the  American  and  the  Scotch  refiners,  formed 
sei'Crflt  years  ago,  fixed  tlic  price  of  the  principal  product, 
scale,  at  threepcnco  a  pound  in  1802.  The  break-up  in  that 
year  was  followed  nt  once  by  a  decline  from  threepence  to 
twopence.    This  isa  saving  to  tlie  public  of  81,000,000  u  year. 
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"All  tlio  relative  products,''  sajfi  (lie  Lun^lon  Economist,  TSo- 
TCmber  12,  1S93,  '*  liave  practically  collapsed  in  taIuc."  Can- 
dles, for  instanrc,  declined  20  cents  a  dozen,  '''and  the  finer 
qaalitics  wuro  i3i>Id  at  the  wimc  rate  as  the  commoner  sorte." 

Tlicso  arc  the  facts,  to  fit  tlic  phrase  of  ono  of  the  inonopolj 
vlio  described  to  Confess  how  it  "  bridges  it  to  tUcconsnmer 
at  the  lowtf^t  rcseoniblc  rntc.*'  Tiic  *'  bridge  to  tliooon&umcr" 
Gpaofi  1ST2  to  1894  and  Europe  and  America,  bnt  it  is  not  a 
bridge  of  clieapneee.' 

To  prove  that  oil  is  cbcajter  than  it  was  is  nob  to  prove  that 
i^  is  cheap. 

'  An^'thing  begins  to  be  denr  the  moment  the  pon-er  to  fix 
the  price  has  been  allowed  to  vetit  in  one.  The  (jnestion 
whether  our  monopolies  liare  made  things  cheap  or  dear  in 
the  past  pales  before  the  exciting  query,  What  will  they  do  in 
tlie  future,  when  tlieir  power  has  become  still  greater,  or  has 
passed  by  death,  descent,  or  sate  into  hands  lead  shrewd  and 
greedier?  Such  power  never  moves  backward.  Says  Preai- 
dent.  Andrews,  of  Brown  University,  in  tlio  article  quoted 
below:  "  When  a  commodity  ie  turned  out  nnder  such  con- 
ditions, cost  no  longer  regulates  the  price.  This  isdoneqiiite 
arbitrarily  for  a  lime,  the  seller's  wliim  being  perhaps  sobered 
a  little  by  his  memory  of  old  competitive  rates.  Slowly 
caprice  gives  way  to  hiw;  hnt  it  is  a  new  law — that  of  man's 
need.  Prices  go  hig:lier  and  higher  till  demand,  and  hence 
profit,  be};ins  to  fall  off;  and  they  then  play  about  the  line  of 
whnt  the  market  will  bear,  jnst  as  they  used  to  about  that  of 
co^t.  The  proilucer  can  he  more  or  te?fi  exacting,  Recording 
to  the  nature  of  the  product.  If  it  is  a  luxury,  the  new  law 
may  not  greatly  elevate  prices  above  the  old  notch.  If  it  is  a 
necessity,  lie  may  bleed  people  to  death.'* 

"At  any  rensonablo  price,  say  three  or  four  times  the  present 
Eclling  price  of  refined  oil,  it  is  the  cheapest  light  in  the  world, 
and  if  the  prices  were  xdvancod  to  SO  ecnts  a  gallon  the  sales 
would  bo  as  large  as  they  are  now  at  7^  cents,"  wrote  Viee- 
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president  Caeeatt,  of  tbo  P«QDftylv«aia  Railroad,  to  the  reiin- 
sylvania  I^gielnture,  in  ISSl,  opposing  tbo  Free  Pipe  Line 
bill.  Tbo  i)06fiLbilities  bore  woro  toucbed  upon  by  Lliu  Now 
York  eomiuiltee  of  iS99:  '*Wbut  tbo  trugi's  course  would 
bave  been  if,  instead  of  iacrcased  production,  it  bad  been  re- 
quired to  deal  witU  tlie  problem  of  a  coiistaiitly  dtiiiiiiisbing 
ur  filiitioiiary  vulume  of  oil,  ia  an  interealiii^  aubjuct  for  ejiccii- 
latioii.  Oertaiii  it  is  tbat  the  trust  baa  tbe  power  to  put  up 
prices,  even  if  it  faiU  to  exoreiso  it.  If,  in  tbc  future,  tbe 
tield  prodii<:ing  tliu  uotnittodity  manufactured  and  sold  by  tbie 
combination  of  corporations  aliaU  fjLiI  to  increaite  its  present 
product,  oc  tili»ll  teturn  a  dimiuUtied  cjuantity,  tbe  oil  trust 
will  btxjibiC  to  bx  tin:  price  of  tbo  product  of  itit  refineries  in 
(bis  country,  if  not  in  tlio  world."  ' 

It  was  not  <,'i-cat  cnpital  wbicb  put  tliis  industry  iu  tbe  pos- 
session  of  tliesoentbu&iMtsfor  "all  tbo  little  ccoiiottiice."  Tbe 
Bame  univorsal  forces  of  cbeapucsE  wbicli  bave  beoo  at  work 
everywliero  liave  been  at  work  upon  tbe  cost  of  tbe  iuGtru- 
mentaliiies  of  production,  nnd  put  uiucliiiiery,  transportation, 
mvr  material,  and  market  agencies  witliin  rcucb  of  moderate 
capital.  Sucb  great  capital  is  wasteful  capital.  It  ojicrittcs 
throiigb  agents  at  great  distances,  attennitting  iiiccutivca  to 
enerj^y  and  euro.  Many  practical  men,  real  refiners,  wlio  have 
bbeu  forced  to  give  up  iLiuk-  busluese  tu  rcflner&  of  railroad 
prlvllegt!a,bave  testified  tu  tbesame  effect  as  tlie  manufacturer 
wbo  said  to  Congress  in  1S72:  "I  believe  a  refinery  of  100 
barreU  can  be  run  clienpcr  tban  tlic  liii-<,'i:r  eetablisbniciite.'" 

If  production  on  a  natural  scale,  directed  by  tbe  eye  of  the 
owner,  were  not  more  ceonomiea)  than  production  mobilized 
from  tliu  metropolis  by  salarieil  men  lituidreds  of  mites  nw;iy, 
ibc  independent  rofuicrBaiid  produce™  of  Pennsylvania,  Xew 
York,  and  Ohio  would  not  luivc  been  able  to  Kiirvive  at  all.  It 
was  said  in  one  of  tbe  Biiilalo  papers  by  one  of  these  inde- 
pendent rvliners:  "  Tbc  re  arc  several  wcll-cquippud  indepen* 
deut  reliacricsia  operation  at  tbc  present  ti  mo  in  i^onnsylvaoia 
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and  Oliio  oil-fields  where  tlie  refiner  has  hu  own  erode  oiI»  hl9 
own  pipo  Hoc,  and  prodacee  liie  ow»  natural  gae  for  fuel  par- 
poses.  It  is  needless  to  suy  tlial  an  exporionced  nnd  skilful 
refiuer  operating  under  such  favorable  aiudiiiong  cao  maim- 
factiira  &t  le08  cost  per  barrel  than  an^'  trust  with  a  long  li»t 
of  pcufiiout-re  auj  burdened  with  thu  control  of  two  politiol 
parties  and  the  timintcnuiice  of  imiiieroua  city  tuanftiona,  stock ' 
farms,  aod  theological  seiuioarice." 

XoTE.— TliR  cUims  of  tbo  oil  combiaatlcm  to  the  credit  of  luTfng 
cluui|>eEic<)  oil  liavo  becu  aubjectal  tiy  oompplent  nwii  lo  siaticticut  MOs. 
PrewJrnt  AiiJrewe,  ol  Browu  University,  divws  Ihat  from  IMI  to  l87Si, 
tncluslre— 1'.«.,  before  any  combiiiatiou  whatever  •xlttud — the  net  anniinl 
poieenlagu  of  decrewie  in  Urn  [trSiti  of  reHniiit:  oil  aod  carrytog  It  to  tide- 
water—tlint  in,  U)(^  dilTorcnce  b«{W4«ii  tlic  c«^  of  ilic  petrolenm  at  Uic 
welb  and  wf  tlic  refiunl  ■!  New  Yo»k— w«  10|V1M  cciitn ;  from  1973  lo 
1881.  Indtulve,  cbe  inut'a  iDOrm  and  formative  period.  Un-  (la:rea»v  wus 
^VVUVb  ccnU;  from  1889  to  ISS7,  InHiuEm  ilic  yvan  of  iu  full  inoturii; 
iimi  viicor.  the  iletfi-anc  wiw  only  SiVnVo  epnts. ' 

1'tif  Ni-w  Y<irk  DaHi/  Oommernal  Bulletin  (April  4.  IftffS)  made  a  aimfUr 
study  wiUi  tiinilar  rcsulta.  It  fiinla  that  under  oompolitiuii  in  tbc  refiaiiig 
of  gil  ibu  difTerviivc  tielwci.-ii  ervde  at  thu  wdlB  kud  refloL-d  oU  ■)  New 
York  wna  reduced  from  18.4S  cent*  per  enll<>a  in  1673  u>  0.03  otnta  per 
Itallon  in  1881;  under  ibe  niga  of  Ibe  trutt  tlio  tlifTcrrDn!  wax  S.M  in 
Itfltl— gnmu-r  titan  In  18K3,  when  Ibe  Iruitt  licgnn  o(K-nainiw,  wlwn  It  wiu 
only  3.77.  it  condudw:  "  It  bu*  been  cUintcd  thnt  tbc  oil  truat  tiasbcvQ 
a  bcueflt  lo  this  cviiniiy:  that  the  Dcoaomics  wblcb  it  bas  Introduced  in 
the  traniportntion  Kod  redning  of  oil  ba*c  been  Kliarvd  u-|ili  tbc  eoDsiuaer. 
OIkI  that  Die  enortiiom  wealth  wbicb  II  Una  »cciunulal4;d  during;  tbu  pait 
ton  year*  bas  been  widely  dlatribiited.  Not  one  of  ibew  daitD»  boa  any 
subotantial  buaia  Id  tact." 

The  comparlfliina  nf  cbcapnen  an  made  on  tbo  wbolesale  price  at  New 
Tork  »(  "export  oil"— an  [ntcrior,  almo«t  a  refuso  product.  Iia  price 
must  meet  lliat  made  by  the  ntiMians.  Tbno  compariaona.  tbereforr.  rcally 
■Jwd  no  llgbi  on  the  [irtce  moveinGnt&  of  ell  going  into  mnainnption 
tbroujCbout  lb«  country.  But  tlie  Iriial  really  gvU  Ibe  rt-tidl  price  on  nil 
Ita  (lumeatic  oHl|>ut,.  A  fall  aintislloal  aiateinenl  of  the  price  nore- 
Buat  In  relAlt  nurkeu  eannut  be  bad:  nnr  even  of  the  wtaoloaale,  fur  tlie 
oembtnntlon  hna  lately  adopted  a  policy  nf  auppreitalng  the  whotoaBle 
qnolationa  ot  tbc  liixlier  gradi^s  of  oil  for  domralic  coQaumptioa.  Cora- 
poriaons.  Ibcrrfore,  btillt  on  tbe  export  price  of  ihla  poor  oil  at  New  York, 
tliougfa  good  aa  fur  us  tlioy  £■>■  are  of  oilt  of  a  low  lUtitninating  power. 

'  I'rcaliloal  K  Ui-njniin  An-lr/^'i,  iJ  Itfrma  I'nln-riilY.  "Traila  Ac««Til!a|[  te 
OCdal  Iar«ttigi.ti«u,-'  HMrtirtf  ycamef  of  Kmnomiat.  Jiaaary.  I38»,  p.  lU. 
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Cornpai'isnnattiUn-oiiM  roiilly  Kbow  i]i«  pnrt  iilnywi  bytlic  «>inbiniitiAU  u 
a  tnio  mcrcliaiil — ooc  who  diaoorcrt  and  dislributca  sbuudjuini  fur  ull  or.  a 
fair  price  for  lila  service— can  ooly  bo  mado  by  sutb  llIu!tLmtii>iu  as  wo 
Jiave  biicD  giving  from  Its  utterances,  plans,  and  ai^iiuM.  Uiu  for  monop- 
olf  an  average  pric«  of  6  cetiu  a  gallon  could  pruvall  tliTOugbout  tbe 
(Juihtl  Slul'i^,  w!tli  fk  Mvlng  ol  biiuiltcdn  oT  milliuiis  to  the  pcopk-. 

Tnui  [X'lcVH  tin:  urliHriiil  pricut,  iuilt'iii'.ndi'nt  of  ttiipply  and  demand,  and 
in  IliRir  pi!t(Li;ti"u  nupiirior  i-viai  to  panic.  TliiH  is  ilitisiraUrd  by  Ibe  cora- 
purisuu  bvlovr,  made  by  Mr.  Ilyrou  W.  Unit : 

COUrAR.\TlVS  PRICES  07  STACLBS  DURIKO  THB  CtmRKNt  UKI'ItlUaiON 
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Tbe  prices  of  frnir  of  tliosu  prodiicta— cranulalctl  aitsnr,  pL-lrokutn.  ite^l 
tailis.  and  antJitrwiu-  coni— are  coiiiri»lle<l  by  aitnut;  imxW.  TIiml'  pricea 
bavo  declined,  riiico  ib«  iK-ginning  of  th«  deprcwion-  About  Miiy  ),  IHDS — 
not  qiille  10  per  cent  Prices  of  thn  othtir  lea  pnxlucto  bavc  docUntil  H 
per  cent 

VndtT  free  oondlliona  prices  of  maotifaciured  anlcleB  would  dccllna.^ 
foster  Uiun  pricca  of  farm  producU.  Cost  of  prodiiciion  can  bo  Ivwcrcii 
fufilrr  iu  inncbini:  or  factory  pioducUi  tbnii  In  farm  prodiici*.  Under  Uw 
Influence  <tf  tnifU  ili«  natural  onUris  imi  only  reremr-il,  liiii  price*  of  lunn'' 
prodiicta  buve  d«lii»pd  more  than  twipo  as  fart  as  pricMi  of  (nMory  fjr  iruiU 
proiliirrs.  Trust  Influence  ta  conspicuous  in  tliu  cuscs  of  sugnr  and  coal. 
Tlic  piicr  of  raw  MUK:«r.  in  wbicli  t.bero  U  Do  trust,  lias  declined  D  piT  cvnL 
■incR  Jiiiin  30,  I80L.  Tbp  price  of  granulated  bna  advanced  4  ]v-rccnL 
Tbe  prcMdcut of  Ibc trust  udmittcd  toCoa);ru«s  in  I8ll4tbat  ft  bud  oflinintcl 
thr  price  |  of  a  ccui  a  puuod.  Coat  of  rflVnbjt  biia  declined  since  1681. 
TlicfL'  Itelug  no  WDll-dc&nnl  Irusl  in  bituniirinu*  run!,  tu  prit-v  baa  tlecllneij 
30  ptT  ceut.  since  185J1.  Tbe  pric«  ot  aiiibriiHtft  coal  hat  ailvanc.^  '2  por 
cviil.  in  tUt- same  time,  bucauactbi:  producers  IiaTe  "  regulated  "pruiiuc^ioii, 
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"Tiiiit  business  belongs  to  us.*'  Tliia  xcm  tliu  rc|)ly  the 
prvbidcnt  of  t)io  oil  coiiibiiiatiun  made  to  a  ncigtiboi'  wlio  was 
tcgging  to  1)c  allowed  to  continue  tlic  rcHiicr/  wliicli  lie  had 
eucccMfully  cetablialied  before  bis  tardier  but  more  fortun»to 
compocitors  hitd  left  thoir  produce  stores,  hiiiibcr-jard«,  snd 
book-keepers'  stooU.  Ho  fuuld  Temcnibcr.  the  neighbor  told 
tlie  New  York  Legislature,  before  there  was  any  aucli  ootti- 
pany  as  tbeire,  and  when  the  president  of  the  poor  imtn's 
light  was  still  in  the  commieeioti  business  opposite  hhn  and 
his  refinery,  lie  describod  how  tbo  president  left  this  com* 
niiesioii  business,  and  *'comiiieitcod  to  build  a  retiucry  there 
of  u  small  capitciiy.  ...  lie  ii^ed  to  Siiy  lo  ine,  *  Wlutt  is 
a  good  time  to  selU'  and  'Wliat  is  a  good  tiino  to  huldT 
as  be  said  ho  tliought  I  knew."  The  day  came  when  the 
neighbor  ubo  had  beuu  ili-»t  fouud  that  the  last  was  to  bo 
fine.  He  waa  making  #21,000  to  :^22,0U(>  a  year,  but  he  bad 
"  to  sell  or  sqiivtze."  He  bad  aeveral  coiivcr»iilioiw  with  the 
ncw-conicr  wbo  had  been  so  sncceeeful  in  learning  when  ic 
was  "a  good  time  to  hold."  To  aave  his  livelihood,  "I  did 
almoet  condescend  to  tease  htm,"  ho  teslifies.  Bnt  the  only 
reply  lie  could  get  was :  We  have  freighting  facilities  no  one 
else  am  get'  This  business  belongs  to  us.  Any  conceni  that 
starts  in  this  business  we  bave  suf^cicnt  money  xo  lay  aside  u 
fund  to  wipe  it  out.  "  Tbcy  went  on  just  as  if  it  did  bv- 
long  to  them,  and  there  were  others  sui-tod  before  he  did  in 
it  wbicb  I  thought  it  belonged  to  quite  oe  much  as  it  did  to 
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liini.  ...  I  am  wiped  out  and  made  »  "poor  man.  ...  I 
think  they  aro  making  a  profit  oat  of  my  ruin." 

Ilia  refinery  liad  been  giriiii*  Iiim  a  profit  of  ^'Jl.OOO  to 
$23,00i>  ji  year.  It  Iiad  coat  Iiiiti  .*41,00(),  bat  hu  hnj  to  soil 
it  for  51.'>,U00.  This  piirohase  of  $i],0(Hl  for  $I5,U(Kt  wns  one 
of  "lliu  lilllo  ccouoiiiiea "'  to  wlijch  the  trust  iisdribus  i(s  unc- 
CC8S.  Jt  was  not  a  '*f^Qoii  time  to  sell,"  but  lie  sold.  Part  of 
tim  ''eqiicuxc"  put  upoti  Jiiin  was  tlio  rebate  given  to  the 
buyer.  Hu  could  not  have  got  the  rebate  if  lie  liad  applied 
ior  it,  but  bo  \Tould  not  npply  for  it.  *'£  made  applicfltioa 
for  lower  fix'i<;bt^  but  not  for  any  driiwbacks;  I  did  not  eap- 
pose  that  was  the  right  way  to  do  bnsinese."' 

I  *•  Tliis  bufiiness  belongs  to  us."  Thig  remark  was  not  proph- 
ecy, but  history.  '  It  was  in  18TS,  and  ttie  claim  had  been 
ah-cady  made  good.  T!ie  Kcw  York  LcgiaUturc,  in  1S79,  re- 
ported that  the  speaker  and  hia  as^ociatca  bad  control  of  90  or 
95  per  cenL  of  the  indiietry.  "  It  lias  absorbed  *ad  monopo- 
lized tbiH  givat  Iniflic,  wliicli  ratios  flecomi  on  the  list  of  ex- 
ports of  onr  e<»untry."'  This  conctiiaion  wm  based  on  tlio 
eTidenre  of  nlReere  and  stockholders.'  TJieir  sliadow  grew  no 
lees.  The  Intei-stato  Commerce  Comnjission  found  in  1S90 
that  they  "manufacture  nearly  90  per  cent,  of  the  petroleum 
and  itfi  products  in  tlio  United  Statcf."* 

"Trifice  make  perfection,  and  perfection  is  no  trille."  Tor 
the  perfection  of  this  triumph  uo  trifle  has  been  disdained, 
from  tlio  well  in  the  mountain  to  the  peddlcr'e  cart  in  the 
city.  Tlie  bargemen  of  the  Alleghany,  the  coasters  of  tho 
BCa-ehoi'e,  and  tlio  stern -wheclei's  of  the  Western  rivers 
all  bad  to  go  one  way.  "  We  drove  out  the  ehipmenU  In 
the  Bcliooiiera  from  Baltimore  and  Waehinffton.  and  M-e 
Stopped  almost  the  shipments  by  river  down  tho  Uissis- 
sippi  by  boat,**  said  one  of  tlie  succcesful  men.     Mis  plan 


'  Tottlmony.  Kcw  Vork  As semWy  "  Htpburn  *'  Report,  18W.  pji.  2«2S-*). 
*8iine,  ItL'jjort,  p.  44. 
•Tfttioiony,  B«me,  pp.  BBIS,  85»6, 
'{|i»>r^-  Iticvra.  Atfhinon,  TopL-ka  niKlSiiutii  Fj  BaSIrond <f  of.    luUnUtoOtn^ 
mnce  CutamUugn  AeiKirU.TDl,  Jr.,  p^  22S. 
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liad  been  bo  tlioMogli  as  even  to  Bcek  to  '*  drive  off  the  river 

Khoonew." ' 

/  Tlie  last  etnpo  in  tticir  economic  development — tLat  in 
wliicli  tlie  people  of  tlie  oil  region  lose  tlic  ownersbip  of  tbe 
oit  lands  nnd  become  hired  moii' — is  nlrcadj*  far  along,  \  Al- 
though at  fii-At  the  oil  conihitiation  owned  no  oil  laiids  to 
epcak  of — "  It  does  not  own  any  oil  wells  or  land  prodiiciog 
oil,  and  never  did,"  ita  president  snid,  in  ISSO  ;  "an  infinites 
imal  amount,"  lie  said  later' — it  ]iaa  of  late  ycai-a,  through 
corpomtioiis  orjjanized  for  th:it  purpose,  been  a  lieavv  hnjcp 
and  leaser  of  the  best  oil  lauds  in  Pciinsylvauia,  New  Yoi^ 
Ohio,  Koiitneky,  and  tlie  West. 

Monopoly  anywhere  must  bo  n]ono|)o]y  everj-where.^  At 
the  beginning  it  was  enough  to  control  the  milwaya ;  h,r  theeel 
the  pijK!  lilies,  refineries,  and  nini-kcta  were  got.  These  were 
secured,  only  to  find  that  it  was  vital  to  control  the  source  of 
supply.  Tlio  producer^,(>ncQ  gave  an  illiwtmtion  of  what  it 
would  be  for  tlie  sole  buyer  to  come  to  tbe  niarlcct  and  find 
tliiit  tbe  oil  he  must  have  was  not  on  sale  at  Ids  price.*  *'Wo 
have  doring  the  past  year,"  one  of  tbe  comhinaliou  said,  iu 
1891,  before  a  comniitteo  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legielature, 
"invested  a  very  largo  amount  of  money,  and  haro  induced 
our  frieuds  to  cotno  fonvard  with  new  capital  to  engage  in 
itio  businegs  of  pruchieinj^  oil."'  By  the  policy  of  becoming 
producors  the  eombinatiuii  bus  changed  its  posilion  from  that' 
of  mere  intermediary — though  one  as  irrcBietible  as  a  toll-gato  i 
keeper — to  that  of  ultsolutc  owner.  The  epectru  it  has  eeen 
rifio  before  it,  of  tlic  producers  orgnniKcd  an  ono  svllcr  to  meet 
it  08  the  only  buyer,  has  been  laid  to  rest 

"  We  arc  pushing  into  every  )>art  of  the  world,  and  have  been 
doing  BO,"  tlic  prceident  told  the  Now  York  Logielature  in 
1688.*    Their  tank-steamers  go  to  all  tbe  ports  of  Huropo  and 


'TMliinflDjiTrusu.CoDgroaa,  IBflS,  pp.  B2d-t9. 

'Teaiinwo;,  Tru«*,  Nrn  Yoik  BeDUe,  IRftS.pp.  S8«,4U.     'See  pp.sa-ST. 
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Asia,  and  tlicir  laiik-uragoDt  are  as  f»miliarly  seen  in  tliG  cities  of 
Great  Britain  mid  tlie  Cuntinciit.  iis  of  Aiiiericn.  An  agitation 
of  cxtciisiri!  proportions  vvua  Ijugim  in  1893  iii  tliu  press  of 
Catmda  ct[id  in  tlio  Domiriioti  Pmliariicnt  to  admit  American 
oil  at  a  lower  duty.  Tlicris  was  no  popular  demand  for  bhcIi 
a  step.  No  general  lednction  of  tlie  tariff  was  proposed.  TIjo 
movemont  vns,  siinnltancoiis  in  the  press  of  different  parts  of 
Canada,  and  it  \\'n»  promoted  by  papers  as  important  as  the 
Toronto  Olohe  and  Montreal  iS';l/ir.  It  was  resisted  with  des- 
peration hy  the  iOjOOO  persons  who  arc  employed  in  tlic  Cana- 
dian oil  indtistriea,  the  growth  of  thirty -two  yeare — "not  n 
rich,  ^ny,  bloated  population,  rioting  with  tlio  plundcrings  of 
the  farmei'3,  re^'clting  iii  all  kinds  of  Iii:turi<i6,  making  merry 
with  their  friendw,"  eays  a  nowspiiper  correspondent,  who  vis- 
ited them  in  Deceinhor,  1J>92,  "bnt  a  liard-working  communi- 
ty, in  whlcli  all  live  eonifortably  ;  fen-  aro  rich." 

This  iippositlon  was  aucccsjful  with  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment in  that  year,  and  it  refused  to  admit  Antencan  oil  at  a 
lower  tax.  Bnt  the  finance  miinstcr  then,  by  cxccutivo  ac- 
tion, did  in  part  what  tlic  Legi?lnttire  had  refused  to  do.  By 
lowering  tlio  inspection  duty  and  chatiging  oustom-Iionec  con- 
ditiong  he  made  a  considerable  reduction  in  tlie  tax.  Tho 
agitation  to  reduce  the  t-tritf  was  not  relaxed,  and  was  finally 
successful  in  18'J-t,  when  Pari  iament  lowered  the  duties  on  oil, 
and  to  that  extent  f<urrenderod  tho  Canada  prodacersand  re- 
finei-s  to  their  Atitcrican  competitors. 

I  Tho  Scotch  relJners,  some  of  whom  have  been  in  business 
[forty  year?,  have  hecoine  aa  loyal  Bubjecta  of  an  American 
\fu1er  m  of  their  own  queen.  They  make  only  as  much  as 
lie  allows,  nnd  t^ell  at  tlie  price  he  fixes.  He  has  demanded 
year  by  year  .n  greater  proportion  of  their  buslucss.'  In  1892 
they  were  notified  that  they  must  reduce  their  output  by  10 
per  ccnL'  Tho  Scotcii,  anxious  for  the  ftcceleratiog  future, 
l)cggcd  that  the  "arrangement"  might  bo  made  for  three 
years  instead  of  one.     But  this  was  denied  them.    Tho  agent 


•&Wwinn,  Oelnbor  I,  1892. 
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from  America  who  bronglit  tltem  tlieir  orders  wonid  promise 
no  more  tliau  ^  to  pl&cc  the  matter  in  a  faromble  ligltt  before 
his  colloogitcs  in  America."  '  \\y  October  of  that  year  the 
capital  of  the  Scotch  compaoies,  held  m&tDljr  by  small  inreet- 
oii,  liad  slinink  $5,000,000  in  valnc  Btit  to  this  item  tbo 
London  Economist  adds  the  consolation  tliat  •*  that  power 
fal  organization'* — the  American — ^  has  for  vcare  professed 
tlie  kindliest  feelings  for  the  Scotch  prodacers."  Dr.  John- 
son  eaid  tliat  mncli  nia;  be  made  of  a  Scotchman  if  caught 
yoan^.    Tiio  American  caught  him  old. 

Tho  disturbance  fell  heariest,  as  alwaye,  on  the  working- 
men.  "JU-diiciioo  in  wages  ie  now  being  effected,"  write* 
the  managing  director  of  the  oldest  and  largest  of  the  Scotcli 
compaoicft  in  the  JCconomUf.  ''Another  10  per  cent,  rodne* 
tioD  in  niiDcrs'  wages  has  been  resolved  upon,"  tlie  Econnmut 
annonncea  in  its  mae  of  October  S,  1892. 

Oiie  of  the  canses  that  ooutribnted  to  tho  downfall  of  tho 
Scot*-!)  retiners  was  the  fact  that  the  British  government  re- 
dnccd  tlie  test  reunited  for  illuminating  oil.  This  new  roj*u- 
lation  opened  the  British  markets  to  a  tlood  of  cheap  oil  from 
America.'  The  Scotch  oil  is  better  made  and  more  oxpensi^'e. 
'*  Wc  cannot  toll,"  said  a  correspondent  of  the  Glasgow  Ilcr- 
a/f/,'*what  powerful  interest  the  American  oil  combination 
did  not  bring  to  bear  on  our  government.  The  public  hud 
then  no  champion,  and  as  a  rule  never  liavc  on  these  occa- 
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uons. 

The  nnlvindttt  cnt  of  all  is  that  it  was  from  the  Scotch 
manufacturers  themMlvcs  that  their  American  rival  and  ruler 
learned  the  secrets  of  the  Indttstry  it  '»  now  atisorbing  on  tlie 
instjilincnl  plan.  In  one  of  ita  publications  it  has  told  how  its 
"  experts  vitittfd  the  great  shale  works  in  Scotland,  and  studied 
their  mcthodii,"  and  how  "  the  consequence  was  that  cxteneivo 
works  were  erected."' 

The  economic  development  of  Oerinanj  is  not  so  mnch  be* 
hind  that  of  Gix'at  Britain  and  America  as  to  eeem  nninviiing 

'  £laitiirJ,Shoc  Unr.  JanaaiT  26,  U»S.  *SixyK  *(>3. 

*  Comitiiwlio-i,  l.rS   C  T   IhM,  1888,  p.  81. 


TUS  GEHJiAA'-AJaSNtCAy  ir.tB 


437 


to  tlie  nnlinsting  bnt  nitrcsting  American.  Soma  years  ago 
enterprising  Germnn  importers  invested  ft  large  amonDt  of 
capital  in  tftnk-steamertt,  I>ecanse  tliey  thought  these  solved  the 
proljlein  of  llie  trnii6port.iCioii  of  pelrolemii.  Wlicn  tlic  Amer- 
icans rcfnficil  to  enpply  tliein  any  longer  witii  oil  for  their 
steamers  to  carry,  they  Baw  that  there  was  more  in  this  prob- 
lem than  they  liaJ  guessfd.  Jinportcra  who  had  no  ftteameni 
fonnd  one  day  thst  Ainenean  enterprise  liad  eocured  praeti- 
cally  all  of  them,  and  had  very  decided  notions  as  to  whom 
cargoes  Bhoiild  he  taken.  The  lieaJ*  of  two  or  three  of  tho 
largest  houses  hoai-ded  u  Btcaincr  fur  New  York,  and  came 
back  stock lioldera  in  a  Gemi&n-AinenCiin  company  which  con- 
trols mo$t  of  the  Germaa  bae!nefB,as  tho  Anglo-American  com- 
pany control*  that  of  Great  Britain.  "If  the  groat  company 
witli  unlimited  capital  eares  to  lose  money,  it  ean  drire  ne 
fruni  the  licUl,"  vva^  the  e.\phLnatt(in  of  the  head  of  one  of  the 
largcflt  German  concerns,  as  quoted  in  tho  Wescr  Zi-Uung.^  '' 

At  the  hcrginning  of  the  next  year  60m»  Ilollaiid  liniis  wore 
invited  into  tlic  eame  shelter,  and  became  tlio  "  fittest"  ;  and 
then  followed  the  Bctgiiin  and  tlic  Scandinavian  countrice.  Tho 
Berlin  Vogsisoh^  Zeitung  of  June  18,  1891,  described  tho  lino 
of  march  :  "  One  group  of  business  men  after  another  is  thus 
made  snpcriluoua  and  pnshcd  aaidc.  First  tiie  welis,  pnmpa, 
and  relinenes  in  America,  then  the  American  export  trade, 
then  the  private  froigiit  vessels  adapted  for  transportation  of, 
petrolenm,  tlion  the  European  import  trade,  then  tho  export 
trade  from  European  ports,  and,  liually,  this  over-powerful 
eoDipauy  threateua  to  eaizo  tlio  entire  retail  trade  in  pctro- 
leum.  It  is  a  world  monopoly."  Ilundredg  of  boatmen  en* 
gaged  in  a  flonrisliiug  river  trade  In  Germany  were  driven  oat 
by  tank-boats.  If  they  had  changed  to  tinks,  they  would  have 
been  depemlcnt  on  their  opponent  for  the  oil  to  fill  them.  Im- 
porters ill  bari'cts  were  cut  oft  by  a  change  which  the  Germnn 
government  m-idc  in  the  tariS  on  larruts.  Tho  Amcricann 
Were  also  helped  by  an  incn;a!ie  in  tho  German  tariil  on  Kuk- 
sinn  oil  of  50  per  cent.,  which  made  it  «o  much  the  uiure 
difficult  for  it  to  compete  with  American  oil.    As  one  way 
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to  kill  coinpotitioii  wlioro  it  slill  exiBtcd,  all  statistics  were 
siid(]on1y  u'itliheld  bj  the  OeriiiBit'Amuric^ti  member  of  tbo 
ti-iist.  N«iliicr  exports  nor  imports  were  known  except  to 
the  niliDg  coiiip:in>  ;  all  ollicra  were  kept  in  tlie  Jark. 

Tliis  eticcGBs  in  Ocrmany  lias  nut  been  due  to  favoritism  on 
tfio  liigIiwflj-8.  The  extraordiiiarj  discrimination  on  railroads 
in  America  would  bo  impossible  in  Germnny.  M'ith  Iiardljr 
an  exception  the  raib-onda  are  under  tlic  supcrvigion  of  tha 
State,  and  are  very  carefully  controlled.  Even  tlie  private 
roads  would  not  <!arc  to  give  any  but  tlie  open  r^ie».  Id 
Austria-Hungary,  formerly,  secret  rates  were  in  fnll  swing, 
bnt.  tlic  Bvstcni  is  now  said  to  Imj  deatroyed. 

Pi-icea  iiavc  declined  in  Germany,  and  tlio  people  »t  largo 
mako  few  eoraplninta  except  about  tbo  quality  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  oil.  It  lias  become  more  sooty  tban  formerly.  In  tlie 
beginning;  it  bnrns  xvcll.  bnt  it  cnd»  with  giving  a  very  poor 
light.  Tbis  haa  been  conjectured  to  be  due  to  a  mixture  of 
tlie  inferior  Obio  oil  with  that  of  PennRvlvanin ;  bnt  "  it  rannot 
be  proved,"  the  Gcrumii  c]iit»nickT  reports.'  "Tlie  working 
peopK',"  says  one  of  tlio  Horlin  papers,  *'  will  have  to  foot  the 
bill,  and  the  working  people  only.  The  well-to-do  and  rich 
of  to-diiy  can  have  ullier  fuel  and  light,  but  to  the  oppi-cseed 
working-tnan  petroleum  is  as  great  a  necessity  as  his  potatoes." 
The  German  papcra,  in  casting  about  for  means  of  checkmat' 
ing  Ibe  increase  of  prices  whieli  they  believe  will  result  from 
the  coneummation  of  this  monopoly,  advocate  the  use  oi  ira< 
tcr-power  and  al#o  wind-iwwcr  to  create  clcetricity. 

Tlic  attention  tbnt  lias  been  nttraetod  to  the  growth  of  tliia 
power  docs  not  come  from  the  pnblie  at  largo,  but  from  tborf^l 
directly  intereeted  and  the  sympathy  and  interest  of  the  601^ 
man  "  national  economists."  The  latter  point  out  that  the 
preeoDt  cheap  prices  are  *^  war  prices^.''  Tlicy  predict  that  m 
Mon  as  the  world  monopoly  n  established  and  all  territory  is 
nnde;  complete  control  a  rise  of  prices  will  take  place.  They 
BM,  lidvocatee  of  State  monopoly  as  better  than  private  mo- 
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nopoly.  If  Stuto  monopolies  prevent  fi-co  coinpctitiou,  at 
least  Uicj  arc  niile,  thvy  say,  to  giro  fiomc  cornpcnsutiuii  to 
those  vLo  arc  hurt.  In  tlic  tobacco  iiioiiopol/  hiiiidriids  of 
11111110116  wero  Bct  aside  by  tbc  Gorman  govcnuiteiit  for  tins 
purpose,  but  even  that  was  riot  cflnsitlcrcd  eufficicnt,  lint 
this  monopoly  is  a  private  affair.  It  Knrallowg  the  profits  of 
all  those  %vhotii  it  destrors.  Nameroue  industries  hare  hceo 
mined — Impoi-ters,  ehip-ownore.  brokers,  local  dealers,  export- 
ers, retiulcre,  river  boatmen,  and  nnineroua  other  trades — bnfe 
no  one  receives  indemnity.  Tbc  public  opinion  of  tbe  gor- 
emment,  the  liciclistag,  the  national  economiata,  the  philan- 
tliropigU,  its  active  in  support  of  the  rniddio  elase,  but  in  ftpita 
of  all  this  a  whole  department  of  ludustrj'  lias  been  torn 
away  from  it. 

There  lire  one  or  two  "independents"  in  Germany  whom, 
like  tlie  iiidL-peiidonta  in  America,  the  truet  hus  not  yet  been 
able  tu  erusb,  though  it  is  turniuj;  the  markets  topay-turvy 
for  that  purpose.  The  rati  Mull  Gas^tU  of  June  \%  ISl>i, 
notes  tliat  tlie  trnsC  is  selling  refined  oil  in  Europe  at  prices 
lower  than  those  at  which  cmde  oil  can  bo  delivered  from 
America. 

The  Austrian  journals  liavc  been  cliroiiicling  the  absorption 
of  the  principal  refiiieriea  of  Austria  and  Hungary  by  a  com- 
bination, of  which  t!ie  llotlischilds  are  the  uioet  imporliint 
mcmbere,  &9  they  are  of  that  in  Kuseia.  TLiii  com!>ination, 
whicli  first  appears  ia  1802,  lias  by  189-i  a.ecuumlatod  a  re- 
serve of  3,0110,(100  gidden  on  a  capital  of  1,000,000  gulden, 
and  its  pintlits  for  1894  are  expected  to  be  100  per  cent.  The 
Prager  /.Uifd  of  April  36,  l'S94,  giving  tlicso  aad  other  facts, 
adds  that ''  ttid  govot-nnient  of  Austria  us  well  n«  of  Hungary 
takes  tlic  grouad  tliat  if  a  petroleum  monopoly  is  to  be  formed 
it  eliould  be  in  tho  hands  of  the  State,  not  of  a  corporation, 
certainly  not  of  a  foreign  corporation,  least  of  all  an  Ameri- 
can one." 

This  remedy  of  a  State  monopoly  as  an  alternative  to  pri- 
vate monopoly,  as  suggested  in  Austria,  and  Ciermaiiy,  has  as 
yet  had  few  advocates  in  America,  j  Our  public  opinion,  bo 
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i$x  as  tliere  U  any  public  opinion,  restricts  itself  to  favor- 
ing ruconrse  to  anti-trust  laws  aud  to  bojcotting  llie  mo- 
nopoly and  buying  tlic  oil  of  its  compctitore.  13ut  there 
are  too  few  uf  tlicso  to  go  urouud,  and  tliuy  arc  sliiit  out 
of  most  of  llio  markets.  rTIic  sbrowd  inoDopoly  is  itacU  the 
most  diligent  caterer  to  such  American  demand  as  tlicre  is  for 
the  "nnti-iiioiiopoty"  protlnct.  It  d<>cf)  biiginess  under  bnn- 
drcds  of  B&giimcd  names,  and  employs  snlesmen  at  lar^  sal- 
aries to  pnali  the  gale  of  "opposition  oil"  in  onr  disaffected 
provinces.  \ 

With  the  nens  from  Germany  came  the  announcement  that 
eimilar  control  had  been  obtained  of  tlio  business  of  the  liitn 
nt  Venice  whicli  did  inoat  of  the  oil  bnsinces  of  Italy,  and 
a  new  comp:iriy  had  been  forined,  of  which  the  Ameriran 
"trustees"  own  a  majority.  In  a  letter  sent  to  Mtni<»tcr 
Plielps,  at  lli'i'lin,  a  resident  repre.<>entati ve  of  the  Aniencan 
oil  combination  says,  as  quoted  in  tbo  New  York  Tribnne, 
October  6,  1891:  "For  the  furthcmnco  of  oiir  proj:r»iiiino 
and  as  participators  in  tho  largo  Kuropcau  invcstmci^t  which 
this  programme  inTolvoe,  wo  have  songht  and  been  fortnnate 
enough  to  secure  tho  co-opemtion  of  a  cotcrio  of  well-known 
raercliant^,  who  Ii.ivo  beei]  long  and  prominently  identified 
with  the  petroleum  comnici"cc  of  the  Continent."  The  So- 
oieti  Italo-Americana  del  Petroho  (Iho  Italian-American  Oil 
Oompany)  is  in  Italy  what  tho  concerns  just  describt-d  are  in 
tho  countries  to  the  north  of  it.  The  bead  of  llie  oil  com- 
bination was  quotetl  by  the  New  York  Tribune  of  July  1, 
1891,  as  Baying:  '>Tbo  cablo  dcspatclws  nro  snhstnntialljr 
correct  as  regards  onr  interest  in  tlie  German  and  Italian 
companies." 

The  l-Vcnch  government  a  year  ago  lowered  the  tariff  on 
pctrolonni  one-half.  This  was  followed,  tho  French  press  re* 
ports,  by  the  erection  of  a  refinery  by  tho  American  trust  at 
Roocn,  and  tho  purchase  by  it  of  land  in  Karscillcs.  Cette* 
Borilennx,  and  Havre  for  other  refinorioe.  Tlie  machinery 
needed  was  shipjietl  from  America.  Largo  officos  were  o|K!ned 
at  Paris  by  the  American  combination  for  tlie  administnillou 
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of  tho  industry  in  France,  wlucli  was  to  be  concentrated  iiilo 
its  hands  liko  tlint  of  tbo  i-cst  of  Europe.  Ths  Gequel,  if  die 
J^ranXifiifU'r  Zt-kuiiff,A  prominent  Geriuan  coinmorchl  paper, 
19  cori'cetlv'  informed,  is  tliut  the  French  ruftiiors,  m  thu  Scotch 
did  before  them,  hare  cotno  to  terms  with  the  Amoncjiii  trust. 
It  has  agi'ccd  not  to  start  np  its  refineries  in  Franct^  not  to 
sell  any  rcfiiiud  oil  in  A.mcrica  for  shipiiiciit^  to  Fi'ntice,  and 
not  to  allow  any  American  ontsidcre  to  compete  with  tlio 
.Preneli  rofineni. 

There  was  a  report  in  June,  1893,  that  a  Dntcli  company 
hue]  snccecdod  in  rolining  pctrolcnm  in  Siiinatra,  ono  of  the 
p06£e»iton8  of  the  Netherlands'  East  Indiit  colonics,  and  ecllltig 
it  in  India.  Tl\c  eolicitor  of  tlio  trneC,  aslccd  about  it  hy  tho 
Now  York  Times,  Jnno  5,  1892,  Mid,  "It  cannot  bo  true." 
Ttic  oil  combination,  ha  continnod,  **  lias  agents  in  tho  Netlier- 
latide'  East  India  colonies  »ud  at  Sumatra,  and  it  would  cer- 
taioly  have  hoard  of  this  corporation  and  ita  competition  if 
there  vas  anything  worth  licarin>|f." 

There  arc  great  oil-tields  in  Pern.  Since  the  close  of  the 
Tar  with  Chili  there  has  been  an  active  development  of  them, 
and  the  commercial  report*  of  San  Francisco  say  tlint  fuel  oil 
iii  now  being  stipplied  from  this  source  to  our  i'aoitic  States. 
TliU  has  not  been  done  by  the  Pernviana.  It  was  nn  Amori* 
can  who  organized  the  oil  industry  of  Pern.  The  principal 
company  was  formed  by  the  same  expert  who  went  years  ago 
from  Penneylrania  to  Uuesiato  Americanize  the  oil  interests 
of  the  Caucasus.  After  lie  liad  snccecdod  iu  that  task  he 
went  to  Peru.  lie  died  in  the  spring  of  iS94.  At  about  the 
time  of  his  death  the  newspapei-s,  by  a  coincidonco  that  nrreets 
attention,  ehronielud  tlie  departure  from  New  Turk  of  u  well- 
Jcnown  man  who  waa  going  to  Peru,  as  he  stated  in  an  inter- 
view, to  look  after  tho  iutureets  of  tho  members  of  the  oil 
trust.  But  there  is  no  official  information  that  they  hare  any 
ownership  or  control  there. 

When  ono  of  the  ofticcrs  of  the  combination  was  before 
Congrc^,  in  IS^s,  ho  was.  ashed  if  there  had  been  any  negotia- 
tions hy  tiis  Dirsociates  with  the  Rutisian  oil  men. 
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"We  havo  never  had  niiv  serious  nogotiiiHons,"'  he  re- 
plied. 

Tiio  word  "acrioue"  was  a  slip.     lie  withdrew  it.    "  W© 
have  never  Imd  any ''  \va&  hie  revision.     Three  years  later  Uie 

i»D  otliuial,  ill  agpeecli  to  persuade  tlio  Peiiiisylviinia  I.£gic 
Btaro  tliat  the  pipe-line  interests  of  the  uil  country  did  not 
need  the  rttgtilatiou  by  tlx:   State  then   tinder  debate,  but 
were  abundantly  safeguarded  by  liiin  and  his  assoi:iates.  said  : 
"It  may  not  bo  amiss  for  mo  to  say  that  we  h.ivc  had,  afc- 
differoiit  times  duriui?  the  last  several  years,  most  flattering* 
propositions  from  poopio  who  arc  idontitied  with  the  Riu- 
Btan  petroleum  induflry,  to  come  tliere  and  join  llicni  in  tlie 
deTclopmont  and  introduction  of  that  industry.     Wo  have 
deeliuud  these  ofiera,  gentlenicn,  always  and   to  this  day,, 
aud  have  held  loyal  to  oni*  rclationa  to  the  American  petro- 
leum."' 

There  had  been  DCgotiatiooB,  after  all ! 

The  reports  of  the  United  States  congul-^ncral  at  Berlin, 
in  ISDl,  transmitted  many  iiitepcstirg  articles  from  the  Ger- 
man papei-e  concerning  the  alHanoc  which  it  was  believed  bad  ■ 
been  mado  between  the  Kolhechildg  and  the  American  oU' 
combination.     A  company  managed  by  the  great  bankers  has 
ohi:iiiiud  a  commanding  position  in  the  Ktissian  oil  bnsiiicaa^ 
and  the  American  and  the  Kussian  were  even  then  said  Ut.\ 
liavc  divided  the  world  between  them.    The  Berlin  V0ma^A\ 
Zeitung  said  :  "  Heretofore  the  two  jietrulenin   dpccnlators 
have  marched  apiixt,  in  order  to  get  into  their  hands  the  two 
largeiit  petroleum  districts  in  the  world.     After  this  ha«  been 
accomplished  they  unite  Lo  fight  in  unison,  and  to  fix  as  tliej 
please  the  selling  price  for  tlic  whole  world,  which  thuy  divide 
botncon  Ihcm^'lves.      So  an  intcmalional  e])cculating  ''tig'' 
stands  before  the  door,  eneh  as  in  like  iui<;lit  and  cApital 
power  has  never  before  existed,  and  everywhere  the  intelli- 
gible fear  prevail*  tlint  within  a  short  time  the  price  of  an 
article  of  nee  indispensable  to  all  classes  of  pcojile  will  rise 

*  Tealltnani.  Trtiiu,  Ooufrcu,  1 S86,  p.  ^93. 
*llwri*burs  Patriot^  TUtmarj  U,  IMl. 
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^th  a  iKiund,  n-itlioiit  its  being  possible  for  natioDal  legislar 
tion  or  control  to  raise  any  obstacles.'" 

But  eome  of  tho  closest  European  observers  have  uen  (i 
reasons  from  the  beginniDg  to  believe  that  tlie  Kotbsdiilds  ] 
are  in  the  KuBEtian  oil  biieineBS  only  as  tlie  a^^cnts  of  the 
American  combination.  Tbie  is  freely  rmeorled  by  titc  Coiitl-  i 
iietilnl  pi-ese.  The  policy  of  tUo  KuthgehihU  hnii;  been  never, 
to  engage  in  coinuiciciitl  enterprise  on  their  own  ncconnt. 
Tho  tncticK  tificd  1iy  tlic  ISothschilcls  in  oil  liavo  been  an 
nlinOBt  exact  reproduction  of  tlioso  of  tho  combination  in 
Amtrioa.  From  Iho  lii^t  tlicy  gave  tho  Eubjcct  of  freights 
their  epocial  attention.  Thoy  showed  no  ability  for  new  or 
iini(>|iomlcnt  undertakings,  bnt  tliey  tried,  to  use  the  words  of 
an  Austrian-IIiingarian  consular  report  from  Batoum  in  1SS9, 
"following  the  evaniple  of  the  com bin.it ion  in  the  United 
Stales,  to  get  the  bulk  of  the  Ku.'isian  petroleum  trade  luco 
their  Jiando";  using  tho  large  money  power  at  their  coin- 
nittiid  for  spcculiition,  freely  advanciug  inoriey  for  leases  und 
dcltvciT  contracts,  and  specially  actjniriiig  all  the  available 
klDcnns  of  trnudportation.  The  experience  of  tlic  people  of 
Parker*  is  reenllcd  by  the  Ktatoinent  that  the  RotliBciiild  com- 
pany  would  leave  hnndredn  of  cai-a  loaded  ivitli  petroloniii  on 
the  tracks  for  weelcs  to  prevent  competitors  from  uliipping 
and  from  tilling  their  contracts.  "When  tlio  city  of  Uatonm, 
in  ISSS,  refused  to  allow  it  to  lay  pipe*  over  tlio  city  lands 
to  the  harbor,  it  vra&  with  the  cnthusio^Cic  approbation  of  the 
agitated  eiliaons.  Tiio  antlioritica  gave  as  tlielr  cojiBon  tliat 
through  largo  oetnblishmcnts  of  this  kind  the  cipitalifitfi  gaiued 
a  monopoly,  crushing  oat  emuller  producers  to  the  disad- 
vanlage  of  all  classes  of  the  population.  In  the  absence  of 
official  invceti^tions,  a  free  prc«6,  and  civilized  courte— that 
knowlodge  which  U  not  only  power  but  freedom — it  is  iin- 
{Kwsiblc  for  any  one  in  liitseia,  or  out  of  it,  to  know  the  truth 
OB  to  tlie  rehitions  of  tho  Jiothscbilds  to  the  American  mo- 
nopoly.   The  latest  iiQws  in  the  summer  of  1894  is  of  a 

'Truulntkui  from  tlic  Berlin  I'mijikA*  Zaiany,  Juna  12, 1691.     Report  of  Coo. 
ooeral  Edwanl^  ol  Qorliii.  >  Sn  p.  IOSl 
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great  comiti nation  of  Russian  and  Amcncan  oil  intereuts, 
under  tlie  direction  of  tliu  Husitiau  Mtiiistcr  of  Finance,  for  • 
division  of  territory',  icgnlation  of  jmccs,  und  tlic  like.  In- 
formation of  this  was  givon  to  the  world  by  tliat  niinistor'a 
official  organ  in  Xovenibcr,  1S&3.  TIiiib,  enys  the  JJanovor 
(Gorinnny)  Courier  of  November  lltli :  "  With  ttio  diiwit  sano- 
tion  of  llio  Uu^eian  govei'n4neiit  the  management  of  tUo  onor- 
moua  weultli  that  lies  in  tlio  yearly  prodnction  of  Kneeiun  pe- 
trolciini  will  be  concentrated  in  tlic  hands  of  a.  few  firms.  .  .  . 
The  Kiis«lan  ^verninent  Icnde  its  hand  for  the  formation  of 
a  trust  that  i-eaches  over  the  ocean— a  trast,  under  State  pro- 
tection, ngainst  the  lar^o  maf»  of  consiimerA.  Thia  in  the  new- 
GCt  aex{iiii>ititjn  of  our  departing  century." 

It  u'SA  announced  that,  in  pnrsuance  of  this  plan,  the  Rits- 
slans  wen;  to  l>e  given  exclnsivo  control  of  certain  Asiatic 
iiiarkotti.  Tiiu  olticcrs  of  the  American  coiiihination  ui-e  not 
caEity  reached  by  ncwepapL-r  men.  But  when  thi«  news  came 
long  interviowfi  with  tliotn  i.rero  circulated  in  the  prces  of  tlio 
loading  cities,  dwelling  upon  tlio  "  Waterloo  "  defcjit  they  had 
Buffered,  and  reafisnring  the  people  with  this  cvidenco  that 
there  wa«,  after  all,  "no  monopoly."  The  Russian  interests 
are  domimitod  by  the  Kotlischilds,  and  if  the  Kotlischilds  arei, 
as  these  European  observers  declare,  merely  the  agents  of  the 
Americans,  even  unsophisticated  people  can  understand  tbo 
cbeerfuhiees  with  which  the  trustees  in  2sew  York  dilute  on 
their  'Waterloo  at  the  liaruls  of  tlicir  other  self.  Only  thig 
conld  niiike  crodiblo  the  report  that  tho  world  has  boon  di- 
vided with  the  KufisianB  by  our  American  "  Inistecs,"  who 
never  divide  with  anytiody.  In  dividing  with  the  Kiusiana 
they  are  dividing  with  tlicmsclvcs. 

Thon,<;h  it  is  reported  that  discriminations  hy  the  govern- 
ment railroads  of  liuE^ia  were  used  to  force  the  Uuesiau  pro- 
ducers into  ibiii  inlcriiational  tniBt,  still,  at  worst,  every  Kus- 
sian  producer  was  given  hy  his  government  tho  right  to  outer 
the  pool.  Cut  no  similar  right  for  tho  American  proJacer 
is  recognized  by  onr  trust.  It  admits  only  il8  own  luixn- 
beiv.    Thootliors  ninst  "sell  or  equeezc."    There  issomothing 


in  the  world  more  erncl  tbnn  Raseiun  despotism — Atuorieiu] 
•*  private  enterpriae." 

One  of  tlie  conditions  eaiti  to  liavo  been  iimdc  by  tlio  Rn&- 
sian  government  is  tliQ  natui-al  one  tluit  the  Aniericnn  triiet, 
aa  it  liEUi  agreeil  to  do  for  tlie  Freiicli,  must  protect  it»  KiiKian 
allies  from  any  competition  from  America.  Ivxrtnciioii  of  the 
'MiidopcndciiU "  liiia  tlicrcfnro  become  more  impoii^nt  tlun 
over  to  tlic  tnist.  Tlic  prise  of  victorj  ov«r  tlivm  is  not  only\ 
euprciiiacy  in  tliis  eoiiiitry,  but  on  fotu-  other  contincQta.y 
Tiiis  will  explain  tbc  new  zeal  witli  which  tlio  suppression  of 
tlie  last  vcetigQ  of  American  independence  in  tliis  industry 
lias  been  8oui;ht  the  laet  few  inontlis  of  ISD3  and  in  1894.  Es- 
pecially strcimous  has  been  the  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the 
pipe  lino  the  indeiKjndoiito  are  seeking  to  lay  to  tide<water, 
and  which  tliey  liavo  carried  as  far  as  Wiiliesbarre.' 

That  pipe  line,  as  it  is  the  last  hopo  of  tlio  p«opIe,  is  the) 
greatest  inouAeo  to  the  monopoly.  Tho  independent,  as 
llicy  have  shown  by  tlie  fact  of  Biirviviug,  althoiigli  tbt-y  Iiavo 
to  pay  extraordinary  frtiglita  and  other  ehargBS  from  which 
the  trust  is  free,  can  produce  mora  chenply  than  the  would' 
1)6  Lorda  of  Indiiatry.  .is  free  men  idwayD  di>.'  By  iiieluis 
of  this  pi]K;  line,  suspended  though  it  is  ut  AVilkci^bari-e,  *re 
now  made  the  only  independent  csporta  of  oil  that  go  from 
America  to  Europe.  Once  let  the  "outsiders"  with  their 
line  reacli  the  sc:i-»lioro  and  its  open  roads  to  the  const  of 
America  and  Knrope,  and  it  will  be  a  long  chase  they  will 
give  their  p^lr^^ler3.  Kverytbing  that  can  he  brought  to  bear  : 
by  market  manipulation,  litigation,  and  othvr  means  is  now 
I>eiitg  done  to  prevent  tJie  extension  of  tins  Hue,  and  to  bank- 
rupt tlio  jneu  who  are  building  it  through  much  tribulation. 
Tiie  iiiL'i^Iianicu]  fixation  of  values,  by  uhieli  the  refinure 
who  uae  tliis  llnu  to  export  oil  aro  cumpulled  to  lucet  u  lower 
price  fur  the  retinod  ill  New  York  than  can  Ihi  got  for  tlie 
crude  out  of  wliich  it  is  made,  has  been  ulnrady  referred  to, 
and,  us  shown  above,  the  same  prestidigitation  of  prices  is 
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\iy  the  lo\rcr  court,  but  tlio  indcpeudoiitA  took  »n  appeal 
to  tlic  Supremo  Court  of  Penney  I  van  ia.  Thej  first  placed 
their  petition  for  the  rcliearing  in  the  liands  of  the  chief- 
jastiec  on  Thui-sday,  May  2ith;  on  Monday,  May  2StIi, 
tlio  petition  was  renewed  before  tlio  full  conrt ;  on  Thiirs- 
day,  Miiy  31st,  the  court  adjourned  for  the  siimnior  with- 
out  taking  any  action  upon  the  petition.  The  court  lu  Jnly 
»<;i'eod  to  licar  tlie  case  nt  the  opening  of  its  next  term, 
tlio  first  Monday  of  October.  Section  11.  of  Arlielo  I.  of 
the  Conatitution  of  Pennsylvania  Bays  :  "  All  courte  ehall  be 
open,  and  every  ninii,  for  an  injury  done  him  in  liig  Inndg, 
goods,  ]>ersoii.  or  reputation,  shall  h:ivG  remedy  by  dne  coiireo 
of  law,  and  ri^ht  anil  justice  iiditiinistered,  without  sale,  de- 
nial, or  delay."  Tu  giiiird  against  the  injniitice  wlncli  might 
nritic  by  the  g'rantiiig  of  («pt-(;i:il  injunctionct  by  the  lon'er 
courts  —  liko  that  •grunted  in  this  coec —  whicli  might  remain 
for  moTitlis  without  remedy,  the  Legislature,  in  liiCS,  enacted 
B  law  wliteh  roada  as  follows:  "  In  all  cosea  in  equity,  in  wliich 
a  epocitil  injunclion  lins  boen  or  simll  be  gmntcd  by  any  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  an  appeal  to  the  Snprcmc  Court  for  the 
proper  district  shall  bo  allowed,  and  nil  »ncli  appeals  ^hall  be 
heard  by  the  Supremo  Court  in  any  district  in  wliich  it  may 
be  in  session." 

As  if  there  had  not  been  enongh  to  try  these  men,  misfort- 
uno  marked  them  in  other  ways.  The  Hradford  relinery 
of  the  pi-eBident  of  their  pipe  line  wiis  visited  by  a  deetnictive 
firo  durnig  tliOf<e  pruceeiiingn  in  court.  Tlio  Associatc<l  Press 
despatches  attributed  the  lire  to  "spontjincou»  combustion," 
■whatever  that  may  bo.  But  in  another  ncwe|«i|>cr  an  eye- 
witness described  how  lie  saw  a  man  rnnnind^  alwiit  the  works 
in  a  myetonone  way  jiwt  bcforo  the  fJainca  broke  out.  On  the 
eamo  day,  by  a  coincidence,  the  main  pipe  of  the  independent 
lino  waa  cut,  and  llio  oil,  which  epouted  out  to  tho  trco^tops, 
was  set  on  fire  at  a  point  in  a  valley  where  the  gi-eatcst  possible 
damage  would  result,  and  tho  telegraph  wires  were  simiiltane. 
ou&ly  cut.  eo  that  prompt  repairs  or  salvage  of  oil  were  im|>u&- 
eiblu.    The  Almighty  is  said  to  favor  the  lieavieat  battaliuna, 
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prufcronce,  ss  has  be«a  eliown  in  man^  incidents  in  our  his- 
tory, sucti  as  tlie  riiisliaps  to  tbe  Tidewater  pipe  line,  and  the 
Toledo  nuiuicipul  gas  line.' 

An  intimation  is  given  in  the  Continental  pi-cea  aa  to  one  of 
the  motives  under  svliicli  llie  Kiifisian  government  acte<i  i[i 
promoting  Ibc  .illiiince  between  the  RiiMiiJin  and  American 
oil  raon.  It  dosii-ed,  it  h  enid,  to  ecciire  the  inflnenco  of 
tlio  powerful  nicniliers  of  llie  oil  combiniilion  In  favor  of  oer- 
taiii  plans  for  wliicti  ItuMia  needed  co-oiienition  in  Amer. 
ica.  Tlierc  has  been  nothing  for  wtiicli  tlic  Riiseian  gov- 
eminent  lias  60  niiicb  needed  "symjiiitlii-tical  co-opfirntion " 
in  America  as  for  tlie  ratification  of  tlio  Kxtradition  Treaty. 
The  Knesian  goveriiuiont  baa  obtained  this  nititicntioQ,  and 
obtained  it  in  a  way  wbitli  indicated  tliat  soino  irresietiblo  bot 
carefnlly  concealed  Anioricaa  inlluouce  was  beltind  it.  The 
Ne\T  York  Woi-lJ,  m  its  editorial  columns  of  May  S5,  ISM, 
Iiiadi:  lliu  su^gcBticm  that  the  power  buhind  thit>  treaty  of 
Bhnnic  was  that  of  the  oil  tniet,  earning  from  the  eziir  the  last 
link  in  its  chain  of  world  monopoly.  It  ask<.-d  if  it  wiu  tbe 
inflncncc  of  the  oil  combination  that  induced  the  Senate's  con- 
sent to  this  "  outrageous  treaty."  "  Was  tliis  one  of  llie  con- 
dttions  upon  which  that  monopoly  was  ponuittod  to  eccure  its 
present  concci»ioti9  from  Rnssia?  Did  it  wield  an  infliionoe 
in  the  Senate  like  tliat  which  the  SQ^r  trust  has  since  exer- 
cised, thongh  for  an  advantage  of  a  different  ktndl'*  The 
riiiladclphia  Ptxts  points  out  that  the  KuM«iati  guvcniuicut 
had  long  and  iinenccc»sfoIly  sought  to  ohluin  the  rutillcatiou 
of  this  treaty,  but  at  lost  got  it  quickly  and  quietly.  Did  tlio 
oil  combinntion,  it  aiiks,  ''succeed  in  biirtcnng  the  character 
of  this  conntry  a?  a  political  Mnctiiary  for  tlio  monopoly  of 
the  world's  markets?''  Seldom  ]ias  any  public  measure  been 
so  universally  and  so  indignantly  condemned  in  America  aa 
WIS  this  proposal  to  nso  the  powei-s  of  Anglo-Saxon  justice  to 
rctaru  men  \vbo  were  accused  only,  and  were,  therefore,  legally 
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innocent,  to  bo  tried  without  jtiry,  coansel,  publicity,  or  ap. 
peal.  Never  lins  public  ojiiiiiyii  avjijJcd  lees.  Tlie  Fedci-al 
execntivo  refaeed  oven  to  delay  ttic  ratification  in  dcfci-euce 
to  tlio  Nviititiietit  iiguiii^t  it.  Those  who  were  netive  in  the 
ngitalioii  against  thu  irtiaty  found  something  inexplicable  in 
tlm  unreeling  mid  iinlisteiiing  rclentksiiness  with  which  it  was 
pushed  Ihroinib,  NiijjoIoou  «iid  tliat  in  ilfty  years  Europe 
would  be  idl  Hii&siim  or  uU  itjpulilican.  Even  ho  did  not 
dreoiii  that  republican  Anicricii  would  bccoiuo  Kusetanizcd 
before  Europe.)  The  San  FraiiciMO  Caii  of  March  3,  18&4, 
discussing  the  report  that  a  conimorcial  treaty  with  China  wm' 
under  considei'atioii  at  Washington,  £nys  the  negotiation  is 
in  tlie  interest  of  the  oil  combination.  It  warns  the  public 
that  the  trnst  is  willing  to  reopen  the  opium  tr^de  in  reciproc- 
ity to  China  for  better  terms  for  the  admission  of  American 
pctrolenm.  This  free  trade  with  China  and  llnesia  in  tlie 
Ronls  and  bodies  of  Unesinii^  Chinese,  and  Americans  would 
add  only  another  inetunco  of  tlio  many  nianipuUtioDS  of  gov- 
emiricnt  whi<fh  this  combination  liaa  successfully  attempted 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  — in  the  tarilTa  of  Krance,  Germany, 
Cuhii,  Canada,  and  our  own  country;  in  the  ruifting  or  lower- 
injr  of  the  governmental  retjuirerueiits  ur  to  explosiveness  of 
oil  64>ld  tlio  people  in  KnglAud  and  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  eiilffiidy  Icgishitiati  by  wliieh  it  got  from  Congress  for  ita 
ocean  fitcamcrfi  a  privilege  rigorously  denied  by  law  to  all 
other  citizens. 

In  this  the  oil  Iru^t  is  but  an  illustration.  What  it  lias  done 
scores  of  other  cotnbinntions  have  aexiompllshod,  though  not 
with  cfjiial  genius.  The  Hon.  Jolm  Do  Witt  Warner,  member 
of  Congrcse  from  Now  Yorl;,  has  published  a  li«t  of  one  bun* 
drcd  trusta  which  have  been  able  to  inSncnce  the  tariU  legis- 
lation of  the  country  in  their  favor.  The  orgy  of  the  eugiir 
trust  and  Congreaa,  out  of  which  llio  tariff  bill  of  1S94  was 
bom,  was  in  tliu  plain  view  of  all  tlie  people.  '*The  appall- 
ing fact  already  disclosed,''  the  Now  York  Daily  Commerclul 
StUUtin,  the  most  important  commercial  and  financi.il  daily 
in  the  United  StuteK,  sutd  in  itft  cditorlnt  columns  of  Jtiuc  4, 
!9 
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ISdif  '*is  that  for  some  montlis  past  tlio  eiif^r  tritst  hu  boon 
the  govcrumcnt  of  tlio  United  Sut<*."  The  BulleUn  ceti- 
mates  tint  lliO  profit  to  the  trust  of  one  detail  of  tbo  tariff 
bill  postponing  the  duty  o»  raw  euj^ar  for  six  months  will  be 
$34,620,000.  In  nil  this  our  country  is  not  ^in^nlai-.  The 
novemineutis  of  Europe  are  used  as  the  inatrmncnts  of  profit 
for  private  ent«rpri*o  to  nii  extent  wbicb  the  people  endure 
onlv  becauftc  they  do  not  understand  it.  Tlio  latest  instance 
is  une  of  the  best.  Tiie  hivt-eUir'a  /ieview  of  London.  Eng- 
land, iu  May,  1894,  calUattcnlion  to  the  fact  that  upon  the  *0- 
ccfisioii  of  Lord  Kosebory  to  the  Promierehip  of  Kn^Iand  the 
liitlierlo  oiitspolceii  opposition  of  the  War  Office  to  the  M»xiin 
gun  had  hecoiiic  L-ntiruly  fcilciil,  and  the  ^im  hatl  been  put  into 
use  in  tliu  nmiy  wilhout  cuiupelilive  trial  with  other  inftchine- 
giintt,  ^lue  of  them  its  superiors.  *'TI>iri  is  mi  unfortunate 
fact  for  Lord  Koscbcry,"  faye  tho  Jnivstor't  Jicview,  "be- 
cause of  his  relalionsbip  to  the  Rothschilds.''  T)ii«  great 
honso,  ibo  ^nww  says,  lias  "a  etrong  pecuniary  intercfit  in 
the  Maxim-Nordenfeldt  Coiiipany,'*  and  his  Icnisbip's  affini- 
ties Iu  thu  house  *'havc  not  in  the  past  Ixten  eenfinud  to  Ihoae 
of  family  relutionsliipaloiic,  hut  extend  to  community  of  hilcr- 
cats  im  the  stock  exchatigi:."  The  Jicvicw  therefore  appeals 
to  Lord  lEosehery,  for  liie  own  sake  and  the  giike  of  tlio  gov- 
cminent  "to  prove  by  his  deeds  that  he  not  only  has  had 
nothing  to  do  %vith  it,  bnt  will  peremptorily  stop  tliis  crime." 
If  not,  tlie  Rerrieio  ]iope»  citongh  may  be  made  of  tlio  scaiidsl 
to  orerthrow  Lord  Kosebery'g  government,  for  it  desires  '*to 
SCO  a  beginning  uiado  of  tho  endeavor  to  pargo  Parliament 
of  tho  guinea-pig  director,  the  stock-gambler  and  punter,  and 
the  whole  unclean  brood  of  City  'bulla'  and  *  bears,'  jobberi 
in  Intents,  bribers  and  hrilwd,  who  help  to  degrade  public 
h/e.'* 

I  We  of  America  are  most  sovereign  when  ire  sit  in  Constitu- 
tional Convention  by  our  represeiititives,  and  change  the  fun- 
damciit.'il  law-  as  wc  will.  Tiie  CoDstilutional  Convention  gives 
us  the  Tinicpio  power  of  peacefnl  and  perjjotnal  revolution,  to 
inaico  bloody  and  spasmodic  rorolntions  unnecessary.    Of  all 
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the  inventions  of  tli»t  ablest  gronp  of  Btatosinon  tliu  wnHJ  lin? 
seen  —  the  foiiiidors  of  this  government —  tliie  is  tbe  greatest. 
Tiie  people  of  tliH  State  of  Nevi"  York  nre  Iioldlnj;  a  Constitii- 
tioniil  C"Uvt:ntioii  in  18S)4  to  enlarge  tlic  garment  of  lS4fi  to 
fit  tlio  growth  of  half  a  century.  Id  tlint  half^uciiturv'  the 
re%'oliili<)n  in  eorii'ly  iiiul  iiidustiy  wiiidi  hud  been  gistting  un- 
der headway  cvcreiticc  tlio  etcaio-ctigine  and  competition  were 
invented  has  como  to  it«  consninnintlon.  But  the  basic  law 
of  tho  Eiiipira  State  lifts  faced  this  now  worUt  as  changelces  !ia 
the  sphinx.  N<:arly  half  the  other  gtntes  Imve  made  new  con- 
stitutions, or  amended  the  old  ones  to  bring  )aw  into  line  with 
life,  l*ennsylvaiiiii  forbids  the  common  carrier  to  become  the 
owner  of  coal-niiiiL-B,  or  to  coiisolidatc  with  competing  carrien^ 
or  to  give  preference  to  any  citizen.  Michigan,  llUnois,  Ne- 
braafcn,  Colorado,  and  many  other  states  have  framed  provi- 
sions to  control  the  nbiise  of  indnstrial  and  highway  power. 
The  State  of  Wnsbington  in  its  ConHtilution  declares  that 
**  monopolieg  and  trust*  shall  never  he  allowed  in  this  State." 
and  it  forbids  any  association  "for  the  purpoMc  of  fixing 
the  price  or  liuiiting  the  production,  or  regulating  the  trane- 
portation  of  any  product  or  commodity."  The  niaimal  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  world  pi-eparcd  for  tho  use  uf  the  JS'cw 
York  convention  shows  that  fifteen  of  the  states  of  tho 
Cnion  have  in  one  way  or  another  recognized  tho  revolution 
whi«h  iiSB  taken  place  in  the  indnstrial  economy  of  tho  peo- 
ple, ait^  songht  to  meet  it  with  tho  necessary  political  snfe- 
gaards. 

When  the  delegates  of  the  citizens  of  New  York  State  meet 
in  May,  1S94,  at  Albany,  in  encli  a  time  to  face  such  prob- 
lems, the  press  notes  tliat  a  large  proportion  of  them  arc  cor- 
poration lawyers.  The  plaeo  of  pi-esiilL-nt  of  the  convention 
is  secured  by  the  chief  counsel  of  the  oil  tmst.  He  is  in  Al- 
bany to  resiHt  the  application  to  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
State  to  move  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  the  princi- 
pal  cor[Hirution  in  the  tnibt,  and  on  his  way  ho  plucks  the 
presidency  of  tlic  Cunstitutioniil  Convention.  "  It  is  truly  a 
luonicntous  cvcut/'  he  says  in  his  opening  spcoch,  "when  the 
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liclegates  of  manjr  millions  of  people  gatlier  together  nftor  an 
intcrral  of  lifty  years  nlmast,  for  the  purpose;  of  rcrlging  and 
ainciitling  tlie  fnndamental  law  of  tlie  Stnte."  Tlie  delegatoe 
tliiia  itiuinciitoiisl.v  as&eijiljlcJ,  wiicii  tlicy  Citiiie  to  choose  tlic 
officer  wlio  vrae  to  wield  over  tliciii  a  f  oircr  as  g\'c&t  ta  that  of 
tlio  Speaker  over  the  Federal  lloiiee  of  Repix'sentiitives,  mo- 
inetiiuutjly  relucted  llie  uioHt  coiiRpiuiioitB  atconicy  of  the  most 
conspitiiiuuit  ciiibodiwont  of  the  forces  with  which  the  pe{>plo 
are  in  conflict.  The  president  found  wordaof  kindly  reference 
for  mniiy  yrewt  (jueationB—oE  odiicatitui,  suffrage,  city  govern- 
ment, atid  the  like— but  for  tho  gi-cat  questions  of  eoeial  power 
wliich  fifteen  states  have  found  serious  enough  for  contli- 
tntionnl  cogniwtncc  ho  had  not  a  fvtlnblc.  No  pkii  or  oven 
Miggtistion,  gi-eat  or  little,  for  the  new  Coostittition  can  reach 
tho  convention  direct.  All  must  go  to  the  appropriate  coin- 
uiittec,  to  be  smothered  or  reported,  as  the  case  may  be.  Thero 
are  thirty  of  theso  cointnitlccs,  and  they  arc  made  up  by  the 
preeident  of  the  coiivciition,  who  also  dceignatcs  their  ehair- 
mci).  Each  comniittco  has  its  Btihjcct.  and  ilic  subjects  cover 
tho  bill  of  rights,  the  rcgtihition  of  siiflmge,  the  control  of] 
corporations,  tho  election  of  judges,  future  Rinendinenls  of 
tho  Constitution,  and  every  otiicr  ]»irt  of  tho  organic  law. 
Practically  the  work  of  the  convention  will  be  the  work  of  j 
the  committees,  and  the  coinmittcee  arc  the  work  of  one  vlu 
is  not  only  the  attorney  of  the  oil  tniiit,  but  is  a  part  of  tha^ 
trust,  a  member  of  tho  organisation.  "  I  liappcQ  to  own  one 
hundred  shnivs  in  the  IStaiidan)  Oil  Trust/'  he  said  in  his  ar- 
gument in  AllHiny  before  the  Attorney -tienend  in  lK>half  of 
tlio  trnst.  The  trust  has  given  formal  notice  that  out  of  ilcf- 
crenoe  to  public  opinion  and  tlic  decision  of  (he  Suprcmu 
Court  of  Ohio,  anil  in  pursuance  of  uu  agreement  with  the 
Into  Attorney -tiencrat  of  Now  York.'  it  had  d)SiK>lved  JtaelfJ 
But  this  distinguished  member  disregards  tho  dissolution,  {aT\ 
rdiEons  of  personal  convenience,  as  he  tells  the  Attorney -Get]' 
end.    "I  have  never  gone  forward  and  claimed  my  uli(]not 

■  AlHdarii  of  tlte  rmi>lmt  u(  tint  SundArd  Oil  ODmpAn;  of  Vcn  Yof  k  bttart 
tite  JLtionie^'Ocmral,  liar,  ISM. 
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etiiii'c."  Tlio  cli;ii-tictcr  of  this  tniBt,  of  wliicli  lliQ  prceident 
aod  orgaiiizorof  tJieConetitiitioiinl  Convention  persigCai  in  beiu^ 
a  member  to  the  extent  of  refusing  t«  lie  "dissolved  "  out  of 
it,  baa  been  adjudicated.  It  was,  tlie  l>Hi»i'eiiic  Conrt  of  Oliio 
said,'  *'  organized  for  a  purpose  contrary  to  tbe  )>olicy  of  our 
Jaws.  Its  object  was  to  cetablifih  a  virtual  monopoly  .  .  . 
tbrongltout  tlit:  4jiilii-o  eutiiitry,  aiii]  by  wlijcli  it  mij^''^  "Ot 
merely  control  tlie  production  bnt  tlie  price  at  its  pleasnre. 
All  6Hcb  nssoniatjoiis  are  cuiitrary  to  tbo  policy  of  our  StJito 
and  void.''  A  i^iiinlar  judj;iueiit  bas  been  passed  upon  tlic 
tmat  by  tbe  JM<liciAry  of  tbo  State  of  wbicli  this  piv.-fiidcnt 
of  tbe  Const itiitionHl  Convention,  beside*  bein^  an  ollicer 
of  the  courts,  is  a  citizen.  It  was  entered  ttito,  tiie  Supremo 
Court  of  jNew  York  biw  said,'  '*  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
oombtnaltyn  wIiobo  object  was  to  reetriet  prodnclion,  control 
prices,  and  ouppreeii  competition,  and  tlio  ogroetiifsnt  was 
tlierefore  oppuHcd  to  public  policy  atid  void.'*  And  a  higher 
court,  tbe  liigbciit  In  the  State,  tlic  Court  of  Appeals,  decided 
in  tlic  Kiigar>tnist  ca»c  that  a  trust  wua  in  avoidanco  uiiJ  dis- 
regard  of  tlic  laws  of  tlio  Stato.y  y 

To  tlio  monopoly  of  oil.  ubicli  tras  tlie  starting -point,  lan 
being  added  by  its  proprietors,  one  after  tlieotlior,  as  we  liave 
ekowD,  a  progressivo  series  of  other  monopolies,  from  natural 
gas  to  iron.  To  tbeee  assets  is  now  to  bo  added  our  bill  of 
rights.  The  long  fingere  of  this  power  of  niortuiain  reincar- 
nate are  long  enotigU  to  reach  from  its  conn  ting-room  to  the 
Constitutional  Coivciitioii.  The  new  Magna  Clmrta,  to  widely 
the  people  look  for  help  against  void  and  unlawful  combina-l 
tiona,  is  to  bo  drafted  by  committees  made  ap  by  tlio  attorney* 
of  the  cbiof  of  tbe^o  x'oid  and  unlawful  combinations.  Tlio 
instrument  whidi  is  to  protect  the  people  agninKt  monopoly 
will  come  to  them  only  after  cTory  section  Iia«  been  exposed 


■SUte  of  Olilo  M  rtl.  Datiil  K.  WaCMti.  Attornoy-Oononl,  m.  Suiidanl  CHI 
Compaiijr  of  <^l>><>-    49  Otiio  Butu  Reiiuiu,  p,  SIT. 

*  Kive  M.  TruKMi  of  tliu  StaaJinl  Oil  Trutt.  S>i  prem«  Ooutt.  Special  Tarn, 
Fin  I.  AnJrewa,  Judg&  Rejiorttd  in  the  Sew  Vork  Laa  Journal,  April  26, 
18H. 
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to  tlra  monldiuf;  tonob  of  tlio  greatost  tnoiiopoly  in  history. 
'*  Tbta  bnsliitiiui  belongs  to  xa."  and  tbelre  ia  the  first  and  tbo 
last  band  oti  tlic  reins  of  tbc  coin'tnlion.  The  people  can  vot 
ou  tbc  Cuiietilution  iiftur  it  is  inadn,  but  tbo  trust  wilt  eeo  it 
made.  If  tbc  now  Comstilution  is  mado  bo  obnoxious  tbat  it 
i»  rejected,  as  Ibat  of  1S67  was,  tho  old  Couetitnlioii  will  do  fopj 
the  next  tifty  years  as  for  tho  last  tifl}'.  It  is  not  monopoly 
tbat  needs  tbc  reviBion. 

Is  tbi^  tlie  end?    Wbcn  before  tbe  Intentato  Commerce' 
Coinini^sion,  tliQ  bead  of  tbt!  combination  was  asked: 

"Tbe  properties  included  in  your  trust  aro  distributed  all 
orer  tbe  United  States,  are  tliey  noti" 

"Oil,  not  all  over  the  United  States.  Tbey  ore  dtatrib- 
uted.** 

"Aro  1  bey  not  distributed,  and  aro  tliey  not  foffioiently 
iinineroiie  to  meet  tlic  t'cquii'Gnienls  of  your  business  from  tbo 
Atlantic  to  tbo  Pacific,  and  from  ibe  tiulf  to  tbo  iiortbem 
boundary!"      ' 

"  Not  yet."' 

Tbo  reply  came  in  a  tone  and  with  a  stnilo  so  Eignifiomnt 
tliat  it  was  answei-cd  by  a  com preb ending  langb  from  the 
wbolo  roora — jud^e*,  lawyers,  reportcre,  i^pectators,  and  all. 

"Notyotr* 

<  Teatimunr.  Itloe  n,  Louttiine  moil  Xuhvillc  lUUrow]  H  at,  before  Inter- 
■tal«  Coiniu«TCc  Commlitcc,  p.  S&6. 


chapter  xxsii 
"not  business" 

^  Tffis  "businces  success''  ia  tlie  greatest  commercial  and 
fhuneial  schie^cment  of  liiBtoiy.  Its  broad  fonndation  was 
laid  in  tho  ycara  from  1S73  to  1S79,  the  severest  time  of  panic  I 
for  ol!ici"8  the  world  has  known.  A  imivei-snl  j»iindice  of  ill- 
iortnno  has  given  ita  sallow  complexion  to  every  one  else. 
From  t!ie  Allcgtianles  to  tlic  Ciiiioisns  tliousands  of  men  Iiaire 
been  sonieliow  thrown  out  of  work  bccaugo  so  nmch  new  work 
liftfi  come  to  tlic  \rorId.  "At  tlio  tiadi  of  a  tclcgrapliic  mes- 
sage from  Cleveland,  OIjIo,"  fluid  tlio  people  of  tlie  oil  regions 
iti  tlieir  appeal  la  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  in  1S7S, 
"liundredit  of  luca  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  at 
a  few  iioura'  notice,  ziiid  kept  for  weeks  in  a  etato  of  seini- 
Btavvjitioii."  Tliesc  niuii  tUled  up  many  of  t!ic  insurrectionary 
ranks  of  tlic  ^Tcat  raiUvay  etriku  of  1877,  bs  tlic  employe's  of 
the  PonusylvAiiia  Raihruy  declared  in  a  public  cuniiunnicii- 
tion  nt  that  time.  The  eight  oil-producing  connties  of  IVnn- 
sylviinii  were  said  by  tlie  gcnernl  eonncil  of  the  potrolcnm 
producers,  in  a  public  address  in  1879,  to  be  "fjtst  sinking 
beneath  &uch  financial  distress  that  rc:>istanca  to  threatened 
bankruptcy  or  servitude  could  not  long  be  made."  They 
IV  grew  too  poor  to  pay  tlio  counsel  they  employed  to  help  them 
^  tho  courts,  the  legislatures,  and  before  the  executive  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Conferees.  "  The  iinivorsftl  complaint  we 
find  is  the  poverty  of  the  people,  not  their  niiwillinj^icss  to 
give."  "I  am  ashamed,^*  said  one  uf  tlioiu  iu  court,  "  lu  see 
our  counsel  ertry  day  on  accoant  of  the  beggarly  airionuts  I 


have  paid  tliem.     A  large  number  of  producers  have  sdI^ 
ficvilicd  tiint  Imvo  not  paid."  ' 

Men  who  were  "frozen  out*'  of  tlieir  occupation  in  trans- 
porliti;;  or  rolliiiii^  oil  took  to  iiiitj[insf  wells.  "That  is  Uio 
only  tliiiij;  they  liava  been  allowt'd.  to  do.  Tliey  went  on  in  a 
wild  WAV,  liuriting  new  oil,  and  wlieii  tliey  found  it  tliej  would 
develop  it  rapidlj-."  Tlii*  made  ull  fidl  iti  price,  wid  tlic  more 
tlicjf  prodncL'd  tlio  mnro  tlitry  had  to  produce.  The  wages  of 
labor  kept  going  down.  Tliey  were  lower  in  1S88  tliun  tiiey 
M-eru  twenty-four  yem-s  before,  "A  well-digger  that  I  paid 
^">  u  day  ami  his  expanses  tivcnty-foiir  yciirs  ngo  is  now  work- 
iiij-  fur  !^4l)  a  month.  That  is  true  of  e%'ery  department  of  the 
oil  business  no  far  as  the  wngcft  of  workmen  »re  concerned." 
"  We  were  610,000,000  poorer  at  the  end  of  I8B7  than  nt  llie 
liOf^iiuiing."  said  tlio  association  of  oil  producere  of  I'ennsyl- 
vania.  Their  cxcentivo  conimittcc  the  next  year  eaid  the 
people  were  on  '*  the  verge  of  banlirnptcy."  ' 

Tiic  riiilronds  wcra  no  happier  than  tlio  laborers,  tho  pro- 
ducere, the  mannfaoturers,  or  the  mcrclmnls.  As  earljr  aa 
isro  Vaiiderbilt  II.  declared  that  the  oil  business  of  the  rail- 
roads— wwrih  ©30,000,000  a  year — had  been  destroyed. 

"I  tliitik  tlio  bubiness  is  gone."  ' 

In  185)2  a  number  of  rctinei-s  niid  prodncers  of  PcnnsyU 
rania,  in  a  formal  appeal  to  Ciovernor  Pattison,  naked  liiin  to 
invostigatti  the  eansea  wbiuh  wero  working  ''to  the  injnrioiis 
depression  if  not  the  nltimatt;  de.itniiitlon  of  agi'eat  industry." 
In  the  K»me  year  mutterings  of  a  turbulent  discontent  and 
threats  of  violence  and  the  dcstniclion  of  property,  repeating 
those  of  1S72,  were  heard  a^nin  in  Pcnni^ylvaiiia  and  in  Ohio, 
vbich  hnd  become  an  oil-producing  State.  "Hany  of  the  oil 
prodncoi-8,"  *  member  of  their  protective  association  in  Ohio 
said,  in  tho  spring  of  1803,  **«r«  in  a  bad  way.    They  are  at 


'  TntimanT,  Common ircaHU  at  ?vune;lv»ila  ml  r<^un>j1miia  RulrMd  «f  al.. 
1879.  |>,  a77. 

•TuC'inuriT,  Trutu,  CongrM*,  |g;8,  p|>.  |8,  SS,  69,  SS,  111. 

MV.  tl.  VaoJ«bili,  New  Ywk  A.«.i>bW  "llcpbiuB"  lUpon,  «W,  pp.  UH, 
IW9.    TcxllmatiT,  TriMU,  CaagreM,  18M,  p.  S1&. 


that  [luiiit  tliat  thoy  don't  know  juat  wlioro  llioir  next  sack  of 
flour  its  coming  from,  and  I  atn  nut  eurpmcd  at  anytliiiii^r  tlicy 

This  iii'cji  of  low  pressure,  following  tlio  liabit  of  American 
storiiiB,  made  iteeU  felt  abroad  in  bnnkruptctcs  and  fulling 
wa^'ca  from  Scotlntid  to  liitkn  fttid  beyond.  Muauwliilo  tlie 
little  no*t-egg  of  nothinpf  of  tlio  grou|>  wliieli  CJinie  into  tlie 
field  iti  1802  grew  to  ^1,000,000  in  1870;  to  ^2,500,000  in 
1872?  to  $3,500,000  in  1ST5;  to  $70,000,000  in  1*183;  and  in 
1837  to  a  capital  of  ;Pi90,no 0,000,  wliich  the  New  York  Legis- 
latnre  reporter!  in  138S,  "according  to  tlie  testimony  of  tlie 
trust's  preai.Jont,"  to  bo  worth  "  not  less  tlian  «148,000,000."  ' 
Bef.jru  the  truet  was  dissolved  in  name,  in  IS92,  and  the 
"  ti'nstees"  betook  tlicmsclvcs  to  the  greater  sec-lneion  of  sep- 
nrato  corporatione,  ii<.-lin|,'  in  concorl,  its  etoek  sold  as  high  m 
1S5,  a  vatiiatiou  of  $166,500,000  fur  the  whole. 

Ita  dividends  had  been  ^10,SOO,000  ityenr  for  Bovcral  year*. 
Tliesn  duciit  incomes  and  the  vnster  eiinis  accninuhitcd  ad  un- 
divided  pruRls  inado  thcin^elvea  visible  in  the  pn>grL-t»)ivo 
ambonpoini  of  the  capitalization.  In  the  aix  years  (iS76-Sl) 
preceding  their  tahing  tho  veil  as  trnstccs  their  net  cnrn- 
inge  a<ldcd  up  the  total  of  ^55,000,000.  In  tlio  next  six 
years  (to  18SS}  the  dividends  alone — not  the  net  earnings — 
wore  more  than  $50,000,000.'  These  did  not  absorb  tiieir 
profits.  In  one  year  they  epcnt  §8,000,000  ont  of  their  prof- 
its for  construction,  heeidce  making  the  regular  payments  to 
stockhuldcrci.' 

"All  tiiis  vast  wealth,"  llic  Xew  York  Legislature  said,  '■  Js 
the  growth  of  about  twenty  years;  this  property  haamorothan 
doubled  in  value  in  six  years,  and  with  tliis  increase  thu  trust 
,bas  made  aggregate  dividends  during  tliat  period  of  over  lSoO,> 
'000,000.  It  is  one  of  the  moat  active,"  the  report  contiiined, 
"and  possibly  the  most  formidable  moneyed  power  oi)  tins 
continuut.'' ' 


<  Report,  Trufts,  Kcir  York  Senate,  1S6B,  p.  a. 
*Tc*linionr,  tVjrOMi".  Now  York  .Scimti-.  IftH.I,  p.  «79, 
,  TruiU,  New  Yoib  S«niitc,  ]8S 
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"Tliis  u  an  iuimoiiso  property,"  sa^rs  llio  IntereUte  Com- 
merce Corniiii^ioti, "...  and  it  gives  an  imrneiise  power  wliieh 
JB  capnifie  of  being  so  employed  aa  to  put  all  compctitorB  nt  n 
grcAt  iiud  ptirliapti  ruinous  disadvaiita*^."  ' 

For  tUe  fir«t  time  tlio  Ncv  York  invc£ti«:ation  of  IS&S  re- 
venled  tli.it  it  was  only  tlio  beglimiiig  of  the  truth  that  thcsfli 
hundreds  of  mitliotig  were  controlled  by  "trustees."     It  now' 
became  known  that  some  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  onrncd 
porionally  more  than  half  of  every  concern  in  tlio  trust,  and 
of  (he  best  ones  oM'ncd  all. 
/     "These  eight  tinistccB  control  all  tlieeo  ninety  millions  of 
'property  eciittcrcd  over  tlic  United  States!''  tlie  pi'ceident  o£ 
I   the  trust  was  asked. 

"  Tliey  have  as  trnstoce,  and  they  ha^e  as  itidividua]  ownera 
both."' 

In  corroboration  of  tlii«  testimony  the  trust  furnished  the 
New  York  Senate  Committee  of  ISSS  n  '*  list  uf  corporations, 
tlio  stocks  of  M'liicli  arc  wholly  or  partia.ny  huid  by  thu  triia- 
tees  of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust."  Iti  this  list,  under  the  head 
of  "New  York  State,"  flp|)ear6  Ihie:  "Capital  utock,  $5,000,- 
000.  Stnndnril  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  nmnnfftcturers 
of  petrolcnin  prodncts.  Standard  Oil  Trust  ownership,  en- 
tire."* IJnt  when  the  company  was  ihi-eatencd  with  the  for- 
feitnrc  of  its  cliartcr  by  the  proceedings  before  the  Attorney* 
General  in  May,  1894,  its  president  nin<lo  oatli  ns  fullows: 
"The  Standard  Oil  Company  of  Now  York  never  permitted 
ita  stock  to  be  transferrod  to  truBteoe."  ■* 

Even  this  ownership  by  ei^Ut  men  is  not  the  wliole  of  tbe 
trnth.  The  eiglit  trustees  have  a  ruling  pow(>r  within  them* 
eelvcB.     An  examination  of  the  pei'soniict  uf  tlic  bimrd  at  tlie 

■  liilcTvUlc  Cbiiitiierv«  CumiDlMluti  ttvporls,  «o1.  i.,  p.  722. 

»T«*limon«,  Truiii,  Kt'W  YotU  8enat^  li«B«,  pp.  SM,  407,  ill,  412,  IJJ,  41(1. 
43,601.  *Sainc,|>.  371. 

*  Dofotw  tbo  Alb>riic]r*(]csienl  a(  N«w  Yutk.     In  llie  millur  at  tho  apjillntioB 
of  thu  rcutral  Labur  L'aioii  «ni]  oilter«  lo  Ifatt  Att«rii<.7-Gtnenl  lu  liKva  blot  iippi; 
to  Die  Kuprcin«  Court  tar  l«*re  u>  begin  Action  kj^i&oL  tlio  SunJaH  Oil  CMUpany 
ol  Ncit  York  to  vacate  tlio  charier  [licneot.    AlBdBTit,  pmiilcnt  Studird  03 . 
OHapui;,  Uaj,  I8M. 
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beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  it»  carocr  as  a  bom-d  eliowi 
four  men  ahvnyg  tliere.  This  ugrccs  with  tiic  remark  r<>{)urted 
in  tJio  press  to  liavo  been  made  b;)f  tlio  solicitor  of  lli«  trust 
upon  its  ostensible  dlBsohition  in  1893:  "A  inajorit)'  of  the 
Block  being  held  by  four  men." 

A  friiMidiy  journal,  the  New  York  .SVn,  of  April  25.  1889, 
in  au  cditoriiil  pArn^raph  concerning  the  wealth  of  one  of  the 
trnstcee,  said:  'Ulie  regular  income  ie  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  a  rcai*.  That  makes  him  the  richest  man  in  the 
I'liited  StiitoB — perliape  Iho  very  richest  in  the  world."  This 
is  nearly  tlii-ee  times  the  dividends  paid  in  1S92  to  all  its 
stockbuldem  by  llio  Bank  of  England.  The  Rank  of  England 
has  built  Mp  this  earnitig  power  by  two  Imndred  years'  work 
at  tlic  head  of  thchfinaueue  of  the  gi-catcst  empire  of  history. 
This  AmoricAn  wins  thrice  its  dividend  capability  in  less  llian 
a  geDcnition  by  contriving  nnd  managing  an  inetitntion  which 
ho  says  does  not  do  any  bnsiness.  Another  onlti-ely  friendly 
paper,  with  sonrces  of  information  of  the  very  best,  pnl  hfs 
income  two  yeai-s  later  at  §30.000,000  a  year.'  Nm  denial  of 
the  Sati'ti  statement  was  attempted,  and  tlic  Hun  never  wit1l> 
drew  or  nioditit^d  its  lii^iircs.  Shortly  after  the  secretary  of 
the  tniet  gave,  in  a  public  interview,  a  statement  of  the  in- 
come of  its  principal  members.  That  of  one  of  them  he  put 
at  $9,0i>0,000  a  year;  his  own  at  $3,000,000. 

This  wealth  is  as  much  too  vast  for  the  average  arithmetical 
comprehcmtion  as  the  size  of  the  dog-star,  400  times  larger 
than  the  t^tiii.  TliCBu  incomes  arc  snms  whicli  tlicir  fortunate 
owners  could  not  count  us  they  ruuelvcd  them,  [f  tlivy  did 
nothing  bnt  stand  all  day  at  the  printing-presses  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  while  the  millions  came  nncnnklcd  out  in 
crisp  une-dullai'  greenbacks,  or  worked  only  at  catching  the 
now  dollars  aa  they  rolled  out  from  (he  dies  of  the  JJint,  thoy 
could  not  connt  them.  If  they  worked  eight  hours  n  day,  and 
six  days  a  week,  and  fifty-two  weeks  in  the  year,  they  conld 
not  count  their  money.    Tlio  dollars  would  como  faster  than 
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tlicir  fingers  could  ontcli  tlioin ;  tlie  dollara  would  elip  oat  of. 
llieir  cliitcli  nnd  rail  to  tlie  floor,  »iid,  piling  iipaiid  n[>,  woaldl 
rciicli  tlioir  Icitcc»,  tluJr  inlddle,  tlicir  arriiB,  their  mouth,  and] 
filitlflA  would  \}V-  AiiiilT(T<t  nut  in  IiIb  own  gold. 

Coininodoro    Vaiidurbilt,  Pnrtoii    tell*   us,  -was  forty-foar] 
y«ar&  old  twforo  lie  wa£  worth  ^400,000.    In  tlie  next  thirty 
years  Iio  increased  tliifl  lu  over  ^100,000,000 — pcriuips  twice 
that ;  no  oiiu  knows.     Vaiideihilt  Iiad  to  multiply'  this  tieet- 
©gg  t)f  Ills  forty -foil  nil  yvtat  250  lime*,  but  one  of  tlie«o  **  triis-l 
tees"  will  Im  a  biilionairc  wlioii  he  has  turned  himself  over! 
only  ten  liiUN.     Poor's  Railroad  3tanxtal  eliowe  tlieec  incii 
mid  lliuir  asBociatCB  to  be  presidt-iits  or  directore  in  thousands 
of  miles  of  railroads,  valued  at  hundrcdoof  inillious.    Their 
names  were  protnhiert  in  the  railroad  **dc-al"  of  1893  ftiid ' 
1893,  which  had  for  its  end  to  put  the  wliolo  of  Xew  Knglniid  ' 
under  one  hand,  conlrolling  both  its  hind  :lii(]  water  coiinoc- 
tions  with  the  rest  of  tlic  country.    They  stand  at  the  receiptj 
of  cn«toti)  at  the  railroad  £*atc8  to  the  nil  n-^ions;  to  the  coaU 
fields  of  IVnnsylvauia,  Oliio,  Kentucky,  AVest  Virginia,  UU- 
noie ;  the  copper,  gold,  nnd  silver  mines  of  the  West ;  lite  iroa 
tniuee  of  the  West  and  South  ;  the  turpentine  fon-ate  and  the 
lanibcr  regioue  and  cotton  fields;  tlio  food-producing  areas  of 
the  Missiaeippi  basin  :  the  grazing  laude  of  the  plains.     Tliey 
are  nsvners  in  the  principal  etcnni^liip  Hue  between  America 
and  Ktiropc,  and  in  the  "  whalcbacke,^'  whieli  appear  destined 
to  dnve  other  models  out  of  tiie  freight  trattio  of  the  lakes, 
and  hai-e  bognn  to  appear  on  the  KsBtern  and  Wceturu  oceans, 
to  capture  the  earryJng  business  of  tlio  world.    Kvery  dollar 
for  the  eoiistniL'tioit  of  »  8iato  biiUdiiig  at  the  AVorld'ii  Fair 
vrns  advanced  by  one  uf  tliem,  as  the  priudpal  joiininl  of  tlio 
State  announced,  and  it  referred  to  liitn  an  "  the  man  who 
breathes  life  into  it«  Eoet  cootit  towns,  and  the  lifting  of  Ids 
pen  by  his  hand  is  like  turning  apsidcdown  the  liorn  of 
plenty."    They  aro  '•  in  "  the  best  things — telographe,  the  gas 
supply  of  our  large  eitiev,  Rtroet.railway^,  eteel  mills,  ship- ; 
yards,  Cinadian  and  American  ii-on  mines,  town  sites.    Oro 
dug  out  of  their  own  iron  inincB  at  the  head  of  Lake  Suiie- 
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rior  is  can-i«d  over  their  own  railroitd  to  tlieir  owo  furnaoea 
and  itiilU.  It  rcjlU  along  until  that  wliicli  bcgaii  tu  move  as 
ore  lies  at  llio  Jucks  of  clicir  ship-yard^  m  a  finished  vcMcl, 

cut  out    l]f  tllL-  llliJU[|t!Ut)H,  Oft  iC  WCIf,  At  UQC  cllCItp  StI'uUc,  01* 

is  loaded  iu  liiu  care  in  sotiie  perfected  elinpc  of  etccl,  ns  stcniii 
radiators  or  wliat  nut.  Tiiey  feed  entire  nnjtintiiiii  ranges 
into  their  mills  witli  one  band,  and  with  tEio  other  <l<.'e)intcU 
tiio  {irodiict  iti  tlieir  own  en.!*!!  and  slups  to  all  nmrlccts.  iJe- 
trAyai,  harilcruptcy,  broken  lictirts,  imd  duiitU  Iiava  kupt  <|ni(;lc 
step  witli  t!ie  march  i>f  the  cotKjimrors  in  iron  as  in  oil.  Tht^y 
arc  in  the  conibiiiation  in  antltrucite  coii),  witli  \rhich  tlie 
Hcqiiitiitinii  liy  an  Ameiiciui  eyndicjitc  of  tlic  Nova  Sculin  coal 
deposits  is  cioecly  connected.  Theirs  h  the  lnrgc»t  ehitm  ja 
tlie  iintural-gas  businese  in  Fennsylrnnin,  Oliio,  New  York, 
Indiiinn.  Illinois.  They  nre  in  tliecoriibinntion  which  controls 
lend,  from  pig  to  wliitc  Icail,  nnd  tnrpcntiuc  mid  liusced-oil 
and  paints. 

"Its  tnenibfiV'  >t,  vns  snid  in  llic  appHciitlon  to  the  At- 
torney-General  of  New  York,  in  1^1)4,  for  a  forfeiture  of  one 
of  their  chnrtcrs,  "  are  now  presidents  and  dircctore  in  S3,000 
miles  of  road,  one-fifth  of  tlie  total  mileage  in  the  I'nited 
Stntcs.  ItA  snrplns  is  invested  in  banking,  in  niitnral  mid 
manufacturing  gas  coinpanieB,  iu  iron  ore  beds  and  coal  beds 
and  crnde-oil  prndiirtion,  in  lead  and  zinc,  hi  turpentine  nnd 
cotton -Aced  oil.  in  steel,  in  jntc  niantifacture,  in  occah  steam- 
ships, in  piiUtiitl  hotels,  in  strcct-niilroads." 

Most  of  their  interests  arc  in  public  fiincIJons,  railroads, 
pipe  lines,  teleffraphs,  postal  contracts,  steainci-s,  mnnicipal 
franchittcfi,  and  the  like;  hat  it  is  inipossiblo  to  know  tlieir 
full  extent  with  our  prcsont  cnude  niu:nis  for  enforeinif  the 
truth  that  property  is  ptiwer  and  that  civiliziition  endiuies 
no  irresponsible  Rnonjinons  power.  The  onrporution  is  an 
agency  by  which  tlio  capitalist  can  do  business  in  ambus* 
cade.  "They  are  all  in  our  company,"  said  the  manager  of 
a  very  important  public  agency,  '*  but  their  names  do  not  ap- 
pear." It  is  not  ont  of  deference  to  the  fibeolete  idea  that 
BQCli  matterii  are  pi'ivatu  buatticss  that  all  the  details  of  their 
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poeeessione  are  not  given,  bnt  only  because  they  an  nut 
known. 

"Tliere  is  no  &nch  tiling  as  extemporATieous  acqni&itton," 
Daniel  AVebetcr  eaiU;  but  ho  epolio  of  eloqticnce,  not  uf  tho 
perfected  modern  commerce.  Sclligwe,  llio  French  p^cnins  to 
tvhose  di^'overica  iiothiiii'of  ei[t\^\  iiiiportiniL'ulia;^lipen  added, 
is  not  di^iiilied  with  an  L>iiti'y  in  tliu  cii^yulopit'dius  or  bio> 
graphiciil  dictioiiai-ies.  For  "  Colonel"  Drake,  who  struck  oj], 
a  pension  had  to  be  provided  by  liis  frit-tida  lu  the  regions 
which  lit:  had  tilled  vritli  foiintaiiia  of  wcnltli.  Mr.  Van 
Byckcl,  who  tlret  proved  tho  pipe  line  to  be  practicable,  died 
iu  liutrdlo,  par»iytic,  liclplcse,  and  poor. 

riio  "itgo  of  oil"  conld  not  Imve  coino  witiiont  llie  oil 
snd  tho  drill  nnd  derrick',  and  tlieso  in  AnieriL-a  are  the 

eal  descendants  of  the  fii-st  salt  well,  drilled  and  whittled 
out  of  tlio  rocka  by  the  Kuffncr  brothers,  in  ISOfi,  in  the 
"Oi-eat  Buflalo  Lick"  of  the  Kanawha.  Their  first  "drill*' 
VBS  a  grcul  ^^-cninorc-trce,  four  feet  thi-on£;h,  holloaed  ont, 
Kt  on  end  on  tho  ground  in  the  lick,  and  gradually  lowered 
Its  the  cnrth  luul  stone  witiiin  were  dug  uwnv  by  a  man  inside. 
When  they  «ime  to  the  rcwk,  xvhicli  tliey  could  not  blast  be- 
cause it  WAS  under  water,  they  hung  a  rotiglily-made  iron  drill 
by  a  riipe  to  a  spring  pole  and  wont  inuli  by  inch  through  the 
rock,  "  Uit^king  down  "  the  well.  Melal  lubes  were  not  to  be 
had,  but  tho  Yankee  whittlcr  solved  the  problem  of  tubing 
tlio  well.  Two  elcndcr  strip*  of  wood  were  whittled  into  two 
long,  thin,  lintf  ttibcg,  inid  tied  together.  Tliis  is  tlio  genesis 
of  the  bored  "well"  and  the  "drill  and  dernek." '  It  took 
eighteen  months  to  aecompliftli  this,  but  the  wonder  is  that  it 
-was  done  at  uU  "without  preliminary  study,  prcvions  expe- 
rience or  training.witliotit  precedent,  in  a  uewly-f^ettled  country 
withont  £teaiii-power,  machine-ehop,  skilled  meubanice,  suita- 
ble tools  or  materials." 

These  Blmo»t- forgotten  men,  shrewd,  patient,  undauntable, 

'Dr.  J.  r.  ITtlc, a(CtMr)e«lan,Ve«t  Vir|;iB!*,  in  lli«  mitiin*  ptrpiroJ  b;  pMf, 
H.  L  Unurv.  autl  iaaiie>l  br  thn  Suite  Ccnlnawl  Boanl,  on  the  iviuunxs  vS  Ibe 
:iau.    QuoicU  by  5.  F  rpckbam,  Vaiui  SUWt  Ccmoi,  IMK,  p. «. 
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were  tho  pioneers  of  tlie  i>kilfiil  well-borers  who  have  gone 
forth  from  tlie  Kanawha  welU  all  over  the  country  to  bore 
wells  for  irrigation  on  the  Western  pkine,  for  cities,  factories, 
iUiii  private  \ise.,  for  ealt,  for  gHS,  for  geological  nii<l  tnintu-a- 
logical  exploratioii6,-AniI  for  oil.  "  Billy  Morris,"  of  the  Ka- 
iia^ba  boringt;,  invented  n  tool  8iin]>!c  enongli,  but  not  so  fiiiii* 
pie  as  to  be  dcBcribod  here,  called  the  ''slips"'  or  "jars," 
which  has  done  moro  for  deep  boring  than  anything  except 
the  Kteniii-eti^inc,  and  for  which,  conetdering  the  [tnrt  plnved 
in  the  life  of  man  by  oi),  gas,  water,  brine,  and  other  wells, 
we  are  told  he  "deserves  to  be  ranked  witli  tho  invontora  of 
the  8ewing-nmclii[ie,  reaper,  and  cotton -giu,"'  IJnt  "  Uncle 
Hilly"  made  n  free  gift  to  tho  well-diggers  of  tht"  world  of 
liifi  iiivahiable  "slips,"  and  BlL|)ped  into  poverty  and  an  iin- 
known  grave.  To  Joshua  Merrill,  more  than  to  any  one  else, 
belongs  the  honor  of  bringing  the  niHiiiifacture  of  oil  in 
Aincricu  to  its  perfection.'  He  made  better  oil  than  any  one 
clae,  and  lie  luvcd  his  work.  "  I  was  thirty-two  ycai«  in  the 
oil  biiBiucsa.  It  was  tho  business  of  my  life.'"  Bnt  he  had 
to  dismantle  his  refinery,  and  join  the  melancholy  proccMion 
of  two  thousand  years  of  scout?,  inventors,  pioneers,  capital- 
ists, and  toilers  who  niareh  behind  the  sncccegfiil  uiou. 

Yet,  strange  to  say,  these  successful  men  did  not  discover 
tho  oil,  nor  how  to  "strike"  it.  Tlicy  were  not  ilio  lucky 
owners  of  oil  lands.  As  lato  as  1S88  tliey  produced  only  300 
barrels  a  day — abont  1  in  every  3000 — "an  infinitesimal 
aniomit,'*  their  president  said.'  Tlioy  did  not  invent  any  of 
the  processed  of  retiinrig.  They  did  not  devise  the  pipe  line, 
and  ihuy  did  all  tliey  conld  to  prevent  the  building*  of  the  first 
pipe  line  to  the  seaboard,  and  to  cripple  the  sncccMifnl  cxpen- 
lucnt  of  piping  rutlncd  oil.*     They  own  all  the  important  rc- 


*  Parolfiim  and  lit  Produett.  by  S  F.  Pecklioin.  V.  &  Ccn»u*.  1885,  ^  1. 

•S.  DnQ«  Unjtf.  niioipii  in    Hpiirj'*  Earli/  and  f^lrr  lliVorg  of  Pttnltun, 

1S6. 

>  Tottimonv,  Jtwliun  lUmll,  Trii*t»,  C(>n|;r«m,  tOSS,  pt  S7<h 

'  TmHiiiuiiv,  TnisU,  Htw  York  Sviute,  IS88,  p|x  386,  4iS. 

*Teatiiuua;,  Triuu,CongnM,  ises,  p.  S3.  'Soep.  lOB. 
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6nerie»,  ivnd  yet  tlic/  linve  built  very  few.    TUey  did  not  pr 
jcct  tlic  tatik-car  system,  wliich  cmne  buforo  tlieiu,'  und  have 
used  tlieir  irrc&ietibtu  power  to  i>ruvent  ltd  gcucral  u&o  or 
tliQ  rnilroade,  and  encccssfiilh*.'    Tlicy  wcro  not  tho  first  to 
enter  tlio  fiold  in  niiy  department.    Tlicy  did  not  liavo  as 
grcut  capital  or  skill  ns  tlicir  competitors.'     Tliey  began  tboirj 
caiTcr  in  tbe  wrong  place — at  Cleveland — out  of  tlie  ^raJ 
of  ibo  welU  and  tbe  ptincipal  tnarkcts,  necessitating  several 
Initidred  miles  mure  of  traneportatiun  for  nil  of  tlicir  prod- 
net  Mtat  was  marketed  in  the  Kaet  or  Europe'     Tliey  had  no 
procose  of  refining  oil  vliicb  otiiors  bad  not,  and  no  Icgiti-^ 
mate  advnntaj^cs  over  otliei-s.'    Tliey  did  not  oven  itivLMit  thi 
robate.    Tiioy  made  oil  poor'  and  ecarce'  and  dear.* 

The  power  to  cbalk  down  daily  ou  the  black-board  of  tiic 
New  York  I*i-otlnce  Exchange  the  price  at  wliich  ]>eople  in\ 
two    licini&plLercs  eliall    buy   tliclr  liglit  has  followed  tlicsoj 
itrokes  of  "  cbeapnces  " : 

/'  1.  I'rciglit  ratcj  to  the  general  pnbltc  have  been  iiicreaiicdiJ 
often  to  donblc  and  more  what  is  paid  by  a  favored  few.* 
/  S.  Tbe  conKtrnction  has  been  resisted  of  new  lines  of  traoi 

'portation  by  rail," 

.'J.  Anil  pipe."    This  lias  been  done  by  litigation,"  by  infln- 

iQnce, by  violence," even  to  tlic  tbreatened  neo  of  cannon,"  and 
by  legislation,  ag  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  to  prevent  the-j 
'•  right  of  eminent  doninln  from  being  given  by  ''  free  pipc-lini 
bills"  to  the  people  generally. 

4.  The  cost  of  pipeage  has  been  raiged." 

5.  Uivers  and  caitals  have  been  closed.'* 


'  TmiIidoiij>,  Tfuutt,  CongTC^  1888,  p.  IStl.  *  Sh  chi.  i\.  kiuI  xrlt. 

'New  Vark  AiDuinlil/  *■  He)rburn "  Itepurt,  1S70,  p.  <i.     TMlimonr, 
pp.  SI123.  U4i.    TciliraoTijr,  Trusu,  OongNAii.  1888.  pp.  223-26.  its.  US.  U8. 
•  •S«ir  Ywk  AweinWj  •■Ilepbam"  |{i.-poit.  18"»,  p.  *3.    TMlimoor,  Tr 

*  New  Yotk  dMcinUjr  "  Oepl^itTn  "  Rtport,  1814,  p,  ?1L  Tcstliaonj,  Camn 
wmIU)  of  Pennsttrsuk  i>j.  r««in»t1niDia  lUMitHid  H  ot.,  1879,  p.  i*yt, 

*t!oap.WU.  <SMpp.Kl,lSX.      ■Smp.ita  'Sn  pi).40,  !tl?. 

■*SMpL  BOA.        >iS«ep.  108.  "See  pp.  HI,  SPl,  lit. 

"SmplMI.         "8m  p.  102.  "Scoppi  Ub-tt.      "  Sec  ppL  UT.  2M. 
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0.  Oil  lias  been  mado  to  ran  to  wasto  on  tlto  gronnd.* 

7.  Tlio  outflow  of  oil  from  tho  cartli  bas  boon  ehnt  down.' 

8.  Tim  outflow  of  bimiaD  energy  tbat  eo[i<;ht  tu  turn  it  to 
buman  use  bas  been  etint  down  hy  restrictin*;  tlio  iiiftnufuetare 
bj,*  tbe  combination  and  by  others,  by  contract,'  dismantling,' 
and  fxi>losion.* 

i>.  Ili^b  fees  bftve  been  maintained  for  inftpcction,*  and  tbe 
inepcctoi'i  bnve  been  brongbt  into  eqairocal  relations  with 
tbe  monopoly.' 

10.  Tho  general  iieo  of  tjink>cars  and  tank-etcnmers  bas 
been  prevented.* 

11.  Tbe  {icoplo  have  been  excluded  from  tbe  free  and  eqnai 
nse  of  tho  docks,  fitorcbouscs,  and  other  torininnl  facilities  of 
tbo  railroads  in  the  groat  liarbore  of  export.' 

12.  Inventors  and  their  better  processes  bavo  been  smotli- 
orod." 

13.  Mun  have  been  paid  more  for  epyinf;  than  they  coald 
earn  by  working/' 

14.  "Killing  delay"  has  been  created  in  tlie  administration 
of  justice. " 

All  are  poorer — oil-prodncore,  land-otrnere,  all  labor,  all  tho 
railroad?,  all  the  rotincrA,  mei'cliants,  all  the  consanierB  of 
oil — the  whole  people.  I^^  oil  lias  flowed,  less  light  eboiio, 
and  there  baa  been  lees  Imppinees  and  virtne.  In  every  one 
of  the  few  intervaU,  says  Eludson,  during  which  oil  could  flow 
freely  to  Pitl*bnrg,  all  tlio  buBtnesscs  connected  with  it  were 
active  and  expanding." 

When  the  trust's  secretary  n-as  asked  for  the  proper  namo 
of  the  combination,  Ins  reply  was:  "The  Lord  only  knowe; 
I  don't."     "An  indescribable  thing,"  ho  said  again." 

"Do  yon  understand  the  practical  work  of  reflning  aa  a  ro- 
finer?"  he  was  asked. 

'  Sw  pp.  ion,  \U.  *f^  pp.  107, 191.  *Se«  pii.  AS.  7«. 

'•&e  pp.  43,  IZ,  188.  *  See  p.  3C].  *Sm  p.  SIS. 

*8«o  pp.  SIS,  411.  <  Stw  pp.  IS9.  S2t),  43T.  *Se«  pfi.  103,  IML 

w  Sm  lip.  ISS^S.  >■  Sea  p.  39H.  "  8m  pp.  J4V,  447. 

■*  AiiAmjim  aitd  tie  R^putlif,  hj  3.  l\  Ifaii*»n,  p.  11. 
I  '•T«(imon)-,  Coroow,  Stv  Yoik  S*[i»te,  1888,  pp.  687-14, 
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"I  do  not.  ...  I  bava  not  been  inside  n  reflncrj'  in  ton 
yenre/" 

"Two  niillea  ton  a  niilu  fur  iive  Inindrcil  miles  n-ould  be 
dollar  a  ton  i" 

"I  am  not  able  to  (lemon st rate  that  proposition." 

"  Voii  liavo  Bumc  »rilliiiiclicu)  Itnowledge  V 

"  I  caiinut  uii&wcr  Ikiit  qucetion."  * 

Uu  could  not  £tittc  wlint  proportion  of  tlie  oil  tr.ido  19  now 
cfoiitrollcd  by  tlic  trust:    Jic  bad  never  looked  into  tbat  qiK 
tion,    lie  did  rot  know  who  kiiowa  these  thing*.' 

'•You  own  the  pipe  line  to  Now  York  8" 

"  Yea,  sir." 

*'  Wliat  does  it  cost  yon  to  do  bnsine&s  on  that  pipe  linoT' 

"I  do  nut  know  any  tiling  about  it. . . .  I  bare  never  been  in 
tliQ  oil  rogioiia  but  once  in  my  life.  ...  I  Am  not  a  practicalj 
oil  man.  .  .  .  For  perliiips  eight  yeare  I  have  given  nbeolntclj 
no  atteiitiun  to  the  details  of  onr  business."  * 

Asked  npon  niiotlicr  occasion,  before  the  Ponnsylrania  I<^J 
islatiire,  about  the  accounts  of  the  company  when  lie  wu  it 
secretary,  he  said : 

"  I  am  not  familiar  witli  the  accounte."  * 

'*I  am  a  ciainorerfor  dividend*.    That  is  the  only  fnnction 
1  have,"  snid  another  trustee* 

"When  was  your  hist  rale  given  yon,  the  rate  at  which  yoi 
are  now  being  carried  (on  the  New  York  Central)!" 

'•  I  conld  not  icll."  ' 

The  secretary  bnd  teatitled  lliat  this  associate  attended  to^ 
getting  tlio  rates  of  freight;  but  the  latter  avowed  that  lie 
could  not  remember  "any  rate"  tliat  ho  had  paid  "at  any  time,** 
lint  a  little  later  ho  wlio  could  not  remember  any  rate  be  bad 
over  paid  was  able  to  tell  tlic  committee,  off-hand,  die  exact 
rate  of  freight  on  oil  by  steamer  from  Datoam  in  Uuflsia 


'  T«»llm«iir.  Tn»U,  Coagmi,  188$,  p.  SUS.  *  Suae,  j^  TSI. 

*ainie.  V'  -90-  'Sane.  pp.  iHli.  V78-60. 

'  Invwsii gallon  »f  Kolationn  ofSuiiilinl  Oil  Company  to  tba  Staw.  ISH2,p.  471. 

■TMtlinobv,  Now  York  AmaatUj  ■*  llcpbiini "  Report,  16f«,  p.  SMK. 

*SuM.p.Me7. 
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Liverpool,  nnd  knew  the  rntc  from  llic  wells  at  Babn  by  yail 
to  the  ecu  at  IJatonni ! ' 

"  Had  yon  ever  been  iiiterci>ted  in  the  refining  of  oil  in  any 
manner  wlien  you  first  became  connected  witli  tbo  oil  bust* 
□cseJ"  anotlicr  tnistcs  wae  naked. 

"  K  ever." 

*'  Op  the  production  of  oil  !'* 

"  Never." 

He  VA&  a  railroad  umi),  and  had  l)een  taken  into  the  coin- 
liiiiatioii  for  IiU  value  ns  eucli ;  biit  wlien  he  was  asked  if  he 
could  tull  any  of  the  rates  of  freight  his  company  had  paid, 
lie  Slid  : 

"I  cannot."* 

"  What  is  your  businesa  and  whore  do  yon  reside  ?"  another 
of  the  tnistoes  was  asJced  by  the  Stittc  of  New  York. 

"I  (levliiie  to  answer  any  question  until  I  can  corfciilt 
counsel." ' 

'*  What  18  the  cnpital  stock  V  was  askod  of  anotbor. 

"1  do  not  know." 

"  How  iniieh  has  the  capital  been  incrcawd  einco  I'* 

"1  don't  know." 

'^Wlic're  are  the  ineetiugs  of  tUo  Standard  Oil  Company 
IieW?" 

"  I  doti't  know." 

"How  many  dii-cctors  arb  there?" 

"  I  don't  know." 

"Do  they  own  any  pipe  lineal" 

"I  don't  know." 

"I  don't  know  anything  about  the  rates  of  traneporta- 
tion."' 

"  Wliat  (jiiantity  of  oil  was  exported  by  the  different  con- 
ocnis  with  wliicti  you  were  connected  from  the  port  of  Kew 
York  )(i  ISSl  {"'  the  president  was  asked. 

'■  I  do  not  kuow." 

■  TutltnoBj,  Trud*.  ConercM,  18Se,  pp.  3e«,  333,  t6f ,  VS8.         'Same,  p.  ZOO. 
t'TMlimaiijp,  N'o*  York  AtMtnbly  "  Hapburn  "  It«pi>rt,  1879,  p.  S003. 
^Same,  pp.  S<iM-l4. 
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**  How  mntiy  millions  of  barrels  of  oil  were  rcSned  by  such 
concerns  in  tlic  vicinity  of  New  York  in  1881  ?" 

"  I  don't  know  how  inncli  wns  refined." 

"Did  not  tlie  concern  witli  wliich  yon  were  so  connect 
cd  pnrcliaae  over  8,000.000  barrels  of  crude  petroleam  io 

188]  r 

"  I  am  Tiiifiblo  to  state." 

Ho  wiis  sslied  to  f;ii*e  tlie  nnino  of  one  refinery  in  this 
country,  ri)nnin<;^  at  t)iQ  time  (ISSS),  not  owned  or  stibstaa- 
tinlly  controlled  by  his  concern.     '*  I  decline  to  nnswer."  ' 

EIo  wns  asked  if  he  would  etir  the  total  profits  of  Iiis 
tnmt*s  companies  for  the  last  year  (1887)  wore  not  as  maoh 
as  ^20,000,000. 

"  I  hAvcii*t  tliu  leafit  knowledge  on  thai  subject."  * 

Phrenolngistfi  are  right  Memory  ie  not  to  bo  ranked  with 
the  mental  attributes  of  the  highest  importance.  The  head  of 
the  New  York  Central  could  not  tell  when  a  stock  dividend 
of  Bomething  like  g4fl.OOO,O0O  had  been  declared  on  one  of 
his  ruilroads — and  a  §4*;.000,uOO  dividend  ie  eomething  worth 
rcmemberinjif.  "I  don't  know.  .  .  .  1  don't  reinomber." '  It 
id  lucky  for  tlie  roet  of  ua  that  tbceo  great  men  forget  some- 
thing. 

One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  oil  combination  was  a  witness  in 
Cleveland  in  ISST  in  a  suit  by  tho  State  of  Ohio  against  cer- 
tain railroads. 

"What  bu&incss  in  connection  with  the  oil  business  is  done 
in  the  building  in  which  tho  oil  trust  has  its  office  in  New 
York  V 

**J  do  not  think  I  could  Btato  just  what  bneinoes  is  dooo  in 
that  building,  I  am  8ure." 

Asked  on  the  witness-stand  in  the  Bnffalo  explosion  case 
when  it  was  lie  formed  the  "  trnst "  with  §70,000,000  of  capi- 
tal, the  president  replied:  "I  am  unable  to  slate,"  and  ho 
could  not  say  where  its  articles  of  agreement  were,  nor  who 

■  Teatlroonjr,  Cornm.  Kov  York  Sciiaw,  1B68,  pp.  BSD,  961,  ttti. 
•Twiimonr,  ThiaM.  New  Yofk  SeukW,  1889.  p.  417. 

■  T«tiiD(ui7,  Ne«  York  AaMmbtj  •>  Ucpbani  "  R«|Mn,  1S:»,  p.  ISSS, 
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h»s  control  of  it.  Wlion  questioned  before  tbe  Interstate 
ConimiBaiuEi  Lc  could  not  Icll  within  ^25,000,000  how  nmcU 
business  tbcj  wero  doing  a  year.' 

These  raeti  keep  no  bool;e.  Tlie  whole  arrangement  i^  juat 
a  happy  family,  like  IJurnum's  monkeys,  birJs,  cats,  dogs, 
and  mice  in  the  fiaino  cii^e.  *'  U  i«  a  bneincea  uf  faith,"  ono 
of  the  ruling  four  puts  it.  Atiotiior  u-ii«  a^kcd  about  tlie  ^ 
byhtws  under  wliich  he  and  ht8  asKueiatea  transacted  their 
bufiincM.  "  I  don't  know  that  I  have  seen  a  copy,"  lie 
ruphcd,  and  as  to  where  it,  was  he  was  able  only  tei  "sup- 
potc.'* ' 

When  the  committee  of  tlie  Lcgislatnre  csllcd  for  tbo  books 
recording  the'  transactions  of  tlic  trust  and  its  nltot'ucys  and 
committees,  there  were  practically  none  to  prodrtco.  AH 
there  was  in  the  way  of  a  i-ecoril  of  transactions  of  a  in.igni- 
tnde  beyond  those  of  any  other  commercial  institution  in  this 
country  or  t!io  world  were  a  few  pnges  of  formal  entries 
from  which  nothing  could  be  learned.  The  executive  com* 
inittco  received  and  paeseU  upon  tlio  disbursouienie  of  money 
by  the  treasurer,  and  thu  reports  of  snb-oomniiltuea  and  of 
menil)ers,  who  had  sweeping  powers  of  attorney,  by  which 
these  countless  uiilliuns  were  kept  rolling  themselves  up  into 
nioit,  hut  it  never  kept  any  records. 

"  I  have  no  kiiowled^  of  any  formal  record  having  bccu 
made,"  one  of  them  said.  The  reports  were  "  either  verbal 
or  on  pieces  of  paper.  ...  I  think  it  was  memorandums."  ho 
continued,  and  the  momarnndums  ivore  "  undoubtedly  de- 
stroyed." They  were  transcribed  into  tho  records  of  the 
trustees,  he  said,  but  tlie  search  of  the  committee  showed  that 
tbe  transcription  was  a  ''skeleton,"  consieting'  mainly  of  the 
mere  jdiraee,  ''Minutes  of  tbe  exccntivo  committee  ap* 
proved.'*  "  Tite  real  minutes  do  not  appear  upou  tho  book," 
Senator  Ives,  of  the  comtnittco,  eaid. 

"  There  is  no  book  to  produce  i" 

"There  is  no  book." 

'TaaUmonr,  Bico  cite*,  ai-do.  ItitvHUtc  Coramerec  Commitslon.  tSST,  pp. 
S6S,  SW.  >  T«stimanv,  TruiiU,  Kcnr  York  S«iiat&,  ISSS,  ppL  l&S,  &TT. 
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"  And  there  is  no  meinorandiiiii  ?" 

"  There  is  no  mcmoranduru." ' 

"  Docs  the  truet  keep  boolcB  1"  the  "  president  '*  was  aakei 
by  Congrces. 

"  No,  wc  have  no  eystcin  of  book-keeping." 

On  further  proesnro  ho  enid  tlint  tho  troasarer  bad  "a 
ord  to  know  what  money  cornea  in," 

"  You  IiAve  never  seen  tliose  books  i" 

*'I  do  not  think  1  have  ever  seen  those  booba," 

**IIaa  any  member  of  the  nine"  (trustees)  "over  eouii  tlic 
books  r' 

*'  I  do  not  know  that  they  liave."  ' 

Siiuplii'ity  id  said  to  bo  always  a  chnraoloristlc  of  grcatnt 
TVhat  coiild  be  simpler,  and  bo  greater,  than  tliis  ?     The  cIe-1 
nicnts  of  success  are  only — 

1.  Nut  to  know  anytliin^  about  thebufiincss. 

2.  To  keep  no  books. 

3.  Tolavo  "a  rccoixl  to  know  what  moQoy  comes  in,"  and 

4.  Never  to  look  at  it. 

Finally,  tlie  operations  of  these  men  have,  in  their  owi 
language,  not  been  ••business."  Its  secretary  told  Congress 
that  the  "  trust"  was  "  not  a  bnsiness  corporation,'**  and  an 
associate  declnrod  in  court  tliat  it  "cannot  do  bnsiness." 
Tbo  report  of  the  Kew  York  J^gialature  shows  that  on  Oc-, 
tober  3, 1SS3,  the  president  had  by  a  formal  iustrinucnt  boon 
mado  tlio  attorney  of  tho  trust  to  sigti  and  oxccnto  all  tbe 
contracts  iiiado  by  it.  .Tlte  same  instrument  in  express  terms 
confirmed  the  oxeeullon  of  contrac^ts  heretofore  signed  by 
bim.  showing  that  ho  Lad  huen  making  contracts.* 

"Those  gentlemen"  (tho  mcnibcre  of  tlie  trnet  who  hold 
its  power  of  attorney)  ^  do  actually  execnte  contracts  invoW-  ■ 
iug  prcUy  large  anionnts,  sometimos  without  a  formal  resolu- 
tion of  tiio  Board  of  Trustees,  do  tlioy  not?"  one  of  them 
was  asked. 


■  Toaitinanir,  TfuiiU,  X««  York  8oiHt«,  ISSS,  pp.  S;e-80, 

•  Tntlmony.  TrutW.  CVinsroM,  1^68,  pp.  Iftl,  S9I. 

*  rnuu,  »K  Ygrk  StaaiB,  l»80,  p.  flO& 


■SuB«,p.»i. 
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"  Undoubtedly  tlicy  do." ' 

Following  tlieir  employers,  tlio  Inwycrs  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Tax  CMC  for  tlie  oil  coinhination  argnod  that  its  opers- 
tioiiB  were  aoi  business  within  tlie  meaning  of  the  tax  law. 
If  the  **tio  money"  of  1S63  has  become  the  coatrol,  in  one 
iridiialry  alone,  of  }!CO,OOO,O00  in  1893  by  methods  that  are 
not  **  buaiiiess,"  what  ^re  tliey  1 

Nois. — TIio  prim-lpttl  mcmbcis  of  ilie  nil  eotnliinailon  wtro  lii-anl  at 
great  lenKtli  iu  Ita  defvucv  bcforu  llio  cntnmltlce  of  Congress  lavcstigatms 
misUi  in  1888,*  Ttieir  U-siimon}'  )in<  bi.'cii  rtnincDtly  ukmI  tri  uiir  pa^ea. 
Btil  they  fell  Hint  tiwkt  ciiao  aecdod  fufllier  elucidation,  ami  baIcikI  ibe 
comtoitlcc  to  hcnr  Iticm  nxain.  TIiq  oommittc-c  <]ccliticrl  to  Iicnr  theia 
A|[tln  " Mitlaiik  or  conlradlcl,"  ai  tliey  offered  to  ilo.  but  l>y  pilatiog  tbelr 
cnmmiinicfttion  gmrn  tlK^n  tbo  hi-noflt  of  iticir  itcmdli  itnd  vxplunalions.* 
Tlicir  oHiir  wiis  iiiaiuly  to  go  again  over  the  groiinil  thai  tlic  '•Hoiilh  Im- 
prnvuini^ni  Ci>rii|iatiy  iirvcrditi  iiiiy  hiiHiiK-ui.  "  iliat  ihe  coiuliliiailoii  "olv 
taiuud  on  jin-lcix-iicea  "  on  tlic  rallruiujs,  lliat  Ihcy  had  cheapened  trftutpor- 
Intion.  improTPd  machinery,  made  \kvxx  nil  at  Ec-an  cost,  and  eo  on.  The 
chief  olQcers  niid  owncm  hod  Itran  hoard  oa  all  Uteso  poluu  to  tiiG  extent 
of  hundred*  nf  puge«crf  tostitnony,  [tut  though  it  did  not  r«call  them  to 
llie  miliiMs-ftUitid.  []i«  commlttw.  In  luldliiori  (o  pnntinjr  their  cummunt- 
cntloii,  prititiHl  most  of  llii^tlmniuientary  «vldoDco  IhcydcBired  to  BUbcnlt. 
This  i-orered  niatly  two  hundred  v&ff;*  inon-.' 

The  cxaiiiinnUon,  whirU  Hny  one  can  malte.  of  tills  record  dliclose*  BQ 
inUirMliti^'  fact  cmicerning  thu  proof,  and  tli*^  tnist'ii  offer  to  proTC,  which 
can  bctl  huiiLf^wu  iu  purallel  columoa  : 


TBI  TRD3T8  OPPKB  TO  PBOVR 
It  offered  Ihe  eviilenpo  of  the  thlnl 
Tlcu-prenidtnt  oC  tlic  I'cnasylTasIa 
lUilroid  to  "slio<r  the  South  Im- 
provement Compnny  never  did  any 
boiiaess.  and  its  churCor  was  rcpeided 
In  1873. '• 


TlIK  ritoop. 
But  tlic  t4MiliRiony  of  this  wltnoM 
elates  tlialhlscoiiat'Ctiou  wltli  th6oII 
liiminciTJt  of  tliu  FcnnKylvitnlH  Hnll- 
rond— tlio  prlnoipa]  railroad  In  Umt 
Bcheinu — did  uotbcgiu  uulil  1873.' 


'  roltimoiiy,  TruaU,  New  York  Srnnte,  1SS8,  p.  HSO. 

*  Twlinioiiy,  TruaW,  CooKrcsB,  1S83,  pp,  -IM,  28T,  8U.  3«0,  187. 800,  520,  537, 
D6a,  fl2T,  768.  790,  TTO- 

'Uouie  of  ]ti!|iTY^']italir(<i,  aoth  Ccingnus,  Sd  SoMlon.     Kopori  Xo.  4105,  Hirl 
IL,  AppvndUC,  p.  as. 

TnutB,  CongrMi.,  I6S8,  pp.  174-210.  80I-*51. 

*  Teitiiiiony,  OomiiiuatrMhlL  of  IViinsjItanii  w.  Pcimfjivania  Ballrotil  M  oJL, 
lB7tf,  priated  In  TruiU,  Congresa,  UDS,  p.  IBS. 
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It  olTercd  tli«  utne  evidence  to 
prove  ibni  lli«  Bame  rolntoa  granteil 
it  hy  lUu  D'tiilrftci  of  Octoliar  17, 
1877.  "Vfere  also  granted  to  every 
shipper  who  contracli-d  to  do  nil  Lis 
buslseas  over  llie  PcoDsylvaDla  Ilail- 
rwid." 


But  Ibis  vltDtti  Itiltsd  tliat  bb 
rood  would  give  otlicr  ekippcrg  u 
Inw  mtM  na  to  tl]v  oil  cumbi nation, 
"If  they  woald  guamniw  tbe  aune 
quantity — not  ottie  nrise— under  IhAt 
coniract";'  and  ihc  contract  itself 
Binies  Utni  no  oilier  sbippor  nbaiihl' 
liavc  tlio  S)[no  rolMtc  —  "  coinmifr 
sloii."  it  in  nillcil— uiileu  liU  tnisiDnc 
{[uvc  tliu  ruud  "  ilio  nunc  smouDt  of 
Iirijflt  you  rvuIixL-d  from  our  imdo."  * 
No  nbtppcr  coiilil  gd  the  Mmc  rates 
by  giving  "aU  bia  bnaliieu."  lie 
must  ^vc  "the  HLinc  quaatliy"- 
totally  diSeiciil  propoiillon. 

Tlic  evidence  diows  ihut  ibis  was 
wlii).t  WAR  sworn  Id:  "  ]  liavo  now  » 
dctKciIvrtifieiicylicrc "(Buffalo).    "I 

t>niploye<l  L B .    Al  tbellt*a 

he  vru  iu  my  employ  he  waa  em- 
ployed III  ih«  wnikti  of  Lilt)  Buffalo 
I.iibricniing  Coinpftoy  "  (KUKlwwar 
L-ompaiiyy.  "  He  made  reporU  to  me. 
...  1  f orwurded  cupica— one  to  Kew 
York,  one  to  RocbeMcr.  .  .  .  Tbeone 
forwurdcil  lo  Kew  York  ww  ail- 
clrraseil  to"  (Uie  lawyer  of  tbe  oil 
trust).  "I  met'OliiAlBwyer.uniiuni; 
liim)  "at  Kew  Yoili  Ciiy.  ni  No.  44 
Broadway,  whtcb  la  iltc  office  o(  tlie" 
(oiltni6i).  "Ircccivu*!  iiiTpny front" 
(him).  "Myiii)(mirlious'froiu"<hlmyj 
"  wervfu  writing."' 

It  offered  "lo  prove  that  C.  B.  This  was  what  "waa  proved  by  ■' 
UatlliGWft  IvsliAcd  falsely  in  eiiyinc  wiint^"  tind  rercrmi  to  by  Bfsl- 
tliat  it  vriia  proved  by  a  ultnms"  thews^  "lie"  (Iho  flochestLT  rep- 
that  the  R<^h««ter  rcpresentalive  of  rcaentativo  of  llie  oil  comhination) 
tbo  oil  iximliinniioii  Miid  that  ilie  "said  he  Lhought  they "  Otuithews* 
principu]  eoinpany  in  It  "  would  sue  [cuniinuy)  ""wo*!  Id  not  survive,.,.  Dy 

'  Teiilinony,  Oammonveakb  of  ramtylnnb  m.  rennnjlvani*  fUtlroad  d  at, 
I8Tft,  printed  In  Tmiti,  CongrMS,  IMS,  p.  S0&.  •  Smo#,  p.  308. 

Ttaliioutij  in  Baffalv  £jiplMion  <«*«,  prlatod  In  Tnut*,  CongniM^  1&6B,  p.  I 


Itoffcred  t]io«?tdlDe*tnkcn  In  tbe 
BulDilu  KicplostDii  caw,  lo  show  that 
"  C.  n.  M:iLilit'Wstc«lillcd  f»l*cly"  In 
lestifyiug  tliai  it  was  sworn  lo  t)i»c 
Ihc  members  of  the  cil  combinuliou 
on  trial  employed  dctectlvca  Id  Mat- 
tliews"  refineric-A,  and  llial  the  dclec- 
Uvu  was  Honiu  lime  In  Slatlhcwa'  em- 
ploy, niid  iiinilR  hU  nrix-ri  to  ilie 
lawyer  of  tbo  trugi,  and  he  got  hia 
pay  from  this  lawyer. 


A  msF/r  or  proof 


MalthewB  oooe  a  moDtb,  or  once  a 

v-eok,  ir  DcceiMtx.  to  iquccu  Itiu 

OUL" 


iliG  (iiuo  ihvy  got  tlirotigh  witb  nil 
\h6  auite  Uiat  Ihiiy  "  {\\k  oil  coiubloo- 
llou)  "wniikl  brinic.  lti<>  Buffalo  Lit- 
liriming  Company  woulil  b.-  iirctly 
muvliiued  up.  .  .  .  IK-diiln't  know 
as  llipy  would  gain  biijUiIq^  n-nllj-, 
Imt  thfy  would  embarrass  ibcm  ^T 
bringiug  Khcte  eulu,  ami  if  it  wfti 
necesiary  tlicy  wduld  lirlog  itarm 
onec  •  month— yvs,  Ihoy  would  bring 
thcnioDcen  week."' 


^milady,  ihroiinliout.  tbc  trii)>t's  ofTrr  lo  prove  falls  wliea  coarrODled 
wilb  ileonm  proor.  M^ny  moru  iasluocM  could  begiveo,  but  mor<)  tlum 
one  iiisl4LucL'  ia  uvt  needed. 

Oh  ninny  oPcoBlons  the  memberi  of  the  lni»t.  wlien  given  opptiiiiuilty  lo 
explain  Uietr  rcpont,  failed  to  laku  nilvanin^'e  of  il,  Tli«  report  of  tbe 
"ilrpbura"  CuiriniiUM'  of  ibc  New  Yorli  L^-dsUturu  vtliidi  invMtieotcU 
tlie  ndlraiuJH  iii  \fOQ,  sprjikliig  of  lliv  diflurL-m  campaiiUn  In  ibc  oil  rom- 
blualiuii  Miiii  llii'  CoriimllteH  were  *'  unablu  lo  a«.'eiuiu  tlieex.tel  rclniions 
vt  tlirtic  dilToiviiL  organ ijinlin Hi,  otving  to  llic  rcfuBiil  of  tcmiftl  lovmlwrs 
....  Milipa'iiiiLvl  aa  niiacssL-a  to  obvy  tbc  siibpoMia.  uml  the  ri^fuanl  at 
lt>o»a  u'lio  dtd  citli-ml  ta  niun'pr  our  i|iiv9tli»u«."  Tbc  CommiUvn  nlcn  to 
tito  combinitioQ  ns  "  ibitt  mystcr\i>vit  Ar^nnisAlinti,  wbnfo  liunineu  nttd 
trakoaictiuns  arc  of  sudi  *  clivactcr  ibnt  its  indinbrra  declined  giring  n 
lilaiotj  or  description  of  It.  lest  ibclr  tesiimony  be  uacd  lo  coovicl  iliriD  of 
a  crime."  • 


■  I>rposiLiun  of  Albert  K.  tteynolilR,  Ruffalo  I.uttricaling  Oil  Cnmpouj,  Limited, 
M.  EtitmI  k  Evaretl.  Suprfint-  C-)(ii1,  New  Viik,  Erie  C^unir,  Glj  of  nuffalo, 
Angutl  3!>,  !»!>« 

*  Rrjiorl  ill  ihu  Ncir  Tork  Asscinblj  ''Bepbura"  Comuiiltoe,  IStff,  p.  48. 
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WlTit  searching  iiitolligenco,  inJotnitahle  will,  and  &  coB< 
eoiencc  whicb  mukbs  rult^iun,  putnotLSiu,  ajid  tlio  domestic 
virtncs  but  subordinate  ptiragrajilis  in  x  ritual  of  money  wor- 
ddp,  thu  mei*cuntilo  mind  Hies  its  air-lino  to  biiBincim  euprem- 
8Cy.  Tliat  entirely  modern  (oml  arrniigemeKt  — tin*  private 
owiicrsliip  of  public  liighwayB— has  icitrodnced  a  new  weapon 
into  bueinc&s  warfnco  irliich  means  uiiirorsal  domint(Hi  to  hiii];| 
wIiQ  will  nse  it  with  an  iron  liand. 

Xliib  weapon  {&  tlie  rebate,  emokele&s,  noiseless,  invisible,  of  I 
extraordinaiT  range,  and  the  deudliosc  ff^tl  known  to  oommer-l 
cia!  warfarn.     It  is  not  a  lawful  weapon.     Lik«>  tlie  4^xplosivQ 
bullet,  il  is  nut  reoogiiixcd  by  the  laws  of  war.     U  lias  to  bQ 
used  secretly.     All  the  rates  lie  got  were  u  secret  bi>Cwcon< 
kiiD£clf  uiid  the  niilnudti.   "  It  li.is  never  been  utliL-rn'tso,"  tos< ' 
tiGcd  ono  of  tlio  oil  coiuhinatKiti.'     The  Chevalier  Bayard  de* 
clired  proudly,  03  he  lay  on  liis  death-bed,  that  he  ha<l  ncrcr 
gircn  4piarter  to  nriy  one  so  degraded  and  imkuightly  as  toi 
iisc  guiipowdoi-.    Every  one  would  close  in  at  once  to  destroy 
A  market  combatant  who  avowed  that  ho  employed  this 
wicked  projectiio. 

The  apparatus  of  the  rebate  is  ea  simple  that  it  looks  leas 
like  a  defetroying  angel  than  any  weapon  of  offence  evor| 
known.  The  whole  battery  consists  only  of  a  ]>cn  and  iuk 
and  some  pajier.  The  discluii;go  is  but  the  mnking  of  an 
entry — bat  tlio  signing  of  a  check.  Bnt  when  the  man  who 
commands  this  simplo  enginery  directs  it  against  a  business 


>  TesliuianT.  Hvw  York  AmmMj  "  Uepliiira  "  ftopoH,  187*.  p.  SIMW. 
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competitor  yon  can  follow  the  track  of  wrcckiigo  liko  the 
path  nf  :i  cjcloiie,  hy  the  ruins  which  lie  bleaching  in  the  air 
for  years.  Tiie  gentlemen  who  employ  it  give  no  evitJence 
of  being  otherwise  engaged  than  in  their  ordinary  pnrenits. 
They  go  abont  sedate  and  smiling,  with  socmingly  friendly 
hnnds  empty  of  all  tools  of  death.  But  all  about  them  as 
ihcy  will,  a*  if  it  were  only  by  wish  of  theirs  wliich  attend- 
ant fipiritu  hastened  to  execute,  rivals  aro  blown  out  of  tlie 
highways,  buey  milk  and  rofincricg  tttro  to  dusi,  hearts  break, 
and  etrong  men  go  mad  or  commit  suicide  or  surrender  their 
perBun»  and  their  property  to  tlio  skilful  urtillcriatB. 

"  And  in  the  actual  practice  of  daily  life,"  eaye  Ruskiii, 
"you  will  tind  tliat  wherever  there  is  eecrecy,  there  ie  cither 
gnilt  or  danger."  "When  did  yon  discover  tho  f act  that 
these  rcbntcs  had  boon  paid?"  one  of  the  victims  was  asked. 

"  We  never  discovered  it  as  a  fact  until  the  testimony  wag 
taken  in  1879.  .  . .  We  always  suspecled  it;  but  we  never 
knew  of  it  of  our  peraonal  knowledge,  and  never  would  really 
have  known  it  of  our  per^^unal  knowledge.  ...  I  bad  no  idea 
of  tho  iniqnity  that  was  going  on."  ' 

Kothing  80  dcmoliehing  was  ever  so  delicate  and  Cntangiblo 
as  tlii«:,  for  itacascnce  iabiit  a  union  of  the  minds  of  a  railroad 
ofUcial  arid  Bome  bn^iness  friend,  perhaps  a  silent  partner, 
iient  on  business  empire.  The  model  merchant,  fortnnate  in 
having  a  friend  vrilling  so  to  use  a  ppwer  sovereigns  would 
nut  dare  to  use,  walks  the  public  way,  strong  in  his  secret, 
and  emilcswitli  triumph  as  all  at  whom  ho  levels  his  invisible 
wand  sicken  and  disappear.  '■  ilo  has  the  receipt  of  fern- 
seed,     lie  walks  invisible." 

Men  who  hunt  their  fellow.nien  with  this  concealed  weapon 
alw.tys  deny  it.  as  they  most.  To  use  it  has  always  been  a  siu, 
and  haH  been  made  a  cnme  in  every  civilized  State.  Under 
United  States  law  it  is,  eince  I88T,  an  offence  punishable  with 
imprisonment  in  tho  penitentiary.*  Moral  ideals  are  not  bora 
in  li^pslatures.     When  an  act  attains  by  a  law  the  distinction  of 

'  Tiwiimonj.  TriisU.  Conj?r«j.  1888,  pp.  S16,  2E3,  MS. 
■  Inunute  Comtofrcfl  Lav,  ate  10. 
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being  mnde  a  crime,  it  is  nlrcndy  well  on  its  way  to  cxtioo- 
tion.  It  is  made  infninoiis  bj  Idmt,  because  it  bos  Already  be- 
come iiifaiiioufi  bcfuru  llic  omBuiuacc  and  lionur  of  luuii.  It 
•^mA  not  tilt!  proliit)itton  of  lii^hwiij  privilege  hy  tliu  Cuiiattta- 
tioii  of  Pciiiie^ylvania  or  tlic  Iiiwa  of  tlic  United  States  wbidi 
made  tiic  robitc  an  iniquity.  This  legal  volley  U  bat  a  n- 
lato  to  tlio  establidied  conscience. 

The  (jueetioii  most  often  pressed  before  all  the  many  te^s* 
latlvo  and  judicial  inqiiestg  licid  upon  tlie  dead  bodies  wbicb 
strew  every  llt-ld  of  tlie  oil  industry  lias  been  wliellier  tbe 
cxtniordiimry  irawera  wliicli  tlio  invention  of  the  locomotive 
and  the  triinsfurniation  uf  public  blgltways  into  private  prop- 
erty bad  given  railways  over  the  livcliliooUs  of  the  people  had 
been  nscil  to  make  it  impossible  for  any  bat  a  pruferred  fen 
to  live. 

One  of  the  sncceftsfiil  men  disposed  of  the  evidence  that 
these  powers  had  been  eo  nsuil  by  styling  it  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Con<;]'esA  of  1888  as  the  "worst  baldcrdu«li/'  and 
before  the  Now  York  JjegiElativc  Committee  of  ISSS  aa  "  irro- 
8(>onsiblo  newepnpor  statcraonte,'*  "a  malignity  and  mondaa- 
ity  tliat  is  little  siiort  of  dci'ilislincsB."  The  seeretai-y  of  th« 
oil  trust  waved  it  nwny  as  *'  all  this  netrsiKipor  talk  and  flniu 
rj."  The  president  knows  nothing  aboat  tbe  existence  of 
Bach  privileges,  except  that  he  has  '^  heard  mncb  of  it  in  tbe 
papers."  And  yet  another  of  the  trust  in  the  JVortU  Ameri' 
can  lievieto  of  Fchrnary,  18S3,  similarly  describes  the  accnaa- 
tion  as  "  uncontradicted  calnmny,"  to  which,  he  regrets  to  aay, 
'*  several  respectable  jonrnflUand  raagazineB  lent  thcmsclvoa." 

After  taking  3700  pages  of  evidence  and  sitting  for 
months,  the  committee  of  1.87i>  of  the  New  York  Ijegtslat- 
nro  said  in  their  report :  *'  The  history  of  this  corporation 
is  a  unique  illustration  of  the  possible  uutgrowth  of  the  pres- 
ent oystem  of  railroad  roanagomcnt  in  giving  preferential 
rates,  and  also  showing  the  colossal  proportions  to  whioh 
monopoly  can  grow  under  the  laws  of  this  eoQotry.*].  .  .  The 
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parties  wlioni  tlicy  liave  driven  Co  the  wall  li&vo  had  ample 
capit»l  and  equal  ability  in  the  prosDciition  of  their  liiisiuees 
in  all  things  aave  their  ability  to  acquire  facilities  for  (ran** 
portatioii.'* ' 

Tiie  coinmitteo  of  the  Ohio  Lc^iBlatin'o  which  touk  th's 
evidence  of  the  treatment  of  the  Marietta  independents  Im 
the  railronfis'  is,  bo  far  as  the  author  knows,  the  only  body  of/ 
nil  tile  Ipginlative  and  judicial  tribunalii  that  liare  been  in* 
vestigating  for  tlio  past  thirty  yeara  wliiuli  li.i»  fonrid  the  re- 
lations of  the  rni]i'o>id)i  and  the  oil  cotnhiiiation  to  he  proper. 
It  used  the  words  "public,'*  "uniform,"  '*  in  accordance  with 
law,"  "equitable,"  "  no  special  discriminations  ov  privilegea" 
to  dcecribo  tiio  conduct  of  the  common  carriers  in  that  ca6«. 
Utit  in  doing  so  it  had  to  except  from  these  exciiIpaiiotiB  tho 
railroad  which  orig-inated  tho  attack  on  the  independent  ro- 
fincDs  Dnd  the  rates  of  which  controlled  the  others,  aa  it  was 
the  initial  road.  It  had  alio  to  admit  that  the  oil  combina- 
tion had  received  "  better  rates,"  but  defended  them  on  the 
ground  that  its  shipments  were  larger.  These  two  cxceptloiia 
arc  doors  wide  CDOUgli  to  admit  every  poesibility  of  tbo  re- 
bate. Tiic  Secretary  of  Stito  for  Internal  AtTiiirs  of  Pennsyl- 
vania tnnde  an  investigatien  in  ISTS  on  the  eomplnint  of  citi- 
Eens.  lie  reported  to  the  Attorney-General  that  no  case  haci 
been  made  out  "beyond  the  ordinary  province  of  individnal 
redrew."     He  was  hnng  in  ctE^y  by  the  citizens,  nnil  the  evi« 

bnce  lie  took  remains,  like  that  of  the  Ohio  Oomniitteeof 
\%t%  ft  valuable  repository  of  facts  from  which  etudonta  can 
dww  their  own  conclusions. 

More  than  nny  others  the  wrongs  of  tho  oil  industry  pro- 
voked (lie  investigations  by  Congress  from  1S72  to  ISS",  and 
caused  the  establishment  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Corn- 
miuioii,  and  more  than  any  others  they  have  claimed  the  at- 
tention of  the  new  law  and  tlie  now  courts  Tho  cases  brought 
before  it  cover  tho  oil  business  on  practically  every  road  of 
any  importance  in  the  United  States — in  New  England,  the 
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Kiddls  St»to«,  (lie  West,  Elio  South,  tlie  Pacific  coast; 
the  great  East  and  Wcct  irtitik  rouds — tlic  Pciinsvlvanin, 
£rio,  tlic  liftltinioro  mid  Oliio,  tbc  New  Vork  Ccatral,  and* 
all  tlicir  allied  lines;  on  the  transcontinental  lines — the  Un- 
ion Pacific,  tlio  Control  Pacific,  tlic  Southern  Pacific ;  on  tin 
Etoamsbip  and  railroad  ngsocintioii  controlling  the  South  aiu 
Soiitlnvest.     Tlicy  show  tli.it  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from 
the  Galf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  wherever 
the  Aiiicricaa  citizen  aeeks  an  opening  in  this  industrr,  bl 
find^  it,  like  the  deei-  forests  and  grouse  moors  of  the  ol^ 
Country,  protected  by  f^me-keepcra  against  him  ind  the  oom< 
mnn  iicrd.     The  *tonus  in  which  tlie  cointnisaton   have  de- 
Bcribed  tlio  ]ircforcncc«  giron  tliu  oil  combination   are  not 
ambiguous :  "  Great  difterence  in  rates,"  "  unjust  diacriminR- 
tloiif"  "intentional   disregard    of  rights,"   '•unexcused,** 
vast  diacrapftiicy,"  "  cnoruions,"  "  illegal,"  "  CKOCSsirc," '  "  ei 
tniordinary,"  "furbiddcn  by  tho  act  to  regulate  couituerco,'*' 
"so  obvious  and  palpable  a  discrimination  that  no  diecusftioa^ 
of  it  is  necessary,"  "wholly  indefensible,"  "p»t«itaud  provok- 
ing discriminatione  for  vhicli  no  rational  excuse  is  sujiges 
ed,"  ** obnoxious,'*  "disparity  .  .  .  absurd  and  inexcusable/ 
"gross  disproportions  and  inequalities."'  "long  practised,**] 
"tlio  most  unjust  and  injurious  discrimination  .  .  .  and  this 
diKriniination  inured  mostly  to  the  benefit  of  one  poverfti 
combination,'' ' 

This  was  what  the  Interstate  Commerce  Comrai^ion  foanil 
all  along  tho  record  from  1&S7  to  1MI3.      When  one  of  iboM' 
who  gi>t  the  h«nefiu  so  characterized  was  before  tlie   New 
York  Lcgtilaturo  in  13SS,  bo  said : 

"  I  know  uf  no  diecriinination  in  tho  oti  tnffic  of  any  kiad^ 
since  tho  passage  of  tho  Interstate  Commerce  Act." 

tKier«LLti«b*faauJKMln{lliBiilcMd«at  bMnoM 

itM  B«rwt*,  w.  L,  ^  nx  Tt*i»OB^n«M.mivw>.ws-M. 
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^'00  yon  nso  any  means  for  tlio  purpoee  of  avoiding  tho 
effect  of  tlial  new  law !" 

'*  Kotio  wliatcvcr.'*' 
(    But  tlio  pcopio  Iiavc  found  that  tlio  explicit  probibitior*  oP\ 
tln)  Iiilurstatc  Commerce  law  wore  of  no  more  protection  to/ 
tlieii)  llinn  tlio  equally  explicit  proliibitions  given  long  before 
by  tliti  StAte  constitutions  and  kvrs,  tlie  conitnou  liiw  of  the 
court,  and  by  the  stilt  older  common  law  of  riglit,  which  the 
fitRtute  wfts  crentcd  to  enforce.;  The  "unjust,"  "enormous," 
"illegal*'  differeneea  in  freights  by  wliicli  the  piibliu  was  ex- 
cluded were  got  from  tlie  railroads  after,  as  before,  Con'greas, 
obedient  to  an  urou6c->d  und  universal  demand,  Imd  passed  a 
special  t^tatnte  and  crc-u.Ci.>d  a  special  tribunal  to  prevent  and 
pnnittli  this  special  sort  uf  crimu.    Tlila  i^  the  ndjndicatcd  fact. 

This  "uncontradicted  eiilnmiiy,"  "  woi-sUmldcrdasli,"  "ma- 
lignity and  mendacity,"  "  irrcaponsiblo  newspaper  sUtc- 
mcnts"  proves  upon  cxaminnlion  to  be: 

1.  Testimony  of  iiiiimpeached  nnd  in  many  cases  itiicontra.- 
dicted  witnesses,  given  under  oath  In  legislative  inrcstigationa 
and  in  court,  Bubject  to  examination  nnd  cross-oxatninatioQ 
and  rebuttftl. 

2.  ICeports  of  State  legislative  committees. 

3.  Copies  of  the  contracts.' 

4.  Deciaion  of  eourt^  State  and  national.* 

The  South  Improvement  plan  of  1872  is  still  in  unrelenting 
operation,  according  to  the  latest  iiewa.  -A  case  Is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Coinmisstun/  In  wtiicli 
charges  of  highway  ubnno  even  nioio  ecnsatiunal  than  any  of 
those  wo  Imvc  seen  judicially  proved  arc  made  againsb  the 

'TciUroonr,  Ttu»l*,  Hvn  York  Seiulc.  1S88,  p.  007. 
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tract «iiti  N«*r  YoTk  Central  and  Lake  Slioro  ind  Uioliigan  Cmtml  Rallraatji^ 
181S  BDtl  1814;  New  York  AiiKcinblv  "  Uvpburu"  Rvporl,  16T!>,  Bxlubiu,  p.  ITS; 
Oontrtut  with  lliu  EcU  ruud,  some,  p.  fi7S ;  CoutracC  iii  the  "  Agreeiiieiit  for  an 
Adrentura"  aaa.  p.  t3. 
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tliirly  raili-oada  by  wliich  the  oil  of  Ohio,  Pein.ajrlrania,  and 
New  York  reaches  the  Piicitic  eoaet.  A  San  Francisco  oil 
dealer  \s  the  petitioner  for  relief.  He  recites  the  di&criaiina- 
tions  given  t]te  oil  combination  on  the  Pacific  coa^t  before  tlia 
Interstate  Commerce  law  wascnactei!.  Tliese  were  admitted 
by  the  ofiicials  of  tlio  roads  before  the  United  SUtes  Pacific 
Bailway  Commission  of  1SS7.  Tlie  traffic  managers  of  the 
Soutlorn  Pacific  testified  that  tbo  oil  combination,  "from  the 
time  it  iic(}uirc.>d  the  oi!  business  on  this  coast,  had  lower  rates 
than  thn  general  tariff  provided, or  tlian  other  ehipjiors  ]>aid  on 
coal  oil."'  Tlie  general  freight  agent  of  the  Central  Paciflo 
Ttailroad  admitted  that  hiH  road  had  tiic  same  arrangement, 
and  liad  ncecpted  the  liisiiiuea  "ut  rates  dictated"  by  the  oil 
coiubinalioti.'  The  general  traffic  manager  of  the  Uuiou  Pa- 
cific Railroad  said : 

*'  Wo  Iiavo  paid  tbom  n  good  deal  in  rebate*."  It  was  a 
"pretty  large"  preferoiiec. 

"What  was  the  effect  on  the  email  dealer?" 

"I  Bhould  think  itwonid  be  embarrassing  to  thesmalleliip. 
per!"* 

When  tlio  Intcretate  Commerce  law  went  into  force  tiie 
oil  combination  introduced  a  patented  car  for  tho  transcoati- 
nenl^il  trnde,  which  it  claimed  tho  sole  right  to  ase.  Though 
the  new  car  wus  to  tho  disadvatitago  of  the  railroads,  as  it  cost 
more  to  haul,  the  managerti  gave  it  lower  ratet;  than  any  other 
car  and  carried  it  back  free,  white  they  punished  the  shippers 
who  gave  them  a  ligliter  and  better  car  by  charging  them 
(105  for  carrying  that  back. 

The  San  Francisco  complainant  goes  on  to  charge  that  a 
plan  was  concocted  and  put  in  operation  by  which  rates  were 
lowered  whenever  tho  combination  wanted  to  fill  iis  ware- 
I1OUBC8  on  the  Pacific  eoaet,  and  as  soon  as  tlioy  wcro  full 
were  put  back  again.  This  lowering  and  raising  of  rates  was 
"to  the  public  sudden  and  anexpectcd."*    It  was  known  in 
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ndriince  011I7  to  tlio  riii^  and  tite  railroads.  Before  other 
filiippers  uuuld  take  advaiitaj^e  of  tho  Xovr  nitea  tlioy  wottid  bo 
rained  agiiiii.  The  cninpiaint  reoites  tliat  In  pnreiianco  of  tliis 
plan,  after  the  cumbin»tion  liad  transferred  to  the  Pacific 
coast  at  the  end  uf  1S83  from  its  Eii(>t«rn  refineries  all  it 
needed  for  tlio  nest  t«neoti's  biiBinefi:,  the  railroads  advanced 
the  rates  from  $31  cents  a  tiundrcd  poiiudf  to  $1.25.  The 
next  Mnj  the  raih-onds  madeaeimilar  eeosnv,  and^heeajs,  in 
Dccemlier,  1S1>2,  "are  glill  iiiakin;*  .  .  .  eueli  arbitrary  and 
idden  reductions  ...  to  the  imdne  advantajje"  of  th«  oil 
[tmbination  "and  to  the  detriment  and  injurjrof  all  other  bliip- 
The  San  Frnncisco  iTierch»nt  also  charges  that  in  the 
Sntflrest  of  the  Ea&tern  refineries  of  the  coinbinatioii  ratca  are 
made  to  prevent  the  large  product  of  the  oil-fields  and  inde- 
pendent refineries  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming  from  reaching 
the  P.-ic-JIie  eoast,  "  whieli  needs  them  to  fnrnish  fuel  for  its 
ma  nil  factories,  as  well  as  for  light  for  ita  residents."  Simi- 
Jarly  we  find  the  CliiMgft  and  Northwestern  Railroad  ch:irf»in^ 
S105  for  a  car-load  of  cattle  from  Wyoming  to  Chicipo^wliile 
for  a  car  of  75  barrels  of  oil  the  freight  would  he  $34$.  In 
connection  with  these  charges  the  press  published  the  tele- 
grams, Riling  columns,  which  were  i^^iid  to  havo  pasecd  be- 
tween the  officials  of  the  railroads  and  tlie  oil  combination  in 
the  negotiation  of  this  arrangement.  In  one  of  those  tele- 
grams the  freight  agent  of  the  Sontheni  Pacific  explains  the 
new  dcrtl.  "He"  (the  agent  of  the  oil  combination)  "  wonld 
stock  np  at  tho  lo^r  rate,  then  notify  the  Msociatioti  of  rail- 
roads when  to  advance.*'  Tho  advance  or  dectiao  wu  to  be 
"made  at  certain  seneotis  of  the  year  in  aeconUnce  with  this 
enpply  on  hand.'*  Wlien  the  negotiation  was  finished  and  tlio 
plan  was  agreed  to,  a  San  Francisco  agent  of  the  oil  conibina- 
tioa  is  said  to  have  telegraphed  to  it«  oflicers  in  New  York: 
"I  think  we  havo  managed  this  freight  bufiincss  pretty  well 
from  this  long  distance,  especially  when  you  think  that  we  have 
secured  the  9<Xcent  rale  with  which  to  stock  np  from  time  ta 
time."  Uis  telegram  also  discloses  that  the  arrangomont  es- 
tcndcd  to  lead  and  lineeed-oil,  showing,  what  is  well  known, 


thkt  the  combiiiDtions  in  tlieso  articles  belong  to  tlie  menilwni 
of  tliAt  in  oil.  Tlicse  charges  are,  it  i»  to  be  remembered,  still 
nnadjiidicated^thiepoblished  evidence  isnot}-ct  eubfttiiiitiated. 
But  the  arrangement  ^vbich  ia  cliar^d  is  iti  exact  pnrauaaoa 
of  that  part  of  the  South  Improvement  Company  coiitraet 
which  hound  tbo  railroads  to  *'  lower  or  raise  tlie  gposa  rates  of 
tmiiBportatioD  ...  for  such  titnoe  and  to  such  exu-iil  n»  maj 
he  necessflry  to  overcoiiio  .  .  .  competition." '  And  Attorney* 
General  OIncy  Iih«  been  publicly  informed*  tint  during  ttie 
eumincr  of  1S94  oil  rates  between  rcmmylvanin  and  ('olorado 
were  put  down  from  75  cents  a  hundred  to  25  ceiite,  mid  a  fotv 
weeks  later  raiftcJ  ngain  to  the  old  rate.  Another  increiso 
made  the  rates  to  Denver  higher,  for  oil,  tliaii  to  the  Pacifio 
coanU  Ur  has  been  HHked  to  ascertain,  judicially,  if  thia  shilf. 
fling  of  rates  was  iint  made,  like  that  complained  of  beforo 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  to  allow  the  oil  trust 
"to  Btock  np  at  the  old  rate."  His  informants  snggeet  that 
the  same  powerawitlt  which  he  has  broni^bt  railway  employes 
to  trial  for  infractions  of  the  Iiitor6tnt«  Commerce  law  can  bo 
used  against  the  milwnya. 

This  is  not  all  of  the  story.     Tliis  patented  car  spoken  of 
was  H  meri!  aggregation  of  old  elements,  aa  the  courts  heldf 
and  the  patent  was  void.     Advi.sud  by  their  lawyer  that  this 
wotitd   he   tim  view  the  courts  would    have  to   take,  com* 
potitors  of  the  combitmtion  in  tho  hiieinces  of  the  I'aciSo 
ooofit,  where  they  had  been  at  tho  bend  until  those  new  tricks 
of  trade  came  in,  introdaced  n  car  of  their  own  of  the  same 
class.      They  ihns  becnmo  entitled    to   the  same   tow  rated        1 
and  the  same  fre«  return  of  the  car  as  their  powerful  rifal. 
This  put  them  again  on  an  equality  in  transportation.     Tliey  ^J 
had  not  been  using  these  new  cars  long  before  two  of  them,  ^H 
shipped  as  neuiil  from  the  East,  failed  to  nrrive.    Tlieir  search        { 
for  the  missing  cars  put  them  in  po«jje«6ion  of  the  Interostiag 
information  that  a  Hlifpktion,  of  which  they  had  Imd  no  notice        J 
or  knowledge  whatever,  had  for  some  time  been  in  progress, 
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firii]  was  ut  that  moment  at  the  point  of  tiecieioii.  As  tlicir 
iiitereatit  liac)  heeii  entirely  iinre|)rei»ented,  tliis  decision  would 
curtain))'  liitve  tK%ii  agniiiist  tticin.aiid  would  have  forever  made 
iti)pi>!(«iljli:  t)iu  imc  of  tlieir  care  on  Htij'  railroad  <if  th(i  Ifiiitcd 
States.  This  liad  been  done  by  an  apparently  liusttlc  litign- 
tion  by  tlio  oil  combination  against  the  Southern  Pncitic  UaiU 
road.  The  foniicr  eiied  in  the  United  States  coiirls  for  an  in- 
jnnction  to  forbid  Uio  railroad  from  hauling  the  carg  of  iho 
competitor,  on  the  gronnd  that  they  were  an  infringement  on 
its  own  patented  cars.  No  notice  was  given  the  persons  moat 
interested — tlioowncra  of  the  cars  in  qiieelion — whoae  biisineea 
life  was  involved,  and  thoy  were  not  at  first  made  parties  to 
the  euit.  The  duniiny  defondatit — the  railroad — made  no 
valid  opposition,  but  with  great  eondescension  admitted  that 
all  the  averments  of  it£  antaguniKt  were  true.  Tlie  case  wttt^ 
sent  through  tlie  courts  ou  a  gallup  to  get  a  decision.  After 
tliat  the  merchants  whoso  cars  were  the  object  of  the  attack, 
Oft  they  had  not  been  parties  to  the  case,  coitjd  nut  Imvo 
it  reopened,  and  it  would  stand  against  them  without  possibil- 
ity of  reversal.  The  firm  found  tliat  a  temporary  iiijiinctton 
had  been  applied  for  and  had  been  granted;  thfit  tliis  had 
been  followed  by  proceedings  to  make  the  injnnetion  per- 
petiifll;  that  snbpoanas  had  been  issued,  ecrved,  and  returned, 
and  an  order  had  been  obtained  from  the  conrt  for  taking 
teetimony.  [n  place  of  the  regular  examiner  of  tlio  ri.inrt,  ii 
epeciftl  examiner  had  been  appointed ;  he  had  begun  taking 
evidence  tlic  eame  day,  and  taking  it  privately.  Tlie  testi- 
mony 60  taken  had  been  sealed  and  filed.  The  railroad  had 
made  its  answer  December  2d,  the  testimony  already  taken 
was  filed  in  conrt  December  3d,  malting  the  caee  complete  for 
deci&ion  by  the  jndgee.  December  4th  the  firm  heard  for 
the  first  time  of  what  was  being  done,  and  Deoembor  6th 
apph'ed  for  the  right  to  take  part,  which  saved  them.  To  get 
snch  cases  ready  for  a  bearing  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  where  this  was  done,  usually  recjuires  a  year.  But  in 
this  instance  it  was  done  in  two  weeks!  Only  jtist  as  the 
door  of  th'C  court  was  closing  irrevocably,  as  far  as  their 


481 


TIfE  S3I0KELESS  SSS.ITS 


i-fglits  were  conoenied,  did  (ho  firm  get  inGidc,  And  etfcilre 
leiive  to  have  tlieir  side  represented.  The  whole  fabric  of 
tlie  litigation  fell  at  tlio  first  tdiicli.  T!>e  teinporarjr  injunt 
tion  ngaiiiet  tlic  uso  of  tliuir  <!ar  was  dieeolred,  tbe  penna>'^ 
iient  injnnction  was  refused,  tlic  patent  of  the  oil  tniet's  car 
was  declared  wortlilose,  and  this  decision  was  npbcld  t>v  tlio 
l.'iiited  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  K»;1>rnary,  l!S93.' 

IVIonii while  their  oil,  Bide-traukcd  iii  tlie  Mojnve  Desert  and 
elsewhere,  wag  being  cooked  to  death,  tlieir  ciiKtoinurs  wei 
going  elscvrhere,  and  they  wcro  being  pnt  lo  losa  iind  dani«1 
«gcs  which  thcjr  are  now  enin^  to  havo  tnndo  good  to  them. 
"There  are  eoine  cqiiivc>cal  circumetnnceu  in  the  case/'  eaid 
Jnd2:c  Uoffinati,  diwoU-ing  tlie  injunotions  in  1S90.  He 
pointed  ont  that  the  railroad  made  no  objection  to  the  in- 
junction which  deprived  it  of  hiisincsg.  Tliis  "tenda 
corroborate  siispieionB,"  he  naiil,  Miggeftod  by  other  featiireft^ 
of  the  case.  Tlio  rnilroAd  pentintci)  in  remniDing  :n  the  ease 
to  the  end,  after  the  real  [wrties  in  interest  came  In,  and, 
althongh  codefendants  with  th<'flt:  pai  tiee,  the  road  manwuvrcd 
for  (he  benefit  of  iho  other  side  in  a  way  which  the  Court 
again  eaid  *'  had  an  equivocal  appearance."  The  couascl  for 
tbe  iinn,  In  his  brief  for  the  ITniled  States  Cironit  CoorC 
of  Appeals,  pointed  ont  more  caneea  for  *' snspicion."  Ho 
showed  the  Court  that  the  recorda  of  the  cawj  had  been  mn- 
tilatcd  in  many  places.  All  the  mntilatiuna  were  in  favor  of 
tbe  other  eide  of  the  case.  Who  wae  the  author  of  tbe  mti- 
tilfttions  wu  not  siiown,  but  it  was  shown  that  the  record  Lad 
Iwcn  introsted  by  the  lower  court  to  n  representative  of  one] 
of  the  oil  trust,  to  be  printed  and  delivered  to  the  Court  ol 
Appe»lfi.  *'  It  would  Iks  a  very  easy  matter  for  a  vicious  a^ 
torney,"  said  the  lawyer  of  tho  independents,  "nnder  Biich 
circumstances,  to  make  chnngee  and  alterations  in  the  recorttd 
tliAt  might  not  bo  noticed,  hot  wonld  nevertbclees  greatly^ 
prejudice  the  case." 

When  the  victims  of  thesniokelcss  rebate  oscd  tiie  only  proi 

>  SUiidanI  on  Oonpuif  «a  SouUwrn  Fkdfic  RillroMl  iikI  Whiititr,  >'idWr  Ic 
Co.,  4B  AUmt  X^Mttr,  |l  100. 
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erty  many  of  tliem  bad  left — tbeir  rif;fat  of  B.pp«flJ  to  courts 
or  Lcf^iiilatiiri.'  orexecative  officials — tbe;  were  shoverQcl  with 
abuse,  as  people  with  "privategricvaiices,"  '  "etrikertianil  eoro- 
litadH,"  "black-mailere,"'  "  noooe-backs,"  •  ■  ■  "naturally  left  in 
tlio  lurch"  .  .  .  "people  who  came  forward  with  envy  and 
jealousy  of  the  eUMCss"  of  the  oil  combiuatiuii,'  *'  tlinittlerfi," 
"ravenous  wolves"  "hour/  old  reprubatc,*'  "eonilo  old  liitr," 
"public  tilbtapper,"  "  phiiidorer*,"  "  pcsiilonco."'  Such  are  a) 
few  of  the  Ul<>g»i>iii8  of  rhetoric  with  wlilcti  ttioso  who  sought* 
their  rights  in  courts  or  before  tlie  Legislature  have  been 
crovned.  These  witnesses  Imve  come  forward  all  through 
the  pt-rlud  between  1873  and  1S92,  and  from  every  point  of 
iiiipurtitnce  in  the  iiidu6tr_v — New  York,  PitlDburg,  Clcvo- 
laud,  Oil  City,  San  FrandMO,  Titusvllle,  Pbiladelphi«»  Mari- 
ott»,  Uuffalo,  Itogton,  Cint'itMiati,  Louiaville,  Mempliia,  >'ew 
Orleans.  They  have  eoino  from  every  pravince  of  the  iiuins- 
try — the  refinerius,  tlie  oil  fiulda,  the  pipe  lines,  railroads,  the 
wholeciile  mul  retail  niurkctK.  Butiiid  together  by  no  com- 
tnon  lie  of  orgimization  ur  partnerehip,  they  have,  each  and 
all,  exactly  the  Mine  kind  of  etory  to  tell.  Tho  Auhetance  of 
their  complaint — tliat  one  selected  knot  of  men,  members  of 
one  organization,  were  given,  unlawfully,  the  control  of  the 
bighware,  to  the  cxclneion  and  ruin  of  the  pcoplo — has  been 
sustained  by  the  evidence  taken  hy  every  official  inveetiga* 
tioii,  and  by  the  decision  'of  every  court  to  which  the  facts 
have  licen  submitted. 

As  the  counsel  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commcn-o 
before  the  X«w  York  Legielative  Comtnitteo  of  1879  said: 
"Bach  a  power  makes  it  poeeible  (o  tlic  freight  agents  of  the 
railways  to  constitute  themsuU-es  special  partners  in  every 
line  of  buKiness  in  tho  llnite<]  Slates,  contributing  as  their 
share  of  capital  to  the  bufiincss  the  ability  to  crush  out 
rirals."     Meu  who  can  chouse  which  merelisnts,  tiuoitfaetur 

'  Tcwtinon*.  Sc«  York  AicombW  "  Hepburn  "  Repgrt,  1819,  p.  8TH. 

*  TesdincinT.  Tmita,  Coii|;n^,  laSS,  jip.  88S,  DM. 

■TeMliDony.  N'»w  York  Aufufal}>  "Ucpbaru"  Bepofl,  IS70.  pp^  MUMtT. 

'8eon>.14&,8t9,saQ. 
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ers,  prodncere  Glial]  go  to  market  and  wliiclt  stay  at  homi% 
have  a  key  timt  will  unlock  tlie  door  of  cvorj-  Ijnsincss  Loaee 
on  tliu  liiiu;  tlicy  kimw  the  coiiibiiiutioii  of  ov«ry  safe. 

In  tlifir  &p[)oa)  to  the  executive  of  PoimsylvaniH,  tho  Po- 
tnileiitii  Pt-oduc«r&'  Union  refer  to  the  coiuUict  of  the  rail* 
road  officia]a  as  "  inespiicnble  u[hiii  any  ordinary  lijrpotliesis, 
or  under  any  known  tlicory  of  railroad  potitics." '  Wiiat  llie 
ruiiroad  tnaimgers  did,  wo  know;  vi)\y  ttic/  did  it,  lias  never 
been  judicially  demonstratt^.  One  of  the  earliest  ii)iitua->i 
tioi)»  of  tlic  kind  of  liibricunt  need  was  given  by  tiio  anlt-mo- 
nopoly  lender  of  tlie  people  in  tlie  Conatitational  Conveutiou 
of  I'ennsTlvsnia  of  1ST2,  who  is  now  llie  legal  leader  of  the 
oil  coinbinatitin.  lie  said :  "I  am  told  tbat  discrimiDalioiis 
are  now  made  to  »o  groat  an  extent  as  to  be  niinoua  to  cer- 
tain companies  Qtilces  the  railroiid  cuinpanicd*  offioers  &ra 
given  a  bonus.  Tliat  iu  tho  evil  undfc  which  wo  labor.  I  do 
not  know  how  to  care  it,  but  it  iniut  be  cured  soniehow.'* 
Again  lie  said:  "It  \*  cliargL'd — I  do  not  maku  the  charge 
uiyBiflf — but  it  18  charged  upon  -a.  railroad  cotu|>iujy  running 
through  the  oil  regions  that  it  will  not,  without  delay,  truus* 
port  oil  delivered  to  tlie  railroad  station  by  tlie  various  pipe 
Itnee  unices  it  is  interested  in  tho  pipe  line.  ...  It  is  eaid 
that  whunever  a  new  pipe  line  is  built,  it  is  necessary  that 
BOinubudy  eonnvctecl  with  the  pnrtieiilar  railroad  coni[>anv 
shall  be  preateiited  with  Btot'k  in  tlie  pipe  line;  olherwitK),  it 
(the  railroad  company)  will  uot  furuisli  cars  without  tedioiis 
and  uuncceseiiry  delay.  This  is  s  discrimination  wliiclt  sbonlil 
U.'  ftt(>pi>cd.*' " 
^  It  is  plain  that  the  purpose  of  tbe  discrimination  waa  eome-l 
tiling  more  than  to  ebiint  the  control  of  the  trade — more  thaaf 
**lo  maintain  the  bueine8s"of  tho  favorite.!  'I'on  cents  %\ 
Itarrel  difference  would  have  done  that,  for,  as  tlio  Supreni*^ 
Court  of  Ohio  pointed  out,  that  alone  amounted  to  a  tax  of 
Si  per  ocDt.  a  year  on  tbe  cspitAl  of  tbo  "  outcidors.'' '    AVImn 

*  Tn»M,  OoncrcMk  1888,  p.  SM. 

*  l>el)alpt. dnsiUiiUoeat  CuatWKion  to uneod  ibe CotiUltutlMi o(  fciin^jtruhi, 
16T2,  »ol  .iii.,  |.p.  261. 881  »lfcc p.  M. 
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10  ccnte  waa  enougli,  wli;  n-as  tlie  tax  made  32|  ccnU,  25 
ccnte,  G-H  (^eiite  up  to  gl.Ki  f 

Some  railroad  men  are  known  to  have  been  stockholders 
in  the  oil  combiiiatioii.     "I  think  1  ou'iied — I  guess  I  had 

SlOO.OOO  iti  it I  don't  know  aiijlhiriK  at  all  about  it"— 

the  company — the  head  of  the  Nuw  York  Central  admitted.' 
Who  were  tlio  owners  of  certain  elmreaof  llicir  capital  alock 
these  men  have  always  refused  to  ilix'iilgc  Iii  giving  in 
^•coiirt  a  list  of  etoekholdcrs  of  otic  of  their  corporatiena  one  of 
he  officer*  oneovercd  only  thi-cc-qnartcr*  of  the  stock.  Who 
held  the  other  fourth  he  nvowed  ho  could  not  gay,  although 
the  fitock-book  was  in  hi»  custody.'  The  dividends  were  paiJ 
to  the  vice-president,  and  by  liiiii  handed  over  to  these  veiletr 
prophets.  There  was  a  stniil;ir  mystery  about  the  owners 
of  about  !?2,000,000  of  the  National  Traneil  stock,  the  con- 
cern which  OWII8  and  innnascs  the  pipe  lines.  Astkod  for  tbo' 
naine-s  of  the  owners  of  this  portion,  the  '*  eocrotary  "  said  : 

'•  It  id  a  private  matter.  ...  I  dcfline  to  answer." ' 

The  president  of  this  pipe-!ine  branch  also  refused  to  give 
Congress  this  information.'  This  secrecy  will  couple  itself 
nc  once  in  the  mind  of  the  investigator  with  the  charges  just 
qituted,  tliat  r»iIr<Kid  ofticials  had  to  be  given  backghcesh  of 
pipe-line  stuck  before  their  roads  would  carry  the  oil  of  tho 
pipe  line?. 

Tlie  United  States  Senate  Cotnrnitteo  which  inveRligatcd 
the  cattle  and  meat  nionopolies  had  a  Riinilar  expei'ienco. 
Their  report  suvb:  '*TIib  sccrclary  of  tlic  Union  Stock- 
yards tcsliticd  at  Cliicjigo  that  when  the  company  was  es- 
tabliiihcd  the  stock  wae  i^nh^cribed  by  the  railnmde ;  but 
when  asked  to  show  his  stock-books  ho  declined,  after  con- 
anltation  with  the  eninpany's  attorneys,  and  persisted  in  this 
refusal  at  Wasliiiigton  City.  For  the  purposes  of  onr  in- 
vestigation it  was  not  considered  neceisaij  to  nscertain  in 


>  TMtinKHif,  New  York  AMombly  "  Hepburn"  Reprnt,  1879.  rq>  tSU-IS. 
*  TMliniany,  Common wMllh  of  PcnDH^IrAnlft  m.  PcDnarlratiU  Bailroad  <f  dt, 
1ST0,  p.  SW. 

*T«9tlaionv,  Tnuu,  Ouiijieu,  IfiSS,  pp.  867-66.  *  Same,  p.  SItA. 
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whose  names  tlio  etock  now  fitands,  for  we  were  satisfiod 
Ui*t  wliatover  the  oirncnliip  it  would  not  appear  in  tlio 
names  of  the  railroad  presidents,  directors,  and  stocklioldere, 
wlio  are  tlio  real  owners.  .  .  .  The  refusal  of  tlie  »ecr<?wry, 
under  dircctiou  of  liis  cuiploj'ors,  to  make  public  tlio  Ii8( 
of  8tockboldci-s  must  bave  been  becanae  of  Uio  fact  that  the 
aaiou  iDuii  uwu  tbe  etockvards  and  tlie  milroudii  nintiing  to 
tliein,  and  llic^  do  not  proposo  to  submit  ttieir  books  to  scrn> 
tin;  hccaufio  tliey  dread  tlie  truth.  —  This  extraordinary  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  stockyards  coni|>any  is  not  alone  in 
the  chain  of  ovidenoe  which  Bbowa  complicity  between  tbe 
Btockyards  mid  the  railroads."* 

Tlie  gmokclewi  rclKitc  iiiakcit  the  aecret  of  encceee  in  bnii- 
ness  to  be  nut  manufacture,  but  mantifracturc — brcakiti^  down 
with  a  strong  band  the  Iruu  makers  of  things.  To  those  who 
can  get  tbo  rebate  it  makes  no  ditfcrotice  wlio  docs  the  dig- 
ging, bnilding,  mining,  making,  producing  the  million  forma 
of  the  wealth  they  covet  for  fhemsc-kes.  They  need  only 
get  control  of  the  wonA^.  All  that  ihej  want  of  tlio  wealth 
of  others  can  bo  swttebed  off  the  hlghwaya  into  their  liandfu 
To  succeed,  ambitious  inen  must  make  tlicinBelve«  i-cllners  of 
fi-ciglit  rate»,  distillers  of  diBcrimiimtiuiis,  owricrB,  not  of  landa, 
ininoK,  and  forests — Dot  in  the  first  place,  at  least — but  of  the 
railway  officials  tbrongh  wlioae  hands  tbo  prodncc  must  go 
to  market;  buildere,  not  of  maiinfat^toriee,  but  of  privileges; 
inventors  only  of  tic-hemes  to  keep  for  tbeuiselves  the  middio 
of  tbe  road  and  Iwlb  eideu  of  it;  contrivciT,  not  of  competi- 
tion, but  of  ways  to  tax  the  property  of  their  competitors 
into  their  pockets.  Tbey  need  net  make  money ;  they  can 
take  it  from  thoec  who  have  made.it. 

Cin  the  United  States  the  processes  of  bneinew  fendaliia- 
lion  are  moving  more  rnpidly  to  tbe  end  than  in  any  other 
Country.  In  Chicago,  the  youngest  of  tbe  great  cities  of  t]i« 
j-uungest  of  the  great  nations,  there  are  fewer  wholesale  dry- 
goods  stores  in  1304  for  a  population  of  1,000,000  than  there 

'  Report  of  lb«  Uoiud  9uim  8«nu«  CommitWo  «a  S[«at  PiodHU,  S1>|  Gun- 
gn»,  iBt  Scniou,  ltKK\  Ko.  63ff,  ^  16. 
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vera  ill  lft60  for  113,173.  In  almost  every  one  of  tlio  moto- 
ori«  careers  hy  wliidi  a  few  men  in  eucli  trade  are  rising  to 
sapremu  weahli,  it  will  generally  be  foinul  tliiit  lo  some  priv- 
il^e  on  tliu  ruiicd  tiigliwiiye,  itcuuiiipiicilicd  \.>y  tiiu  rel)»te,  is 
due  the  part  of  tliuir  rise  wliicU  u  vxtruordinary.  A  few 
cases  of  grciit  wealth  from  the  incrcHscd  i-iilue  of  land,  a  few 
from  rcniiirkuble  iiivciitlons  like  tlie  sewitig-iiincbiiie,  are  only 
exceptions. 

From  Qeing  railroad  power  to  gire  better  rates  to  tlie  larger 
man^^it  waa  an  easy  »top  to  nsing  it  to  inake  a  favorite  first  a 
larger  man,  tlien  tlie  largest  man,  and  finally  tiie  only  man  in 
tlte  business.)  In  irieat  and  cattlu  u-o  eec  men  riaing  from 
poverty  to  great  wcaliii.  From  being  com peti tors,  like  other 
men,  in  the  Ecramble,  they  got  into  the  comfortatle  seat  of 
control  of  the  prices  at  which  llie  fanner  must  sell  cattle,  and 
at  wliicli  the  peoplu  must  huy  meal.'  Many  other  men  liad 
thrift,  sobriety,  industry,  hut  only  tlieee  had  the  rebate,  and 
CO  only  tliofic  are  the  "fittest  in  the  struggle  for  existence." 
We  Qnd  &  merchant  prince  of  the  last  generation  in  Xcw 
York  gnthcritig  into  lita  hands  u  share  of  the  dry-goods  bnsi- 
niiis.  of  the  conntry  which  appears  entirely  disproportionate 
to  liiA  ability  and  energy,  great  though  tlietiQ  be.  Ik  his  secret 
a  brain  so  niticli  larger  than  hie  coinpctiCore*  brains  as  his  busi> 
TICKS  is  grcjitcr  than  theirs?  The  freight  agent  of  the  New 
York  Central  tcetilied  that  ho  gave  this  niiui  a  epocial  rato 
"to  build  up  and  develop  their  l>ii«tnes«." 

*'Thoy  wore  languishing  and  snffcringi!" 

**Toa  great  extent."' 

*'  This,"  said  the  counsel  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  York  before  the  committee,  "  ift  deliberately  making 
the  ridi  richer  and  the  poor  poorer,  by  taxing  the  poor  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rich  through  the  inetramentality  of  the 
freight  charge.*' ' 

•ToftiinonT.  Kuw  Vurk  Auembly  "  Hepbiim"  II«pgrt,lSf«;pp.  tVT,  781,  S» 
VH,  IS8).    Uniicil  Kinicd  S«niti>  Kcport  on  Meat  Fioduota,  p.  U. 

*  TcBtlairiRT,  Ken  Vtsrk  Aucinbly  "  Hufiburo  "  Bopori,  1870,  pp.  SOS-B. 
'  Suue,  ipMcli  of  Slraan  Stornc,  p.  8090. 
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Tlic  officinis  of  the  Pcrmnjlvanm  Kiiilroad,  by  tlio  nso  of 
rebates,  liiiiidcd  over  the  Suto  of  Penn^ylvnnia  to  three  coal- 
dealcrs,  ench  of  irliom  Imd  hift  territory,  and  vraa  siipreiiiQ  in 
it,  !is  wolild-bc  conipctitoi's  fuiiiid  out  when  they  ijiidt:rtuuk  to 
ship  oottl  iuto  his  market.  They  made  a  similar  diviuon  of 
the  iroD  and  ateel  bti^inese.  The  rebate  ia  tlie  goldeii-riilo 
of  the  "goBpel  of  Wfaltli.'*'^  We  liave  already  seen  that  the 
secret  of  the  few  uorporations  which  have  liecorrie  tlie  ovrnera 
of  Almost  every  acre  of  tliu  aiithraeite  coal  uf  PeiiDsytvanJE-. 
VBfi  tbc  rol>ate.' 

Along  ouo  of  the  most  iraportaiit  lines  out  of  Chic 
grain  dealers  who  had  been  bnying  and  eelling  ia  nii  o]>cn 
market,  bnildittg  elevators,  inveeting  cnt>it»l  and  life,  fotind 
five  years  ago  market  and  railrond  and  liveliliood  suddenly 
cloced  to  them,  and  the  work  of  thirty  yi<nrs  brought  to  an 
iintitnely  eniL  Tlie  United  States  Interstate  Commeree  Com- 
inJBsion,  and  the  United  States  Dietrict  Attorneys  conjpersting 
with  it,  bi'oko  down  in  tlie  attempt  to  compel  the  railroad 
men  who  gave  tliefio  privileges  of  traneiHirtation,  or  the  bii«- 
nesd  men  who  receired  them,  to  testify  or  to  produce  tlieir 
books.  The  United  Statcegrand-jtiry  in  Chicago,  in  Deeciuber, 
1890,  proceeded  apainst  the  shippers  and  the  railroad  men. 
All  of  tliein  refused  to  tell  the  rates  given  or  received,  or  to' 
prodncc  tlieir  books. 

Why  do  you  refuse  to  anewerf  they  were  nekod. 

Bceuuec  to  do  m  n-onld  incriminate  us. 

Ilorc,  too,  wonld-bo  ?nccee9fnl  men  have  gone  gonring  with 
the  eruokclcsft  rebate  for  control  of  the  wheat  and  corn  and 
rII  the  produce  of  the  American  farmer.  Grain  is  fated  to 
go  the  way  that  oil,  hard  coal,  cattle,  and  meat  have  already 
gone.  The  farmer  may  remain  the  nominal  owner  of  his 
farm  nnder  theee  clrcnniHlnnces,  bnt  ho  will  bo  real  owner  of 
nothing  but  the  piece  of  paper  title. 

i'irac  the  product  of  tho  farm ;  then  the  farm.  In  America 
rlMs  the  shadow  of  a  coming  land-ownership  more  ooneeii- 
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trnted,  more  cruel,  with  tlio  impeivoiial  cracrltj  of  corportto 
niioiiyinity,  tliciii  any  ihe  world  has  yet  oeett. 

The  grain  Iiroker  %vlio  becomes,  by  favor  of  tlie  general 
fruigbt  Jigcut,  tliu  wile  iilnpper  and  wuruliouMtnian  of  grain 
niong  n  tine  uf  railruud,  bccoinett  thereby  tlic  sole  bnyer,  uiitl 
in  tlioeolo  buyer  of  the  prodiioo  wc  bave  tbc  f«6t-growing 
i^riii  of  the  future  »olc  buyer  of  tlie  Innd. 

"Petroleum  is  the  victim  to-day,"  said  the  nddrces,  in  1873, 
nf  the  Petroleum  Producers'  Union  "  to  all  newspapers  and 
boards  of  tmde  opposing  monopoly.  .  .  .  Coal,  iron,  collon, 
breadstuff*,  or  llf  e-stock  may  be  in  tlie  grnsp  of  the  monopoly 
to-morrew."     The  prediction  is  more  than  half  fulfilled. 

*'[  ran  away  from  home,  and  went  to  Califuriiia,"  eaid  a 
prominent  grain  merchant  to  the  writer,  "to  e«ape  being 
compelled  to  testify  as  to  the  freiglit  rates  I  wse  paying.  Hut 
those  decisions  that  we  cannot  bo  fut'ued  to  iiteriiiiinale  uui^ 
seh-es  give  me  safe-coiiducl,  and  I  am  goirighome  to  take  all 
the  rebates  I  can  get.'' 

f  This  is  wbut  is  gping  on  to-day  in  the  "division  of  pro|>. 
crty"  in  America,  j  Out' society  is  woven  together  l>y  (ho 
itcara  shuttle  that  moves  betwooii  its  farms  and  dinner-tables, 
its  cottoti-ficlds  and  factories,  thonsands  of  uiile»:  iipiirt,  and 
the  eliuttlo  is  crooked.  Ont  of  $^^00,000,000  paid  yearly  in 
this  country  for  tlie  cirrlage  of  freiglit,  it  was  esliinatd  in 
18SS,  by  one  who  knew,  tliat  $50,000,000  to  §100.000,000 
goes  to  farored  ehipperK.'  As  the  result  of  porennal  examtna- 
tton  made  as  ^n  expert  for  stockholders,  ho  declared  that  one 
of  the  great  trunk  lines  bad  in  the  last  twenty  years  tlins  di- 
verted to  favorites  of  the  managers  ^100,000,000  of  the  money 
of  tlio  stuL'k holders.  Besides  his  yachts  and  trotters,  every 
Captain  of  Industry  worth  talking  about  keeps  his  stud  of 
milwiiy  pirciiideiite  and  general  freight  agents. 

Pnlilic  opinion,  as  yet  only  in  the  gristle  in  tlieso  new 
qucstioiit>,  turns  upon  first  one  and  then  another  as  the  author 
of  its   troubles  —  the  soulless  corporation,  the  eotubiuation 

•Fnankliii  B.  Oowiui,  bcfoie  tlic  UulUil  Slates  ScDit«  InteisU(«  Coroioeroe 
OcnmUtoe,  Harcb,  1988. 


49S 


THE  S3/0K£LESS  KEBiiTS 


of  corporations,  railroad  oppreseion,  or  vlixt  not.  Bnt  ttw 
corpontloQ  ia  merely  a  cover,  the  combination  of  corpora- 
tions an  advantajre,  tlie  private  ownerfiliip  of  public  htffh-i 
ways  nn  opportunitv,  und  the  rcliatc  ito  perfect  tool.  Ttifli 
real  actora  am  men  ;  the  real  inetruiiicnt,  tlio  control  of  tbeir 
fellows  by  MFcaltb,  and  the  mainepring  of  tha  evil  is  the 
morals  mid  economics  which  cipher  that  brotherc  prodoce 
wealth  when  tlicy  are  only  cheating  each  otbor  oat  of  birtb- 
rig)it£. 

The  6ncce««  of  the  same  men  in  Enrope  sbowa  that  railroad 
discrimination  is  not  the  essence  of  their  power,  thoi)j;b  it  bafl 
in  America  bctm  tin;  cliief  instrnment.  liy  their  wealib  unil 
tboir  willinf^ncss  to  u£i>  it  in  tlioir  way  they  have  biM!uiuo  hu- 
prcQic.  Supremo  even  where,  as  in  Enftland  and  Germany, 
they  had  ito  ench  nnjoBt  and  crusliini;  preference  on  the  high-, 
ways  as  iu  America.  Back  of  liigliway  privilege,  Itack  of 
iiiuiiey  power,  back  uf  trade  supremacy  gained  by  these  two 
incantt  mu&t  be  rcctioncd,  na  the  essence  uf  tbia  phenomenon, 
the  morality- — our  morality — which  not  only  nllown  but  en- 
conragcs  men  to  do  cacli  otbor  to  death,  provided  only  the 
weapon  be  a  bargain  and  the  arena  a  market.  "Everything 
Bhall  not  go  to  market,''  siira  Emerson ;  but  everything  does 
go  to  market.  Tbe  millionaire  ta  the  modem  hero,  saya  tha 
New  York  Evening  Pott  The  men  who  bare  found  in  the 
rebate  the  secret  of  bnainess  aaocees — and  there  are  mors  of 
t]ietn  than  the  public  gneeees — have  only  extended  a  fiercer 
hand  to  tbe  reeulta  all  were  aiming  at.  They  have  iiaed  the 
smokeless  rebate  becanee  it  was  tbe  beet  gun.  But  if  that 
had  not  been  ready  to  their  hand,  they  wonld  have  taken  tho 
uo.\t  bust  The  course  of  oonqueet  might  have  been  slower, 
but.  tmluMa  checked  by  moral  intervcutiontt,  it  would  have 
reached  the  same  end.  If  society  ia  founded  on  tlio  idea  that 
proi«rty  Uihings  to  the  strongest,  thcMS  will  sooner  or  later 
got  all  the  property,  by  bargains  or  by  battles  according  to 
"the  spirit  of  the  age." 

/  The  highest  State  and  national  cotirts  and  the  Intorstato. 
Commerce  Commission  of  the  Hnite^l  States  have  suetainodi 
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tlie  people  in  tlie  aswrtion  oE  their  rights,  under  the  law,  to 
como  aiirl  go  with  free  and  equAl  rights  on  the  highways.  ' 
Tho  jtidgee  havo  golemtily  warned  tho  guilty  men  that -they 
must  give  up  their  "ahhorront"  attoinpl  to  drive  citinenfi  oat 
of  the  industries  of  their  choiKO,  and  to  add  the  [iropt;rty  of 
the  people  lo  their  vaai  eatatea.  Although  thn*  declared  in 
the  rijjlil  \iy  the  lilgliest  judges  of  the  law  and  ihc  fact,  the 
jicople  arc  poor,  defeated,  and  unsucccMfnl.  Thongh  thus 
warned  hjr  the  authoritative  voice  of  the  ministers  of  right 
and  jiiatiee  that  their  pnrposcs  and  practices  are  iniquitous  and 
intolerable,  the  men  wlio  have  determined  that  whole  prov- 
inces of  Amcricnn  industry  shall  be  theirn,  ant]  theirs  only, 
continue  thtir  warfare  of  extermination  upon  poor  men  with 
methods  practically  nncliangcd.  Tlicy  evade  or  defy  tlie  lawa 
of  the  States  and  of  the  nntion,  and  tho  decisions  of  the  conrla, 
State  and  national.  Guided  by  tho  advice  of  the  skilfullest 
lawyers,  they  pereist  in  open  violation,  or  maico  anch  changes 
in  their  procedure  ae  will  nullify  stAtuto  and  docieton  witliont 
danger  tu  them.  For  thirty  years  the  independents  in  the  oil 
regions  have  had  this  reinforcement  of  the  law,  and  for  thirty 
years,  in  spite  «if  it.  their  rights  have  been  defiantly,  continn- 
oasly  violated  to  the  common  ruin.  The  people  «pcnd  their 
live*  passing  about  from  field  or  factory,  or  shop  or  office,  to 
market,  from  market  to  court,  from  court  to  Legislature,  from 
Logialatnre  to  printing-ofKce.  They  are  tho  typo  of  the  time, 
disturbed  by  the  demand  of  the  new  tyranny  of  wealth  for 
tribute  from  their  daily  labors,  and  forbidden  to  rest  until  out 
of  their  suffering  a  new  liberty  has  been  won — the  industrial^ 
liberty,  for  which  political  and  religious  liberty  wait  for  their/ 
full  realization. 


The  corn  of  tho  comin*,'  Imrvest  is  growing  so  f«t  that,  like 
the  farmer  elAoding  st  tiiglit  in  his  fields,  wc  can  hear  it  enap 
flud  crackle.  iWc  Imve  been  figliting  fire  on  tlio  wcll-wom 
lines  of  olrj-fneliioned  puliticB  ant)  pnliticnl  oconoiiiy,  regulat- 
ing coqiorBtioiis,  and  leHving  competition  to  regulate  itself.^ 
Bnt  the  flames  of  a  new  ec-oiiomic  evolution  mn  aronnd  iig, 
and  we  tnrn  to  find  tliat  competition  has  killed  competition, 
that  eorporations  are  grown  greater  than  the  State  and  have 
bred  indiridanU  grcnter  than  themeelves,  and  that  the  naked 
issne  of  onr  time  in  with  property  hecoining  master  intitead 
of  servant,  property  in  many  neuessariea  of  life  becoming  mo- 
iiopolj  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

We  arc  still,  in  part,  as  Eincr«oii  says,  in  the  qiiadmpefl  ^ 
state.  Our  industry  is  n  fight  of  every  man  for  himeclf.  The 
pnzo  wo  give  tho  fittest  is  monopoly  of  the  ncccaearioA  of 
life,  and  wc  Icnvo  these  winners  of  the  powers  of  life  and 
death  to  wield  them  over  n»  by  the  winic  "eclf- interest " 
with  which  they  took  them  from  ne.  In  all  this  wo  bco  at 
work  a  "  principle"  which  will  go  into  the  records  as  one  of 
the  historic  mietakes  of  hnmanity.  Institutions  etand  or  fall 
by  their  philosophy,  and  the  main  doctrine  of  industry  since 
Adaia  Sruitli  has  hccn  the  fallacy  that  tlic  aelf-intc-reet  of  the 
individual  wo6  a  snfficient  guide  to  the  welfare  of  the  indi- 
■vidna)  and  society.  Ileralded  as  a  final  trnth  of  "ficienoe" 
tin's  proves  to  have  been  nothing  higher  thnn  »  temporary 
formula  for  a  paaeing  problem.  It  was  a  retleclion  in  woi 
of  the  policy  of  the  day. 

When  the  Middle  Ages  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  sii^ 
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teentli  conturj  they  broke  ranke,  aiid  for  three  hundred  years 
ererj  one  bas  been  scurrying  about  to  get  whtit  lie  could.  / 
Society  was  rot  Iiiglily  developed  enougli  to  organize  tlio  ex- 
ploration nnd  Kiilijiigiitioii  of  worlds  itf  now  tilings  and  ideaa 
on  any  broader  biiei»  tlian  private  enterprise,  pcreoiiat  advciit- 
nrc.  People  liad  to  run  away  from  each  other  and  from  the 
old  ideas,  nativities,  guilds,  to  eeizc  tbc  pn>.cs  of  the  new  eci- 
oncos,  the  now  land,  the  new  liberties  which  make  modern 
tinios.  They  did  not  go  because  the  philo^opliere  (old  tlionti 
to.  The  pliiloeopliers  saw  tbcin  golii^  and  wrote  it  down  in 
n  book,  and  have  believed  tliemselvee  ever  since  to  be  the  iu- 
veiitors  of  tlie  divisioti  of  labor  and  tlie  discoverers  of  a  nevr 
world  of  social  ecicnee.  But  now  wo  are  toncliing  elbowg 
again,  and  the  drt<iini  nf  tlieee  picnic  centiiriea  that  the  social 
can  bo  made  secondary  to  tho  individual  is  being  eliased  out 
of  our  intnds  by  the  hard  light  of  lliu  crisis  into  which  we 
arc  waking. 

"  It  is  a  law  of  linaincsB  for  cacli  proprietor  to  pursTio  hia 
own  intci-cEt,"'  said  the  coraraittec  of  Congress  which  in  lS9a  ' 
investigated  the  coal  combinatione.  '*  There  ia  no  hope  for* 
any  of  ua,  but  tlio  weakest  must  go  Hrst,"  is  the  golden  riilo 
of  busincse.*  There  is  no  other  dcld  of  human  associations 
ID  which  any  snch  rule  of  action  is  allowed.  The  man  who 
should  apply  in  his  family  or  his  citizenship  this  ''enrrival 
of  tl)e  fittest"  theory  as  it  ia  practically  professed  and  op- 
erated in  bneinoss  would  be  a  nioiiater,  and  would  be  epeed> 
ily  made  extinct,  as  ws  du  with  rnoneIer&  To  divt<iti  tho 
supply  of  food  between  hiineclf  and  his  children  itceording 
to  their  i-ektlvo  poivors  of  calcnlatioii,  to  follow  his  concep- 
tion of  liis  own  Bctf- interest  in  any  matter  which  the  eelf- 
intcrest  uf  all  lias  taken  charge  of,  to  deal  as  he  thinks  beat 
for  himself  with  foreigners  with  whom  his  country  ia  at  war, 
would  be  a  short  road  to  the  peniietitiary  or  the  gallows.  In 
trade  men  have  not  yet  risen  to  tiie  level  of  the  family  life  of 
the  animals.    The  tniu  law  uf  bnsinuss  is  that  all  most  pursue  ; 


■  TuiUmenr,  TniiU,  Coii){rou,  1S8S,  p.  Ufi. 


4D0 


raS  OLD  aSLF-LVTSBfST 


_tix9_itiUif^pi  oil.  In  tlie  law,  tbo  biglmt  product  of  uiriliu- 
lion,  tbie  bad  loag  becQ  Acommoiijrlacc.  Tlic  Mifetj  of  the  peo- 
ple is  tbc  lapromo  Uw.  Wo  irc  in  travail  to  brin^  indastr 
lip  to  tJiie.  Oar  centiirj  of  the  cnprice  of  tbD  individual  mi 
the  laW'girer  of  tbo  common  toil,  to  employ  or  disoniploy,  fo 
start  or  stop,  to  open  or  rloBO,  to  compere  or  combine,  lius 
liccn  the  disorder  of  the  school  white  the  mntiter  slept.  The 
happiness,  Belf-intereot,  or  individnnlity  of  tho  wkolo  is  no9 
more  sacred  than  that  of  each,  but  it  is  gr«titci-.  Tbey  &Tt| 
oqnal  i:i  quality,  but  in  quantity  tbey  are  j^re^ter.  In  tliul 
ultimate  which  the  uiatbeinaticiaa,  the  poet,  the  reformer  proj 
jects  the  two  will  eoincidc. 

Our  worliij  operated  by  individual  motive,  is  the  country  of 
the  Chiueee  fable,  in  which  tbo  inhabitants  went  on  one  leg. 
Yce,  but  an  "enliglitcncd  scIf-inlcrcBt"  t     The  perfect  ecK 
interest  of  the  perfect  individual  ie  an  adminhlo  conception 
but  it  ie  still  individnnl,  and  the  vorld  ia  sodol.j   The  mowo 
of  the  Bphercfi  is  uot  to  be  playod  on  one  string.    Nature  doec, 
nothing  individually.     All   forces  are  ]>aired  like  llie  sexes,, 
and  every  particle  of  matter  in  the  onivcrse  lias  to  obey 
every  other  particle.     When  tlie  individual  baa  progrescod 
A  perfect  self-iiitcreat,  tliore  will  be  over  Agujnet  it,  acting  ar 
reacting  with  it,  a  correspondingly  perfect  self-interoet  of  th| 
community.     Meanwhile,  we  wlio  are  the  crcntora  of  sociotjrj 
have  got  the  times  out   nf  joint,  becanse,  less   expcriciK 
than  the  Creator  of  the  balnnoed  matter  of  earth,  we  have 
given  the  precedence  to  the  powers  on  one  side.     As  gods, 
we  are  but  half-grown.   I  For  a  hundretl  years  or  so  onr  eoo' 
nomic  theory  has  been  one  of  industrial  governuieot  by  tbo 
self-interest  of  the  individual     Political  govcnmient  l)y  the 
solf-iutereet  of  the  individual  we  call  anarchy.  ]   It  is  ouv  of 
the  paradoxes  of  ptiblic  opinion  that  the  people  of  America, 
least  tolerant  of  this  theory  of  anarchy  in  political  govorn- 
mcnt,  lead  in  practising  it  in  industry.    Pul itiul iy,  we  arc 
civilized ;  industrially,  not  yet.    Onr  century,  given  to  this 
laieiieS'/aire — "leave  the  iiidividnal  alone;  lie  will  do  what  is 
beet  for  htmaclf,  and  what  is  best  for  biin  is  best  for  all"— r 
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lifis  done  one  good :  it  has  pnt  society  at  the  mercy  of  its  own 
ideals,  nnd  lins  ]>roilucod  un  actual  atiaix-liy  in  itidiislry  wliicU 
is  liorrifring  ue  into  a  clmnge  of  doctriiies. 

We  have  not  been  nblo  to  eoe  ilio  people  for  (lie  pereon*  in 
it.  ISiit  tliew  is  a  people,  and  it  is  ns  different  from  a  mcro 
jnxtapoftition  of  pcmotie  ne  h  glo1>e  of  gl»ge  from  the  hnndfn) 
iif  eaiid  out  of  wlilcli  it  via%  mulled.  It  Is  becoming,  ^ocixllr, 
known  to  itself,  with  tli.tt  self-coiucioiianesa  wliicli  dietin* 
gni«Iic8  thoqnick  from  tlio  dead  nnd  the  uiiljoi-n.  Kvcry  coin-> 
innnity,  »nid  Pa«cul,  is  tt  man,  and  crnry  man, 
oomninntty.  There  U  a  nuw  telf-intcrest — that 
failed  Fnillion,*'  ns  Miizziiit  niiined  liim — and  with  tl)Js  social 
motive  the  otlicr,  wliicli  tins  ao  long  liitd  its  own  war,  lias 
tion-  to  reckon.  Mankind  lins  gone  u»<tray  folluvring  n  tnitli 
6eon  only  pHrtially,  imt  corimatcd  as  a  wliolo  triilli.  Many 
dvilizalione  must  woreliip  good  tnctt  aa  gods  and  follow  thel 
divinity  of  one  and  another  I)oforo  civiliznttoii  sees  that  tlieeel 
are  only^ingle  stars  in  a  firmament  of  liiimanily.  Our  eivii- 
ization  has  followed  tlie»elf-inlere«t  of  the  individual  to  learn 
tluit  it  was  but  one  of  the  complex  fori^g  of  solf-intcivat. 
'  The  trnc  laisatz-faire  ia,  let  the  indiridnnl  do  what  the  Itv^ 
dividual  can  do  be«t,  and  let  the  community  do  what  titc  com-j 
niunily  can  do  beet..  The  iais9cs-_f<iire  of  social  sclf-interett- 
i£  true, cannot  conflict  with  the  individnal  self-iiuercsi,  if  tmej 
but  it  mnst  ontrank  it  nlwaye.  lAVIiat  we  have  called  "  f i-eo 
competilion"  lias  not  been  free,  oTily  froGi"  tlmn  wlmt  wont 
before...'  The  free  is  still  to  come.  The  preesiiro  we  feel  is  do- 
tica  to  prepare  for  it.  Civilization — the  process  of  making 
men  ciliacns  in  their  relations  to  each  other,  by  exacting  of 
each  that  be  give  to  alt  llint  wliich  he  rcccivea  from  ull — lia^ 
reached  only  thoec  forms  of  common  effort  which,  bccansc 
rnoet  general  and  most  vital,  Jii-st  demanded  iti  harmonizing 
touch.  Men  joining  in  the  Inbora  of  tlio  family,  the  miitnal 
sacrifiece  of  tho  clnb  or  the  "church  in  the  nnion  of  forces 
for  8c1f-dufcnco  and  for  the  gains  of  co-operation  on  the 
largest  «c»le  in  labors  of  nniversal  concern,  Hkcleltcrsyirrying, 
have  come  to  l>o  ao  far  civilised. 
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History  is  conileriscd  in  tlic  catchwords  of  tlie  people.     In 
tlie  {■hr.'iBcs  of  itidividtiKl  self-interoat  wbicli  have  been  the 
aliiliboletlis  of  the  main  nctlvitiea  of  our  kst  hundrud  yearn 
were  prophesied:  the  filling-  np  of  the  Miesiasippi  b>'  the  fur* 
cst-deslroying,  ftelf-eockitig  Inniber  fumpaniee  of  the  North; 
the  disitite^i-ation  of  the  Ainencan  family — atnon^  the  rich 
hy  too   little  poverty,  and  aruong  tlio  }Hior  by  too  much ; 
llie  eiiilwzzleiiient  of  public  highw:iys  And  public  frunchiscfi 
into  privnto  jtroperty ;  the  devohuion  of  the  American  nicr 
cliaiils  and  nianiif»ctiirers  into  the  btiifiiicss  depend iint»— and 
social  and  jxililical  dependants,  therefore — of  a  few  men  in 
each  great  dcjKirtnicnt  of  trade,  from  dry-gi)ods  to  whiskey ; 
the  devolution  of  the  free  f«riiier  into  a  tenant,  and  of  tlic 
working-man  into  a  tixtnro  of  the  locomotive  or  ibo  factory, 
forbidden  to  leave  except  by  permiMion  of  his  oroployer  or 
the  public;  and  that  iii^liJe  of  injunctions,  bayonets,  idle  men 
and  idle  machinery,  rich  nian'«  fear  of  poor  man  and  poor 
man's  fear  of  starvalion,  we  ciiU  trade  niid  iudtistry. 
y{  Vriicrc  the  Belf-intcrcet  of  llic  iudividuul  is  nlluwcd  to  bo\ 
tliu  rule  both  of  eociiil  and  personal  aetion,  tbo  level  of  all  is  ) 
forced  down  to  that  of  the  lowest,  ;  JJiisineM  excuses  iteclf 
for  Ilic  tilings  it  doe»~ciitfi  in  wageSj'cxactionsin  lionr»,  iriekt 
of  competition— on  the  pica  that  the  moi-cifnl  are  cniiiiM*ne(i 
to  follow  the  cruel.     "It  is  pleaded  as  an  excnse  by  tlitwu" 
(common  carriers) "  who  desire  to  obey  tlie**  (Interstate  Com- 
merce) "law  that  self -prcBurvalion  drives  Ihcm  to  violalo, 
it  becanee,  other  carrici's  pci'eiet  in  doing  eo,"  enye  Senator 
/   Cnllom.    When  the  solf-intcrcst  of  society  is  made  tito  etand- 
/    ard  tht!  lowest  njiiet  riso  to  thu  avcragoy    Tlie  ouo  pnllsdown, 
L    the  other  np.     That  men's  hearts  are  bad  and  that  bad  men 
^  will  do  bad  thinj;^  has  a  truth  in  it.    But  whatever  the  gener- 
al average  of  morals,  the  anarchy  wliicli  gives  such  individuals, 
their  tivad  and  leaves  tliein  lu  eul  the  puce  for  all  will  praduca  1 
intinitoly  woreo  results  Ihaii  a  policy  which   applies  niutunl 
checks  and  inspiration;.    B-id  kings  make  bad  reigne,  tut  mon- 
archy is  bad  bccauso  it  is  arbitrary  ])ou-cr,  and  that,  whethor  it 
bo  political  or  indnstrial,  makes  eren  good  men  bad. 
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A  ]>arti.-il  tnilli  uriiversalljr  applied  as  tliU  of  self-intercet  ^?^ 
lias  beEii  18  a  iinivoi-siil  error.  Evervtiiing  goes  to  defeat. 
IIlg!iwu^-8  Hrc  tiacd  to  prevent  tnivcl  luid  traffic.  Ownereliip 
*if  the  iiicjiria  of  produL-tion  is  songlit  In  order  to  *' shut  down" 
)>rodiictiuii,  atid  tlic  iiicaiie  of  plenty  mnlfc  fnmiiic  All  fol- 
low 6clf-intereat  to  find  that  tliougli  tlicv  have  croiitcd  innr- 
veltons  wealtli  it  is  not  theirs,  \Wo  pledge  "our  lives,  oiii 
fortimes,  and  our  $iicred  honor"  to  estnlilisli  the  rule  of  lh( 
majority,  and  end  l>y  finding  tint  llic  minnnty — a  minority  Ir 
moralsi,  monwy,  and  men — are  our  masters  wliiciiercr  way  vr< 
turn.  'iWc  rtgonize  over  "economy,"  but  Bcllall  otir  grain  nm 
pork  and  oil  and  cotton  at  exehangea  wlioro  wc  pay  brokoiago 
on  a  itiindrod  or  a  thouEatid  barrole  or  bnelicU  or  halee  of  vrind 
to  get  Olio  real  one  sold.  Thc£o  iutolor-ibilities — Bircst-f>1io))6 
wlicro  raodu'l  merchants  buy  and  sell  tlio  caet-off  searlot-fevor 
skiirg  of  file  poor,  factory  and  niino  where  eliildhood  is  for- 
bidden to  become  mnulioud  and  inanliood  is  forbidden  to  die 
n  natural  death,  mausoleums  in  which  we  bury  tlie  dead  rtctu 
slums  in  wliicli  we  bury  tlie  living  poor,  coitl  pools  witli  tlieir 
iimniifnctcire  of  artificial  winter — hU  tliyso  nre  the  rnlo  of 
private  self-intereflt  arrived  nt  ite  destination. 

A  really  human  life  i^  impossible  in  onr  citie«,  but  they  cnQ-\ 
not  be  reconstrncted  nnder  tlie  old  self-interest.  ChicHgovas/ 
rebnilt  wrong  after  the  fii-e.  Able  men  pointed  out  the  ave- 
nues to  a  wider  and  better  municipal  life,  but  they  cooM  not 
bo  opened  tlirongli  tlie  private  interpoeitioiis  that  blocked  the 
way.  The  slangliter  of  railway  men  coupling  cars  was  shown, 
fn  a  debate  in  the  Unitetl  States  Senate,  to  be  twice  as  gtvat 
as  it  would  be  if  the  men  were  in  active  service  in  war.  Hut 
under  the  ficnimble  for  private  gain  onr  society  on  its  milwiiy 
Bide  cannot  develop  the  energy  to  jntrodnce  the  improved  np- 
]>Iinnce6  ready  to  hand  which  would  save  these  lives,  all  young 
and  vigorone.  The  cost  of  the  change  would  be  repaid  in  II'O- 
pcr-cont.  dividends  every  year  by  tlia  money  value  alono  to  as 
of  the  men  now  killed  and  wounded.  Bnt  we  shall  have  to 
wait  for  a  nobler  aritlinietio  to  give  an  iiiveetnienU  so  good 
as  tluit.     Tlio  lenu  kine  of  self-interest  devour  the  fat  kiue. 
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Tlio  railroad  etocklioMor,  idolater  of  ficlf-int«rc«t,  lets  liimticlF 
bo  robbed— like  the  etcckbotder  of  all  tbe  railroads  in  tUis 
Btory — L-iitier  becaiiee  ho  is  too  ricili  tu  mind,  too  feeble  to 
make  liiitieelf  heard,  or  too  iiiueh  iiiiplicated  elscwliero  ns 
|>niici|)al  in  tlio  same  kind  of  dcpredatloi)  to  cnrc  or  daro  to 
f-tij-  wliiit  lie  knows  to  be  a  iiipiverBiil  scandal.  \\v  hafi  become 
u'ilhjn  liiiiisulf  tim  batllc-ground  of  a  troop  of  warring  devils 
of  solSaliDcee;  lii»  sclHelincee  as  a  stoekholdcrclntched  at  the 
throat  i>y  his  scltislmces  bb  a  paijwite,  in  some  '*  inside  deal," 
feeding  on  the  etoekliolder ;  some  i-ebato  arrangement,  fast- 
freight  line,  sleeping-car  company,  or  what  not.  And,  aa  Hko 
as  not,  npoii  this  oiic'e  Iiack  is  xiiotber  deril  of  depredation 
fi-oiii  sottie  inner  ring  within  a  ring.  Torn  at  the  Tita!?,  the 
onHglilcncd  siriiiieliiieea  of  our  Ititmotif  is  lia«lei)ing  to  throw 
itec'lf  into  the  sea. 

(  Via  are  verj-  poor.  Tlic  striking  feature  of  our  economie 
ooiidilion  is  onr  poverty,  not  our  vrcaUh.  JWc  make  ourselrea 
"  rich  "  by  apprupi-iating  the  properly  of  others  by  methods 
nhich  lcsE«n  the  totnl  projwrt;  of  all.  Spain  look  soeli  ricboA 
from  America  and  grew  poor.  Modem  wealth  more  and  ^ 
more  resembles  the  winnings  of  eppcidators  in  bread  dnring 
fiuuine — worse,  for  to  make  tbe  money  i(  iiiakee  tlie  famiue. 
What  vrccall  cbeapne«8  allows  iteelf  to  be  ittinntaral  fortnnca 
for  a  very  few,  nionglrona  hixnry  for  them  and  proportionate 
deprivatidH  for  the  people,  jndges  debaiiebed,  tmsiees  dii^bon- 
orcd,  Congress  and  State  legislatures  insnltcd  and  defied, 
when  not  seduced,  mnU!ti)dc8  of  honest  men  mined  and  drlr> 
en  to  despair,  the  common  carrier  made  a  mere  instrament 
for  tbe  creation  of  a  new  baronage,  an  cxamplo  set  to  hiiru 
dreds  of  would-be  comnjercial  CsDsnrs  to  repeat  this  rapine  in 
other  induetriee  and  n*\\  it  "bnsiness,"  a  proeew  set  iit  o[v 
cration  all  over  the  United  States  for  tbo  progressive  extine- 
tion  of  the  independence  of  laboring  men,  and  all  buEinoiU 
men  except  tbe  veryrieh,  and  their  reduction  to  a  state  of 
vassalage  to  lonjs  or  squire*  in  each  department  of  trade  and 
Ittdiietry.  All  these— teore,  miii,  dishonor,  and  treason — an* 
the  npinarked  addjlioiia  to  tito  "price  marked  on  rbe  jr*oda." 
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SLaII  wc  bnj  cUeap  of  OaptAiD  Kidd,  and  that  our  ears  to 
tlio  agon;p  that  riistica  iit  his  silks}  Shall  wo  Ucli«vo  that 
Oiptnin  Kidi],  who  kills  coiimicrcc  by  tlio  net  which  enables 
him  to  eoll  at  half-price,  is  a  chenpenerl  Shall  vo  preach 
and  practise  doctrines  wliicii  niiiku  the  Black  Flag  the  emhleni 
of  success  on  tlic  hij^h  seas  of  human  interchange  of  6ci-vlc'(5, 
and  coinplnin  when  wo  sec  mankind's  argosies  of  hope  and 
plenty  aht-iiik  into  )>nvn.to  hoards  of  treasure,  hurled  in 
eeltisU  sands  to  be  loct  furcvcr,  oven  to  cupidity  i  If  this 
be  chcapnettt^  it  comes  by  tlio  grace  of  the  seller,  and  that 
fa  the  fii-Ht  ehnpe  uf  dcanicss,  ns  security  in  eoetety  by  tlia 
gncc  of  the  ruler  ii  the  6r8t  form  of  titdeciirity. 

(The  new  wealth  now  Hdniinf&tcrs  estates  of  fsbiiloas  ex- 
tent fi-oiii  metropolitan  bureaus,  and  all  tlic  prutile  Oow  to 
men  who  know  nothing  of  the  real  hiiaiiiesa  ont  of  v\-hieU 
tlicy  arc  madct  Ked  lape,  complication,  the  hired  innn,  con- 
spiracy hnvo  t.iltoti  tliR  place  of  the  watehfiil  eye  of  tlio 
owner,  the  tiJd-fiisliiotiRd  liuiid  at  llio  plough  th:it  iiiufit  "  hold 
or  drive."  f^We  now  have  Captain*  of  Iudu*try,  with  a  few  '\ 
aid?,  rearranging  fix>in  oINct^cliaini  thits  or  that  industry,  by 
mei'e  contriviincce  of  wit^mputling  the  fruits  of  the  labor  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  their  fellows,  who  nevtr  saw  tbciij,  never 
Iteai'd  of  tlicm,  to  be  every  day  dopoeitod  unwilling  and  onwit- 
tiiiff  to  their  own  credit  at  the  bank;  setting,  aa  by  nccro- 
maiiey,  liiindreds  of  properliea,  largo  STid  email,  in  a  tit^ire  o£ 
coininunities,  to  flying  tliroiigli  Invisible  ways  intothvir  handii; 
sitting  cahu  tlirou<;h  all  tlio  liubbiib  raised  in  coiirliu  legislat- 
ures, and  public  places,  and  by  dictating  letters  and  whisper- 
ing word«  remaining  the  nuiler  majciciane  of  the  scene;  defy- 
ing, though  private  ciiizcna,  all  the  forces  and  antborities  of 
a  whole  people;  by  the  mere  mastery  of  comiielling  lirain, 
wilhont  pntltng  band  to  anything,  opening  or  chMiiig  tim 
earth's  treasures  of  oil  or  coal  or  gas  or  copper  or  what  not; 
pulling  down  or  putting  up  great  buildings  fiictorice,  towns 
themselves;  moving  men  nttd  (heir  money  tliie  way  and  that; 
inserting  Iheir  will  as  (ui-t  of  the  law  of  life  of  tlio  people — 
American,  European,  and  Asiatic — and,  against  the  prtitcst  of 


» 


A  n'1io!e  Rivnization,  making  tliQiQs«tre.4,  Uieir  metltods  nnd 
pnncii>lcs,  it*  cniblcmatic  figiii'CA. 

/  S^'iidicatcs,  by  vim  etrukc,  get  the  power  of  selling  dear 
on  one  eidc,  and  prwiucing  cliciip  on  the  other.  Thus  llicr 
keep  tlienisclvoB  happy,  pricoa  liigh,  and  Uie  people  hnngry.'j 
Wlml  tiiodol  mei'cl>ant  eonld  nsk  more?  Tlio  dreiiin  of  the 
king  w1it>  wi&lied  tlint  all  liie  peoptu  Itad  bnl  ono  nvcic  that  he 
miyht  decapitate  ihi'iii  at  one  blow  is  realized  lo-day  in  tliif 
itidtislrial  gurrote.  •  The  syndicate  lias  hut  to  ttini  its  scruvr, 
and  CYcry  nt-flc  hegiiis  to  break;  Prices  paid  to  siK-li  inter* 
cepters  arv  nut  an  eschangc  of  ecrvicv;  tlicy  nru  raiinoiri 
paid  by  the  |x;ople  for  their  lives.  Tlie  ability  of  tlie  citixori 
lo  pay  niHy  flncttiato;  what  he  mnet  \my  remains  fixed,  or  nd- 
TAMoeA  llkij  the  rutit  of  the  Irtxh  leiiaiit  lo  llie  absentee  land- 
lord until  the  conniiunity  interfered.  Those  who  have  lliis 
power  to  draw  tlie  money  from  the  people — -fi-oin  every  rail- 
road stiiliort,  every  fitrc*;t-Rar,  every  fireplace,  every  Sfllt-cel- 
lar,  every  breail-pan,  wash-honrd,  and  coal-acotllc — to  their 
own  safes  have  tlic  further  incentive  to  ni^ikc  this  money 
vortii  the  most  possible.  By  eonti'acting  the  isaite  of  ciir- 
lency  and  contracting  it  agHin  by  hoarding  it  in  their  banka, 
Bftfe-depusit  vanlts,  and  iho  govunnnent  treasury,  they  can 
dcpptSK  the  prices  of  all  that  belongs  to  tiie  people.  Their 
own  prices  are  fixed.  Theae  are  "  regular  prices,"  estal*- 
lislicd  by  price-liets.  Givcn^afi  a.  rnliii^  motive,  the  prioci- 
ples  of  bnaincse — to  get  ll>e  meet  and  give  Ihe  least ;  given  tho 
legal  and  economic',  pliysicaT  and  mec)ianicid  contTol,  poeajblo 
nndcr  our  prcBCiit  soci;tl  arrange tiientg,  to  tlie  few  over  the 
tnniiy,  and  the  certain  end  of  nil  this,  if  nnurrcKtcd,  nnro- 
rcr«eil,  can  be  nothing  less  than  a  j^tum  to  chattel  sinrerjf. 
There  may  !»c  some  finer  natne,  but  the  fact  will  not  fw  finer, 
lictween  onr  prvsunt  tulonince  and  onr  completed  subjeetioti 
tho  distance  is  not  ao  far  aa  that  from  the  cqnality  and  siin- 
pltcity  of  onr  Pilgrim  K^thers  to  oar6clve«. 

Everything  withers  —  even  charity.  Artatocratlc  benevo- 
lence B]M>nd6  a  Khninken  etream  in  compurison  with  demo- 
cratic  benevolence.     In  an  address  to  tlie  public,  soliciting 


snbscriiitions,  the  Committoo  of  the  United  Ilospitiils  AssocU 
nlioii  of  New  Vurk  said,  in  Duoeinber,  1S93:  "  The  committee 
have  fuuiid  thfit,  through  thu  ohlitcrntlon  of  old  nicthode  of 
individual  coin[>elition  hj'  tlic  estKbli^hiiiciit  of  Ui^  corpora* 
tiotis  and  trasts  iii  tnodcrn  tiiiicfl,  tlie  iiiooine  of  SDch  chnrita- 
ble  institntions  as  are  snpported  by  tlie  itidirtdnal  gifte  of  the 
benevolent  hus  beiiTi  seriously  afloctod.'' 

Frmikliti  [trickud  the  bubble  of  tliu  lottci-y  by  showing  timt 
to  hii3'  all  tho  tickets  and  win  hU  the  pHzcs  wu  to  be  most 
»iirci_c  tliu  loser.  Qnr  niigcent  coiiiriioti^frense  l>cgins  to  see 
lliut  tlie_i!iaiijr  mnat  nlwnj'gjo^  where  all  sjtciid  (hcir_Jiyee 
llrj'irig  t<t  {^t  itiora  than  tliov  givCymid  that  ft|lJiwo_whcii  any 
llosc.  The  wclfiirc  of  all  is  more  than  tho  wclfAro  of  the 
Tiaity,  the  few,  or  the  one.  If  iLic  few  or  the  one  are  not  fine 
Enough  to  iiccppt  thh  trutli  from  sentiment  or  coneeicncc, 
ihoy  can  find  other  I'cii&oiis  as  convincing,  tiioiigh  not  as 
amiiiblt*.  Kioin  the  old  regime  of  France,  the  elave-holders 
of  the  SoQlh,  tlie  death -rate  of  tvraiits,  the  fcnr  of  their 
brothers  which  the  rich  and  the  grcnt  of  to-day  nre  prin^ 
itig  ou  their  faces,  in  fiigitivo-sUve  treaties  with  Knesia, 
find  in  the  frownin<;  AKcnals  and  Brmorics  buildinj;  in  our 
citivs  for'Mnw  and  ord«r,"  they  can  loarn  liow  to  epell  self- 
interest. 

If  nil    will  McrifipB  IhemBclvea,  none  need   Iw  McriSced. 

Hnt  if  one  tnny  eacri5cc  another,  nil  arc  sacrificed.     That  is 

the  difference  between  self- interest  and  otiicr-stilf  intercel. 

In  indnelry(we  have  boon  snbstitiiting  all  tlie  mean  pssaion* 

/that  eatt  fret  iimn   »gnin.>;t  nmn  in   place    of  llic  irrej;iiitible 

[  power  of  brotherhood.     To  tell  ns  of  the  proj^emiva  sway  of 

brotherhood  in  nil  luiinan  nfTairx  ts  the  M»te  iiies»ago  of  liis- 

tury.  '  "  I^vc  liiy  neighbor  us  thvsclf  "  is  tint  the  phrase  of  a 

ritnul  of  sentiment  for  the  unapplied  emntion  of  pious  Iionrn; 

it  is  tlio  exact   fonniila  of  tlie  force  to-day  operating  the 

grcntcet  i^ECitntions  man  has  e&tablUhod.     It  is  ne  eociitar  as 

.sacivd.    Oniy  by  each  neighbor  giving  the  other  every  right 

(of  free  tlionglit,  five  movement,  freo  reprcsentalion  wliioh  lie 

demands  for  himself;  only  by  calling  every  neighbor  a  friend, 
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auil  lilerall^'  lay'mj;  down  liis  llfo  for  his  Mend  a^iiifit  foreign 
iavuiou  ordoincatic  tumult;  only  by  tlio  cqiulization  wliicli 
gives  tho  vote  to  hII  iirul  dciik'S  kingsliip  to  all,  liowov«r 
stltingof  "titleKl'*^oiily  time  is  iiijiri  estabiisliingtliotronimu- 
tiity,  tltc  rcpiibHc,  w[i!i;Ii,  nr!t1i  all  its  fiiiliiij;^  is  tlic  lii'ghcet 
because  tlic  rc»ie&t  Application  of  tlie  »>]>!  rit  of  liunian  brother- 
IioolIw  WoiKlcrfnl  arc  the  dividends  of  tliis  inveetineiit.  Vou 
jiru  but  one,  and  caii  ^ive  only  ywurseif  to  Anioncii.  You  givu 
freo  epcecli,  and  65,OOI.>,OtiO  of  yuiir-  countrymoii  will  gnard 
the  frpedoiri  «f  your  lliw.  Yuur  Biii^lu  offyr  of  your  Hfjht 
nrin  puts  fi5,000,000  of  tihclturtng  arms  aliotil  yoii.  Dues 
"btisint>Kft"  piiy  tiiifh  pmOii;?  WviiUb  will  reiiiaiii  n  svc-rvt 
II ngticswd  by  biisiiK-ss  until  it  has  i'ciucor|>onitcd  lt«clf  niidvr 
the  liiw  which  reckons  as  the  proin;rty  of  each  quo  tbe  tutitl 
of  »11  the  pttwecfiBJonsjif  aTlhis  ntiglibiire. 

Society  could  not  live  a  day,  tiie  Diebop  of  IVtcrborougli 
Said,  if  it  put  the  principles  of  Chriet  into  practice.  Th«r«  is 
no  rnr^r  ^Ht  tiian  that  of  eyes  to  euu  what  we  see.  Society  is 
society,  und  lives  its.  diiy  (iolL'ly  by  viriuu  of  haviD<;  put  inio 
actiuil  rouline  and  iiinttePof-r»ct  upplicalion  lite  princi|>Ius  of 
Cbi'i»t  iinit  other  hringors  of  llie  eaine  iiiessugL'.  Ini|x:rfuct 
nnd  faulty  thon^'h  tho  execution,  it  ts  these  principles  which 
aru  the  fniiiily,  tlio  tribe,  tlio  sect,  tho  club,  the  ituitiial-beno- 
tit  society,  the  State,  with  their  mutual  service*,  forbearatiee, 
and  guunintooe.  rrhg  prjneiplea  of  Christ  »TO_tligjaPW  "^'^ 
paat'iH-^)  of  aoctety  J  Tlify  sire  not  tbe  ideal  of  which  \ro  dream  ; 
tliey  are  thcapplied  nieana  wtcli  whicli  we  arc  woikingoul  uilr 
real  life  in  '*  the  liyht  of  comniun  day."  They  have  not  been 
80  iiiiich  ruveiiled  to  us  by  onr  inspired  onoa  as  beat  Been  and 
Wst  aaid  by  them.  Insumneo  fur  fire,  accident,  bickncM,  oldj 
flffo,  deuth— the  ills  that  flesb  is  heir  ta—h^s  the  saidc 
^  operntion  for  ita  innermost  forcw.  Limited  now  by  tho  in- 
tervention of  the  aclfltilinesii  of  prolft-soeking.  It  tic«dB  only  to 
its  fraed  from  tbi«,  nnd  added,  an  in  New  Zcid:iiid,  to  the 
growing  liHt  of  the  mtitnulitiea  of  the  general  welfare  ope^ 
ated  by  the  State  to  be  seen  as  what  it  Ik  The  p>ldeti  riilo  is 
the  original  of  every  political  oonetitution,  written  and  iin- 
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written,  and  all  our  reforms  are  but  the  pains  witli  wliicli  we 
strive  to  improve  the  copy. 

In  the  worst  governments  and  Bocietica  that  have  existed 
one  good  can  be  seen — so  good  tliat  tlio  horrors  of  tliem  fiill 
back  into  secondary  places  as  extrinsic,  accidental.  That 
good  is  tlie  ability  of  men  to  lead  the  life  together.)  Tiio 
more  perfect  monopoly  makes  itself  tlio  more  does  it  bring 
into  strong  lights  the  greatest  fact  of  our  industry,  of  fnr 
more  permanent  value  than  the  greed  whicli  has  for  the  mo- 
ment made  itself  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes.  It  makes  this  fair 
world  more  fair  to  consider  the  loyalties,  intelligences,  do- 
cilities of  tlio  mnltitndes  who  are  guarding,  developing,  op- 
erating with  the  faithfulness  of  brothers  and  the  keen  inter- 
est of  ownere  properties  and  industries  in  whicli  brotherhood 
is  not  known  and  their  title  is  not  more  than  a  tenancy  at 
will.  One  of  the  largest  stones  in  the  arch  of  "consolida- 
tion," perliaps  tiie  key-stone,  is  that  men  have  become  so  in- 
telligent, so  responsive  and  responsible,  so  co-operative  tliat 
they  can  ho  intrusted  in  great  masses  with  the  care  of  vast 
properties  owned  entirely  by  others  and  witii  the  operation 
of  complicated  processes,  although  but  a  slender  cost  of  sub- 
sistence is  awarded  them  out  of  fabulous  pi-ofits.  The  spec- 
tacle of  the  million  and  more  employes  of  the  railroads  of 
this  country  despatching  trains,  maintaining  tracks,  collecting 
fares  and  freights,  and  turning  over  hundreds  of  millions  of 
net  profits  to  the  owners,  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  whom 
wonld  know  how  to  do  the  simplest  of  these  things  for  him- 
self, is  possible  only  where  civilization  has  reached  a  high 
average  of  morals  and  culture.  More  and  more  the  mills  and 
mines  and  stores,  and  even  the  farms  and  forests,  are  being 
administered  by  others  than  the  owners.  The  virtue  of  the 
people  is  faking  the  place  Poor  Richard  thought  only  the 
eye  of  the  owner  could  fill.  If  mankind,  driven  by  their 
feare  and  the  greed  of  others,  can  do  so  well,  what  will  be 
their  productivity  and  cheer  when  the  "  interest  of  all "  sings 
them  to  their  work? 

This  new  morality  and  new  spring  of  weattli  have  been 
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eeixeii  liret  hy  tlic  appropriating  ones  among  neA  Bnt,  as  lias 
been  in  government,  tiieir  iiilerventlor)  of  greed  ia  but  a  piUfr- 
ing  phase.  J^I&nkind  belongs  to  itself,  not  to  kings  or  mu- 
nopoltl;tt^a■ld  will  giiperaodo  tlie'une»usiii-(>lyas  tlieotlier  with 
tlic  instilnlions  of  Umiiocrucj.  Yes,  Cdllioli-*a,  6»h1  Sociittw, 
itiQ  grL>:it<sC  :irG  usiikIIjf'  tlte  bad,  fur  tliejr  liave  llic  {Kivcr. 
If  poAVur  could  cuiitiniio  paturiial  and  bcriigti,  iiiunkitid  wouM 
not  bu  rising  throngli  ono  otnaiicipntiun  iiftur  another  into  n 
progre»)ivu  comiiHiiiiun  of  equal itii.i).  The  individual  and 
society  will  alrt'ays  b*i  wrcelUng  M'ith  each  other  In  a  conn>D- 
sitioii  of  forces.  But  to  just  tho  extent  to  whicli  civilization 
provuils,  eocicty  H'ill  be  liL-ld  na  inviolable  ne  the  indiviUaal; 
not  subordinate — indeed  inaudible — as  now  in  the  conntiiig. 
room  and  corporation-oGice.  We  have  oyerworked  the  wilf* 
intereat  of  the  iiidividnal.  The  line  of  conflict  between  liiJi- 
x'idual  and  social  is  a  progreaeive  one  of  the  discoverj-  of  point 
after  pmnt  in  vhicb   the  tvro  arc  identical.    Society  ihos 

Ipas3C9  from  conflict  to  Imrmonjr,  and  on  to  another  conflict, 
('ivilizutiou  is  the  uncoaKing  aocrction  of  thene  social  aoln- 
tions.  \Vc  tigiit  out  to  nu  etjiiilibriain,  ne  in  the  abolition  of 
human  sinrery:  tlien  upon  litis  new  level  thus  bnilt  np  wa 
enter  upon  the  etnigfjle  for  a  new  eqnilibrinni,  as  now  in  tlio 
labor  niovcniont.  Tho  man  for  hiineclf  destroys  himfwlf  and 
ftll  nicu  ;  only  society  can  foster  him  and  them. 
.  Tho  jtroatMt  happinese  of  tlie  greatgst  nntubcr  is  only  tho 
r/_doctrino  of  solf-inlcrwt  writ  large  and  made  more  danj^eroug^ 
by  mnltitude.  It  ia  the  self-internet  of  tliB  majority^^and  tliig 
has  written  some  of  tlie  tinlovelieiit  chapters  of  hiHtorr.  Tlicro 
have  never  l)oen  slaves  more  niiscrnbte  than  those  of  Sparta. 
wheiM  the  Statu  was  llie  owner.  Ameriian  doniocracy  pre- 
pares to  repeat  these  dishx-sses  of  the  selHehnces  of  tho  many, 
and  givc4  notice  to  its  milwAy  employes  of  a  new  divine  right 
— "the  convenience  of  tiio  pabUc" — to  which  they  most  fore- 
go every  right  of  manhood.  'No  bettor  definitinii  of  slave 
.  conid  Iw  fuund  than  one  H'bo  must  work  at  tlia  convenience 
of  another.  This  is  tlie  position  into  which  recent  legal  de- 
cisions and  acts  of  tlio  Federal  cxecatire  force  railwav  tncn. 
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n]i  jin  tlie  name  of  Intci-eUtc  Commerce,  1>i)t  tlictr 
logic  can  be  as  casitj  applicl  b;  State  jndjfes  to  SUto  com- 
merce, xni)  nil  workiog-tiieii  are  msiriifeacl}'  as  nccessnry,  ciicli 
ill  hie  function,  to  tlie  convenience!  of  tlie  ])iililtc  ns  the  men 
of  tlic  mi!.  The  greatest  Imppines*  of  all  iiinat  lie  ilie  fnr- 
tnula.  When  larncnnuis  said,  "I  love  my  faniiljr  more  llinn 
^ .ray eel f,  nij  village  more  than  mj  familr,  inj  ooniitrjf  more 
tlifin  my  Tillit;;e,  and  mankind  iiiuro  than  uiy  connlrj,"  he 
showed  liiiiiMiIf  not  oniv  a  good  lover,  but  tlio  onlj  good 
Anthnmtieiiin. 

Cliildreii  yet,  wc  ron  everything  wc  do-  -  love  or  war,  work 
or  leisnre,  religion  or  iilwrt^v — to  excess.  Kvwy  |wisaibility  of 
body  iind  mind  niiiGt  ha  played  upuu  till  it  is  torn  to  piece?, 
as  toys  by  cliildrcn.  PricBtK,  voluptuaries  tyrants,  );ni^ht£,4P 
necetic* — in  the  long  procession  of  fanatic?  a  nc\v-ci>incr  takes 
hie  place;  lie  is  called  ''the  model  mei-chunt" — tho  crm-lcfit 
faiialic  in  history,  lie  is  the  pmdiict  of  a^es  given  to  pro- 
gressive devotion  to  '■  trading."  Ho  is  the  liigh-pnest  of  tho 
latest  idolatry,  the  eelf-worship  of  self-iiitere^t.  Wliirliiig- 
dervieb  of  the  market,  self,  fi-icnds,  and  family,  tx^ly  and 
fioni,  loves,  hopes,  and  fuith,  all  are  sacrificed  to  seciTig  Uow 
many  **  turns*'  lie  can  make  before  he  droiw  dead.  Trade  bo- 
gnn,  Sir  Uenry  Sniiinoi-  Maine  tulle  ns,  nut  wilhiii  the  family 
or  coininuniiy,  htit  withunt.  lu  tii-fit  appearances  are  on  the 
neutral  borderland  between  hmlile  tribes.  Tlioru,  in  times  of 
pcaccj  tlicy  iiieut  to  tniJe,  lum  tliiiik  it  no  sin  that  "  ihu  bnyur 
mu6l  bcwan.',"  since  the  buyer  is  an  euciny.  Trade  itiis  spn-ad 
tlicitco,  carrying  with  itM.^lf  into  family  and  State  tho  poison 
of  enmity.  From  the  fatlicHirH^d  of  the  old  patriaiviial  life, 
n'hcre  father  »nd  brother  sold  each  other  nothing,  the  world 
lias  cliafTered  along  to  the  anarchy  of  a  *'  free  '*  trade  which 
i^ells  everything.  One  thing  after  another  has  passed  out 
from  under  the  nJgiine  of  brotherhood  and  passed  iti  nnder 
that  of  bargainbood.  The  ground  vcq  move  ot),  the  bodies 
we  work  with,  and  the  necessaries  we  live  by  are  all  being 
"  exchanged,'-  by  "rnlod  fetcbed  with  cupidity  from  heartlefw 
sehools,''  '"to  the  ownci'ship  of  tho  Jacobs  of  mankind.     ]ly 
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these  roles  tlie  ciiniutif:;  are  the  ^ooJ,  and  the  w«ak  and  tlic 
tender  tlio  bad,  and  the  good  are  to  Lave  all  the  goods-  and 
tlic  wcnk  are  lu  liavo  tiuUiiii^.  Tlieee  rulos  give  une  tlie 
power  to  Hii|t|)] y  ur  duiiy  work  to  thuiisands,  and  to  nse  the 
starvatiuri  tvrin«  of  the  nieii  he  diduniplojre  aa  the  itie:tfiuru  uf 
the  cost  of  sttbaiBtetico  of  nil  M-orkmeii.  This  iiiii»t  ho  near 
llie  end.  Tlic  vm-y  cliurclic»  liavu  hccoino  incKatitilizcd,  and 
art)  inarketa  in  which  "pmphets"  are  piiid  fancy  prices — "al- 
ways called  of  God,"  as  Mittoii  aaid, "  bnt  always  to  n  greater 
r'  ncfioe" — and  worslnppcra  buy  and  «cll  knee-room. 
Ounccptipiis  of  duty  take  on  a  cniTeapoiidiiigly  iinnntnml 

xiiplexion.  The  iniiin  exhortations  the  world  giveshegintiers 
how  to  "get  on" — tlio  getting;  on  so  ardently  inculcated 
being  to  ^1,  like  the  old-niaii-of-thvec-i,  on  fioniebody'e  back. 
**If  war  fails  you  in  the  courttry  whore  you  are,  yon  must 
go  whdxj  tlicru  is  war,"  said  one  of  the  siiccoBsfnl  men  of  tlio 
fourteenth  century  tu  a  young  knight  u-lio  aekcd  him  for  the 
tfiws  of  Life.  "  I  shall  bo  perfectly  gati^tied  with  you,"  I 
hcAi-d  one  of  the  ;;p-cat  business  geninscs  of  America  aay  to  liit 
aon,  "if  yon  will  unty  alwaya  go  to  bed  at  night  worth  mnre 
than  when  yon  got  up  in  the  niuming."  The  eyetcm  groww, 
as  all  eystenK  do,  more  complicated,  and  gcle  further  away 
from  its  first  ptirjjoecs  of  barter  of  real  things  and  eorricos. 
It  goes  morejindor  tlio  liands  of  inen  of.gpt  ■ii-Ili-^iuH'ss  wlm 
puali  it  fnrther  away  from  geiiejTij^  coni|tT.  i     : 

Bnera1_gOod.  TartfTs,  cnrrcncics,  finances,  fi-eij.'iit-ntlc  bliL-etdi, 
tbc  1aw8,  become  instrninents  uf  privilrge,  and  jnst  in  propor- 
tion become  piiwles  no  people  can  decipher.  "  I  have  a  riglik 
to  bny  my  lal)or  whore  I  can  btiy  it  clicapeet" — beginning  a« 
a  protest  ngainst  the  aclli^i  exelngtons  of  antiqnatod  Inidc- 
giiilde  ontgrown  by  the  now  thnee — has  at  last  come  to  moflti, 
"  t  have  »  right  to  do  anything  tn  elieapon  the  Iiilmr  I  want 
to  bny,  even  to  destroying  the  family  life  of  the  |>cople." 

When  steaming  kcltlcs  grew  into  beasts  of  burden  and  pat>> 
lie  highways  dwindled  into  private  pro|>crty  adniiniptercd 
by  privato  motives  for  private  cnde,  all  prcvions  tendencies 
were  intensified  into  a  sudden  whirl  redistributing  wealth  and 
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]nbon;;'  It  appears  to  liava  been  tlie  destiny  of  the  railroad  to 
]>egiri  HTii]  of  oil  to  lubricate  to  ita  Siiisli  the  last  Rlage  of  this 
ciTizy  coniiiieroiatism.  ■  Basinoss  colors  the  iiKulerii  world  as 
tt-:ir  rcdJencil  tlic  ancient  worldJ  Out  of  (nicli  delirium  nion- 
Htcrs  arc  bred,  and  tlicir  excesses  dcstroj;'  the  iiyetcra  that 
brought  thcin  forth.  Tlicre  la  a  strong  eii^gcetion  of  moral 
insanity  in  the  ii?irclie%'t-il  Minencss  of  mnnd  nnj  nnrarying 
repetition  of  oito  act  in  the  life  of  the  model  mcrcrlinitt.  Sane 
iikindd  l>y  an  irreeistilile  law  alternjite  one  tension  with  an- 
other. Only  a  Iniiatic  is  «lwaj8  smiling  or  alw.iys  weeping 
or  alvnys  clamoring  for  dividends.  Ems  show  their  last 
LOUgcs  by  producing  men  who  snm  np  individnatly  the  morbid 
.flharnclcristicB  of  the  nia^.  Wlieti  tlie  crisis  Ci.tiics  in  wl)icli 
the  gathering  tendencies  of  generations  shoot  forward  in  the 
avnianchc,  there  is  bom  some  group  of  men  perfect  for  their 
function — good  bo  it  or  had.  They  need  to  take  lime  for  no 
second  thought,  and  will  not  delay  the  nnhalting  repuratluns 
of  natiiro  hy  so  iniicli  as  the  lime  given  to  one  tear  over  tiie 
batlle-ticid  or  tike  bargain.  Willi  their  birth  tlu-ir  mission  is 
given  them,  whether  it  bo  the  inieeion  of  Lucifer  or  Gabriel. 
TJiie  mission  becomes  their  conscience.  The  righteons  indig- 
nation tlint  other  men  feel  ngaftist  sin  thceo  mm  feel  ngainst 
that  which  witlistands  theta.  Sincere  as  rattlesnakos,  they 
are  Boldsh  wiili  the  itnconsci oneness  possible  to  only  the  en- 
tirely coinnionplncc,  without  the  cariosity  to  question  their 
tiinee  or  the  imagination  to  conceive  the  pain  they  inflict,  and 
their  every  idcnl  iseatiefied  by  the  convontionalilies  of  elinrch, 
parlor,  and  connting-room.  These  men  are  the  touchstones 
to  wither  the  cant  of  an  age. 

We  preach  "  Di»  as  yon  would  be  done  by  "  in  onr  churches, 
iind  ",A  fair  exchange  no  robbery''  in  our  counting-rooms, 
and  "All  citizens  are  equal  ascitiEcns"  in  courts  and  CongreM. 
Just  as  we  are  in  daitger  of  believing  that  to  say  these  things 
is  to  tlo  ihcin  and  be  them,  there  como  unto  us  tlicec  men. 
practical  as  granite  and  grivilation.  Taking  their  cue  not 
from  our  lips,  but  from  our  lires,  tlicy  bettor  the  inetraction, 
and,  pa?$ing  ceetiy  to  the  high  aeata  at  every  table,  prove  that 
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WO  arc  liars  and  Iiypocritcft.  Tbeir  only  secret  U  (liat  the}-  <!•>, 
b«tter  than  wo,  tlio  thinge  we  ai*©  all  trying  to  do,  but  of  which 
JQ  our  iDuriiinj*  ami  evL'riinff  [)rfly(<rs,  seen  of  all  men,  wo  aro 
coiitinualI_v  makiiiji  bclievo  to  pray;  Good  Lord,  deliver  uet 
When  the  huiir  itvilces  for  such  leaders,  thejr  come  and  pmss  as 
bjr  a  law  uf  tiatuit;  to  the  front.  All  follow  them.  It  is  tlieir 
fate  and  ours  that  they  must  work  out  to  tlio  end  the  dea- 
tiity  interwoven  of  tlicir  own  insatiate  atnlution  and  the  falae 
idcaU  of  "s  who  Imve  created  them  and  their  oppoitnnity. 

If  our  civiliziition  ig  destroyed,  ae  Macaiilay  prodiclcd,  it 
will  not  be  by  hia  barbarians  from  bolow.  Our  barbarJana 
come  from  above.  Onr  great  nioney-ninkora  have  sprung'  ia 
one  (jcncration  into  seats  of  power  klrif^  do  not  know.  Tho 
forces  and  the  wealth  are  now,  and  have  been  tlic  opportunity 
of  new  men.  Witliont  i-catraints  of  culture,  experience,  tlio 
pride,  or  even  the  inherited  catition  of  class  or  rank,  these 
men,  intoKicntcd,  think  they  are  tho  wave  instead  of  the  float, 
and  that  tliey  have  created  the  business  wliieli  )ias  created  them. 
To  thcni  science  is  but  a  ncvpr^^nding  repcrtoii-u  of  invoat- 
mcnta  stored  up  by  nature  for  the  8jrndtc«te«,  government 
but  a  fountain  of  frnnc)iisc3,  the  nations  bnt  ciistomcra  in 
squade,  and  a  millio[i  the  unit  of  a  new  urithmctio  of  wvaltk 
written  for  them.  They  claim  a  power  withont  control,  ex* 
orciwd  tliroii;*!!  forms  which  make  it  secret,  anonymotia,  and 
pei-petual.  The  puti&ihilitie^  of  ita  grntiticatiim  have  liecn 
widening  before  them  withont  interruption  »inee  they  began, 
and  even  at  a  tlioiifand  milUouB  thej'  will  feel  no  satiation 
and  will  ace  no  place  to  stop.  They  are  gluttons  of  Inxnry 
and  power,  roogh,  i^nsocinliKed,  believing  that  mankind  mnat 
be  kept  terrorized, '  Powers  of  pity  die  oiit  of  them,  because 
they  work  throngh  agents  and  die  iit  their  agents,  becatiM  . 
[what  they  do  ia  not  for  themselves. 

Of  gods,  frienda,  learnings,  uf  lliu  niiooinprelii>nr]L<d  civil. 
fzniton  the)'  overrun,  they  ask  but  one  ipiustioii:  How  lUHcli ) 
What  ia  a  good  timo  to  sclH  What  is  a  good  time  to  bayl 
The  Church  and  the  Capitol,  incarnating  the  sacrifices  and 
triumphs  of  a  procession  of  martyrs  and  patriole  tince  tho 
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<I;iu-ii  of  n-eedom,  are  good  enough  for  a  money- ctinngcr'4 
sliop  for  them,  aiid  a  market  and  slimiiblcs.  Tlicir  lic»ttien 
eyee  see  in  tlie  law  and  its  eon&ocpatod  officcrg  nodiiiij,'  l>iit 
nn  intelligence-office  *Bud  Tiii'ed  men  to  ti«l|i  llieni  bur^l:irize 
tlie  tronsiires  accnmolated  for  t)ioagRnd»  of  yeare  at  tlie  altare 
uf  liberty  and  justice,  that  tlicy  may  bum  tlicir  marblea  for 
lite  lime  of  commerce.  . 

By  tlieir  windfall ^  new  po^-er  they  baye  been  forced  into  f 

,  the  poeilion  of  pnhlio  enemiea.  Its  new  forma  mntcc  Hieni 
Kcem  not  to  bo  within  tha  jnrisdiction  of  the  social  restniint^; 
which  ninny  age«  of  snffuring  have  tnnght  us  to  bind  abimt 
the  old  powera  nf  nmn  over  man.  A  fury  of  rnle  or  ruin 
has  always  in  t!ic  hiHlory  of  haman  aiTairs  been  a  chamcteris- 
ticof  tho  "strong  men"  wlioee  fnte  it  is  to  be  in  at  the  death 
of  an  expiring  principle.  'The  Icadci-s  who,  two  hundred  ycurs 
Ago,  would  liftv*  been  crazy  with  conquest,  to-dny  jiro  crazy 
with  coni|)ctition.^  To  a  dying  era  eonio  man  is  always  born  tu 
enfranchise  il  by  revealing  it  to  iistflf.  Men  repay  such  bone- 
factors  by  tnrniiig  to  rend  tiiem.  llust  unhappy  is  the  fate  of 
him  whoec  dcatiny  it  is  t(j  lead  mankind  too  fur  in  its  own  path. 
Snch  is  tlie  fmiction  of  these  men,  snch  will  be  tlicir  lot,  as  that 
of  thwe  fur  whom  lliey  are  bnildiiig  np  these  wizard  wealth*. 
Poor  thinking  means  poor  doing.  In  casting  about  for  the 
cause  of  our  ind11slri.1l  eyiJs,  pnblic  opinion  has  snccMsively^ 

_fonod_it_  in  '■conipfltition,"  "combination,"  the  "corpora; 

Jionj!^l^CQ.n_8pti"anes,''''tnistfl.''  Tint  competition  haseiuicil  hi' 
combination,  and  otir  now  wcaltli  tiikcs  as  it  chnoKL-a  thu  form  1 
of  corpomtion  or  tnist,  or  corporation  again,  and  witli  every 
change  grows  greater  and  wi^rse.     Under  these  kaleidoeeopic 
miiskd  wu  begin  at  U^t  to  see  )>rogro&£ing  to  its  terminns  a 

^ct^dy  coneolidatioH).llie  end  of  \vliiuli_  is__ono^-inan  powei!tJ 
The  conspimoy  ends  In  one,  and  one  cannot  conspire  with 
himaetf.  When  this  eoIidi6cation  of  many  Into  one  has  been 
reaobodj  wo  eliall  be  nt  lust  face  to  face  willi  the  naked  trntli 
that  it  U  not  only  the  form  but  the  fact  of  arbitrary  ]>ower, 
of  control  without  conteot,  of  rule  without  representation 
that  coiietjnia  ns. 
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g  ^BugincM  motived  hy  the  *e1  f-interogt  of  tlie  injividnal 
f  into,  monopoly  at  every  point  it  toncliw  tlic  socJiil  IJFc^- 
'  monopoly,  transportation  inonopolv,  trade  riiotmpoly.  p'olj 
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monopoly,  transportation  inonopolv,  tmde  riiotrnpoly^  political 
monopoly  in  nil  its  forms,  from  contraction  of  the  ciirri'ticy  to 
corruption  in  office.  The  oocictj  in  which  in  half.  *  Itfetiino 
»  man  without  a  penny  can  become  n  hnndrotl  times  n  mtll- 
ioniiiro  in  as  over- ripe,  iiidnelHAll^,  as  wiot,  polilipally,  iho 
Rome  in  n'liicli  the  nirift  popiihir  liiilly  coiiM  lift  himself 
from  tlic  ranlcs  of  the  t(>gion  on  to  Ihc  tlmmo  oi  lliu  Cssars. 
Our  rising  iasiiu  is  with  hiisincss.     ^[oiuipHiv  is  bnsineaa  *t 

^Ijjo  end  of  its  journey.''  It  haa  got  there.  Tho  irreprcmiblo 
conflict  is  now  as  distinctly  with  bnsincsa  as  the  iijsne  so 
lately  met  wns  with  slavery.  Slavery  went  first  only  betnnso 
it  was  the  cruder  form  of  bnsinosa. 

Against  tho  principles,  and  the  men  onilxidying  them  nnd 
pnsliing  lliein  fo  extrernos— by  which  the  powura  of  govern- 
ment, fprun  by  »\\  for  all,  arc  ueod  as  fninchisca  for  personal 
agj^raiidizcmcnt;  by  which,  in  the  same  line,  tho  common 
toil  of  all  and  tlio  common  gifts  of  nature,  landg,  foreca, 
ininae,  wtw^  are  tgnie3~Fi^m  Borvrce  to  BclfiahncM,  and  an> 
jiudo  by  one  and  the  eame  stroke  to  fiivo  glntg  to  a  few  and 

jUjipovemhmen^  to  the  rnnny — we  nin»t  plan  our  cimpaign. 
The  yacht  of  the  mtllionniro  incorporates  a  million  days'  labor 
whicti  mij^ht  have  been  given  to  abolishing  the  slumSt  and 
every  day  it  rnns  the  Inbor  of  himdrcde  of  men  is  withdmvu 
from  the  production  of  helpful  thinjo^  for  huniauitr,  and 
each  of  us  is  e<]nall3'  gnilty  who  directs  to  his  own  plnunre 
llic  labor  he  iihonld  turn  to  the  wants  of  othera.  Our  fanatic 
of  wealth  revcnes  llio  rule  that  serving  mnnttinil  is  the  eod 
and  wealth  an  incident,  and  has  made  wealth  the  end  and  tlie 
aervicoan  accident,  until  he  can  finnlly  jnetify  crime  itself  if 
it  is  a  means  to  the  end — wealth — which  has  como  to  bo  tlio 
tnpreme  good  ;  and  wo  follow  him. 

It  is  an  adjndicatcd  fact  of  the  bneincss  and  social  life  of 
America  that  to  rectiivc  the  profits  of  crime  and  cherish  the 
agents  who  commit  it  does  not  disqnalify  for  fellowship  in 
tlie  mout  "solid"  circlcs---finiinci:i1,  commercial,  ruli^onSjOi 
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1I.    It  illuetratcs  wliat  RnakiD  calls  titc  "morbid"  cliar- 
^ttiw  of  modern  business  that  the  history  of  ite  most  bnlliant 
iepieodce  inuet  lie  attidit'd  iti  the  ve^titmlcs  of  tlic  pcoitentiarj. 
Tile  riches  of  tlie  com l>iiint ions  nrc  tlic  winnings  of  it  polic}' 
which,  wo  bnvc  e«6n,  h»s  certain  constant  fcstiirca     Property 
to  the  extent  of  nnconn(c<l  millions  lia&  been  changed  from 
tlie  posMftsion  of  the  muuy  who  oivtied  it  to  the  few  who 
hold  it: 
1.  '^Vithout  the  knowledge  of  the  real  owners. 
S.  "NVithont  tlieir  conBcnt. 

3.  With  no  eoinpetiBHtioii  to  tliem  for  the  vntiio  taken. 

4.  By  ffllseiiood,  often  iindei'  o&th. 
9.  In  viohition  of  the  law. 
Our  civilization  ia  huildot-l  011  competition,  and  competj 

lioa  evolves  itealf  crime — to  eo  acntc  nn  infatuation  has 
Jntiacy  of  sclf-intorcst  carried  our  doniinant  oiiiuion.  W 
luiriicd  far  berortd  the  [loint  of  not  lieteninj;;  to  tlie  now  con> 
ecioitce  which,  pionounnp;  in  moral  csploration,  declares  that 
conduct  we  think  right  l>ecan8e  called  "  trade"  'm  really  lyinjj, 
stealing,  iniirder.  '•  The  definite  result,"  Iluskin  preaeheii,  "of 
all  our  modern  haste  to  be  rich  is  asanredly  and  constantly  ibo 
murder  of  a  certain  niiiuber  of  persona  by  onr  handa  every 
year.*'  To  bo  unawakcned  by  this  new  voice  ia  bad  enough, 
but  we  «hnt  our  c»rs  even  against  the  old  conscience. 

We  cannot  deal  with  this  nnle»s  wc  cleanse  onr  licarLs  of  all 
difordenng  rage.  "The  rarer  action  is  in  virtue  rather  than 
in  vengeance."  Our  tynints  are  onr  ideals  incamalinj;  iliem- 
selves  in  men  boni  to  command.  \Vh.T.t  these  men  are  wo 
have  made  tlicm.  Ail  gnvcrnmcnta  are  representative  gov- 
ernments; none  of  tlicm  more  eo  than  our  govemnieut  of 
indnelry.  We  go  lirtpdcsaly  astray  if  wo  seek  the  solution  of 
onr  prohlcins  in  the  heliof  that  onr  bnsinc^g  rulers  are  worse 
men  in  kind  than  oiirselveg.  Worse  in  degree;  yoe.  It  is  a 
nee  to  the  bad,  and  the  winners  are  the  worM.  A  aystera  in 
whii-li  the  prizes  go  to  meanness  invariably  niarchea  with  the 
ineancfit  men  at  the  head.  Bnt  if  any  could  he  meaner  than 
the  meanest  it  would  be  they  who  run  and  fail  and  mil. 
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Ever/  idoa  finds  iu  especially  sosceptible  sonls.  Ttteso 
men  xre  our  tno»t  stiaccpttble  souls  to  tbe  idea  of  indiridaalj 
SL'If-iiitcrc8t.  Tliej  imvc  believed  iinplicitljr'  wliat  wc  liavel 
(Aii^lit,  and  IiA%'u  bviiii  tlie  iiKxitt  fuitliful  in  trvirig  to  uiuko  tlte ' 
tnlutit  given  tbum  ^rov:  into  ten  talcDte.  Tlicjr  riee  superior 
i<*  oor  lialf-licnrted  socinl  corrections:  pnblicitv,  private  coin- 
]H!lition,  all  dcrievs  of  mnrket-oppoeitioii,  private  litigation, 
public  investigation,  legislation,  and  criminal  prowcntion — all. 
Tiieir  power  i»  greater  to^ay  tliaii  it  was  yeetei-day,  and  will 
be  greater  to-morrow.  The  public  does  not  witldtold  it» 
favor>  but  deals  with  kliom,  protects  them,  refiisee  to  treat 
tlieir  crimes  as  it  treats  tlioeo  of  tbo  poor,  and  admits  tticm  to 
tliu  higbi>»i  places.  Tliu  predomirtftiic  mood  i»  tlie  more  or 
Ie68  coueealed  regret  of  tlie  citizens  tliat  tliey  have  nut  been 
able  to  conL-eivti  and  exeuuto  tlie  same  \\\vVy  stroke  <ir  somo 
'utiier  us  pn)lit:il>Ie.  Tim  conclusion  '»  irresistible  llint  men 
so  given  lliB  lead  are  tlio  representatives  of  tlio  real  "spirit 


of  the  aire,"  and  that  the  protestant«  against  tlicm  are  not 
representative  of  oar  tiinca— arc  at  the  best  bat  iutiamtors  of 
times  which  may  be. 

Two  gociat  energies  have  been  in  oondict,  and  the  energy  of 
refunn  hag  6u  fur  proved  the  weaker,  '^o  have  eharterod 
the  6elf-iiiterest  of  the  individual  as  the  rightful  sovereign  of 
conduct;  we  hare  tangiit  tliat  the  scramble  for  profit  is  tbe 
beat  ntetliod  of  adininieterini;  the  riches  of  enrtli  and  the  ex- 
change of  serricee.  Only  tboee  can  attack  this  sjrstcrn  who 
attack  it«  central  principle,  that  etrcnf^th  gives  tltc  strong  in 
the  market  the  riglit  lo  destroy  liis  ucij^hbor.  Only  as  wc 
have  denied  that  riglit  to  the  strong  elsewliero  have  wo  made 
unrselrea  as  civiliited  %s  we  are.  And  wo  cannot  make  a 
change  as  long  as  our  songs,  customs,  catchwords,  and  jwblio 
opinions  tell  all  to  do  tlie  same  thing  if  they  can.  fSociolj, 
in  each  pereon  of  its  moltitudes,  mnat  recognize  that  ttm  aame 
principles  of  the  ititcrc&t  of  all  being  the  rule  of  alt,  of  th« 
strong  serving  the  weak,  of  tlic  first  being  the  last— "I  am 
among  yon  as  one  that  serve***  —  wliich  bavo  given  ii»  the 
home  where  the  weakest  is  tlic  one  surest  of  his  rights  and  of 
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tlie  fullest  service  of  the  strongest,  and  have  given  qb  tbe  re- 
public in  which  all  join  their  labor  that  the  poorest  maj  be 
fed,  the  weakest  defended,  and  all  educated  and  prospered, 
must  be  applied  where  men  associate  in  common  toil  as 
wherever  they  associate.  Not  until  then  can  the  forces  be 
reversed  which  generate  those  obnoxious  persons — our  fittest. 
Our  system,  so  fair  in  its  theory  and  so  fertile  in  its  happi- 
iieBfl  and  prosperity  in  its  first  century,  is  now,  following  the 
fate  of  systems,  becoming  artificial,  technical,  corrupt ;  and,  as 
always  happens  in  Iiuman  institutions,  after  noon,  power  is 
stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few.  Believing  wealth  to  be 
good,  the  people  believed  the  wealthy  to  be  good.  But,  again 
in  history,  power  has  intoxicated  and  hardened  its  possessors, 
and  Fliaraohs  are  bred  in  counting-rooms  as  they  were  in  pal- 
aces. Their  furniture  must  be  banished  to  the  world-garret, 
where  lie  the  out-worn  trappings  of  the  guilds  and  slavery  and 
other  old  lamber  of  human  institutions. 
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We  have  given  tlie  prize  of  power  to  tbe  strong,  tlie  can 
ning,  the  uritlnnetical,  and  wo  ra-aei  expect  nottiing  else  but 
lliat  tlie>'  will  uac  it  ciiiining)^'  and  arithmetically.     Fur  wliat 
elfie  can    tliey  suppose  we  y;ave  it  to  tbem  ?     If  the  power 
really  Sows  from  tliu  people,  nod  elioold  be  o&ed  for  tbciu;  if 
its  best  niiniiiiistrntiuti  CLin  be  got,  as  in  goveriinieiit,  onlj  by 
the  participation  in  it  of  men  uf  all  viewB  and  interests;  if  hi 
the  collisiun  of  all  the«c,  as  in  democracy,  tliu  better  policy  U 
progressively  pruponderaiit;    if  this  is  ii  policy  which,  with 
whatever  defects,  is  better  than  tJiat  v-liic)i  ean  bo  evolved  by 
narrovror  or  more  scltish  or  Ices  niiiltitiidiiious  innuonces  of 
persons  or  classes,  then  this  power  eliould  be  taken  up  by  the 
people.     "The  mere  conflict  of  pi'ivnte  interests  will  never 
produce  a  well-ordered  eommouwoalth  of  labor,"  says  lUu  au- 
thor of  the  article  on  political  eooooray  in  the  Eneydopadia 
Jiriiannica.    Tlie  fnihii'c  of  tnonsrchy  and  feuiluli^ni  ami  the 
vigibly  impending;  failure  of  our  business  evstein  all  reveal  n 
law  of  nature.    The  hnrniony  of  tilings  insists  that  that  which 
is  tlie  source  of  power,  wealth,  and  dcli;;ht  shall  also  be  the 
ruler  uf  it.     That  which  is  mast  also  sevm.     It  is  the  people 
from  whom  come  the  forces  wit]i  which  kings  and  niilliuii- 
Airoa  ride  the  world,  and  until  the  people  take  their  proper 
place  in  the  scat  uf  suvcreignly,  theao  pseudu  owocrd— mor^^ 
claimants  and  neiirpcn^— will,  by  the  very  falttity  and  iui^Qi^^H 
of  their  position,  be  pushed  into  deceit,  tyranny,  aad  cruelty,     ' 
cndinj;  in  downfall. 

Thousands  of  yoars*  exporicnoe  has  proved  that  govcrn- 
uieiit  mast  begin  where  it  euds  — with  tlie  people;  that  tho 
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general  welfare  demands  tlist  tliey  vi\\o  oxcrciso  the  powers 
and  tliej  upon  nhoni  tlie&o  Are  exercised  must  be  the  same, 
Rnd  tliat  Iiiglicr  political  ideals  can  be  roaiizcd  onlj  thron<|U 
liiglicr  ^xtlitienl  forms.  MyriA,ds  of  expcriincnts  to  get  the 
BiihstJinco  of  liberty  out  of  the  forms  of  tyranny,  to  believe  in 
princes,  to  trust  good  men  to  do  good  as  kings,  hai'o  taught i 
the  inexorable  Inith  that,  in  the  economy  of  nattire,  form  and  I 
enbetan^c  mnst  move  together,  and  arc  as  incxiricalily  inter-  I 
dependent  Jis  arc,  wltliin  nnr  experience,  w]i:it  wc  call  matter 
and  spirit.  Identical  is  the  lesson  woare  learning  with  regard 
to  industrial  power  and  property.  We  are  calling  upon  their 
owners,  as  mankind  called  npon  kings  in  their  day,  to  he  good 
and  kind,  wise  and  eweet,  and  we  are  calling  in  vain.  Wo  nre 
asking  them  not  to  be  what  we  have  n)nde  them  lo  be.  We 
pnl  power  into  their  bunds  and  a^k  them  not  to  use  it  sk 
power.  If  this  power  is  a  tniet  for  the  people,  the  people 
bctfAyed  it  when  they  made  private  estates  out  of  it  for  indi- 
vidnaU.  If  the  spirit  of  power  is  to  change,  institntions  must 
elmnge  as  mncli.  Liberty  recast  tho  old  forms  of  government 
into  the  Ropnblic,  and  it  must  remould  our  institations  of 
wealth  into  the  Commonwealth. 
(The  question  is  not  whether  monopoly  is  to  eootinoo.J  T!i«  , 
8on  aeta-every  night  on  agreater  majority  agninsl  it.  We  arc 
face  to  face  with  the  practical  i&ene:  Ip  it  to  go  through  niin 
or  reform?  Can  wc  forestall  rain  by  reform  i  If  wc  wait  to 
be  forced  by  events  we  fliall  bo  nstonnded  to  find  how  nmch 
more  radical  thoy  are  than  onr  ntopins.  Louis  XVI.  waited 
until  1793,  and  gave  his  hcsd  and  all  bis  investitures  to  tlio 
people  who  in  17Sd  asked  only  to  sit  at  his  feet  and  spenk 
tlioir  mind.  Unlcffi  we 'reform  of  onr  own  free  will,  natnrc 
will  reform  ns  by  force,  as  natore  does.)  Onr  evil  conrees  have 
nlrcudy  gone  too  far  m  proUocIng  misery,  plagues,  hatreds, 
national  enoiwntion.  Already  the  loader  is  nnablo  to  lead, 
and  hae  began  to  drive  with  judges  armed  with  bayonets  and 
Galling  gnns.  History  is  the  serial  obituary  of  the  men  who 
thonght  they  conld  drive  uien.i 
lieform  Is  the  science  and  conscicace  with  which  mankiud 
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in  iu  mnnliood  ovcreomcs  toniptatioos  and  08aipei  oonae- 
qaeiic««  by  killing  tlic  goniis.  BuiQ  h  already  bard  at  work 
among  lis.  Oar  libraries  ai'c  full  of  tlio  official  inquiries  and 
ficientilic  intcrpretntioiis  which  show  huvr  our  aiafiter-niotivu 
J8  working  deoijr  in  all  our  parts.  Tiie  family  crnniUos  into 
ft  competition  between  the  father  and  the  cliildrcn  wliom  be 
brwdd  ta  tiiko  bis  placti  in  tlio  fftclory,  to  unfit  themselves  to 
be  fniliersin  their  turn.  Athorongl),etnl\rnrt  rceinipliti cation, 
a  life  governed  by  simple  needs  nml  loveK,  is  the  iniperativo 
want  of  the  world.  It  will  be  accomplished  :  eitlier  »elf-con- 
6cions  volition  doca  it,  or  the  slow  wreck  and  decay  of  soper- 
iliioiis  and  nuwiiolcaomo  men  and  matters.  The  latter  is  tlie 
motliod  of  brntCB  and  brute  cirillzatious.  The  other  ia  the 
metliod  of  man,  eo  far  as  he  is  divine.  Has  not  man,  who 
has  in  personal  reform  ri£en  above  the  briile  method,  come 
to  the  lietglit  at  tvlilcli  be  can  acbieve  social  reform  in  masses 
and  by  nationti}  We  must  learn;  we  can  Icani  by  reason. 
Why  wait  for  the  cruder  teaclierl 

Wv  have  a  people  like  which  none  has  over  cxijitcd  bcfora. 
Wc  bavo  miilions  capablo  of  conecioue  co-operation.  (The 
time  must  come  i»  social  crolntion  when  tlio  people  can  or 
gnniiic  the  free-will  to  cliooso  Balvation  wiiicli  the  individual 
has  been  cnltivating  for  1900  years,  and  can  adopt  a  policy 
more  dignified  and  more  effective  than  leaving  thenieelvee  to 
be  kicked  along  the  pntli  of  reform  by  the  recoil  of  their  own 
vice«.  AVo  must  bring  the  size  of  onr  morality  up  to  the  size 
of  onr  cities,  corporations,  and  combinations,  or  these  will  bo 
bjrougbt  down  to  fit  our  half-grown  virtne. 
Qnduatry  and  monopoly  cannot  live  together.  Our  mod- 
em  pcrfuetioti  of  cxuliango  and  division  of  lalkir  eannot  last 
without  cqnal  perfection  of  morjtls  and  xymjKitby.  Every 
one  is  living  at  the  mercy  of  every  one  elao  in  a  way  entirely 
peculiar  to  onr  times.  Notliing  tanny  longer  made  by  a  man  ; 
parts  of  tilings  are  tiuidu  by  parts  of  men,  and  l>cCDino  wholee 
by  the  lack  of  a  good-hnmor  which  so  far  keeps  men  from  fly- 
ing asunder.  It  takes  a  whole  compnny  to  make  a  match.  A 
handred  tnen  will  easily  produce  a  liandred  million  uiaiehee, 
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but  not  one  of  them  coiilii  mnkc  one  inatcli.  Xo  farm  gets 
its  ploiigli  from  the  crocs-rondK  blacksmitli,  and  no  one  id  the 
chiiloci-Btecl  fuctorj  knowa  tlie  whole  of  ttie  pIoti<;li.  Tlie 
life  of  Uoeton  liani^e  on  a  proccefioi)  of  rccipi-o«itica  witich 
imtet  move,  as  stcadilj  and  svrcctly  u  the  roll  of  the  planets, 
between  ile  l>akcries,  tlio  Fatla  of  St.  Antliony,  mid  (lie  valli-y 
of  the  Red  Hlvcr.  Never  wae  there  a  KPcial  iiiachiuL-ry  t-o 
delicate.  Oittjron  terms  of  lore  and  justice  can  lueu  eiidoro 
contact  BO  close. 

TIic  break -down  of  all  other  civilizations  lias  been  a  slow 
decay.  It  took  tlio  Northerners  hundreds  of  years  to  niarcli 
to  the  Tiber,  Tlicy  grew  their  way  throngli  the  old  society 
as  tlio  tree  planting  it*«lf  on  a  grave  is  found  to  have  sent  its 
roots  along  every  fibre  and  mnscle  of  the  dead.  Our  woi-ld  is 
not  the  simple  thing  tlieii's  was,  of  little  groups  sulSeient  to 
thonisci v'cs,  if  need  he.  New  York  would  begin  tii  die  to- 
morrow if  it  were  not  for  lUinoia  and  Dakota.  We  cannot 
afford  a  revuUion  in  the  hearts  by  whose  uuioa  locomotives 
ran,  mills  grind,  factories  make.  Practical  men  arc  specu- 
lating to-day  on  the  poB»ibitity  that  our  cii'ilization  may  some 
afternoon  be  flashed  away  by  the  tick  of  a  telegraph.  All 
these  co-oiicrations  can  be  scattered  by  a  \vord  of  hate  too 
many,  and  we  left,  with  no  one  who  knows  how  to  make  a 
plongh  or  a  match,  a  civilization  cut  off  as  by  the  Roman 
cnrse  from  food  and  fire.  Lesft  Bcneitive  civilizations  than 
onrs  have  bni-st  apaj-t. 

I  I  Liberty  anil  monopoly  cannot  lire  together.)  What  chance 
liave  vra  against  tlie  persislcnt  coming  »tid  tlie  easy  coalcseencu 
of  the  confederated  cliques,  which  aspire  to  say  of  all  bnsines*, 
"This  belongs  to  us,"  and  whose  members,  though  moving 
among  ns  as  brothers,  arc  nsing  against  ns,  through  the  cor- 
porate forms  wo  havo  given  them,  jwwcrs  of  invisibility,  of 
entail  and  accumulation,  nnproccdcutcd  because  impci-soaal 
and  immortal,  and,  most  pccnliar  of  all,  power  to  act  as  per- 
sons, afi  in  (ho  commission  of  crimoe,  with  exemption  from 
punishment  as  persons  S  Two  classes  study  and  practise  puli. 
tics  and  government :  place  hunters  and  privily  hunters.    In 
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a  world  of  relaiivUies  lilio  ours  site  of  area  has  a  great  deal  to 
du  witli  the  tnitli  of  principles.  (Amcnca  Usb  grown  so  big — 
ami  the  tickets  to  be  roted,  and  tlic  powers  of  government, 
and  the  duties  of  citizens,  and  the  prutits  of  personal  use  of 
piildio  functions  have  all  groirn  so  big— that  the  average  citi- 
zen hae  broken  down>  Xo  man  can  half  undei*tand  or  lialf 
operktc  tlie  fulness  of  this  big  eitiwrwhip,  except  by  giving 
Ills  whole  time  to  it.  This  the  place  htintcr  can  do,  and  tbo 
privilege  hniitcr.  Government,  tliereforc— rnTiiiieipal,  Stat^ 
nalioiiiil — is  passing  into  the  hi^iids  of  thege  two  cla«6e$,  «pe- 
cinllzcd  for  tlic  fnnctlons  of  power  bjr  their  appetite  for  the 
frnits  of  power.  The  power  of  citizenship  is  relin^jnisliod  \>y 
those  wlio  do  not  an<]  cannot  linow  how  to  exercise  it  to  tboae 
who  can  and  do— hj  those  who  have  a  livelihood  to  matte  to 
thoHO  who  make  politics  their  livelihood. 

Tiieee  fipeeialists  of  the  wai-d  ehd>,  the  primnrj,  the  eam- 
puign,  the  election,  and  ofilcQ  unite,  hy  a  law  as  irresistible  as 
that  of  the  sexes,  with  those  who  want  all  tlie  goods  of  gov- 
ernment— charters,  contracts,  niliiigs,  permits.  From  this 
miirriago  it  is  easy  to  imngino  fbnt  among  some  other  people 
than  oarselves,  and  in  some  other  century  tlmn  this,  the  off. 
spring  might  be  the  most  formidable,  clasivo,  an  rest  mined, 
impersonal,  and  cruel  tyranny  the  world  has  yet  soon.  There 
might  come  a  time  when  tlie  policeman  and  the  railroad  pres- 
ident would  equally  show  Lliat  ihey  cared  nothing  for  the 
citizen,  individually  or. collect ivelj,  because  aware  that  tlicy 
and  not  he  were  the  government.  Certainly  such  an  attempt 
to  corner  "the  dear  [>coplv"  and  tliu  earth  and  the  fnliieu 
thereof  will  break  down.  It  is  for  n«  to  decide  whether  wo 
wilt  let  it  go  on  till  it  brcnlu  down  of  itself,  dragging  down 
to  die,  as  •  envnge  dies  of  his  vice,  the  civilization  it  has 
gripped  with  Its  hnndred  hands ;  or  whether,  while  we  are  still 
young,  still  virtuous,  we  will  break  it  down,  sclf-conEcioiisly, 
ns  the  civilized  man,  reforming,  crnslies  down  the  evil.  If 
we  cannot  Btid  a  remedy,  all  that  we  love  in  the  word  Amer- 
ica most  die.  It  will  be  an  a«-ful  price  to  pay  if  this  at- 
tempt at  government  of  the  |>eople,  ly  the  people,  for  the 


■ 


people  rouBt  i^thh  from  off  t1i6  face  of  tlio  catilx  ti>  proro 
to  mankind  tliat  political  brotlicrhood  cannot  eiirvjco  where 
indn^trinl  brotticrliood  is  denied.  But  tlie  demonstration  is 
worth  even  tint. 

Aristotle's  lost  books  of  t!ie  "Republics  told  tlie  story  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  attcnipta  at  free  government,  and  tliese 
M-erc  but  some  of  the  many  that  had  to  be  molted  down  in 
the  cnictWe  of  fate  to  teach  UamiKon  and  Jefferson  what  tiiey 
knew.  Perliapa  wo  intifithe  melted  hy  tlio  satiie  fierce  Hamoa 
to  be  a  ligiit  to  tlie  feet  of  those  who  como  nfter  us.  For  as 
trne  as  that  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand,  and 
that  H  nation  half  BJarc  and  half  frou  cannot  poniianrntly  en- 
dure, is  it  true  that  a  people  wIhj  arc  eliiTcB  to  mark ct-ty rants 
will  enrely  como  to  he  their  slaves  in  all  else,  that  all  liberty 
begins  to  bo  lo«t  when  ono  liberty  is  lost,  that  a  people  half 
democratic  and  half  plutocratic  cannot  permanently  endure. 

The  secret  of  the  history  wo  nro  about  to  make  is  not  that 
the  world  is  poorer  or  worse.  It  in  richer  and  better.  Its 
new  wealth  is  too  great  for  the  old  forms.  The  success  and 
beauties  of  our  old  niutaalitics  have  made  na  ready  for  new 
uiiitiuditic?.  The  wonder  of  to-day  }8  ttie  inodeni  ituitliplica- 
tion  of  products  hy  the  union  of  forces;  the  marvel  of  to- 
morrow will  be  the  greater  pryduct  which  will  follow  when 
that  which  is  co- opi'riifivelv  prnrlueed  is  co-opernlivcly  en- 
joyed.  It  is  the  spe(;t.Tnle  nf  its  poiicentration  in  the  private 
fortunes  of  onr  day  which  reveals  tliia  wealtti  to  its  real 
makci'H  —  the  whole  pc«pl«  —  and  siimiDonfl  them  to  extend 
the  mannen  and  institutions  of  civilization  to  thia  now  tribal 
relation. 

Whether  the  great  change  cotnoe  with  peace  or  evrord,  freely 
ihrouj-Ii  refoiiii  or  by  nature's  involuntary  forces,  is  a  more 
matter  of  detail,  a  qaeetion  of  convenience — not  of  the  es- 
senoe  of  the  thing.  The  change  will  come.  With  reform,  it 
may  como  to  ns.  If  with  fwrco,  perhaps  not  to  us.  But  it 
will  come.  Tlie  world  is  too  full  of  amateurs  who  can  play 
the  golden  rule  as  aii  aria  with  variations.  All  the  rune  and 
trills  and  tranepoeitions  have  been  done  to  death.     All  the 


"snjringf;*'  lifLve  baon  said.  The  only  Bold  for  new  ofFects  ia  in 
epigrainH  of  practice.  Titillation  of  uiir  sympRtliies  lias  become 
a  dissipation.  Wo  shed  a  dnily  tear  over  tlic  misery  of  the 
eliiiitii  ai:  llic  toper  tiikcs  liio  dmin,  and  otir  liver  Wcoinee  toi^ 
pid  n'itli  tlic  lluodis  of  iudignatioi)  and  eciititnont  vro  have  guz- 
zled without  converting  them  into  their  coefficients  of  action. 
''Kogcncratc  tlic  individual '^  is  a  linlf-tnitli ;  llio  reorj^tii- 
zation  of  the  socit^ty  which  h«  makes  and  svliich  makes  him 
ie  the  other  half.  Man  nione  c^innot  he  a  Clirietian.  Insti* 
tutions  are  applied  beliefs.  TIio  love  of  libertj'  became  lib- 
orty  in  America  by  clotliing  iteelE  in  the  oomplicalcd  group 
of  etnietiirea  known  as  the  government  of  the  United  Slates. 
Love  is  n  lialf-tnith.  and  kiseing  U  &  good  deal  Ic^'tlian  IioJf 
of  that.  (We  need  not  kiea  all  our  fellow-men,  hut  we  mqst 
do  for  them  all  we  ndk  them  to  do  for  ub — notliing  less  than 
the  fullest  performanoo  of  every  power.;  To  love  onr  neigh- 
bor is  to  submit  to  the  discipline  and  arrangement  which  make 
Ids  life  reach  its  beet,  and  eo  do  we  best  love  oureclves. 
^  Ilietory  lias  taught  lie  notliing  if  not  tliat  mon  cjiti  con- 
tinue to  awociate  only  by  the  laws  of  ae8pcijit[oo.  Tlie_joMen 
rule  IB  the  tirsl  and  last  of  these,  but  the  firet  and  last  of 
the  gulden  rule  is  that  it  can  he  ogieratod  only  tlimugh  ]a.v^ 
liabita,  forms,  and  JnatitulJoaa.  The  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  are,  however  imperfectly,  the  translation 
into  the  language  of  politics  of  doing  as  you  wontd  be  done 
by — the  epscnc«  of  e<inal  righte  and  government  by  consenL.^ 
To  ask  individuals  to  day  to  lead  by  tlieir  single  ftncrificce  tfie' 
life  of  tlic  brotlicr  in  tlie  world  of  hneinces  is  as  if  the  Amer- 
ican colonist  had  been  a^kcd  to  lend  by  his  individnat  enter- 
prise the  life  of  the  citizen  of  a  republic.  That  was  made 
possible  to  him  only  by  union  with  others.  The  business 
world  b  full  of  men  wlio  yearn  to  abandon  its  methods  aitd 
live  the  love  they  feel ;  but  to  attempt  to  do  eo  by  tlierusclveft 
would  be  martyrdom,  and  that  ie  "  caviare  to  the  general." 
"  We  admire  martyrdom,"'  Slazzini,  the  martyr,  Mid,  "  bat  we 
do  not  recommend  it."  Tlie  dienge  must  bo  social,  and  its 
martyrdoms  have  already  b^on. 
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Tho  now  sclf-interegt  will  remsio  anonforood  in  businesa 
until  wo  invent  ttic  forms  hy  wliicb  tlie  vast  muUitudes  who 
hare  been  gatliered  together  in  moclern  production  can  or- 
ganize themselves  into  a  people  there  as  in  government. 
Nothing;  but  thi^  insthationalization  will  save  them  from  be-i 
ing  scattered  away  from  each  other  again,  and  it  can  he  I 
achieved  only  by  sneh  averaging  and  concessions  and  co-oj>er- 
ations  as  are  the  price  of  all  union.  Thetie  will  be  gains,  not 
Ioase&.  Sdldii^rs  Ijeconio  partners  in  invineihiHty  by  the  disci- 
pline wliicli  adu|>t3  an  avcmgu  rale  of  march  Instead  of  com- 
jiclling  all  to  keep  step  with  tlic  fastest  nad  stay  with  the 
atningcst.  Moniliets  tclt  men  to  \rtvo  each  other  and  the 
right.  How,  by  doing  what  tilings,  by  leaving  what  undone, 
ehalt  men  love  each  othorl  .AVhat  tiavo  the  etliicalfl  to  e«y 
upon  tbo  morality  of  putting  pnhlic  bighwaye  in  pHvate 
liuiide,  nnd  of  allowing  these  piivatc  hands  to  nialco  a  private 
and  prtTileged  nsc  of  them?  If  bad,  will  a  mere  "change  of 
heart,"  nninBtitutionaUsed,  change  them? 
'  }f cw  freedunis  o^innot  be  operated  throngh  the  old  fonna 
of  slavery.  :  The  ideals  of  Wnehlngtoii  and  HnniiUoa  and 
Adame  could  not  breathe  nnder  kingly  rule.  Idle  to  eay  tlicy 
might.  Under  tho  mtitnil  dependence  of  tlic  in»ido  nnd  ont- 
gide  of  things  tlieir  chnnge  has  all  throngb  history  always^ 
been  dnal.  Change  of  heart  is  no  more  redemption  than 
hnngcr  is  dinner.  We  must  liavo  honesty,  love,  jnnticc  in 
the  heart  of  tho  bnEinuMi  world,  but  for  those  we  must  also 
have  the  forms  which  will  fit  them.  Those  will  bo  very  dif- 
ferent from  thoEc  throngli  which  tlic  intercounc  of  man  with 
man  in  tbo  exchange  of  services  now  moves  to  siieb  ungra- 
cious ends.  Foniift  of  Asiatic  and  American  government,  of 
early  inslitntions  and  ti>day'B,  arc  not  more  dilTerent.  Ttio 
('cardinal  virtues  cannot  be  establieliod  and  kept  at  work  in 
trade  and  on  the  highways  with  the  old  appamtii&.  In  order 
tliat  the  spirit  that  gave  rebates  may  go  to  stay,  the  rebate 
it«clf  most  go.  If  the  private  use  of  private  ownership  of 
lugbwnya  is  to  go,  the  private  ownership  mnst  go.  -Tbero. 
roest  bo  no  private  tieo  of  public  power  or  pnblie  property.^ 
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These  nre  created  b}*  tlio  comnaon  sncrifice-B  of  all,  and  can 
lie  rii^litfnllj  itsed  only  for  tlic  common  good  of  nil --from 
til,  by  all.  for  all.  All  the  gr.int8  and  franclii«««  thnt  Iiare 
been  given  to  private  hRntl»  for  prirato  prottt  are  void  in 
inoraU  and  void  in  that  higher  laur  which  sets  the  copy  for 
the  la^riird  pens  of  legi&latnres  and  jntlfifee.  "Xo  private  use 
of  public  powers"  is  btit  a  Ihreahold  inilh.  The  universe, 
Bfiys  Emerson,  is  the  property  of  ovorj-  creature  in  it. 

No  homo  so  low  it  may  not  Iiope  that  out  of  it*  ded^liugs 
one  may  grow  the  hookc-d  claw  that  will  make  him  a  miition- 
airc.  To  any  adventurer  of  spirit  and  prowess  in  the  Italy  of 
the  RenaisHaiin;  might  come  the  possibility  of  butchering  or 
poisoning  his  way  to  a  cnatlc  or  a  throne.  Such  prizes  of 
power  made  tUc  peninsula  a  menagorio  of  tymnts,  murderers, 
volnptiiaricB,  and  mnltttndes  of  miaery.  We  got  republican 
liberty  by  agreeinj^  orcIi  with  the  other  never  to  seek  lo  be- 
come kings  or  lords  or  dukes.  We  can  get  indnt^trial  and 
economic  liberty  only  by  a  like  covenant  never  to  let  onr- 
f«lres  or  any  one  dim  be  milllonalree. 

Tlicre  can  be  no  pnblic  prosperity  without  pnblic  virtue, 
and  no  public  virtue  withont  private  virtue.  lint  private  can- 
not become  pnblic  cxcnpt  by  organization,  f  Onr  attempts  at\ 
eontrol,  regnlation,  are  but  the  agitations  of  the  firaechi,  evi-i 
dencing  the  wrong,  bnt  not  rising  to  the  cnrc.  Wc  are  wait- 
ing for  some  geninsof  good  who  will  generalize  into  one  body 
of  doctrine  otir  partial  tnitlis  of  reform,  and  will  httip  ns  livo 
the  general iznt ion.  Never  was  mankind,  across  all  lines  of 
race,  creed,  and  institntione,  more  nearly  one  in  diGcontcnt  nod 
rwtlew  conacionsnces  of  now  powere  and  a  now  hope  and 
purpose,  never  more  widely  agitated  by  influences  loading  in 
one  direction,  never  more  nearly  a  committee  of  tlie  wliole  on 
ilie  qnastion  of  the  day.  Never  before  were  the  meant  for 
fl-isbing  one  thonght  into  the  minds  of  the  million,  and  flub- 
ing  that  thought  into  action,  what  they  aro  to-day.  The  good 
\vord  or  good  deed  of  Chicago  in  the  morning  may  be  tlie  fn- 
ppiration  of  Cnlcutta  before  nightfall.  The  crnwidos  were  but 
aji  eddy  in  comparison  with  the  universal  tido  waiting  for  an* 
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otbor  Pctcp  the  Hermit  to  lead  us  where  tbe  Man  who  is  lo 
rise  ngnin  lies  in  the  hanOe  of  the  infidel. 

Our  pi-ohlcni  Ciin  be  read  from  its  good  side  or  Its  had,  and 
muRt  he  I'end  from  both,  its:  Biminvsa  lias  becoinu  a  vice,  and  \ 
■Jefeats  ns  and  itself;  or,  llutnatiity  c|iiickcnti  its  step  to  add  ' 
to  its  fellowships  Iho  new  brothcrliood  of  labor.  (Tiii:  nexl 
emancipation,  like  all  einancipatioiu,  must  destroy  and  bnild.  \ 
TU«  nioet  constructive  thinker  in  history  said,  Love  odd  an- 
other;  btit  be  also  drove  the  niorioy-cbaiigors  from  the  temple, 
Bad  denouncL'd  the  eeiJbcs  .-iiid  I'liarisecs,  and  haa  been  hiiey 
for  nineteen  hundred  yeais  pulling  down  tenements  iin6t  for 
the  lialiitntlon  of  the  sonl.  We  see  something  new  and  eome- 
thing  old.  Old  pi'inciples  run  into  mania,  a  wicked  old  world 
tarstinji;  into  anicidal  esploeion,  as  Carlyle  said  of  the  Freneh 
Kevolulion.  Xew  love»,  now  enpabilitie<i,  new  institnttonB, 
civalvU  l>y  llie  expaneiou  of  old  itleaU  and  new  opportiinilieii 
of  liiunun  eonliict.  Our  love  of  those  to  whom  we  have  been 
"iiitrudncfd'*  is  but  uiiluelciiig  a  door  thmugh  whieli  all  men 
will  pa»a  into  our  hearts.  What  makes  men  lovub!v  is  not  the 
nccidcnt  of  our  knowing  them.  It  is  tliat  they  arc  men.  Be- 
fore 1776  tltcro  wcro  thirteen  patiiotisnis  in  America. 

The  bishops  of  Boewcll's  day  bad  no  car  for  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  victims  of  the  slave-trade,  but  thero  came  a  new 
sympathy  which  rose  superior  lo  their  divine  displeasure  that 
this  commerce  of  CUrieliaD  merL-hants  should  bo  attacked. 
We  are  coming  to  sympaLliiiie  with  tlie  uiiimals,  and  Qneeii 
Yiotoria  contributes  money  to  a  hospitiil  for  the  succor  of  dc< 
cayed  old  gentlemen  and  lady  cats.  ]3y-and-by  royal  hearts* 
may  widen  to  include  men  and  women  evicted  in  Ireland,  or 
— woi-ee  fate — not  evicted  from  Whitecliapel.  The  spirit  tluit 
defended  the  slave-trade  now  fiiidis  its  last  ditch  behind  the 
text,  The  poor  ye  have  with  you  always.  But  a  new  sympathy 
rises  again,  like  (hat  which  declared  that  the  poor  should  be 
free  of  the  elavc-tradc  and  slavery,  nud  declares  Ibat  tlio  poor 
shall  be  freed  from  etorvatioo  of  body,  mind,  and  soul.  Slave- 
trade,  slavery,  poverty;  the  form  varies,  but  against  them 
all  runs  the  refusal  of  the  human  heart  to  be  made  happy  at 
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Oe  voA  of  tba  njataf  of  otlm,  md  id  Bi«tl)«inttiad  knowl- 
edge that  its  quotient  of  atu£iedoos  viU  increaeo  with  the 
wmm  of  the  happinen  of  iH 

The  word  of  the  djj  is  that  we  are  aboot  to  civilize  iodua- 
try.    IfjmkiDti  i»  qoiTcmig  with   its  purpose  to  inakc  meti 
fcUow-dtisena,  broUien,  to««n  io  indnstrr,  as  xi  hm  <looe  wttli 
them  ia  gorenmeat  and  fiunily.  which  are  also  indBstrr.   WtA 
■IreadT  bare  on  oar  ebdvM  the  ceieaoee — h5giente,ioi]aitria],\ 
poUtieal,  eihieal — to  free  tb«  world  slrooet  at  a  filrolce  from  I 
war,  aeeidenta,  diMiaee,  poTertj,  and  tbtir  flowiof^  vices  and] 
inmu'tles.    The  roeo  of  theee  adoieeB  are  here  at  call  praj- 
ing  for  eraplojineot.    The  people,  br  the  books  tlirj  read, 
etiow  ibcuuelree  to  be  pra/ini:  to  hare  them  pot  at  wrk.    If 
we  wbo  call  oursflre*  civilizatioD  woald  for  uoe  average  spas 
dcrotc  to  life-dealing  the  mouejs,  armies,  and  goniae  wc  now 
gir«  to  deatb^ealin^,  and  wonld  establish  orer  the  weaker 
peoples  a  protectorate  of  the  ITnited  States  of  Europe  and 
America,  we  ^vonld  tike  a  long  Mep  towards  ^tiling  forever 
the  rexed  qne*lion  of  tlie  site  of  tho  (Jarden  of  Eden. 

^"•Hamitn  natore."  ''niono(on'r,"and  '*iiidivijiialit,v"  are  thei 
V       lions  wliicli  the  reformer  ie  always  told  will  sti>p  tlio  war  to  a\ 
J^     better  world.   ■*  Yoa  cannot  change  Lauian  nature."   Tiicre  ure  i 
two  hnmaii  natnres — the  human  nntnre  of  Cliri«t  and  of  Jadas;  I 
and  ^^liri-tt  prevaJiR. ,   Then!  is  the  hnman  nutiiro  which  ecoks 
anoiijinity,  secrecy,  the  fruits  of  power  without  ita  duties; 
and  there  is  the  hninan  nature  which  rises  against  these  and, 
province  by  province,  is  abolishing  them  from  human  affiiire. 
Men  have  always  been  witlitig  to  die  for  their  faith.    Tho  bad 
hare  died  as  bravely  as  tbe  good,  Charles  I.  with  as  smooth  a 
front  na  Sir  Harry  Vane.    Id  this  roadineas  to  die  lies  folded 
every  loyally  of  life. 

"  You  wonld  make  the  world  a  dead  level  of  mouotony.** 
Oood  society  does  notihink  it  monotonous  tlint  all  its  women 
should  at  the  game  time  dnst  the  streets  wit}t  long-tailed 
gown?,  or  that  its  men  sliould  meet  every  niglit  in  funereal 
black  and  idenlicnl  cot,  but  it  elirinkd  from  the  monotony  of 
having  all  share  In  reforms  which  wonld  cqnalise  surfeit  and 
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starvation,  "(rood  society"  is  still  to  come, and  it  will  find  | 
sonic  better  definition  of  "  monotony "  tliao  a  fair  eliarc:  for  I 
oil— a  better  definition  of  variety  titan  too  muclt  for  ourselves  | 
at  tlio  cost  of  too  little  for  all  othei-s.  Sball  wc  cliooisc  tliu 
monotony  of  Kliarliig  witii  everyone  under  CJeoi'ge  III.  or  Alex- 
ander II.  tlie  denial  of  all  ri^lit  to  participate  in  tlic  giiprcino 
power,  or  shall  we  ctioosc  the  monotony  of  sliaring  with  every 
fellow-citixcn  tiic  right  to  bccynic  P^■c^ilJeIlt  ? — the  monotony 
of  being  forbidden  to  enter  alt  the.  great  liveiiliooJs,  some 
syndicate  blocking  each  way  witli  "This  btieincss  belongs  to 
08  "i  Or  the  monotony  of  a  democracy,  where  every  laborer 
liflA  cqnal  riglita  with  all  other  eitlzGDB  to  deoide  tipoii  the  ad- 
niini^tratiun  of  the  eoinmoti  toil  fur  the  common  welfare,  and 
an  crjnal  right  with  ever^'  other  to  rise  to  be  a  C:i|itain  of  fn- 
dnstry  \  E^iich  are  the  alternatives  of  "monotony.*'  We  liaro 
made  an  historic  clioice  in  one;  now  for  the  other. 

And  "  individuality."  "Yon  arc  going  to  destroy  iiidivid- 
aalily."  Wc  can  ljy<:oiiio  Jiidividtial  only  by  cnlMnittiiig  to  be 
bonnd  to  otheig.  lAVc  extend  om-  freedom  only  by  lindiny  '^ 
now  laws  to  obey,  ■■  Life  outaido  the  law  iu  slavery  on  as  many 
sidtt  an  there  arc  dittregaixled  laws.  The  locomotive  off  its 
tracks  is  not  free.  The  more  i-elations,  tics,  duties,  tlie  more 
"  individnal.'*  Tlic  ixulated  man  is  the  mere  rudiment  of  an 
individnal.  Ttiit  ho  who  lia^  become  citizen,  neighbor,  friend, 
brother,  eon,  husbarid,  father,  fellow  •  member,  in  one,  ie  jtist 
by  80  many  times  individnaliscd.  Men's  expanding  powers  of 
co-operation  bring  them  to  the  conscious  ability  to  unite  for 
new  benefits;  but  this  exteneion  of  individuality  is  forbidden 
in  the  name  of  individuality.  There  are  two  individualities : 
that  of  the  dullard,  who  snbmit*  to  take  his  n»i!road  trans- 
portation, his  light,  his  coal,  hia  salt,  his  reaping- maeliine  at 
^iich  prievg  and  of  eticli  quality  aa  arbitrary  power  forces  iijKin 
him,  and  timt  o(  tijc  shrewder  man  who,  by  an  alliance  of  tho 
iudividualitiea  of  all,  supplies  himself  at  his  own  price. 

Time  cnrrles  as  so  easily  wu  do  not  realixe  liow  fast  we 
move.  Tliis  M)cia1  debate  has  gone  far  l>eyoiul  the  qaestion 
whether  change  tliere  imist  be.     What  (diall  the  change  be }  is 
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tlic  subject  all  the  world  is  dwcussing.  Exposure  of  nbaftoe 
no  longer  excites  more  than  a  languid  interest.  But  crery 
clear  plan  liow  things  might  be  ivaiTanged  mi^cs  the  people. 
Ueforo  every  revolution  inarehce  n  book^tho  Contrat  Sociai, 
Unde  Tvm^s  Cabin.  "Every  man  nowadays,'*  says  Einersori, 
"can-ice  a  revolution  iri  his  voBt-pocket.*'  The  bouk  >rhicli 
sella  more  copifa  than  any  other  of  our  day  abroad  and  at  homo, 
debated  by  all  down  to  the  boot-blacka  aa  tliey  sit  on  the  curb- 
stoiice,  is  one  cntling  men  to  draw  from  their  Rticcdiis  in  insur- 
ing each  other  some  of  the  necessaries  oT  life  the  counige  to 
move  OQ  to  insure  each  other  ail  tlie  necefisarics  of  life,  bid- 
dtag  Uiem  uhaudon  the  self-defeating  anarchy  which  puts  mil- 
road-trreukors  at  tiio  liead  of  raihoaJs  and  faiuine-prviducere 
at  tlie  liead  of  pixKlnction,  and  inspiring  thoin  to  share  the 
common  toil  ami  the  fruits  of  the  toil  under  the  ideals 
which  make  men  Wasihiiigtons  and  Lincolus.  Yuti  mftjr 
question  the  importance  of  the  plan ;  yon  cannot  question 
the  importance  of  its  welcome.  It  eho^rs  the  people  gath- 
ering-points for  the  new  coustitution  they  know  they  must 
jpake. 

In  nothing  has  liberty  justified  itself  more  tliorouglily  than 
in  the  resolute  determination  spreading  among  the  Anicricait 
people  to  add  induslriid  to  political  inde{)endence.  It  Js  tho  i 
hope  of  the  world  that  flood  has  its  effects  as  well  as  evil,  mid  I 
that  ou  tlic  whulv,  and  in  the  long-run,  the  seed  of  thj;_|[ootl 
will  overgrow  thu  evil.  "Heaven  has  kindly  given  our  blood 
a  morul  flow."  Liberty  brecilii  liberties,  shiTery  breeds  sla- 
rerics,  but  the  hl>urlieit  will  bo  the  strongeet  stock.  If  tho 
political  and  roligioae  liberties  which  the  people  of  this  cotin- 
try  aspired  to  eeC  up  b^d  in  them  tho  real  sap  and  fibre  of  u 
hotter  lifo  than  the  world  had  yet  known,  it  must  certainly 
follow  thnt  they  would  quicken  and  etnsugthen  the  people  for 
discovery  and  obt-dlenc*  in  still  higher  realms.  And  just  tlits 
\\aA  hapiwned.  Nowhere  else  liiw  the  new  claim  to  tax  with- 
out rcpi-csentation  been  so  quickly  dctect«d,  so  intelligently 
MTUtinized.  and  so  bravely  fought.  Kowliore  clso  has  tins 
spreading  plague  of  sellkhneifi  and  false  doctrine  found  a  pish 
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pic  whose  average  and  gcocral  life  was  pitched  on  sa  liigK  u 
IcvoL  that  they  inetantly  took  the  alarm  at  iU  claims  over 
their  lives  ami  liburtios.  It  has  foiiiul  a  {H-oph<  bo  ilmcipliocd. 
hy  tlic  atipiratiuii  and  achioveincnt  of  pulilicul  nnd  rcIigiotiB 
riglits  thrit  they  aru  already  possessud  of  a.  body  of  doetniio 
capable,  Ijy  an  easy  extension,  of  refuting  all  tlio  pretension* 
of  the  new  alwotntieui.  At  the  very  beginning  of  this  new 
democratic  life  among  the  iiatignii  it  was  understood  that  to 
be  safe  lit>orty  inu&C:  be  complcto  on  its  industrial  as  well  aa 
on  ite  poiitieal  and  religious  sides.  Tiiia  is  the  Ainoriean  prin- 
eiple.  'jGive  a  man  uower  over  my  snbBJstence."  fiai<l  Alex- 
ander ngjiiiltoii, ''and  he  has  power  over  the  whitjti  of  my 
moral  hiMiig.'^  To  subinit  to  such  a  jiower  gives  only  the 
ultcrnativu  of  dculh  or  degradutiuii,  nnd  the  liigli  spirit  of 
America  prefentid  then,  an  il  prefers  now,  the  rule  of  righti 
which  gives  life. 

The  mania  of  bnsincss  has  reached  an  acntcr  and  cxtremcr- 
developniont  in  Amoriea  than  elscwhoro,  beoaiifio  nowhere 
else  have  Iioiintcoua  nature  find  free  institutions  prodnoed 
birlhng!]Ls  and  jiollngeaso  well  worth  "swapping."  lint  the 
fotlieA  and  wiekcdnesft  of  business  have  nowhere  been  so 
sharply  challenged  iw  in  free  America.  "Betake  yourself  to 
America,"  said  Oaxlylo  to  a  friend  beginning  a  literary  career ; 
"there  you  am  nttcr  your  frccet  thoughts  ia  wave  iiiipossibld 
hero."  It  is  to  this  stem  wakefulness  of  a  free  people  that 
the  world  owua  it  that  more  light  has  been  thrown  in  America 
than  in  any  other  conntry  on  the  processes  of  modem  money- 
making.  A  five  press,  oi-gan  of  a  fre<u  people,  has  done  in- 
valuable service.  Tlie  legislatmrs  have  [luslied  investigation 
after  invu^ligation  into  the  ways  in  which  loi'gu  maascG  of 
the  people  have  been  deprived,  for  the  benefit  of  single  lacii 
or  groHps  of  men,  of  rights  of  subsistence  and  government. 
Through  the  courts  the  free  people  have  pnrsncd  ihcir  depro- 
datora  by  civil  and  eriminal  process,  by  public  and  private 
prosecutions.  Imperfect  and  corrupt,  the«c  agencies  of  prcee, 
courts,  legislatures  have  often  been;  they  h.ive  still  dono  a 
work  which  has  either  been  left  undone  altogether  In  other 
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coiintrica,  or  has  been  doiio  with  bat  a  fraction  of  oor  tbor< 
onghnc&s. 

It  U  due  to  them  that  tlicro  exists  in  tlio  reports  of  Ic^shk- 
tivo  iiivt«tigfttioii9,  Stato  niid  nalioiial,  jii  tho  proceedings  of 
lan-6uits  and  cvtniinal  triate,  in  the  flieg  of  the  nevrspapcrs,  a 
mij^s  of  infornialion  which  cannot  be  found  in  aiij  other  cMin* 
miinity  in  the  world.  There  is  in  thuau  archives  an  accnmnla- 
tion  of  ihc  raw  matenal  of  tragedy,  eoincdy,  romance,  rarel- 
liug$  of  the  viciseitudcs  of  human  hfc,  tind  social  and  personal 
fiitc,whie!i  will  feed  tlie  fires  of  whole  generations  of  Hterary 
men  when  onco  they  nwake  to  tho  existence  of  thceo  precioiU'' 
rolb.  Til  these  pigeon-holes  arc  to  be  found  leys  of  the  pres- 
ent and  clews  to  the  future.  A»  America  has  the  newest  and 
widest  lilM;i*tj)',  it  is  the  stngc  where  plaj  the  nowo&t  and 
wide&t  forces  of  evil  as  well  as  good.  America  is  at  the  front 
of  the  forward  line  of  cvohilioD.  It  has  taken  the  lead  in 
developing  competition  to  the  extreme  form  in  which  it  de- 
stroys competition,  atid  in  snperfining  tho  processes  of  ex- 
change of  services  into  those  of  the  acquisition  of  the  prop- 
erty of  othore  witliont  scrvioe. 

The  hope  is  tliat  the  old  economic  system  we  inherited  has 
ripened  so  much  more  rapidly  than  the  society  and  govern- 
ment wo  hnse  created  that  the  dead  matter  it  deposits  can  bo 
thrown  off  hy  our  vij;oroua  youth  and  hcahli.  *'It  is  high 
titno  our  bad  wealth  camo  to  an  end,"  gays  Emerson.  It  has 
grown  into  its  monstrous  forms  eo  fast  that  the  dullest  eyo 
can  sepanilo  it  from  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  slowest  mind 
, eomprc'heiid  its  niibchievousneais.  In  making  themselves  free 
of  arbitrary  and  corrnpt  power  in  government  tho  Americana 
kprcparod  thcrnKclvca  to  bo  free  in  all  else,  and  becaaso  fore- 
most b)  political  liberty  they  have  the  promise  of  being  tho 
first  to  realize  iudnstrinl  liberty-  tho  trunk  of  a  tree  of  which 
political  liberty  is  tho  soed,nnd  witfiout  which  political  liberty 
shrinks  back  into  nothingness. 

"The  art  of  Italy  will  blosaom  over  onr  graves,"  Mazziui 
said  when,  with  true  insight,  he  saw  that  the  lirst  artistic,  first 
literary  task  hcforo  the  Italiatve  was  to  make  thuir  coiuiti 


free.  Art,  literatnro,  cnlturc,  religion,  in  America,  are  already 
beginning  to  feci  tlie  re«tncri\-c  jircssuro  whicli  rtaiilla  from 
the  dornitiation  of  a  M>lti»li,  self-indulgent,  luxnrtou^,  and 
auli-social  power.  Tins  jiuwer,  mastering  tlio  niarketR  of 
a  cinlization  which  gives  ite  main  energies  to  markets, 
passes  vritliont  difficnlty  to  tlie  mastory  of  all  tlie  otlier  ac- 
tirities.  Wlicn  cliurchoSt  polUical  cinipaigtie,  tlio  expound- 
ing of  the  law,  inainterinDce  of  schools  and  collogcs,  and 
family  Iif«  it^'lf  all  dupoiul  on  money,  thoy  nuiet  beoomo 
sorvile  to  tli«  money  power.  Song,  picture,  scniiou,  decreee 
of  court,  and  tlio  union  of  livarts  must  jtaM  constantly  under 
sti-oiigur  control  of  tlicwc  who  give  tlieir  lives  to  trade  and  en- 
courage  everybody  else  to  truilii,  confident  that  tlio  if^iie  of 
it  all  will  be  that  thoy  will  hold  as  property,  in  excluairo 
po«ecMion,  to  be  dole!  out  on  their  own  terms,  the  matter  by 
which  alone  man  can  live,  citlier  ninterially  or  Bpiritnnlly. 

In  America,  whcro  the  snpremc  political  power  and  mnch 
of  the  governiiient  of  church  and  college  hare  heen  talton  out 
of  traditional  hands  and  subjected  to  the  changing  detennina- 
tiona  of  popular  will,  it  has  inevitably  i-csulted  that  tho  State, 
church,  and  school  have  |>a^ed  under  thia  mercantile  arintoc- 
racy  to  a  far  greater  extent  thin  in  other  countriea  whcro 
BtiScr  regimes  under  otiier  and  older  influences  Btill  stand. 
Onr  upper  classes — elected,  ns  alwajs,  by  the  equipoise  of 
effort  and  opinion  between  them  and  tho  lower  clacses — ai-e, 
under  this  commercial  system,  tlie  men  who  trade  best,  who 
can  control  their  features  and  tlicir  consciences  so  that  they 
can  always  get  more  than  they  give,  who  can  play  with  sup- 
ply and  demand  6o  that  at  the  end  of  tho  game  all  tJioir  breth- 
ren arc  their  tributaries  for  life.  It  is  the  bin  bright- buying 
iniiids  that,  by  the  adoptluii  of  this  ideal,  we  chouse  for  our 
rnletB.  The  progressive  races  have  altoi-cd  their  ideals  of 
klngfi  with  the  indescribable  advantage  of  being  rnled  by 
Wflthbigtons  and  Lincoln^'  and  Gladstones  instead  of  Caligu- 
las  and  Pharaohs.  Wo  have  now  to  wake  a  similar  atop  for- 
ward iu  another  part  of  life.  Tho  previoua  changca  exprcesed 
outwardly  an  inner  change  of  heart.     The  reformer  of  t<»-day 


■ 


C3S 


AXD  TUB  SBff 


i*  aimply  lie  who,  W][]i  qnieker  ear,  detecting  that  aootfaer 
L'bingo  uf  heart  u  going  on,  gues  before. ' 

Anollinr  frrmt  chan^'n  »  working  in  thn  inner  mind  of  man,' 
.■[111  vriU  jitiiviv  liv  f<tliow<Kl  lr>-  in  corpora  tioii  in  iiutitiillons' 
and  moruls  and  mnnncre,    Tlio  social  head  and  heart  arc  both 
'l«irig  poniiindod  thnt  too  many  are  idle— rich  and  poor;  too 
manjr  are  hurt  in  body  and  feoul — rich  and  poor;  too  many 
childron  nnj   "  oxposod,"  at  in  the  old  (Treok  nnd  Roman 
iiiiirkct-plMcuH;    tuo  niuny  nra  starving  within   reiich  of  too 
iinich  fertile  wnatc ;  too  many  paisions  of  envy,  greed,  and 
hatf  aro  mgitig  among  rich  nnd  poor.    There  ia  too  innch  left 
iindono  ihiit  oii^lit  to  be  done  jiloii^  tlio  whole  scale  of  life, 
from  tlio  lowtiet  jihyeical  to  tlie  liijjiicst  spirilniil  needs,  from 
hotter  roads  to  sweeter  music  and  nobler  worship.    It  cannot 
ho  long,  higlnricnlly  speaking,  before  nil  this  new  ecnoe  and, 
Bontintunt  will  issue  in  act«.     All  will  bo  as  zealously  pro*' 
tuctod  ngainat  the  oppression  of  the  crnel  in  ihoir  daily  labor 
as  now  iiKnitist  opprcssioii  from  in%'ader  or  rioter,  and  ivill  ho 
u  warmly  cliwrcd  in  liberty  to  grow  to  their  fullcat  capnbili- 
ti««  na  Inltorora— 1.I*.,  uaors  of  nintter  for  tho  purpoeo  of  the 
spirit— as  they  are  now  welcomed  to  the  liberty  of  the  citizen 
and  tho  woi^liipiKM-.     Intinito  is  the  fonntain  of  onr  riglita. 
Wo  e«n  hHve  nil  the  li-rlil.'^  we  A\-ill  ereatg.     All  lite  righta  wel 
will  give  we  c«n  hme.     The  American  |>eople  will  save  thaj 
liberties  tliuy   have  inherited   by  winning  new  ones  to  be-| 
(lueath. 

With  this  will  come  fruits  of  new  facnlty  almost  beyrac 
CAloiiIntioi).    A  new  liberty  will  pnt-  an  cud  to  paaperism  tndl 
millionairism  and  tho  crimea  and  death>nitc  bom  of  bot]|| 
wrotuliMlneiut^  just  as  the  liberty  of  politics  and  religion  {HiK 
an  end  to  ni^idym  and  tyntnt«.     The  new  Uhertr  is  identical 
in  jkrincipte  and  pur|Hi»o  with  the  other ;  it  is  made  incvitatile 
liY  thorn.      Tlioeo  who  lore  the  libcrtieB  alrcsdv  vdo  mi 
('pea  tho  door  to  the  new,  ludoM  they  wisU  to  eeo  them 
take  dight  tog«t]wr.    Th«r«  can  be  tK>  single  liberty.    Ubcr- 
go  in  cln>ten  hko  tho  Ptetades. 

,  We  must  cither  tvguUte,  or  ovtt.  or  destroy,  peridiii^ 
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the  sword  vro  take.  !  Tlic  pu««>ibillty  uFn!g.ii]iLtiuii_isa  dream. 
As  loug  a  this  control  of  tlic  nccceeai-ics  of  life  und  this 
wealth  reiiiiiiii  private  with  individuals,  it  is  tlioy  who  will 
regidato,  not  wo.  Tlic  policy  of  rogidation.  ili*Hiiise  it  as  we 
may,  is  hut  tnoviiip;  to  a  coniprotniso  nrid  c<]iiililiriiim  within 
the  c^'il  all  coiniilin'n  of.  It  is  to  iicceivt  tlie  principle  of  the 
fiovci-cignty  of  tlic  eclf-inturest  of  tho  individual  and  apply 
ffonstitiitioiial  ciicclifi  to  it.  Tlio  iin progressive  nations  palter 
in  tliis  method  with  monarchy.  IJnt  tlio  wits  of  America  arc 
equal  to  seeing  tlint  ns  with  kingship  and  slavery  so  with 
poverty — the  wooding  must  bo  dono  at  tho  roots. '  Sir  Henry 
Suinni'r  Maine  says  mankind  moves  from  status  to  contract; 
fi-oni  society  ruled  by  inherited  customs  to  one  ruled  hy  agree- 
ment, varied  According  to  ciroumstancee.  Pi^eacnt  experience 
fiiii;<;e6t»  the  addition  tlial  tlie  niovemcril^  like  all  in  nature,  is 
pendulous,  and  that  mankind  moves  progressively  from  status 
to  contract,  and  from  this  stagu  of  contract  to  another  atntiis.^ 
Wu  niarc-Oi  and  rust  and  ntareh  again.  If  «ur  society  is  set- 
tliii^  down  to  an  iiitt-rval  of  inerti.i,  periiaps  agos  long,  we 
inn&t  Iteforc  uight  comes  estaidiidi  all  tn  m  much  etjuality  und 
comfort  08  possible. 

Tlio  a^pii-ationa  arc  not  new.  >Ve  have  lad  them  etuco 
Plato.  The  knowledge  of  means  for  realizing  them  is  not 
new.  We  have  had  it  since  Arietotlo,  and  tho  Iiifitorv  of  civ- 
ilization  is  but  the  record  of  the  progressive  embodiment  of 
tlio  ideals  in  institutions  for  the  life  together — sexual,  social, 
Bpiritiial.  What  Is  new  in  our  moment,  iii  that  mankind'^  uc- 
cnniuhiting  forces  are  preparing  for  another  step  forward  iu 
this  long  proccsaional  idealization  of  its  beet  poEsibto.  Koth- 
ing  60  narrow  as  tho  more  governmental izing  of  tho  ineaTis 
and  processes  of  i)i'oduction.  It  i.s  only  the  marally  neTvclcssI 
who  ask  govcniment  to  do  that  which  they  will  itot  riijo  to] 
do.  The  convei-siou  which  is  now  workin:;  itself  ont  within T 
He,  and  perhaps  is  more  nearly  born  than  we  auepect  ("Wo 
shall  not  lire  to  eeo  slavery  abolished,"  sud  Kiuerson,  in 
^ISaO)  is  making  itaclf  felt  on  all  eidca  of  our  life.  In  man- 
II  literature,  in  uiarri 
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work  die  aaving  fermcDt  vbicli  is  to  nuke  til  things  new 
by  bripgtng  Uicm  nearer  to  the  eld  ideals  Geor^  Sand 
was  revolted  bj  tlie  scrrilc  accent  of  the  phrase  of  Iter 
day,  *'Mad«mo  c«t  scrvic."  Society  hiu  grown  to  the  ItL-ttcr 
fellovratiip  her  tincr  car  foand  wanting  in  these  wordfi,  and 
is  new  told  it  it  dinner,  not  niadamc  or  moneicnr,  that  u 
served. 

Wo  arc  to  hire,  of  coarse,  great  political  changes,  We  arc 
to  apply  the  co-o)«nitire  nictlictds  of  the  post-offico  and  tlie 
piililii:  scliLKil  tt)  iiuiiy  utliti-coRiiiion  IoHa,  to  all  toiI«  in  wliicli 
private  eorercignly  liaa  become  through  monopoly  &  dcepot- 
jsm  over  the  ptiblic,  and  to  all  in  whtcb  the  association  of  tlio 
people  nnd  the  organization  of  processes  have  been  eo  far  do- 
Teloped  that  the  profit-honting  Captain  of  Industry  may  bo 
replaced  by  the  pnblic-scn'ing  Cnptain  of  Industry.  But  wo 
are  to  have  miicb  more.  We  nie  to  have  a  priratc  life  of  a 
nc%r  bcanty,  of  wlitcli  these  are  to  be  merely  the  mechanical  ex* 
liibilions  on  the  side  of  politics.  Wo  are  to  move  among  each 
olljtr.  able,  by  tlie  metliodical  and  agreed  adlierence  of  nil.  to 
do  what  Ibo  words  of  f^meiiiiais  mean,  instead  of  ticing  able, 
US  now,  in  most  things,  to  afford  only  an  indiilgetioti  in  foeling 
tlictn.     We  are  to  be  eotnmoneni,  travellers  to  Altruria. 

Wo  nro  to  Iwcotnc  fathers,  mothers,  for  the  sjiint  of  the 
fatliur  iiml  mother  ts  not  in  ns  wliilo  wo  can  Hiy  of  nny  child 
it  is  not  ours,  and  leave  it  in  the  grime.  Wc  uro  to  l»ecome 
men,  women,  for  to  all  abont  teiuforcing  ua  wc  eliall  insure 
full  growth  and  tlms  insnrc  it  to  oureclveg.  Wc  arc  to  bo*j 
come  gentlemen,  ladies,  for  wc  will  not  accept  from  auuLboi 
nny  ecrvico  we  are  not  willing  to  return  in  kind.  Wo  are  t< 
bccoino  honest,  giving  wUcn  we  get,  and  getting  with  tit 
knowledge  and  conecnt  of  nit.  We  arc  to  become  rich,  for 
shall  dharein  the  wciilth  now  latent  in  idle  men  iiiid  idle  land, 
nnd  in  tlio  fertility  of  work  done  by  those  who  have  ceased  tOj 
witbntand  bnt  stand  with  each  other.  As  wc  wslk  onr  pai 
wo  alrujitly  see  tlint  by  saying  "tldno''  to  every  neigbbor  wo 
say  *'  injno  "  of  palaoc*,  gardens,  art,  wienoo,  far  beyond  any 
piMeiblc  to  seltiahncss,  even  the  scllislinc«s  of  kings.    Wc  shidl 


J.V  UtTESyATJOXAL  fKOI'LB 


fSI 


e  patriots,  for  the  heart  will  know  wliy  it  tlirilU  to  tbe 
flag.  Tlius©  folds  wave  the  salute  of  a  greater  love  than  that 
of  the  man  who  will  lay  down  hie  life  for  his  friend.  Thcra 
flouts  tho  banner  of  the  lovu  of  millions,  who,  though  tltcy 
do  not  know  jon  and  luivo  oevcr  eeon  yon,  will  die  for  70D 
nnd  arc  iivin<i;  for  you,  doing  in  ;i  thousand  services  unto  yon 
ns  you  would  Im  doiiu  liy.  And  llie  llttln  pntriotisiti.  which 
is  the  love  of  the  huuiauity  fenced  within  our  frontier  will 
widen  into  the  reciprocal  eervictc  of  all  mcit.  GciicmU  were, 
merchants  aiv,  lirokhcra  will  be,  liuuianity^s  rojirL-seiitativo 
men. 

There  is  to  be  n  people  in  industry,  as  in  govommciit.  "TEo 
Banie  ri-ni^  jjetmis  of  (Icmoci■.^cy  wliioh  di^ovcreU  tli:it  man- 
kind did  not  co-operate  in  the  State  to  provide  a  few  with 
paUces  and  king'e-evil,  is  diiiclosiug  that  men  do  not  co-oper- 
ate in  trade  for  any  other  parpoee  than  to  inotiilizc  the  labor 
of  all  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  that  the  only  true  guidance 
comeg  from  tlioae  who  are  led^aLUtt  the  only  valid  titles  fi-om 
"th<we  wlio  create.  Very  wide  maat  be  tlio  emancipation  of 
this  new  self- interest y  If  wo  free  Amerifa  we  shall  still  be 
not  free,  for  the  financial,  cotnmorcial,  posseasory  powers  of 
modern  industnal  life  are  organized  iiiti>rnationally.  If  wo 
rose  to  the  full  e:(ccution  of  the  first,  simplest,  and  moet 
pressing  need  of  our  times  and  put  an  end  to  all  private  nae 
of  puhlic  powcre,  wo  should  still  be  confronted  by  monopo- 
lies existing  simply  as  piirato  property,  as  in  coal-mines,  oil 
lands. 

Il  ia  not  a  verbal  accident  that  Bcienoe  is  the  eubslanoG  of 
tlie  word  conscience.  Wo  must  know  the  right  bcforo  wo 
can  do  tho  right.  When  it  comes  to  know  the  facts  the 
hnmati  heart  can  no  more  endure  tnotiupoly  than  Anicricoa 
Blavory  or  Koman  enipii-o.  Tho  fii-st  step  to  a  remedy  is  that 
the  people  care.  If  they  know,  tltcy  will  care.  To  help  Ihem 
to  know  aud  eai'C ;  to  stimulate  new  hatred  of  evil,  now  love 
of  the  good,  new  sympathy  for  tho  victims  of  power,  and,  liy 
enlarging  its  science,  to  quicken  tlie  old  into  a  new  conscience, 
this  compilation  of  fact  lia^  been  made.    Democracy  is  not  a' 
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He.  There  live  in  the  body  of  the  commonalty  the  nnex- 
IiauBted  vh'tue  and  the  ever -refreshened  strength  which  can 
rise  equal  to  any  problems  of  progress.  In  the  hope  of  tap- 
ping some  reserve  of  their  powers  of  self-help  this  story  is 
told  to  the  people. 


PABTIAL,  LIST  OF  TRADE  COMBINATIOKS,  OR  TRUSTS.  ACIIIEVEI)  OR 
ATTEMFTED,  AND  OF  TUB  COMMODITIES  COVERED  HY  THEM' 


r.— LicuT,  tnxT,  *Kn  roirin 
BoilCN,  fur  Imufc  lirntinif. 
Cnndlo-nakcn,    Great  Bi^ln,  GnileJ 

Cu*! :  >iillirftclM>,  biluniinQUI, 

Elcciik-  rnrboQ  polnis,  ISSfi;  cAiidlei, 

188S;  uk<atiic  ffoodi,  iinlimial,  18^<; 

llshling,  UniCMl  Suu»,  (iival  Ittiinin, 

1S82;  li;;li[.lixl<ir<:«,  nalifiii.tl,  [UM. 
Gt«:  iUiiiiTi listing  aiHJ   liiol,  IdoxI.  ipt;- 

tioDut,  Ddilonal;   liiiurc!*,  ohUoddI; 

plpo*,  IS*!!! ;  nalaml. 
Owtfline  tturt^,  I(S1)4. 
Oovernnr*  of  «iiKim-lio!lere. 
IIut-WRter  liMHen,  1892. 
Unata  tiimncen,  1989. 
Kvroscnc,  1S7J. 
Kitidling  nouil.  Unetiiii,  IGOl. 
H&lQliei:  I'liiicil  Suiri;  <!mt  Briuiii; 

CarittiJn:  Sweden;  iateinaiJQiHl,  18tP4. 
Parafllni!. 

Patraloom  and  its  predneu,  1874. 
Badi&Eon,  sUAOk  and  t>ot-«ati!r,  Weil- 

ern,  ISO  I. 
Beuidi  mineral  «il,  1860. 
8uuD  and  liot-waier  muter  fltlcn,  im- 

lluual,  18S9. 
St^-.iTiiie. 
Siorc.board'i,  ^oc,  naiiotial,  IS^O. 

K(<tv<->  and  raiigvi',  1872, 

SJIoru^  vupor,  nntiunal,  1934. 


II. — CII»tlC*U< 

AciiU;    ftwiM'.  citi-ii',  miirlaiic,  niiric, 
aiilpliurk',   Ainorii-aii,    ISHV;    outik, 

AlUU  I'ubii,  EiigUiiJ,  1683. 

Alkaloid*,  riiitoil  Stnic*. 

Aluiu,  Bectiuual.  1S89. 

Ainmonin,  llii9. 

Biiiiiuih  BKlti,  L'ulleO  S(ui«). 

Bioticliing' powder,  Knxlniiil,  1686. 

Boractu  BoiJ,  Unil«iJ  SlutM, 

Dorm:    Uaitci  tiutci;   Urtat  Bttulai 

I8S8. 
Ohcmical  Union,  Enxland,  HW. 
Chloiuform,  Uiiiu.<d  Slatot, 
Drug   inanutnclurvri:    L'nilcd  Siatei ; 

Canada,  1881. 
Iodine,  England,  It^BO. 
lodutoriu,  Unlkil  t^ialca,  I&SO. 
Iiiiur.  accCaUi  i>f,  IKOl. 
UcrcurLali:    as  calomel,  mrnuiTe  idIk 

limatu,«tc.,  i'uiLctl  StaiM. 
N'Knitas,  CItili,  t«84. 
Pftrii-(;rt«n,  I8SD. 
Potaah:  Ucbroiuatc  of,  Grcnl  Brit&in; 

trichloridu  of,  CnitcilfitaivMi  cliloratg, 

priHint?,  Grc4i  BriUlii.  INtiS, 
(Juimiio,  inlLTiintiunal,  ISBS. 
Kochclle  ults,  tTiiJk-d  Sutec 

Sotilanina,  Unit»d  Sul«ii, 

Soda,  bioliraniate,  United  St4t<a;  oar- 
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bonate.  mtifitli;,  England,  IfiSS;  ni- 
Irnlo  of.C)iili  nnd  En(;UnJ,  I8»t. 

Sulphur,  lulv. 

Ultniiaarlni: :  Utitud  Suus;  Ctrmanr, 

1890. 
TUitol,  1880. 

m.— vtSAta 

UwDlum,  nUiootl,  18BS. 

Swted  virc.  1981. 

ntiH:  soeilonal,  1B84:  railed  and 
sheet,  •liwt  Ucrnian  ^lT«r,  copper 
rivgU  and  burni,  Popptr  nnd  Gvrniiui- 
»ilver  «iri<,  kor<ifien«-oll  burners  AaJ 
kinp  tnismuip^  Mid  bnittd  bmu 
tubini;. 

Cofificr:  L'olil,  bolt,  rnllcO,  ali««,  ISSfi; 
ora,  Lkke  Superior,  1ST9;  Inwma- 
tkmnl.  1««7 ;  b*lk>UilM,  builen,  xinki, 
■nJ  (^Knl  wviv,  1891 ;  «tr«. 

Iron-  fouiidtM;  galT4iuM>d,  rutiaiitl, 
ISTA;  luallcablu,  national,  1683; 
tnauufacturera,  Goniunjri  X^^t ;  naU, 
l»M:  ivc,  Gcmuinr,  I9S4,  Atbntic 
cout.  188A,  Ulobl^n,  1SS3,  Santh- 
on^  l8St.  Xorthweilern,  ISttT,  Uko 
SupcHor,  18«X;  pt&  Xwlem,  S.>ath- 
«ni,  1893,  uimmI,  ISBt;  pipe*, 
tlMia  and  E*>,  IB8i;  wrouglil  JnNi, 
1887:  ilioct,  caancUcd,  Oomanj, 
IBM;  itnictuKl,  naiiunal,  1881 ; 
tub««,  IKSl :  vrirv-clulti,  naUcmal, 
ISM;  RuuUft,  ISM, 

I«ldi  V^g,  fif*i  »lie«<-U<l,  ISSBi  vlut^ 
Mtianal.  18M. 

Mica,  utkMMl,  1687. 

Kieln-L 

Qoiektilver.  CalifonlA. 

Silver  and  l««d  (RMlUnL 

Su«):  annorpUii',  BMMta«r  bmm«(iD 
txkMfie*  Bcsrtjr  iklrtj  jean),  cut- 
taga,  IftM;  i^lranlnd;  ralle  (tee 
mffle  ui<]  tnri*!);  rodi,  Unitfld 
Sum*  aJid  GeniMDy,  188S ;  rotUug- 

1\ll'.  )<iU>«n;  ARMfloUiMLllOUl,  1883; 

Kn^itk,  1BS9. 


xv.—nna  tmta  issncuixn  int 
wttmrtu  AT  iti^cmKr 

Alcoli»l. 

Ans  and  uo-pol«a. 

SeltiBi;,  Icatlier,  rubber.         • 

Blanktts  (prvM).  Annffican  Paper'Dulf 

«Ti'  FUt  and  Jacket  AHOciaiioa. 
BeMItuv  tpool*,  and    tliaubw,    ISM^ 

(or  e^lon,  woollen,  attk,  and   rinen 

mlUi. 
nalt.i,  1SS4. 
Iloie*,  iTOolcn,  Ion],   ISM ;  Wntcm 

nnd  Suutlietn. 
nridf^biiilden:   Eatttm,  1888;  fom, 

Kcbrnakiv,  Kitnias,  ll)u«nil,  IS89. 
OuUlicn'  i4e>r«r«  aikl  »U)>f>lieii,  W«*l-_ 

cni,  1880. 
Cktpct  ^ms,  Bulcni,  1 889. 
Cub'Tveittcra,  nalional.  1690. 
Cellaloii),    Ijlhmd,    ijloailc,    EutVl^ 

189a 
Chaiiw,  national,  l$6S, 
Color uutl,  Orca(  Uritaiti,  liii. 
Cotthsv:   mpc,   lwii)i>.   t'nlted  8ut 

ISTA;  RneUnd.  189S. 
CoritB. 

Caltoadaek,  national,  I8D1. 
CotlMi-«««d  oil,  natienal,  1884. 
Cfml*,  (or  oluth  and  wcvUcn  milU,  ii*> 

tlonal,  18»S. 
Da«iMka,rcnn»7lv*iila.  10881 
Emery  wbeclt,  iMtkiaiL 

nbro,  ittdunUai,  paiU,  boMt*,  meiivm^ 
wal«r-oookra,  filtere,  dc,  mtiMial, 
1888. 

File*.  18TD. 

Fltv-hrkl;  l»S. 

Ftah.«il,  BBBluuleB,  X«v  Eagland,  It 

Forg*  «MBpuiM,  naUiMMl,  1869. 

GUm  bottlta :  beer,  United  Suica,  l.BMi 
green  class,  KngBih  battle  nta«bali^ 
uirre,  1H8U. 

Glau:  Bint,Westvrn,l8Vl:no«a,e;liii* 
dor,  aBpoBihcil ;  pUic,  FrMi«)i,  18Mh 
Onrnn,  1887;   iaienxiionKi,  ISVOj 
viodo*,  187A ;  KvtiMial,  national,  Ig 
lenatioBal,  I8M. 
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Glow,  pUw,  Uod«n«ritcrt,  ISM. 

Glitc. 

(!utlA-peHlia. 

ilnrJwori!  (nftaufaciurars,  1S64. 

[.nlicl  printers. 

Lcnilicr:  bL-1tiiit%  uatiuiinl ;  buaiil,  iia- 
llorinl.  38UI ;  liltW,  KtkrthireMvrri, 
lasS;  Diciroi!oo,EiiBteiii.lssa:  pouiii, 
n*lioR&l.  lUR;  roIc,  ISOa;  Tuinnn' 
AMOoialiati,  1493;  Onk  [TaTucKt 
Lcailicr  TnnacTf,  tiationnl,  1460. 

r.iiicii  inilltt,  Guaiern,  \Vc«ti-rn,  1692. 

MdwciI  oil;  tocnl,  I8i7;  nniionnl, 
188;:  tlKuIur*.  L'uiiaJn.  1892. 

Manill.i,  inicmnliotial,  188T. 

Oil:  lubricatbR,  1874  ;  r(>r«oringl6iilh- 
et\  uicnhadvni  Hfvtj' lurniug  oil  for 
Ditncra. 

Onyx,  Htilcui,  1890, 

Papor:  locil,  Motioiiil,  imiluiial;  bigN, 
Easbeni  and  WetUrai,  1887;  bo«!c 
ftDil  ntirtjidpfr;  Imtm,  nilionil, 
ISM;  cant-lioai'd,  Ifl'JO;  ttoiir  »ii«Ln, 
188T;  »tratt;  ti«su«,  1892;  wrap. 
ping,  Wcsiem,  1818,  EHstoru.  18S1 ; 
i«ritiii;f.  national,  18SI.  rujirr- 
nmK-rt'  iru«  In  On'ot  Brilani  to 
oherk  iho  npprarion  of  tlio  Aiknli 
Im.il,  I^SB;  PapcrmakiiTdi'  FcU  nixl 
Jacket  Auocintion,  o»tioual ;  nig*, 
Eaalern,  1S8S;  wood-pulp,  Vciteni, 
1800;  Kow  Tork,  Oaatda,  EMiom, 

■1*91. 

Rich,  iiotinnal,  ISHi  or  oarlior. 

rinn«3^  carpeni«n'. 

Puii>|>«.  ualiunal,  IS*]. 

Rubber:  iicltiii;;,  1670;  cicctriu  iT«b 
goring  (for  iIiock),  itotmnal.  1803; 
gQMnmrm,  18S7:  iio)«,lBirj;  impurt- 
tn,  luibnni,  ISH;  iDKnuficturam, 
Mtion'kl.isa!-,  BnuiIpKJueen,1SD0; 
llanipi  Mill  ttMKila,  natlonnl,  l»9S. 
idpftpcT.oineiTand«mer7«bth,  flini, 
IIiir!icl.riibT,i<iiuilobUi,naUoDat,I8ST. 

Haiti,  uailoii*!,  IStlU. 

Scilw. 

S<.T«<ri;  iDschlne,  1S87;  wmH,  nitioiifll, 
intcniftlionnl. 

ScctlCn»U«ra'  t'liloit,  BngUuil,  18811. 


Sewer  pip«,  1879. 

Sewing-machines,  IMS. 

£*■  Ing-maehin*  mppltoi^  N'«w  York,  and 
X«<r£u£lknd,l8St. 

Spiriu. 

Etmw  ttniiJ. 

Rtrair-tHwnl,  1837. 

Tacks,  1875. 

Tale  tiiillo.  Kdv  Ycirb,  1808. 

Tiir,  imlional,  188fi, 

Tcoscl,  imtbnal,  ISflJ. 

Ti-xiila  iiianiifacwracf,  Ponniylvania, 
1&S0— cmhmciiiK  dr'cs*  RfnilB,  eins- 
linoif,  upliuliwry  guodi,  wixilluris, 
ranm,  climtMD,  w<jr«t»d».  d«niajtk». 

TimIs,  oJ^  AmcricAD  Ax«  aixi  Edgod 
Twl  ('vmpnn.T,  itnt'ionul.  ISCOl 

Tiiri>cnlinc,  Suutlicni,  1892. 

Tviic  fuiin^m.  nniianol,  ItiSd. 

WaKlicn,  IS6-i. 

Wiitch-miiui,  188IL 

W»1I  (oola,  for  dt,  ga«,  and  «rt«aiaii 

welU,  1880. 

WooJ,  exc«U1u>,  ■baviiij-t  lor  packings 
itailaiial,  18G9, 

Wo(nIcn.iv»rc-,  1888  or  carlirr. 

Wooii  work  big  Diacblnw,  I8B1. 

Vt'ijol  felt. 

Wrtncliw,  1875. 

r. — Tjcmic  Jisn  nuvn, 
Tib  JioaJ,  ftntM,  and  IKf^oa 

BkTclea,  LVi*0  S!uiie*.lSP3.  Etoardcf 
Traill!  fotoicri)  to  Kgulalo  price*. 

Bityclu  lirve. 

BriJKc-ljuilrkni,  18S6. 

DuSCj  pnlli,  ftlirr  triiiii,  (lallunal,  1888>. 

Cuiriiit'e  Iiutl'lert,  luiliiiiiul,  18.^4. 

rarringo  hardwarv,  IKSi. 

lUrnMa  i1cnl«Tf,  tnADufaciurant,  a*- 
ti'iiial,  IBW. 

r.tvcrjmon'i  AaMcUtlons,  local,  188t. 

raiiiii;  r  asplmlt.  Iet80;  brick,  Wmwto, 
\K.ri :  piu-i).  national.  1SH7. 

Boad-innkini;  miiL-lilniTn,  W*-H(>m.  IB'JO. 

Sa[lilli>rT  AHt-ncLiilon,  nitiniiEil,  IStil. 

8addle-ircen,  Injinna,  Uiesouii,  1692. 

WasDQS,  Iocs!,  lasi 


^^M                                                                 APPSXDtX                                                ^H 

^^H            WbMli,  WmWiv,  ISSO. 

Ccnent:  Mlaalulppivallof,  1S8S;  Biuf. 

^^H            Whip*.  niUionnl,  1802. 

vm,  18M  ;  .Vgr|]|w«stctn,  18M. 

Corn  iec'itiakvrs,  national,  1891. 

^^^H                                    Shipping 

Doom:   Nortliaatern,  168D;  national. 

^^H            BalliUl.  lUnnn^  1S63. 

1SS6. 

^^H            Cnnal-boKU,  18M. 

Tire  cngtn**,  iiicludln^  book  smI  Inddor 

^^^1            Cotton  dnek,  i&il-oloih,  natlwul,  I8S8. 

trueka,  baac.(.-«rriagi'<,  hci^lor^  rarl4. 

^^^H            Ferrin,  Kow  Tork  mi  J  Hfooldjii. 

atalioiiat7  puinpa,  and  ollttr  *iip|>1iea, 

^^^^H            Lake  cairicn,  Uull  puol,  IB80. 

I'nitcd  Slatn  and  Canada,  \^9t. 

^^^1            Ivikc  Duct  Trust. 

Olu(.  nmlonitl.  ]8M,                            ^^H 

^^^^1             Murine  initininri;,  1861!. 

^^^H          Nant  uorvB. 

Urpiuni  atitocu,  Kaitvm,  XortlivcsMini, 

^^^^1           Oeoan  ■[ntnor* :  Eirrajionn,  Ailaitr,  «iiil 

IBM, 

^^^^B                 Atn«ri««ii  1    Gorman   tlvanuiiiip  com- 

Illni^ca.  1S7». 

^^^1                  pADloR,  IS»I. 

I.liiic,  We*t«m,  1883. 

^^^^B            PiluU)^  NeiT  Yarli,San  Fruncitca 

Luinlicr;    California  ptne,  1863;    Oali* 

^^^H           Steamboats:  in  tlir  Oiijciannii  and  Nen 

foniia    mltt'ooil.     1 S8S ;     Chkagp  ; 

^^^H               Orlvitiu  trsiU-.  1B84 :  fbrwnoliiig  liiiM 

UiKiTMipjii     rtilfv ;     X'irthvpeicm, 

^^^H               along  the  Iludutit  RJTDr,  18f  1. 

ItL^O;    Podfic  MUii,    Us:^:   yMplar, 

1889;    I>i>];cl   SooiiO,    ISB);    vvllow 

^^^^^P                        Atjfmuft 

pint;  S«iit)]«rii,  1SII4,  KailctB,  1891  ; 

^^^^^^   Ou4xl«a,  1800, 

^^^^P         ChMpriTfgi,  »t«cl,  Ratlonil,  IS97. 

dcalcra,  national.  1878, 

Kalb:    rcuiitj-li-ania,    IdVS;    \V««tvni 

^^^^T          Car*,  fivlstit  rtiitt  cmtll*. 

Ataociaticin,    1883;    AtUnlie    £utci 

^^^1            RIn-atuH,  i^iti.  local,  W«t«rn,  1887. 

AiaoolBllDn,  ISaS. 

^^^^1             BxpnM  c«in|innlc*. 

Pdiiit. 

^^^H           LocwnoiiTcf :    naLioiiiil,    ISVS;    boiler 

Pta«t«r,  national.  18VI. 

^^^1               flues,  ie;6;  ti^l^  nuilond,  ISK. 

Buoflnx:    fvH;    Ittni;    jhIoIi,  ViTtnont, 

^^^H           BAllrtHil:  pooU,  rmRlit  >ni]  fiaiofiipr, 

tialional.  1887. 

^^^H               HdioiwI.  iitnidunl ;  Kttiem  lUilroad 

SaiiUaiT  pottery. 

^^^1              Anocuiion,  of  8(iO  milraBilt,  to  figlii 

Saab,  doora,  and  blind*,  national 

^^^B                   |W|MU. 

S«w«r  ptpM.  national,  1BS4. 

^^H          Sl«al  Blecptn,   1(8«;   lU^I  rdU,  h- 

SloDo:    biowu    atone.    Lake  ftipetior. 

^^^H 

leOO,    Ncir   York,   1981:  nii-atona 

^^^K^^   SitiMil  nllwAfa,  locftt,  MctiontL 

■inarrv  oaiicn,  Weatern,  1893:  free. 

atone  ;  grauito,  lution&l,  I8S1 ;  lim^ 

^^^^^^F 

Mono,  rulible,  and  flag,  Illinois.  IBHt 

marble,  WMtcm  dealer*,  I8S5,  V«t- 

^^^B           AobMto*,  for  painU.  rooflo);,  «tMiu^p« 

iBuiit   tnirlil^   qtiarnva,   184^9;  »and- 

^^^H               anil  boiler  cororinp,  1891. 

atone,  Xeir  York.  1883. 

^^^H           BcaicM  anil  clMnitela,  lr«a  and  aWel.  na- 

Strnciural  aieel.                                          , 

^^^H               ikinil. 

StiKvo,  1883.                                       ^H 

^^^H           DllniU:  NunhvMiem,  1883;  nadonal. 

Tamlth  ibaltre,  national,  1888.         ^^| 

^^H 

Wall-paper;  Balioaal,   187V;   inutn*- 

^^^H           Draa*.    RnD,    [•Inntiiiig,    atoam,    waiet 
^^H            Ikick!  local,  a«tilanat,  IBH;  tliivaso, 

tJoonl,  188). 

rii.— ra«¥  xm  n-axTanos 

^^^H               Vow  Yurk,  Nitw  ianty.  VftMapO* 

Afrnnlural  Implomouia,  inaniitiK'tiiivra, 

^^K^        (SUt*).  pn-iMd  tiilelt,  IHNl 

dcakra,  1S91. 

^^^ 

APPBSmX                                                B41                    1 

Itind«ra,  IIiirTeAl4>r  TruM,  18dS. 
Cbiinii,  I»SI, 
Curn-liiivvfiun,  natiunul,  1892. 

iz. — "m  nor  mujoi  roitkk  tbx 

WCMUJi" 

L         CnUnii  lini^iiifC,  18H8. 

'        Cnnan  fKt***^  IochI,  1802. 

Aminiimiioti,  18S8. 

Arm*.  1883. 

Drain  \iW,  liiJiftnn,  I99i. 

CarliiJgca,  natjoaal,  ISM. 

Fcriciiit;,  barbnl  nirc,  nulimitil.  1881. 

DjiiHiiite,  Oermanj. 

Ft-rtilin'rs:  ISsS;  euaiio:  mciiliod 

lTi  oil. 

PlrewoikH,  nalloual,  1890. 

^'t!n' KntflaiMl,  ISSl;  |>lic)i|ilml4r.Siiutli 

(iuiitiun  iUt,  iialioiial,  ItlTS. 

Cnrollim.  18H7;  CiuaJi,  ISOO; 

Flor- 

Gim».  \^-i. 

Idn.  18^1. 

SlioUtowerooii)paniet,niti(mitl,  ISn. 

Ffnk-.  iwit-li:il,  IS'JO. 

Hanww  miiiiuliictui-ci'*,  nntlooal, 

1390. 

X.—V09,  THK  vtatets 

llarvcsiiiig-iiiuL'liini-s,  natiotial,  1688. 

BarbnA,Kali<iniilToijBonal  FariorOsa- 

IlnT'pri'Mca,  nniiniiEil,  ISSU. 

paiir,  orjpinutofl  lo  csubllxh  barbtr 

Ilaf  MoU,  WeiiDni  tnd  KonhwMicni, 

■Itofiii  In  all  Lhc  large  dtles  nf  llie 

18M. 

iriihci]  StBiM,  1800. 

HoA,  lutionat,  ISWh 

Biitti-11*. 

I)«it«-ln'UBhc*,  prifoD-nudr,  18S9 

C^lk-o,  Kncloml,  ISVl. 

Jute  :;niiii  b)Lj»,  imiioiml,  I8S8. 

Cloib(»bruali»,  iirittuti-nindr,  188V. 

Munt"^.  H.-itlannl,  I8U. 

Coal  and  cloak   tnaniilnct-iiKit:    New 

I*ailt.  lititP  ttu«t.  imiioual,  1883. 

York,  188S;  Chluagn.  1893. 

P»rw  pt»ii. 

Collan  and  (iifftt,  Kew  Tork,  1990. 

Piouglm,  XoclTiWMltrrn,  1884. 

Gotten;    Kitj^luiid,    1390;    FjII    RirCf; 

Rakv3,  iiaiiuntU,  1890. 

SuuUi«ru  luilU,  181il;  tlireail  (ipiwl- 

Rctpcrf,  1883. 

eotlon).  18«S. 

}kTtli»niaken,  iialiunal,  1881. 

Dlaiuuiid* :  tilings  In  ^uib  Africa ;  dMl> 

Shot«U,  nationnl,  1  >i9». 

m*  ill  Kiiropo,  l)i!i9. 

Snatli  mnnufitciiirvr^  naiionul,  1891. 

OKfi-gciodii,  I'cnitBjtvanlE,  1886. 

Tliic*biiig  -ttulclIiD«l^    nalioiial, 

1890, 

Fur*. 

1601. 

GbisliA'iiia.  FcnnfylrauU,  188e. 

Tnliir.  btiKllDf,  lfi&7. 

Gloria,  Ntw  Tork. 

Vdiiflcs. 

iUtk:  fur,  18SA;  wonlltTi,  iiaiianal. 
Kult  goota :  N«(r  Y«Tk.  18S4 ;  Wwwni, 

xm.—KnmL,  LTDiiiiLT,  kva  cocmxo- 

1880. 

IIUUV 

J«i«rcilcrt,  national. 

Blank-bovk*.  1888. 

LuiitiUriM:  (Jhicngo;   C'liincttc  LaoBiirj 

£qtcIqi>m,  nss. 

Union,  Vow  York  Clcf,   188D;  8«. 

LMi].;ieuc>ltt,  1678. 

TAub.  1898. 

I.iihoitnpliia  prinum.  imlionil,  1893. 

rnckol-knivc-i.  nalionnl,  IfttlS. 

N(iveliifi'«(i«r.L-otered"lihniriM", 

,1890. 

Kilibutm,  untiuiial,  1892. 

Sehcml-tio'jki,  n&tinniil,  Ii^M. 

Itubfai>r  boota  and  tlia««,  natlooal,  IMS. 

School-furniliiro,  tmlidual,  1803. 

Scftl-tkin,  national,  ISOS. 

£laU«  KD-J  iUt»-|>ciicils,  nntionnl, 

19ST. 

ShitU  :  Tw.  N'««  York  Cilr,  I8M, 

Subscriptku  •  tMoki,     lucnt,    BccLiuiiul, 

tilioe:    inatiufarluiera,  iialiiNiHl,    1BS7; 

iioia. 

rcullL>rR,   titii    Eriglanil,    ]s8fi,  00* 

Tirpc-fuuiidtn,  natianal,  1888. 

liunal,  1S80. 

T^jiff.niiiprji. 

Silk;      mannrBclnTOrd,      tnwmaUoinI. 

Wriliu^  paficr,  national,  1S84. 

Knne« ,  EogUiiJ,    llaly,    t>«rinau>', 

^         542                                            AlfSSDIX                                             ^H 

^^^H               189A;  ■ctrin^  notiiiiial,    1687;  Hit- 

U)iUolatei7  cooda,  leicitc  nuiiitifaotnr*  1 

^^H               ban,  1S8I. 

CM,  I^cnnajrlnRlB.  1686.                            1 

^^^1           Trunk*.  iioCionaF,  1S92. 

Wiuilutf  ilmtka,  1888.                                  1 

^^^H           Uintinllas,  Knsum,  18Ut. 

^ 

^^^H           WoikIi:  iiiiinuf«etar«r«,iuak«M  nntljcvr. 

7%t  KUt/tM                   ^^M 

^^^H              «»vr*,  natiunal,  ll^SRi  Xnbuniil  Ah- 

^^^M 

^^^H               Kwiaiion    al   Jobbcni   at  Ainc-rimu 

nocticD.                               ^^H 

^^^1               Walchcs  aaJ  Cast-^  tSSfl. 

Blooms,  1886.                                      ^^ 

^^^H           Woolloira:  manurai^iiiiTr*.  18Jt3;  nor- 

Bruilio,  BcmbbinK,  pri*aiii-ina>l«,  1 88B. 

^^^H                 tt^s,  jnrnB,  IMuiiii  Ivaiiiti,  IS8S. 

Chapplng-bowla,  mKNleii-virr,  iialioaftl. 

ISSI. 

^^^H                     XI.— ntfOKiiiii  AKo  iiniitKt^ia 

Cro«k«Tr,  mtloual,  ISSS. 

^^^H           BctT,  I'lkliFd   Btalct  Brtircra'  Astocla- 

b>ul(->^  1S«1. 

^^^H 

Oltaft-K'iite,  lass. 

^^^1           C3iiiinp.isiii<,     Now  York    Cltr,   ISStf; 

FloUntr-nHm,  priifoli-mn<lp,  11(88, 

^^^1               Franiw,  IS9I. 

Kuekra,  flbru  inii%  nntioitnl,  18S8. 

^^^H           Moorachniitn  pipo^  N'cw  Jorw;,  ISOli. 

K Ct (!(•■,  pri»nB.nin I Ir.  IHSS. 

^^^H            lioiia  raunlnins,  Ib'OO. 

Lamp-cliiniDc}'*,  1883. 

^^^H           ^-Ukiuiii,  U)>iD  iriisC  ualiouftl,  18SS. 

Muiii>ar«ii,  Hbr*  IrufI,  uallonal,  18SS, 

^^^H           Tnlinwo  nii'l  cigun,  local,  Mclioiii^,  n.i- 

PnnB  atid  pot»,  prtsuig-niade,  }(H9. 

^^^1                llonul.  1982;  t-igDfftIV*,  1S80. 

Pouio-iDiMlier*,  nooilea-ivaic,  liiitlonAl, 

^^^H            Watfn,  iiiili«nil,  nnlionnl,  I8H9. 

1884. 

^^^1           Wlii*ko;>    and    "daiDcutie"  — or    ftKl> 

Potlcrjr,  rcllor-nare,  Datlonil,  I88it. 

^^^H                iicinl — bniiidj,   c'liii,   gill,    antl    cor- 

Sink)^  eoppvr. 

^^^H              dliUa  niBilo  Sn  IiuSuiion  ol  the  ){'-''>• 

BuuBpeJ-ware,  nallOMl,  1863. 

^^^H             uiim 

Tln-Huc:nittloual,18B3;Kuylbh.  ISRD. 

^^^H           WiiBc-groweni,  CLiirornin,  1889. 

WaUr^ctKilerii,  Rlter^  |nil«>  Abtv  iruit. 

nnllonil,  liUM. 

Wiiivrjmila,     vMHien-n-nre,     aaiiomI, 

^^^^^H         XII.— "  iiovK,  0inin  BOMi" 

IHfA. 

^^^^^^^P                         In  GtvtraC 

Wwslca-narc,  oatioaal,  16S1. 

^^^H         Oudlaa^conl,  furnace*,  ens,  uil,  mntcli- 

fjaundiy                        ^^^M 

^^^H               n,  raniia,   BUim,  cto.  i*te  Liglit, 

Bom.                                          ^H 

^^^H               )li*fLt.  mid  Paner). 

Clallia-piui,  New  York,  188$.             ^^M 

^^^B           Carpuu :    Knitom,  ISU ;  BruMli,  In. 

CI«tlW(-vTlngcrs.                                   ^^H 

^^H               |;rtiii. 

Swip,  iiiilioiial,  1&9C>.                            ^^1 

^^^H          Cliain:  «anv,     1689;    nuuufncturen, 

B«U.  IS64.                                           ^ 

^^^H              W»tcrn,  lBi60:  Hnu, fKirforalml, na- 

SiarclK  Wmitni,  1682;  aDtMul,  ISMi 

^^H              lionnl.  ItUS. 

Wialibonnlt,  Now  York,  I8SS. 

^^^H            Fnniiluru ;     ii*iiou«l,     188S ;     Ctiicaga 

Wasli-tulM,  wocdm-watv.  nalJoKal,  18U. 

^^^H              ■i>nu(itatiir«r9,  l^i&;  rctailcnt,  N«w 

Wosliitif;  mBcMn««,  nnttoiiul,  ISVl. 

^^^1                BnslnDil,  tm>l-,  itaiioniil,  INIiy. 

Walcrlu);*,  Gbr«  Irtllt,  UkUouftl.  168B. 

^^H           nair-cloll,  Klioile  Iilond,  litiM. 

Zinc  •hccC,  1690.                                 ^m 

^^^1           Oi1-«Ioiti,  utils  mid  *biir,  Oll-ctoih  A>- 

^^H 

^^^1              Mciiitlon,  1887. 

AtnlllJp.l9«M                        ^^H 

^^H           I*>ilii.  n)m)  Irntt,  iiatioml,  18W, 

Biillcr-dbhM,  1B86.                              ^H 

^^H           Soip,  nntiona],  ISVO. 

Ciana,  KugUnd,  IBM.                           ^H 

^^^^          Upli^liUrara'  Mt 

titau  bitte-mnv  189«,                         ^H 

\ 


PUtcd-mr*. 

SilTcr-plntrtl  vara, 

BlviT-wnrv.  nailanal,  1S9S. 

Tdbic  ctitli-ry,  nntiutiBl,  ISSl. 

T.iblo  rdli'liiili.  iintiiliiil,  I8S8, 

Tublcs,  L-it«m(Oii-ul>lL-i,  imilonal,  1893. 

Fw  vnrpttA,  furniture,  uplivlitcrj,  etc., 
npii  iiiidiT  "In (iPtirml,"  nliovi;. 

HuMet  l.niiilirctitilii.  wcKtl  Telt,  ISM. 

M'ltnc.  bcxiliN  fliicl  inicrumonu,  Bi»ton. 
N»«  York,  Chicsf^o,  Cinpinneili,  ISM. 

Orgrviii>,  local,  icciIoiiaI,  189D. 

Pai'liir  framu  iiiaiiuraciUTVrs. 

T'urlor  funiUurc,  WciKrii  A*Mot>tioii, 

isefl. 

PiaiiMk  local,  BDctlonal,  ISSV;  uvlinnnl, 

iaa-1- 

Pianu.(>ovcn\  »<wl  fult,  1988. 
Pieiurr-fMinw,  IBflO. 
Hn!!\  Kiuu'ni,  1S63. 
T*!*!*'-!!!)™!!!.  iTOol  felt,  1888. 
Tnpeili'lc^  Eft«lcrD,  1863. 

lUlli  tulx  (mc  "  Copper"}. 

ftiiiiurv. wiire.  I8ft9. 

Siiuu^et,  f  loiiiln.  New  Tork,  180S. 

iMrwm 

LliintiM,  Pounttlriknin,  ISSD. 
Loukiiigt;I(LM:  Frciicli    tllvcred  pblc- 

glass,  I. sua;  ricniinn,  natinnut,  ISST; 

intetnniioitHl,  law. 
Spring  liiijM,  iinliiinnl,  1S9(>. 
Wire    in,ittri>»f:    Nurl  lives  ton,  ISSA; 

Q&lionnI,  leoa. 

lin. — "  ovK  D*iLT  nnKAn  " 

Draid,    tiiiKul^    oravhvr?,    locul,    »a> 

ilonil,  notioniil. 
UuCUr,  lovnl,  t86l>. 
C'IIiJf,  local,  national,  ISM. 
Caanctl  pood* :  WvatDrn,  IBM ;  naliono], 

I8SII ;  C&IiforiU  milled  Cmit,  1601. 
Ciller  nnil  rilii-car,  nntiuniil,  l6Si. 
CiiOw,  New  Votk.  I8i58. 
Com  iMul,  VVuHCMi,  ItlM. 


Cotton -*c«i  oil, 

Purj  A»(K>i:iBtivii,  naliofial,  IB9S. 

E^CKS,  local,  ill  I'nitci]  StAtoa  riiO  Otut'U. 

Flail :  GTi),''»tiiJ,  1749  ami  Ii«fgrc:  X<rv 
Yoik  an'i  Kvw  Engknil,  18D3;  mIhi- 
on,  Aiikkn.  1891;  oKlrnon  mnti«n 
r.r  lU  Pai-iHv  i>M«t,  lftt>!l;  ianlin«*, 
Eut«ti>,  IS6S  ;  intcrnolioiial,  18W); 
tardino  caniicricf,  Canada,  I&9S. 

Flaur:  CniKil  Sutc*,  Xaiiiiiial  Uillan* 
Awocistlon,  imS:  vliiur  >b«at 
iiiilU,  iintiiinu],  ISS3;  ^ptinj^  whtat 
miiU  nf  lh«  Uiiitt^il  .SutM ;  inilkre  ot 
nortlicaat  Kiiclnii'l,  ]§Sl>;  rj«  fl^itr, 
local,  t30t;  Huur-iuilltt  uf  Utah  ani 
Colorndo,  UJUS. 

fuchl  UaQufactururi'  Auuclatiou,  Unitw) 
SutM,  l»9l. 

fiuit:  banaiin),  SouCliem,  IBS9;  Cali- 
furiiia  fruit -growon,  IHtt;  cniibcr- 
riro,  Unpu  Cml.  IS88  ;  Gnglatid.  18&I ; 
Fluilila,  ISbll:  torei^ni  (ruil,  N«ir 
Turk,  IHM  ;  rrduiinJu  A«sncl>Iiou, 
^l'll'  Yoilf,  3882;  rruit<giwerf  of 
thuKaMr.matiil  Uidilln  SlalMOgaiut 
cuii»»b«!un  .  miTvImuts,  ISST;  pns 
■enci  Olid  julliui,  !V«(litrii,  1883; 
AiaiH'ioaa?rascrv(tr»*Cuni|iaiiv,  18S9; 
praiiM.  Cntifornla  ;  atrawbeTrj-gnm. 
«n,  WlMcmaiii,  IfiSS;  walfnneloBl. 
Indiana,  Sauib  Canltna,  1S89. 

Orap*.)rTO"«r«,  ii6rth«ra  OI,i«,  18M. 

Okicoi-i  :  whulcfale,  ruuitl ;  Iviai,  »oa- 
lional,  natlnnnl. 

llonfv.  Ii)c;il,  1S88. 

Ice:  kcal.  HL-tituLiil,  188.1;  artificial, 
SuUlheni,  IdM), 

Lnrd- refiner*,  Kitttn,  18S7. 

Mviil  bikI  OiUlv:  Wf,  miitton,  porlc; 
Dulcitrm'  Naiionol  i'mlmlre  A*> 
HOcinlloLi ;  Cliicii^o  |iai:k4rrti ;  Inter- 
■uuunlaui  Kiork  ■  giuwor*'  Atracla- 
tloii,  Utah,  I89S:  liit«niational  Cattle 
Bang*  AaWMiation;  t.ive.tlock  Am»- 
oiaiion,  ]»8Ti  N«rtliweiii  Tuxa*  Lite- 
•tork  AModaliun,  IClTd;  Wvf>l«ni 
Knima  Stack  ■  giuwiTa'  AsMici^tiirn, 
1898;  Wfoming  Stock  ■groven'  St- 
•oduiuu,  ISit. 
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Blilk;  local,  wttiMkl.  ISSS;  eonilensed 

milk,  N\-<r  Turk.  llUnvi*.  I8»l. 
OBtniml.  ISdS;  Ctinailit,  1887. 

O.mcrf.  IotbI.  IS^Q. 

FmhhU.  18»B. 

PMtt«ii,  tit.i)<Mti>l,  ISUl. 

PnjJucT :     I'roJupif    C»in(nl««i»ii  -  mor- 

cUuntf,   eiglil    lurj;*    citlci  —  Ktirlli, 

eouth.  East,  Wcfi,  isasi ;  yVeU,  IMS. 
SAblnn,  Citlirarnu,  IKM. 
Kii<«-iiitll»,  Sauili»M.  IS88. 
Bait:  rMb:  Enj^lixh  E-ilt  Union,  IBSS; 

iotcmali^n*),  I'njtoil  Suim  and  Con- 

aik,  IfrSO;  CttDii.I<»,  ISOI. 
Sugnr:    IlBwaii,  ISTA;    Tiiiied  BttUi, 

18S7.   Glticoio,  iiallnnal,  IMS;  inlcr- 

natioiiil,  isei. 

"  XIV.— un  i5D  DRATfl 

ArtlllcUl  teeth,  TJaited  Slat««,  I8S9. 

Ouwr-iiil,  1865. 

Gocok-nul    oil,    AmeriiHin    iinportcni, 

1881. 
CoffloH,  Nniionni  burial  -  OSM  Auooia* 

Uen,  IBS*. 
Dental  maohinM  »&(!  aiippIlM,  CnitcJ 

Dnigs:  iic^ui-teni  dnig^lA, rcull, mc- 
lionai,  iialconiil,  18K3;  wholentle,  mc- 
lioiMl,  natlunnl,  1SS4  ;  Caii.ids,  18T4  ; 
mniiuhL-lureni,  iintionKl,  1S84. 

Ergo*,  18»1. 


Cljcerine,  N«w  Tork,  18S8. 

Idfu  iii*ur*Bv«,  tS33,  notional,  1991. 

Patent  iDcJIciiiEn,  nalimial,  1684. 

rcpuMnnlnt,  local,  IS87. 

Quiniiu,  IS81 

Tombstond,  local,  Broobljo,  Chicago, 

YMvliiie. 

Xr.— UISCCLUHEODS 

Atlilptic  clitb*,  MV3,  to  rvilim  char 

randc  III  prlie-flghicra  tor  eihibitic 
Ittuc-batl,  ntiiiuiial,  1676. 
BilUard'Ublct  and  fainllun<,  IftSi. 
Ilill-po«t^*,UDiu4ii|at««,t.'iiia<lii,|87S, 
DiiiiD  muicuiiut,  DHtinual,  16S3. 
I.and1ord>'  Unloa,    Iiondon,    Bngland, 

Naoa-doalrni,    1884;  nowtpapera,  Ab- 
■odatod   Prctf,  L'uiled  I*raw;    *co- 

litjiinl,  national, 
Pliotu^rnplivn,  iiatiuna],  1869, 
ria>'iTi);-ciiti]«. 

rriiiieni,  ahuir  and  job,  18M. 
Racing  Irasi,  ]m<k«j  club.  U1I4. 
IL-Uiilcr*,    1801.      SmM    retail    ttoni- 

hecpcrji  of  KuTiras  CitT  ]>r«>{<.'st  af;aiut 

ntainiDotlt  dcpiriiuciil  twrea. 
Safee,  national,  16»2. 
TliMtricnl    truit.    Intcnttaui    Atnu 

meul  CompatJ.v.  Spi-iugdcld,  III.,  188 
WnreliouiM;  Brookli-n,  IKSV ;  nati 

1891. 
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Asrsivx  hnguge,  vsa  of,  XI9, 460. 
Acuta  Oil  Compftiij,  S*iiiud  Vut  S^k«l 

AdAmi,  II.  Ciquotcil  on  muaiclpftl  mo- 

iiupolii.'?!.  S2!. 
AiiulWTai.ion  of  liquOM,  J7. 
Advice  ot  cuudmI,  249. 
Aloohol  In  Indnstrf  and  polltio,  SD. 
Allcii,  W.  T.,  aupplsownwl  rrport  «n 

aiiKD,r>(nint  bribctr,  401. 
Amcrluui,  urif,  lefinera  at  pttroleam, 

S9. 
Amwiwiii  Tninefpr  CompHii;   receivea 

from  i(f  ca  3S  mmics  |ier  barrel  on  D,tl 

oil  Hliipficd  Itr  cninpolitnrn,  DO  ;   tli9 

8uuili    Iiuprovvutoiil  Ouiuponj  r««)> 

gicar*  In.  Kh)  ;  fftUc  mnp  of,  bofoTC 

Nr»  York  LeKiiUtura^  ICM. 
ADtlrews,  E.  DMijamin,  an  prioot  under 

monopotf,  438;  on  oiUtiust  prioM, 

*:ii)  n. 
ArionvtiKiiu  circular),  in    war   against 

Tul'odo.  327. 
jt  niTii-ial  lii)uur>,  S7. 
Ali'liiKrn.  Tniwlin  mid   S«nu  Fi  Itall- 

mi'l   If  iif.,  Willinm    C.   Biaiwll   N., 

4TU. 
Atkiaiv   and  Great  Wcitvni  lUitrokd 

and  Suulli    Iuni>r(iveni«ut  Coupaa;, 

48.  nO:w»rof  1677,88, 
Auuctiey  ■  Oeneral.    of     Peaoiylvania, 

ninnag«ra«Bt      of     tBi-ca*a    ag&in»t 

tiunilard  Oil  Oompu;  bf,  170-81; 

pf  Onitod  Statm,  on  wonopolj,  S7; 

n-pun  (or  18VS,  S,  A;  oaMa  agaliin 

lliT  sugar  trugt,  4(H. 


Bad  gil,  403-19. 

Baltimore  aiid  Ohio^  anil  rallhud  nu 
of  lf)i7,  Sa:cla*c()tlalliiiiure  toinile- 
pentlvnl  Rhlppcn,  IDS;  vUfadrawa 
nil««,a3l ;  frdghtagbuieawpuifraai 

BaliiiooM  dtwcd  M  Indcptudont  ahlp- 

pen  hy  Bakimore  and  Ohio  Rallroaid, 

in^:  Mlcof  rtDDcric«at.42t. 
Hank  vf  EngUud'a  lucoino  ouinparad 

Willi  an  Amprii-an  mlllinnnirti'K.  409. 
llantcem  iiiii0miiiOi.'<i    tot   •ritbilMwlng 

liiiia  iiti  Tcili>i!ii  tioiiJi>,  t'it. 
BankruptcY  of  ail  rcltiicriea  in  1S78| 

00;  I87»-ya.  4a5-*IiX. 
Baptal,  Itie  .VufionaA  quoted,  841. 
Barrel   ahiptn«n1ii  b&Avc  tot  railroada 

than  unica,  138,  Kill;  dwiroj-tMl  bj 

nilmaili,  tsa 
Barrclt,  Juduc  dvBaea   motKiiwlf,  St 

on  sugar  initt,  3,  4. 
BaUium  rcfoaM  RjiiliAchild  pvnuiMiwa 

lo  lajr  pipe  line,  443. 
BaM«f,  Judge,  declaion  on  rcliauc  paid 

«tl  cambination,  tU7. 
B<t,  (jmaha  l>iii/</,  Jnvnilgaka  oil  In- 

epcciiou  vf  Ni.-))rseka,  414. 
Beef,  cotnMnntinn  of   parkm  of,  88, 

ae ;  prlc<(>  o(.  under  wrabiraiioii,  SO. 
Belgium,  4»7. 
B»rnh<niiii>r,    fiiniAn,    tMiimoii*  •«    lo 

al>uiidaiio«  u(  oupiul  for  varly  rvfia- 

ns,41. 
"  Big  Four  "  wnibiaitioa,  8G. 


646 


i^•DEX 


Biuiitj.  E.  W.,  (luolwl,  40. 
'  Bif«ijit  AattaduUnn,  Xi>. 
BlM^II.    WillUni  C.  VI.   AKhbon.  To- 

pclm  anil  &tita  Ko  Riulrand  tf  it/., 

479. 
-  Black-mail,  whtn  «om[>ctiticin  !■,  91S. 
Bl|]i>il-billiiig,  SSe  i   kLippcra  boauliud 

li;,  deny.  jtai. 
Bloiiiii.  Kepreaenuiire,  00  tntnidiei  twd 

Lrihi-ry,  3B4. 
Bolsi'l  &    DaI«    N.  Nalloiul    Traaall 

Boudi  not  tu  rcfiac,  TO.  80. 

Uooki,  naiura.l-g«a  coiupituica  nlll  aot 

•hciw,:t4ia;  alliroil  k«i-|i3  nuni-, -161). 
Bocion,  Suutli  liupit>Tpnieiil    CompiLp; 

ritfti   tu,  47 :    firo  lo&rsliiil    uii   bail 

<i>l,4II  ;  {ii-ii.-v«  of  oil  n)>lu«»d   from 

SO  t«  B  bv  com  petition,  A^'i. 
BuTtvlt,  of  buioheis  Uj  pAcktn'  coni- 

bliMtion,  3r> ;  how  working-men  were 

IwiiUlioil  for.  2S7. 
Bajlp,  P.  C,  Ohiaiw,  3S4. 
BreuJ  Unii>D  iu  London,  80. 
Brvnan,  OongrtM*  of  Olitmbvrt  of  Ootu- 

mcree,  lOfl, 
Biiberjr  of  jurors,  X86;  of  Congress  bj 

Pitctlic  Mail  Sliiamiihip  Onlnpanf,  314. 
Britiili  guTeriiiDUiit  luwuiii  ust  on  oil, 

43r<. 
Brooklrn,  voiiaoUdatiou  ot  ttn«t-reil- 

"»J», ». 
Bruiidivd  ft  at.  M.  Rioe.  23». 
Buflixla.  ciplniion  in  HntUitwt*  r«nii- 

CFjr.SnO:  |iiji«  liNo  M,  doKtPOTed,  SBI; 

priifN  r«4i<ic<'(l  bf  mmpotiiioii,  421. 
Bull!,  Iticliiinlsun  *■.,  1*1. 
SMiin,  Sew  Yuii  i)ur7_j  ftmmww/, 

oil  ail-lruHt  prlou,  i'M  n, ;  iiii  lugnr 

tru*t,  !12,  41V. 
Bunliek  bill,  I'onnijlFaiiia  Lvginlnturi!, 

ise. 

Burl«.I  Cam,  Vttion*]  Afudotion,  SI. 
BiuiinM,  potltive  of,  403 ;  *'  tbi>  bolonga 

to  tin,"  tSi ;  goldoii  rule  of,  41M ;  tuus 

Into  mnnopotf.  &12. 
Biitrlien,  inilrpoiidpiit,  tefiited  cm  \if 

Krio  lUllroad,  SA;   N'atjooil  PiotM- 

il>e  AsMCJBtlon,  M. 


Bullcrvorlli,  Bciijunln,  rci)rewnM  Ohk) 
bvfntr  th«  ITintRd  Suiv*  Scoato  In 
the  I'ariie  niBtter,  376. 

Buyer,  lUo  oiilf,  infuticii  to  bov,  106; 
onl;  on»,  in  Uhlo,  107. 

Catl,    San    FiiLiicUco,   on    conuncrcial 

Irmi;  witli  Cliiuo,  iiv, 
Cainpalgi)    cuiiirjbutloDs   frou   tnuta, 

40S. 
CumpbeJI,   It.   6.,   ivtas    outbreak    at 

PurkoT,  lOe, 
Cluadk  uil  iutensu  ttlacked  b.T  Amer- 
ican combliiAllon,  12;  ivUU  ooaUdoU- 

CM*  UMtiKiuiaiu,  lA;  tirooere'  Galld. 

Sill  Paillaniauiar?  debate  on  Anwr. 

loan  oil  pricci,  4St ;   I'atiianMtnt  r*. 

dite<«a    (arid    m    I8'J4,  13S;    liiMDM 

miinskr  fi^rora  American  oil    tnisl, 

4SB. 
Ctaadlan  Cupper  Cotik|>iinT,  litlgallou 

«iiiuiig«liHkhuldem,  40ii. 
Cnnal,  lndep«ndciit  sbipiwra  Hnp«  by, 

90  :  UukbvaU  (or,  Oi ;  nilroad  mif 

againNl,  VT. 
Oinwr.  Iionpiwl  fir,  cndo»c<l,  161. 
Caplul,  of  couibijiaituu*.  4 :  eujr  for 

oarl;  ivnnenf  lo  i:«t,4l ;«(  ail  contbl- 

iintiua,  137. 
Crirlvl*,  ThnraM,  on  Kutntf  fredom  in 

Amemv,  Olttf. 
Curt,  itfunal  of,  by  nllroada  to  faid^ 

pL-iidcnt»lir|>iKr»,  12.  Kl,  94,  IM 
Carter,  J.  J.,  ui.  Pro'limn'  and  RoRn- 

on'  Oil  Cbiiipuiiy,  I.iuii(«l.  Iftl,  444. 
CaMAtt,  A.  J.,  tMlimort;  ounuamiiif  rail- 
road war  of  1817)  8B;  on  lower  mte* 

Vo  SuiiJard  Oil  Compaar,  M.  iiJ; 

iin  rrfutal  ol  cara  and  ratoe,  M ;  on 

cbeajiueM  of  oil.  416. 
Ualtle  cutuliiualiuii,  C,  3S;  vnltk\  rail- 

mad  [kf«C*rcnDe«  In,  33;  diwliiie  ta 

priM*  of,  34 ;  ibTppeni  diMrJmiuated 

agiiuit  by  Uio  niilruadl,  St. 
CuuU  lUiiBvAaiwiation,  lul«ni«tion«l, 

114, 
C«D*u«.  Cnitw]  .Slatoa,on  peirolnum,  8>i 

lugar  tnti  Kfufca  lo  aniwtr  (|ae» 

liou,  401. 
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Charitr  ie«reue)i  imiler  moQOpolv,  CDS. 
C7hon]>n«M  of  ail,  420;  unilor lU«  Cnwu, 

HUI  n. ;  ho<Tprodiici)d,-ie4-Cn(  •Mljr- 

*tt  uf,  600. 
ChicABO    an<l    Korlli<rMUm    lUitrwil, 

diugM  for  «II  and  ailh  «om|nr«d, 

481. 
Cklngn,  numl«r  nl  dr,v-0MH(  *tora«  in, 

in  IHJ-l.'tKS:  L'liiuii  Slock  Yatda,  nc- 

CTVOJUlt  iDOWtll-Tshipof  iU  (llOr.-k,*((7. 

Chinn,  Goimncrcinl  itvatj  wjlii,  448. 

Churob  ami  wcaUli,  -it>l. 

Cincinnati,  Sev  Orleans  tuii  Teiaa 
Paciao  Sailw&r.  Uhio  m.,  ita-.  "  mia. 
Ukm,"  SSI. 

Cnciiinnti,  WaalilngUm  and  Baltimore 
Railway,  Ohio  <■•„  330. 

Oirculan,  anonymouh  in  war  agalatt 
Toledo.  32T. 

Clam nn-r fur  tliviileudi,  IQI. 

ClarlDQ  CoJiniV,  PijnnarlvanU,  Inillct- 
tn<'nt  (rf  m^'Mibcn  of  Sinnilknl  Oil 
C^mpauj.  tT".  WHi  Su)i(»m*  Couit 
o(  I^oijlnuia  iiitcr(urc«,  ISO. 

Clark.  Ilanure  F..  uo  Soiitli  Iniprorc. 
ni«Ti[  Companj  rwntract,  00. 

Clovliirid,  (liiaitvaiiUgei  ot.  Tor  the  Oil 
businH0,  AS,  4fi(;  «titttiii([- point  ot 
tlic  founder)  of  xho  oil  oiMnbinatMii, 
<4 ;  South  Iniproicniitnt  CoTupony 
raloa  U>,  4tf  ;  pi|M.'  lii"^  li,  H;  plumwr 
r<4in«r,  7>  :  cmOc  i^ll  nrried  ia,  (roe 
for  oH  eombiimliou,  Ei, 

Cleveltnd  and  Man«lu  R.iltri>ui,  Bandy 
n.,SaS-8. 

Cltrrcland,  fVesidunl,  «il  au^r  lAriff, 
104. 

CliiiKin,  Do  Will,  oil  petroleum,  88. 

Coal,  ooBbiuUioo.  capjuil  »r.  4  :  lii  Sovn 
Seolia,  B,  U.  4UI:  Stale,  naiional, 
»nd  judUial  ininitigiitiona,  fl ;  Mtumi- 
DOUa  laodl  bonglil  l>7  railroaja,  11  ; 
ftntliraclu  nranopoliud  bj  milnMdi. 
11,  14;  frvi);h<a  on,  higticr  in  ISM 
tliBit  in  ISiH.  i:i:  indopuiiiJcnl  pro- 
4iic«r«  enwlied  by  railroad  dlacrlml. 
natlorta.  1 1 ;  n>  Incr*  opjtrtMMd  bf  eoal 
cooipaniM,  1«.  11;  pricoof,  «^«ti-~*il 
.  by  cmilHiiatlDii,  H,  431*.;  Mleru»n 


of  aotliradU)  TDioiiopoly,  l4;«anMnB. 

lion  tiHftwwn  Amerlcnn  and  Canndim 

daalorc,    16 ;    r«Lail   aaiocialiaina    of 

d«alor«,   15;   dcatiin   i«n-oriwJ,  IS; 

mburt.   fi'coduiii   under  ooiopciitioo, 

16:   mlucrv'   strike  in   rrEiD.tilvnnla 

in   lli^ll.  It;  puiiL'cnHjn   in  TeDnrjl- 

mnia.  Itt. 
CofHii  coinbiiiDtioii,  3T. 
Cciki',  Lord,  ou  Riuuo|ialiM,  409. 
Colluaion   bvtvcvn  oil   li-uft  aud   nil- 

taadfa,  148.  462-i. 
Colorailo,  oil  war  In,  43T ;  prarenied  by 

railroBil*  from  ibijipiug  ita  oil  to  Pa- 

cilie8uui>.437,  4Hl. 
ColMmbiH,  V^.,  war  on  iDcrchnnti  ttt, 

809 :  Oliio,  gai  ahut  off,  3«6. 
Combination >,  capital  of,  4.  ~- 

Com  muni  paw,   tnuiiopolv  of  lermUiaU 

HE,  148. 
OompniitioB,   ii»|io3tlbl«   In   IIh  meat 

and  eattl«  biuini^da,  S6;  oil  ennublna- 

lirin  llkon,  8?  ;  wbvii  it  is  black -Mail, 

HI;   outd    prtc«,  SSI,   IMi   pov«r 

for  avll,  4ft2. 
CongrcM,  innatiKation   of  Sanib    In»- 

provcflieni  Company  luppiwMd,  46; 

bribing   by  Pouific   Hail   SiMiniiM|i 

C«i»|Miiy,  S9I. 
CooapinKV,  idoptlon  of,  S7T. 
Couatiluiiuual  aniciiJinctita  eotwrtnliig 

iruatff,  4»l ;  canrcntloD  of  Sem  York, 

letH,  451. 
Oonlracl    lo   rMlrlct   rcflninj^   £2 ;    Co 

tlint   dom   oil    Rarr,    Hit;    bnl*c«n 

dealer*  and  ibo  oU  ooubination,  429, 
Corni^ni,  4. 

Oduoi>-m<ci1  oil,  miM  on,  232. 
Court  nwonU  njonc   in  Ci«T(>Und.  S3 ; 

inuiilaled    tmnacript    for   Cuaf-nwi, 

844,  IS7  ;  pmokU  ntutitatod  in  Call. 

rutiiia,  484. 
Cotr  Rrvthura  ft  Cooipany  m.  Um  Le- 

hi^i  Valley  Jtaitnsil  Companj-,  19, 
Craukcr^bakcn'  aicMiiig,  SO, 

DaTTOS,  npcrHmot  irilh  Mlur&l-gu 

iHtru|i4r>v,  ^r.4. 

J>Gatli9  ftoni  bad  »ii,  in  kiciiigai],  410 ; 


M» 


OBI 


.««;«ii 


ft*.y. 


.  147.  lO.  U*; 


riMl*  Mk  M :  h  Wan  fumt.  «M. 
«lft,    TMUm,  tm  mi*t6m   tl  at) 
Bnw.TUM*  ft,  faoir^  CA><  fti** 
•^» 

if  an  »»  «««.,  «7 1  eJM  -k  *Ma. 
II  II  Jim.  ••  al»;  gir|«^iOpwr 
Otafa  M,  SI* ;  >9lB«   Uo^  I»t0- 

«lMr^  of,  — ifcinl  bf  Ibmmmb 
CiiwiWM  OiiixiiHiiik  l»;  bf  ■»• 

MS;  iM  b?  ttHWN  nllfawl>,  U»t 
laBw  ht  iIh  heMk  tt  *mt  powww 
hJ  MMUHdM,  4n.  fha  Pm^i 
HatM.  KaUfwk.  fctaM) 

4t.  lit;    JoriMM   Mwnll'*  rtAan)'. 

Misrdtr,  ptAIir.  tai  oil  rapm.  «*,  M; 
In  I'HuujItinij,  1878.  10^  lot;  ta 
Ptmmjhnmh  ■h'I  (Nii>\  U6. 

Divi<lMl4*  of  nil  tnttt,  M« ;  of  w^ 
UM,  »,  U,  4<>L 

DoiM,  B.  C.  T,  tm  "pannt  at  tnwl 
•jMen,'*  B  ;  in  lteiu)1iuUa  Coditu 
t«ttuMl  CDn*«Wtaa  o(  I  *71.  U ;  «n 
|>l^  Uft«a,  117:  «•  plpoQkc  imu«, 
I2&;  on  botiBM*  to  ntUriMd  uAci^ 
4M. 

Dnk#,  E.  L,  Hrtk»  «U,  40 ;  pcwdowil, 
4*2. 

t)n««<(l-)M<l  MCR,  ndrtMil  nie*  If^  B& 

Djmuaiu,  IBJ  Ui«  vhUliPjr  tnnu  SI ; 
In  UiM  -  .hiifd«>»n  "  (^   IMT.  IM; 


«t«. 


-   ■■iBili  itl^m.  i.'l**. 


sr 


•a  in.l» 


■  in—  «a.«nft. 

Um«t,M. 


pen.  M 

Efi*  BulrMA, 

•tM  IniAm,M,  X««  TorkL^tltf. 

w*  wmt^pkM,  U ;   ud  Stmtk  la- 

HIIM  ■llOtwp— T.iMl!);   rafMS 

nUi  to  MMfXiHt  «f  ShA  tvpevn*. 
MM  Oifj.  M:  nllMi  «w  of 
ISn,  M;  hi  «a.t)ia  Mraed  b«  id 
oomttinukn,  *S;  p«^tt«M«  to  li^rr 
ln>  Tnaaf cr  Cowipaar, « ;  coBtnct 
«bh  Staadanl  OQ  Gmpwi.  IH; 
nanen  Itrakfn  immbt*  of  nivil 
WM,  IIH;  Intils  ittArpnAmt  *». 
SMn   la    nrtMiU.  119;     rrfuH  to 

riJptKl»fHri«l«a  tOMaboMd,  IMg 

MBilt  (tfmtl  fom  ■piaii  baJapcs- 
denl  pip«  llncv  Kl ;  £!*«■  ImJ  to  tA 
tnm*!  p^  Ban,  1A3;  (taBU<[)r>Hl« 
liDK  In  rofw,  3>1. 

"  KnnlDg"  pool  nf  Mltlt-Uilpptn.  St. 

EvcmM  tl  at,  V^fU  at  tlw  Kiata  «{ 

It.  r  «..  «4 

JJMHiniT.  The  r]a««l.  "<>>  34&. 
Klp«n  IcaxiQu  klwsl (lijir-ilH  pool,  sa; 

fala«   m>|M   al    Anwriout   Trsulir 

(.'tiMifwnj,  lot. 
EiploaiiiiM,    En    <Ea(ill«n',    91  -.    tluiHif 

"ttiut-Jv-ii."   IHi  'in   UuJUtv  t*. 


p^^^^^^^l^                                                                            1 

finerr,  £&l>;  LouiUviTle,  253;  Rocbe»> 

FuniSMS,  9. 

ur.  'JA2. 

Etpl(iiiiTen«M  of  (iMrolwBa  ffiKt,  SSS; 

Oix.  B;  BaMral,  V,  SOS. 

«(  ^mericAD  oil  cain|«r«<l  wjlh  SMleb 

Ofnlogiiit,  St«to,  of  Oliio,  taVtc  eide*  in 

atid  Huwku,  410. 

Toledo  cooUirt,  329. 

'  EiiraJItion  tmiT  brtnvGU  RhmIb  tai 

Gcrmanr  clienfes  oil  urilf.  481 ;   the 

Ami'rica,  1*8. 

Oerman-AmericfLTi  OilCompanr,  497; 

dccCbe  In  priMo,  4118:  ludcpMdeut* 

FiLXK  ■tTAunu,  64. 

In.  43*. 

fVlWiri  fl  al.  r»,  Tul«<l<i  «*  at ,  8U, 

Gladdan,  IUt.  Wailiin^in,  OB  ull  Injal,                    i 

Ficlil  cwlc  of  Saw  Yark,  28{1. 

34-L                                                                               1 

Fires   from  liad  oil,  lii  Oreai   BriUin, 

Good  8<jclet  J,  837.                                                     1 

mr);  In  BoMon.  ill :  in  low«.  tU; 

floBpcl  <:•»,  287.                                                     D 

in  Hirhlgan,  4in:  In  San  F>*nri«eo, 

GoreranMnt  anil  monopoly,  311.                             1 

416 ;  ftl  Oil  Oil;  and  TiKuvill*-.  Jan« 

GOTcmors.  atcam-boilvr,  9.                                      1 

5,  ISVi,  417;  Id  BrtdfOTd  r«Hn«)7, 

Gav«n,  Fmnklln  B,,  on  war  nf^lnit  Tide- 

447. 

water,  ]09,1I0:  ndmil*  Kirrtodcr  of 

Finli.  3S. 

Tiduwatcr  Pipe  Line,  US;  ecrure  ruo-                  j 

■          Floiif,  dciinir,  wnntri,  JO: 

nmion  Willi  Tidcualir,  114;  speech 

^^^Lforbw,  John  M.,  «peeoh  en  free  ihlp*. 

tivfureF'eiiutylratiiAlivgialatiire.ISSS, 

^^r  ^93. 

llA:  nn  Supretn^  ('uiirt  of  Pnuu^t- 

W         TtMtr,  Churl*!,  u  Secretary  of  the 

vsnift,  181 :  on  vearl;  lose  o(  mllroad 

^^^^       TtDaaiirjf  fftMm  r«4«ntion  of  for^iuii 

r4TtinD«  bf  rotMit**,  401.                                            ' 

^^^H     Oiptaiot,  Hi ;  imuw  Hokim  to  (uc. 

Oniud  Trunk  eaT«a  iuJcpcadcnt  oH  r«- 
fliiers,  ISO. 

^^^V     (i'sn  eoginwn,  S90 ;  hb  pari  to  the 

W               war  nti  ToliHln.  400. 

GnuiEer  mure  men  i,  S7I. 

K          t'Mt'iHn,  Uiilo,  SiiDdAv  raid  nu  the  flmr- 

OrwC  Britain,  Railway  Oommiaslon  of 

W          mill.  :i4e. 

1B78,  San ;  pitorunuuit  lowers  lestof                  I 

^^^^  I'oucoa,  Felix, in  lUvmimDtmKM**^; 

oil,  4oa 

^^ft      8». 

Oriniu^  C  P^  repneenUlin  of  Tolvilv                 i 

B^KTranoe,  nannfMlures  cotl-oll  tn  164s, 

In  State  LegisUUiro,  S8S,                                     1 

^            89:  gOTCTnnwnt  of.  knrcn  nil  larilT, 

Groocm'  OuiU,  Csnadlan  rtLrlkmont  on. 

1              410:  Ml  roftiivnt  of,  make  tenni  wilb 

3a 

1              American  oil  Inisl,  441. 

1            Fn>n  l.r«akfa*t-t>hlc,  33. 

IIammkik,  John  C,  teatlmony  of,  18. 

1          Freiitbt  rates  on  ciml,  13 1  discriuiina- 

Hadley,  A.  T.,  on  Btilieb  nilroada,  870. 

1              tkH»  Invest Igaicii  h}>  Ohio  I>rKi'■l■^ 

Oak-.  J.  P.,  qiioU'^,  liS. 

1               ure.  44 ;   8  niitK  a  barrel  lean  Ibaii 

nauiilioD,  Alexuider.oo  pover  areraub. 

^^^^     l]0ih)ngnnnd1,H9:  ntimaiivanwd  bjr 

■iri«nc«.  OtS. 

^^^B     pipe  and  rail,  133:  rates  Incr^tsed  at 

lltn<«Qk,  Brie  itofM  Independent  pipe 

^^^H    iaetAMceof  ollcmribifiKLion,  132;  rate 

line,  163. 

^^^H    SB  ccoti  ta  cil  oi>iDbiuali»i>,  $1.48  to 

Uand;  cr.  iJlerciand  and  Unrlctta  Itflil- 

^^^H    mill  put  !ti>T«.  SIO;  Incrcafcd  883  per 

itiad,  SM. 

^^^V    c«nt  to  i>9c  •hippor,  ZI7.    (8e«  R»- 

Hiirtcr,  ilu)  Isaac  IFanrr  C(ini[Hiiii'  ti. 

^^^P     btlet,  l)E*crir[iln&ikua.) 

the  Na((hwc4teru  OIJo  .Vatural-gss 

■          Freight. handlers  ttrlkc^  SOft. 

Company,  849. 

1            Kmit,  »3. 

Hatch.  Ed«*nl,  qoated.  S*A.  'Ml. 

1          Fn-c,  William  P..  on  subrid;  to  [uMnia- 

Haul,  long  aud  rlioct,  S2I.  »1t,  !t3. 

ft            liooat  lin«,  m\,  SM, 

Ucntcn,  bot-iraivr  tai  ihad,  H.                           i 

80C 


IKDSX 


E<Tvil4,  Bvaton,  oa  r«l«ttoDS  of  oil  com- 
bmaiioR  itnil  Suii«  Iiifprclnr*,  411. 

HfTTiiiuiii,  Vuii,  bii  I'lrjs  Eilittiiiiuii  uC 
\%m,  >». 

BigUwaj,  ownanliip  of.  Ij  owDcnliSp  of 
■II,  I  a. 

no«r,  CfVOTKc   F,,  on    oil   trust   in   tli« 

IVHtJciit'a  Cabinet,  401. 
Ilullund,  137. 
Uopklni,  KeprtseDtfltiir,  moreB  for  In- 

TMigRtlon  of  TBilrtMd*  hy  Congwu, 

s:s. 

Ilutnkn  nature,  ASC. 

tuiMnn  Central  RailrDail,  " niirlakca," 

ZS1. 
In]in«<Iiil«  Rliipmcnt,  101. 
ImproTcmcnt   oompanlM  of  Ptn&Ryl- 

Tuiia,  KG. 
Income  of  rovmbm  vf  oil  tnisi,  M't. 
MefimdnU,\\i'B  Ncir  Yurk.  •luotol.  3-IK. 
Iiidt-peiiilNits,   nii«   niiWmwn    from, 

h;  P«>nn»5lTniiiii  RailrnHd.  ))<);  Pvnn. 

fjlruiia  Railra&d  nfuie*  ran  tu,  SI ; 

P«nniij>lT»niB  Railtond  incraniM  ttxt* 

to,  tl  ;   critihrsl  bv  oil  coinbiTinlioii's 

u*G  of  raiLroAi)  tutmimlr,  V^\  prom- 
iM^J u|uaI  rU» BKn'".  ^^^  '.  iriviuil  lo 
rebuild  br  ibe  r«ilnki  Ja,  1  Iti ;  aiurk«d 
liy  I'Win«ylTiitiU  FUilruni]  aflur  iieiiif! 
Iliviu>d  ta  rdhiiilij,  1 2" ;  i^iirviro  nlUck 
bj  ntilroad and oil-triiM  pool,  I'JS;  ap- 
puol  to  luwnuatv  C'viauiUtiuD,  1868, 
138 ;  difcritni nation  aj;atn«t,  130 ; 
freight  mtn  to,  lucreased  n(  loggeaV- 
lon  of  nil  cnmbinaiinn,  ISi;  fomd  la 
cloM  tliclr  worki,  135 ;  sir^d  bjGrand 
Tniiik  Railroad,  I SQ  \  ]o«i)  trado  of 
>'««  EoKlaiiO,  186»,  1S$;  fomJ  lo 
I  lelloll  t^ tontbiriAlitii),  14h;  prcTcnM) 
h^  nilrodd*  (rotn  m'ws  ijuik-can,  140 : 
axacclouE oulTeroil  I*t. v. tlic Maboatt], 
141;  appMl  t«  InieniUW  C()nini«rc« 
ComRiiMloa  agunU  dcia?,  146;  loM 
fi»«  yolifi*  bnsi »<;•»,  14B;  (pel  laiik- 
csr?  and  it-nninal*,  I5| ;  project  pipe 
line  to  tlic  apaboarrt  ill  1887,  IAS;  h 
IS83.  I0U;  |np«  line  Mopped  bjr  Erie 
nniioo  al   Bnoocfe,   XVt;   mrvinl 


of,  d«lara  BoMian-Amerioui  diri>{on 
of  xorld's  oil  market,  44S;  delay  of 
fuinsyliuiia  Supreme  Court  in  act* 
iiiE  on  appe&l  oT,  447;  in  Ovmaiif,, 

Am. 
Tndinriapolia  Pcapl«'«  Triwt,  %V>. 

lodiridiiBlilv,  &S7 

IiidupiiT,  new  Ian  of,  IS. 

liinjicvtiDii,  fi«t«,  uwd  (o  end  eompcU- 
ijori.  2IS.  216. 

Iii>pRutwt«,t4talo.  iilMin  fnijilo^  of  tho*» 
ih«j' iDfipect, 'JI(,4I1;  of  oils  la  Kan 
York  tvprvseut  uil  eonikjnation  In 
DrciDeticragrtt»,400;Inli»ra,cliMr|cc<l 
with  alloiriii);  xtllrr*  to  brand  oil,  412; 
au«d  ill  Iowa  tor  daina(;«a  for  f-ting 
bnd  oil,  4IS;  in  UinneiiDia,  iiTcni* 
gated  hj  BiHte  Senate.  41S;  in  lilt- 
noia,  4ia;  in  K'ebrtaka,  414-1(1, 

tiit^rnatiorial  eloamabip  line  aubaiiliacdt 
SJllHiM. 

Ililmlnte  Carnirfcm  CommiwitM,  on 
coal  ntlNf,  IS;  Penntilr&nia  Jnds- 
peniloiit  Kml-tnliiB  op«r«ton  appml 
to,  IK;  doi^sinn  on  ooal  ratea  diwv- 
i;aitiivJ  br  lb«  l'Di)it*rlTiinia  rall- 
roailf,  19 1  on  pool  of  uil  cumbiiia- 
tion  niili  Tiilcvawr  Pipe  Line,  MS; 
reriiRv!  to  rM|iitr«  prfMlui'iiuu  ut  a*- 
frt-l  ci>iiiniH  brtwrv^  nilroad  and 
pi)i<<  Uri'',  VH  :  biilliM  b_T  muomJ  of 
I'l^nvylraiiiii  ltailroa<J,  124;  onltra 
rvductiuu  of  frcii;lit  isto  im  baml» 
in  Soiitln,  i:)0 ;  decision  mLMppllcd 
by  I'eiiiiijlrania  Bulrcud.  \il  ;  in- 
taviriew  with  Pennsilvaiiia  lUtlrood 
olBdalf,  IS8;  eoFrMpoudcnea  aiih 
pMfaiilvnt  of  P»ii)iKvlv*iiia  railroad, 
I3S;  vrdcrs  dit^ti  mi  nation  (topped, 
IttU;  on  monopoly  of  leriuiiial  (acili- 
tii;*,  14£;  clialmMn  on  coHanire  rv- 
■aliens  of  oil  Itimi  and  raitma'ls,  MS; 
witHMaca  refuar  to  afipi-ir  before, 
140;  refraitif  from  deci«iuD  In  CMC 
of  I'MnajrWania  Railnwd,  144;  d«- 
clalon  b  Itioe,  BobioMn,  and  Wither> 
op  (Me,  1500^  147 :  dtlayi  for  two 
jrenra  deciaiun  aptintt  PrnnMlvania 
Railraad,  14T;  graau  Pvauvlvania 


ly^EX 
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lUlIrMil  pdlmringM  for  two  T*"**"- 
US ;  nilruatU  <lit>ab«;  orders  of,  140 ; 

roaii,  11^82,  MV;  brinf^  inilcpcndpiitit 
nil  lirtp,  119 ;  proccrdliigfl  bcforv,  ro- 
girded  l>T  rniiraniU  lui  nnU  prtlitni- 
IM17  to  liii|niioH  in  Ilie  courts.  190: 
mmot  i^cridi^  aficr  ihne  vt*r»'  hcnr- 
ingn,  1^0;  granls  Pciis^WiuiU  KhlI- 
roikJ  furtliec  ilalay,  ISO;  tivorgclticc 
Icta  cucn  before,  go  b;  default,  tot ; 
thijUr*  Tur  liil^niioD  nnd  dday,  100: 
oalU  diicriniirini'uin  "s  vait  cliM:r«|i> 
UtCJ,"  S1V;  ilecidfs  rvrtisnl  tii  five 
r»tM  "  illegal,"  23<  ;  on  (tUtrimlnti- 
liolU  ifiaind  Rice,  ii"! ;  on  "aalon- 
bhingly  law"  ntc«,  232;  oti  "mti- 
Mhea"  of  rnilrondn.  2^4  :  tusuiix 
ulutrBM  of  iliM.-niiiiiialioii,  2S&;  uii 
coolrul  of  Indusirjr  bv  ttiu  oil  cntDbi- 
Hktlon,  43S;  on  liniDcnKe  po«r«r  oi 
oil  com bl nut  ■•III,  V'f* ;  doA:;ril»iii  pmf- 
ercncct  K'u<^n  lo  <'>«  oil  combination, 
478. 

Ini«r»MC*  n>inin«rc«  law,  flnly  convic- 
tion miller,  la-.  dUob«jed  bf  rallraiul 
I■lanBgon^21li:  oppowd  bT  Senator 
Pa/ne,  388 ;  Seuator  Cullum  on  rail- 
roads' escutta  for  viulating,  (OS. 

Iiiri'rtix'tiuii,  of  South  linpr<ivtni«iit 
L'ompanj  by  Congr«ei»,  In  lHli,  not 
oonlinunl,  &0 ;  ot  railroul  tliwrimi- 
nalion^  Lir  Congrvn,  onuiiondiKl,  IKTft, 
71 ;  tMtiinotiy  iiIol«n,  S'3. 

JnitalvrJ  RrBinp,  t>f  Ionian,  on  Kngli«h 
ICDT(«nti]cnt  jubUur;,  'ISCk 

Iowa,  QutGTtior  of,  rcfimcs  10  InreMlgats 
clitrgMuf  liulaiioiiur  iimpeclion  Uw, 
41S. 

lmi,nnroadabUTin|;iT«nIanda,  IS;  in- 
WfMta  of  mamben  of  oil  combino^ 
tion,  461. 

Ilntr,  UO. 

Jiczsox,  Jadg«  il.  K.,  auataiui  Toledo. 

lis. 
or,    Vnleitor,    on   «iplMtvcn4U  of 

tiAi>lii)i.i,  SOS, 
Jitdgc,    Federal,    qiufbu   [iidictni«nt 


aEaitiDt  Morrtar^  of  whiakvy  trtiM, 
:i'J:  of  Supreme  CourtofFumiflylTania, 
olinrgcd  arith  ritiUting  tli(>  Uw,  181 ; 
fismdamagHmVanSfcltcrawMtatfl 
ccnM,  Ids  ;  cieludca cTldenoe  again*! 
«i)  trust  inBmbeni,SAS;  ntim  out  evi- 
dence conrnmlng  oil  trust.  273;  or> 
(lfT«aeqiiittitlof  miMnlioNnf  oi)  troBi, 
378;  ho»  niAdii,  "JBC:  iWciJes  ftnti- 
iriiFt  U«  not  applicable  10  sugar 
tniil,  40*. 

JiiroiT  bribed  lopr'tillon  formercy,  SKfi. 

Jumitc,  deUt  of,  14». 

Kakawiix  aalt-irella,  4M. 

Kirii*.  Gcoenil  S.  0,,  tuggeata  pipo- 

Hue.-,  41. 
Keyilone  rrflnery,  B»l ;  nines  Oil  City 

dimuter.  4I& 
Kinii'f  bonm  nnd  klni;')  men,  IKS. 
Kiiij^ltt,  K.  C,  et  al.,  t'nitcd  Sut<«  m., 

404. 

ZouHt-yUn,  truo,  497. 

Laka  8Iiot«  and  Uichlgan  Soutliem 
Railroad  and  Siuilt  Impniv(>inE<D( 
Connpanjr,  48,  fiO;  rontraoi  nitli  ihe 
oil  combination,  69;  Scofii-IJ  a  al. 
!«.,  70;  nllrood  w»r  of  1977,  8«; 
CDiilracta  to  circ  a  triiih  of  nil  oil 
freight!  U>  oil  combination,  89;  {liviut 
ila  ait  trvlRc  lo  compittfng  pipe  line, 
127. 

Lnmcnnnit  qtioiod,  507, 

I,ai»)-<,  oHiiiTFliip  dinuEiW,  of  CQftI,  11 ; 
O^t  oil.  4S4. 

Laugli,  the,  J3T-71. 

Lnw,  Anti-ltitHt,  i,  D,  404;  pMinsjIrt- 
nla  Free  PIno-LIne.  •otiI>l<w>,  B7; 
dflaji  of,  'iM ;  of  oil  in  II  peel  Ion,  liow 
cli«ii|;*tl  in  !Ct>l>nuika,  1 1  i.  [if«f  Inter- 

l^*(au.J.  a  ,  leading  Cote*  SimjJifitd, 

lai. 

Lawtiuiia,  lltrMit*  of,  £78,  ZSO ;  to  (rip- 
ple compel  It  Ion,  990. 

LawTcra,  ofliccri  of  Ibe  miirl,  114 ;  re 
tBtioiisar,toInw-breaken,1l40;  puu- 
phiM  a^inn  Toledo  iimcd  by,  8H. 


fi»3 
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L«MM,  oil  Wld  gM,  rigliU  claimed  un- 
der, 9M. 
Leuhcr,  D. 
L«lii|(h   Vulley    Railroid  Cainpan7, 

C'UsellTutliiiN  JkCc.M.,  10  ;  rallroul 

nap  of  lS77,Ba. 
Iiiiilv,  Jalin,  ivprMcnb  01iio  lwfup«  Miu 

I'liitv;!  Btatva  ScBaW  in  tlic  l*»jat 

nmtlcr,  !tf  6. 
LocomotlTc*,  9. 
LouUtilk'  1111(1  S"li»illc  KnUrofLil  lunis 

atioilivr  (crow,  213  ;  "  laUtalcM  "  of, 

2M. 

2hil,  Nrvt  Votlc,  (in  income  of  mcni- 

bert  ur  oil  (ri]«t,  450. 
lbJl«,  vlovnr  undnr  aulaiily,  S97. 
Htlne,  Sir   Utriiry  Svininer.  <>n    Inie, 

BtIT ;  on  coMraci  ani]  (Utu*,  fiSS. 
lUrej',  W.  I>.)ia  BuSalu  esiiliMivn  cimv, 

E&», 
HariMU,  frtiK'it  raid  rauieil   at'ittist 

reflnws  si.  200. 
Horkol,  fur  ail,  biicMiinni  emlic,  43  ; 

muilpiiliktlon  bT  oil   truxt,  HA,  liM, 

480,  489  ;  voir  one  Ijiijcr,  \ni. 
IfBlchvs,  f ;    cumbluoiiuti.  Supr^uu 

Couil  ol  UlchiKAn  on.  U). 
Hailicr,  t'eupli!  u.,  277. 
llillbpwB,C.  R.. etporinnoR*  a(,S4R--(iH. 
Htttbcvt,  Hon.  Stanley.  67;  on  llii>  re- 

balM  ol  lliv  "'1  uombiontioii,  A9 

U>iitin  gun,  £l)gli^b  W«[  OlSuv  uppv- 

■iti'ili  L»,  •llvntvd,  400. 
HcClcllnti,  Cm.  O.   B.,  on  South  Im- 

pruTement  Campsny  cwntcwt,  0<>. 
UmI  eonktnatior,  fi ;  «t  Chiuapi,  3S. 
Htdloine,  «>iull«ral«d  liquor*  r«r,  S7 
Merrin,  joihu,  19  i    tolimoDj-  before 

OoDgrcM,  IBS;  ftppckia  lo  Aiiilrottl 

Ctoinintnlon  of  HeaMchuMtu.  ISP; 

pioniNr  in  oil,  448. 
Hichif^n    SUM  Board  of  Ilealtb  on 

fifM  and  <lMlb«  from  b*<l  oil,  410. 
HitoaKe    paid    (o    pr«fcrT««l   thlppcra, 

MS. 
Killen'  national  tnnvemiona,  SO. 
lCIIUaiiairM.abo1ilioaor.812,SS4. 
UiluieaouLtgUlatarcrMOiniiiaulaSuu 


clcvittor*,   31 ;   Senate   inVMti^tton 
of  oil  iiiapccKin,  41!l. 

"HiBittlCM,"  by  milroaili  not  corrected, 
mil;  alwnrs  in  farar  «f  prv(«rrwl 
slilpperv,  32S,  S3i. 

M<ino)<olr,  dufin^  bf  Pcd«nl  M>urt», 
8 ;  3i\itgi>  Barrett  define*,  9 ;  differ- 
ence of  dofluilioui,  S,  0  ;  definvtl  b/ 
ViiilL'd  8ui('.i  A[l»nieT'l.imcnii,  S?; 
of  Rinncinrd  Oil  OKii)Mn;,  Supreme 
Court  uf  Obiu  ui),  70;  ignorance  of 
ilti>  public  in  ihe  r«ril  capital  of,  1 17  ; 
mu&l  euntml  uil,  SVS;  and  Koverii- 
iiiLUt,  tl  1  1  Lord  0«ke  on.  40fi  ;  E. 
Rtinjiniin  AndrviiB  on  price  oinnipii- 
Imiuii.  42fi:'  Smtt,  ailfocitwl  bf 
iiittlDnnl  Hconninifti  in  Geniiuijr,  4X6 ; 
of  ol)  in  Cermnnr.  4H8 ;  (lliiv  Sv- 
prcme  (?<.urt  and  .V,.i«  Vorli  Sitprvtne 
Court  pronounce  Standard  Oil  Trust 
a,  in?,  and  liidu»trj.  CIS;  and  lll>' 
rrtv.  flIS. 

Honnioni.  027 

Hi>ntlil}-  rvpQrts  required  bj  Ike  oil 
coflibinutlon,  62;  fiom  producora  la 
" ahul-down,"'  1S5;  of  campetiloiv* 
filiipmeritf,  313, 

Morrir.  ••  Iliilj,"  iDTcnlor  ol  the"  «Iip«," 
403. 

If  unicipn!  eniCPpriM^  bt-ttermt)  ebMpt^_ 
than  privaL*.  BSQ.  ^^H 

Miiliklioii   of   ouurt    reounl*,   99.  H4^^ 
8S7.  484. 

NinoKjii.  Traniit  (^unpitn;,  87;  «m- 

trolB  pipe  lino  biiiiMan,   IIS,  114 ; 

owned     hy    oil     combiiiaiion,    IIS; 

piwident  of  tlie  oil  conibinRttoti  <le- 

niea  consMiion  whh,  114  ;  Bulard  k 

Dale  Ki.,   105;  WL-rvcT  mn  to  an* 

aliip  of  ill  aioclt,  497. 
Xatiirtl  •gairauipnnjr  owned  bjl 

arJ  Oil  Tnint,  XH7. 
XatT,  SecrtUr/  of,  iirRf*  Mbridy,  8W? 

and  Didicl  appropriaiiun.  i^Yi  -.  rcl»> 

tiona  lo  aiilMidy,  lOi, 
^etherlande,     Best     India     coIooIm, 

441. 
A'ltUJstoD,  AmitUM  Seeretiu7  «{ 


TreaiiHTi  rules  af^liul  reUiniDg  far- 
eign  c&pulDB,  S9ii 
Xaw  Euglaiid,  uad*  in,  Iixt  by  lade- 
pradeut  reniien.  186. 

RftilrauK  "  niifUki^K,"  W. 

Ne*spa|Hn  concrulM  lij  t^l  comMot- 
Um\.  I  BO,     (Ht-i-  I'reM.) 

KffB'  Ydi'k  Ccntmt  Kaitroad,  and  Sautb 
Improvement  Cotnpanj',  i$,  49;  i*. 
faoufl  rat**  la  otanjtotitar*  of  Sotllh 
Jiii)>roTCinviit  CoRipau;,  b%;  war  «t 
181?,  8&;  vonin>L-UinglvGaicnitior 
nil  oil  frriijhu  lo  oil  cuinTiJnaiiui;,  8fi ; 
«ll  trars  a-I.aKni-iJ  by  ol^  oomlilniiiuii, 
OS;  puyniciitJi  to  Auiurk'uti  Tnui»ftr 
Company,  Ut>. 

Vvr  York,  I'topio  of,  •«.  NorLh  Kiver 
Sogar  IteQtiiiiK  Conipniij,  A:  rsflnon 
[  do  not  (Inrc  ti>  l>iiil<l  Innjc  n-ftnctio, 

107;  [*iwplu  of,  M.  Eteroii  rt  at., 
9-14  ;  1i>t*iil  procvclura,  SSft;  Rnilnn; 
Oomniintioii  of  1SS7,  S7'i:  In  ditt>g«r 
fn>iii  rvfiiii'rivH  niiil  taiiki,  4 19  ;  Sen- 
ate cominittRc  nil  oil  tnint  nni]  pnue*, 
439;  Conatliutlon  of  I84«  on  nil- 
row)*,  370 :  CanttiiutionnL  Convention 
of  I  mi,  4.*!]  ;  "  Uvpburn  "  le^lsUvo 
inFMtigniion  i>n  rcbnli*,  47S. 

X«w  York  ftii<i  Kcw  Enghnd  RailrMaJ, 
oil  troilm  pnmMvnt  of,  189. 

Xev  Zealand  fite  Ineurance  Cumpany 
t>ii«a  for  Imjim  liT  b4d«ll,  41<i. 

Xk-kcl  Bppropiinlliiii,  102. 

Xorth  Kivnr  Siigtir  RpHnin^  OompaTiv, 
P«opl»  of  New  York  m..  8. 

Xorth«cM«rn  Kittunil  -gna  Cumpanv, 
ihe  Iauc  Hartvr  CiuiipJin.T  !■«.,  340. 

yoiJM,  frcigtiu    n\tetl   vllhoiit,    130, 

aoa 

'*  Kot  jci,"  pmldent  of  tha  oil  inut, 

it*. 
Nova  8e«tl*  voal-mtn^,  ooofollijatlon 

«f,  br  Amerinii  #Tiidlcaic,  0,  12,401. 

Oitio,  nil-lii'M,  '111  rn  mil  in  ntton  Ihe  only 
Loyoruroilla,  107 ;  SupiymeCounof, 
oo  diMrtHiiKatione,  319;  Slal«  of,  ut. 
CiDciiinali,  New  Otlvao),  ui<l  Teue 


racilSis  Raitwar,  SSO;  Sute  of.  m. 
CincinnRt],  Wuhln^on,  and  Ralii- 
aton  Railway,  VtO;  i«.  Standaitl  Uil 
Comiwny,  330,463;  fwnatoriil  cl«e. 
tioo  of  1881,  378;  L>-K><iUl<]re  <k>- 
maoda  invMLigatiun  of  lliu  rlrctloii  at 
Smator  Vnjut,  it74 ;  l<>flBlature  il^ 
(«aUfr«o  pipe-Hue  bill.  SSA;  ifuWuf, 
m.  City  of  Talvdn,  314;  SUla  nf,  m. 
P.  C.  Boyle.  S'J4 :  diatrcM  anMig  oil 
produccri  in  l!l(»!,  4n<t;  L^iikiire 
rvpvrt  of  1B7II  on  TvUtivns  of  tall- 
rolidf  Biid  flll  combin«iii>o,  4TJ. 

.  (Itiio  Oil  Cijuipiiiij  rj.  Tnleiio,  Kjtidlay 
■  It'll  Springfield  Bjiiliray,  IIHI. 

Uil,  Cuiuda,  IS;  Canada  proUiivrrn  at- 
taoltfd  by  Araprican  cornliiiifttimi,  12. 

Oil  Cily  Bri..  Jun«  B,  ]8«2,  iI7. 

Oil  coinbliiaiion,  parvni  itf  iriuit  trysu*!!). 
Si  fcjunders  of,  44  ;  and  Soutli  Itii> 
pro*enieiit  Oonvpnuj  tlie  aunie,  4B; 
pruaidcut  of,  oiplainH  ita  origin,  BX; 
contnets  «ith  Mmpetiiora  lo  limit 
produetioD,  81,  flAj  requinv  rnonllily 
rvpiirU,  a ;  liiBiHtii  on  iixncj,  ftS, 
0.1,  ',0 ;  uoc  of  xpios  hy,  flS,  8W,  884 ; 
c«nlnu;t  tn  letiraim  of  trndg^  M; 
proHta  of  iMttaint  of  Imd*,  M,  117 ; 
nurfeM  ici  capacity  ono-hair,  68; 
TebatM  from  Uio  nillroaJ',  nit,  474- 
87 ;  foardty  the  object  of,  7S ;  con- 
trol of  tmosporuiloo,  70;  buys  out 
It*  wiJoir  coinp«titor.  78;  puts  ber 
undir  boiiili  not  lo  reHue,  70;  bbul) 
ooinpvlifbn  not  in  rvSne,  10,  80; 
»«cr*l  of  «u<>o«H,  tetlimony  c(  pi-e»i- 
dcni,  80 ;  raliic  of  tU  ''  vurki  "  of, 
8i;  iuuu  $90.OOt>,'H>O  of  alack  ort 
lU/HVl.OtN)  of  *Ol■k^  »•£-.  t>iil»  oil 
plaui  of  Fetmaylvania  Kailroiul.  88; 
a*nt  oil  oars  of  N«w  Ymk  Centnl 
und  Erie  railroada,  US ;  in«mber  of, 
danioa,  tkes  admit*,  rtbatM,  W;  re- 
«etpl»  fmn  Americnn  Tranifcr  Com- 
pany, lOO,  101;  owns  United  E^pe 
Utivt,  tOI ;  oiriu  AmfHciiii  Trannfrr 
Company,  Ii)l  ;  Danirala  rallfoadi*  oil 
torminol  facilities  ll>!;  ti«c«  ralti-otJ 
kraunala  to  ci-uab  oppvailiou,  103; 
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lontt  ptotiitatn  to  aell  bulow  ilic 
iurk«t,  ttM  ;  itWi  not  pjpo  or  Uuy  nit, 
IOC,  ir.4  :  sbuu  b*<;t[  Uhla  oil  wolU. 
]OTI;  riMirkU  finKluciion  in  Oliin, 
107;  Ihf'Otily  liny»r  nf  oil  InlHiloflll. 
HeUs,  107:  and  iMilroada  fi);ht  th>! 
TidcwMcr  pipe  Line.  108 ;  cuia  inkvo 
«f  pipcoKi'i  lOO;  9pcciilatcfi  nn  iu 
"  BrtTMicc  knowledge "  of  i-ut  In 
(rviglii  nto!),  Iin;  enwn  Inta  pool 
with  Tiiionnur  Pipe  Uhk,  US  ;  ovna 
Nutiun&l  Traniil  C'-ompcnt,  US;  had 
1)0  pip*  lliitf  to  •oaboanl,  lift;  buiMa 
pipe  line  to  MtilioitM,  tlR;  builds 
pipe  Hum  from  orliatt^s  glvi^n  |[  tiy 
nulru&d»,  IIA.  IIA;  Htid  rjllmiO«  ul- 
nni?e  rmtef,  HK:  GGc>ret  cuntrapt  of 
1883  wiih  P^nnnylcjinia  TUilrflfl-l, 
120;  g'lAriiiil^r*  PcniitTlv Mills  Biiil- 
imd  £i)  per  cent,  of  tlic  oil  tmlllc, 
181;  uii'I  PeiiiifljI»Biii.-i  Riitlnwd  ml- 
votin  rnt«K,  132;  pixil  nilh  renn^yl. 
tanU  RuilKMd,  138;  ■dnncM  piii«- 
11m  »(«■,  ISA,  IW;  InUMUta  Cam- 
inc(v«  CvinmiMion,  on  diMiiininkUon 
{a  fnvor  <rf,  ISO ;  g«ta  N«v  Englani] 
bwincM  of  inilcpvnili'nta,  ISf ;  con- 
trola  »e«bo*rd  letmiiiaLs  of  niilriMili, 
I4£  ;  h««p«  Oil  Cit^  Bnil  Tiiiiitvillii  re- 
Bnerie* eloaed,  HH;  prompis  niltronJ 
IICigMioTi  before  InUntUU  CamTn«rco 
OonoiUaivut  1-14  ;  loakiM  ■,'oiitravt 
irhh  prodiirant  tn  nliut  down  viiWt, 
IS8;  c«in)>cl9  sabordiiiati*  comptiiics 
to  mtiti*  monthly  report*,  IM:  op- 
powi  piping  of  rt^ttneil  oil,  14S ;  owna 
f<IO,iHII),lliH>  in  1R53  in  Pcnnovlvaniik, 
IC8i  P*ur»vlviiiii«  Ux  CTut,  ICO; 
Clkrlon County  iodlciniont.  170;  mom- 
twrof.nJmiu  re)Mt«,  188;  prulilrtit 
Nc<r  Toric  anil  New  Bnelmn)  Ftall- 
roftd  i«  nwniticr  of,  IS9;  prvtmis 
UUl  of  Van  Srckfl'a  pFo«»«  of  tttHn- 
iDg,  191 ;  iDcmlMr  of,  forcdoMi  mort- 
^gotmSukr  raGnnr,  19S ;  "  aootbcr 
<raf  of  imtlnx  rid  "  af  oonpctitma, 
300;  iMktt  mooej  bj  cloalDg  Its  i»- 
liiiariM,  SOI  :  how  iu  eaRiins*  an 
pooled,  SOI  I  tu  frelgltt  nt«s  lowfnd 


Hitilt-  itinipcliion'  ratt»   are   relMni. 
nn  :  Er(!i  rebate  of  KS  mhu  oat  ul 
SA  Ctfiils  rii  frL'Igtit,  paid  lir  iNinip«tit<w-, 
20H  :  iiut  piipiilnr  ill  ilic  South,  SOU ; 
conip<^t««  iritii  f-tarvn,  21 1,  SftO ;  rvfa- 
tii>M  tn    Stnte  inaprrt'irti,   iit<t,  413; 
itvuics  ici'vipl  lit  iliM'timi  11(11  log  rale*. 
iM;  SiipcciiirCourtnf  Uliii>  oii   rnu. 
D(i|>oly  (iT,  2:rO;   ilifuiat  blind-Mllin^, 
831  ;  ilcnip*  rpcntpt  of  mlliwf^,  i34  ; 
(lfiii«»  discriminat toni,  ysS;     pliw^ 
unt  rulsLitini  with  eoiiipotilorv,  S-13; 
d)*!il«nda  ot,  'lit ;  puDilnt  power  af, 
SSA,  973 --104;  ami  piv^s.  In  Pmn. 
sjlraiilo,    100;   In   BulTilii,    1!1I8:   In 
Tolt.-di],  an,  yH;  deffatf>l  in  •uiu 
on,  paieiita,  SfiO;  britiga  xuiu  fo  tm. 
harrriM  immpstilooi,  SaO;  buj»  fram 
Ui«  (xiiirt  BiiiiH  ai^inat  itself,  S93 ; 
rrfua««   to  me«l  caiiipcUlIv«  pricn, 
SS9 ;  alianilunB  unit  aKai>i«t  Toledo  tn 
Uniled   Sutes  Suprenw  Court,  ISI ; 
deteoiivei  of,  in   Wall  Stiwi,   8M; 
evang«lioal  and  #sp1oclvc,  SS8 ;  oatu- 
ni-giu  coin  pan  id,  proJita  of,  at  To- 
'  teJo,  30S ;  cpciiila  nioiiejr  in  dcvtian*, 
380  1  OKtrnttrni  of,  inirrvtlcd  In  sub- 
tlif  l^ifilatiuii,  iOO;  kU  wiUi  boili 
IMiliiical  pArtlfw,  403;  dffeiwe  lieron 
Bmttf^ii  congri«4.  tOS;  iia  aucoAaa  •■- 
plairu^   Sy   ihe  prcaiJret,  407 ;  hat 
&l«t«  iiit>p«vtvr)  in  iu  pij,  411;  rc- 
Mrlcli   prodiiciIoD,  4S0;  hajB  Balti> 
more   rcGiicrir*,  431 :   Mnil*  dealer* 
not  to  huj  of  Its  oompotliora,  415; 
«il  nud«  BDBfvii  bj,  6K,  l20-3»:  prin 
of  oil   midvr,  67,  4SCi-!lu,  4SI    «.; 
dritca  out  H-liooncri,  433;    contrala 
K  per  reiiL  of  l»d<tiiirT>  4311 ;  pi»b- 
log  iuto  Cfcrjr    part   of   the    aorld, 
434;   owns   no  oil    lan>1»   in    1880; 
4)4 ;  large  tniycr  of  oil  landa,  424 ; 
fftvored    by   Canadian    f^vemmcat, 
43fi;  in  Germany,  4ST;  acHt  rvflncd 
oil  in  Europe  iboiper  ihan  crud«,48t  i 
ill  Francr,  IHO  ;  dciilnl  of  ncfolitlioiia 
with  RuMlan  oil-men.  441 ;  admita  di»- 
gotialJona  with  Ructlan  oitmon,  443} 
rtaji&nt  for  war  n^on  Ii(ilep«iid«lili^ 
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4ri5;  anJ  Extnditlon  Treotj  "Iili 
B<iwl»,448:  pranpemuadunnpiianic, 
4a& ;  HTUKtti  of  t-'upitalixaLiion  of.  4nT  : 
prwliMMB  "  iiiHnilouniil  nmount"  at 
oil,  4fl8;  not  an  lnv^t«r,  proiliicvT, 
pi  oil  Mr,  or  capilaliX,  4S1;  proiliiccs 
poverly,  1M-HJ5;  |irindp>ls  at,  not 
pi«cili'Al  nil-nifn,  iM.  4fi! ;  mnnhrr* 
ur.  ilciiT  rt^liiik-t,  470;  aecrecj  u  ta 
owncrehip  of  mitnin  ahnrvu,  4HT. 
Oil,  rtf^ons,  curlj  ppoipcrilf  of,  4a,  4J ; 
piitilic  JiMirilw  In,  43  1  |>r<iili:i!i-ni  ic- 
fiue  ii  nil  U(  mumWn  i^f  South  lin- 
protcmcTii  Cnmpnn;,  D«  :  runniRC  an 
llie  grumiJ,  91,  tt>S,  loa,  IM;  Euni- 
fMii  caiigKM  OR  poor  tiimliiy  of 
ATaeriMn,  400;  tm  of,  lowered  in 
Or<«i  Rtiinin,  40t>:  financiul  di*lt«M 
ill  l(j7e~9^  iU-«e. 


rjtrmr  U«il  Stnamiiliip  Company,  rrfiurL 
on  briber;  of  CongrsM  bt,  yB4. 

Pudfie  lUllirar  ulHoUli  admit  rebates, 
4Ba 

Packon'  GoroMnation  U  Cliicago  in- 
vntipitvO  t'T  C^»igr<sa,  83. 

Paine,  lo  conceal  numbers  of  lank-oin, 
235. 

Pull  MaU  Oatnilf  on  pricw  o(  ivQuod 
and  cniile  oil,  430. 

Panic*  in  oil,  48. 

Parker  didtriuC,  ou  v«rj;e  of  dtll  war, 
■OS. 

Pn*tur,  Tinit  from  tlnr.  2iH. 

ravnc.  UenrT  B .  objfct*  to  InvMilgx- 
iitm  of  railroai)*,  70,  37S ;  clucllon  of, 
to  the  St'inli.'  of  tlio  UnittirJ  8lst<.-», 
871;  candiilnlc  for  I'rcvi.icnt,  3BT; 
vnita  egiuii.it  InirrcilAio  Cumnicrce 
Coinmitaon  bill,  ii9;  aollolta  Dfino- 
cratie  Toiw  In  the  Scnnte  fur  eonDr- 
matinii  of  Rfpn>>ljf«n  nnminr«.  if\0. 

Pcckham,  S.  I'..  DftiieU  B<atM  Ccii«»i 
rvpuTt  vu  petroltuin,  39,  41  i  on  call- 
raada  and  tank-cnn,  218. 

Pennaj^lvanln,  CotiMltuiion  of  IflTS  illa- 
obajvil  bj  the  nilromlx,  18;  hnjfa- 
latnre  nulljflw  CoDctiluiion  In  ltit«r- 
«tto(  railroad*,  ISi  upming  of  I$7S, 


M;  ConsiElutiontl  Conrentlon,  lilt, 
04;  Commonnralili  of.  r*.  PennijI- 
vania  Rallroail  rl  af..  I8?f>,  M  ;  Smrv- 
UiTj  of  luwrual  Afr.ilr>  liiing  in  effigy, 
lUn ;  Atlorncf'Cfneralbrinj^tM  anil 
a([niii*t  tilaiidard  Oil  Couii>anT,  |tSV; 
Legislature  InrealigatM  Suiidurd  Oil 
CoRipiLitf  bx  case,  ITO;  Siiprome 
Court  of,  delajra  bearing  on  apiieal  of 
IndwpendBtitM.  447 ;  Conmitnt.ioa  on 
rallTMdi,  461 :  Sccreiar?  of  Intemtl 
Affairs  oil  rdaii>nnii  of  milrood*  anil 
oil  comliinitiuii,  477. 
rmn^ylTania  Bnilrond  niid  South  Tm- 
|iruvi?muiit  Coni|mii*,  4S;  and  Irn< 
provemeiit  Comp«n.v  cliiiTi«ni.  M ;  pot 
under  bond  nut  to  ri-fine,  70;  iuMpn 
faitit  "  lomo  mantliji,''  14 ;  r««rhMeiit 
for  Mtntrol  of  oil  tnd«,  ST ;  carries 
oil  at  elgiit  ccniD  a  barrel  leee  llian 
rintbiti];,  SS;  aellx  tti  rpliri«ri«a  and 
pipe  lln?i>,  H;  conlmoia  to  give  a 
tenth  of  all  dl  frviglitu  lo  oil  combl- 
nation,  W ;  pledfM  not  lo  eoropcio 
vitli  oil  combinntion,  89;  nillidra>r« 
raii-a  from  indepcijduul  relin«r«,90; 
nfllcinlj  ilirnatcn  indc[icn>icnt  pipe 
linea,  SI ;  vOiciali  teootuineud  "  Ux- 
ii]i "  with  tlir  oil  eombinaiion  to  ikde- 
pciidenl  abippm,  90,  BI ;  incrwaw 

tDt«*,    rofiifoi    cars,    to    iDdep«nd«tit 

elupperv,  91 ;  rcfuMs  lo  banl  ears 
owned  hy  iDilepcnJcui  elilppera,  M; 
Tvfiuea  a  btixinc**  of  Ion  ihmiMind 
barrels  of  oil  a  day,  M;  Cuitirnon- 
nvaltii  nf  Pcniwyltania  w,  1870. 04 ; 
pnytt  Anitrican  TnoFfcr  ConipBDjF 
three  monili*'  hack  pay,  99 ;  refuHtt  to 
(urnlslicnratai>ilpradiiccr9.1i>a:  offi- 
cials imiif;  Lo  var  on  Tlileiralcr  Hpe 
Lino,  lOB;  ill leriiui nation*  agninst  iv- 
fineriM  nnng  the  Ttdeaator,  110; 
TituiTiile  and  OH  Ciiy  Independent 
BeBntta*  JLatoclaliona  ea.,  IlS,iaa; 
renews  broken  QronriMnof  cqoal  raiea. 
1 19 :  makes  war  on  reSiuir*  it  invited 
lo  nhuild,  ISO;  ««r«t  eoniTact  of 
IBSS,  wltlt  oil  combination,  ISO; 
Kuat«iit«ed  U  p^  v«ul.  vl  eoaUaiU 
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m: 


Ui: 


IM^ 


Vm  Uw|iiii|ii  111.  >1: 


WT: 


CBMJiriM,  W:  Bid  M  TCB  Si- 
pMM  0*i«f  ■<  PiMiytnili.  lit  i 
*»ito  tb<  cpd  i  ■■  I  iM  rf  FVbmjI- 
■^  Mi^  ihn»  Aakn  Ml 

ftwH,  laSt  ' 

P«n,ML 

BKHiM,  IIWtlMllM  K»»-4W;  Dc 
WittCiMM^  WMirtli,  W;  «ri7 
— dbef  flC  ««.   «4:   KdMfcM- 

■(  m»M4  lasi. »:  Mfr  Amrfcn 
I  ifcim  M;  eu*r  iam^mm  mam- 
HOMim  tmdf  fw  ■•*  ■■Pfir  •(  on, 
4»i  ptte  of,  is  IM1,  -W. 
rMMkni  RmJ— »■'  Cdn,  npwt  sT 
OmbmI  CboMll  ■(,  M  iiwpa  lo 
kmn  fnaitOmefta.\u. 
Pftmwn  Puty,  i«  McKmm  Corny,  i(Ml 
PMhjtiffcK  btfiMM  M^  Hi. 

timpt,  WcmWUmi  Pemwrlnala  R^ 

f|MMk4nfcari'  ceaibatuiua,  B. 

Viku.  Bmhartoad  a(  gMwilnwi.  pro. 
Mt  tfUaM  farriffi  ■ghiiii.  sn. 

l^a•«cr  MSiMf  Af  CW*Und,  7B. 

flp»n—^»riparf.  «I :  SnlhidbrTaB 
tfrckd,  *l ;  PcNMTlmiift  Prve  Pipe 
line  hv  «eny«M,  ft7 ;  to  Ckf^ami. 
W;  nmbv  oCia  irKM;  EifliiT 
pw  cMt  of,  dM  !■  1tT4A  M I 
pw>t  of  1074,  M;  (Mtta  «st,  17; 
Uaknipl.  bcra^t  op  b7  «n  tnnt,  87  ; 


b.Bt fan fcy*na  Mill  iHii.lUi 
^wpvoto's  •(  BV  iwivkVf  114 ; 
Vt«  Tork  &M  ««  117:  pari  vfA 
nBnad^  in  :  otM  •!  mnn,  Itt; 

IH,  IM; pirfa •<.  m;  tu>* h^^bw 

1M7,  iaa;i»  IMI,  imi  ^  oaMkiM^ 
dtB  k5>.  ifaa  nttraai  hrbi  rf  vsjc. 
IfS: nbM  to  t^c  «!,  IMS,  IM  :  U. 
I  If  !■  Imi.  matfm  vtteaA  aO,  W: 
WahrOotff  B-.lM;    I  lifiii 

fartc  »1 :  TbU«  Wkte  bM«  Dm 
prttMc  «atopM7,  MO:  UI  tor  fM«. 

irfiMia  fef  tt>  ou* 

iea*   aMNOpotr.    441] 

CW»Qftto«  b'  ISH.  4M|   iBi9» 

dMi,cM,44L    <&«  IUotsmt  Ptp« 

LfDa). 
PWIoMMR,  ««1  nd  Ina,  IL 
Pateio  «<  liMhtoi,  «<M. 
Ptol.  MMtMhlp.  tK;  for  Ml«  of  «^ 

««& 
r«ar'>  RAmi  Umml.  ntlnMd  blv 

tvu  of  Bfligi  M  «a  irnwWitfi, 

««a 

Part.  wihfaiaMi  of  fwUn  ftf.  M. 

I^Nto]  MMd;  U<r,  p-M«<l,  saiMOOt 
p^MMMt^ar,  SH ;  PwumMv-Om- 
wai  nakn  wtotdy  cobotc*^  UOt 
U*  priatboB  to  ikiK  «ko  nc^c  paM> 

alMtiiMiw.4M. 
Pa««n*,  tboUikiB  of,  U<u 
rMfbiitu  OR  oil  ■4num4,  1 1(. 
Pmiilicai  of  tW  dQ  nmbiiMtiw 
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cantnetavlch  railrudi^  111;  on  ''wnn 
o(  Ditiimg  inDiiuT  yuu  know  DulUiiiig; 

of,"C8;  tbe   "miU  |Mrly  tint  nnillii 

\niy,"  &2i  offors  K>  c«at«  onttiodol- 

lar.tl;  eiplaina  Ila  crisln.SS ;  IMtiSM 

■boat  E«uUit-rn    ImproTanient  Coin- 

pulij.AV;  inurutiiT  o(  iiuiith  Iln|jrtive. 

mcnt  Company,  OO;  dcnipii  conirneu 

I*  reilri«t  compHition,  61  ;    ImIiBm 

I  to  "terfimftll  pttiDi,"  67 ;  ki-^m  tot 

'  TCftHotion  of  proiiuiliuii,  AS  ;  tleiiloi 

that  U  geiJ  cbcuper  trclght*.  TO ;  Kt- 

tiflu  ai  to  (ecret  ut  *aL-c«««.  80;  us- 

ttiSn  tliai   il  llkM  mmp«iiiion,  87: 

[itncir  about  freight  rai>>«,  Sfl  ;  mouoi 

klldiiKrtuiiiiiliiiK  freight  rulcn,  UA; 

(requcniK  office  i>f  Krir  [tailriMil,  l')3i 

d«Die«  pool  vkli  the  Tldcvtatei   Pl|)e 

Liiip,  118;  aol«  ntloTiityol  tlir  truat, 

IM  :  limius  suj  coiimwuuii  with  Na- 

tiotitt  Trancil  tompniic,  1 14  :  denies 

tbu  ■■i.liut..Iown"o(  l'887,  158;   d«. 

(cHbcdbjVanSFohel,  181;  Iiii«rrictv 

■bout  rabaloa  ou  Ru.'«'ii  liusbeM,  S47; 

QB  phannt  nihiiiont  vitli  compctihir*. 

rM3:   leatifleL  (lie  oil    unii    Is   not 

n  Buno fact II ring  uumitany,  273;  Iva- 

[li&ci  to  reports  by  fiiibonliiint«  «om- 

Ipauicf,  2T1 ;    lioc*    not   know  aUoul 

anililr  iciiortM  tt;r  aubar^naw  cgin> 

^■atct,  274;   ciplaim  Ita  hicccm, 

on  Ita  ohaapncM,  420;  in  the 

nntfaalOK    buslnoiw,   *Xi;    on    ita 

|«irn«nbi|>  of  oil  Undn,  4:1-1 ;  ltd  prop- 

Irtie*  "  iril  ,vul"  •afficluncly  numcr* 

InWt  AH;  to:itifi<ai  t«  tbarM  in  tliii 

Iriii4  owiivJ  hj  iru»tcc:<  itidiTiJuallx. 

IM:    -do**   not   kiio*,"   4fl7-68; 

rintde  •Itorncy  of  thp  triut,  470. 

FrMMlaiii  of    tha  Kiandard  Oil   Cons- 

paiiydcfiiM  4*ncriitii|>  of  minpanj  l>f 

BuiidaRl  Oil  Tru*t.  iW. 

Pfcaa,  and   ull   couiblnmlon,   160,  SOS, 

SI7.  S37;  iiH   of,  U>  mikv   suluidf 

popular,  3S3:  Pliilailolpliia,  on  ttciiu 

alaJi  Eitrultdtm  Treaty,  448. 

Fnoe  of  oti  aJvaapM  under  nalnint  of 

tnde,  M,  47 ;  under  oil  caiobigiatiou, 

tfi,  420,  431  n, ;   niaulpalatod  bj-  oU 


carablnuIoQ,  104;  in  OhiOL  ]07:  fn 
Kcw  York  and  Rurope,  tS4;  higher 
for  cnidn  tlinn  for  rcfioed  oil,  144; 
manipulation  ol,  210;  lowerad  bf 
oompetilion,  asi,  2H  :  ndmioti  atlCT 
Ba1dro<it«  roniotiilatiuii.  4:1;  prgu- 
laud  hj  ■.■ouimiitC'P^  421;  in  Near 
York,  flMd  bf  oil  (wmtilnalion,  *SS ; 
la  T«iai,  liidep«ntlciil  of  comfictilion, 
423;  (vldcnLi;  iftiliL'Tvd  hj  CongrcM, 
42S-14;  put  11  teller  of u?  I  "a^re" 
ttiti)  ti>c(urv,  434;  liiaiiou  of,  4t(i; 
K.  Buujainiii  AiidT<>irii  uii,  490  ■*. : 
Neir  York  linUy  Commtrrial  Bitllifin 
on,  480  n.;  under  Inubi,  4S1  n.; 
d^clinu  in  Germany,  4S8 ;  rcSnt-d  ull 
lowLT  thiin  crude,  430;  undtr  nraiNp- 
«ly.0O8, 

Frirate enl«rpriiM)  ant)  puhllci,  Sll. 

rrodiiocrs  of  oil,  and  South  luipntn- 
ment  Compaiiv,  S4 ;  or]i;>ni£iliun  In 
Pen na; Ira II ill,  All ;  (■iiibir;:o  broken, 
{>7;  L'nioD,  rrporl,  Mi'it,  Oi>;  forMd 
to  hII  ail  to  IriHt,  1U4 ;  ruroe4  Vi  Mil 
bclgw  inirkcl  ptii;?,  lOO^  loM  tlielr 
land.  4». 

Produom  and  Rufinem'  Oil  Companj, 
Umitod,  Carier  14..  IM,  44fi. 

I'roductiMi  reelrieu-d,  78;  In  Olito,  IHi 
Qt  Oil  Citr  and  Titiicvillv,  US;  by 
■liui-doirn  of  I«t7,  lAH.  IA7  ;  cdiMt>- 
DBM  of.  S17.  4Z»,  440. 

Pronia  of  naiiint!  ■  gu  oompaDj,  aL  To- 
ledo. SSt. 

Propertv,  "is  monopoly,"  SI;  «f  Hm 
C«>iul»iiiiliuua.  &1S. 

Protipcril;,  tat-lr,  in  oil  rej;ian>,  42,  41. 

Public  powera  aiul  pn^kerij,  prtviM  UM 
of.  a£3. 

Publiratloii  of  rallraad  tariff,  bow  and. 
ed,  aso. 

PuniaUmeut  aoralnal,  SH. 

(JcrALiTv,  ileurrloraiiuu  of,  under  iuonup> 
(ill.  40a-lV;  uf  oil  in  (lennanj,  41IS. 
Qninti/,  DiMrln  AMome^r,  247-«'& 

Railkoaba,  tiorlhweeleni,  combinaUon 
vitti    clcratorf,  6;    bajliij;   UliHni- 
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noiii  co&l  lands,  11 ;  buying  [ran  and 
timbor  buid*.  12;  rvfuM!  can  to  in> 
depetidi'nt  conl  Hhlppcra,  13;  cruth- 
ing  JiiiJi-fMiiiktit  GOkl  prodtioem,  18; 
monupc-li>«  ni]|brad(«  coal,  11,  It; 
nbc  TreigliU  in  prrTciit  ncttlcmeiit 
of  coal  jitrike,  I6TI,  IG;  lorMJen  lu 
r^niitijlvaniii  lo  ottii  or  opvrac*  coal- 
minvs.  19;  dUrDganl  liitM«tate  Com- 
morco  Cnnninii^^ian'ii  <lMtiiion  on 
«oal  ratca,  19 ;  auO  ricvature  imjiiI' 
blnoJ  111  Uitiiiciola,  81 ;  DorlliKcitt- 
Cm,  oncrag  Krain  bujora,  31 ;  nurtli- 
WMtem,  fii  \i\e  prlc«  of  wheat,  31 ; 
five  dincrtitiiciarnij;  mln  lu  ilreaaod- 
l»ef  m»n,  >6 ;  coiitrn<'l  with  Swuth 
imprutewMit  t'uinpAiir,  46;  <ontn>«t 
to  «Tcrv«m«  comp«titIgii  fur  prvfcncd 
ahippCT^  4S;  lu  dclccijt-ca,  4S ;  aJ- 
vuico  rn-tglil  rates  on  oil  lOU  per 
canL.OO;  f^iniil  apcdat  pri«ilu|^  to 
tnllrmid  rtircotors,  0*  :  lobbying  at 
IlartUbuTK,  fifi ;  rabaku  lo  oil  tam- 
btnatioii,  SO ;  favUiliv«  cuutnjll^ 
bj  oil  cotiilunatiui),  XO;  carrj  crude 
oU  lo  Cleielnntl  tor  iireferred 
ahtppcta  witiioiit  oliirtio,  8S ;  foroi 
Ctevelaiid  r«Unora  liiui  nnnatuiwl 
cquolitr,  85  :  1io<r  \bcy  e^iulJM  per- 
fot)'  aiiil  |>Wci<,)MI;  niiiko  war  oib 
PcDnaj-Uuiia  JUilrvad  tar  oil  totabi- 
umIoii,  ST  1  at  Now  Turk  rewiied 
$40,000,(N>J  of  public  rub,  97 ;  Irib- 
iiie  ptlil  tiv.  [o  AiiK^rioan  Tranifer 
Comfutnt,  SB;  par  .Imnrican  Tniu- 
for  C«in|MiiTon  «1I  nut  hand l^d  by  it, 
100;  oiBcini*  mviulKr*  of  Amvrioui 
Tnusfur  Compuoj,  100;  wl  lanniiwl 
facUitiM  tranafriTcl  in  oil  c«mb)na- 
lion,  101 ;  flglit  Ti<l<;iia[«r  Fipe  LtDO 
for  thn  oil  conibi nation,  tiM  ;  Icaa 
910.000,000  in  war  acainn  Tidewa- 
ter i'i|w  Line,  inS;  nill  not  t«ll  httw 
low  role)  ^vTt  iitoilc  agaiurt  Tidewa* 
Itrnpn  Lini',  IftH;  iri"i  "«  of  ihdr 
laada  lu  pipe  IIdm  uI  o41  cooblna- 
lion,  llS;  B^iTuuil  oombjimiion  inunay 
to  IidIU  pipo  liu«B,  ll«.  IIS;  pool 
vStb  pipe  Umi  of  ths  ail  Irun,  1  lit ; 


ollQclalt  drirc  bnrioMt  from  railroad* 
tu  coapMiDj  pipe  line,  lit.  IM; 
broken  plalgM  ot,  U  IndopandMit  r«- 
finer*,  119;  pool  with  pipe  lin«t,  Itl; 
iiinkv  war  on  bnrniUihippiKa,  1S9, 
1.12;  carry  lank-«ar*  free,  UI;  in- 
crease  fnti^tit  rale  on  barrola,  191. 
Hi;  iiictvaM!  freight  r%tM  at  in- 
itancc  of  tlia  oil  oorobliiation.  ISS : 
rniao  freight*  without  1^1  naiice. 
iS9,  S18:  vsirj  tatc«  aocAHing  to 
dcftiDBiion  bcyonil  their  tinea,  1117; 
niistakn  not  comci*J,  138;  deeiro^ 
hnrrel  ■hipmmit*,  I^IS:  proisMM  of 
ii-|inni(iun  uufiillilleJ,  13V:  lIMtke 
rnu'i;  Ilml  pruUiliil  irallii.-.  ISft;  anr. 
r«niler  l^rtniimU  lo  <>i\  CuTibtnallMi, 
UO,  H3;  relation*  nltb  oil  Kutt  oot- 
Iiiaivf,  HS;  liilKatjuii  before  Inler^ 
atalc  CuiDiatrvc  CniiiiiiLMion  prompU 
vd  by  uil  eoinljiiiaEiuii,  Hi;  inaobtjr 
liitori'tatd  CninincTci>  (V)n>iiiisi>lati's 
(l6ui>ioii,  IIU,  318 ;  uppoM  n<!W  iode- 
[H.-iidctit  pifw  lino  lu  MaliiwrJ,  140; 
Civc  UK  ot  lauila  in  pipe  linra  of  tbe 
oil  trust,  lai ;  ofBdala  wantlu);  Block- 
liulclora'  monvy  Iti  bupclnai  litijcilioa, 
1 0!  ;  force  Joabiia  UerriU  ont  of  buaW 
neaa,  ISO;  oonaalt  wiib  oil  eotobiaa- 
tion  nbiiijt  taieing  rates  against  inilc* 
pcndunu,  300;  luaka  ralo*  tLai  pr«- 
liifait  UkIKo  at  MdtMu,  2Q1,  AM; 
rrfuiMi  raic9i  in  UarieLui  reAncrt,  303 ; 
olHnlnlt  refute  lo  teaiify  lu  OIUo  In 
1879.  a02;  iiuinuiaa  mt««  SSZ  p«r 
MAI.  to  one  shipper,  217;  (b'liy  dl«. 
criioinaiion,  118;  niako  tbclr  favvr> 
itea  "sole  ptopic,"  S19;  cnnmilt 
with  preferred  ahlppera  as  lo  frefylit 
talM  to  cooDpnilurv,  219;  mraae  lo 
anawcr  leltora  of  ihippnrs,  !t%\  9X3: 
tliarge  moie  for  Ibe  ilioiiur  liauli, 
!21,  X&9,  SSS:  •- iiiDUkv-f  "  foe  r»- 
TureJ  kliippcrs,  3U,  SJI ;  oflktalan^ 
f aac  to  icsUfy  bcforo  Coiipras,  IH  ; 
■•iiteKiil"  refuaul  to  Eire  lutra.  124, 
SIT;  rR[ti«i>10Aiiaweri|i)v«liuH about 
tank-oar  ratM,  2!S;  make  eliafgtt 
rogardlota  of  quaniily  fur  pnifcntJ 
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■bipp«n,  33S  ;  b&ul  Unk*ctn  free  Tor 
■  pnfemd  flil[>p^r»,  SSti ;  «vas)cii)B  of 
'til*  tftir  regardinj;  publiontioo  of  Ur- 
lffi>,S!il>;  liilMUtp  Ulik'Cur  luCca 
lo  tliippci'f,  3S0;  m*hu  inCci  t«  pro- 
■fcrrtit  ali[|>|icrs  ''nsUiiihliiii;;])'  low," 
'ISV;  rv(u9«  la  tli>c  rstf*.  23»;  px; 
|,)>l«feiT«(t  tlii|>pi-f»  mik'rj^L>,  ^.'iS ;  l-uii- 
jcnil  niilcajtp  trimi  iniivpnulrnt  uliip- 

|:f>rni,  £l!t  ;  giv«  Slmiiiiinl  Oil  Coinjia' 
||l>   it  cciiU  out  wl  !<£  cciil.*  frclj^lit 
lid  bjr  Q«urg»  Bliv,  2iie  ^  alli^gijuitv 
tlie  oompaiif,  SOii :   I'oii.iu-urCioti 
aldeil  by  Tolodo,  313:  ConiiiiisiiuLinr 
ISTD,  in  Gtuat   tiiiliiiri.  3G0 ;  rvgul!)- 
Uu'i,  Duliv  nt  \VcHin|!ion  on,  3A» ; 
ui-i    Cuiji'tiliiliuii  uf    N'c*  Voik   of 
imo.  8Jui  RHiit.li,  A.  T.  lliiJIrv  oii, 
870;  Sc«  V<jik  (.(iinliiis.'iiin  iif  |RS7. 
3'0 ;  iliuciiii*  ubulilluti  cit  Xuw  Yoiic 
Bnilvny  niiinniiuliiii    tif    Itti'iJ,  S7I; 
kBui4  com  mi  ill  on*   lo  rffnilnte,  371  : 
oDciiti*  rcfiiKn  la  aniwci'  <|iin(tionaof 
C«iig;re»,  3'3;    picvcut  slrpruvnt  i( 
Culoi-ado  oil  lo    I'ucifli.-  •MUa,  4'JT ; 
(llAcriiniiiH'll'in  o\i  (itrrmmi,  43S ; 
Penniijilvnnn  Ctwiiiriiimi    nii,  4ltl  ; 

Dia  tllO  nil  busiiiius  Hurlli    f  30.0(M,- 

t^OOD  »  vcar,  IhM  i  nnnci^liip  ii(  niaiii. 

rn«f«il  ItusI  in, -Hill,  4r.l;  ral^  lo 

^^  Gombiiintiuti  MKm.  474  ;  prefcr- 

Dces  lo  oil  comliinnlitin  dcucrilwil  by 

be  IulCT«tDtc  Cuiiiuiui'i'i-  Curiiiiiisiiun, 

4?B;    oIKciiilo    Bilmii    whuUs,   48l>; 

*tiut  fiff  ibii'inciiU  of  Utiloritda  and 

Vt'jrooimg  oil,   4H1;  vollu^ivc   lilign- 

llon  lictncoi)  Suulimi-n   I'ncilii:  Iloil- 

■d  unit  oil  coiuViiutiuii,  4S8:  of- 

date  vharsvd  nitli  r>H.-rivins  n  lionus 

for  Ri^r>t;  Khnira,  4t(i3  j  olltcialt  own- 

I  of  mock  in  Chici^  I'riidii  Stock- 

,  487 ;  tix  Ili0  ]j<n>T  fur  tlie  tiuli, 

iMi^ielM.OiVi.O'iiMof  KtO,fifiO,f"» 

tiftbm  out  i>f  $JtijO,(Kiii,000  rn-'iKliis 

r)learly,4'Jl ;  noinw  (orvU'lnllTinlnt^f- 

■t;iU:Cotii incite  law,  498 ;  ■I'tiilciiU  lo 

eaip^(f<,4li(>;  righlatif  iiiniilflTtit,  &0S. 

B*in»d«U,  IloDiL'-r,  on  Sixitii  Imprvvi.-- 

Dfnl  Cumiiuiiy  uouttai't,  SQ. 


RuBdins  Itailroai]  uid  railroad  «^r  of 
1877,  88. 

lUtMicf,  to  SiMitli  Impravement  Con- 
piti'v,  16  i  equal  to  ^\  pci-  ccut.  it 
jeni' on  caplul,  60;  Olilo  i^ii{iraii<i 
Court  Jecinioji  on,  (til;  to  the  oil 
ciiinbinntiiin,  Olt,  474-&7  ;  dciiiod  liv 
ptviiJi'iil  at  ttte  'III  t:i)iiil)Uiiitiufi,  l*l> ; 
in  tNtsfidaril  Oil  Coiniuiiir,  UB,  S'16; 
lo  Atuprican  Triitintcr  (.'flmpiiny,  100; 
fivm  rullnmJd  tiulld  |iipe  Hum  for 
oil  i-oiiiliiiutiuii,  I  lit.  I  IS  ;  tfi  oii  font- 
bliintjon  adniilttil,  \Si;  uiikuuitii  to 
oulsido  «liip|wr«,  478;  Kiiiog  °*  '0- 
cdt'iii^C,  a.  {wiijlrntlar}' tifTmicr,  41)1; 
duiiiuJ  hy  metnlMni  uE  tho  oil  liuil, 
\.'ii;  to  oil  vombiaalivii,  auiiiitiat^  of 
rviilcnuii  of,  470;  a'liiiiilo'il  lij  oAl- 
cial«  or  ihc  Pai'lllc  milwavv  4S0;  lo 
A.  T.  HiewarL  &  Co.,  IttH;  givau 
1>*  Pun II (^ I r  1.11  la  Raitruiul  to  three 
enal  diml«rs.  ISO;  refund  of  flv«r« 
>iiJ  ukcr*  lotvutifj  ill  Clii«iii«,  490; 
t^O.uOO.OOO  li>  tlOO,0(H>,<)00  a  ynr, 
461. 

KcGiieti?'*,  |>eiruteum,  iliimantUiif;  of, 
it ;  oil.  put  under  canlnvl  lu  limil 
prDdiicHoii,  HI,  eO;  atiut  dowu  aud 
(mllwl  dnwn,  7 1 . 

UvGiicra,  oumpplloJ  lo  »cll  It  Soiilli  Im- 
proviioieDi  Company,  01;  pui  uniirr 
lionda  not  to  rpQnc,  VK;  Kow  Votk, 
du  not  dare  to  build  taige  niiuKriei, 
107. 

tWu«CAll  dell7«redto»MDp<)til<in>,3B|. 

Kcichonbocb  on  pctrotoum,  S6, 

Kv)iuiu  by  HuUunJliiaUi  ooinpanic*  of 

oil  ii'u»i.  -iii, 

Kepiibticiii  iNii'iy  and  tugar  ln»t.  404. 

RinnrlcLinn,  of  compoiing  r»fln«*i«a 
by  nil  cnmblnallait,  61 ;  of  iti  oa. 
pa«ily  lo  ono-half  b»  ()><  oil  cofo- 
tiinaliun,  CB  i  n(  prodiialon,  by  oil 
votiiliiiinlioii,  421  ;  In  Sdullam),  4SX 

Kicc  Ci!uri;o.  10ti-2(!;  Ici*  lnl«rautc 
Co-niiiitnw  Comniidiirii)  i-ajjos  |^  Iw 
default,  151 ;  <«  BruiidTt'd  H  df ,  S91I ; 
CUM  bcfaw  lntttr«iii(<-  CommntK 
ComaitMiw),  S39  it.;  t*.  ikandHrd  Oil 
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Tmit,  S4I :  M.  tnut«ci  of  Sundan] 
Uil  Trait,  4D8. 

Rspc,  RnblnKm,  and  WIthoPOp  cui>, 
1800,  btfore  Inurtuio  Uaauucroa 
CurnmiMlon,  M7. 

BicliKrdKin  m.  Iliilil  r/«J,  10. 

Hirer,  Inlcrfcmicv  nlili  *liipiiicDU  b;, 
2^  ;  iliipiiH'iii*  «tup|ieil  hy  oil  cum* 
bliintioD,  A'i^  :  tniije  lu  Geriuiiny  np- 
]iP(ipriMcci  bv  oil  tn]«,  437. 

lUK'lit'vter,  KKptoeluii  in  Vticiiiim  riefio- 
cr;.  2SO,36S. 

IbiB(!lH.-t.r,  I.unI,  cuaiDenU  ot  htvmtort' 
Kniiu.  400. 

KotltfuIiUiU,  (KMltioQ  lu  KuBKlan  oil  lu- 
(Itintry,  44  !t. 

italfixr  Uri><li«ra,  46S, 

Kwnh,  Ani«ri»n  oil  combiniitlon  In, 
442 ;  nvery  producer  alLoweil  lo  ea- 
ter iiiti^rufttkoDat  Irasl,  144  ;  Minin«r 
of  nnajK.'c  (iif  Aiiinw  t'omliinntJuj) 
with  American  nl]  tniet,  444  ;  why 
garcmnient  «(,  f*vor«<i  Amuri«iui  oil 
coiobiKMiuu,  44Ai  trMljr  *Ub,  440. 

RuHer  circular,  6i. 

Bin.  83. 

SaiiforJ    ea«c,  PvDiiajflvatiia    Supreme 

Court,  at. 
Scaodinniiu,  437. 
Scareitr.  tiie  object  of  oil  combtDetloa, 

IS ;  Uil  r.liy  and  Tlluarill«  reAiicricd 

heftcloeed,  143. 
Sdimek.     U.    P.,    Ilbd    agaliut     tlic, 

Scofiold,  IkprMcntalirc,  rcsoluttoD  for 
inrntlgitiun  of  Suutli  liuprweniaat 
CniiipnitT,  M:  v.  C,  Kumdanl  Oil 
Ci>iii|iaiiir  v» ,  CI,  8V ;  (tuci*lon,  00 ;  it 
al.  VI.  Ltkv  Rliofv  anil  Uidijgan 
£outlK*rii  tUltwt;  Companr,  70. 

Scotch  r*rii>j.'ra  in  ISSO,  RS-  pool  of, 
13;  nialcv  fuperiur  *r(lc|p,  406;  pt«- 
cludud  (rani  dineiitdlii;;  poor  qiialliy 
of  AfnniiKii  odl,  409  :  [tool  nlib  Aiuct' 
l»na  bnjk«n  In  1H7^41T;  iwol  mth 
American  coiiiliinaiioii,  43A;  mmii- 
pfelUd  t»  mltic«  pn>ducilon,  4tS ; 
•Uriukase  of  oapilal,  439, 


Soolc,  Tliomaa,  on  Soatb  buproTUMBt 
OoiDpany  cooLntct,  aO. 

Scrow,  turn  another,  SIX. 

£eaboanl,Tidvriii«r,l<nrtp1pcliuelo,IOT. 

Sua&Kn.  /iriL-ricMi,  D»l  «iui>loy«4l  Vy 
Aiiicricui  aiiliaidiwd  atMiDBni,  400. 

Sccrvcj.  ba!8i«<l  on  bjr  oil  conbi nation. 
03,  OQ.  79;  ill  itiiMlli-tviueiiif  fivljElilt. 
318,474  ;  us  (o  onucnliip  of  wll-trudi 
•toclt,  481. 

Sevrnluiy,  i>(  on)  (Mmbinntlan,  lealiSw 
licfore  UhJo  Lcto'laturc,  £1 :  tcaii&n 
to  "  eotrL-cly  Biijf  pculilA^"  B? ;  Icoii* 
flwt  to  piircliBw  of  oil  pUriof  Tenn- 
fyliaiiiii  Kailruaii,  S'i ;  nut  a  i>nwlinl 
cnl-man,  4fia ;  f«(uf«d  to  give  OoigVMa 
nantM  at  oorn^ra  «t  ctitain  tttwm  hi 
l»  pipe  lines,  48T. 

Rccmann,  R.  F.,  IHt  Mannpoiitiruiui  ib* 
PrtnArvm  //andtii  Hint  <kr  I'MrulatiH 

iicnnlc,  t'uiltnl  State*,  ttie  Pajii*  •ok&- 
>l«l.  874-SS. 

Sliarplcta  r*.  I'blladclplila,  81ft. 

Stiivuilii,  com  III  nation,  3T. 

"  Shut-dovn,"  of  1807,73,131:  adranoes 
priMa  uf  kvniMiiie,  15S. 

Silllmui,  PrafaMor  BenJAiulo,  aiulrBW 
petruteuai,8fP ;  ou  oil  not  iiigiio|>ulised, 
40. 

SUrc-inidc,  &2a. 

Sniltli,  AUnm.  494. 

Soomtea,  tli«  p«at  arc  Itin  bad,  BOS. 

South  Improvement  Cotnpsuv,  Inveati- 
(^l«d  by  CongTCM,  49,  IS ;  invc#U^a- 
Uou  >uppn!M«(l,40 1  cvnincl  uf  nil- 
roads  nkli,  4.t :  n:<j>l(»,  4B;  and  oil 
couibittaiiun,  *3nie,49;  loliaieoin- 
pl«l«  monopolv,  4f> :  mmpela  nBntn 
ta  aed  lo  it,  61 ;  MUtraoUi  Ml  «u- 
CvUed,  ST  i  ctimm  ropculod,  BT  ;  ar- 
mif:etnent  ■t>1lcxiiis"ln  rcalii^." 08j 
rrcaidonl  <Ff  tiinnilKnl  Oil  Pi<«ipanT 
on,  liM;  plan  of,  rrprujuccil.  &3:  n^- 
appeal--  In  Annirltiiii  Tianitur  I'olu- 
^■ii_T,  100;  Mf'iuiiB;^  tn  opernlioB  in 
tSHCI,  S13;  d>ani;i-J  In  b* now  to  OfMt- 
at»u  in  l^lilomia,  47)1. 
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South,  oil  combbaliO'a  di>L  fiopukr  in 
Ibc.  aoff, 

Suuthum  faa^iflo  Kailrtmd  Cuuiihu)'  muI 
Whitliw,  Fuller  &  Co,,  Stnlidard  Oil 
Cuni[iaii;  m.,  -184. 

Bp«culikiiui),  in  fugnr<tiu(t  stock,  82, 
tOR;  in  oil,  iS;  iij  o\\  conibinatiirii, 
oil  advance  knnnledgG  of  freight  ru- 
ducUon,  110;  (ullunl"»Ilu^(Io«ll"af 
1887.  1S7. 

SpiH,  6t-  wntch  nhipniAntii,  S12;  pay 
wf,  aH8;  iu  warou  ToWu,  3»1. 

Bundun]  Oil  Compan;,  interview  cith 
pri-*aiit(.'[it  of,  euLLi'tniiii);  Eolith  Ini- 
prorftncTit  Ccimpmiy,  US  ;  prmidnnt 
of.  Leiijfifs  atiuut  Soiiiliern  Impmcc- 
niMit  Cunifianj',  69;  i«.  W.  C.  Rer»li«l(l 
rt  a/,,  41,  89;  d('oi4!i>n,  3if ;  rontrnct 
villi  Lake  Shore  mad  liocidnl  to  be 
"uiilanful,"  10;  Siipranc  Cnurt  of 
Ohio  on  in  monopol.v,  lU ;  ami  war 
of  nilc»,  1877.  88  ;  coritiiiets  ftir  k- 
bhU>  of  cine-U<tiih  of  nil  oil  frolghCfi, 
80;  low-FT  raCu  bj'I'vnnnyiTaiiiikKAiU 
Tott'l  to.  90,  04 ;  rmiKlit  nUi  of  3>) 
ccnia  Ui.  113  ;  Brie  raniract  nilli,  108; 
IndependenU  foroed  to  wil  to,  HI ; 
tax  inviMti^nttion,  bj  PnniitTlvatiia 
Legiilaturc,  IflC;  rnombrre  o-f,  in- 
dicted iu  Clai'ion  Couttlj,  l'cna<iyl- 
vaniu,  nO;  mt«(]  from  trial  hy  Su- 
preme OinrL,  leO;  incinbcn  of,  object 
to  taking  m  iuieiu -eland,  171;  ¥co- 
pl«  of  Ohio  M,  S88;  aufid  bj  To. 
letlu  fur  (1.000.000  dama^it,  SO? ; 
e|>«iiilii  monoyin  elnction«,  SSG;  Sena- 
tor Tnjoc  oil  t!ic,  88«;  paja  Stulo 
liicpcctors,  414;  owoeil  by  Standard 
Oil  Ttuitt,  lafl;  Ita  iicenideEit  denin 
owiieralilp  b;  Siniulanl  Oil  Trust, 
4tlS;  apjilictitiuii  to  AtUiniox-tieiiend 
at  New  York  tor  fnrfiiitiire  of  oliar- 
tervf,40S;  v4.  foulhcm  IWiGe  Itail- 
roAil  and  WliJctJer,  FulUr  &  Co.,  1M. 

SlanilNnl  Oil  Ttu»l.  piirebiMe  et  irorka 
of  vidoir  Competitor  by  thtte  Iriia- 
t«ee  ef,  M;  iflssolutlon  of.  MO ;  Rica 
ft.,  S41  ;  and  tlie  Uufffila  eiploaion, 
m-^S  ;    DOl  a  man Dtftelu ring  com- 

)S 


I>an7,  STS;  member*  of.  onkrcd  ms 

qiEillcd  byihejiid^.  272-34;  tniBteei 
|iur*uually  uwa  iiiajuril^  u(  mu:Ii  eom- 
paay  in,  XT3,  4AS  ;  controls  emj 
movetnent  of  *ubordinaTi-'  eotupanioii, 
ST4 ;  bow  it  pools  iLe  euiitnl  and 
jiniGiA  of  ftubordinata  earn  pan  in, 
ZT5:  owna  Dalurnl-^^i  eoiupaiiim, 
331;  mtiniml  or,  ia  prvsidvnc  of  [be 
New  Vork  Oonstitutlonal  L'onin^ntion, 
4GS;  'deelar«d  void  by  Ruprnme  CViurt 
of  Now  York,  433;  I'evplcof  Oliiov)., 
4£3  1  Rice  w.  Truttece  of,  4S3;  Sii* 
prMiie  Court  of  Ohio  pronomieva  it  a 
monopoly,  and  roiil.  4ti8  ;  New  Tork 
Loglslatiire  tin  formiiJablo  nioucj 
power  of,  4fi7 ;  dividond",  457  ;  eapt- 
Ul  of,  oorth  |148,000,l>l»  in  1198, 
4C>;  Incerauw  QHnmeree  C«iiuirfa> 
jiuti  (in  immnnKC  poirer  of,  438  ; 
kmpa  no  books,  499:  opvraiiuna  not 
biiilnvM.  470  ;  mnhc^s  prcddonl  its 
Ritornny,  470-,  nx«eut«s  larg«  oon- 
tracla  llirouf-b  atlorvey*,  470 ;  aaka 
Cciitfrcae  Ui  beat  additional  defence. 
-471  :  diacTcpaocT  between  ibc  facta 
and  Its  evidence;  471 ;  ctaima  same 
rebatM  were  Enintnd  to  othvc  ablp> 
pit*,  479;  Its  offer  lo  prore  to  Ceo- 
(tTCaa  that  C.  B.  Uatthdwa  Uwtifled 
taWely,  47S;  Its  Gtnpleyrnent  ot  dc- 
teetivca  admitted  by  latter,  473;  Its 
Uiteaia  of  LiUi^tiun  agaiiiat  ojmpcti' 
t«n,4Tn:  mrmbar  of, denies  rebaim, 
478. 

ftti-'amisbip,  lilscriminatfon  in  favor  of 
meal  cotnbiiiatiuii,  37 ;  pool,  1198. 

Stcnif,  8imoa,  on  «il  tei-ntlnaU  of  Etie 
Kailniad,  10?;  on  tailnHida  (atinK 
poor  lor  ibe  riob,  4Stl. 

Slevarl,  A.  T.,  k  Ca,  ruliate  to,  4S9.        ' 

St.  Loiila,  forty  rediiMions  In  «ll  jpricaa 
in  three  yoani,  4S7. 

Stock  oateriog  in  oatunl-mu  oon- 
paniee  at  Toledo;  308. 

Stock  Vunls,  Cliictt;o,  Union,  U. 

Stomgp,  nrdlnnncM  for,  UMd  lo  OVf^ 
oomc  computition,  2IS. 

Stoirei,  F.  U.,  on  Sell'gug,  SB, 
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8t«*«*, « ;  Muottctnren,  Nadoittl  Af- 

»oci*tio«i,  10. 
Street -raUwaTt,    BraoUTB,   wiolMt- 

tiotuS. 
Strike  of  Htm  Tork  frdgbt-bguMllen, 

SttlMid*,  vi%ieA  bf  Sccnury  a(  tke  X^tt, 
S8>;  ivImI  bj  CoapMiniLa  of  both 
pw1ic«,U9)  ptMtel,  aaV-IMi  pnM 
tBtrf  10  poyaUrltt,  S02 ;  policy  af 
lbBiiatioiM,a9S;  gM  hi  briber;,  8M: 
sdncMtd  bj  Cuiad  StaiM  CatBBW- 
■kmer  of  KtriguioB,  401. 

Rapir  tt««,  JiM%e  B*mti'«  Jciciriaa,  8, 
4 ;  tnvntigslMB  bj  K«<*  Tork  Lcgi*- 
IftUrc,  3S,  » i  nphal  u»d  diridmdi;, 
8^  St,  404 ;  coairiboua  la  Bapa)^ 
Ueui  uid  Dnnacntie  putica,  403 ; 
prtaidcBt  icailiM  abtwi  cain|Mlgn  ron- 
tribaiiana,  401 ;  McuritMS  urf  pcofita, 
401 1  ud gonntMU,  404 ;  and  anii- 
tniM  Ia<T.  KM;  preaidwt  kdroiu  Jl 
Iwa  inCMMd  prie^  431  n. ;  aud  lariS 
bill  af  I6»,  419. 

Swnatn.  441. 

9im.  K««  Tork.  on  tBConw  of  BBMnbani 
of  oil  irwt,  4M. 

Sapprwaen.  of  coagf«a»ioi»l  iaraaii^ 
liaa.  ISn.  4ft,  M;  ISTS,  TI ;  cri- 
4aMe  !■  Clenbikd.  S3. 

BBpnBa  CMit  of  Ohio^  tfecUioo  do 
ftkaiM,  B*:  of  P«nB»ilTMta,  taur- 
fma  t*  Mr«  m<fiil>cn  uf  t'landard  OD 
OMnpaajf  (rwn  trUI,  IVu  ;  mU  to  b« 
nuib7^nB*Tltmai4lUilr«*4,181 1  td 
Kn  Tork,  on  SoMtard  Oil  Tnui,  4U. 

Sortlnl  ut  lU  noeuoil.  II. 

T*XK.ao*n  for  canal,  9£. 

Tuk-Mrt.  wigin  of,  41;  owiM  frM 
bj  lai1.-o•d^  ISl :  I«ai  pnjfitabla  l« 
nilroada  than  banvla,  I&4 ;  five  rar- 
rtaee  of  »3  fnlloai  ta  ckji.  139; 
voraa  Ikan  powitor,  1X9;  prvUbitaij 
dbiihilMttow  agiUaM  ««iwthor»'. 
189 ;  inJeptfaikni  •tuffar*  caiMMl 
1^  T«i«a,  328 1  of  prrf  amd  lUppata, 
haalad  fna  bj  laOrMd^,  t»  ;  unii- 
iMnpaiBiadottVtn. 


OcnMB,    itfnwd    fl^ 


Taak-MMiMfa, 
497. 

Tariil,  diaasta  la  C«raaa7.  487 1 
cTcd  in  France  440 ;  and  rasar  Iraad 
404.  448 :  and  iruua,  John  De  WUl 
WanM  on,  449 

Ikua,  oil  eanblnatlon  rafuaea  (e  pay, 
in  FcMMjlTa^a,  IM. 

Tamlaal    facititMi.  of   tailrowla, 
mllcd  \tj  oil  covbiaukn,  102 ;  wW' 
raducd  bf  railroadt  to  oil  imiihliM 
lion,  140.  US. 

TaatknoeT,  In  CWrcland  case  diaaypanw^ 
88;  iniitilat«d  lMM(«tpt  lot  CW- 
gtaa  of  Baffalo  caploMS  c*m.  M4a 
Wi,  »«:  taken  in  Caa«raaA>iMl  la- 
TestigaikMaf  IS»Btole«i,  8T&. 

Tbofinan.  Allaa  6..  oo  ilw  alerllMi  nf 
SeoaMr  Fkyne^  ST8. 

Tidevua*  Pipa  Una,  afginfand,  lOTt 
rata  of  10  waU  per  barrel  nadc  hf 
r«Urandaagaintt,loei  ptasp^Lins 
flumodcn  u  Uh  <&  oaMbinaiigm 
Itl 

Timber  bnJs,  nilraailf  bnyta^  IS. 

TUanilfe  fir*,  Jiina  8.  jni.417. 

TlnavUlc  u4  CHI  CU;  Indcpeadent 
VU&Dtr^  Auuciatiuna  ta  PvuvjI- 
ranla  IUitnn<i  rl  ^.,  116-M. 

ToMv.  FlndU;  and  SpriagMi  B^»^ 
la.  Ohio  Oil  L'<iaipan:r.  U&. 

TalMki^  war  Dfooi,  WS-tfS ;  iinrlicTikia 
nmaidpal  avppi;  uf  aatural  f:*«,  S97  ^ 
Biuoidtial  aU  to  rvlltnadt,  811;  poo. 
pie  of  Ohw  Ml,  814 ;  PeU»w»  ^4  W.  (^ 
811 ;  pan  of  iIm  «a  cwa>b)i>atfa«  Ib 
Ut  wu  afainat,  adwhraAi  889;  t 
HUml'pa  Oat,  flsandnl  ream 
SSS-«8 ;  pnbbe  aiUrpfiaa  boildt 
l«r  pipt  Ud*  tluu  prraaU:,  840 ; 
abut  off,  »M:  brlnp  anb 
PtaaiUnJ  Oil  Canpanr  anil  otken 
$1.000.UU0  da^«W,  WT 

Ttaaannr,  «f  oil   matblnaUan, 
Hitafcaaa  of  cd)  plan  of  Pimnrjl 
BailM*d,eA 

Tiaaanry,  SamUir  nf  Cnttcd  Stal^ 
UMhmnnaaodnW  nf  dl  irtilanila^ 
400;  onlotU  paid  dravfaaci*^  401 
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ComminioneT  of  NA*Igktion,  advo- 
catea  subsidieii,  401. 

Truesdale,  George,  tes^rannj  of,  246. 

Tnut,  anti,  law,  S,  7,  404 1  oil  combiiin- 
tion,  parent  of  sjstem  of,  8 ;  in  poli- 
tico, 403  ;  all  contribute  to  campaign 
eipenees,  403  ;  prices,  429  ;  prices  of, 
superior  to  pauic,  431  n. ;  and  tariff, 
449. 

Turpentine,  rates  on,  232. 

CiiDiXTtKERa  combination,  87. 

Unitad  Pipe  Lines,  buy  bankrupt  pipe 
lines,  67 ;  owned  bj  oil  combination, 
101,  12fi. 

United  Slates,  vi.  E.  C.  Knight  ft  Co.  et 
oL,  404 ;  marebal  libeU  river  Bteam- 
ers,  225. 

United  States  Pipe  Line  forced  to  aban* 
don  Hancock  route,  163 ;  makes  suc- 
cess of  piping  retined  oil,  166  ;  oppo- 
sition to  extension  beyuiid  Willces- 
barre,  445, 

Uprising  in  the  oil  regions,  1672,  G5. 

Takdirbilt,  Commodore  Cornelius, 
wealili  of,  at  44,  460;  William  H.,on 
SoutK  Improvement  Com  pan;  con- 
tract, 61 ;  Hurpri.sed  by  ready  cash  ot 
tnl  combination,  B8 ;  never  heard  of 
American  Transfer  Company,  S9  n. 

Von  Sjckel,  Samuel,  lays  firat  pipe  line, 
41,  186;  history  and  inieiitions  of, 
182-98  ;  t*  Acme  Oil  Company,  187 ; 
gets  United  States  patents  for  new 
process  of  refining,  193  ;  given  6  cents 
damages  by  the  judge,  195;  dies  in 
poverty,  462. 

W^ooMB  cheaper  than  railroads,  211. 
Warner,  A.  J.,  on  bill  to  regulate  river 

sliipraenta,  22S. 
Warner,  John  Dc  Witt,  on  trusts  and 

Urirr,  449. 
Wasliiugton,    Constitution     concerning 

trusts,  451. 


Wealth,  concentrated,  greatest  sov- 
ereign, 134;  of  the  combinations, 
certain  features  of,  513. 

Webster,  Daniel,  on  eitemporaneoua 
acquisition,  462. 

Weehawkca  oil  docks,  HO. 

Well-drillers'  Union  and  the  "shuU 
down  "of  1887,  164. 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  on  State  and 
railroads,  369. 

Whalcbacka,  460. 

Whiskey,  ring  of  1S74,  20;  trust,  sec- 
retary of,  arrested,  21. 

Widow,  competitor  of  oil  combination, 
70  ;   forced  to  sell,  77. 

Wilkesberre  railroads  oppose  inde- 
pendent pipe-line  crossing,  lei. 

Wilson,  William  L.,  on  sugar  trust,  32  ; 
President  Cleveland  to,  404. 

Witnesses,  before  United  States  Sen- 
ate Committee  investigating  Chiengo 
meat  combination  intimidated,  34 ; 
before  committee  of  Coiigress  re- 
fuse to  testify,  80;  refuse  to  ap- 
pear before  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, 146  ;  railroad  officials  refuse 
to  testify  in  Ohio,  202 ;  railroad,  re- 
fuse to  testify  before  Congress,  224  ; 
coached,  279. 

Woman  refiner,  73. 

Working-men,  thrown  out  of  work,  64, 
68,  136,  154,  159,  405  ;  punished  for 
boycott,  287 ;  of  Toledo  support  city 
natural-gas  pipe  line,  SOS ;  in  Toledo 
subscribe  for  city  gas  bond?,  340; 
reduction  of  wages  in  Scotland,  436 ; 
decline  of  wages  in  oil  reginns,  456. 

World,  New  York,  on  Russian  Extra- 
dition Treaty,  448. 

Wright,  ilcnry  C,  discussion  on  slav- 
ery, 346. 

Wyoming  oil,  railroads  prevent  sblp- 
ments  of,  4S1. 

ToUNG,  T.  Graham,  on  British  oil  teat, 
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KatioBt  by  iha  Pratt 

Xutheran  Observer,  Philadelphiti. 

This  book  ts  likely  to  create  a  sensation  In  the  business  circles  of  this 
country.  It  is  a  comprehensive  and  striking  presentation  of  the  concen- 
tration of  capital  and  power  in  trusts,  monopolies,  corporations,  and  other 
combinations  of  trade  and  commerce,  which  has  been  such  a  conspicuous 
feature  of  American  life  in  recent  years. 

SpringjUld  Republican.    Editorial. 

It  ts  a  remarkable,  an  amazing  stoiy,  .  .  .  Altogether  we  may  say  that 
a  stronger  indictment  of  the  present  dominant  forces  In  industry  lias  not 
been  put  in  print. 

Congregationalist,  Boston. 

We  hope  it  will  be  read,  but  not  without  further  inquiry.  Tlioughtful 
citizens  will  not  rush  to  either  extreme  In  their  indignation,  but  will  study 
how  to  combine  in  defence  of  common  Justice,  alike  In  behalf  of  and  iigiiinst 
a  power  which  Uius  far  too  often  has  bad  Its  own  stern,  merciless  way  with 
its  opponents,  no  matter  what  moral  or  civil  laws  have  stood  in  its  path. 

Standard,  Chicago. 

Tills  is  a  work  to  be  read  by  students  of  sociology,  and  by  all  Interested 
in  the  Civic  Federation  and  good-cltlzenship-movements  of  our  lime. 


ii  WBA.LTH  AGAINST  OOMMONWEALTE 

Philadelphia  Telegraph. 

Here  Is  a  book  wliich  tbe  historiaD  of  these  times,  a  generation  or  more 
hcnw,  will  look  over  with  more  tban  passing  interest. 

Chicago  Tribune. 

It  is  an  fixhausUve  and  impressive  sliowtng  that  he  makes,  and  the  book 
will  attract  wide  attention. 

Chicago  Evening  Pott, 

A  Rinstcrly  and  successful  attempt  to  illustrate  the  movement  of  bosineaa 
foiiilaliKation  iu  ilii»  country.  It  is  a  work  nf  very  subtle  research  aad  of 
labor  timt  must  have  been  enormous.  .  .  .  Tbe  narrHtlve  has  for  a  thought- 
ful mind  nil  the  fascination  and  Impressivenesa  of  a  powerful  romance. 
Till'  history  of  American  monopoly  is  more  amazing  than  most  romance. 
.  .  .  Wmlth  agttin*!  Commontr*alth  is  a  remarkable  contribution  to  the  dis- 
rnsslon  nf  industrial  development.  It  stands  quite  apart,  an  epoch-making 
book,  suggestive,  stimulating,  startliag. 

Hartford  Coaront. 

If  lialf  the  story  he  tells  were  true— and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
whole  of  it  —  It  would  behoove  every  thoughtful  Americao  to  read  and 
p(^ml«r  what  is  hero  written,  thus  coming  to  realize  the  threat  and  tbe  har- 
ror  Implied  in  the  word  "Trust" — satdooic  satire  on  the  original  meaoiog 
of  the  wonl.  Koboily  will  find  it  hanl  to  read,  for  the  book  is  in  power 
of  literary  presenlaiion  quite  apart  from  others  in  Ilie  Oeld ;  it  is  almost 
ciwxtanlly  cpigmmmatic  and  lirilliaut.  ...  Tie  expoivs  the  fallacy  of  tbe 
lot  alone.  Manchester  school  of  political  economy,  poinU  out  that  tiie  tmst 
denkipment  and  aiTi:^ncy  is  the  incviiable  flowmng  of  such  a  system 
(in  agreement  here  with  iVofossor  Huxley,  in  his  essay  on  Evolntioa  and 
Mv^rals> ;  aiHl  he  insists  on  the  extirpation,  root  and  biaiK^  of  tbe  whole 
thing,  looking  to  the  coming  of  helpful  co-opCTation.  brotherly  love,  and  a 
ci'>nsequent  more  equitalile  redistribuUou  of  tbe  fraita  of  the  earth.  It  is 
in  this  o^njitruciive  pan  of  his  w<«^k  that  Mr.  Lloyd  will  be  most  attacked, 
ami  that  he  mingles  Viopiao  bt^ws  with  his  f<vecmst  is  dM  imposBfble. 
But  the  earnestness,  bratity.  and  underlying  ideal  ligfatneK  of  ojHnioQ  will 
be  felt  by  all  gencntus  aoula. 

N.-ithing  short  of  Aimplele  qncOsitkais  of  these  bst  cfaapun  would  d» 
y.^sik-v  to  Mr.  Lloyd's  noble  arfuawsit  in  hc^ujf  of  iadDsnrial  ChrisbaiutT. 
The  first  fi^UT  haniire.^  pacvs  of  the  book  are  di$hvsn«iitiig.  appallixi;.  tat 
the  lut  h-.:Ddrryi  iitspiiT  a  faint  hope  for  Wna  thin^  1l<  ccmr.  a  hope  he- 
g<r>::<  n  of  the  auih*tr's  lean  faith  in  inni's  better  nature,  and  is  Um  pn««r 
of  '-rJUd  public  opisicn. 


WEiLTU  AOADTST  C03t3tOXWKALTa  ut 

Sochttter  Beraid. 

The  icclial  of  tbe  wronga  of  the  people,  with  vhicb  every  cti&pwr  In 
tbto  book  abounds,  niifBi-Gs  to  bring  Lhe  glov  ot  indl^stlno  to  tlie  ehMk 
of  the  reader.  It  is  n  work  IbaL  would  do  a  rut  amount  of  good  if  tt 
could  bv  wlddy  circulnted. 

Jtartfnril  I'liHt. 

It  Is  fi  Hlory  tliat  Id  calculated  (o  tiwakcn  tlic  ri^lcoue  iadignatlon  of 
almost  DVBfj  fair-minded  man.  .  ,  .  Hia  book  ia  cvrtalolya  powerful  In- 
dIctiDcDL  of  the  tru&t  budBosa. 

Jemsh  MeatmffeTf  New  YotIc 

It  ta  the  mawing  of  items  siibsuntially  official  that  coofttiiuice  tho  pc- 
cnliar  dioraclcr  and  tbo  valuv  of  Mr.  Lloyd's  tiook. 

Botlon  Adtvrtuer. 

Ur.  Lloyd  leads  to  tlic  first  csMiitial  slrp.  Flia  book  mcrlta  a  mml  core* 
ful  reading.  It  in  an  anteual  of  fac-U  prcstuted  in  graphic,  picturesque, 
attractive  style.     It  is  ao  epoch-making  book. 

■WotUM  llsxRT  SifiTii,  in  Ili<i  />«»;,  Chicago. 

Hr.  ncnry  D.  Lloyd  Ita*  rendered  a  patriotic  Mrvico  to  bis  country  by 
WTllinf:  tbc  liietor)'  of  Ihc  rise  ond  growiji  o(  llio  grrai  mODopolics  nhosc 
existence  is  a  menace  to  repiiblicaa  gnvernmeiit.  .  .  .  Ills  cairallve  la  In- 
tensi-.  r&Tpalin^  nt  times  a  rcBtminod  feelln;;  of  indi^n&tion,  at  others  an 
nppK'cialiou  uf  the  buiiiorouH  phaa«  uf  llie  sucinl  WDk-il;  but  it  h  ulniiys 
digolfled  and  sovore. 

PitUhtirg  Po$t. 

Ho  book  has  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  people  of  such  absotb- 
log  and  inetrucllve  Interest  on  a  subject  of  tbe  dry-aa-dust  order. 

Boitan  Courier. 

It  is  bolter  than  lo  rcrtd  romnncc  to  priiitc  tbcwi  cloctrio  pnges,  Tbey 
arc  political  ccoooioy  iu  «bDcka.  ^VllD(-Tc^  once  fairly  gets  llicnt  iu  Ids 
head  cannot  easily  get  iliem  out  again,  h  is  a  notable  book,  tliut  i>boiild 
bB  read  by  all  Intelligent  cltlicciiB. 

A'flP  York  World. 

nowcTcr  much  any  one  may  dlsagrtf  wivh  itr,  Lloyd's  conduslonj,  ke 
cannot  fall  to  thank  him  for  the  ailmlriLbSe  munuer  in  wbicli  lie  bss  gatli* 
ercd  and  digested  bis  facia.  To  the  social  economist  and  to  the  political 
eludeiit  this  book  will  twcotut)  au  elbow  noutlor,  a  work  of  vooctaat 
rcfoeucu. 


iw  WMALTB  AGAISST  COXMOSWEALTS 

WiLLiiit  Llotd  Gauusos,  IB  tlw  Ckrittim  Better,  Boston. 

Mr.  HeniT  D.  Llojd.  of  Chicago,  baa  done  a  pobiic  aerrice  in  his  T<dniiie. 
It  is  a  Bunute  aad  aearcbing  »*■"'■  "*TMf  of  the  eaonnooa  innts  wfaidi 
override  aod  dc^ioQ  the  people  of  the  Cnhed  State*.  It  is  a  tak  of  grved 
and  shame  almoet  tncntUble. 

ImUrior,  Chicago. 

We  renxmnend  tbia  book  most  beaitflT  to  aD  who  wish  to  know-  the 
metbods  bj  which  the  trasis  throttle  competition,  defr  the  law,  and  reap 
immense  profits.  .  .  .  Mr.  Lloyd  deals  ia  nothinf  bat  facts. .  .  .  be  is  k 
writer  of  tare  atnliiin.  The  dramatic  iniensitr  of  his  Kjle  bscinates  the 
reader  so  that  it  is  hard  to  la;  the  book  aside. 

Oullooi,  New  York. 

Despite  iu  passioa,  despite  its  satire,  despite  erea  its  eloqurnce,  Henir 
D.  Llojd's  Wtaitk  agiMiiul  Camm»mwtalA  is  the  most  powerful  book  on 
economics  that  has  appeared  in  this  eountiy  aim  Hnur  George's  Praynm 

Zum'i  Hemld,  Boston. 

The  book  is  rather  narrow  in  scope,  bat  that  makes  it  all  tbe  more  effec- 
tire,  for  It  proTnwith  a  kind  of  sletige  hammer  directness  and  peisisieoc]* 
the  single,  Tital  ptint  indicated  br  ito  title — that  wealth  (>'.«..  aggregatioa 
of  capital)  is  agmiut  the  commonwealth,  or  law  of  the  m^anized  comma- 
nitj,  and  is  therefore  illegilimate.  All  students  of  economics  (and  what 
intelligent  man  is  now  ootside  of  this  catesorj  *)  should  read  Wti^tk 
again»t  Commo^ittalA,  .  .  .  The  work  is  a  mine  of  facta  Ciom  which 
writers  and  speakers  maj  draw  at  wilL  Manj  of  them  hare  been  gbaoed 
from  sources  inaccessible  to  the  ordioaij  sludenL 

WvrinHan,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Heorr  D.  Lloyd's  Wtaltk  agaiiut  GMHwmtattit  would  be  a  Tslvable 
work  as  s  text-book  in  our  bigfa-scbofda. 

Christian  A^eoeaU,  New  Tort 
Tbe  hook  reads  like  a  ronaace  in  lesl  Ufe. 

Booic  Buyer,  New  Tort. 
Mr.  Lloyd's  book  remains  a  doetuneol  to  set  booest  citizens  thinking. 

Man*i/<utvrer,  Fhiladelpbis. 

A  book  wLicb  should  be  read  aad  thoogfatfolly  coDudered  by  eToy 
American  citizen. 
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Btview  of  Reviews. 

Hill  niamiiiK  nf  fnctals  IrreslHlible.  .  .  .  Tlie  bcxik  Ibrougliout  exempll- 
rteit  llir  jirinrijili's  i>f  modern  n-nlUin  npplleil  iii  vconomicfl.  Mr.  Lloyd 
WM  ihi!  Ilr>([  Atwrii-iin  jnurTialist  imi)  econotiilAt  who  noted  Uir  rUe  qdiI 
utitlj'it'd  l\\c  foiiniiatiou  pnociplca  of  great  ngj;rt.'giltiODi  of  capital.  II« 
lakes  till!  Sinodurd  Oil  Trust  as  Ills  chief  lllustratlun.  TvrcDiy  ytnra  af 
siud}-  ksB  iD9<l«  him  iniiBttr  of  liia  themo.  and  be  vrritM  with  a  brilliaocy 
that  no  Diher  Amt^ricnD  nlio  IrcaU  of  econoniio  BubjecU,  not  otoii  Henry 
0«orge;  can  surpOM  ur  t'qiinl. 

CArialian  InUUigetieer,  N.  Y. 

Of  coiirw.'.  ilicnr  ran  Im  but  one  opinion  among  disinterested  tntn  ns  to 
the  ncfnrioiisneiis  of  eucli  proccdtin^a,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  has  uwd  lugUAgo 
nODo  loo  strong  la  bis  dcnuDciallon. 

Waahiniilon  Star. 

Ttic  tKW'iul  ccon^vnitiit,  tlie  tlioiigliiful  vltizon,  will  Rnd  mach  intttcrltU  for 
ftudy  in  tlio  great  mnes  of  ioformatloo  aggregated  by  Hr.  Lloyd. 

Richmond  Slur. 

TliG  library  of  the  sociological  sladcnt  is  Incomplete  witJioiit  It.  Todecd. 
Ihc  wortc  Is  In  ilsflt  an  ocnnomlo  Mliratf,  Bo  exliauslixe  and  prtinalalilu|t 
liuTti  Uen  till;  lubon  of  tli«  autlior. 

Lot  AnytUa  TTtrald. 

No  one  cun  tunku  a  mtstslcc  by  readinj;  thit  work  and  pondering  Its  seo- 
tenei'S,  fur  die  matter  diecutccd  conccrus  the  youth  of  to-dny  as  mud]  ts 
did  llicsDti«lav«ry«loquGDCoandarguniaats  tho  you  til  of  thirty  ytareai^ 

Botton  Utrald. 

It  Is  ft  l>ooli  OH  absurbb^  and  exciting  in  its  lote&slty  of  iotcrcBt  as  the 
liory  of  a  griavl  war. 

Prof.  Joux  Bascom,  of  WilliAina  tTnlreraity.  in  Tltt  JVorth  and  Wett. 

WaUth  agniuiit  CommnnnKottA  oogitt  to  mnrl(  an  era  of  resistance  to  tite 
many  and  utterly  unAerupulotis  forma  of  monopoly  wbidi  have  gained  a 
footing  witli  118  in  lUe  laat  Iweuty  flvo  years, 

R«v.  J.  U.  EcoB,  of  Albany,  to  The  Kingdom,  Minnenpolis. 

I  liave  Just  finiffbcd  Lloyd's  Wratlh  ayaimi  CommvifMitHA,  sod  I  crarc 
tlie  honor  of  rccardini;  my  name  next  to  tbat  of  Prof.  Bascom  in  hta  tight 
loyal  Cliristlan  protest.  ,  .  .  Tho  liarlolrj  of  tbe  Cbwrch  ruspoctjug  inoney 
U  one  of  tlie  bnzeo  effronteries  of  tlie  limes.  It  Is  rcawiring  to  bear  a 
true  propbol's  voice  soundliis  ihe  prot«»t. 


VI  WSALTB  AOAIXST  COMMONWEALTS 

JUpitcopal  Rtcorder,  Philadelpbis. 

No  iDorv  powerful  arraignment  or  prevailing  boslness  methods  can  well 
bo  formuIalvU  than  thia  temperately  written  Darnttive. 

Vhristiatt  Adi-oaxtt,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Tli(KM>  who  wish  the  vivws  of  a  thought-leader  in  oppodtion  to  the  "op- 
pn-Mion  of  labor."  as  tt  ia  so  commonly  called,  could  not  do  better  than  to 
tvtiA  Mr.  Lloyd's  work.  But  no  one  should  read  it  who  is  not  able  to  pon- 
der and  inwardly  digest. 

Sfte  York  Commtrriat  Bultiti)*, 

lltit  whatever  ihe  reailer  mar  think  of  the  author's  remedy,  there  la  no 
tlimhl  lh«t  he  has  sltuwn  with  grvat  clearness  the  nature  and  something  of 
iIh>  e\lout  of  the  disieaiie.  ThU  part  of  the  votk  will  not  need  to  be  done 
a^nin :  niul  it  is  the  privilc^  cF  Ike  reader,  if  he  is  so  minded,  to  start  with 
this  lia^is  and  work  oul  a  remedy  himself  which  seems  to  him  more  prac- 
tieablo  and  capable  of  speedK'r  Kslitathv. 

Srwtlyii  ShiHtiarJ-l'itiou. 

Novel  in  literaturt.'  dot  in  pbiUvkiphy  has  the  obTioos  fltnesa  of  things 
been  ninrv  [*erf<s"tly  realized  ihsn  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Lloyd.  The  felicity 
whioh  sgvaks  ihT<.>ugh  il»  title  appears  on  every  page.  and.  as  a  whole,  the 
Kvk  marks  a  i^vsiiive  ivniribution  to  the  sum  of  human  knowledge  opon 
the  p:v>f><ua«)  anil  importaiit  topits  which  it  discusses,  not  to  say  a  definite 
epivh  ::i  thrir  evolution  and  fiual  adjusunent.  ...  It  is  not  a  l>ook  of  an 
hour  ti.T  of  a  day.  hut  of  a  lift',  asd  no  one  who  examines  it  for  the  first 
lime.  >>r  for  ihc  hundredth,  will  leave  it  witbout  a  new  iBSpiratioa  and  a 
bioader  view  of  the  futuiv  of  humanity,  sod  of  his  responsibility  to  it  and 
its  devclv'pment. 

A  Kx^k  that  passM  from  armament  to  Kory.  and  stoij  to  st^is'Jcs.  and 
»:a;»tio$  lo  riiiicule.  aod  ridicuie  to  prophecy,  all  wi;h  equal  lightness. 
:!^^uratii.>e.  acti  bri'.'.ia&cy.  The  sroteciiotu  style  bristles  wiih  things  ibat 
t-fu'!!  ^'::::d  bt::tr  -.faaa  '.btv  uv.  but  are  as  of'.ea.  perhaps,  wiwr  than  tbey 
s.-u=d.  This  is  a  ■.toujLifuI.  mdable.  impt«sii?iiisuc.  optimistic,  social- 
:s:k-  Nv-t 

p'-..':  ■-.  'y\h  B-*::ttin. 

Wr  ,:,ubt  wbether  asy  E-.-re  important  cootnbuticc  to  the  nooal  sab- 
:.;c:  l:..s  L«n  mitie  wriiz  ie  ctirwc;  tiecade. 

5  ■-''  ■>  Jctn^jl.     Editorial. 
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Chriitian  Advocate,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Our  author  furnishes  a  vast  amouDt  of  infonnatton  on  tliis  subject  In  Its 
various  aspects,  and  his  work  is  of  great  value. 

Donahue's  Magazine,  Boston. 

It  is  an  array  of  facts  stranger  tban  fiction,  and  possessing  the  dramatic 
interest  and  fascination  which  holds  and  fixes  the  attention  and  sympathy 
of  the  reader. 

Edward  Everett  Hale  says: 
It  is  the  Unde  Tom't  Gahin  of  the  present  crisiB. 

/ndependetit,  New  York, 

A  good  example  of  the  popular  method  of  curing  abuses  by  thrilling  nar- 
ratives of  iDjustice  and  avarice. 

Christian  Arbitrator,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Every  Christian  pastor  who  guides  his  congregation  should  read  It  and 
explain  its  contents  to  them,  putting  them  on  their  guard,  and  showing 
them  how  easy  it  is  for  men  to  use  the  Church  of  Qod  for  their  own  ends. 

City  and  State,  Philadelphia. 

No  more  signiQcant  story  has  ever  been  told  to  the  lohabitants  of  this 
land  than  is  told  in  this  book  by  Henry  Demarest  Lloyd,  Indeed,  many 
seriously  incline  to  tliink  that  Uelpcr's  famous  Impending  Gri»i»  of  a  gen- 
eration ago  was  not  so  significant  a  volume  for  that  period  as  the  present 
volume  is  for  this. 

Titutville  World. 

President  Cleveland  recently  invested  in  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lloyd's  book.  It 
is  one  of  ihe  most  sensible  things  he  has  done  during  the  present  adminis- 
tration.    When  he  has  read  the  book  he  should  loan  it  to  General  Olney. 

Springfeld  Republican. 

Henry  D.  Lloyd,  author  of  Wealth  against  Commonaealth,  has  presented, 
through  nn  interview  fn  the  Boston  HenUd,  an  able  and  convinclog  reply  to 
Oeorge  Ounton's  criticisms  of  his  startling  exposure  of  the  methods  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Trust. 

Edwiit  D.  Mead,  in  the  JVeu;  England  Magazine,  Boston. 

Mr.  Lloyd's  book  Is  strong  because,  facing  all  the  facts,  stating  them 
all  at  their  worst,  it  is  not  a  black  and  despairing  book.  He  believes  in  the 
American  democracy,  in  the  people. 
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Scotsman,  Edinbnigli,  Scotland. 

It  ia  ui  extrftOTdtoary  and  vellnigh  incredible  storj.  .  .  .  It  ia  written 
irith  consiiJenible  dramatic  power,  and  is  reminisceot  of  Carlfle's  PrenA 
Until  nt  inn. 

DuHtirr  Adr-ocattt  Dondee,  SooUaud. 

This  book  is  a  record  of  facts,  startllag  and  exciting,  and  none  the  less 
moTing  beoauic  tlio  writer  unfolds  the  field  of  hia  view  with  a  dignity  that 
ia  qiiiot.  B  Mivnglli  thai  is  mlrained.  and  an  irony  that  is  merely  sug- 
grsled.  .  .  .  But  Mr.  Lloyd  is  far  from  being  a  hopeless  pessimist.  He 
believes  that  there  is  In  America  the  spirit  thai  will  yet  cleanse  tbe  Augesn 
stable  and  ciTe  to  the  people  as  a  whole  what  is  now  taken  by  the  corpoim- 
tians  and  the  trusts. 

7'imct.  Bristol.  England. 
We  have  found  this  book  excellot  leading. 

Tniutfvrt.  Li^ndon,  England. 

It  is  certainly  a  eharacterisUc  and  enteilaining  woffc.  Tbe  aotbto-  is 
fertile  and  ptv>liAe :  be  possewes  a  Tirid  imagiaatioD,  and  his  style  Imi 
many  chairns. 

/)iii/«  Chnmklf,  London,  England.     EditoriaL 
A  most  remarkable  boc^. 

The  amount  of  Iiienrr  labor  which  it  now  be-n;  ex^wnded  in  Anmka 
u|k.>n  HVn.Mnical  aoil  iadusuial  pKiMems  i$  K^nethinc  prndigioos  :  and  it 
wi',1  be  quiic  t^cyor.il  tbepL^w^rof  any  Eo$li$iiy'.irTisl  to  keep  abreast  of  it. 
S^MiM-  linx-.  ho*  cT^r.  w«  mar  csli  aiteotios  'o  tcme  of  its  proiocu.  anoog 
wlik-h  we  have  cw  hff.-ve  o»  Wrtrifi  ,7;^n'\«(  C<n»<niwndAl.  by  Hcbit 
IVmanv;  LVyJ.  .  .  Mr.  Uoyd's  tM>k.  ia  »p:;e  of  its  dull.  seml-oOksal 
exiemal  l.vk. :»  aN->ut  as  racy  u  snaek  on  u=acr=puJo-jt  muts  and  Hbcr 
cv-«:b:na'.:,tnf  as  wc  bavr  Jai^  w:;^  for  a  \~cg  'ime.  I)  »  as  iciensdiu; 
azi:  as  i;sft^*»We  a*  a  ivaliaic  norel 

Mr  L;.^-.;'*  N»k  u  f-j'l  of  c-r^>as  :=M7csi  for  :boae  exgaged  bocfa  in 
sx^v  e.vc'.*':::  0  jc;idk9  sni  iz  ^n.-i3cal  bttsaesk 

O-.K  -.1.  .V .".'.. -"^  lAtioc 

W;  i.ir;  — ;'.  « ::>  a  b."-:*  lim  *eaz»  '>  hart  bee:  ■rJLUz  cxpreg^  w 
ra-,-:',  -.ht  sj-.-viL:  M>n±»  .-f  y.-cT.r  ae  hc'.txirr  -;  lirf  Tariria*  C^risaaa 
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shplTes  of  werj  Antociallon  llhniry,  and  If  conferences  could  bo  Mmnged 
upoQ  tlio  subject  tmtcd  of.  to  iQuch  the  lx-U«r.  ...  It  Bliould  bo  used 
ilevoull;.  tus  a  commcnlurj  on  tliciir  BJbtcs,  oat  to  brin^  [lie  kiter  u|i  in 
ilaU—for  ihal  Uaa  uevcr  been  roquired— but  to  point  oul  11il>  way  In 
wbich  young  loeu  of  to-day  may  put  the  religion  tuugbt  by  tbo  Bible  Into 
|n»cll(». 

inl^arUT  Ztttung,  Frankfurt-am-MaiD,  Germany. 

A  book  tliat  cleserve*  c1(>!4k  nueullon  on  both  sldi^  of  die  Alluniic.  .  .  . 
Tbe  warm  languags  lUni  dm  nuihor  uses  leures  a  pl«nsaiit  impiUMiloii ;  bo 
wtiM  «ul  of  lov«  tor  tb«  people. 

Jambs  F.  EtrDeov,  nutbor  of  RaU-may»  and  the  Rrpubtk,  in  the  Pitt*- 
turffh  Diipatch. 

Tbe  f^nut  \t\ir\m»tt  of  tbe  book  U  to  put  before  tbe  peoitU)  tbe  facts  In 
Rncb  (<>rm  thnt  il>i>y  cnn  no  longer  be  dUputerl.  In  doing  «o  ttio  author 
hua  ligidly  cxcludtd  cverylliiug:  Ibiit  is  dot  catullislicd  by  Icgul  cviilcQCc 
Notliln;;  that  bns  burn  tu.'i.titU.-d  by  ttie  common  cooscnt  of  tlic  maria  or 
prt^u  sorres  bia  piirpostr.  ...  On  Uils  great  topic  it  bs  bard  to  decide 
wbicb  ■■  oioro  aduiimble,  Mr.  Lloyd'*  MTofnl  nnd  monnineutal  colWtioa 
of  cvidruc«vr  (lie  ndniimble  way  in  wbidi  apliiin  aad  uuvariiUlicd  etory 
ts  ^ivi-n  by  Uie  idniple  collocataou  of  statcmcuia  tbe  forc«  of  Ibu  muttl 
witlieHng  irony.  .  .  .  Till*  Impregnable  forli^oation  of  tbo  (nct^  oatab- 
linbes  Ibo  work  b»  odd  of  tbe  book*  of  tlie  «nk 

Horth-wutfTn  Chritlian  j4t/corutr,  OLiengo. 

TliSx  book  iji  the  scTcri^sl  arraigumoat  of  trusts  In  the  CiiltaJ  State*  tbsC 
bos  ever  bei-'u  inude. 

Harprr't  Wetkl^. 

One  fcamrt!  of  mmnntlc^  intemt  In  th!t  hUtnrj- 1»  ibat  some  of  tbe  man 
wbocoDci'lrcd  tbu  combtnntion  In  (|Ucclion,  and  bavc  carefully  dfVd(>|K'd 
ibeir  coDCepiioD,  improving  utid  broadening  it  aa  opponurtlty  wiui  found 
miule.  were  young  oicu  of  moderate  abiliiy  aud  limited  dtueotliun.  not 

■peeled  of  auperioT  lalvoia  or  energy  in  any  dirtetlos,  and  with  Uitlo 
'pracliciil  knoivloli^e  of  Lbc  buslucM  they  iiudertonk.  nud  jti  aru  now,  by 
virtue  of  \\i\*  monopoly  wbicb  tliey  liave  orgHiiixcd.  priiHTiii  »mong  (lie 
rQilHon&ir<;s  of  iho  worKI.  wliU  i-aiuiea  nlri^ady  equal  to  tlir  pmitdcat  duk«- 
doiH  of  Kugland,  aud  witb  iiiLoiULii  lurser  tbuu  ibotw  ot  idudj  kloRH.  It 
U  tbe  inagnirtci-iicr  (if  tlib  Hiicceso  wliicb  iui|)n!iWL-ti  tbe  Imapinalion  of  lilm 
wlionfoddtlicirrxplullii.  Theriitdmr  kiiiglit*  of  Europe  look  lUelr  livna 
In  Ibcir  baiida  when  tlicy  snllicd  in  |>iir»iiit  of  plunder,  nud  Ibcir  dccda 
of  stn-ngtli  und  durlag,  Injpirlug  tlie  oovdiat  and  iJic  pocl,  dlt-crt  tlic 
tliougbta  of  rcfldeni  from  tbe  outrageous  wiongs  Lbey  iwrpulrutod  and  llie 
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friglitful  misery  they  inflicted.  In  s  somewhat  similar  manner  readers  at 
the  stnry  of  the  great  monopoly  may  for  a  time  forget  the  iajuatice  ao'l 
oppression,  the  defiance  of  law,  ami  the  contempt  for  the  rights  which 
the  law  is  desigDcd  to  protect,  which  have  marked  its  whole  career. 
They  may  even  for  a  time  he  stirred  to  admiration  of  the  iDgenious  de- 
vices, the  persistent  and  vigorous  pursuit  of  a  fixed  policy,  the  unremitting 
devotion  of  a  number  of  conspirators  to  tlie  interests  of  all,  which  linve 
overcome  the  obstacles  of  law,  morality,  and  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
those  of  ordinary  competition,  and  secured  to  a  handful  of  men  the  enjoy- 
ment aod  profit  of  one  of  nature's  greatest  gifts  to  mankind,  almost  ns 
exclusively  as  If  it  were  their  creation.  With  this  in  view,  it  may  be  said 
that  no  more  wonderful  romance  of  real  life  has  ever  been  written  than 
Ur.  Lloyd's  hook. 

Boston  Transcript,     Editorial. 

It  is  a  book  which  great  capitalists  and  poor  idealists  are  reading.  .  .  . 
This  is  a  book  whicli  the  Harpers  will  probably  find  wins  almost  as  much 
interest  as  a  popular  piece  of  fiction  for  the  attractiveness  of  its  style,  but 
infinitely  more  for  its  facta,  facts,  facts. 

Buffalo  Express. 

The  book  is  an  arsenal  of  facts;  and  a  clear  statement  of  what  has  been, 
and  is,  such  as  this  book  gives,  is  a  desirable  addition  to  our  stock  of 
knowledge. 
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